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Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his
fault between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have won over
your brother.” Matthew 18:15

It takes much humility and a pure heart to confront another person with their

sin in such a way that they listen and repent. Normally, confronting another
with their sin is done more out of anger than it is out of love. We ought not
confront another with their sin out of our woundedness and a desire to inflict
guilt as retribution. We ought not confront another to humiliate them or harm
them. We should only bring up another’s sin because we love them and have
already forgiven them and now want them free of their sin for their own good.
When this happens and when this is our sole motivation, another might more
easily receive correction. This teaching, however, should not only be looked at
from the point of view of us confronting others with their sins. It must also be
looked at from the perspective of others confronting us with our sins. We sin
every day. We sin against those whom we love every day. Therefore, try to
think about someone close to you bringing your sin to your attention. How do
you react when this happens? Perhaps if they did so with the most pure
motivation and compassion, you would listen. But what if they did so because
they were angry? Though this is not the ideal way for someone to confront you,
it doesn’t give you the right to reject what they say. Therefore, it is a good
spiritual practice to listen to anyone’s concern they bring to you regarding your
sin, no matter how they bring it. If, after listening and evaluating their concern
with humility you see they are right, even to some degree, then the loving
response is to express sorrow, apologize and commit yourself to change. If,
however, after humbly evaluating their concern you do not believe that you
have sinned, then it is time for you to gently and compassionately try to
confront that person with their rash and false judgment. This passage gives
three successive levels of confronting a person. First, it must be done one-on-
one. Second, it is done with two or three others. Third, it is done in the
presence of the Church. Try, at first, to set aside the second and third approach
and only look at the first one. The goal of this one-on-one confrontation is
reconciliation. It is good to put much energy into reflecting upon how well you
do with this sort of situation because if you can do it well, there will be no need
for the second or third form of confrontation. The number one enemy of
reconciliation is pride. Pride is a habit by which we think about ourselves first
and foremost, or even exclusively in the most serious cases. Pride makes self-
evaluation impossible. We become blind to our sin and are agitated the
moment it is identified or causes problems. Of course, the opposite of pride is
humility. This is the virtue that enables us to forget about ourselves and have
concern only for others. When a person grows in humility, the evil one will
always tempt them with thoughts such as: What about you? You are right and
they are wrong! This is unfair! You shouldn’t be treated this way! These
tempting thoughts must always be rejected. Humility only makes sense when
we are humble. To the person who has pride, humility will seem foolish. But
humility is true wisdom. Reflect, today, upon how humble you are when



someone expresses concern to you about your sin. How do you react? Do you
find yourself getting angry and defensive when this happens? If so, be honest
and admit to yourself that this is pride; this is your sin. Spend time trying to
reflect upon the ideal and humble way you should respond when confronted
by another. If reconciliation is your number-one priority in any relationship that
has experienced hurt, then that holy and humble desire will become your guide
to being able to reconcile with everyone in your life.

Most merciful Lord, You came to earth to reconcile us to You and to one
another. Please show me my sin and give me the humility | need to see it so that
I can repent and turn back to You. Help me to also be open to the many ways
that You reveal my sin to me, especially through the mediation of others in my
life. Jesus, I trust in You.

St. John's Offering
August 20, 2023 Regular Offering: $1,060 Building Fund: $10
August 27,2023 Regular Offering: $1,543 Building Fund: $10
September 3, 2023 Regular Offering: $1,177 Building Fund: $60

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you. We will update
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy.

Sick List
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.
We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.
In Jesus name, Amen!

Don McKelvain Sonja Hemstreet Gaines
Hilde Ouellette Jessie Hithe
Julie Hemstreet Stanley Marek

Diocesean News

September 28, 2023 9:00 am — 2:30 pm As part of the U.S. Bishop’s
Eucharist Revival, Cedarbrake is offering a day retreat on “The Gift of the
Holy Eucharist” at St. Thomas More in Austin. Fr. Harry Dean will share
insights from some saints on the Eucharist and Brian Egan will speak about
scripture passages that teach us about Our Lord who is truly present in the
Holy Eucharist. The retreat, which includes mass and lunch, cost $45.



Announcements

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for
a few minutes.

In conjunction with Shepherd’s Pantry, we provide a food pantry for the
community in Sophie Hall on the second Saturday of every month. Contact
Sylvia Glynn if you would like to volunteer to help.

September 10, 2023 - Breakfast will be availabe in Sophie Hall after Mass.

September 10, 2023 12:00 noon - Pro-Life Luncheon. Rev. Clenard Childress, a
leading national pro-life voice, will be the speaker at St. Mary’s Church Hall in
Waco. An Italian buffet will be served throughout the noon hour—adults $10.
Children welcome. The program is 12:45 to 2:30 PM. For questions contact
John Pisciotta at prolifewaco@gmail.com or 254-644-0407.

September 10, 2023, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm - Chicken Fajita Dinner at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Marlin. Please see the flyers on the doors for more
information.

September 14, 2023 - Annual CareNet Banquet at the Waco Convention
Center. Doors open at 6:00 pm, dinner served at 6:30 pm, and the program
begins at 7:00 pm. For more information, see the posted flyers on the doors.

September 17, 2023, 11:00 am — 1:00 pm — Annual Bazaar at Holy Trinity
Catholic Church of Corn Hill. Mass at 10:30 am will be followed by a meal and
festivities at the Parish Activity Center. Please see the flyers on the doors for
more information.

September 21, 2023, 6:00 pm - Active Shooter Class in Sophie Hall. The
training will be led by Sofie Martinez from the Waco PD.

October 28, 2023, 10:00 am - 6:00 pm - St. John's will hold its first Fall Festival!
Activities will include silent auction, games, food booths, photo area, music and
fun, fun, fun! If you would like to be a part of planning this event, please see
Faye Stewart.

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the
membership card located in the foyer of the church. St. John’s would like to
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you
with us.



If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass.



