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The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ the Son of God.
As it is written in Isaiah the prophet: Behold, | am sending my messenger
ahead of you; he will prepare your way. A voice of one crying out in the
desert: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.” Mark 1:1-3
These, the opening lines from the Gospel of Saint Mark, present us with Saint
John the Baptist. John was the one that Isaiah prophesied would come before
the Messiah. John was given the responsibility and privilege of being the one
who would be the most immediate preparer for the Savior of the World.
Perhaps if most people were given the task of instructing John on how best to
prepare the way for the Lord, they would tell him he must go to the leaders of
the people, the civil authorities, the influential and those of status in society to
win them over first. Many would conclude that the Messiah needed to have
the full support of the leaders at that time. But that’s obviously not what John
did. John the Baptist, at the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was driven not into
the homes of the most prestigious and wealthy, not into the halls of the civil
governors, and not into the synagogues or Temple. Instead, John was driven
into the desert. And in the desert, that dry and deserted place, he drew many
people to himself and to his message of repentance. God continues to call
many today to follow in the footsteps of John the Baptist. Though John was a
real person sent on a real mission at one particular moment in time, the
mission he fulfilled is one that still needs fulfilling in various ways today. The
“way of the Lord” still needs to be prepared. The Lord still desires to come to
many, and He needs prophets to prepare the way for His continual coming by
grace. Are you one of those people? Truth be told, every one of us, rich or
poor, learned or unlearned, young or old, etc., is called by God to prepare the
way for His coming by grace every day. We are called to prepare the way by
calling others to sincere repentance and conversion of life. This is done by the
witness of our actions, by our words and by numerous other ways that God
calls. How is God calling you to do His work? He is certainly calling you. You
simply need to be open to that calling and generously respond. Reflect, today,
upon that “desert” to which you have been called, so as to prepare yourself
and others for the coming of Christ. That desert is any place where there is
need and every place where our Lord is not. It might be your family, work
environment, community, among friends, or any place that lacks the
superabundance of God’s grace. Seek to enter those deserts and to be open to
be a channel of our Lord’s grace to those in need.
Lord, You desire to come to me and to all of Your children every day. Please use
me to not only prepare my own heart and soul for Your divine coming but to
also prepare others to meet You. Give me wisdom and compassion, insight and
strength, so that | can imitate Saint John the Baptist and prepare the way for
Your most glorious coming by grace. Jesus, | trust in You.

St. John's Offering
December 3, 2023
Regular Offering: $2,032 Building Fund: $20




Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you. We will update
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy.

Sick List
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.
We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.
In Jesus name, Amen!

Don McKelvain Sonja Hemstreet Gaines
Hilde Ouellette Jessie Hithe
Julie Hemstreet Stanley Marek

Connie Latham

Diocesean News

January 19, 3:00 pm - January 21, 2024, 12:00 pm — Rest in Me This retreat
is a weekend of rest for moms/female caregivers of children with physical,
mental, or intellectual disabilities and/or chronic medical issues. This
weekend is a time for each caregiver to share and find strength in each
other and God. Mass, adoration plus praise and worship will be part of the
retreat. The costs are $225 for a private room, $200 for a shared room and
$100 for commuters.

Announcements

We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for
a few minutes.

In conjunction with Shepherd’s Pantry, we provide a food pantry for the
community in Sophie Hall on the second Saturday of every month. Contact
Sylvia Glynn if you would like to volunteer to help.



December 12, 2023, 6:00 pm — The Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass will
be celebrated, followed by fellowship and a meal in Sophie Hall.

December 13 and 14, 2023, 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm — Confession will be available in
the church each day during this hour.

December 16, 2023 — The Parish Council will meet in Sophie Hall at noon.

December 16, 2023, evening — Bishop Louis Reicher Catholic School in Waco
will host a BBQ contest and Dessert Baking Contest. You must bring your own
grill for the BBQ Contest (transportation for grills may be requested). Please
contact javier@ablaze.us for grill transportation, registration, or for more
contest information. All funds raised will go to the Bishop Reicher soccer
program. BBQ entry: $35. Baking entry: $25. (S5 off for teams/contestants
under 18 years old). Come-to-taste tickets: $10.

December 17, 2023 — the children of the church will reenact the story of Mary
and Joseph’s journey and the birth of Jesus during Mass.

December 17, 2023 — We will have a catered Christmas lunch in Sophie Hall for
all members of the parish. Roast beef, lemon pepper rosemary chicken, roasted
Please come enjoy fellowship with other parishoners.

Christmas Mass Schedule
Sunday, December 24
Sunday Mass — 10:30 am
Christmas Vigil Mass — 6:00 pm
Midnight Mass — 12:00 midnight
Monday, December 25
Christmas Day Mass — 10:30 am
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Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email
at saintjohn1312@yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill,
hospitalized, or homebound.

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the
membership card located in the foyer of the church. St. John’s would like to
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you
with us.

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass.
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