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When they had fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the Lord, they 
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and 

became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.   
Luke 2:39–40 

Today we honor family life in general by pausing to ponder the particular and 
beautiful hidden life within the home of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. In many ways, 
their daily life together would have been very similar to other families at that 
time. But in other ways, their life together is entirely unique and provides us 
with a perfect model for all families. By God’s providence and design, the 
family life of Jesus, Mary and Joseph was spoken of in the Scripture very little. 
We read of the birth of Jesus, the presentation in the Temple, the flight into 
Egypt and the finding of Jesus in the Temple at age twelve. But other than 
these stories of their life together, we know very little. The line from today’s 
Gospel quoted above does, however, give us some insight worth pondering. 
First, we see that this family “fulfilled all the prescriptions of the law of the 
Lord…” Though this is in reference to Jesus being presented in the Temple, it 
should also be understood to apply to all aspects of their life together. Family 
life, just like our individual lives, must be ordered by the laws of our Lord. 
The primary law of the Lord regarding family life is that it must share in the 
very unity and “communion of love” found in the life of the Most Holy Trinity. 
Each person of the Holy Trinity has perfect respect for the other, gives selflessly 
to each other without reserve, and receives each person in their totality. It is 
their love that makes them one and enables them to act together in perfect 
harmony as a communion of divine Persons. Though Saint Joseph was not 
immaculate in his nature, the perfection of love did live in his divine Son and in 
his immaculate wife. This overwhelming gift of their perfect love would have 
daily drawn him into the perfection of their lives. Ponder your own closest 
relationships today. If you are blessed with a close family, ponder them. If not, 
ponder the persons put into your life who you are called to love with familial 
love. Who are you to be there for in good times and in bad? Who are you to 
sacrifice your life for without reserve? Who are you to offer respect, 
compassion, time, energy, mercy, generosity and every other virtue? And how 
well do you fulfill this duty of love? Reflect, today, upon the fact that God 
wants you to share in a communion of life, not only with the Most Holy Trinity 
but also with those around you, especially your family. Try to ponder the 
hidden life of Jesus, Mary and Joseph and seek to make their family 
relationship the model for how you love others. May their perfect communion 
of love be a model for us all. 
Lord, draw me into the life, love and communion that You lived with Your 
Immaculate Mother and Saint Joseph. I offer You myself, my family and all 
those to whom I am called to love with a special love. May I imitate Your family 
love and life in all my relationships. Help me to know how to change and grow 
so that I may more fully share in Your family life. Jesus, I trust in You. 
 
 St. John’s Offering 

           December 24-25, 2023    

.        Regular Offering: $1,561 Building Fund: $1,010 

    



Please add names of church members and their family members to the sick 
list in the foyer of the church so that we may pray for you.  We will update 
the list weekly and remove names from the list monthly. If a name should 
remain on the list indefinitely, please notify Celeste Sheehy. 

 
Diocesean News 

 

January 19, 3:00 pm - January 21, 2024, 12:00 pm – Rest in Me This retreat 
is a weekend of rest for moms/female caregivers of children with physical, 
mental, or intellectual disabilities and/or chronic medical issues. This 
weekend is a time for each caregiver to share and find strength in each 
other and God. Mass, adoration plus praise and worship will be part of the 
retreat. The costs are $225 for a private room, $200 for a shared room and 
$100 for commuters.  
 
February 2, 3:00 pm – 4, 12:00 noon, 2024 – Workshop for Spiritual 
Directors Apostles of Interior Life Sisters’ Raffaella Cavallin & Tatum 
McWhirter will present a weekend of talks based on St. Ignatius spirituality 
and discernment. The Sisters’ charism is to teach and give spiritual direction 
and they will give five conferences at this workshop. The costs are $295 for 
a private room, $255 for a shared room and $150 for commuters.  
 

************* 
Our Mission Statement: To be a faith community bringing the presence of 

Christ to all by celebrating God’s word and the Sacraments. 
 

Our Vision Statement:  To build a strong and vibrant community through 
core values based on love, selflessness, and service. 

 

Sick List 
Father God, we pray for all those who are facing sickness in their bodies.  

We ask that you restore their health, soothe their pain, and ease their 
worries. Give them your peace and comfort.   

In Jesus name, Amen! 
Don McKelvain   Sonja Hemstreet Gaines 

 Hilde Ouellette   Jessie Hithe  
 Julie Hemstreet   Stanley Marek 

Connie Latham    

 



Announcements 

 
We will have pastries and coffee available in Sophie Hall after Mass every 
Sunday except the fourth Sunday of the month. Please stop by and visit for 
a few minutes. 
 

In conjunction with Shepherd’s Pantry, we provide a food pantry for the 
community in Sophie Hall on the second Saturday of every month. Contact 
Sylvia Glynn if you would like to volunteer to help. 
 
Contact Carolyn Brown or Gwendolyn Stewart either while at church or email 
at saintjohn1312@yahoo.com if you are aware of a church member who is ill, 
hospitalized, or homebound. 
 

If you are interested in becoming a member of St. John’s, please fill out the 
membership card located in the foyer of the church. St. John’s would like to 
welcome our new members and our guests. We are so very glad to have you 
with us.  
 

If you have items for the bulletin, please submit them to Celeste Sheehy at 
saintjohn1312@yahoo.com. Please submit all items by 5:00 pm on 
Thursday to allow time to prepare the bulletin for Sunday Mass. 
 
 

 


