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Jesus said to his disciples: “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all

the angels with him, he will sit upon his glorious throne, and all the nations

will be assembled before him. And he will separate them one from another,
as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep on

his right and the goats on his left.” Matthew 25:31-33

Happy Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe! The Church liturgical
year is set up in such a way that we ponder the entire life of Christ in different
seasons and at different times. Advent is a preparation for the celebration of
the first coming of Christ that also focuses upon the final coming. Christmas is a
time to celebrate the Incarnation when the Son of God was made manifest to
the world through His birth. Lent and Easter focus upon the passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus, and Ordinary Time presents us with the many lessons and
miracles of Jesus’ public ministry. Additionally there are many special
memorials, feasts and solemnities by which we intensely focus upon some
particular person or aspect of our faith. Each feast and season is meant to help
us delve more deeply into the mystery of faith that we celebrate.
This is the final Sunday of our Church year. Our focus today is the end of time
when Jesus will return again to judge the living and the dead and establish His
permanent and glorious Kingdom, visible to all. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church describes this moment in time this way: The Last Judgment will come
when Christ returns in glory. Only the Father knows the day and the hour; only
he determines the moment of its coming. Then through his Son Jesus Christ he
will pronounce the final word on all history. We shall know the ultimate
meaning of the whole work of creation and of the entire economy of salvation
and understand the marvelous ways by which his Providence led everything
towards its final end. The Last Judgment will reveal that God’s justice triumphs
over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God'’s love is
stronger than death (#1040). God is truly a mystery. He is the greatest of
mysteries. As a mystery, God is forever the unknown in the sense that He is
endless and eternal. He has revealed Himself to us but we will forever enter
deeper into our knowledge of Him because of His infinite and endless nature.
This is important to understand because when we contemplate the many
mysteries God has revealed, we must approach them as both known and
unknown. Our solemnity today is one of those mysteries. Of this great moment
in time, we know that the Son of God will return to earth to issue forth His final
judgment upon all the living and the dead. It will be the final moment of time
as we know it now. The dead will rise and our bodies and souls will be reunited.
The just will enter the glorious New Heavens and Earth. Those in mortal sin will
be condemned for eternity. The world will no longer be a fallen world. All
illness and disorder in nature will be eliminated. Peace will ensue and perfect
order will be established. God will be the universal King and will govern this
new world forever. As we celebrate this glorious mystery of our faith, we must
accept and believe all that we know about it. But as we do, we must also
approach it with deep humility, admitting to ourselves that we will never fully
comprehend the awesomeness of that day until it comes. No earthly concept



will ever come close to fully describing that moment in time, but we must
adhere to our belief in it with a profound and unwavering faith.

Reflect, today, with a deep faith, upon this glorious and definitive moment in
time still to come. On that day, all that will matter is how faithful you have
been to the will of God. Your charity will become an open book for all to see,
and the rewards for your charity will remain with you forever. As you think
about that day with faith, allow it to encourage you to do all you can today to
prepare for the Last Judgment. When that day comes, it will be too late to
change. Get ready today and tomorrow and every day of your life so that when
Jesus does return in all His glory, it will be the most glorious day of your life.
Most glorious and universal King of the Universe, | believe and profess with a
firm faith that You will return again to judge the living and the dead and will
establish Your glorious Kingdom that will never end. Please help me to
understand the greatness of that moment and to do all | can, every day of my
life, to prepare for it so that it is, indeed, the beginning of the best day of my
life. Jesus, | trust in You.

St. John's Offering
November 19, 2023
Offering amounts will be included in next week’s bulletin.

Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you. We will update
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy.

Sick List
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.
We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.
In Jesus name, Amen!

Don McKelvain Sonja Hemstreet Gaines
Hilde Ouellette Jessie Hithe

Julie Hemstreet Stanley Marek

Jazz Rosas Lori Kidd

Christina Lambert

Diocesean News

December 1, 2023, 3:30 pm — December 3, 2023, 12:30 pm - Silent Advent
Retreat Give yourself a gift early by preparing for the birth of Our Lord. This
silent retreat will include community prayer, reflections, mass, adoration
and confession. The costs are $295 for a private room, $255 for a shared
room and $150 for commuters.




Announcements

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for
a few minutes.

In conjunction with Shepherd’s Pantry, we provide a food pantry for the
community in Sophie Hall on the second Saturday of every month. Contact
Sylvia Glynn if you would like to volunteer to help.

November 26, 2023 — We will have a special collection for the Catholic Services
Appeal. Your gift to the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) supports men
discerning vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving
and retired priests. Your gift helps to sustain Catholic schools, religious
education, and ministerial formation.

December 2, 2023, 6:30 pm — 7:30 pm — ACTS is holding an Advent
Celebration. Please join us as we prepare in joyful anticipation for the birth of
Jesus. There will be FOOD, FAITH, FUN for the children, and FRIENDSHIP. This
is an opportunity for brothers and sisters to come together and visit at ST.
JEROME PARISH in the MOTHER TERESA CENTER.

December 9, 2023 — The St. John’s Mens Group will meet. Details to follow.
December 16, 2023 — The Parish Council will meet in Sophie Hall at noon.

December 17, 2023 — We will have a catered Christmas lunch in Sophie Hall for
all members of the parish.

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email
at saintjohn1312@yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill,
hospitalized, or homebound.

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the
membership card located in the foyer of the church. St. John’s would like to
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you
with us.

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass.



