
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Our diocese has been blessed with 
three new permanent deacons in Jim 
Belohlavek, Mohn Koble and Ross Reiter 
who were ordained on Nov. 22 by Bishop 
Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

Each man, like all deacons, fi lls a 
distinct role to embody the image of 
Christ the servant. Permanent deacons 
are marked from the point of ordination 
to represent the Church as they proclaim 
the Gospel, witness marriages, perform 
baptisms, preside over funeral and burial 
services outside of Mass, distribute Holy 
Communion and preach the homily.

Deacon Jim Belohlavek sums up his 
new role in two simple words, “Just 
helping.” Perhaps, these two succinct 
words encapsulate the role of the deacon. 
He’s there to assist the priest, of course, 
but more so to connect the dots between 
the community and the Church.

Deacon Jim Belohlavek 
Jim and his wife, Jolanta, live in 

Mandan where he works as an equipment 

operator for the city’s street department. 
They have two grown children. He’s 
assigned at Christ the King in Mandan.

For Jim, the discernment process was 
slow. He said it took him at least 10 years 
once the idea popped up, from what 
seemed like nowhere, before he entered 
formation. 

“During that time, a couple people 
asked me if I ever considered the 
diaconate,” Jim said. “I listen to Real 
Presence Radio a lot and they had 
mentioned having a spiritual director 
on a couple diff erent shows in the same 
day and I decided I should consider 
fi nding one. The diaconate seemed so 
‘out there’ by this point and it entered my 
thoughts more often. The Lord gave me a 
great spiritual director and I mentioned 
the diaconate and he helped me with 
discernment.”

The deacon’s wife 
plays a vital role in the 
discernment process, and 
is by her husband’s side 
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Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
At this year’s Chrism Mass in April, the diaconate candidates served in various roles. Here, Mohn Koble (far left) 
and Ross Reiter serve as acolytes holding the candles on either side of Deacon Ben Auch with the Book of the 
Gospel. Behind them, Jim Belohlavek holds the incense.

Ross Reiter (right), diaconate candidate at the time, served as 
the acolyte ahead of Deacon Bob Nutsch carrying one of the 
sacred oils during this year’s Chrism Mass in April.

Mohn Koble (left) and Ross Reiter (right), diaconate candidates at 
the time, served alongside Bishop Kagan during this year’s Chrism 
Mass during Holy Week.

three new deacons to serve the church

An instrument
for  theLord
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The December issue of our 
diocesan newspaper is one that I 
very much look forward to reading 
for many reasons and I am sure 
you do as well. However, since 
this issue covers the Church’s New 
Year which begins with the fi rst 
Sunday of Advent and then moves 
seamlessly from Advent to the 
great Christmas season, I would 
like to off er a refl ection on the 
Incarnation of God as Man in the 
person of Jesus Christ.

All the nice customs we observe 
at this time of the year should 

remind us that if it were not for 
God’s great and abundant mercy 
in sending His only-begotten Son 
into the world to redeem us, all 
these nice customs don’t really 
mean much of anything. They are 
just nice customs soon forgotten 
and moved on from.

However, when we put Jesus 
into Advent and Christmas as both 
the subject and object of all that 
we say and do and when we keep 
Jesus as the subject and object 
of our real love, then Advent and 
Christmas are for us what they 
were for Mary and Joseph, for 
Elizabeth and Zechariah, for the 
shepherds, for Simeon and Anna. 
It becomes a time of true and 
abiding peace of mind and heart, 
a time of wonderful and awesome 
joy at the realization of just how 
much God loves us.

All the beautiful cards we send, 
the heartfelt Christmas greetings 
and wishes we off er to others 
and even the gifts we may give to 
others are supposed to be visible 
signs of our gratitude to God for 
His priceless gift to each of us—
redemption by and through Jesus 
Who comes to us as an innocent, 

beautiful child. He reminds us that 
as He came to us, so we all began 
our earthly lives in the very same 
way.

Advent and Christmas are 
the blessed opportunities for us 
to regain our original child-like 
innocence received in baptism by 
being cleansed from original sin 
and incorporated into the Body of 
Christ in the state of sanctifying 

grace. Please go to confession 
regularly in Advent, the Christmas 
season and beyond; receive Holy 
Communion often and be properly 
disposed to do so. This is the way 
to make Advent and Christmas a 
permanent and necessary part of 
our daily lives.

May all of you have a most 
Blessed Christmas and New Year.    

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Make Advent and Christmas part of our daily lives
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan welcomes Bishop-Elect Austin Vetter to the podium to address the crowd at 
his farewell dinner hosted at the University of Mary in early November.

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 
DECEMBER 2019

Dec. 5 • Finance Council Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Dec. 6 • School Mass at Christ the King, Mandan, 9 a.m.
Dec. 8 • Confi rmation at the Church of St. Mary, Bismarck, 2 p.m.
Dec. 10 • Real Presence Radio interview, 9 a.m.
Dec. 11 • ND Catholic Conference meeting, Jamestown, 9 a.m.
Dec. 12 • University of Mary annual visit, Bismarck, 4:30 p.m.
Dec. 13 • Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, Bismarck 10 a.m.
Dec. 18 • Christmas Mass for diocesan staff , Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 

Bismarck, 11 a.m.
Dec. 20  • Home on the Range Board meeting, Center for Pastoral 

Ministry, Bismarck, 12 p.m.
 • Dedication and Consecration Mass of the Church of St. Leo, 

Minot, 3 p.m.
Dec. 25 • Midnight Christmas Mass, Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 

Bismarck
 • Christmas Mass at N.D. State Penitentiary, 8 a.m.
Dec. 27 • Mass at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit with seminarians, 8 a.m.
 • Serra Christmas Seminarian Lunch, Municipal Country Club, 

Bismarck, 11:30 a.m.

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for December

Universal:
That every country determine to 
take the necessary measures to 
make the future of the very young, 
especially those who suff er, a 
priority.
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By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer

When Father Christopher 
(Chris) Kadrmas thought that 
God might be calling him to the 
priesthood, he had a few things to 
check off  his do-to list fi rst: break 
off  his engagement, fi nish college 
and work as an occupational 
therapist. In truth, Fr. Kadrmas 
was hoping that God would leave 
him alone seeing as he had a 
diff erent sort of life planned. 

Growing up in Bowman with 
two younger brothers, the idea of 
a vocation occasionally crossed 
his mind, but he was a boy from 
a good Catholic family, so didn’t 
everyone at least consider such a 
call? Under the infl uence of his 
parents who were both teachers—
his father in science and mother in 
English—he was open to all sorts 
of ideas. 

“I had a great sense of wonder 
and awe for the world,” Fr. 
Kadrmas explained, “from how to 
do cross-stitch to astrophysics and 
religions.” It was religion, he felt, 
that made sense of it all, binding 
all that was in the world together. 

It seems that his boyhood 
thoughts were not always those 
of just a regular boy. “I thought 
of myself as a little diff erent,” Fr. 
Kadrmas said. “For instance, I 
remember when reading All Quiet 
on the Western Front, I could feel 
the pathos—the whole human 
suff ering—and contemplated, why 
are we here? My friends could not 
get into it.”

College life
While attending the University 

of North Dakota and majoring 
in Occupational Therapy (O.T.), 
Fr. Kadrmas enjoyed getting to 
know the priest at the Newman 
Center who shared many of his 
same interests in science and 
philosophy. There was also a cute 
girl that he met at the Newman 
Center who had gotten his 
attention. She was the kind you 
would be proud to bring home 
to meet your parents. They fell 
in love and before too long, he 
proposed. She said yes. “And now 
that I’ve made this choice, God will 
shut up and I’ll live happily ever 
after,” Fr. Kadrmas determined.  

He kept praying and 
being open to God’s 
direction, because as a 
good Catholic, he did 
not imagine that any 
decision of his would 
override God’s. Still, 
it seemed things were 
settled now.

 “But God didn’t 
shut up,” Father 
Kadrmas said. Instead, 
the knock at his door 
grew ever louder—
pounding. “This is very 
disconcerting when 
there is a ring on a 
fi nger,” he said.

It was certainly 
awkward, and he didn’t 
want to hurt the one 
he loved. But she had 
a brother who was 
a priest. She would 
understand. Still, such 
things are never easy. 
“Once we broke up, we had to 
make it permanent,” Fr. Kadrmas 
said. “We couldn’t continue being 
friends. It would not work with my 
discernment.” Yet, a trusted priest 
advised him not to immediately 
run off  to the seminary. Answering 
God’s call should take time and 
discernment, the priest counseled, 
and not be infl uenced by emotions 
and rash decisions. 

Occupational therapy
Father Kadrmas fi nished school, 

graduating in December of 1992. 
Although God was not relenting 
on the call, it seemed a good idea 
to put his O.T. degree to work. 
No one would hire someone for 
only six months—the time he had 
before the next seminary class 
began—so Fr. Kadrmas added a 
year to that. “During interviews, I 
let them know I had this seminary 
thing going on and the most I 
could give was 18 months,” he 
said. “If I stayed any longer, I 
would get comfortable and fall in 
love again and not go.”

Father Kadrmas had female 
friends, but he let them know he 
was going to the seminary. “I was 
going to give myself a year at the 
seminary and fi gured I would 
convince God [that] this is a really 
stupid idea,” he said.

During his college internships, 
he had been especially drawn 
to the psychological side of 
occupational therapy. There are 
types of adaptations needed due 
to loss of physical abilities, and 
there are also psychological issues 
that cause people to struggle with 
everyday functioning. Father 
Kadrmas took a job at a psychiatric 
hospital in the Midwest, helping 
people who had been diagnosed 
with that depression, anxiety, 
bipolar and schizophrenia. There 
were team meetings with nurses 
and therapists. 

“I would run activities during 
the day that would help patients 

in their skills and observe them 
and how they were progressing, 
especially with medications,” he 
said. “The patients participated 
in group discussions and group 
projects, such as planning and 
executing a simple collage 
from magazines with simple 
instructions—which often revealed 
a lot about individual patients.”  In 
some ways, Fr. Kadrmas described 
his work as being a life coach, 
helping people become more 
stable, recognize stressors and 
seek ways to function better. 

The priesthood
The work was meaningful 

for him, but in the fall of 1994, 
seminary awaited Fr. Kadrmas. 
He entered the Pontifi cal College 
Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio 
with an open mind and heart, 
although not expecting to be a 
long-timer. “But it grew on me,” 
he said. “I found it fascinating. The 
world of the Church opened up to 
me.” He felt continual reassurance 
that he was meant to be there.

In 2000, Fr. Kadrmas was 
ordained with fi ve other men. 
Coincidentally, all six men had 
gotten degrees for other careers 
prior to joining the seminary and 
fi ve of them had actually worked in 
those fi elds for a time. 

His education and experience 
in O.T. often helps him in the 
priesthood, such as talking 
with people and calming them, 
and giving referrals while also 
blending in the spirituality.  Father 
Kadrmas pointed out that there’s 
no shame in needing counseling 
once in a while.  “Everyone, at 
some time in life can probably use 
it—be it for divorce, miscarriage or 
behavioral issues with your child,” 
he said. “I try to tell people that 
if you are too proud to ever have 
counseling, that’s a weakness, 
and then you are too proud to get 
married.”

Father Kadrmas is actually 
personally involved in marriages. 

He became involved in marriage 
tribunal work in 2002 and is 
currently the Judicial Vicar for 
the Diocese of Bismarck and in 
residence at the Church of Saint 
Anne in Bismarck. His role as 
judicial vicar entails preparing, 
studying and judging pleas for 
nullity of marriages, to determine 
if they were valid or not. According 
to him, his past experience 
and education often helps give 
insights into behaviors and the 
relationships he investigates.

At 50 years of age, having been 
a priest for 19 years now, Fr. 
Kadrmas watches as many of his 
peers have become grandparents. 
He rests assured that the 
priesthood is what he was meant 
to do. 

“Not only for myself but for 
others,” he said. “I’m trying to 
work out my salvation, too, but 
also helping others and feeding my 
love of awe and wonder through 
the priesthood. I fi nd also that 
the person of Jesus is the window 
to the Father and the window to 
humanity, too; it goes both ways 
up and down.”

Fr. Kadrmas

Not always according to plan
Father Chris Kadrmas feeds his love of awe and wonder through the priesthood

Father Chris Kadrmas concelebrated at the Red Mass in 2017 with Bishop Kagan and Deacon Randy 
Schmidt at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 

   

CLERGY 
APPOINTMENTS 

Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following appointment, with 
the permission of Bishop David D. 
Kagan, D.D., P.A., J.C.L., is eff ective 
Dec. 20, 2019.

The Very 
Reverend Joshua 
J. Ehli, J.C.L. to 
be Rector for the 
Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit Parish, 
Bismarck, North 
Dakota. Fr. Joshua J. Ehli
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By Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer

The seal of the confessional 
forbids sins told to a priest in the 
sacrament of confession from 
being revealed. Yet, in February 
of this year, California Senator 
Jerry Hill introduced a bill to the 
state legislature there that would 
require Catholic priests to report 
child sex abuse learned about in 
the confessional. This move has 
caused some to question whether 
this might start a trend to do away 
with the seal in other states and 
across the nation.

While clergy and more than 40 
other professions are mandatory 
reporters of abuse instances, 
crimes disclosed during confession 
have been exempt.

A similar law passed in South 
Australia in 2018, but bishops and 
priests there have publicly vowed 
never to break the seal of the 
confessional. Quoting Canon Law, 
the Catholic Catechism states: 
“...It is a crime for a confessor in 
any way to betray a penitent by 
word or in any other manner or 
for any reason. A priest, therefore, 
cannot break the seal to save his 
own life, to protect his good name, 
to refute a false accusation, to 
save the life of another, to aid the 
course of justice (like reporting 
a crime), or to avert a public 
calamity,” (CCC 2490). Automatic 
excommunication is incurred on 
any priest breaking that seal.

Complicating the matter 
further, Father James E. Connell 
of the Milwaukee Archdiocese, 
a canon lawyer and advocate for 
victims/survivors of sexual abuse, 
said in an article that it is time to 
modify the Church’s seal of the 
confessional for abuse of minors. 
He acknowledged that the law 
against a priest revealing sins 
told in confession can be found at 
least by the 12th century but said 

that public penances were once 
imposed for grave sins. According 
to him, that proves that the seal 
of the confessional was not always 
Church law. 

Below, a few of the priests in the 
Bismarck Diocese explained their 
reaction to such a law that would 
not solve any problems and only 
lead to others. 

Fr. Greg Luger,  
St. Joseph, Williston 

The priest is a minister of God’s 
mercy and 
spreading the 
sins of the 
penitent isn’t 
his business. 
Without the 
seal, droves of 
people would 
refuse to go 
to confession 
at all, and hence a vital part of 
priestly ministry (one that’s 
essential to the salvation of souls) 
is lost. 

How many people in dire need 
of this sacrament would refuse 
to receive it if they knew that the 
priest would turn around and 
testify against them in court? Also, 
the seal protects the priest. If this 
exemption is gone, then anybody 
could levy a false accusation and 
have him jailed. This could also 
result in a sting operation wherein 
a priest ends up in prison for 
simply doing his priestly duty. 

Regarding Father Connell 
who says the time has come 
to revoke the seal in cases of 
sexual abuse: Public penance 
should not be confused with 
public confession. The latter was 
explicitly condemned by Pope 
Leo the Great. It also needs to be 
said that Father Connell espouses 
the same intellectual laziness, or 
disingenuousness, often found in 
dissident theologians. They like 
to cherry-pick quotes and twist 

them to fit their own narratives. 
Although the Catechism does 
say that public penances were 
imposed, it doesn’t say that 
the priest went around telling 
everyone the precise sins of the 
penitent.

Of an abuser knows that his 
confessor will report him to the 
police, then guess what the abuser 
won’t do?  Go to Confession. 
Hence, a person in desperate need 
of this sacrament will not seek 
it and all we have done is deter 
a would-be penitent from going 
to Confession. At the same time, 
the abuser remains hidden from 
authorities, hence this “solution” 
will have accomplished nothing. 
Also consider that Confession 
implies sorrow for sin and firm 
purpose of amendment.

It would cause people to lose 
trust in this sacrament. Effectively, 
then, people will refuse the means 
of the forgiveness of their sins and 
souls will be lost for all eternity.

Fr. Chris Kadrmas,  
Diocesan Judicial Vicar

My reaction to the bill is that it 
is foolhardy, 
but this 
development is 
not surprising 
in the current 
post-Christian 
culture in the 
West.  It is 
foolhardy in 
two ways:  first, 
this is a no-
brainer for priests.  We will not 
break the seal of confession.  It 
is drummed into us throughout 
seminary formation that 
maintaining the seal of confession 
will be one of the most important 
things Mother Church will expect 
of us as priests. (See canon 
1388, 1: Code of Canon Law.)  
Second, how will any infractions 
be discovered, enforced, and 

successfully prosecuted?
The danger is that priests could 

be exposed to being charged 
under the law, although I would 
think most priests would be 
prepared for this persecution.  It 
also may discourage the public 
from accessing the Sacrament of 
Confession, which the Church is 
obliged to offer to the public as 
a grace from God, freely offered.  
Finally, the interest of the state to 
expand this intervention is also 
a danger. What other things will 
the state of the future find that 
is in the “public interest” to be 
reported?  Child discipline?  Hate 
Crimes?  Transphobia?

Fr. Jason Signalness, Queen of 
the Most Holy Rosary, Stanley

We all agree that we need to do 
as much as we 
can to protect 
individuals 
from abuse and 
to hold abusers 
accountable for 
their crimes.  
This bill, 
however, would 
do nothing to 
protect people from their abusers 
and it would not bring criminals to 
justice. 

I doubt many abusers, who 
desperately need God’s mercy, 
would go to confession if they 
knew the priest was required by 
law to turn them in.  

I also doubt there are very 
many priests who would comply 
with such a law.  Church law 
would punish such priests with 
excommunication.  As St. Peter 
and the Apostles once said, “We 
must obey God rather than men.”  
I, for one, do not desire to meet 
Jesus on judgment day having 
chosen to obey a state law rather 
than that of the Church to whom 
he has given authority to decide 
such matters. 

Is the seal of the confession worth protecting?

Fr. Greg Luger

Fr. Christopher J. 
Kadrmas

Fr. Jason Signalness

Changes in staff at the diocese
There have been some recent 

changes in staff at the diocesan 
offices. New employees, Tammy 
Schafer, Chris Kraft and Katherine 
McFadden, have recently joined 
the staff. 

Tammy Schafer 
Mandan resident, Tammy 

Schafer, began work with the 
diocese in May as the coordinator 
of priest services. 
Most of her work 
duties center 
on caring for 
the needs of our 
retired priests, 
many of whom 
reside at the 
Emmaus Place. 
Emmaus Place 
is an eight-apartment home for 
independently-living retired 
priests. The goal at Emmaus Place 
is to assist our retired priests with 
basic services that allow them 
to live an independent, healthy 
life. Her office is located at the 
retirement home.

Prior to joining the diocesan 

staff, Tammy worked at the 
Church of St. Joseph in Mandan as 
the outreach director since 2006. 
She’s married to Jason Schafer 
who works as the transportation 
coordinator for Bismarck Public 
Schools. Tammy and Jason, have 
two sons, Myles (16), a sophomore 
at St. Mary’s Central High School 
and, Owen (13), a seventh-grader 
at St. Mary’s Academy. Both boys 
play football and basketball. In 
their spare time, the Schafer 
family enjoys biking, playing 
tennis and kayaking. 

Chris Kraft
The new director of catechesis 

and youth for the 
diocese is Chris 
Kraft who joined 
the staff in mid-
May. He works to 
assist, resource, 
support, and 
unite catechetical 
leaders in all 
their catechetical 
efforts to raise the next generation 
of saints. He also coordinates 

and oversees various diocesan 
initiatives ordered towards 
encouraging our young people 
to know, love and serve God, 
including the Diocesan Youth 
Conference, Catholic Youth 
Advisory Council (CYAC), 
Steubenville High School 
Conferences, Rise Up Middle 
School Conference, March for 
Life, and SEARCH for Christian 
Maturity program to name a few. 
His office is located at the Center 
for Pastoral Ministry.

A recent graduate (April 2019) 
of the University of Mary, he had 
been working as a certified nursing 
assistant at both CHI St. Alexius 
Health and the Baptist Home 
Health Center prior to joining the 
diocesan staff. He also worked 
on campus (senior year) on the 
university ministry team.  

Chris was born and raised in 
Bismarck; and he and his wife, 
Elise, reside in Lincoln. Elise is 
currently enrolled in the physical 
therapy program at the University 
of Mary.

Katherine McFadden
In June, Katherine McFadden 

joined the staff 
as the planned 
giving and donor 
assistant. Her 
primary duties 
include assisting 
the planned 
giving specialist 
and Catholic 
Foundation of 
Western North Dakota director, 
inputting gifts, taking in new 
donor information, maintaining 
current donor information and 
coordinating events. Her office is 
located at the Center for Pastoral 
Ministry.

Katherine was born and raised 
in Killdeer and currently resides 
in Bismarck. Previously, she 
graduated from the University of 
Mary where she studied English, 
philosophy, and Catholic studies. 
She is the oldest of six siblings, 
four sisters and one brother, 
all who reside in Dickinson or 
Killdeer.

—Staff report

Tammy Schafer

Chris Kraft

Katherine McFadden
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By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer

A group that aims to grow strong 
family and Catholic values in both 
boys and their fathers has filled 
a unique niche in the Bismarck 
Diocese.

Local dads, Nate Swenson 
and Ryan Norrell, founded the 
Bismarck-Mandan Troops of St. 
George 777 in 2015, modeling it 
after the first Catholic-based troop 
of its kind created in Texas in 
2013. Troop 777, headquartered in 
Mandan, is the first and only troop 
in North Dakota to date.

The Troops of St. George 
emulates many fundamental 
activities of scouting organizations 
around the country, but allows 
members to build upon their 
Catholic faith in the often-rugged 
outdoor setting or for grueling 
service projects.

Troop 777’s 58 boys range 
between ages 6 and 15 and can 
participate through age 18. 
Members come from as far as Fargo 
and Williston to join in.

Swenson and Norrell are both 
Eagle Scouts, but sought more 
for their boys than other scouting 
organizations offered. “The big 
difference with the Troops of St. 
George is our goal is to pass on 
faith and virtue to our boys. We use 
community service to build virtue,” 
said Swenson.

Activities often prove strenuous, 
but fun as the boys with their 
fathers push their limits. “They 
participated in lock-ins at Christ 
the King, cabin camping at Cross 
Ranch, tent camping at Theodore 
Roosevelt National Park and ice 
fishing,” said Swenson.

Father-son bonding
Father involvement is not 

optional. “The intent is not that the 
father work ahead of the boy, but 
that they work together,” Swenson 
said. They say prayers in Latin, do 
rope tying, swimming, fishing and 
hunting, he explained.

“The boys have a sense of 
mastery as they mature,” Swenson 
explained. “They develop strong 
friendships during the adventures. 
Getting these adventures in the 
outdoors helps them develop 
strong bonds.”

Among Troop 777’s service 
projects are moving rocks at the 
school playground at Christ the 
King parish, cleanup of the Spirit 
of Life church grounds and helping 
fundraising projects for vocations. 
The teamwork between fathers 
and sons, ends up motivating the 
boys to be more well-behaved and 
helpful. “The boys and dads get 
things done that we didn’t think 
we could get done,” Swenson said. 
“We take trips to Assumption 
Abbey in Richardton and pray 
with the monks overnight. The 
fathers go on weekend retreats and 
fraternize with other fathers and 
build spiritual growth.”

The Troops of St. George’s 
ultimate purpose is to build strong 
Catholic families, he explained, as 
well as bridging divisions between 
families and communities.

“There is a crisis in fatherhood in 

the country in men fulfilling their 
calling from God,” Swenson said. 
“We need to ‘man up,’ be God’s 
sons and live up to our calling—
husbands become stronger 
spiritual leaders and boys become 
better sons.” 

The troop manual also talks 
about maintaining a healthy 
marriage, he said. This can prove 
as a powerful example to boys and 
their future families.

Swenson noted that the Troops 
of St. George uses a patch award 
system as father-son teams 
complete various challenges and 
community projects.

Trip to Midwest Assembly 
In August, Troop 777 attended 

the Midwest Assembly of Troops of 
St. George in Wisconsin. It allowed 
for further networking and new, 
healthy friendships for both the 
dads and sons.

Swenson said the regional 
conference gave participants a 
chance to integrate with other 
troops and learn from one another 
what works in other programs and 
gain fresh ideas.

“It exceeded my expectations. 
We’ve developed so many 
friendships from this. It’s been 
so good to meet other Catholic 
families who live the same faith we 
are,” said Swenson.

Norrell echoed the program 
surpassed what he expected in its 
early months. “It’s growing. At first, 
we wondered if it would just be our 
sons joining. People are looking 
for adventure… We are explicitly 
Catholic and striving for holiness.”

The boys seem to like the 
program based upon their 
eagerness to join in, according to 
the two troop leaders.

“We’ve done quite a few 
challenges. It’s quite satisfying to 
go on a challenge and finish it,” 
said Andrew Swenson, 11, Nate’s 
son. “One of the men has hiked a 
lot and found us some good hiking 
trails. …I’ve learned a lot about 
pushing myself. We help each other 
out quite a bit.”

Andrew said he found out how 
big their cause is while attending 
the regional conference in August. 
“It was interesting seeing how 
many other troops there are. You 
realize there are other troops in 
other states.”

Norrell noted that while other 
scouting groups encourage 
community service and ethics, 
there are a few key differences. In 
the Troops of St. George, sons and 

dads will pray together around the 
campfire.

Swenson agreed. “Saying a 
rosary around a campfire with 
other men and boys can really be 
an edifying experience. And, the 
boys learn a lot by seeing their 
fathers and others pray.”

Fewer distractions during troop 
activities connect fathers and sons 
as they master a skill, and go the 
distance together, said Swenson. 
Dads have more time to talk. Boys 
may open up about more sensitive 
issues away from busy family life.

He added it is equally important 
to cement relationships with 
daughters, but he said their focus 
is different than that of boys and 
he finds other ways to bond with 
them. Yet, his daughters are still 
involved in family outings like 
camping trips, Swenson said.

Involving the family
Central to it all, the Mass remains 

the focus for the entire family.
“We regularly attend Mass and 

Bishop Kagan has said Mass for 
us,” Swenson said. Swenson credits 
Fr. Nick Schneider with helping 
them organize the troop while he 
was the pastor at Christ the King in 
Mandan. Swenson said that parish 
helped launch Troop 777. The 
troop also garnered support from 

the Knights of Columbus from both 
Christ the King and Spirit of Life 
parishes in Mandan.

Schneider agrees that fathers’ 
participation plays a key element in 
Troop 777’s success. “This connects 
dads with their boys. That is so 
important,” he noted. “I’ve seen a 
lot of families involved. New friends 
have been made. New skills have 
been mastered. I think it is good 
having a stabilized organizational 
foundation for learning masculine 
virtues and skills,” Schneider said 
of the outcome.

While the Boy Scouts have had a 
long legacy of building leadership 
in boys, recent policy changes in 
that organization contrast with 
Catholic values.

Since its 2013 debut in Fort 
Worth, Texas, the Troops of St. 
George program has grown to 
50 troops with 1,300 members 
nationwide. Organizers hope 
participation may someday open 
boys to the possible vocations of 
priesthood or being strong family 
leaders in their community and 
parishes.

For questions about the local 
Troops of St. George, contact Nate 
Swenson at nate.swenson@gmail.
com or 701-319-3101.

Part of the schedule for Troop 777 is an annual father-son retreat to Assumption Abbey in Richardton.

Several members of Troop 777 celebrated the completion of one of the group 
challenges—a three-mile hike through Theodore Roosevelt National Park North Unit with 
their fathers.

Troop 777 members went canoeing on Chippewa River in Wisconsin while attending an 
assembly of several other Troops of St. George from throughout the Midwest this summer.

Building strong Catholic families
Troops of St. George strengthens faith and virtue

Submitted photos 
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for the formation process. And, 
that role continues into the 
deacon’s life of service to the 
Church.

“My wife, Jolanta, and the 
kids have been very supportive 
and Jolanta has been going 
through the program from the 
beginning,” Jim explained. 
“When I first mentioned the 
program to her, she said she 
thought it was great. Then, I 
mentioned she would have to 
accompany me on the journey 
through formation and she 
wasn’t as enthusiastic, but she 
loved the program and is glad 
we did it. We both learned so 
much about our beautiful faith.”

Jim is appreciative of the 
many good and holy priests 
of the diocese. Their love of 
God and the Church is a great 

example for all.  
Jim will now assist those 

priests, the parish and the 
people of the entire diocese. 
“Other deacons have expressed 
how special assisting the priest 
at Mass is and I look forward to 
that honor. Also, Communion 
services at the nursing home, 
the residents there are so 
grateful to be able to celebrate 
that.”

Deacon Mohn Koble
Being an instrument for the 

Lord is what Deacon Mohn 
Koble looks forward to fulfilling 
in his new role at Our Lady of 
Grace Parish in Minot.

Mohn, and his wife, Julia, 
reside in Minot where he works 
as a warehouseman at Magic 
City Beverage. They have 
four grown children and six 
grandchildren.

Describing himself as a shy 
and introverted person, Mohn 
said his journey to the diaconate 
began with “baby steps.”

“After our parish, Our Lady 
of Grace, became a stewardship 
parish, I felt a calling to do 
something in the church,” Mohn 
said in describing the start of 
his vocation to the diaconate. 
“It was very hard for me, but I 
found I had a great love of being 
around the altar. Though these 
ministries were fulfilling, I felt 
I was being called to something 
more. In addition, I have always 
had a great love of priests and 
deacons which lead me to 
read the book, God Still Calls: 
Vocation Stories of Seminaries 
by Msgr. Gerald Walsh. Reading 
personal stories of men being 
called to Holy Orders, inspired 
me and made me realize that 
I could also be answering 
my calling. That is when I 
reached out to the Office of 
the Diaconate to inquire about 
becoming a deacon.”

Mohn’s family played a 
key role in helping him to 
follow that calling. “My wife 
has been a great inspiration 

and a great help—both in the 
joyous times and some of 
the low points of the roller 
coaster ride of formation,” 
Mohn said. “When I would get 
discouraged in the early years 
of my formation, my wife would 
give me encouragement and 
advice. Later in my formation, 
she would just tell me to ‘go 
and give it to Jesus.’ We both 
have grown so much in our 
faith throughout the formation 
process and our marriage has 
been strengthened. As for 
our children, we have always 
felt that they evangelized us 
through their own strong faith 
and knowledge of the Church, 
much of which was gained 
through K-12 Catholic schools. 
They have been very supportive 
of my becoming a deacon.”

Another source of strength 
and inspiration has been the 
many great priests and deacons 
who are so knowledgeable, 
caring and devoted to the 
Church.

Mohn will now be standing 
alongside these servant leaders. 
He’s most looking forward to 
the opportunity to serve at 
Mass, to proclaim God’s word, 
and to assist at the altar. “I’m 
also looking forward to funeral 
vigils as it is important to give 
our deceased a prayerful lifting 
to heaven. I’m also hoping, as 
an instrument of Jesus, to touch 

lives to help them attain all they 
can be and help lead them on 
the path to eternal life.”

Deacon Ross Reiter
No one wants to stand at the 

final judgement having wasted 
the talent given to him by God. 
Most certainly, Deacon Ross 
Reiter was thinking of that 
very idea when considering the 
diaconate.

“I had been asked several 
times if I had given a thought 
to being a deacon, but I kept 
putting it off until I got close to 
the age limit,” Ross explained. 
“Thru prayer and a heart-felt 
answer, I decided to give it a try. 
I didn’t want to be the one in 
the parable burying my talent 
when God asked what I did with 
the gifts he had given me.”

Ross and his wife, Angela, 
reside in Dickinson where he 
manages a bulk fuel, gas and 
propane business. They have 
three grown children and two 
grandchildren.

Relying on his family as 
source of strength has been 
critical for his formation 
journey to the diaconate. “My 
wife and family have been very 
supportive and my wife is also 
now my personal assistant when 
I can talk her into it.”

Ross is anticipating his 
service as a deacon at the 
Church of St. Joseph in 
Dickinson as a mission to grow 
in spiritual life for the parish 
and himself. “We have such 
wonderful priests in our diocese 
and they are very supportive of 
the deacons. It will be a pleasure 
to assist them, learn from them 
and grow stronger spiritually.”

Simply put, it comes down to 
using those God-given talents 
that he is determined not to 
waste. “It’s about being able to 
serve the people in a deeper, 
faith-filled capacity.”

These three men have 
joined the ranks of 60 active 
permanent deacons, and 22 
retired serving in our diocese.Deacon Mohn and Julia Koble

Deacon Jim and Jolanta Belohlavek

Deacon Ross and Angela Reiter

Continued from page 1

Three new deacons to serve the Church

Protecting our children
The Diocese of Bismarck is 

firmly committed to the health and 
protection of our children, young 
people and vulnerable adults. With the 
hope of healing the pain and suffering 
from sexual abuse in the Catholic 
Church, we encourage anyone who 
has suffered from this abuse to please 
come forward and let us know. To 
report allegations of sexual abuse, 
please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, 
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, 
Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 
701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. Email 
the victim assistance coordinator, 
Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@
bismarckdiocese.com.
code of conduct

The Catholic Church must be 
exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether 
diocesan or parish, and volunteers 
are held accountable for their 
behavior.  To enable the highest level 
of accountability, there must be a 
clear and unambiguous definition of 
appropriate behavior. To this end, this 
Code of Conduct is defined for the 
Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a 
foundation for implementing effective 
and enforceable standards for all 
personnel. View the Code of Conduct 
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Fr. Keith Streifel (center in white apron) explains his dishes to the judges during the 
cooking showdown on Friday evening of Thirst.

Cat.Chat entertained children several times throughout the conference.

Frs. Josh Waltz 
(left) and 

Jordan Dosch 
prepare their 

dishes during 
the cookoff .

Frs. Bill Ruelle (left) and Gregory Crane strategize 
during the cooking showdown.

Frs. Tom Grafsgaard (left) and Keith Streifel 
play to the crowd during the cookoff . Frs. Tom Grafsgaard (left) and Keith Streifel entertained the 

crowd during the cooking show with the help of host Fr. Leo 
Patalinghug.

While hosting the cooking show, Fr. Leo Patalinghug (center) 
explained all the dishes including the ones by Frs. Gregory Crane 
(left) and Bill Ruelle.

Fr. Leo Patalinghug (right) had a good time “ribbing” the eventual 
winning cookoff  team of Frs. Josh Waltz (left) and Jordan Dosch (center).

Praise and worship music was a new feature this year and provided by the 
local band, “One Dei.”

The Canadian family act, Cat.Chat, was the highlight for the children at 
the Thirst once again this year.

While hosting the cooking show, Fr. Leo Patalinghug (center) 

Praise and worship music was a new feature this year and provided by the 

The Canadian family act, Cat.Chat, was the highlight for the children at 

Entertainment & 
Inspiration

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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The Diocesan Youth Conference was held on conjunction with the Thirst Conference welcoming youth in grades 6-12.

The Knights of Columbus were present during much of the conference.

Conference keynote speaker Curtis 
Martin (left) with one of the MCs, 
Sister Nicole Kunze, Prioress of 
Annunciation Monastery. 

Many of the diocesan seminarians 
including (l-r) Jacob Degele, Greg 
Hilzendeger and Ben Wanner, 
participated in the Masses.

Bishop-Elect Vetter greeted and blessed many in attendance at the Thirst conference.

Bishop Kagan, Archbishop Allen Vigneron, Archdiocese of Detroit and Bishop-Elect 
Vetter before Sunday Mass.

Diocesan seminarians (l-r), Ben Franchuk, Logan Obrigewitch, 
Jacob Degele and Paul Gardner, before Sunday Mass.

Msgr. Chad Gion lifts the Holy Eucharist during Friday Mass of 2019 
Thirst.

Fr. Leo Patalinghug kicked o�  the conference as the � rst 
keynote.

Many of the diocesan deacons served during 2019 Thirst including 
Deacon John Bachmeier, of the Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck.

Bishop Kagan is handed the gifts during Saturday Mass.

Popular Catholic blogger and mom of 10, 
Kendra Tierney, made the trip from her 
home in California to o� er two breakout 
sessions.

Msgr. Chad Gion visited with a 2019 Thirst attendee at the vendor booth 
for the Catholic Indian Mission in Fort Yates where he serves as pastor.

Founder of Seven Sisters Apostolate, Janette Howe, traveled 
from Minneapolis to o� er two breakout sessions.

Avera Maria Santo o� ered two breakout 
sessions and spoke to the youth at the 
Diocesan Youth Conference.

Deacon Wayne Jundt (left) and Fr. Chris Kadrmas presided over Morning 
Prayer on Sunday.

Dr. Edward Sri o� ered the keynote on Saturday evening 
and a breakout on Sunday.

Archbishop Allen Vigneron, Archdiocese of Detroit, 
o� ered the keynote on Sunday morning and was the main 
celebrant at Mass.

Amanda Zurface, of the anti-
pornography organization Covenant 
Eyes, o� ered two breakout sessions.

Diocesan seminarian, Deacon Mark Aune, incenses the ambo during 
Sunday Mass with fellow seminarians Paul Gardner (left) and Logan 
Obrigewitch.

Conference keynote speaker Curtis 

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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Thanks to our 
generous sponsors 

that made
Thirst 2019 possible

We are proud to support the
Diocese of Bismarck  

We are committed to working with 
our investment clients to create a  

better future for their communities.
- Philip L. Hildebrandt, CEO

Providing 
a place for 
healing 
since 1885.

CHIStAlexiusHealth.org

106 6th St. W., Williston, ND 58801
(701) 572-6731 • stjparish.com

Church
of

St. Joseph,
Williston

St. Boniface, Grenora
St. John the Baptist, Trenton

725 12th St W.
Dickinson 

(701) 483-2134

QueenQueenQueenQueenQueenQueen
of Peaceof Peaceof Peace

Parish,Parish,Parish,
DickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinson

North Dakota  •  South Dakota
Minnesota  •  Wisconsin  •  Wyoming

Visit yourcatholicradiostation.com
for more information and to listen live.enroll@umary.edu  •  800-288-6279 (MARY)

for  Life.

ComeToMary.com

A charitable foundation 
established to serve the

Catholic Diocese of Bismarck.
Helping you give charitably, in a 

way that is meaningful to you,
is what we’re all about.

Call us today! (701) 204-7206

Our Lady of 
Consolation

in Alexander, ND

Epiphany 
Catholic Church

in Watford City, ND
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g  Search weekends 
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat 
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of 
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high 
school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp 
just south of Medora. Upcoming weekends for 
2019-20 are: Dec. 12-15; Jan. 16-19; March 5-8; and 
April 16-19. More information can be found at www.
bismarckdiocese.com/search1.

g  Mass for God’s Children
A Mass for God’s Children will be offered Monday, 
Dec. 16 at 7 p.m. at St. Joseph in Williston. This Mass 
is for all the children that God has called to His arms 
directly from the womb or from the care of his or 
her parents before adulthood. All are welcome 
to attend. Register online at bismarckdiocese.
com/godschildren or contact Tara at the diocesan 
Office of Family Ministry at 204-7209 or tbrooke@
bismarckdiocese.com for more information.

g  Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a 
private weekend away from the distractions of 
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available weekend 
in this area is March 6-8, 2020 in Fargo. Early 
registration is highly recommended. For more 
information, visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and 
Angie at 701-347-1998.

g  Advent retreat in Watford City Dec. 7-8
Epiphany Parish in Watford City welcomes 
nationally-known speaker Judy Hehr for an Advent 
retreat on Saturday, Dec. 7 and Sunday, Dec. 8. 

Hehr, who works as a spiritual speaker, life coach 
and radio host, will deliver the message that’s it’s 
never too late to be who God calls you to be. It’s 
said that Judy cannot be described, she must be 
experienced. The power behind her emotional 
life journey and the style in which she shares 
her message cannot be defined. Judy’s story will 
expand your self-awareness, enrich your attitude, 
rekindle your love for Christ, and encourage your 
own personal relationship with God. To find out 
more about this event, consult the Facebook page 
facebook.com/wcepiphany, or at www.wcepiphany 
for updates and times.

g  Our Lady of Guadalupe feast Dec. 12
Corpus Christi Church in Bismarck and the local 
Spanish community invite everyone to celebrate 
the Feast of our Lady of Guadalupe on Thursday 
Dec. 12 at 5:30 p.m. at Corpus Christi Church. After 
Mass, authentic Mexican food will be served in the 
cafeteria. The menu includes: pozole, tamales, rice, 
beans, buñuelos and champurrado. The Corpus 
Christi youth group will have activities for the kids. 
There is no cost for the meal. Contact the parish 
office at 255-4600 to RSVP.

g  Corazon weekend Dec. 13-15
The diocese has developed a program for 
struggling marriages called Corazon (Spanish for 
heart). Corazon is a weekend experience to be held 
Dec. 13-15 in which couples will be challenged 
to soften their hearts by considering what the 
sacrament of marriage is all about, look deeply into 
their own short-comings and failures and, finally, 
to offer different tools to help heal past hurts and 
move forward. No one will be turned away because 

of a lack of funds, however, non-refundable deposit 
of $100 to secure registration is requested. Register 
online at bismarckdiocese.com/corazon. Contact 
Tara at the diocesan Office of Family Ministry at 204-
7209 for more information. The weekend location 
will be revealed to registrants only.

g  Christmas Eve dinner at Ascension
Ascension Catholic Church in Bismarck is hosting 
their annual Christmas Eve dinner on Tuesday, Dec. 
24 from 5:30-7 p.m. in their parish community room. 
The menu includes: roast turkey, dressing, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, vegetable, coleslaw, cranberries, 
relishes, rolls and dessert. This is a free meal for 
individuals and families in need, alone or simply 
want to celebrate Christ’s birth with others. Rides 
are available for those who need transportation. 
Call the parish office at 701-223-3606 to reserve a 
ride or with questions.

g  March for Life 2020
The diocesan pilgrimage to the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C. will be Jan. 21-26. The trip will 
include participation in the March (Jan. 24), local 
sightseeing and tours of museums and monuments, 
and the “Life is Very Good” rally. Cost is $350 for 
high school youth (grades 9-12) and young adults 
(age 18+). Registration deadline is Friday, Dec. 13. 
For more information or to register, visit www. 
bismarckdiocese.com/march or contact Chris Kraft 
at 204-7208 or ckraft@bismarckdiocese.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS

After completing the year-
long novitiate, Krista Ferrell, 
Marena Hoogland and Mary 
Ruth Kayute made their first 
monastic profession on Oct. 19. 
They are now Benedictine Sisters 
of Annunciation Monastery in 
Bismarck. Sisters and family 
gathered to witness and celebrate 
this next step in their journey.

In the stage of first monastic 
profession, the three sisters make 
initial promises to live in the 
monastic community, under the 
direction of the prioress, according 
to the Rule of St. Benedict. 

This stage of initial formation 
calls each new sister to live the 
Benedictine life more fully and 
further her understanding of 
it. She continues her formation 
program of study while engaging 
in an assigned ministry. The stage 
of first monastic profession is 
three to six years.

The following is a reflection 
from each of the sisters.

Sister Krista, 47,  
from Austin, Texas

The novitiate was a very blessed 
year of learning. We learned 
about Benedictine history, took 
classes in chant and the Psalms, 
the Benedictine Rule and how 
it is lived out at Annunciation 
Monastery. 

I found my time in prayerful 
reflection to be very profound 
as it allowed me time to deepen 
my relationship with the Holy 
Trinity. The solitude of the year 
made that possible and helped 
me discern about God’s will in 
my life. It was a gift to be at home 
in the monastery, where I could 
develop closer relationships with 
the sisters who showed me such 
affirming love and support. I 
think the bond that was formed 
confirmed God’s will for me to be 
here. 

It feels like my first profession 
has been a long time coming. The 
reality of my religious vocation 
feels real and it’s exciting to be a 

Benedictine Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery. I’m anxious to extend 
my gift of hospitality to others 
and learn how I can serve the 
community and the Church.

Sister Marena, 23,  
from Catawba, Wis.

How does one begin to 
summarize a year of study on 
the Rule of Saint Benedict when 
so much time has been spent 
expanding on its chapters and 
their content? Luckily, I think 
St. Benedict has one answer 
in response to a multitude of 
questions: love.  Throughout 
the novitiate, I have grown in 
understanding and practice of love 
of God, love of community, love of 
stranger and love of self.

One thing about the Rule of 
Benedict that appeals to me is how 
deeply it is rooted in love. Why do 
the sisters take special concern for 
the sick? Why are all items treated 
as vessels of the altar? Why the 
attention given to kitchen service? 
What is the “good zeal which 
separates from evil and leads to 
God and everlasting life?” It is all 
based on the self-giving love of 
God. God initiates the love, and we 
are only able to properly respond 
once we accept that love. This year 
more than ever I have come to 
recognize how we are each loved 
intentionally, individually and 
uniquely by God. 

It has been a gift to experience 
community life more fully 
during the novitiate. I have seen, 
firsthand, how the sisters put 
the Rule of Saint Benedict into 
practice. “They should each try to 
be the first to show respect to the 
other, supporting with the greatest 
patience one another’s weaknesses 
of body or behavior…” (RB 72:4-
5) The sisters are there to support 
each other through the good and 
bad times, and it is humbling and 
encouraging that the community is 
willing to offer this same support 
to me. 

 “How can I love well in this 

moment?” is one of the most 
valuable questions that has been 
posed this year. It has helped 
put things into perspective, to 
be mindful to the now and to 
whomever I am with. It can still be 
overwhelming to think too far into 
the future, but this question helps 
remind me to give all that I can in 
the place that I am at. 

It still seems kind of unreal 
that we have made our first 
monastic profession. Sometimes 
the days in the novitiate went 
slow, but the months went fast. I 
get caught between thinking not 
much is changing or that suddenly 
everything will change. It is only 
by God’s grace that I have been 
brought to this point. As I continue 
to grow in relationship and faith, I 
hope to faithfully carry out God’s 

will and love those I encounter. 

Sister Mary Ruth,  
64, from Oshkosh, Wis.

I enjoyed my novitiate 
experience and getting to know 
the sisters. Studying the Rule of 
Benedict was especially helpful, 
and I was able to integrate what 
I learned with community life at 
Annunciation Monastery.

Praying with the sisters has 
been a great blessing which unites 
us as we give glory to God. 

Now, having celebrated my first 
monastic profession and being, 
“Sister Mary Ruth,” it feels natural 
to be at this place in religious 
formation. I am grateful to the 
Lord for leading me here.

—Submitted information

Meet the three new sisters of Annunciation Monastery
Made their first monastic profession on Oct. 19

Annunciation Monastery Prioress Sr. Nicole Kunze presented Benedictine pins to the new 
sisters.

The newest three sisters of the Annunciation Monastery, (l-r) Sr. Krista Ferrell Sr. Marena 
Hoogland and Sr. Mary Ruth Kayute made their first monastic profession on Oct. 19.
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By Matthew Stevenson
Foundation Director

Every year, there seems 
to be a routine. We celebrate 
Thanksgiving, discuss Santa’s 
list, wonder how Santa is going 
to “make” everything on that list, 
do some Black Friday and Cyber 
Monday shopping for family and 
friends, decorate the house, etc. 
Then, it seems like out of nowhere, 
Advent is here! We suddenly 
realize, Jesus is going to be born in 
about four weeks.

As we prepare for the birth of 
our Savior, the story of the Nativity 
says the Magi are on their way. 
But, there are many things people 
don’t realize about the Magi.

First, the English translation 
of the Bible from Greek teaches 
us the term “magi” gives us the 
probable knowledge of three 
men being priest-astrologers 
who understood the stars. More 
importantly, these Magi knew the 
coming Messiah would be marked 
by a star (Nm 24:17). Once seeing 
the star, they were to travel. Now, 
this travel wasn’t a simple around 
the block stop to a manger. One 
tradition states the three wise 
men were from diff erent locations 
who, at one point, converged and 

traveled for hundreds of miles. 
They all knew of one thing: the 
birth of the Messiah was to come.

Since the seventh century, 
the Magi have been identifi ed as 
Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. 
Each was to present a gift to 
Jesus the newborn Son of God. 
According to an old document 
by St. Bede, Caspar’s gift was 
frankincense, Melchior gave gold, 
and Balthasar off ered myrrh. 
Each gift had its own meaning 
and relevance to Jesus Christ in 
a particular way. Frankincense 
a gift for a priest, gold is worthy 
of a king and myrrh is a burial 
ointment which testifi ed to the Son 
of Man who was to die. 

The gifts of the Magi have 
helped encourage the long 
tradition of giving during the 
Christmas season. Many off er 
our time, talents and treasures to 
ensure the faith for generations 
to come. We are blessed with a 
very active body of lay faithful in 
Western North Dakota. However, 
can we be greater stewards? Can 
we off er a gift this Christmas for 
our parish, seminarians, women 
who are discerning their vocation? 
Can we give a “perpetual” gift to 
ensure the continuation of faith 

for each person of 
our diocese into the 
future?

For the second 
year, we are excited 
to off er our Magi 
Appeal, presented 
by the Catholic 
Foundation of 
Western North 
Dakota. This year 
our goal is for the 
gifts to increase 
our seminarian 
endowment 
fund, the women’s vocations 
endowment fund, and individual 
parish endowment funds. This 
is an opportunity to give back to 
our Lord and Savior in a way of 
perpetuity, grace and celebration. 

If you have questions about 
the Magi Appeal, please call. If 
you would like to donate to start 
ensuring the faith for our future 
generations, send donations 
to: The Catholic Foundation of 
Western North Dakota, PO Box 
1175, Bismarck, ND 58502 or you 
can give online on our website 
www.cfwnd.org. Be sure to tell 
us which endowment fund you 
would like to support, especially 
if it’s a parish (name of the parish 

and town). Gifts of any size are 
appreciated. 

Thank you, and have a Merry 
Christmas!

Stevenson is the executive 
director of the Catholic 
Foundation of Western North 
Dakota which serves the faithful 
of the Diocese of Bismarck.

Foundation’s Magi Appeal is back
Donation will increase endowments

General Tax Benefits: 

12% 
marginal tax rate on  marginal tax rate on 

individual return 

24% 
marginal tax rate on  marginal tax rate on 

individual return 

32% 
marginal tax rate on  marginal tax rate on 

individual return 

* Assuming the marginal tax rate on an individual return is as listed and the donor can benefit from itemizing deductions on Federal Schedule A.  
** Assuming ND income taxes would be high enough over a four-year period to use up the credit. (Current year, plus three years carry forward.) 
North Dakota individual income tax rates are currently in the range of approximately 1.1% to 2.9% of federal taxable income. 

The general provisions of North Dakota’s Tax Credit (ND Century Code 57-38-01.21) are as follows:  

1) A 40% state income tax credit can be taken on contributions to qualified North Dakota-based charitable endowment funds.  

2) Contributions can be made by individuals, businesses, trusts, or estates.  

3) To qualify, the contribution must be a minimum of $5,000.  

4) The maximum North Dakota tax credit is $10,000 for single tax filers and $20,000 for those who are married and filing jointly. The 
maximum tax credit for a single individual would be $10,000, equal to 40% of a $25,000 contribution. The maximum tax credit for a 
married couple would be $20,000, equal to 40% of a $50,000 contribution.  

5) The unused portion of the North Dakota state income tax credit can be carried forward for three years. 

Nothing in this publication is intended to provide legal or tax advice. For the information most pertinent to your situation, please bring this document to 
your tax preparer and ask how the North Dakota Tax Credit can enrich your contributions. 

Make checks out to the Catholic Foundation and add the  
endowment of your choice on the memo line. 

 
Send checks to: Catholic Foundation, PO Box 1175, Bismarck, ND 58502-1137 

For more information, contact Matt Stevenson at 701-204-7206 

Your donation to your parish endowment fund can go further 
and cost you less! 

 

 

 

 

 

Gift Amount $5,000 $10,000 $20,000 $25,000 $50,000 

Federal Estimated Tax Savings* ($600) ($1,200) ($2,400) ($3,000) ($6,000) 

ND Income Tax Credit** ($2,000) ($4,000) ($8,000) ($10,000) ($20,000) 

Net Cost of Contribution $2,400 $4,800 $9,600 $12,000 $24,000 

 
Gift Amount 

 
$5,000 

 
$10,000 

 
$20,000 

 
$25,000 

 
$50,000 

Federal Estimated Tax Savings* ($1,200) ($2,400) ($4,800) ($6,000) ($12,000) 

ND Income Tax Credit** ($2,000) ($4,000) ($8,000) ($10,000) ($20,000) 

Net Cost of Contribution $1,800 $3,600 $7,200 $9,000 $18,000 

 
Gift Amount 

 
$5,000 

 
$10,000 

 
$20,000 

 
$25,000 

 
$50,000 

Federal Estimated Tax Savings* ($1,600) ($3,200) ($6,400) ($8,000) ($16,000) 

ND Income Tax Credit** ($2,000) ($4,000) ($8,000) ($10,000) ($20,000) 

Net Cost of Contribution $1,400 $2,800 $5,600 $7,000 $14,000 

North Dakota has established a Tax Credit (ND Century Code 57-38-01.21) that allows individuals, businesses, trusts, 
and estates to take advantage of a 40% state tax credit for contributions of $5,000 or more to qualified ND charitable 

endowment funds. Even better, the unused portion of that state tax credit can be carried forward for three years. 

PRAY FOR THE 
PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, 
DEACONS SERVING 
OUR DIOCESE AND 

THOSE IN FORMATION 
AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the 
Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

Dec. 1  Fr. Adam Maus
Dec. 2  Deacon Ralph Von 

Ruden
Dec. 3  Sr. Nancy Miller, OSB
Dec. 4  Br. Placid Gross, OSB
Dec. 5  Seminarian Colton 

Steiner
Dec. 6  Bishop David Kagan
Dec. 7  Deacon Daniel Wallach
Dec. 8  Sr. Agatha Muggli, OSB
Dec. 9  All Lay Ministers
Dec. 10 Sr. Delores Heidt, OSB
Dec. 11 Fr. Corey Nelson
Dec. 12 Deacon Bob 

Wingenbach
Dec. 13 Sr. Margaret Nelson, 

OSB
Dec. 14 All Seminarians
Dec. 15 Fr. Jadyn Nelson
Dec. 16 Deacon Mike Woiwode
Dec. 17 All Religious in 

Formation
Dec. 18 Fr. Raphael Obotama
Dec. 19 Deacon Ken Wolbaum
Dec. 20 Rev. Mr. Mark Aune
Dec. 21 Sr. Elizabeth Novy, OSB
Dec. 22 Fr. Patrick Ojedeji
Dec. 23 Deacon Wilfred Wolf
Dec. 24 Sr. Mariah Dietz, OSB
Dec. 25 Fr. John O’Leary
Dec. 26 Br. James Hanson, OSB
Dec. 27 Fr. Casimir Paluck
Dec. 28 Deacon James Wosepka
Dec. 29 Fr. Christy Pathiala
Dec. 30 All Liturgical Ministers
Dec. 31 Sr. Gemma Peters, OSB
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By Tom Ackerman
University of Mary

The University of Mary recently 
announced its plans to name its 
School of Health Sciences after St. 
Gianna Beretta Molla. 

The family of St. Gianna gave 
University of Mary permission 
to name the School of Health 
Sciences for their mother, who 
Pope John Paul canonized as a 
saint on May 16, 2004. The Holy 
Father off ered this new, beloved, 
lay saint to the Church as a model 
of virtue, holiness, motherhood, 
professionalism and devotion. 

While medicine became 
her mission and career after 
World War II, Molla, an Italian 
pediatrician, also chose marriage 
as her vocation. She once again 
embraced both as gifts from God 
and dedicated herself to forming 
a truly Christian family. Molla 
became pregnant with their 
fourth child. Near the end of 
her second month of pregnancy, 
Molla was struck with unbearable 
pain. Doctors discovered she was 
carrying both a baby and a tumor 
after developing fi broma in her 
uterus. Calling upon what her 
Catholic faith taught her, Molla 
believed every human life was a 
gift from God, something sacred to 
be respected and protected from 
conception to natural death. She 

opted for the removal of only the 
fi broma in order to preserve her 
child’s life, while at the same time 
realizing she may lose her life. 

“If you must decide between 
me and the child, do not hesitate: 
choose the child. I insist on it. 
Save the baby,” Gianna Beretta 
expressed to her husband, Pietro, 
and family members. On April 21, 
1962, the baby was successfully 
delivered by Caesarean section. 
However, after many attempts 
by her doctors to save both lives, 
Gianna passed away from septic 
peritonitis a week after the baby 
was born.

Today, that baby, is Gianna 
Emanuela Molla, who is now 
herself a medical doctor. 
Emanuela was on University 
of Mary’s campus last month 
attending the Gala on behalf of 
her family and to personally give 
approval to name the School of 
Health Sciences in honor of their 
mother. 

University of Mary’s School of 
Health Sciences faculty members 
joined Emanuela, University of 
Mary President Monsignor James 
Shea, and honored guests for 
the announcement. Dr. Glenda 
Reemts, who is chair of the 
University of Mary’s Department 
of Nursing and the number one 
ranked nursing program in the 

nation out of 2,061 programs by 
Mountain Measurements, said at 
the Gala event, “The naming of our 
school after St. Gianna beautifully 
emulates the sanctity of human 
life. The importance of the dignity 
of the human person runs deep 
within our school and within the 
hearts of our students.” 

The naming of the School 
of Health Sciences in honor of 
Saint Gianna Beretta Molla will 
happen once a fundraising goal is 
met. Last month’s Gala offi  cially 
launched the fundraising eff ort to 
fund the newly-named school. 

“This new name calls us 
to prepare our students to be 
compassionate, loving, and 
morally courageous healers 
who will carry on the ministry 
of healing in the future,” stated 
Dr. Janeene Sibla, chair of the 
University of Mary Occupational 
Therapy Program. 

“If we can hold our students 
to the legacy and vocation of St. 
Gianna as a loving example in 
her life and in her death, that is 
something real and life-giving—we 
give our students something to 
hope for in their pursuit of studies 
at the University of Mary,” stated 
Lauren Emmel, assistant professor 
of Physical Therapy at Mary.

“How fi tting it will be to have 
St. Gianna the namesake of our 

School of Health Sciences, a saint 
who lived out this value in her 
medical practice and personal 
life,” added Jodi Roller, dean of 
University of Mary’s School of 
Health Sciences. “We are blessed 
to have this opportunity to honor 
and recognize her.” 

Faculty and students in 
University of Mary’s School of 
Health Sciences will continue to 
practice and promote the words of 
Saint Gianna’s famous quote “Our 
task is to make the truth visible 
and lovable, off ering ourselves 
as an attractive, and, if possible, 
heroic example.”

University of Mary plans to name School of 
Health Sciences after St. Gianna

Saint Gianna Beretta Molla

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Families gathered for Mass at the Church of Saint Anne 
in Bismarck on All Hallows’ Eve (Oct. 31) to celebrate the 
vigil of the solemnity of All Saints’ Day. Many little saints, 
their parents and others gathered for the celebration which 
included food, games and prizes. Fr. Wayne Sattler and 
Deacon John Bachmeier welcomed the crowd to Mass and 
festivities to follow.

All Hallows’ Eve celebration
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A recent hearing held by the 
interim Judiciary Committee 
gave me an opportunity to talk 
about the importance of voluntary 
organizations in society.

The committee is studying the 
implementation of the new ethics 
provision of the state constitution 
and related laws. The committee 
chairman invited me to give a 
perspective on how the new laws 
might impact the ability of religious 
and charitable organizations ability 
to lobby. Although I shared a 
few thoughts on the new law and 
lobbying itself, I devoted most of 
my testimony to the importance 
of voluntary organizations in a 
democracy and why any laws 
aff ecting lobbying should not 
diminish their ability to participate 
in the political process.

The Catholic Church calls 
these associations “mediating 
institutions” because they protect 
the individual from the power of 
the state and they provide a means 
for individuals to interact with the 
state and with each other. These 
mediating institutions, whether 
they are economic, social, cultural, 
sports-oriented, recreational, 
professional or political are 
essential to a civil society because 
they respect the dignity of the 
human person. In turn, a good 
government does not suppress 
mediating institutions, but 
supports them in their eff orts.

If these mediating institutions 
do not thrive, society itself cannot 
thrive. This is especially true if 
the family, which is the primary 
institution of society, is replaced 
by an all-powerful government or 
philosophy of individual autonomy. 
An example of the former is Soviet 
Russia and other collectivist 
governments. An example of 
the latter are ideologies like 
libertarianism that refuse to see 
covenantal connections between 
persons.

Mediating institutions, 
therefore, fl ow from recognizing 
the principle of subsidiarity.  
Subsidiarity is the principle 
that “a community of a higher 
order should not interfere in the 
internal life of a community of a 
lower order, depriving the latter 
of its functions, but rather should 
support it in case of need and help 
to coordinate its activity with the 
activities of the rest of society, 
always with a view to the common 
good.” (CCC 1883) 

As I wrote in a previous column: 
“All of the church’s social doctrine 
fl ows from the recognition that 
every human person has a life and 
dignity that society must respect, 
protect and foster. Being social 
creatures, that is done through 
community, starting with the 
family. From the family outward, 
we develop groups, associations, 
relationships and institutions that 

make it possible to achieve social 
growth and function as a civil 
society.”

Pope Pius XI formulated the 
Church’s teaching on subsidiarity 
and mediating institutions in 1931, 
but, exactly one hundred years 
before that, a French aristocrat 
observed something similar in the 
newly formed United States.

Alexis de Tocqueville was a 
diplomat and political philosopher 
who toured the United States in 
1931. His observations, published 
as Democracy in America, 
remains, to this day, important in 
understanding American history 
and democratic ideas.

Tocqueville noted the propensity 
of Americans to form associations 
for both political and social 
purposes. He wrote, “Americans of 
all ages, all conditions, all minds 
constantly unite. Not only do they 
have commercial and industrial 
associations in which all take part, 
but they also have a thousand 
other kinds: religious, moral, 
grave, futile, very general and 
very particular, immense and very 
small; Americans use associations 
to give fêtes, to found seminaries, 
to build inns, to raise churches, 
to distribute books, to send 
missionaries to the antipodes; in 
this manner they create hospitals, 
prisons, schools. Finally, if it is a 
question of bringing to light a truth 
or developing a sentiment with the 

support of a great example, they 
associate.” 

He noted that the creation 
of associations or groups was 
not just an inherent part of a 
democratic society, but that they 
were also essential to preserving a 
democratic system of government. 
Without them, he contended, the 
democratic experiment would 
fail. In a society dedicated to 
the principle that all persons 
are independent and equal and, 
therefore, do not possess the 
power to command others as in an 
aristocracy or dictatorship, society 
could not function without the 
ability of citizens to voluntarily 
form associations to aid each other.

What Tocqueville saw in 1831 
as essential to democracy, the 
Catholic Church saw in 1931 as 
essential to society and human 
dignity. Social scientists have 
observed decreased participation 
in voluntary organizations over the 
last 50 years. At the same time, the 
ability of mediating institutions 
continues to be threatened by 
government overreach, extreme 
individualism and the breakdown 
of social bonds. What will be the 
state of mediating institutions in 
2031? 

g   Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in mat-
ters of public policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

The past and future state of mediating institutions

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

God’s love shared through 
the wisdom of grandchildren

Every season of the year is special in the 
countryside, but winter ranks as the season 
when there is a little more time to enjoy special 
gifts of children and grandchildren. I have the 
luxury of a tractor with a cab, an extra seat 
and heater, allowing me to have help while 
completing winter tasks.

During these jaunts around the pens and 
pastures, I am blessed with the chatter and 
ideas of young minds. An extra set of eyes 
observes the conditions: weather, terrain, 
health of the animals or the opportunity of 
another day. 

The freshness and the optimism of young 
minds is uplifting, making daily chores a task to 
which I look forward. Generally, these question 
and answer sessions are straightforward, 
requiring short answers.

“Do you know God loves me?” my little 
grandson proudly stated. 

“And, my brother and sister too,” he added 
before taking another breath. 

“Yes, God loves you and your brother and 
sister,” I respond. “And God loves your aunts 
and uncles.”

“And, God loves my cousins also,” the 
youngster interjects, “Plus, my grandmas and 
grandpas.”

“God loves everybody in the whole world,” I 
quickly add.

The dialogue—and the hug I give and get in 
return—is not going to change the world during 
that tractor ride. Yet, somehow, I like to think 
the event will imprint upon the youngster as he 
grows and matures. It is a feel-good moment 

for me but, more importantly, I pray that he 
remembers God is his companion in every 
thought, word and deed throughout life.

God speaks in so many ways, giving me 
lessons about life. These sessions with my 
young grandson—and other persons of all 
ages—are really God’s way of counseling me, 
preparing me for the next step.

Simply put, God loves me. I ask myself, do I 
love God in return? Do I advocate for my sisters 
and brothers in a way pleasing to God?

I need to answer God’s call. Care to join me?
g Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on the family farm in 
Billings County. They are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations there as 
well as at the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 
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During a recent speech in Texas, 
I mentioned that “drag queen 
story hours” are being sponsored 
by local public libraries across 
the country. Toddlers and kids 
are brought in and placed in front 
of cross-dressing men who read 
children’s stories to them, stories 
that encourage them to reject 
fundamental gender diff erences 
between males and females. The 
LGBTQ agenda, I also noted, is 
being energetically promoted to 
upend and rewrite public school 
curricula even for kindergarten 
and pre-school-aged children.

During the Q & A after the talk, 
one of the parents in attendance, 
with a measure of frustration in 
his voice, asked what the average 
person can do to push back against 
the seemingly endless expansion of 
error and evil in our society.  

His question is a common one.
I usually reply by saying that we 

cannot yield to discouragement 
over the apparently widespread 
moral decline around us, nor 
dissipate our personal energy in 
worry and anxiety about the state 
of the world. Instead, we need to 
recognize how God has entrusted 
to each of us a small garden that 
He asks us to tend. If we tend that 
plot well, He will extend the reach 
of His grace in ways we cannot 

foresee or imagine, and we will 
actually contribute to stemming 
the tide of error and evil well 
beyond the limited confi nes of our 
particular plot.

This implies that each of us 
has diff erent responsibilities, 
depending upon our particular 
state in life, our commitments 
and our employment and family 
situations. By attending carefully 
to those responsibilities and 
conscientiously tending our 
gardens, the air around us can 
indeed begin to change.

A true story I recently heard 
brought this lesson home in a 
powerful way. 

A woman, facing complex health 
issues, felt a strong impulse one 
morning to pray for her oldest 
son while she was confi ned to her 
bed. He lived far away in a large 
metropolitan area and worked in 
his spare time for a ride-sharing 
company.

Later that day, her son called 
home, and she mentioned that she 
had felt the need to pray for him 
earlier. “That’s interesting,” he 
replied, “because I had something 
unusual happen today.” 

He then told her about picking 
up a pregnant woman with two 
young children. After greeting 
them, he looked at his phone and 

started driving. The address on his 
screen subconsciously caught his 
attention; meanwhile the woman 
was speaking to someone on her 
phone in the back seat. After 
several minutes of thinking about 
the address, the young driver 
suddenly realized where they 
were headed: the local Planned 
Parenthood abortion clinic. 

He decided to make a couple 
of wrong turns to buy some time 
so the woman would fi nish up 
her phone conversation. When 
she kept on talking, he pulled 
the car over and brought it to a 
complete stop. As she paused her 
conversation, he turned and said 
to her, “I’m sorry but I have to 
let you know that because of my 
religious beliefs, I simply cannot 
take you where you are going. I 
will return you to where I picked 
you up and refund your fee.” The 
woman was surprised, but seemed 
to understand, and he drove her 
and her three children back to the 
pickup point.

That young driver made an 
intentional decision, within the 
confi nes of the particular garden 
God had given him to cultivate, to 
push back against a present evil he 
became aware of. 

Another person of lesser 
determination might have said, 

“Who am 
I to get 
involved 
in this person’s choices? Am I my 
brother’s keeper?” He recognized, 
however, that he was already 
unwittingly involved, and that 
each of us, in fact, is our brother’s 
keeper. He was concerned about 
a neighbor and her little family 
gathered in the back seat of his car. 
He knew he could not be party to 
the wrongdoing she seemed poised 
to carry out against her unborn 
child. 

We don’t know what happened 
after he dropped her off . Maybe, 
sadly, she just ordered another 
ride. Maybe, however, she 
reconsidered her choice. Any time 
we try to do what is right and push 
back against evil, any time we seek 
to act with resolve on behalf of 
what is good and true, new options 
open up, the air changes around us 
and we contribute to renewing our 
world.

That’s what each of us can do as 
we take care of our own garden.
g    Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned 
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale 
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He 
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, 
and serves as the Director of Education at 
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in 
Bismarck.  See www.ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

Pushing back against evil

Probably nothing challenges a 
Christian steward as much as the 
seasons of Advent and Christmas.

Each year, we marvel at the 
irony of it: a time to honor and 
ponder God’s great mystery, the 
Incarnation, somehow falls prey 
to a time of stressful shopping, 
endless “to do” lists, strained bank 
accounts, and guilt over what’s 
not getting done. Sometimes those 
non-stop Christmas commercials 
and shopping ads begin to grind 
on our senses.

How does the Christian steward 
answer this challenge while 
incorporating the best and most 
fruitful of our cultural traditions 
into this festive season?

The Church’s liturgical year 
begins with Advent and the 
opportunity to start afresh 
with Jesus Christ. During the 
Advent and Christmas seasons, 
Christian stewards have several 
opportunities to refl ect on and 
honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, 
who is not only the greatest saint 
in our Catholic family of faith, she 

is also the model of stewardship 
par excellence.  Mary teaches us 
the meaning of stewardship by her 
own life witness.

On December 8, we celebrate 
the Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, the conception of 
Mary in her mother’s womb 
without the stain of original sin. 
She, alone, was preserved from 
original sin “from the fi rst moment 
of her conception.”

On December 12, we celebrate 
Mary, as Our Lady of Guadalupe. 
In 1531, she appeared to Juan 
Diego on a hill outside Mexico 
City. A life-size fi gure of the Virgin 
Mary as a young, dark-skinned 
American Indian woman with the 
face of a mestizo was imprinted 
on his cloak. The image gave the 
indigenous people of the Americas 
assurance that our Blessed Mother 
was loving and compassionate 
toward them.

On December 25, when we 
celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord, 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus 
through His mother, Mary. The 

incarnation took place through 
Mary’s own fl esh, and the infant 
Jesus was nourished by Mary’s 
own body.

On January 1, when we 
celebrate the Solemnity of Mary. 
On this holy day, Mary is honored 
as the “Mother of God,” the 
greatest of her titles. This title is 
the foundation for every other title 
attributed to her as she became the 
mother of God from the instant 
Jesus was conceived in her womb 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

In response to God’s call, 
Mary said, “Yes.” She responded 
wholeheartedly, without counting 
the cost to herself.  Each one of 
us also receives a unique call. 
This call to start afresh with Jesus 
Christ as He challenges us to see 
ourselves as stewards, people 
who share all the spiritual and 
material gifts we have received 
from God. Nothing that we have 
(or are) belongs exclusively to us. 
Everything, including the air we 
breathe, the water we drink, the 
food we eat, the clothes we wear 

and the 
roof over our heads, comes from 
God as pure gift. As disciples of 
Jesus, we are challenged to be 
grateful, responsible and generous 
stewards; to develop our gifts 
and talents; to use our material 
possessions responsibly; and to 
share generously with others all 
the blessings we have received 
from a good and gracious God.  

As we refl ect on the child Jesus, 
placed in a manger and wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, let us 
prayerfully remember and thank 
His blessed mother, Mary, who 
cared for Him so lovingly. What a 
wonderful day Christmas is! Let us 
welcome the child Jesus into our 
hearts and live our lives like the 
Blessed Virgin Mary as our model 
of stewardship.  
g Ron Schatz is the director of the diocesan 
Offi  ce of Stewardship and Resource 
Development primarily responsible for 
planning and organizing the annual God’s 
Share Appeal, the annual African Mission 
Appeal, diocesan capital campaigns, 
diocesan stewardship education, national 
and universal church collections, and 
diocesan grant research and writing. 

RON SCHATZ

The Blessed Virgin Mary is our model of stewardship

Stewardship
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Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org
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Mike Klabo, FICF
Linton

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Sam Owan
Williston/Minot
701-609-1918

sam.owan@kofc.org

Carter Fong
Dickinson

701-300-2551
carter.fong@kofc.org

Jeremy Vidmar, FIC
Mandan/Dickinson
701-690-8372

jeremy.vidmar@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Contact us to learn more
L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E

L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E •  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Our signature product. 
Insure your life 
for life.

Affordable protection
for temporary needs.

Retirement income you 
can count on. 
Guaranteed.

Protect your assets. 
Get quality care.
Prepare for the future.

Receive an income even 
when you can't work.

Permanent Life Insurance

Term Life Insurance

Retirement Annuities

Long-Term Care Insurance

Disability Income Insurance

A Portfolio of Protection
The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products

backed by our top-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

Have you lost hope in your marriage?
You are not alone! 

For couples in crisis…Corazon can help you begin to
put the pieces back together again.

Call Tara Brooke for more information at 701-204-7209.

Register online at bismarckdiocese.com/corazon

Upcoming weekend
Dec. 13-15, 2019
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