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Four deacons share 
perspective on service

By Amanda Evinger
The Bismarck Diocese is blessed to 

have many people who refl ect genuine 
selfl essness. A prime example of this 
type of person would be law enforcement 
offi cers, fi refi ghters and emergency 
medical personnel. To honor their selfl ess 
sacrifi ce, on May 16, during National 
Peace Offi cers Memorial Week, our 
diocese holds a special Mass with Bishop 
Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.  

“This is our sixth year hosting the Blue 
Mass,” said Deacon Lonnie Grabowska 
(Corpus Christi-Bismarck), who currently 
serves as Deputy Director with the 
Bureau of Criminal Investigation. “The 
name Blue Mass originated because 
of the color of the uniforms worn by 
law enforcement personnel and other 
emergency responders across the country. 
The Blue Mass is an opportunity to 
honor the memory of those who lost 
their lives during the attacks of 911; and 
remember and pray for all active, retired, 
and deceased law enforcement offi cers, 
fi refi ghters, and emergency medical 
personnel that have served in these 
invaluable disciplines.”

Including Grabowska, the Diocese of 
Bismarck has four deacons who are active 
or retired law enforcement offi cers—
Deacon Doyle Schultz at Ascension, 
Bismarck; Deacon Terry Glatt at St. 
Mary’s, Bismarck; and Deacon Dennis 
Rohr at Christ the King, Mandan. As they 
refl ect on the two callings to service, they 
see interesting parallels which help them 
understand God’s overall plan for their 
lives.

Deacon Doyle, who has attended or 
assisted at every Blue Mass since its 
inception in the diocese said his 34-year 
career with the N.D. Highway Patrol was 
a life of service, much like the diaconate. 
“That’s the way we looked at it in the 
highway patrol— it was about protection 
and assistance for the people. Not too 
different from being a deacon, I suppose.”

Prison visits continue to be part of 
Deacon Doyle’s ministry as a deacon, an 
aspect he enjoys very much. He goes to 
the state penitentiary every First Friday 
for holy hour which, he said, turns into 
more than an hour while he prays the 
rosary and just talks with the guys.

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan breathes over the chrism oil, a gesture symbolizing the infusion 
of the Holy Spirit, during the Holy Week Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit April 10.
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public servants
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As we approach the month 
of May, I always recall with 
not just a bit of nostalgia 

but with a great deal of gratitude 
to my parents, how special they 
made this month for me and 
for my brothers and sister. The 
specialness of this month had 
nothing much to do with material 
things but everything to do with 
a special custom and devotion of 
Our Blessed Mother.

From May 1 to May 31, we had a 
beautiful “May altar” in the living 
room of our home. It was not 

large, but it was truly beautiful. 
A statute of Our Blessed Mother 
was surrounded by fresh fl owers 
every day and candles were placed 
on either side of her statue and lit 
when we said our family rosary 
there each day. Of course, we 
prayed the family rosary every day 
of the year, but in May the “altar” 
gave it a specialness that I shall 
not forget.

As we know, May has been 
dedicated to Our Blessed 
Mother in our Catholic life for 
many, many years. Having just 
celebrated the great mysteries 
of our redemption during Holy 
Week, the Paschal Triduum and 
now the Easter Season, the place 
of Our Blessed Mother in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus 
is so prominent and so important 
for us to know and imitate. The 
Mysteries of the Holy Rosary are 
one of the best ways for us to do 
just that. I encourage you to pray 
the rosary each day in May. Look 
to Our Blessed Mother for the best 
example as to how to follow Jesus 
in good times and in bad times. 
Ask her to guide you to Him as 
she does countless others. Make 
this month of May a time of real 
devotion to Our Blessed Mother 
and work to make your daily faith 

in God a Marian faith.
With so much happening in this 

month, I ask you to make a special 
intention in your daily prayers for 
the two men, Jordan Dosch and 
Gregory Luger, to be ordained 
to the Sacred Priesthood on May 
31, the Feast of the Visitation. 
Please pray for them and with 
them that they will be good and 
faithful priests of Jesus Christ 
for the rest of their lives. Also, 
please do continue to pray for all 
of our priests. We celebrated the 
Chrism Mass on Monday of Holy 
Week and I cannot tell you how 
moved I am when I see them with 
me in the sanctuary, renewing 
their promises of ordination and 
concelebrating Holy Mass. We 

have such good priests and I am 
most grateful to Almighty God for 
them.

Finally, please pray for all of our 
current seminarians and for the 
men who will join them in August 
by entering priestly formation. 
I know you agree with me when 
I say that these good men are 
the future of the Church and the 
Diocese of Bismarck. Without our 
future priests, we will not have the 
Mass, the sacrament of penance 
and in our times of need, the 
sacrament of the anointing of the 
sick. Pray for them and encourage 
other young men to listen to the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit to 
discern the call of Christ to be 
priests.

Bishop  David D. Kagan

SOCIAL MEDIA

Follow the Diocese on Twitter @BisDiocese
and follow Bishop Kagan @VescovoDDK

Visit our website at www.bismarckdiocese.com
Get news, photos, videos and more from around the diocese.

Search “Bismarck Diocese” on YouTube for 
videos from the Church in western N.D.

Like us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
Bismarck Diocese 
Get status updates, photos, videos, and links and share them 
with your friends.

BISHOP IN ACTION

Publisher: Most Reverend David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., 
Bishop of Bismarck

Editor: Sonia Mullally, smullally@bismarckdiocese.com
Center for Pastoral Ministry - Diocese of Bismarck USPS0011-5770
520 N. Washington Street, PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58501-1137

Phone: 701-222-3035  Fax: 701-222-0269
www.bismarckdiocese.com

The Dakota Catholic Action (0011-5770) is published monthly except July
by the Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND 58502-1575.

Periodical postage paid at Bismarck, ND, and additional mailing offi  ces. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to address below.

Dakota Catholic Action,  PO Box 1137, Bismarck, ND 58501-1137

The Dakota Catholic Action is funded in part by the annual 
God’s Share Appeal.

Dakota Catholic Action
Reporting on Catholic action in western ND since 1941

Easter Octave Day 5: the real power of the 
Resurrection lies in the clear, courageous 
and compassionate faith in Jesus. It lives for 
Him!

Bishop David Kagan @VescovoDDK • 8h

Tweets     Tweets & replies     Photos & videos

Make special intentions in your daily prayers 

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 
MAY 2017

FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

May 2 • Celebration of New Life 
Mass, Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 6 p.m.  

May 3 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of Corpus Christi, Bismarck, 
7 p.m. 

May 5 • Mass at Catholic Daughters 
State Convention, Ramada, 
Bismarck, 12 p.m. 

 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of the Ascension, Bismarck, 
7 p.m. 

May 7 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson, 9:30 a.m. MT

 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of St. Patrick, Dickinson, 
12 p.m. MT

May 8 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of St. Joseph, Mandan, 
7 p.m. 

May 9 • Mass and Pastoral Visit to 
CHI St. Alexius, Bismarck, 
10:30 a.m. 

May 10 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of St. Anne, Bismarck, 7 p.m. 

May 12 • Anniversary Mass for 
Priests, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
2:30 p.m. 

May 14  • Confi rmation for the 
Churches of St. Bernard, 
Belfi eld, and Sacred Heart, 
South Heart, at Belfi eld, 
8:30 a.m. MT 

May 16 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m. 

 • Catholic Charities Caritas 
Award Luncheon, Spirit of 
Life, Mandan, 11:30 a.m. 

 • Catholic Charities General 
Board Meeting, Center for 
Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 
1 p.m. 

 • Blue Mass, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck,
 5:30 p.m. 

May 18 • All-staff  Mass, Chancery 
chapel, 8 a.m. 

 • Directors’ Staff  Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 9:15 a.m.

May 21 • Graduation at Bishop Ryan 
High School, Minot, 2 p.m. 

May 23 • Presbyteral Council 
meeting, Chancery, 10 a.m. 

May 24 • Mass and Blessing of St. 
Gabriel’s Nursing Home 
new addition, Bismarck, 
10:30 a.m. 

May 28 • Graduation at St. Mary’s 
Central High School, 
Bismarck, 1 p.m. 

 • Graduation at Trinity High 
School, Dickinson, 
3:30 p.m. MT

May 29 • Memorial Day Ceremony, 
Veteran’s Cemetery, 12 p.m. 

May 31 • Priestly Ordination of 
Jordan Dosch and Gregory 
Luger, Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 3 p.m. Photo by Joni Obrigewitch

Bishop Kagan washes the feet of several people during the Holy Thursday Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

More than 6,000 families were 
served last year by the food pantry 
at Our Lady of Grace Church in 
Minot.

All the work involved with 
tending to the needs of that many 
people is a labor of love for Minot 
couple Joyce and Roger Sand 
and the more than 90 volunteers 
who help. The Sands have been 
coordinators since 2003.

“You never know. Someday we 
may need the help, too,” Joyce 
said. “I hope someone will be there 
for us.”

The couple puts in countless 
hours tending to the operation 
of the food pantry that’s open 
four days a week. They use the 
mornings to organize things and 
then clients come to get food in 
the afternoons. Their efforts are 
being honored by the Caritas 
Award sponsored by the Catholic 
Charities North Dakota. The 
annual award is given to those who 
exemplify the bringing of faith, 
hope and love to the least of God’s 
people. Caritas is the Latin term 
for charity.

90+ volunteers
“When they called to tell us 

about the award, I said we’d only 
accept it on behalf of our 90 or so 
volunteers,” Joyce said. “Without 
them and the great community 
support we couldn’t do it.”

Volunteers unload trucks, 
stock shelves, bag and hand out 
the food, along with general tasks 
like answering the phone and 
sweeping and keeping the pantry 
clean and organized. Roger and 
Joyce shared that many of their 
volunteers have been there helping 
even before they took over as 
coordinators. The volunteers who 
have come and gone over the years 
have become like family.

In fact, members of the couple’s 
natural family are also on the 
volunteer roster—their three 
grown sons and their families 
including two granddaughters. 

“We learn a lot from our 
volunteers and we share a lot,” 
Joyce noted. “We’re all in this 
together to serve the poor and 
spread the message of the Lord.”

Most of the volunteers are just 
like the Sands—retired folks who 
see a need in their community 
and do their part. Two of what the 
Sands refer to as a couple of their 
“go-to” volunteers are an 85-year-
old man and his 80-year-old wife. 
Roger joked that he has to stop 
them before they sometimes try to 
do too much. 

Community support
The scope of the pantry has 

changed over the years mostly 
due to the ups and downs of 
the economy. When Joyce fi rst 
started as a volunteer and then 
the coordinator in the late 1990s 

and early 2000s, the pantry was 
serving about 300 families each 
month. Now, the number has been 
as high as 647, with 568 families 
showing up last month. 

Without the community 
support, the Sands know that 
there’s no way the pantry could 
help this many families. Having 
lived and worked in Minot for 
so many years, the couple’s 
connections come in handy. They 
drive all over town picking up food 
donations or shopping at local 
grocery stores.

“We know a lot of people and 
they watch out for us,” Roger 
explained. “The manager of one 
of the local grocery stores tells us 
about good sales coming up so we 
get the best deals.”

Local businesses are often 
holding food drives to also keep 
the pantry shelves full. And, when 
the food seems to be getting scarce 
occasionally, the Sands never let it 
worry them. 

“We constantly see God working 
in mysterious ways,” Roger noted. 

Joyce agreed, “That’s true. 
Just when the shelves are getting 
bare, a company will call with a 
big donation. Sometimes it’s a 
company we haven’t heard from in 
years.”

The couple retired years ago 
and, despite Roger’s mobility 
issues using a walker, they have no 
plans to slow down anytime soon. 
They say stepping up to help their 

community and their neighbor in 
need is just how they were raised. 
They’re no heroes, just regular 
people pitching in to do their part. 

“It’s really about the people. 
We’re getting up there in age, but 
there’s a need and you just keep 
going,” Joyce said. She and Roger 
will be celebrating 56 years of 
marriage in May. They also remain 
active in their home parish of 
St. Therese, Church of the Little 
Flower in Minot.

The Sands will be honored 
at the Catholic Charities North 
Dakota Caritas award luncheon on 
Tuesday, May 16 at Spirit of Life 
Church in Mandan. 

Minot residents Joyce and Roger Sand 
are being honored by the Caritas Award 
sponsored by the Catholic Charities North 
Dakota for their eff orts at the food pantry at 
Our Lady of Grace in Minot.

Helping your neighbor in need
Couple honored for their work at Minot food pantry

Five parishes across the diocese 
will be hosting the world-famous 
International Pilgrim Virgin Statue 
of Our Lady of Fatima, traveling 
worldwide since 1947.

The statue is on an historic 
two-year journey across America, 
March 2016 to December 2017, 
to commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the apparitions at 
Fatima, visiting more than 100 
dioceses in 50 states. The Diocese 
of Bismarck is participating in the 
tour June 16-20.

Locations of tour stops
The locations and dates of the 

statue tour stops are: St. Mary’s in 
Hague on June 16, Christ the King 
in Mandan on June 17, St. Leo the 
Great in Minot on June 18, St. 
Joseph in Williston on June 19 
and Queen of Peace in Dickinson 
on June 20. Contact the parish for 
more details on the statue visit.

The goal of the Fatima 
Centennial U.S. Tour for Peace 
is to bring the graces of Fatima 
and Our Lady’s message of hope, 
peace and salvation to the many 
millions of people who may never 
have an opportunity to make a 
pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal. 
It also encourages devotion to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary, 
which was the mission given to 
Lucia, the seer at Fatima, by Our 
Lady and Our Lord. Jesus relayed 
to Sister Lucia in 1936 that he 
wished to establish devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart in the Church 
next to His Sacred Heart, and that 
He had placed the peace in the 
world in her Immaculate Heart.

The International Pilgrim Virgin 
Statue of Fatima was sculpted 
in 1947 by famous sculptor 
José Thedim, upon the precise 
instructions of Sister Lucia. On 
October 13, 1947, the statue was 
blessed by the Bishop of Fatima 
and commissioned to serve as the 

Pilgrim Virgin that would carry 
the blessings of Fatima throughout 
the world. The Bishop prayed that 
Mary herself accompany the statue 
wherever it goes.

Many graces and favors have 
been associated with the image. 
The statue has traveled around the 
globe many times, visiting more 

than 100 countries, including 
Russia and China. The custody 
and mission of this world-famous 
statue is under the auspice of the 
World Apostolate of Fatima USA 
– Our Lady’s Blue Army - which
continues her journeys throughout
the world.

—Submitted information

Diocese parishes to host International Pilgrim Virgin Statue
Tour honors 100th Anniversary of Our Lady of Fatima

Anniversary Celebrations of Our 
Lady of Fatima Apparitions

Mass and all-night Eucharistic Adoration will take place 
beginning Friday, May 12 at 7 p.m. at Cathedral of the Holy 

Spirit in Bismarck. With spiritual director and celebrant 
Fr. Jason Signalness, a procession will be led by 4th 

Degree Knights of Columbus. Adoration begins at 8 p.m. 
(following Mass). Recitation of the rosary will be on the 
hour throughout the night. Chaplet of Divine Mercy will 
be Saturday at 3 a.m. Adoration ends Saturday, May 13 

with closing benediction at 7 a.m. The 8 a.m. parish Mass 
will follow. The events are sponsored by the Bismarck 
Diocesan Division of the World Apostolate of Fatima. 

For more information, 
contact Joanne Mahrer at 663-2551.

On Saturday, May 13, Christ the King Church in Mandan 
will celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the Apparitions of 

Our Lady of Fatima with a rosary at 10:45 a.m., 
Mass at 11 a.m., and potluck lunch at noon. 
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“Bishop Kagan and I also go 
there on 
Christmas 
Day for 
Mass which 
ends up 
being very 
enjoyable 
for the guys 
and for 
us. People 
joke with 
me about 
wanting to put people in the jail 
when I was an offi cer and now 
I want to help them get out,” he 
said. 

But, Deacon Doyle sees the 
prison ministry as another way to 
serve God’s people, even though 
the irony is not lost on this former 
highway patrolman who is now of 
service to those in prison. “God’s 
leading me where He wants me 
and I hope I’m following.”

As Deacon Terry, a retired 
police offi cer having worked in 
both New 
Salem and 
Bismarck, 
shared, 
“There is an 
antiphon 
which reads, 
‘My life is at 
the service of 
the Gospel; 
God has 
given me this gift of his grace.’ 
I served for four years in the 
military and for 23 years in law 
enforcement. Now, I am a deacon 
serving God’s people. They are 
all positions of service. Looking 
back, I can see how being in law 
enforcement prepared me for the 
diaconate because it taught me 
how to help people.”

In fact, Deacon Terry once had 
a moving experience as a police 
offi cer that enriched his faith 
profoundly. “One time, another 
offi cer and I were assigned to help 
an intoxicated individual—the man 
was literally hanging onto a stop 
sign. We told him that if he could 
walk away we wouldn’t take him to 
jail. He had wet his pants, and he 
started falling over as he walked 
away from the stop sign. For the 
fi rst time, I saw Jesus in that man. 
It was like my soul connected with 
him, and I felt such compassion 
for him.”

Now as a deacon, Terry 
continues to “see Jesus” in others 
and bring His merciful presence to 
them. “I really enjoy serving God 
as a deacon,” he explained. “What 
I like most about it is assisting at 
Mass, and secondly, visiting our 
parishioners in the hospital, which 
surprises me, because I didn’t have 
an interest in that sort of thing 
before.” 

Deacon Dennis Rohr, who 
served as 
a Mandan 
City Police 
Chief before 
retiring in 
2007 after 21 
years on the 
force as well 
as a police 
offi cer in 
Kansas prior 

to that, also feels that the insight 
he gained from his years in law 
enforcement comes in handy as he 
serves God’s people. 

“As a police offi cer, you get a 
broad view of human nature and 
learn about different issues that 
people struggle with—issues that 
most people are sheltered from 
knowing about,” he said. “This 
teaches you to be more realistic 
and understand people better. 
Being an offi cer taught me how to 
be a real problem-solver, which is 
a skill I use as a deacon as well.”

Over the years, Deacon Dennis 
has appreciated being able to come 
to the Blue Mass and be supported 
in his walk of faith. Like many 
events throughout our diocese, it 
shows that lay Catholics share a 
remarkable fellowship with one 
another—a fellowship that needs 
to be acknowledged.

“The Blue Mass is a great 
gathering for people of service 
to come to and share their faith 
with each other,” he noted. “It is 
important because it promotes 
spirituality among police offi cers 
and other emergency responders.” 

The public is also welcome to 
attend and it has proven to be a 
meaningful opportunity for the 
Catholic community to come 
together and recognize what a 
gift people of service are to our 
community. 

“Everyone has such a great 
time at the event, and it has really 
grown in scope,” Deacon Lonnie 
added. “The 
Mass is 
offered in 
thanksgiving 
for the 
service 
provided by 
emergency 
responders 
to our 
community. 
It is also an 
opportunity for all public servants 
to honor and remember our fallen 
comrades who have died in the 
past year. All law enforcement, 
fi re, and emergency medical 
personnel, along with their family 
and friends are cordially invited to 
take part. We hope that everyone 
can come and offer their support.” 

The 2017 Blue Mass will take 
place on Tuesday, May 16, at 
5:30 p.m. at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit in Bismarck. Bishop 
Kagan will preside and the 
honor guards from the National 

Department of Peace Offi cers 
Association (NDPOA) and the Fire 
Department will be represented as 
they take part in the Mass as well. 
A reception with refreshments will 
follow for all attendees.  

Blue Mass honors public servants
Continued from front page

Deacon Lonnie Grabowska

Deacon Doyle Schultz

Deacon Terry Glatt

Deacon Dennis Rohr

In 2016 and each year, local law enforcement offi  cers, members of the fi re department 
and EMS services take part in the annual Mass.

The honor guards from the National Department of Peace Offi  cers Association (NDPOA) and the Fire Department are represented at the 
annual Blue Mass as they were here in 2016.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies can be 
found on the diocesan web site at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF PASTORAL CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Pastoral Conduct 
is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for 
implementing eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the 
Code of Pastoral Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions
       for May

Evangelization:
Christians in Africa. That 
Christians in Africa, in imitation 
of the Merciful Jesus, may 
give prophetic witness to 
reconciliation, justice, and peace.
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10 Years

Fr. Josh Waltz 
Diocesan Vocations Director

Fr. Josh 
Waltz was 
ordained by 
Bishop Paul 
Zipfel at the 
Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit 
on June 28, 
2007. After 
ordination, he 
was assigned the parochial vicar 
at Christ the King in Mandan and 
the mission parishes of St. Martin 
in Huff and St. Anthony in St. 
Anthony until 2009. During this 
time and until 2013, Fr. Waltz was 
also chaplain and instructor at St. 
Mary’s Central High School. From 
2009-11, he served as parochial 
vicar for Spirit of Life parish in 
Mandan and St. Martin and St. 
Anthony. Fr. Waltz was then 
assigned as pastor of St. Hildegard 
in Menoken and Sacred Heart in 
Wilton from 2011-13. During that 
time, he was the assistant director 
of vocations for the diocese. 
Since 2013, he has served as the 
diocese’s director of vocations and 
resides at the University of Mary.

Fr. Benedict Fischer, OSB
Assumption Abbey, 
Richardton

Fr. Benedict 
came to 
Assumption 
Abbey in 
January 2000, 
and entered 
the novitiate 
in June of that 
year. He made 
his profession 
of monastic vows on July 11, 
2001, with Solemn Vows on July 
11, 2004. Fr. Benedict began his 
seminary studies at St. John’s 
University, Collegeville, Minn., in 
the fall of 2004 and was ordained 
to the priesthood on Aug. 22, 
2007. At St. John’s he did course 
requirements for the Master of 
Arts degree in theology (scripture). 
He took his comprehensive tests in 
January 2008. Fr. Benedict then 
went to the Ecole Biblique in Israel 
to write his thesis. Completing his 
thesis defense in 2008, he began 
to teach at the University of Mary 
in January 2009. He also spent 
several summers in Israel studying 
Hebrew. In 2010, he was named 
as Chaplain of the University of 
Mary and continued teaching on 
a part-time basis. Fr. Benedict 
continued in this position until the 
spring of 2015. In the fall of 2015, 
he went to Belgium to begin work 
on a doctorate degree in Historical 
Theology. He continues in this 
task to the present and will return 
to the University of Mary when he 
has earned his degree.

25 years

Fr. Gonzalo Rodolfo Blanco 
Gutiérrez, OSB
Monasterio Benedictino de 
Tibatí

Fr. Gonzalo Godolfo Blanco 
Gutiérrez, OSB, was born in 
Bucaramanga, Colombia. He 
entered the monastic novitiate 
at Monasterio Benedictino de 
Tibatí during June 1986 and 
made his monastic vows on June 
29, 1987. Fr. Gonzalo did his 
seminary theological studies at the 
University of Santa Buenaventura 
in Bogotá, Colombia. He was 
ordained to the diaconate on Nov. 
30, 1991, and to the priesthood on 
Dec. 12, 1992. After his ordination, 
Fr. Gonzalo taught courses in the 
primary school and was chaplain 
for Colegio San Benito de Tibatí, 
a neighborhood school operated 
by the monks of Monasterio 
Benedictino de Tibatí.  In 1998, 
he became Director of Discipline 
and Chaplain to the upper grades 
of Colegio San Carlos, a school 
from grades 1-12 with over 
1,300 students. He continues in 
these positions to the present. 
From 2005 to 2008, he had the 
additional job of being Prior of 
Monasterio Benedictino de Tibatí. 
Fr. Gonzalo continues to serve 
the Lord as monk of Tibatí and 
its apostolates. Tibatí is not an 
independent monastery, but is 
dependent on Assumption Abbey 
in Richardton. All the monks at 
Tibatí are members of Assumption 
Abbey.

40 Years

Fr. Charles Zins
St. Vincent de Paul, Mott, St. 
John the Baptist, New Leipzig, 
St. Henry, Regent

Fr. Charles Zins was ordained 
at his home 
parish of St. 
Gertrude 
in Raleigh 
by Bishop 
Hilary Hacker 
on June 17, 
1977. His fi rst 
assignment 
was as 
assistant at St. Leo the Great in 
Minot until 1978. From there, he 
went on to become assistant at 
St. Mary in New England and the 
missions of Sts. Peter and Paul in 
Amidon and Our Lady of Lourdes 
in Gaylord until 1980. Father Zins 
then spent from 1980 to 1983 
at St. Mary’s in Bismarck as an 
assistant. His fi rst assignment as 
pastor came in 1983 for St. Bridget 
in Parshall and the missions of 
Sacred Heart in Plaza and St. 
Elizabeth in Makoti. Then in 1988, 
he was named pastor of St. Charles 
in Bowman and the mission of St. 
Mel in Rhame and Immaculate 
Heart of Mary in Marmarth and 
remained there for 10 years. In 

1998, Fr. Zins became the pastor 
of St. Joseph in Beulah and St. 
Martin in Hazen and remained 
there until 2005. He is currently 
the pastor of St. Vincent de Paul in 
Mott, St. John the Baptist in New 
Leipzig and St. Henry in Regent. 
In July, Fr. Zins will become 
pastor of Holy Trinity, Hettinger, 
Sacred Heart, Reeder, and Sacred 
Heart, Scranton.

60 Years

Fr. Thomas Dignan
Retired - Texas

Fr. Thomas Dignan was 
ordained at his 
home parish 
of St. Joseph 
in Bowbells 
by Bishop 
Hilary Hacker 
on June 1, 
1957. His fi rst 
assignment 
was as 
assistant at St. Mary’s in Bismarck 
until 1961. He then spent a short 
time as chaplain at St. Joseph 
Hospital in Minot, before being 
assigned in that same capacity at 
St. Joseph Hospital in Dickinson 
until 1962. Father Dignan then 
served for a short time as a 
substitute priest for St. Bridget 
in Parshall and Sacred Heart in 
Plaza. Then later in 1962, he was 
assigned as pastor of St. Luke 
in Noonan and the missions of 
St. Michael in Columbus and 
St. Mary in Lignite until 1970. 
Then from 1970-73, Fr. Dignan 
served as pastor of Sacred Heart 
in Scranton and Sacred Heart in 
Reeder, St. Mel in Rhame and 
Immaculate Heart of Mary in 
Marmarth. During this time in 
1971, he also served as chaplain 
for the Hettinger squadron of the 
Civil Air Patrol. Then from 1976 to 
1989, Fr. Dignan served as pastor 
of Holy Trinity in Hettinger and 

the missions of Sacred Heart in 
Scranton and Sacred Heart in 
Reeder. His fi nal assignment was 
to St. Thomas in Tioga and St. 
Michael in Ray, where he served 
from 1989 to his retirement in 
June 2000. He now resides in 
Stafford, Texas.

Fr. Damian Dietlein, OSB
Assumption Abbey, 
Richardton

Reverend Damian (Leo) 
Dietlein, OSB entered the 
monastic novitiate and made 
his monastic 
vows on July 
11, 1952. 
After making 
his vows as 
a monk, he 
returned to 
St. John’s and 
completed 
college studies 
in 1954. He then went to Rome, 
for seminary studies and was 
ordained to the priesthood July 
25, 1957. Fr. Damian returned to 
Rome to complete a Licentiate in 
Sacred Theology (STL) in 1959. He 
then began studies at the Biblicum 
in Rome and received a Licentiate 
in Sacred Scripture (SSL) in June 
1961. He taught Scripture and 
Dogmatic Theology in the Abbey 
seminary from 1961 to 1967, when 
the seminary there closed. He was 
appointed Prior and taught at the 
Junior College. During 1968, he 
became a Scripture teacher at the 
St. Meinrad School of Theology, 
St. Meinrad, Ind. He held this 
position for 47 years, being the 
senior faculty member for many 
years. During the summer, he 
would return to the Abbey and 
was noted for making the bales, 
and for his good mechanical skills. 
In 2015, Fr. Damian retired and 
returned to Richardton. At present 
Fr. Damian is substitute chaplain 
to CHI St. Alexius, Dickinson, and 
does pastoral weekend work.

Fr. Josh Waltz

Fr. Benedict Fischer, OSB

Fr. Charles Zins

Fr. Damian Dietlein, OSB

Fr. Thomas Dignan

Public Invitation
to Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Bismarck
With joy and thanksgiving to God, please join the Church of the

Diocese of Bismarck as they gather with Bishop David Kagan for the

Friday, May 12 
at 2:30 p.m.

at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit
520 N. Raymond Street, Bismarck

Anniversary Mass of the Ordination
to the Holy Priesthood for:

10 years – Fr. Joshua Waltz;
Fr. Benedict Fischer, OSB

25 years – Fr. Gonzalo Rodolfo 
  Blanco Gutiérrez, OSB 

40 years – Fr. Charles Zins
60 years – Fr. Thomas Dignan;

Fr. Damian Dietlien, OSB
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Good teachers are always 
looking for teachable moments for 
their students. So, it is safe to say, 
University of Mary student and 
religious-education-teacher-to-be 
Chris Riedman’s recent encounter 
with Pope Francis is one of many 
precious experiences that he’ll 
undoubtedly share with his future 
students—whenever and wherever 
that time comes.

Perhaps the fi rst lesson is one 
we’ve all heard before, if at fi rst 
you don’t succeed, try again. 
Riedman and his University of 
Mary Rome Campus classmates 
got up bright and early to catch 
the 5:15 a.m. bus to attend Pope 
Francis’ Wednesday address to 
the faithful indoors at the Pope 
Paul VI Audience Hall. This is a 
smaller, more intimate venue than 
the much larger St. Peter’s Square 
where he fi rst saw the pope three 
years ago during his high school 
pilgrimage with thousands of 
other faithful. In the hall, the pope 
can greet the pilgrims in person 
instead of just waving to people 
from his Popemobile. On this day, 
Chris sat near the aisle where Pope 
Francis would be walking.

“It worked out that I was 
standing next to a baby, which 
worked in my favor because the 
Holy Father always stops to give 
his blessing and a kiss to babies,” 
recalled Riedman, a Bismarck 
native studying at University 
of Mary’s Rome campus while 
double majoring in philosophy 
and Catholic studies. “As soon as 
the curtains opened and everyone 
saw the pope, the hall erupted 
in cheers and clapping as people 
went a little crazy trying to get 
a moment with the pope. And I 
don’t blame them-when you see 
the Holy Father only a few feet 
away from you, the only thing 
that you’re able to say is ‘Papa. 
Papa.’ But this time, I couldn’t 
even speak. I think for a time I 
even forgot how to smile. As Pope 
Francis approached me, I held my 
hand out holding my zucchetto. 
He immediately saw it and a 
grin crossed his face—of course, 
when is the pope not smiling? We 
exchanged glances and he then 
took the zucchetto, sized it up, and 
placed it on his head”

To his amazement, Riedman 
had just pulled off the exchange 
that he had been planning 
for years. His research about 
zucchetto trades made popular 
by Pope St. John Paul II, what 
he learned about the Church, 
its traditions and legacies of the 
popes, had fi nally come true.

“I had dreamed of having a 
special token that signifi ed the 
papacy and share with others – 
that of course being a zucchetto,” 
added Riedman, a junior who 
started school at Mary in the fall 
of 2015 as one of the school’s fi rst 
Year-Round Campus students. 
“After the exchange, I had the 
opportunity to shake his hand. I 
was so struck I couldn’t speak, but 
if I could, I would have thanked 
him immensely for not just the 
gift he had given me, but for the 
impact he continually makes on 
my life.”

The impact on Riedman is 
felt every Sunday at noon. That’s 
when Riedman makes his way 
from Mary’s campus to St. Peter’s 

Square to hear 
Francis’ homily 
and pray the 
Angelus with him 
and thousands of 
other pilgrims. 
But, this was 
Riedman’s 
moment.

“After my 
amazing moment 
with Pope Francis, 
I stood there 
with the biggest 
smile on my face. 
I looked down at 
the zucchetto that 
I now possessed 
and realized that 
I was shaking a 
bit. I looked down 
the aisle and 
saw some of the 
students from the Rome campus 
and we all couldn’t believe what 
had just happened. I defi nitely 
feel blessed and extremely lucky 
that it went so smoothly and that 
I even had the opportunity at all. 
But, I don’t really see having the 
pope’s zucchetto as a strictly Chris 
Riedman thing, but more of a 
Rome Campus Spring 2017 thing. 
We are all a tight community on 
campus and it wouldn’t be right to 
have something so fantastic all for 
myself. Something like a zucchetto 
is meant to be shared in order to 
inspire one’s faith to grow in new 
ways.”

Inspirational events come 
in many forms. His zucchetto 
exchange with Pope Francis is just 
one of many, but unbelievably 
perhaps not the most signifi cant 
for Riedman. Two times he came 
face to face with death.

“I was diagnosed with ulcerative 
colitis, an infl ammatory bowel 
disease, at an early age that really 
took a toll on my life for many 
years. I missed almost entire years 
of school because I kept having 
to be in the hospital and I lost a 
good portion of what could be 
considered my childhood. I made 
over 90 trips to Mayo Clinic, once 
by air ambulance, and after that 
the only choice was to have my 
entire colon removed because I 
couldn’t be cured. Without that 
surgery, I believe that my life 
would have been in real danger.”

Riedman has since been 
diagnosed with Crohns disease. 
His need for occasional IV fl uids 
through an accessible port under 
his skin keeps him from going 
to the hospital on a regular 
basis—except for one unfortunate 
instance three years ago in high 
school.

“I suddenly became extremely 
cold, weak, and shaky,” recalls 
Riedman. “I didn’t know what, but 
I defi nitely knew something was 
wrong. I called my mom and she 
came to get me and I asked to just 
be taken home—I felt that I maybe 
just needed some sleep and IV 
fl uid. But her motherly instincts 
kicked in and she had a feeling 
that I needed to see a doctor. 
We went in to the hospital and I 
gradually got worse and worse. 
I was admitted and it was found 
that I had a central line infection.”

That’s when doctors feared his 
muscles were dying and his organs 
beginning to slow down as all his 
energy was going towards keeping 

the heart beating.
“I knew that this was a serious 

moment when I overheard my 
doctor tell my mom that she 
needed to call my priests. Both 
of my parish priests came to 
the hospital, parishioners were 
praying for life at church and 
I received Communion and 
anointing, possibly for the last 
time. It didn’t really hit me that 
it could have been the end for me 
at that moment. But, after having 
such amazing support from my 
family, friends, and priests, I felt 
more at peace. Looking back and 
knowing that I could have been 
receiving my last sacraments is 
a terrible thought, but I believe 
that having my faith so close to 
me during those moments and 
receiving Christ in the Eucharist 
gave me the extra strength needed 
to power through and live.”

“Within two hours after 
receiving the sacraments, 
Chris was improving,” recalled 
Riedman’s mom, Karol. “The 
doctor said, ‘Mrs. Riedman, our 
antibiotics alone could not have 
worked that fast.’”

Riedman put his trust in God, 
prayer and his new-found Catholic 
faith having converted from the 
Lutheran faith nearly six years 
ago. Before that time, he had very 
little knowledge about Catholicism 
with views that were somewhat 
harsh and skewed. Since that time, 
he’s learned so much about his 
Catholic faith only to realize that 
all his childhood perceptions were 
inaccurate.

“I give a lot of credit to close 
friends that were a positive impact 
on my life and led me to the 
Church. But, it really came down 
to attending Mass. I remember 
clearly the fi rst time I attended 
Mass and I was immediately 
captivated. I felt the presence 
of Christ in a way that I had 
never experienced before. After 
attending Mass a few more times, 
I really fell in love. I knew in my 
heart that this was where I needed 
to be, and Christ was calling 
me to His Church. But having 
Catholicism, having the healing 
power of the Church, I wasn’t 
afraid. If I wouldn’t have been 
Catholic and didn’t know Christ in 
His sacraments, I could have easily 
lost hope and given up. But with 
Him, especially in the Eucharist, I 
found strength.”

And, here he is now able to 
share another life-changing 

experience with friends, 
classmates and his parents 
who were waiting back home in 
Bismarck to hear from their son.

“My parents knew that I was 
going to attempt an exchange so 
they were waiting to hear what 
happened after I returned to 
campus,” said Riedman. “I had 
to FaceTime them separately but 
when I did, I showed them the 
zucchetto that I had received. I 
remember my mom was so happy 
she had tears and my dad was 
in a car wash and exploded with 
excitement. I was afraid that he 
would jump out of the car.”

So, what’s next for the zucchetto 
and what’s next for Riedman? The 
zucchetto is safe with Riedman in 
a Ziploc bag. He’s not sure where 
it will end up, but his church in 
Bismarck holds a place in his 
heart.

“I have a few ideas, one of 
which involves displaying it for 
a period time at my home parish 
of St. Anne’s in Bismarck. I love 
St. Anne’s for its charm and of 
course for the wonderful people 
and holy priests that make it what 
it is. But, St. Anne’s is also where 
I fi rst experienced a real call to 
Catholicism. I was also confi rmed 
there and received my fi rst Holy 
Communion there. The zucchetto 
is an amazing possession, but it 
can only do so much sitting at 
home. Something like that needs 
to be displayed and shared with 
others.”

And, sharing is what Riedman is 
all about. His entire life opens like 
an inspirational book with twists 
and turns that become one big 
learning experience that would not 
only have his current classmates 
sitting on the edge of their 
classroom seats, but also his future 
students riveted. Riedman hopes 
to begin his teaching career back 
home in Bismarck at St. Mary’s 
Central High School—a place 
where learning about the Catholic 
faith all started for him.

“St. Mary’s made a great impact 
on me and encouraged me to grow 
in my faith. It was there where I 
decided that I wanted to spend my 
future career getting kids excited 
about the faith and encouraging 
them to live it out in everything 
that they do. For me, my faith is 
the most important aspect of my 
life and I want to share that joy 
with as many people as I can.”

—Submitted information

Swapping zucchettos
Pope Francis and University of Mary student make exchange in Rome

University of Mary student Chris Riedman exchanged zucchettos with Pope Francis in Rome.
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“Your Every Act 
Should Be Done 

With Love.”
1 Cor. 16:14

May 6-7, 2017

My Dear Sisters and 
Brothers in Christ,

I have chosen, “Your Every Act Should Be 
Done With Love,” 1 Cor. 16:14 as the theme 
for our 60th Annual God’s Share Appeal that 
will be conducted in our parishes on May 
6-7, 2017. As we look to this year’s appeal, 
I encourage you to refl ect on your personal 
experiences of God’s love, and participate ac-
cordingly.

At Baptism, we receive the gift of our faith. The Diocese of Bismarck pro-
vides various educational, pastoral and religious programs and services that 
empower individuals and families to grow in their faith. I ask you to 
please read through these pages and to visit our diocesan website, 
www.bismarckdiocese.com, to learn more details of these great programs 
and services.

Through the Annual God’s Share Appeal, the people in our 98 parishes 
and missions unite to provide the major fi nancial resources that allows us 
to serve and to care for the spiritual and temporal needs of our Catholic 
faithful in western North Dakota. Indeed, it is through your generosity that 
these programs and services funded by this appeal are able to thrive and 
help more people experience God’s unfailing love for them.

Your donations are carefully spent; it is money for God’s work, and I use it 
accordingly. Your contributions are deeply appreciated, very much needed, 
and make a real difference in the lives of so many people.

Thank you in advance for your thoughtful giving and support of Christ’s 
mission in western North Dakota. May you be blessed beyond measure for 
all your goodness!

Sincerely yours in our Lord, Jesus Christ,

Most Reverend David D. Kagan
Bishop of Bismarck

Diocese of Bismarck

The Diocese of Bismarck is
not just one person, it is not
just one parish, it is an entire
diocese which is the Kingdom
of God in western North
Dakota.

We are…
 63,975 Catholic people
 98 Parishes
 1 Bishop
 1 Retired Bishop
 56 Priests
 13 Retired Priests
 28 Seminarians
 78 Permanent
  Deacons
 15 Men in Diaconate
  Formation
 1 Diocese

Living and Sharing our Faith
In 2016, we celebrated:
 1,122 Baptisms
 1,037 First Communions
 889 Confi rmations
 248 Marriages
 715 Deaths

God’s Share Appeal

We Respond as Disciples . . .

After refl ecting on the importance of
the vital works of formation,

outreach and education funded through
the God’s Share Appeal and how you can help,

Please refl ect on the many gifts you
have received from God, including
your family and fi nancial blessings.

Next, pray about how God wants you to
use the gifts He has entrusted to your care.

Then, decide how you will share your
blessings with those in need and to

support the mission of your Diocesan Church.

Please prayerfully discern how you respond
to God’s generosity in your life by making

a generous pledge to the God’s Share Appeal
that impacts thousands of lives in western

North Dakota each year.

“Your Every Act Should Be
Done With Love.”

1 Cor. 16:14
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Doing God’s Work
For more pictures and information on each office, please visit our diocesan website:

www.bismarckdiocese.com

Your donation to the 2017 God’s Share
Appeal supports all of the programs and
services provided by the following offices:
• Archives
• Bishop’s Office
• Canonical Services
• Chancery Office
• Communications and Media Services
• Continuing Education for Clergy
• Education
• Faith Formation and Youth  

Ministry/Search
• Family Ministry
• Fiscal Office
• Missionary Activity
• Moderator of the Curia/Vicar General
• Permanent Diaconate
• Planned Giving/Foundation
• Respect Life and Natural Family Planning
• Stewardship and Resource Development
• Vicar for Presbyters
• Vocations
• Worship

Annual Household Income 1% Pledge Down Payment 11 Monthly Payments

$12,000 $120 $10.00 $10.00

$24,000 $240 $20.00 $20.00

$48,000 $480 $40.00 $40.00

$60,000 $600 $50.00 $50.00

$90,000 $900 $75.00 $75.00

$120,000 $1,200 $100.00 $100.00

$180,000 $1,800 $150.00 $150.00

Consider Different Possibilities
1. Make a pledge rather than a one-time gift.
2. Have your gift automatically deducted from your checking or savings account.
3. Use your credit card or debit card to make your gift.
4. Make your gift on-line at www.bismarckdiocese.com
5. Increase last year’s gift by a percentage or a specific dollar amount.
6. Pledge one percent of your income.
7. Make your gift using stocks, bonds, grain, livestock, securities, real estate, or 

other personal property, which may have greatly increased in value. Should 
you be considering this type of gift, contact the Office of Stewardship and 
Resource Development at (701) 222-3035 for assistance.

Stewardship and the God’s Share Appeal 
The God’s Share Appeal is based on the concept of Christian Stewardship. 
Stewardship is centered on the daily recognition that we are not the absolute 
owners of ourselves, our time, our talents, or material goods. Rather, we have 
received every gift of nature and grace from God. Through Baptism we are called 
to use our time, talent and treasure in a responsible manner for our families, 
our parish communities, the pastoral, educational and religious ministries of 
the diocese, and for the global ministries of the universal Church. Stewardship 
is not about just giving in order to fill a need. It is about living a life that shows 
gratitude to the Lord for our lives, our skills and our resources.

Stewardship is . . .
   • Receiving God’s Gifts Gratefully • Nurturing God’s Gifts Responsibly

   • Sharing God’s Gifts Justly  • Returning God’s Gifts Abundantly

This year’s God’s Share Appeal theme is “Your Every Act Should Be Done 
With Love.” 1 Cor. 16:14  Our faith teaches us that the way we came to know 
of Jesus’ love for us, was that He laid down his life - as an example for us to 
follow. By making a gift to this year’s God’s Share Appeal, you are expressing 
your love as a Christian steward - supporting Christ’s work here in western North 
Dakota. 

Please consider 1% of your income as a gift to the 2017 God’s Share Appeal. Make your pledge 
today. Thank you for being good stewards of God’s varied grace.

A  CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA)

B  OFFICE OF PERMANENT DIACONATE

C  CELEBRATION OF MARRIAGE DAY

D  ORDINATION OF PRIESTS 

F  RETIRED PRIESTS AND BISHOP

G  OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS

D  OFFICE OF VOCATIONS

A  SEARCH WEEKEND

C  TOWN AND COUNTRY CELEBRATION

C  TOWN AND COUNTRY CELEBRATION

E  EDUCATIONAL WORKSHOPS

A  THIRST CONFERENCE 2016

DEACON GREG LUGER
Theology 4
Ascension
Bismarck

JORDAN DOSCH
Theology 4
Cathedral
Bismarck

JARAD WOLF
Theology 3

Sacred Heart
Glen Ullin

DOMINIC BOUCK
Theology 2
St. Patrick’s
Dickinson

GREGORY CRANE
Theology 2
Cathedral
Bismarck

BRANDON WOLF
Theology 2

St. Leo the Great
Minot

MARK AUNE
Theology 1

Corpus Christi
Bismarck

JACOB DEGELE
College 4

St. Joseph’s
Dickinson

MATTHEW KOPPINGER
College 4
St. Anne’s
Bismarck

NICK VETTER
College 4

St. Anthony
Linton

JACOB BENNETT
College 3
Cathedral
Bismarck

GRANT DVORAK
College 3
Cathedral
Bismarck

JACOB MAGNUSON
College 3

St. Therese
Minot

LOGAN OBRIGEWITCH
College 3

St. Joseph’s
Beulah

BEN WANNER
College 3

St. Joseph’s
Mandan

JOHN WINDSOR
College 2
St. Mary’s
Bismarck

DUSTIN JOHNS
Spirituality Year
St. Leo the Great

Minot

CHRISTIAN SMITH
Theology 1
Cathedral
Bismarck

ANTHONY DUKART
Pre-Theology 2

St. Joseph’s
Killdeer

BEN FRANCHUK
Pre-Theology 2
Queen of Peace

Dickinson

PAUL GARDNER
Pre-Theology 2

St Mary’s
New England

JOSEPH GOLIK
Pre-Theology 2

St. Joseph’s
Dickinson

GREG HILZENDEGER
Pre-Theology 2

Cathedral
Bismarck

RYAN MARTIRE
Pre-Theology 1

Cathedral
Bismarck

LUKE DEMERS
Spirituality Year
St. Leo the Great

Minot

JOSH HILL
Spirituality Year

Cathedral
Bismarck

STEVEN VETTER
Spirituality Year

St. Bernard’s
Belfield

2016-2017 SEMINARIANS PLEASE PRAY FOR AND SUPPORT OUR SEMINARIANS

SEMINARIAN 

VOCATION STORIES AT 

BISMARCKVOCATIONS.COM

A 	Your	donation	supports	all	of	the	programs	offered	through	the	Office	of	Faith	Formation	
and	Youth	Ministry/Search.	Some	of	these	programs	are	the	training	offered	to	each	
parish	so	they	can	conduct	the	Rite	of	Christian	Initiation	of	Adults	(RCIA)	which	is	
the	process	for	welcoming	people	into	the	Full	Communion	of	the	Catholic	Church;	
the	Search	weekends;	the	High	School	Youth	Rally;	the	Jr.	High	Youth	Rally;	the	Thirst	
Conference;	the	Men’s	Conference;	and	the	Women’s	Conference.	Your	donation	to	
the	God’s	Share	Appeal	helps	keep	our	future	leaders	active	and	alive	in	our	Catholic	
Church.	Your	donation	also	helps	several	hundred	men	and	women	attend	the	Men’s	
and	Women’s	Conferences	and	more	than	5,000	children	and	adults	attend	the	Thirst	
Conference.

B 	Your	gift	supports	the	Office	of	Permanent	Diaconate	which	coordinates	the	recruitment	
and	training	of	deacon	candidates.	Formation	to	become	a	permanent	deacon	is	a	
five-year	process,	much	of	which	is	spent	receiving	instruction	in	a	classroom	setting.	
Currently,	we	have	78	Deacons	and	15	men	in	formation.

C		Your	donation	to	the	God’s	Share	Appeal	supports	numerous	programs	and	services	
provided	through	the	Office	of	Family	Ministry.	Four	of	the	many	programs	are	the	
Premarriage	Workshops	for	couples	planning	to	become	married;	the	Retrouvalle	
Program	that	helps	parishioners	who	are	in	hurting	marriages;	the	annual	Celebration	of	
Marriage	Day;	and	the	Annual	Town	and	Country	Celebration.

D		Your	gift	supports	the	Office	of	Vocations.	Your	donation	helps	pay	for	the	education	
of	all	of	our	seminarians	who	will	one	day	serve	us	as	priests.	Currently,	we	have	28	
seminarians	in	formation.	Deacon	Greg	Luger	and	Deacon	Jordan	Dosch	will	be	ordained	
on	May	31,	2017	as	two	new	priests	to	serve	in	western	North	Dakota.	.	Bishop	Kagan	
is	currently	visiting	with	other	men	who	are	discerning	if	they	will	enter	the	seminary.	Our	
diocese	has	been	blessed	beyond	measure	with	this	large	number	of	seminarians.	As	you	
know,	it	is	expensive	to	educate	and	form	our	seminarians.

E 	Educational	workshops	are	offered	by	several	diocesan	offices	to	a	variety	of	parish	
groups	throughout	the	year.	Our	priests,	deacons,	parish	employees,	parish	and	finance	
council	members	are	among	the	many	who	benefit	from	the	education	provided.

F 	Your	contribution	supports	all	of	our	13	retired	priests	and	Bishop	Emeritus	Paul	A.	Zipfel	
who	are	a	tremendous	gift	to	our	diocese.	Through	the	ministry	of	the	Office	of	the	Vicar	
for	Presbyters,	we	desire	to	reaffirm	them	and	offer	encouragement	to	them	as	they	
experience	their	sunset	years.	Bishop	Kagan	poses	with	Fr.	John	O’Leary,	Fr.	Marvin	
Klemmer,	Fr.	Paul	Cervinski,	and	Fr.	Jerome	Kautzman.

G		The	Office	of	Communications	assists	Bishop	Kagan	in	communicating	with	people	of	all	
ages	in	a	variety	of	ways	–	through	the	Dakota	Catholic	Action	newspaper,	weekly	video	
messages	on	the	diocesan	website	and	through	his	Twitter	account.	
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CLERGY APPOINTMENTS
Bishop of Bismarck

David D. Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following appointments, with the permission of Bishop David D. Kagan, 
D.D., P.A., J.C.L., are eff ective July 1, 2017 unless otherwise specifi ed.

The Reverend Gary Benz 
• Currently Pastor 
of Queen of 
the Most Holy 
Rosary, Stanley, 
and St. Ann, 
Berthold.
• To be Pastor of 
St. Mary, New 
England, and St. 
Elizabeth, Lefor.

The Reverend William Cosgrove 
• Currently retired 
and residing in 
Arizona
• To be Parochial 
Administrator 
at St. Patrick, 
Crosby, St. Luke, 
Noonan, and St. 
John the Baptist, 
Portal.

The Reverend Paul Eberle 
• Currently 
Spiritual 
Director at 
Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary in St. 
Louis.
• To be Pastor 
of St. Charles 
Borromeo, 
Bowman, St. Mel, 
Rhame, and St. Mary, Marmarth, 
eff ective June 1, 2017.

The Reverend Stephen 
Folorunso 
• Currently Pastor 
of Holy Trinity, 
Hettinger, Sacred 
Heart, Reeder, 
and Sacred 
Heart, Scranton.
• To be Pastor 
of St. Vincent de 
Paul, Mott, St. 
John the Baptist, New Leipzig, and 
St. Henry, Regent.

The Reverend Thomas 
Grafsgaard 
• Currently 
Parochial Vicar at 
St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson 
and Chaplain/
Instructor at 
Trinity High 
School.
• To be Parochial 
Vicar for St. Anne, Bismarck.

The Reverend Jared Johnson 
• Currently 
Parochial Vicar at 
the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit.
• To be the full-
time Chaplain for 
St. Mary Central 
High School, 
Bismarck with 
residence at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

The Reverend Corey Nelson 
• Currently 
Parochial Vicar 
for St. Anne, 
Bismarck.
• To be Pastor of 
St. Thomas the 
Apostle, Tioga, St. 
Michael, Ray, and 
St. James, Powers 
Lake.

Rev. Gary Benz

The Reverend David Morman 
• Currently Pastor 
of St. Charles 
Borromeo, 
Bowman, St. Mel, 
Rhame, and St. 
Mary, Marmarth.
• To be Priest 
Administrator 
of the Diocese of 
Bismarck’s African 
Mission, Kisii Diocese, Kenya, 
eff ective June 1, 2017.

The Reverend Benny Putharayil 
• Currently 
Parochial 
Administrator at 
St. Thomas the 
Apostle, Tioga, St. 
Michael Parish, 
Ray, and St. James, 
Powers Lake.
• To be Parochial 
Administrator for 
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg, St. Mary, 
Hague, and St. Michael, rural Linton.

The Reverend Jason Signalness 
• Currently Pastor 
of Sts. Peter & 
Paul, Strasburg, St. 
Mary, Hague, and 
St. Michael, rural 
Linton.
• To be Pastor 
of Queen of the 
Most Holy Rosary, 
Stanley, and St. Ann, 
Berthold.

The Reverend Charles Zins 
• Currently Pastor 
of St. Vincent de 
Paul, Mott, St. John 
the Baptist, New 
Leipzig, and St. 
Henry, Regent.
• To be Pastor 
of Holy Trinity, 
Hettinger, Sacred 
Heart, Reeder, and 
Sacred Heart, Scranton.

The Reverend 
Jordan Dosch 
• Newly ordained, 
to be Chaplain for 
Trinity Catholic 
Schools, Dickinson 
and Parochial Vicar 
for St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson.

The Reverend 
Gregory Luger 
• Newly ordained, 
to be Parochial 
Vicar for Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck and 
part-time Religion 
Instructor for St. 
Mary’s Central High 
School.

The Reverend Biju Chitteth
• Currently Pastor 
of St. Mary, New 
England, and St. 
Elizabeth, Lefor. 
For health reasons, 
has been granted 
excardination 
from the Diocese 
of Bismarck and 
incardination to the 
Diocese of Gwalior, India, with the 
agreement of the respective bishops.

Rev. William 
Cosgrove

Rev. Paul Eberle

Rev. Stephen 
Folorunso

Rev. Thomas 
Grafsgaard

Rev. Jared Johnson

Rev. David Morman

Rev. Benny Putharayil

Rev. Jason Signalness

Rev. Charles Zins

Rev. Jordan Dosch

Rev. Corey Nelson

Rev. Gregory Luger

Rev. Biju Chitteth

  UPCOMING EVENTS
■  CTK Casino Night May 5
Celebrate Cinco de Mayo at 
Christ the King’s annual Casino 
Night on Friday, May 5 at the 
Mandan Eagles Club. There will 
be a live auction, silent auction, 
pinochle tournament, blackjack, 
roulette, and bingo. Play games 
with “fun money” for a chance 
to win cash prizes. New this 
year is “Father’s Pick” wine pull 
with all wines selected by Fr. 
Schneider. Father will also be 
making and serving “tapas,” 
Spanish appetizers. Tickets are 
$25 each (must be 21 or older 
to attend), and include dinner: 
taco bar with all the fi xings and 
dessert. For tickets, go to www.
ctkmandan.com or contact the 
CTK School Offi  ce at 663-6200. 

■ Catholic Daughters 
Convention May 5-7
The 50th Biennial North Dakota 
State Convention of the Catholic 
Daughters of the Americas will 
be held on May 5-7 in Bismarck. 
The theme will be “Mary, Our 
Mother, Help Us to Say Yes!” 
The convention begins with a 
vocation Mass celebrated by 
Bishop Kagan on Friday, May 5 at 
noon. Business meetings will be 
conducted on Friday afternoon 
and Saturday. The memorial 
Mass will be on Saturday at 
8 a.m. with a banquet that 
evening. Installation Mass for 
newly-elected state offi  cers will 
be celebrated on Sunday, May 7 
at 9 a.m.

■ Marriage encounter 
weekends
A Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend is a 
private weekend away from 
distractions that allows a 
married couple to rekindle 
and grow in their love and 
experience the joys that come 
from this intimate weekend. The 
next available weekends are 
May 5-7 in Buff alo, Minn. and 
July 14-16 in Buff alo, Minn. 
Early registration is highly 
recommended. For more 
information, visit ndwwme.org 
or contact Rob and Angie at 701-
347-1998.

■ Quilt show and sale May 6
The Church of Corpus Christi 
Quilters show and sale is 
Saturday May 6, 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. in the parish center in 
Bismarck. There will be 100 quilts 
for sale. Refreshments will be 
served and there’s no admission 
fee. Contact Susan Tschider 471-
0816 for more information.

■ Mother’s Day brunch May 14
The St. Joseph’s (Mandan) 
Knights of Columbus #2760 is 
hosting a Mother’s Day Jazz 
Brunch on Sunday, May 14 from 
9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Joseph 
in Mandan. There will be jazz 
band entertainment during 
brunch which will consist of 

omelets, brats, beignets, salad, 
fruit, beverages and more. 
Contact Pete at 391-5201 or Pat 
at 202-9103. Free will off ering 
will be taken. The event benefi ts 
the mission of First Choice Clinic.

■ Caritas Award luncheon 
May 16
The Spring Caritas Award 
Luncheon is Tuesday, May 16 
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. hosted 
by Catholic Charities North 
Dakota at Spirit of Life Church in 
Mandan. This year’s honorees are 
Joyce and Roger Sand for their 
work with the food pantry at Our 
Lady of Grace Church in Minot. 
Come and enjoy this celebration 
with wonderful food and friends. 
There is no cost to attend, but 
attendees are asked to bring 
peanut butter and other non-
perishable items for the food 
pantries at Our Lady of Grace 
and Spirit of Life. RSVP to 
dinner@catholiccharitiesnd.org 
or call 701-235-4457.

■ Vacation Bible School
Cathedral, St. Anne’s and 
Ascension parishes in Bismarck 
will be hosting a Cat Chat 
Vacation Bible School on June 5-
8 from 1-4 p.m. at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit. The theme this 
year is “Cathletics! Training to Be 
Champions for Christ.” VBS is for 
children entering kindergarten 
through 5th grade this 
upcoming fall. Registration 
forms are available in the 
entrances of these parishes as 
well as on Cathedral’s parish 
website: www.cathedralparish.
com. The cost is $30/child.

■ Steubenville 2017
Steubenville North in St. Paul will 
be July 26-30. In addition to the 
rally, which includes powerful 
speakers, energizing music and 
dynamic workshops, this faith-
fi lled, fun trip will include daily 
Mass, touring unique churches, 
a little shopping, a few other fun 
things and, of course, a project 
where students will practice 
stewardship by giving of their 
time, talent and treasure to 
others. Contact Bobbi Shegrud 
at 701-720-3998 or bobbi.
shegrud@k12.nd.us.

■ Chant Camp Aug. 14-19
Chant Camp will be held 
Aug. 14-19 at the Church of St. 
Anne in Bismarck. All children 
ages 7-17 from the Bismarck 
Diocese are welcome to register 
at www.stannesbismarck.org/
chant-camp. The week of sacred 
music learning will include adult 
workshops, an organ recital at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
(Aug. 18 at 11 a.m.), as well as 
the children singing for the 
4:30 p.m. Vigil Mass at St. Anne’s 
on Aug. 19.  
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Fr. Roger Synek leads the children in 
Stations of the Cross during St. Anthony 
summer camp near Mandaree.

Each year the Catholic 
Church of St. Anthony, 
located four miles east of 
Mandaree, provides three, 
fi ve-day camps called 
Christian Life Camp during 
the month of July. This is 
the third year St. Anthony 
will establish a team of 
people from the diocese 
to provide support for the 
camp for children who have 
completed 3rd and 4th 
grade. Camp begins for these 
grades on Monday, July 10.

Which role is for you?
A team of four to fi ve 

coordinators is needed to 
plan, in conjunction with Fr. 
Roger Synek, all components 
of the entire week. Teachers 
are also needed to help daily. 
They must be knowledgeable 
of the Catholic Faith and 
teach campers daily from 
theme materials provided by 
the coordinators and help 
where needed 

Adult counselors 
must be at least 18 years 
old, but there are also 
opportunities for teens ages 
15-17 to volunteer as junior 
counselors. The teens are 
needed to assist with leading 
games and crafts and help 
teach in classrooms, as well 
as clean-up and other tasks.

Other available positions 
include a nurse to be 
available and on site 24 
hours per day of the camp. 
Cooks, bus drivers, prayer 
support coordinator and 
social media journalist are 
also being sought for the 
camp.

St. Anthony Church is 
located four miles east 
of Mandaree on the Fort 
Berthold Reservation. 
For more information, 
contact Deacon Jim and 
Delphine Baker at 
701-421-0296, Bobbi 
Shegrud at 701-720-3998 
or the parish at 
701-759-3412 or 
StAMandaree16@gmail.com.

Christian 
Life Camp in 

Mandaree 
Volunteers needed 

for summer

People who sexually abuse children are likely to be 
people we know, and could even be people we care 
about. It would be easy to figure out who sexually 
abuses children if they were like the ones we see on 
TV—those strangers hanging around the edges of 
playgrounds, or the “monsters,” who kidnap and kill 
children. But truthfully, they’re hardly ever like that. 
Most often people who sexually abuse children—
both those who’ve been reported and those who 
haven’t— are people who have close contact with 
our children. It’s hard to face the fact that someone 
we know and like might sexually abuse children.

People who sexually abuse children rely on our 
confusion and on our reluctance to acknowledge 
discomfort. Adults need to talk with kids about 
sexual abuse and learn what to do to keep 
children safe. The first steps are setting clear 
boundaries and limits with everyone involved 
in our family and social circle and speaking 
up when any of those rules are broken.

People who sexually abuse children

052002-00073  8/15

GREG VETTER

We keep going

Guest Column

By Greg Vetter
Executive Vice President and 
Chief of Staff  University of Mary

A childhood in North Dakota is 
one of responsibility. 

You feed the chickens at 6 
a.m. or things die. You learn that 
quickly. 

You are expected at a young age 
to take on responsibilities, with 
an obligation to see them through. 
You don’t always like it, but from 
my perspective, work is part of a 
spiritual life. Work is not a punish-
ment.

For some people, there’s a real 
divide between work and leisure, 
when in fact they are part of a 
whole being. Work is not some-
thing that needs to be boring or 
unfulfi lling—just the opposite.

A North Dakota childhood 
builds hardiness—being able to ac-
cept the highs and lows of a partic-
ular day, a particular week, month, 
year, or season, without giving up. 
We all go through discouragement 
or despair, but with that sense of 
responsibility, we keep going.

A North Dakota rural childhood 

reveals in natural ways the mean-
ing of faith. The beauty of a rural 
area is found in the starkness of 
seasons. There’s a real growing 
season, a real death season. There 
are ebbs and fl ows of moisture, 
heat, wind. You see how nature 
impacts you. As your faith deep-
ens, you see that God will take care 
of things in due time. Connect-
edness with the natural seasons 
helps you as you go through the 
seasons of your life.

There is another connected-
ness that you don’t always realize 
when you’re in it. While I didn’t 
go to Catholic elementary or high 
school, I was part of a rural parish 
with 50 families—large families 
predominantly raised similarly. 
That was a tight-knit community. 
We knew of others’ joys when 
someone had a new baby, and 
conversely of their sorrows when 
someone had a heart crisis.

We celebrated the sacraments 
together. That was a precious time, 
more formative than I realized at 
the time. 

When the opportunity came to 

serve at the 
University of Mary, what struck 
me the most was our values here 
of prayer, service, community, 
hospitality, moderation, respect 
for persons. Those were the values 
I tried to instill and practice in 
business in my career prior to join-
ing the staff here.

Successful people fi nd that 
tender balance between creating 
a fabulous workforce while need-
ing to remain profi table—letting 
neither greed nor fear take over. 
The real disease of our time is 
despair and losing hope. But faith, 
hardiness and fortitude are gifts 
of the Holy Spirit. A lifetime isn’t 
made in a year. It’s when you look 
back that you see how far we have 
come.

I remember with fondness Bish-
op Paul Zipfel talking consistently 
about gratitude and hope, about 
living with a spirit of gratitude 
every day for what God has done 
for us, and with hope for what’s to 
come.
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Christian Music Recording Artist

MATT MAHER
IN CONCERT

Saturday August 12th  |  7 PM  |  Scheels Arena  Fargo, ND

Jamison StrainSonar

Tickets available exclusively through
tickets300.com or at the 

Scheels Arena box office
 Special rates available to groups of
8 or more, use promo code: grace

Sponsored by the Diocese of Fargo

with special guests

Bishop Kagan processes carrying the Blessed Sacrament for repose after Holy 
Thursday services at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

Deacon Greg 
Luger places the 
wooden cross 
during the Good 
Friday services at 
the Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit.

Fr. Wayne Sattler carries the wooden cross during Good 
Friday services at the Church of St. Anne in Bismarck.

After the Good Friday services at the Church of St. Anne, 
the Martel siblings, Hannah (12), Noah (10), Derek (8), 
and Levi (5) venerate the cross after the Good Friday 
liturgy.

At the Church of St. Anne, Deacon Wayne Jundt 
and Deacon Jerry Volk stand beside the cross for 
veneration during Good Friday services.

HOLY WEEK 2017
Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky and Joni Obrigewitch
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Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky and Joni Obrigewitch

Bishop Kagan confers the sacrament of baptism during the Saturday 
Easter Vigil.

Fr. Wayne Sattler confers the sacrament of baptism during 
the Saturday Easter Vigil at the Church of St. Anne.

The new paschal candle at 
the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit was blessed during 
the Saturday Easter Vigil.

He is Risen!He is Risen!

HOLY WEEK 2017

Mayo
Pharmacy

303 N. 4th Street, Bismarck
Just north of the downtown Wells Fargo

701-223-2424
Open: M-F 8 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Sat. 9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Now remodeled
with new Catholic 
gifts for all ages.

Stop in to see 
the full selection.
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If God’s will is 
unchangeable, 
then why pray 
at all?

In my ministry as pastor, 
parishioners come to 
me expecting answers 
and clarity on spiritual 

matters. One area in particular 
where they (and I) often struggle is 
understanding the mystery of the 
convergence of God’s holy will and 
prayer. If God’s will is unchangeable, 
then why pray at all? But, it goes 
deeper, touching on raw human 
emotions and fundamental needs. 

“I prayed for my wife to be healed 
of cancer, and she died nonetheless. 
Didn’t God hear my prayers?” 

“Why can’t I conceive a child? 
Doesn’t God know how much I long 
to be a mother?” 

“Why is my son struggling with a 
heroin addiction? Did I pray in vain 
for God to protect my children?” 

Understanding the convergence of 
God’s will and prayer is not merely 
theological in nature; it defi nes our 
very human existence. Does God 
love me and is He concerned about 
my deepest needs, which I bring to 

Him in prayer? The answer is yes, 
if we understand the relationship 
between our prayers and God’s holy 
will. 

As Catholics, we can fall under 
the infl uence of spiritual trends 
around us and one of them is the 
idea that we can “storm heaven” 
with our prayers. In military terms, 
“storm” means that you overpower 
a garrison and then proceed to 
dictate terms and conditions to the 
defeated party. What a disregard for 
God’s omnipotence when we assert 
that we will “storm heaven” with our 
needs, seemingly dictating to God 
how His divine will should unfold. In 
essence, man commands and God 
obeys. The sin of pride is alive and 
well! 

We don’t “storm heaven” with our 
prayers; we humbly ask and accept, 
“Thy will be done.”  This doesn’t 
mean that we cease praying. No, 
we continue to pray because what 
we ask for in prayer may be part 
of God’s will for us. We don’t really 
know, but unless we pray for that 
“door to be opened” (cf. Matthew 
7:7), it will remain closed…our 
prayer won’t be answered. 

Think of it this way: when we pray, 
we pray not to change God’s holy 
will, but to align ourselves with it. 
In the words of Pope Saint Gregory 

the Great, “By asking, men may 
deserve to receive what almighty 
God from all eternity is disposed to 
give.”  Thus, it is right and necessary 
to pray, because prayer makes God’s 
providence known. 

As Catholics, we need to embrace 
the humility and trust of our Blessed 
Mother in prayer, “Behold, I am the 
humble handmaid of the Lord. May 
it be done to me according to your 
word” (Luke 1:38). Our Lady reminds 
us that true servants of the Lord rest 
in the divine will, allowing God to 
be God. 

Regarding prayer and the divine 
will, we must believe that God’s 
will is unfolding in my life and my 
prayers are being answered, but 
not necessarily according to my 
preconceived notions. When we 
pray and things don’t unfold in our 
lives as we had wished, we assume 
that it was futile to engage in the 
exercise of prayer: I asked, and I 
did not receive; I sought, and I did 
not fi nd; I knocked, and the door 
wasn’t opened to me. But, carefully 
look at what Jesus actually stated in 
His exhortation on prayer. He does 
indeed command us to ask, seek, 
and knock but as for what He grants 
us, isn’t that for Him to decide? 
What our Lord grants to us in prayer 
is more benefi cial to us than that 
which we had asked for. This may 
not be evident right away, but the 
expanse of time and meditative 
prayer makes the beauty and great 
generosity of His divine will more 
clearly known and appreciated. 

I know that when my mother had 
her massive stroke at age 66, our 
family prayed for her healing, so 

that she could go home once again. 
It never happened; she was in a 
care center for almost 12 years until 
her death. Did the Lord not hear 
our prayers? Well, I believe He did; 
He gave her a spiritual healing to 
embrace her suff erings and she 
off ered them up daily for her family 
and for vocations to the priesthood 
for the Diocese of Bismarck. I like to 
believe that she and other victim 
souls are an important factor in 
the amazing vocations boom in 
our diocese. In addition, our dear 
mother gave us the face of the 
suff ering Christ and an example of 
how to carry one’s cross daily if we 
claim to be His disciple. 

For all of us, when God does not 
answer our prayers as we had 
envisioned them to be answered, 
praise Him for this. His will for me 
is far more sublime than my life as I 
had envisioned it would be. 

So, should we pray at all if God’s will 
be done? Yes, indeed, because we 
are disposing ourselves to blessings 
God has in store for us and we are 
embracing His will in its sublimity, 
especially as it prepares us for 
eternal glory in His Kingdom. Pray 
and pray always, because when we 
pray, we confess our need for God 
and proclaim His almighty power to 
bestow blessings. Prayer allows us 
to rest in the loving hands of God, 
and there is no better place to be. 

■ Fr. Benz is pastor of Queen of the 
Most Holy Rosary in Stanley and St. Ann 
in Berthhold. If you have a question you 
were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask 
it! Simply email your question to info@
bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question 
Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

A:

Q:

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. GARY BENZ

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Respecting another’s religious beliefs
In 1992, the late journalist Nat 

Hentoff wrote a book called Free 
Speech for Me, but Not Thee. It 
explored how people who claimed 
to support free speech were 
willing to ignore or even support 
infringements upon speech with 
which they disagreed. 

The problem still exists 
today and has expanded to 
infringements upon religion.

Many characterize attacks 
on religious freedom as part of 
a hostile campaign by Leftists 
determined to silence and remove 
any expression of religious belief 
outside of places of worship. 
There might be some truth to this 
narrative.

A more dangerous and closer-
to-home threat to religious 
freedom, however, comes not from 
outright hostility toward religion, 
but a failure to identify and respect 
another’s religious beliefs.

The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference, for example, faced at 
least seven instances of legislation 
that threatened religious freedom 
during the 2017 legislative 
session. Supporters of these 
proposals would not consider 
themselves hostile to religion. On 
the contrary, in some cases, the 
supporters consider themselves 
staunch defenders of religious 
freedom. How is it, then, that 
these threats come about?

In most cases, it is like the book 
“Free Exercise of Religion for Me, 

but not Thee” or rather “I don’t 
‘get’ your concern so it can’t be 
that important.”

Consider the case of guns 
in churches; something the 
conference had to oppose three 
times this legislative session. 
To Catholics, the notion that 
church property is sacred or a 
refl ection of our religious beliefs 
should seem obvious. A bishop 
might allow guns on the property, 
but because the space itself has 
religious signifi cance, the decision 
should rest with him. Any denial 
of that discretion violates religious 
freedom.

Others, however, do not have 
the same view about worship 
space. To them, a “church” is no 
more than a meeting place, like a 
shopping mall or restaurant. They 
might not “get” why Catholics 
would be so offended by a law that 
would allow someone to have a 
gun on church property without 
the church’s permission.

This lack of understanding of 
religious sentiments has found its 
way into other debates, such as a 
bill dictating how private religious 
universities must treat student 
journalists, the anti-religious law 
bill—also known as the anti-Sharia 
bill, and the existing law that 
prohibits a church from restricting 
fi rearms in its own parking lots.

Sometimes the “Free Exercise 
of Religion for Me, but not Thee” 
problem is more overt, at least 

in private conversations about 
legislation. Some legislators 
privately expressed concern 
that a bill to expand religious 
rights for students and school 
administrators would allow 
non-Christians to publicly pray. 
This was certainly an issue in 
the anti-religious law bill. Some 
proponents erroneously believed 
that the bill would only restrict 
Muslim practices. Restricting 
only this religious group, they 
concluded, was acceptable.

The antidote to this problem 
is expressed in the Catholic 
Church’s teaching on religious 
freedom from the Second Vatican 
Council. In Dignitatis Humanae, 
the Church teaches that everyone 
has a right to religious freedom. 
This freedom belongs to everyone 
because it is essential to human 
dignity, hence the name Dignitatis 
Humanae. One of the basic 
principles of Catholic teaching 
is that the essentials of human 
dignity belong to everyone, 
whether they are correct and 
whether they agree with us.

We do not have to understand 
another’s religious beliefs, and we 
certainly do not have to agree with 
them. We do, however, need to 
respect them.

There are, of course, limitations 
to religious freedom, both morally 
and legally. Dignitatis Humanae 
recognizes that. A person cannot 
use religion to undermine public 

safety 
or harm 
another person.

None of the religious practices 
affected by these bills, however, 
posed public harm. Some 
supporters of the anti-religious 
law bill claimed it would stop 
honor killings, genital mutilation, 
spousal abuse, and support for 
terrorism—a parade of horrors 
they insisted already existed 
elsewhere in the country because 
courts were ignoring U.S. law 
and were applying Sharia law 
instead. Our constitutional system, 
however, prevents abuses like 
that from occurring. Moreover, 
there are no cases where a court 
has applied Sharia or any other 
religious law instead of U.S. and 
state law. The alleged horrors, in 
fact, never actually happened.

The real threat to our system of 
laws, including the free exercise of 
religion, comes from the inability 
to step into the shoes of another so 
that we can respect someone else’s 
religious rights. Stepping into their 
shoes does not mean accepting 
their beliefs. In fact, such religious 
equivalency is contrary to the 
Catholic faith. It does, however, 
mean seeing, as a matter of 
dignity, the need to protect that 
person’s religious rights.

■ Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in 
matters of public policy.
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Spring! What a glorious time—
made ever more glorious when 
shared with family and friends, 
especially grandchildren. I got a 
full dose God’s blessings through 
the inquisitive manifestation of 
young eyes and minds.     

“Why is the baby calf so little?” 
my grandson asked.

“Why is the baby calf such 
a shiny color?” was the next 
question, before I could answer 
the fi rst.

“Why is the baby calf bellering 
and running around?” was the 
third in a rapid-fi re succession of 
endless rhetorical queries. 

It is not that I knew the answer 
(or my answer would satisfy the 
curiosity) but the little tyke’s 
barrage of questions about the 

next thing happening was more 
important than any answer I could 
give.

For my grandson, the questions 
signaled his awareness of a 
changing world and, I hope, 
the creative wonder and nature 
of God. I listened, answered 
when there was a lull in the 
conversation, and knew that my 
answers were not something earth 
shattering, at least to a youngster 
nearly four years old.

Yet, I was awestruck by the 
absolute trust and confi dence the 
youngster had in the answers. 
He listened, pondered and then 
initiated a new set of questions: 
about the grass, the water in the 
river, all beginning with “why.”    

Why? An interesting beginning 
in any discourse and usually 

puts me on the defensive 
because it means I must justify 
my thoughts, words or actions. 
Sometimes—more times than I 
want to admit—it is uncomfortable 
to explain “why” because it means 
there should be rational, logical, 
reasonable process involved, not 
just reaction fi lled with emotion.

So, I was taken aback by the 
“why” of my grandson. But, for 
me the lesson was eye opening. It 
was a real life moment in which 
God was giving me the message 
to mirror the humility, love and 
commitment to Jesus displayed 
by children, a great template for 
living. 

Why? Because God loves me, 
loves all of creation. God wants me 
to listen to Jesus, to follow Jesus’ 
commands with the rapt attention 

of a child—like my grandson. 
No, age doesn’t make me 

smarter or better. In truth, I carry 
lots of baggage that children like 
my grandson don’t. One reason 
is because my grandson forgets 
things real fast and moves on to 
the next topic. 

God is the same way. God 
forgets and forgives in the same 
unconditional way and God wants 
me to the do the same.

I hope I am up to the task. Care 
to join me?

■ Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on 
the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora).

JAMES  ODERMANN

Unconditional love through the eyes of a child

Ag Attitudes

Patients who face serious 
illnesses are sometimes attracted 
to alternative medicines, also 
referred to as “holistic” or “new-
age” medicines. These can include 
treatments like homeopathy, 
hypnosis, “energy therapies” like 
Reiki, acupuncture, and herbal 
remedies, to name just a few. 

These approaches raise various 
medical and ethical concerns. An 
important 1998 article in the New 
England Journal of Medicine sums 
it up this way: 

“What most sets alternative 
medicine apart, in our view, is 
that it has not been scientifi cally 
tested and its advocates largely 
deny the need for such testing. By 
testing, we mean the marshaling 
of rigorous evidence of safety and 
effi cacy, as required by the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) 
for the approval of drugs and by 
the best peer-reviewed medical 
journals for the publication of 
research reports.”

Beyond the fact that their 
clinical effi cacy has not earned 
a passing grade using ordinary 
methods of scientifi c investigation, 
the basic premise behind some 
alternative medicines can also be 
highly suspect, raising concerns 
about superstitious viewpoints or 
misguided forms of spirituality 
motivating certain therapies.

If we consider acupuncture, 
this technique does appear to 
provide benefi t in certain cases 
of pain control. Yet similar 
results have been reported using 
“sham” needles — tapping the 
skin in random places with a 
thin metal tube. Brain scans have 

demonstrated that treatment 
with genuine needles, as opposed 
to the sham needles, does cause 
detectable changes in the brain. 
But, when researchers ignored 
acupuncturists’ recommended 
“meridian placement” of needles, 
and instead did random placement 
in the skin, the same brain effects 
were observed. Hence, it is unclear 
whether the results seen from 
acupuncture arise mostly from 
the well-known “placebo effect” or 
not. Further research should help 
resolve this question.

Even if the observed effects are 
not placebo-related, acupuncture’s 
non-rational justifi cation for its 
purported effectiveness remains 
a concern. It is based on energy 
principles that neither science nor 
faith affi rm. Glenn Braunstein, 
M.D. described it critically in the 
following way:

“Ch’i, the invisible nutritive 
energy that fl ows from the 
universe into the body at any one 
of 500 acupuncture points, is 
conducted through the 12 main 
meridians [channels] in (ideally) 
an unbroken circle. Meridians 
conduct either Yin energy (from 
the sun) or Yang energy (from the 
earth). All maladies are caused by 
disharmony or disturbances in the 
fl ow of energy.”

Clearly, then, some alternative 
therapies, beyond the basic issue 
about whether they work, raise 
serious spiritual concerns as well. 

Another new-age therapy 
known as Reiki, developed in 
Japan in the late 1800s, claims 
that sickness can be caused by 
a disruption or imbalance in a 

patient’s “Reiki” or “life energy.” 
Reiki practitioners try to heal a 
patient by placing their hands 
in certain positions on the body 
in order to facilitate the fl ow of 
Reiki from the practitioner to the 
patient. 

A 2009 document from the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
stresses, “In terms of caring for 
one’s spiritual health, there are 
important dangers” that can 
arise by turning to Reiki. The 
document notes that because 
Reiki therapy is not compatible 
with either Christian teaching or 
scientifi c evidence, it would be 
inappropriate for Catholics to put 
their trust in the method, because 
to do so would be to operate “in 
the realm of superstition, the no-
man’s-land that is neither faith 
nor science.”

Scientifi c investigations of 
another new-age therapy, the 
popular herbal remedy known as 
echinacea (taken early to ward off 
a cold) have revealed no difference 
between echinacea and a placebo 
in controlled studies involving 
several hundred subjects. While 
some herbal remedies may be 
harmless and inert placebos, 
others may have more serious 
health consequences if ingested 
above certain dosages due to 
ingredients of unknown potency 
derived from natural substances.

Sometimes a remedy can be 
borrowed from Chinese, Indian or 
another medical tradition, but it 
should be chosen for its effi cacy, 
safety, and reasonable mode of 
action, and not be in confl ict 
with principles of sound medical 

science or Christian teaching.
Health improvements that arise 

from alternative remedies may be 
due not only to the placebo effect, 
but also to the fact that patients 
are usually given more time, 
attention and focused concern by 
alternative practitioners than by 
traditional physicians. This can 
translate into modifi ed habits 
and changed lifestyles, leading to 
various health benefi ts.

Modern medicine can 
be legitimately faulted for 
downplaying this dimension, so 
that, in the memorable words of 
pediatrician Jay Perman, “Doctors 
tend to end up trained in silos 
of specialization,” in which they 
are taught “to make a diagnosis, 
prescribe a therapy, and we’re 
done. But we’re not done.” 

The famous Greek physician 
Hippocrates once noted the same 
point: “It is more important to 
know what sort of person has 
a disease than to know what 
sort of disease a person has.” 
Today’s physicians-in-training, 
fortunately, are seeking to 
incorporate more and more 
of these “patient-centric” and 
“holistic” aspects into their own 
traditional medical practices 
to improve patient care and 
outcomes.

■ Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did 
post-doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest 
of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves 
as the Director of Education at The National 
Catholic Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. See 
www.ncbcenter.org. 

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

The Ethics of New Age Medicine
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Keeping Our Promise 

L IFE  INSURANCE  D ISAB IL ITY  INSURANCE   

LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE RET IREMENT ANNUIT IES

Join us for the

Caritas Award Luncheon
Catholic Charities North Dakota

Lunch is free but please bring a jar of peanut butter or other 
non-perishable food item to donate. RSVP by May 9th to: 

dinner@catholiccharitiesnd.org or call Chad at 701-235-4457.

Honoring Joyce & Roger Sand
For their work with the Food Pantry at

Our Lady of Grace Church in Minot.
Tuesday, May 16, 2017

11:30am - 1:00pm
Spirit of Life Church

801 1st St. SE
Mandan, ND 58554

Catholic
Charities
North Dakota

www.catholiccharitiesnd.orgSave the Date
Thirst 2017 Men’s Conference

Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017
Gentlemen, mark your calendars for the

Thirst 2017 Men’s Conference sponsored by the
Diocese of Bismarck and held at the University of Mary 

on Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017.

Plan to be present for some engaging presentations, Eucharistic 
adoration and Confessions, a Vigil Mass with Bishop Kagan, 

and of course – a time of fraternity and support with other men 
of faith from throughout the Diocese.

Dads, plan to bring your sons of high-school age and older 
along with you to this special event, which happens only

every 3 years.

The Conference is FREE!
Register now at bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2017

Call us 24/7                                                         508-340-9370 
Hablamos Español                                            855-842-8001 

www.proximotravel.com                              
anthony@proximotravel.com                         

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price 
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & 
Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, & 

Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; Our Lady 
of Guadalupe; Colombia; Brazil; Argentina; Domestic  

Destinations; etc… 
 
 

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests,  
and Deacons. 
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