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 Waco, Texas 76704 
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Fourth Sunday of Advent – The Nativity of the Lord - Christmas Day 
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So they went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known the message that had been 
told them about this child. All who heard it were amazed by what had been 

told them by the shepherds. And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on 
them in her heart. Luke 2:16–19 

 
Merry Christmas! Our Advent preparations have been completed, and we are 
now invited by our Lord to enter into the glorious celebration of His birth! 
How well do you understand the awe-inspiring mystery of Christmas? How fully 
do you comprehend the significance of God becoming a human, born of a 
virgin? Though many are quite familiar with the beautiful and humble story of 
the birth of the Savior of the World, that familiarity can have the surprising 
negative effect of keeping our intellect from deeply probing the depths of the 
meaning of what we celebrate. Notice the last line of the Gospel passage 
quoted above: “And Mary kept all these things, reflecting on them in her 
heart.” What a beautiful line to ponder this Christmas day. Mother Mary was 
the one person who would have understood the mystery of the birth of her 
Son, the Son of God, the Savior of the World, far more deeply than anyone else. 
It was to her that the Archangel Gabriel appeared, announcing her pregnancy 
and His birth. It was her who carried her Son, the Son of God, in her 
Immaculate womb for nine months. It was to her that Elizabeth, her cousin, 
cried out, “Most blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb” (Luke 1:42). It was Mary who was the Immaculate Conception, the one 
who was preserved from all sin throughout her life. And it was her who gave 
birth to this Child, carried Him in her arms and nursed Him at her breast. Our 
Blessed Mother, more than any other, understood the incredible event that 
had taken place in her life. But, again, the Gospel above says that “Mary kept 
all these things, reflecting on them in her heart.” One thing this tells us is that 
even Mary, the Mother of Jesus and the Mother of God, needed time to 
ponder, reflect and savor this most holy mystery. She never doubted, but her 
faith continually deepened, and her heart pondered the unfathomable and 
incomprehensible mystery of the Incarnation. Another thing this tells us is that 
there is no end to the depth of the “pondering” to which we must commit 
ourselves if we want to enter more deeply into the mystery of the birth of the 
Son of God. Reading the story, setting up a nativity scene, sharing Christmas 
cards, attending Mass and the like are central to a holy celebration of 
Christmas. But “pondering” and “reflecting,” especially during prayer and 
especially at the Christmas Mass, will have the effect of drawing us ever deeper 
into this Mystery of our Faith. Reflect, today, with our Blessed Mother. Ponder 
the Incarnation. Place yourself into the scene that first Christmas. Hear the 
sounds of the town. Smell the smells of the stable. Watch as the shepherds 
come forth in adoration. And enter the mystery more fully, acknowledging that 
the more you know about the mystery of Christmas, the more you know how 
little you actually know and understand. But that humble realization is the first 
step to a deeper understanding of what we celebrate this day. 

https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%201.42


Lord, I gaze at the wonder of Your birth. You Who are God, the Second Person of 
the Most Holy Trinity, God from God and Light from Light, became one of us, a 
humble child, born of a virgin and laid in a manger. Help me to ponder this 
glorious event, to reflect upon the mystery with awe and to more fully grasp the 
meaning of what You have done for us. I thank You, dear Lord, for this glorious 
celebration of Your birth into the world. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 
Diocesean News 

 

January 19, 3:00 pm - January 21, 2024, 12:00 pm – Rest in Me This retreat 
is a weekend of rest for moms/female caregivers of children with physical, 
mental, or intellectual disabilities and/or chronic medical issues. This 
weekend is a time for each caregiver to share and find strength in each 
other and God. Mass, adoration plus praise and worship will be part of the 
retreat. The costs are $225 for a private room, $200 for a shared room and 
$100 for commuters.  
 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe  
 Julie Hemstreet   Stanley Marek 

Connie Latham    

 

St. John’s Offering 

           December 17, 2023    

.        Regular Offering: $1,165.86 Building Fund: $1,855 

   Special Collection: $285.50 

                        



Announcements 

 
We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 

In conjunction with Shepherd’s Pantry, we provide a food pantry for the 
community in Sophie Hall on the second Saturday of every month. Contact 
Sylvia Glynn if you would like to volunteer to help. 
 

Christmas Mass Schedule  
Sunday, December 24th 

Sunday Mass – 10:30 am 
Christmas Vigil Mass – 6:00 pm 
Midnight Mass – 12:00 midnight 

Monday, December 25th 
Christmas Day Mass – 10:30 am 

 
 

Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312@yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located in the foyer of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 

  Merry Christmas to the parishioners of St. John’s! 
 

 


