
Deacons Gregory Crane 
and Brandon Wolf enter the 
remarkable brotherhood of priests 
at the Mass of Holy Ordination 
on June 10 at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit. 

“In hindsight, I’ve heard God’s 
call for many years,” explained 
Deacon Crane. “He uses various 
means to speak to us. For example, 
I met several priests whom I really 
admired and whom I wanted to 
emulate. I have also always really 
been drawn to the liturgy. I like 
reading theological things. And, at 
many points in my life have found 
prayer to be very rewarding. All of 
these things—little things—are the 
way that God calls us. Gradually, 
with the help of a few spiritual 
guides, I came to see that these 

little things were the way that 
God was actually speaking to me, 
drawing me towards Himself, 
calling me to the priesthood.”

But both men said that the 
call wasn’t like an instant “bolt of 
lightning,” but more of a gradual 
realization that God was asking 
them to be part of a higher calling.

“Ultimately it came down to a 
search for truth and a life of joy,” 
Deacon Wolf said. “Jesus Christ 
presented Himself to me in such 
a way that I could no longer deny 
that He is Truth and Joy itself 
and I had only to say ‘yes’ to 
Him. Once I understood that, it 
was only a matter of time until I 
entered seminary formation.”

Crane agreed and said his true 
vocation was something he knew 

was evolving, but took a while 
to take hold. “One day that call 
became very clear to me, sort of 
suddenly, at one moment. It all 
sort of hit me suddenly that God 
was actually calling me to the 
priesthood. That was extremely 
powerful. When that was felt, the 
desire to enter [the seminary] sort 
of automatically came…Of course, 
doubt still creeps in along the way, 
but this is where it’s helpful to 
have a spiritual director who can 
help you discern what’s from God 
and what’s not.”

Seminary formation
Both men have been studying 

in Rome at the Pontifi cal North 
American College. The seminary 
experience is long and sometimes 
proves diffi  cult—as it should be to 
form strong, faithful leaders. Both 
men said that prayer and their 
relationship with God sustained 
them throughout their formation 
years.

“The fi rst is prayer,” Deacon 
Wolf noted. “Having a prayer life 
is essential to any life that is lived 
for the ultimate end for which 
we are all created. If our goal is 
eternal life lived in unity with our 
Lord, it does not matter if we live 
the married life or the priestly 
life, our relationship with God 
is the foundation that is needed 
to sustain us in our vocation. No 
other person is able to give us 
what we need to remain faithful 
to our call or will be able to bring 
us the fullness of life that we all 
desire.”

Deacon Wolf also pointed out 
that a strong support system is 
key to the success of a seminarian. 
“The support of my family and 
friends has also had a large 
infl uence on my time of formation. 
Whether in their prayer or action, 
I have benefi tted greatly from 
the community around me. My 
brother seminarians have had a 
huge infl uence on me through the 
fraternity and friendship they have 
given, and even more importantly 
through their example of being 
men living their lives for God. 
Many times, they have been a 
source of inspiration to me that 
has helped me to evaluate my own 
life lived for God. Iron sharpens 
iron.”

Deacon Crane, too, relied on 
his prayer life to get him through 
the rough times. “Relationship 
with God is the only thing that 
sustained me. Seminary is great, 
but, like any life, it comes with 
its challenges as well. There have 
been multiple struggles along the 
way. The only thing that has kept 
me along the path is returning to 
God in quiet moments of prayer. 
If God wasn’t walking with me, 
there’s no way I’d be getting 
ordained. There’d be no reason to 
be ordained.”

Venerating relics 
Relics of St. Padre Pio were recently 
placed at diocesan parishes in Williston 
and Grenora ............................Page 3
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Farewell, Sisters
The three Sisters of Mary Immaculate 
of Guadalupe will soon depart from the 
diocese   ................................... Pages 8-9

Continued on page 4

Deacons Brandon Wolf (left) and Gregory Crane will be ordained priests for the diocese on June 10.

It was not you who chose me, but  I who chose you 

and appointed you to go and bear fruit that will remain…
— John 15:16

Two men to be ordained priests for the diocese

A LOOK INSIDE 
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The month of June obtains 
for us countless graces 
and blessings through the 

several feasts and solemnities 
which our beloved Catholic 
Church celebrates annually. 
I would like to review these 
beautiful feasts and solemnities 
and I urge all of you to attend 
and participate at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass on these 
days.

Sunday, June 2 is the 
Solemnity of the Ascension 
as celebrated in the Province 
of St. Paul and Minneapolis. 
This is the day on which we 
commemorate Our Divine 
Savior’s return to the Father 
in Heaven and His command 
to the Apostles to await the 
promised Holy Spirit Who 
would remind them of all that 

Jesus taught. And, then they 
were to go into the whole world 
and announce the good news 
of the Gospel and baptize all 
who would believe in it. Since 
this is a Sunday, we Catholics 
participate at Holy Mass as 
our obligation before Almighty 
God and not to do so without a 
sufficient reason is to commit a 
mortal sin.

Sunday, June 9 is Pentecost 
Sunday, the day on which God 
the Holy Spirit rushed upon 
the Apostles gathered with Our 
Blessed Mother in prayer and 
He confirmed all present in 
their faith. So, imbued with His 
seven gifts they left that room 
filled with the fire of Divine 
Love and literally converted 
the known world with and in 
the Name of Jesus. We usually 
consider this feast as the formal 
beginning of our Church.

The day after Pentecost is 
now the Feast of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the 
Church and, this year, it will be 
the day of the ordinations to the 
sacred priesthood for our two 
transitional deacons, Gregory 
Crane and Brandon Wolf. Pope 
Francis established this feast 
last year and placed it the 
day after Pentecost. It is most 
fitting that we celebrate the fact 
that Mary is the Mother of the 
Church since that was the will 
of Jesus from His Cross and all 

were gathered with her on that 
first Pentecost when the Holy 
Spirit descended upon them in 
the form of a rushing wind of 
tongues of fire.

The next two Sundays, June 
16 and 23 are the Solemnities 
of the Most Holy Trinity and 
the Most Holy Body and Blood 
of Christ (Corpus Christi). The 
mystery of the Blessed Trinity 
is the first mystery of our faith 
and the Most Holy Eucharist is 
the very source and summit of 
our lives of faith in this world. 
Be sure to participate at Holy 
Mass on these two Sundays. The 
24th of June is the Solemnity 
of the Birth of Saint John the 
Baptist and, while it is not a 
holy day of obligation, it is most 
fitting for us to celebrate this 
great event in the history of our 
salvation. John the Baptist is 

the divinely chosen prophet not 
just to announce the coming of 
the promised Messiah, but to 
actually point Him out to the 
world.

The following Friday, June 
28 is the Solemnity of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and, 
again while it is not a holy day 
of obligation, it is from the 
pierced Heart of Jesus that 
every grace flows to us in His 
Church and from which the 
Church and the sacraments 
are born. The next day, June 
29 is the Solemnity of Saints 
Peter and Paul, the founders of 
the church of Rome, Peter, the 
first Pope and Vicar of Christ 
on earth, and Paul, the chosen 
Apostle to the gentiles. 

What a month for all who are 
Catholics!

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Celebrating several feasts and solemnities
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan confi rms approximately 700 youth across the diocese each year. At the 
Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck on May 3, Bishop Kagan anointed a confi rmand by 
using oil of Chrism, making the Sign of the Cross on his forehead while saying “Be sealed 
with the gift of the Holy Spirit.” 

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 
JUNE AND JULY 2019

June 2 • Catholic Indian Congress, 
Twin Buttes

June 2 – 7 Clergy Retreat, Assumption 
Abbey, Richardton

June 8 • Pentecost Vigil Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
5 p.m.

June 9 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of St. Anthony, St. Anthony, 
11 a.m.

June 10 • Priestly Ordination of Rev. 
Mr. Brandon Wolf and 
Rev. Mr. Gregory Crane, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 3 p.m.

June 11–13 • USCCB General Assembly, 
Baltimore

June 14 • Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

June 18 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m.

 • Finance Council Meeting, 
CPM, 10 a.m.

June 23 • Corpus Christi Mass and 
Eucharistic Procession, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 11:30 a.m.

June 24 • Seminarian Golf 
Tournament, Prairie West, 
Mandan, 11:30 a.m.

June 25 • Building commission 
meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 9:30 a.m.

June 26 • Mass for Opus Dei members, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 5:30 p.m.

June 27 • ND Catholic Conference 
meeting, Jamestown

July 7 • Town and Country Mass, 
Tioga, 11:30 a.m.

July 8 • Big Smoke Out, Church of St. 
John the Apostle, Minot, 
5 p.m.

July 12 • Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

 • Cor Christi Closing Mass, 
University of Mary, 4:30 p.m.

July 16 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m.

July 19 • Cor Christi Closing Mass, 
University of Mary, 4:30 p.m.

July 25 • Departure Mass Steubenville 
bus trip, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, 9 a.m.

 • Parish Expansion Board 
Meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 11 a.m.

 • Bishop Ryan Annual 
Corporate Board Meeting, 
Minot, 5:15 p.m.

July 26 • Serra Club Luncheon, 
Municipal Country Club, 
Bismarck, 11:45 a.m.
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Venerating relics
This important tradition inspires us to draw closer to God

By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

If you go to St. Joseph’s Parish 
in Williston or St. Boniface 
Parish in Grenora, you just might 
encounter St. Padre Pio in a 
powerful way you didn’t expect. 
Recently, their parish community 
has been lavishly blessed by 
having the relics of this “mega-
saint” in their midst.

“First, I requested one relic of 
St. Padre Pio for St. Joseph’s, and 
then I decided to request two,” 
said Fr. Russ Kovash, Pastor of St. 
Joseph’s Parish. “I was surprised 
when we found out that they were 
going to give us both of them! One 
is now located in a reliquary at St. 
Boniface Parish, and the other at 
St. Joseph’s. There are not a lot 
of parishes that have relics of St. 
Padre Pio in their possession. A lot 
of people love Padre Pio! He was 
such an amazing saint who could 
do everything from bi-locating to 
reading souls.”

The inspiration to request 
the relics came about after a 
renovation of St. Joseph’s Parish.

“Recently, we re-modeled the 
sanctuary of St. Joseph’s and put 
up a crucifi x,” Fr. Kovash said. 
“When St. Joseph’s burned down 
in 1980, the relic in its altar was 
saved, but we lost the letters 
indicating which saint the relic 
was from. I spoke with Fr. Joshua 
Ehli, a priest from our diocese and 
a former classmate of mine who 
now works for a cardinal in Rome, 
about the situation. He felt that 
if we were going to be renovating 
our parish, we might as well 
consider obtaining relics. Then 
both of us started wondering, 
‘What are the odds of getting a St. 
Padre Pio relic?’”

Providentially, the “odds” were 
in favor of St. Joseph’s Parish, and 
relics made from cloth covered 
with the actual blood of St. Padre 
Pio were given to the church in 
January of this year.  

“We are so grateful to Fr. 
Joshua Ehli for all of his help,” 

Fr. Kovash said. “He was 
instrumental in bringing us 
through the proper channels to 
obtain the relics.”

Having St. Padre Pio’s presence 
among the parish community is 
truly a divine grace, and will touch 
many hearts and souls in years to 
come.

“I thought of requesting the 
relics of St. Padre Pio because 
he was such a great confessor,” 
Fr. Kovash said. “I hoped that 
through his prayers, we priests 
would become gifted confessors, 
and more people would be 
inspired to come back to the 
sacrament of confession. This 
is something I would love to 
see happening, not just in our 
parish family, but all over the 
world. As Catholics, one of the 
greatest blessings we have is this 
most powerful and necessary 
sacrament.” 

Truly, the enthusiasm over the 
arrival of the relics has become 
contagious, fi lling hearts with a 
sense of hope. 

“It will be so wonderful to have 
the relics at our parish!” said Peg 
Haga, parishioner of St. Joseph’s. 
“I’m so excited because he is my 
favorite saint and I have always 
had such a devotion to him. It 
always intrigued me that he had 
the stigmata, and that he actually 
lived during my lifetime.” 

Nicky Berg, parishioner of St. 
Boniface Parish, has high hopes 
for the spiritual renewal that the 
presence of the relics may bring to 
all of the beautiful, searching souls 
who pray with them.

“I can just imagine all of the 
graces that may come through 
these relics to the people of our 
parish community,” she said. “It 
will encourage us all to ask, ‘Who 
really is St. Padre Pio?’ and will 
help them refl ect on his life, and 
get to know him better. I admire 
him deeply because he was such 
a holy saint, a rosary warrior, and 
one who suff ered so much.” 

The veneration of sacred relics 

of saints is profoundly affi  rmed by 
Church teaching, sacred tradition 
and Canon Law itself. 

The Code of Canon Law more 
specifi cally lays out the placement 
of relics in our Catholic practice: 
Canon 1237 states, “The ancient 
tradition of keeping the relics of 
martyrs and other saints under 
a fi xed altar is to be preserved 
according to the norms given in 
the liturgical books,” (a practice 
widespread since the fourth 
century). Many churches and 
chapels also have relics of their 
patron saints which the faithful 
venerate. Relics of highly-revered 
saints tour the world off ering 
veneration for the faithful who 
might never encounter a relic 
without having to travel great 
distances. Still, reports of the 
Lord’s miracles and favors 
continue to be connected with 
the intercession of saints and the 
veneration of relics. 

However, the veneration of 
relics can be a source of confusion, 
or, when seen in a positive 
light—divine mystery. Further, 
the veneration of relics is entirely 
diff erent than worshiping mere 
matter, or performing magic, 
which the Church condemns. The 
Church strives to keep the use and 
placement of relics in perspective.

“We don’t believe that relics 
have some sort of ‘magical’ power, 
and we don’t worship or adore 
them,” Fr. Kovash said. “Only 
God is worthy of our worship 
and adoration. However, we 
do venerate relics because they 
are from the remains of holy, 
incredible individuals that can 
inspire us to grow in holiness.”

Sacred Scripture also testifi es 
to the important tradition of 
venerating relics throughout the 
history of Christianity.

“For example, when a man was 
cast into the grave of the deceased 
prophet Elisha in 2 Kings:13:20, 
21, he was revived and stood on 
his head,” Fr. Kovash explained. 
“In Acts 19:11, 12, miracles 
were done at the hands of Paul. 
Handkerchiefs of his had healed 
people and diseases left them and 

they were cured of evil spirits. 
And, in Acts 5: 14-16, people were 
healed when they simply passed 
by St. Peter’s shadow.” 

The arrival of the new relics to 
the parish community has brought 
about a heartfelt refl ection on 
what a blessing relics are—or can 
be—in our personal lives and the 
lives of those we love.

“The relics of the saints are the 
gems of the Holy Mother Church,” 
commented Corrie Enander, 
a parishioner of St. Boniface. 
“Venerating the relics of saints 
is a bit of a lost practice by most 
Catholics for a couple generations. 
Our families are in such need 
of grace now. As Catholics, we 
need to re-cultivate this practice 
of bringing ourselves and our 
children before the saints. They 
have traveled the diffi  cult road 
of life before us, and they can 
now travel with us and help us 
along! Relics give us a wonderful 
opportunity to ask the saints of 
Heaven to go before the throne 
of God, and bring our needs 
and prayer requests to Him who 
reigns.”

By venerating relics with 
authentic hope and faith, we 
crack open the treasure-chest of 
Catholicism and savor its ineff able 
riches. 

“It is very powerful to have 
relics at Holy Mass,” Corrie said. 
“When they are present in the 
church during Holy Mass they 
assist us in a special way. They, 
too, become present before the 
altar to off er our prayers in union 
with the sacrifi ce of Jesus to the 
Heavenly Father. It is also very 
powerful to pray with a relic of 
your confi rmation saint. It is a real 
opportunity to lay yourself before 
them and beg them to intercede 
for you to know, love and do God’s 
Holy Will in your life.”

And, by encouraging others 
to do the same, we will enrich 
the lifeblood of Mother Church,  
infl aming her with zeal for the 
glory of Almighty God and the 
salvation of souls.

The relics of the Catholic Church remain one of the 
most powerful, and sometimes mysterious, aspects 
of the faith. A collection of special relics recently 
found their way to Bishop Kagan as a gift 
from one of his priests, Fr. Josh Ehli. The 
relics are bone fragments from the 12 
apostles along with several Dominican 
saints including Sts. Dominic, 
Catherine of Siena, Thomas 
Aquinas, Catherine of Ricci, 
Vincent Ferrer, Martin de 
Porres, among others. The 
certifi cate of authenticity is 
dated January 28, 1859.
During his time in Rome, 
Fr. Ehli, came to possess 
the relics passed on to him 
from an English Dominican 
friend of his. According to 
Fr. Ehli, the relic apparently 
originated out of a monastery in 
England, at which point things 
“get a little fuzzy.” It has proven 
somewhat diffi  cult, perhaps to no surprise 
since we are dealing with relics of some age, to 
trace a suffi  cient history. 

Remarkable relics

Staff  photo

Submitted photo
Relics of St. Padre Pio were recently placed at two diocesan parishes—St. Joseph in 
Williston and St. Boniface in Grenora. Translated, the label reads: from the blood of the 
tissue of Saint Pio of Pietrelcina.
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Emotional day
There are many emotions that 

fl ood to the surface for both men 
as they refl ect on their upcoming 
priestly ordination.

“Excited, eager, nervous... 
everything,” said Deacon Crane. 
“Praying that on the day I can set 
all of the planning and logistics 
aside and just focus on what God 
is doing in the sacrament.”

Deacon Wolf used many of 
the same words to describe the 
moment. “I am feeling a great 
deal of excitement. While I 
understand that living this life will 
be a constant learning experience, 
I am also ready to move beyond 
the theoretical study of the past 
seven years and am ready to really 
live the life of a priest. I believe 
that this is what God has created 
me to do and I am excited to see 

Him bring it to fulfi llment.”

Priestly assignments
Beyond their ordination day, 

both men look forward to taking 
on their priestly assignments on 
July 1. 

Bishop Kagan has assigned the 
newly ordained, Deacon Crane 
to be the chaplain for Bishop 
Ryan Catholic 
School, Minot, 
and part-time 
parochial vicar 
for Church 
of St. Leo the 
Great, Minot. 

“I am 
looking 
forward to the 
whole thing. 
I’m looking 
forward to being with people in 
good times and bad, trying to 

bring God to them and them to 
God. I look forward in a special 
way to being a chaplain at Bishop 
Ryan Catholic School, to getting 
to teach and to be with the young 
people. I’m just looking forward 
to being a priest!” 

Deacon Wolf will also be 
tending to parishes and teaching 
at one of the diocesan Catholic 
schools. 
Bishop Kagan 
has assigned 
him to be the 
parochial vicar 
for Church 
of Spirit of 
Life, Mandan, 
Church of St. 
Martin, Huff  
and Church of 
St. Anthony, St. 
Anthony, and religion instructor 
for Light of Christ Catholic 

Schools. 
“The celebration of the 

sacraments, especially the 
Eucharist and confession are 
a large part of what I am most 
looking forward to. Within both 
of these sacraments, we see the 
healing eff ects of the grace of God 
for our souls and the grace to live 
in union with Him and with our 
brothers and sisters that make 
up the Church. In a special way, 
these sacraments help to build up 
the Kingdom of God. I am excited 
to be able to be an instrument of 
our Lord for this purpose.”

Indeed, the Lord has chosen 
two more fi ne men to be 
enthusiastic and faithful servants 
of His Gospel and sacraments. 
They, and all our good and 
faithful priests, need our prayers.

Continued  from page 1

Deacon Gregory Crane Deacon Brandon Wolf 

Deacon Mark Aune after ordination to the transitional 
diaconate on May 13 with Bishop Kagan.

This part of the 
ordination rite is known 
as “Promise of the Elect,” 
where Mark placed 
his hands between 
those of Bishop Kagan’s 
and promises respect 
and obedience to 
the bishop and his 
successors.

During the “Laying 
on of Hands,” Bishop 

Kagan placed his hands 
on Mark during the 

Rite of Ordination. It’s 
an ancient gesture 

designating the 
conferral of the gift of 

the Holy Spirit.

Bismarck Diocese’s, 
Fr. Leonard Eckroth, (left) 
and Msgr. Ed Griesedieck, 
Spiritual Director at Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary (where 
Mark is studying) assisted 
Mark with vesting of the 
deacon’s stole and dalmatic, 
the liturgical signs of a 
deacon’s offi  ce in the Church.

Deacon Mark 
celebrates Mass at 
the altar alongside 

Bishop Kagan for 
the fi rst time as a 

transitional deacon.

Transitional Diaconate Ordination 
for Rev. Mr. Mark Aune

Bishop Kagan places the Book of the Gospels in Deacon 
Mark’s hands during the Mass of Ordination to the 
Transitional Diaconate.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

To be ordained
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Everything we have is given to 
us by God. Do we see ourselves as 
stewards or owners? The answer 
makes all the diff erence.

The Gospel writer Matthew 
documented Jesus’ lesson of the 
parable of the talents to illustrate 
how stewards used their master’s 
money. To put this into action, the 
seventh-grade students and faculty 
at St. Mary’s Academy in Bismarck 
used this parable to create a 
learning experience.

The parable of the talents is a 
story of a man going on a journey, 
who entrusted his wealth to his 
servants. To one he gave fi ve bags 
of gold, to another two bags and to 
another one bag, each according 
to his ability. Then, he went on 
his journey. The man who had 
received fi ve bags of gold went at 
once and put his money to work 
and gained fi ve bags more. So 
also, the one with two bags of gold 
gained two more. But, the man 
who had received one bag went off , 
dug a hole in the ground and hid 
his master’s money.

In line with the parable, each 
seventh grader was given a talent 
(a sum of $10) and a period of 
time in which they were asked 
to use their creativity to increase 
the talent/money with which 
they’d been entrusted. The 
project was made possible with 
the cooperation of an anonymous 
donor.

At the appointed time, each 
student gave an account of what 
they did with their talent/money 
and returned it as required in 
the parable of the talents. The 
hope was that students would be 
good stewards and return more 
than they were given. At the very 
least, each student, like the third 
servant, was expected to return 
what he or she was given.

The parable of the talents 

project spanned 18 
days giving each 
student time to invest 
and increase the size 
of their talents. The 
project was initiated by 
religion teacher, Duane 
Eichele, who had done 
projects like this in the 
past, but hadn’t for 
years.

Focus on African Mission
Eichele said that many of the 

students had seen the diocesan-
produced video about the African 
Mission in Kenya that was 
shown at parishes this spring. 
The students came to him with 
the idea to raise money for the 
mission’s water purifi cation 
project—a highlight of the video. 
The video featured a simple, 
inexpensive way to fi lter dirty 
water into much-needed clean 
drinking water using a fi ltration 
kit that can be purchased and 
donated to the African Mission 
and the surrounding community 
members. Eichele knew the time 
was right to “dust off ” an old 
idea and take advantage of the 
students’ enthusiasm for this 
specifi c humanitarian project.

Astonishingly, the 107 seventh 
graders turned their $10 into 
$10,860 to be donated to the 
African Mission for water fi ltration 
kits. The students presented the 
check to Bishop Kagan following 
the school Mass on May 9.

Creative money making
Student projects varied, 

showcasing the creativity that only 
a young mind on fi re for a cause 
can muster. They held bake sales 
and car washes. They walked dogs, 
picked up trash, mowed lawns, 
volunteered and babysat. They 
made and sold rosaries, prayer 
bracelets, paintings, origami, 
custom greeting cards, pillows, 
baked goods, salsa, lemonade, 
ice cream sundaes and root beer 

fl oats. You name it…they did it all 
in the name of charity.

Eichele was amazed at the 
creativity and enthusiasm. A 
couple girls made custom bracelets 
after taking orders and ended 
up making $510. Another team 
of girls making and delivering 
bakery orders garnered $710 for 
their eff orts. These are just two 
examples of the many endeavors.

“One student had tried three 
diff erent things and ran into 
obstacles each time,” Eichele 
explained. “But, he didn’t give 
up. He came to me and told me 
that he ended up picking up trash 
and made money doing it…He 
had stooped so low as to pick up 
trash. That’s a genuine lesson in 
humility.”

The teachers even got in on the 
action. Although none of them 
started with $10 like the students, 
many used their own “start up” 
money to contribute in diff erent 
ways. The students also received 
donations from family members 
and neighbors who found out 
about their eff orts.

“Never, in my wildest dreams, 
did I think they’d raise that much 
money. They just wouldn’t let it go 
and insisted we needed to do this 
for the Mission,” Eichele said as he 
refl ected on the little lessons and 
graces that come out of a project 
like this. “It was amazing to see 
how their lives were changed by 
changing the lives of others.” 

About more than money
From the beginning, the 

lesson was about much more 
than money. While there were 
hopes on increasing the money, 
the focus remained on what this 
parable could teach in terms of life 
lessons. What could the parable 
of the talents teach the students 
about creativity, success, humility, 
charity, wealth and equality?

While the students went to 
work thinking of ideas on how to 
increase their talents, the teachers 
at the Academy collaborated 
on how to incorporate the 
project across the seventh-
grade curriculum. For example, 
in religion class, the students 
discovered how to connect the 
social teachings of the Catholic 
Church with the parables of 
Jesus Christ. In science class, the 
students conducted water fi ltration 
experiments. In social studies, the 
students learned more about life 
in Kenya. In math, the students 
engaged in creating a fi nancial 
plan to track their money. English 
language arts helped the students 
create a journal in which they 
recorded all the steps, decisions 
and results of their project. Band, 
physical education, and even the 
school counselor was on board 
and engaged the students with this 
endeavor.

The parable lesson became 
a true team eff ort among the 
students and faculty. And, at about 
$60 per fi lter kit, amounted to 
more than 180 water fi lters for the 
diocesan African Mission and the 
people of Kenya.

The 107 seventh-grade students and faculty at St. Mary’s Academy 
in Bismarck raised $10,860 to be donated to the African Mission for 
water fi ltration kits. The students presented the check to Bishop Kagan 
following the school Mass on May 9.

Bishop Kagan accepts a check for $10,860 from representatives of the seventh grade 
class at St. Mary’s Academy. Students are (l-r): Henry Barry, Tevyn Friedt, Ethan Zich, 
Sommer Schweitzer and Harper Wilkens.

Utilizing their talents 

Staff  photos

Students’ creativity turns a big 
profi t for African Mission
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Nineteen priests were 
recognized this year at the 
Jubilarian Mass on May 7 for 
reaching considerable milestones 
in service.

Two pastors among them, Fr. 
John O’Leary now of Bismarck has 
been a diocesan priest for 65 years 
and Fr. Charlie Heidt of Garrison 
has completed 60 years.

Although long offi  cially retired, 
both still serve Catholics in 
western North Dakota, but at a 
more moderate pace.
Fr. O’Leary

O’Leary, 91, who still holds 
daily Mass at the St. Vincent’s 
nursing home in 
Bismarck, found 
playing a local 
role in Vatican 
II among the 
most meaningful 
experiences. “I 
said the Latin 
Mass for 10 
years. I felt 
people needed 
the English more. …It was needed 
to bring the people closer to God 
and raise their understanding,” 
he explained. “It made it far more 
relevant to the people,” Fr. O’Leary 
said.

Among the communities he 
was assigned were New England, 
Amidon, Gaylord, Berthold, Des 
Lacs, Dickinson, Center, Foxholm, 
Burlington, Fort Yates, Cannon 
Ball, Porcupine, Selfridge, Solen, 
New Town and Crown Butte. 
His career including teaching 
and tending to parishioners, 
depending upon his assignment.

Over the decades, O’Leary said 
his vocation as a priest represents 
great joy. “It has meant a great 
deal to me. I’ve been allowed to 
participate in the Lord’s work—
just by preaching, administering 
the sacraments, being available to 
the people.”

He said priests bring the 
message of God’s love into 
people’s lives in grief, losing family 
members in times of death, babies 
and weddings. “It’s a mixture of 
joys and sorrows. Every life has 
them.”

He added, “I just try to grow 
their faith. I try to make a point 
and explain the message of the 
Church, which is the message of 
Christ.”

The Minot native says his 
widowed mother did not hold him 
back from becoming a priest and 
was pleased with his decision after 
he was ordained in 1954.

“People with faith get through 
life. …. There are so many 
problems in life. I just try to 
help them with the faith life,” 
Fr. O ’Leary said. He repeatedly 
encouraged retreats to revitalize 
people’s faith.

O’Leary retired in 1998 after 
being an active priest for 44 years. 
He looks forward to his time 
with the seniors at the nursing 
home, where he provides Mass, 
communion and the sacraments. 
“It’s better than sitting in a chair 
all day,” he quips. “I’m glad I can 
do what I can.”

He added, “This life is like a 

minute in all eternity…. I just 
wanted to help the people 
grow in their faith.”

“He was an excellent 
teacher,” said fellow retired 
diocesan priest of 58 years, Fr. 
Cas Paluck. “He follows the 
liturgy books meticulously. 
He is quite spiritual and 
is devoted to the blessed 
sacrament. He keeps studying 
the faith.”

Father Paluck also describes 
O’Leary as humorous, enjoys his 
food, an avid news watcher and 
one who loves people.  “He has 
company several times a week,” he 
commented. 
Fr. Heidt

Heidt, 87, said he became a 
priest “by default,” but found the 
people in his parishes were true 
family.

The rural New 
England, N.D. 
native seriously 
pondered his life 
plan right before 
high school 
graduation and 
knew he wanted 
to serve others to 
be happy.

He mulled 
the professions of doctors, social 
workers and the priesthood. 
He knew the diocese could 
help fi nance his studies for the 
priesthood, but paused because 
he wanted a family of his own. His 
large farm family could not fi nance 
the other career options.

“The priesthood was the only 
way I could go into service,” he 
explained.

He struggled with the desire for 
a family throughout his seminary 
training, but followed through 
with his commitment and was 
ordained in 1959.

“It didn’t take long until the 
people of God in the parishes 
became my family,” Fr. Heidt said. 
“Maybe, that is why I was so close 
to them. I fell in love with the 
people and they fell in love with 
me.”

Among the communities he has 
served in the past six decades are 
Dickinson, New Leipzig, Bentley, 
Miner, Donnybrook, Tolley, 
Amidon, Gaylord, New England, 
Max, Butte, Douglas, Minot, 
Center, Washburn and Bismarck.
His work also included teaching.

He added that the most 
meaningful thing about being 
a priest is knowing you are 
transforming people’s lives 
during important moments like 
births, baptism, confi rmation, 
the sacrament of reconciliation, 
marriage, death and grief.

As a priest, Fr. Heidt said he 
began memorizing the Bible so 
he could proclaim it to his church 
family, not just read it. It became 
one of the most meaningful parts 
of his work.

“It takes on a whole diff erent 
meaning. God’s Word demands 
the best,” he said.

“My homily took on another 
depth of meaning. I questioned 
why things were said the way they 
were. So, they became a part of 
me.” Even now, Fr. Heidt tears 
up about the messages he gives 

during some homilies.
He recalled how a once sleepy 

parishioner told him how much his 
homilies moved him. “He said, ‘I 
felt the intensity of your voice and 
the emotion behind it, and I just 
sat up. I always listened to what 
you had to say.’” Father Heidt said 
that was the Holy Spirit.

An anonymous letter also 
enlightened him about how much 
his work meant.

A woman wrote she had 
planned every detail of her death, 
but decided to talk to Fr. Heidt 
on the way. He unknowingly 
intervened. The woman wrote, 
“When I left your presence, I 
couldn’t run home fast enough to 
tear up my suicide note that I had 
left for my mom and my dad. I 
want to thank you because now I 
have a wonderful husband and two 
wonderful children.”

He echoes Fr. O’Leary’s 
sentiment that Vatican II was a 
deeply moving time for the Church 
and for him. “It was an exciting 
time. It was grace-fi lled. We 
recognized new ways of bringing 
God’s love and compassion. It was 
bringing the Church to a Church of 
love.”

As an active priest, Fr. Heidt 
organized a Management By 
Objectives program for the 
diocese to be the model for local 

parishes for completing goals 
and projects. He helped give 
workshops for the diocese.

Father Heidt’s bond with 
parishes didn’t cease when he 
retired in the early 2000s at age 
71. He now also assists Fr. Basil 
Atwell with his duties in Garrison 
and helps fi ll in for other priests 
throughout the diocese.

“When I retired, … I said I 
wanted to help out when people 
were on sabbatical. Those are for 
three to four months… That would 
give me enough time to fall in love 
with the parishioners and they to 
fall in love with me.”

Father Heidt added, “I longed 
for a family, that in being a priest, 
I ended up having this family. 
There are people, to this day, that 
make me a part of their lives.”

“I think one of the best qualities 
is he gave it his all. He is a very 
busy person,” said fellow retired 
diocesan priest for 60 years, Fr. 
Jerry Kautzman. “We traveled 
together. He was very generous 
in giving me rides when I didn’t 
have a car when we went to 
school in Denver. In my early 
priesthood, he was one of the 
few friends I had. He was at St. 
Patrick’s in Dickinson and I was at 
St. Joseph’s. He was a good, loyal 
friend.”

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Nineteen priests were recognized for their ordination anniversaries at a Mass on May 7. 
Among those in attendance were: (front row, l-r) Fr. Jeff  Zwack, Bishop Kagan, Msgr. Jim 
Braaten and Fr. Russ Kovash; (middle row, l-r) Fr. Gary Benz, Fr. Charlie Heidt, Fr. Adam Maus, 
Fr. Dennis Schafer and Fr. Bill Cosgrove; (back row, l-r) Fr. Jerry Kautzman, Fr. Nick Schneider, 
Msgr. Joseph Senger, Fr. John O’Leary and Fr. Al Bitz.

2019 Jubilarians
65 Year Anniversary
Rev. Msgr. Joseph Senger
Rev. John O’Leary

60 Year Anniversary
Rev. Jerome Kautzman
Rev. Charles Heidt

50 Year Anniversary
Rev. Al Bitz

35 Year Anniversary
Rev. Jeffrey Zwack
Rev. Joseph Deichert

30 Year Anniversary
Rev. Msgr. James Braaten
Rev. Phillip Brown
Rev. David Morman
Rev. Dennis Schafer

25 Year Anniversary
Rev. Thomas
   Wordekemper, OSB

20 Year Anniversary
Rev. Gary Benz
Rev. William Cosgrove
Rev. Keith Streifel 

10 Year Anniversary
Rev. Joshua Ehli
Rev. Russell Kovash
Rev. Nick Schneider 

5 Year Anniversary
Rev. Adam Maus

God bless you
for your faithful 

ministry!

GGGGoooooooooooooooddddddddddddddddddddd bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbllllllllllllllleeeeeess yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyooooooooooooo
r yyyyyyyyyyyyyyyoooooooouuuuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrrrrrrrr  fffffffffffffffffaaaaaaaiiiiiitttttttttttttttttthf

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmiiiniiiiiisssssstrrrrrrrrrrrrrrryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy!

Father, Unworthy as I am, You have chosen me to share 
in the eternal priesthood of Christ and the ministry of your 
Church. May I be an ardent but gentle servant of your 
gospel and your sacraments.         - The Sacramentary

A priest forever
Clergy celebrate anniversaries

of the priesthood

Fr. John O’Leary

Fr. Charlie Heidt
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

What news would you guess 
someone received if they described 
their feelings using these words: 
devastated, trapped, alone, scared, 
embarrassed, ashamed.

You probably would not have 
guessed it was good news based 
on those words. The six women on 
the Post Abortive Ladies (PALS) 
panel used these words describing 
how they felt fi nding out they were 
pregnant.

The PALS off ered their 
perspective through two public 
presentations in Minot in April 
sponsored by the Dakota Hope 
Clinic. Each had walked through 
the doors of an abortion facility 
and ended the life of their unborn 
child. Their ages, backgrounds and 
circumstances all diff er, but what 
connects them is their journey of 
hurt, pain and grief to healing and 
hope.

This panel of North Dakota 
women speaks publicly to share 
their powerful message to those 
hurting from abortion as well 
as to educate and mobilize the 
Church and the public in response 
to the negative eff ects of abortion 
on individuals and society. 
They come before the public 
audience to weave their stories of 
a traumatic experience and off er 
hope in fi nding the redemption of 
forgiveness. They desire all those 
who hear them will leave with two 
things: being prepared to reach 
out to women facing an unplanned 
pregnancy and equipped to 
support someone who has been 
through an abortion.
Two women’s stories 

On this panel, six women 
off ering their story. Two 
highlighted here—Ruth and 
Jeanne—each grew up on farms 
in North Dakota, part of Catholic 
families and lived the faith starting 
from a young age.

Fargo residents, Ruth and 
Jeanne, and the four other 
women on the panel shared 
vastly diff erent circumstances 
surrounding their abortions. They 
have anguished with their decision 
some 20 years ago to kill their 
babies.

Ruth was as a senior in college 
in Minot and single mother of 
a one-year-old daughter. She 
grew up on a dairy farm in North 
Dakota in a “big Catholic family” 
being involved with the Church 
until she went off  to college. As 
soon as she saw her positive 
pregnancy test, she knew she 
couldn’t fi nancially support 
another child and didn’t want to 
further disappoint her parents. 

For most of the women on the 
panel, the baby did not represent 
joy like a pregnancy typically does, 
instead, it was a “problem” that 
needed to be gone. Each woman 
also described how people around 
them—trusted friends and fathers 
of their babies—encouraged them 
to choose themselves over their 
child and get rid of the problem 
that each woman, at the time, 
had determined to be a fi nancial 
burden, threat, embarrassment, 
intrusion, etc.

Jeanne was a 34-year-old 

married mom of two young 
children when she found out she 
was pregnant with her third child. 
Unlike some of the other women, 
the baby did represent joy, but 
she knew immediately that her 
husband would not want the baby. 
She realized she was pregnant 
early on and was told that she 
had to wait for 30 days until an 
abortion could be performed. So, 
she spent that time “praying for a 
way out” hoping for a miscarriage 
so the problem would go away on 
its own. But, she didn’t fi nd one 
and her husband wouldn’t accept 
any other option than abortion.
Clinic experience

One by one, each woman 
went on to describe how the 
appointment for the abortion was 
made and what they felt when they 
arrived at the clinic.

Like several on the PALS panel, 
both Ruth and Jeanne traveled 
to Fargo for their abortion. The 
clarity of their memories of 
this part of the journey varied 
greatly from vivid to vague. Some 
recalled passing by the pro-life 
advocates who prayed and kept 
vigil outside the clinic. For some 
of the women, the words shouted 
by the advocates—such as, “don’t 
kill your baby” and “you don’t 
have to do this”—seared into their 
memories.

Once inside the clinic, Ruth 
remembered fi lling out some 
paperwork and the nurse asked 
her why she was seeking the 
abortion, to which she bluntly 
replied, “I don’t want it.” She said 
she felt frozen and compelled to 
follow through with the procedure 
once she entered the clinic.

When Ruth used the word 
“frozen,” a few of the women on 
the panel nodded their head in 
agreement. Jeanne was one of 
them. “I wanted control in my life. 
I was going to march through this 
and gain some sort of control.” She 
recalled looking at her husband 
sitting with her in the clinic 
waiting room after they had driven 
all that way and spoke not a word. 
She was seeking a way out, but still 
couldn’t fi nd one.

Both North Dakota farm girls, 
Ruth and Jeanne said they felt 
like cattle because the nurse calls 
out a number in the clinic waiting 
room instead of a name when it’s 
your turn. “When they called out 
my number, I thought about the 
cows on the farm and how they are 
identifi ed by the number on the 
tag in their ear,” Ruth said.

Jeanne had the same feeling as 
cattle known by their numbers. 
“It’s dehumanizing, like farm 
animals. I was crying because I 
realized there was no way out.”

Ruth, too, was crying and 
shaking before the abortion 
procedure began. In a heart-
shattering moment, the doctor 
inquired why she was shaking 
asking what was wrong with her. 
She replied, “I can’t do this, I’m 
Catholic.” To which the doctor 
said shockingly, “It’s okay. I’m 
Catholic, too.”

Ruth said, at that point, she 
physically and mentally shut 
down. “I just kept thinking, I’m 
going to hell…I’m going to hell.”

The aftermath
Even though the 

abortion was over and 
their children are gone, the 
adjectives the women used 
to describe how they felt 
when they found out they 
were pregnant didn’t go 
away. They couldn’t undo 
it, and they describe that 
their personal hell was just 
beginning.

Ruth said there wasn’t 
enough alcohol in the 
world to numb the self-
hatred she experienced 
after her abortion. It 
was the beginning of 
a downward spiral of 
promiscuity and reckless 
behavior, brought on by 
guilt and self-loathing. “I 
thought that God would strike me 
down and he would punish me 
by allowing harm to my child,” 
she said referring to her one-
year-old daughter. Her reaction 
was to become an extremely 
overprotective mother which she 
is certain harmed her daughter’s 
development. “I was in a dark hole 
for 16 years,” she added.

Jeanne, too, entered a long, 
dark period after her abortion. 
She explained that she had put her 
kids to bed in the care of a trusted 
friend before her husband and 
she traveled to the clinic in Fargo. 
When they returned, she said, “My 
kids woke up to a diff erent mom.” 
Just like Ruth, she was terrifi ed 
that God would punish her for 
what she had done and something 
would happen to her children. “I 
lived with my secret for 17 years,” 
she admitted.

Though many post-abortive 
women experience self-loathing, 
shame, guilt and deep despair, 
many, like the women on the 
panel, also have suicidal thoughts. 
Even if there was a chance for 
forgiveness, they didn’t feel they 
deserved it.

In hopes of avoiding this same 
torture felt by post-abortive 
women, the PALS bring their eye-
opening message to the public 
as often as they can. “We share 
now to bring the good news of 
the Gospel and the healing and 
forgiveness to those in need of 
restoration,” the panel moderator 
and post-abortive woman said.

And, deeper, is an even greater 
desperate need to spare the 
life of unborn children at risk 
of abortion. They implored the 
audience to be the support and 
refuge for a woman who comes to 
them with news of an unplanned 
pregnancy. They urged everyone 
to encourage that woman to 
get an ultrasound to see the life 
inside her. There’s help available 
through life-affi  rming clinics 
such as Dakota Hope in Minot, 
Connect Medical in Dickinson and 
FirstChoice Women’s Care Center 
in Bismarck.
Coming to peace

Although it took many years, 
more than 20 for some on the 
panel, each woman dug herself 
out of that dark hole, but not 
without deep scars and a whole 
lot of self-sabotage when it came 
to marriages and relationships. 
They knew Satan, the father of lies, 
spoke to them before the abortion 
telling them that “it’s harmless” 
and now he was whispering to 
them, “it’s hopeless.” 

But, slowly and eventually, light 
entered each woman’s life. Each 
spoke of coming to peace with 
what they had done—exchanging 
pain for God’s peace.

The panel moderator said that 
many live in self-made prisons 
hating themselves for what they 
have done. She spoke of a deep 
and abiding sense of justice in 
our society that innocent people 
shouldn’t suff er and guilty people 
should be punished. “We know it. 

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

If abortion has your soul wandering due to a past abortion, give us a 
call and join us on the next Rachel’ Vineyard Retreat™.

For more information, contact the national offi  ce at 877-467-3463 
or www.rachelsvineyard.org. Or, contact Carol Kling for local retreat 

information at 605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com.

“Had I not gone on a retreat, I would still be a wandering soul 

without purpose.  Now I am on my new journey to peace and 

being fi lled with the Holy Spirit.”

- Testimony after a Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™

Exchanging pain for God’s peace
Post-abortive women share their stories

There’s life-affi rming help available.

Dakota Hope, Minot 
Call 701-852-4673 or 855-394-4673 or 

text 978-705-3421 dakotahope.org

Connect Medical, Dickinson 

Call 701-483-9353 or text 701-840-6280 

connectmedicalclinic.com

FirstChoice Women’s Care 
Center, Bismarck 

Call 701-751-4575

www.womenscarecenter.org/

locations/bismarck/

Unplanned pregnancy?

Continued on page 10
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

After five years, it’s time to say farewell to the 
three Sisters of Mary Immaculate of Guadalupe 
from Mexico who have spent five years 
evangelizing to the people of the diocese. 

The farewell gathering for the sisters will 
be held on Sunday, June 9 at the Church of St. 
Joseph in Williston. All are invited to Spanish 
Mass at 2 p.m. with a celebration to follow from 
3-5 p.m. 

Catholic Extension grant
In 2014, Catholic Extension identified 

Williston as mission territory, which led to them 
providing a five-year grant to bring the Sisters 

to the oil patch region in the fall of that year. 
After spending, several weeks at special training, 
which included lessons in the English language 
and culture, Sisters Brenda, Rosa and Azucena 
arrived back at St. Joseph parish in Williston in 
January 2015 and began their mission to reach 
the faithful. Their ministry didn’t stay contained 
to that area for long. They traveled all around 
the diocese reaching out wherever needed to the 
Hispanic communities. 

When they arrived, the sisters found that 
very few Hispanic families were attending Mass. 
In fact, they learned that very few even knew 
where the church was located or when services 
were scheduled. Over time, they established 
themselves as a conduit to bring the Hispanic 

community together.
They also served the 

Hispanic community that 
arrived to fill the workforce 
needs for the oil patch. To 
do this, they often had to 
meet the people where they 
were. This meant sometimes 
going outside the church 
walls to unexpected places to 
evangelize like the entrance 
of Wal-Mart, at Laundromats 
and even going door-to-door 
in neighborhoods and man 
camps.

Uniting a community
The sisters were not invited 

here to create a separate 
Hispanic community. In fact, 
it’s quite the opposite. It’s 
through connecting people 
of all cultures that they have 
used to measure their success 
by connecting the faithful, 
looking beyond the cultural 
and language barriers to 
celebrate as one Catholic 
community.

Sisters Brenda, Rosa and 
Floredh (who came in place 
of Sr. Azucena who left in 
August 2017) said their goal 
was simply to bring the faith 
to the Hispanic population of 
Western North Dakota. 

No matter the cultural or language barriers, 
the sisters say their focus was to signify 
God’s presence by becoming a “jack of all 
trades” to the parishes in communities they 
served. Their ministry focused mainly on the 
liturgical services, sacramental preparation, 
evangelization and leadership training. They 
covered different services like lectors, ushers, 
greeters, extraordinary ministries, choir for 
Mass. They taught religion and bible study and 
a women’s group every week in Williston and 
Dickinson, twice a month in Minot and Tioga, 
once a month in Watford City and Bismarck. 
They also held weekend retreats in Minot, 
Dickinson and Williston, as well as workshops 
and hosted guest speakers. They taught guitar 
lessons to children and prayed the rosary 
with the faithful. They were also certified as 
instructors of Natural Family Planning. 

The sisters also revived and fostered 
some Hispanic traditions such as Our Lady 
of Guadalupe celebration, Posadas 
at Christmas, Three King’s bread, 
Levantada del Niño (feast day of the 
presentation of the child Jesus at the 
temple), Living Stations of the Cross and 
crowning of the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Training future leaders
While the list of tasks and services 

the sisters accomplished while they 
were here is endless, they always knew 
their stay was temporary. That’s why 
they’ve spent a good amount of the last 
year training and preparing groups of 
lay people to continue their ministry 
after they depart. Essentially, all the 
evangelization carried out by the sisters 
has laid the groundwork for others to 
follow.

Sister Brenda is confident that the lay 
people in place are ready to continue 
the good work. “They have started 
teaching by themselves. I think they 
have the basic tools to serve and our 
big wish is to have them share their 
talents with the Church,” Sr. Brenda 
said. “We are working hard to get them 
more education opportunities through 
scholarships with Catholic Extension 
and Mexican American Catholic College. 
We hope that our leaders could get a 

degree in pastoral ministry.”
The sisters are most grateful for their time 

here in the Bismarck Diocese and can proudly 
reflect on what has been accomplished.

“I am so grateful to God, Catholic Extension 
and our lovely diocese for all the goodwill we 
have received during this 5 years,” Sr. Brenda 
said. “We have done everything possible to 
evangelize day by day. You can’t imagine how 
many adventures, stories, conversions, faith 
experiences, tears, success, fears, sadness, 
sufferings and hopes we have found in our 
Hispanic Ministry. That’s why we can say that 
God has been living, reigning and working hard 
in our diocese through our Hispanic Ministry. 
We have been broken bread to God’s people. Our 
religious communities are so blessed to take part 
in this beautiful faith adventure. I am convinced 
that our Hispanic ministry and our presence 
have had a big impact because we’ve reminded 
people of God’s presence in their lives.”

We are forever grateful
Our three wonderful sisters have made a 

huge impact in our parish and especially among 
our Hispanic families. They have been warmly 
accepted from the start. Our people have been 
slowly growing in their faith and devotion under the guiding efforts 
with the bible studies, retreats and other opportunities the sisters 
have offered. This past year has produced the biggest results with the 
extra efforts the three sisters have put in so as to prepare our people 
to continue opportunities for spiritual growth with home-grown 
leadership. The sisters have been empowering the laity to assume 
their rightful place in the Church through training and education. It is 
obvious that self-con�dence in our local people has been growing 
especially in the more recent months. The sisters not only offered 
great ministry here in the diocese but have now prepared for their 
departure by ensuring that what they have so nicely started will 
continue after they return to Mexico. I am ever so grateful for all the 
hard work and dedication of Sisters Brenda, Rosa and Floredh. Their 
sacri�ces will surely continue to bear great fruit for the Kingdom here 
in our diocese for years to come.

Church of Our Lady of Grace, 
Minot

Fr. Bruce Krebs 

Impact has been enormous
The impact of having our Mexican sisters in 

our diocese for the last �ve years has been 
enormous. They have reached people that we, 
as pastors, simply would not have reached. The 
Church is missionary by her very nature and the 
sisters have responded beautifully to this call to 
be missionaries. I don’t think we can fully realize what a great sacri�ce it 
has been for them to be away from their own religious order, away from 
their country and away from family and friends, to learn a new language 
and culture, and to persevere through harsh North Dakota winters. 
They have brought Jesus to a multitude of people through sacramental 
preparation and the reception of those sacraments, and through their 
efforts of evangelizing and catechesis. They have been humble disciples 
of Jesus and people have encountered Jesus through them. As well, they 
have inspired and trained many others to be more faithful disciples of 
Jesus and to carry on the beautiful work they have started. While they 
will be deeply missed, we are convinced that God will continue to use 
them as beautiful instruments in His plan of salvation. All of their training, 
schooling, and experiences during their time here will now be brought 
back to their religious community and their country and I am sure it will 
produce great fruit there as well. 

Church of St. Joseph, 
Williston

Fr. Russ Kovash 

They communicated God’s love
It was a real joy to have the sisters’ presence 

here in the Western part of the state because 
there are so few religious sisters in this area. 
Their joy and love for Jesus was infectious to 
anyone who met them. They communicated 
God’s love in a way that very few could. I am grateful for their time 
with us. The sisters were a great help for me personally in that they 
were able to reach the many Hispanic parishioners here at St. Thomas 
who have dif�culty with the English language. They always drew a 
good number of adults to their classes and their teaching led many 
back to Mass here on Sundays. They were such a blessing to those 
who were hungering for the faith, but were being neglected because 
of the language barrier. The sisters will be sorely missed. They have 
been very generous with their time, and are now taking the time to 
teach a couple of my parishioners how to catechize the faith to their 
peers in the future when they are gone.

Churches of St. Thomas, Tioga,
St. Michael, Ray, and St. James, 
Powers Lake

Fr. Corey Nelson

A lightning rod for the Hispanic 
community 

The sisters have been a lightning rod for 
the Hispanic community, calling the people 
together to meet, receive and celebrate the 
power of the Gospel. Because they know the language, the 
culture, and the expressions of faith of the people (and how 
to play with the kids), they are able to communicate to the 
heart of our people. They have helped to connect people to 
their Catholic faith, to the Church and to this parish. I really 
appreciate all the work they have been able to do in preparing 
children for the sacraments. They have worked very hard to 
help raise the basic understanding of the faith. But, from that, 
they have especially begun to train leaders, and to point out 
the gifts and the leaders already present in the community.

Church of St. Joseph, 
Dickinson

Fr. Keith Streifel 

Mexican sisters depart diocese after �ve years of service

Photos courtesy of Catholic Extension 
The three sisters from Mexico were often found surrounded by children as they ministered to the people of Western 
North Dakota.

Sr. Brenda was among the sisters who spent �ve years in the diocese.

Sr. Rosa, with the help of her fellow sisters, accomplished many 
great things for the Hispanic population in the diocese.

Farewell and thank you



10 | Dakota Catholic Action JUNE 2019

The book cover of Patti 
Maguire Armstrong’s 
new book asks, “Are 
you looking for a more 
practical way to live your 
faith in the midst of a busy 
life?”

Most of us would 
answer a resounding, 
“Yes!”

The Bismarck author’s 
book, “Holy Hacks: 
Everyday Ways to Live Your Faith & Get to 
Heaven,” is an easy read with about 500 simple 
and sensible ways to grow in holiness. In this 
busy world, it’s common to occasionally neglect 
our faith life. This handy book won’t let you do 
that—at least for very long, anyway!

Bishop Kagan off ered his thoughts, “This 
little book is a great read for anyone seeking 
to live better our beautiful Catholic faith. It is 
equally good for personal use or in a Catholic 
prayer or study group setting. Holy Hacks will 
defi nitely challenge you.”

But, it’s a challenge you won’t dread. No 
need to add another thing to your “to-do” list. 
The 10-chapters off er functional and doable 
tasks to add to your life when the moment 
presents itself such as having short, memorized 
prayers ready when you’re waiting in line, in 
traffi  c or for the microwave to fi nish. The book 
also reminds us of life lessons that tend to get 

forgotten such as forgiveness (both giving and 
asking for), compassion and counting your 
blessings.

In the book’s introduction, Patti explains the 
inspiration for her book—her father—and his 
quiet, unassuming, rock-solid Catholic faith. 
She also writes that the “holy hacks” idea was 
born from the wildly popular life hacks trend of 
simple strategies to manage or enrich life and 
daily activities in a more effi  cient way.

Karl Keating, prominent Catholic apologist, 
author and founder and former president of 
Catholic Answers, off ered a review of Patti’s 
book on Amazon.com.

He wrote, “This at once is a delightful and 
a practical book. Each of its ten chapters gives 
down-to-earth advice about how to sharpen 
your spiritual life and your relationships with 
others, from improving your evangelization 
eff orts to being less of a boor on social media 
(two things that ought to go hand in hand, of 
course).

I found two chapters particularly useful to 
me. (I won’t say which ones, not wanting to 
advertise my problem areas!)

The hacks are terse--usually only a sentence 
or two--but, having been inspired by the best 
spiritual writings of the past and good ol’ 
common sense, they pack a punch. Most of 
them are easy to do, taking almost no eff ort 
and no time.

They’re things you know you already 

should be doing and should have been doing all 
along. Patti Maguire Armstrong provides the 
nudge you need to get back on track.”

Patti’s book is available online at 
AveMariaPress.com and locally at Mayo 
Pharmacy and the Rainbow Shop - Parable 
Christian Store in Bismarck.

—Staff  report

We murdered our child. We’re 
culpable,” she said as each 
woman on the panel nodded 
their head in somber agreement.

Even though society doesn’t 
punish them, they do it to 
themselves. After 17 years, 
Jeanne was ready to release her 
guilt by telling her secret. Her 
husband continued his career 
as a doctor and her job as a 
mother was ending as her grown 
children went off  to college. She 
decided to enroll in college, too. 
It was there that she confi ded in 
a friend about her abortion. That 
friend off ered much-needed 
support and immediately called 
a priest she knew to off er what 
Jeanne needed to cope.

One by one, each woman 
shared how she found peace 
through a deeper understanding 
of what Jesus did for our sins. 

Ruth consulted with her 
brother who is a priest. Asking 
for “a friend,” of course, she 
wondered how someone who 
had an abortion could begin 
to return to the Church. He 
recommended a Rachel’s 
Vineyard retreat, a post-abortive 
support system off ered to 
help women recover from the 
trauma of abortion. She found 
that weekend retreat to be very 
benefi cial in her realization that 
Jesus died for our sins, including 
her sin of abortion. 

The love a mother has for 
her child—even one who died 
unjustly—is beautiful. It speaks 
to the heart of God’s love for all 
of us.

“Instead of going to hell,” 
Ruth said after deep refl ection 
on what she had done to her 
unborn baby, “I kept thinking 
that I just want to go to heaven 
and meet my child.”

Women share 
their stories
Continued from page 7

Holy hacks
Local author’s new book off ers tips to grow your faith

Patti Maguire Armstrong’s
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�  Camp ReCreation needs volunteers 
Camp ReCreation, a summer camp dedicated 
to people with intellectual and development 
disabilities, needs volunteers. Make a diff erence by 
sharing your time, talent or treasure at camp this 
summer. Counselors, teachers, task force, cooks, 
nurses, entertainers, etc. are needed for camp dates 
of June 9-13 and June 16-21 in Richardton. For more 
information, visit www.camprecreationnd.com.

� Farewell for Mexican sisters June 9
The farewell gathering for the sisters will be held 
on Sunday, June 9 at the Church of St. Joseph in 
Williston. All are invited to a Spanish Mass at 2 p.m. 
with a celebration to follow from 3-5 p.m. The public 
is invited to attend to show gratitude for the work of 
the sisters in our parishes, communities and diocese.

� Max’s Mission dinner June 19
Couples who have experienced pregnancy or 
infant loss are invited to the Max’s Mission dinner 
on Wednesday, June 19 at the Bismarck Municipal 
Country Club. Dinner is free, but registration is 
required at bismarckdiocese.com/mmdinner. Social 
begins at 5:30 p.m. At 6 p.m., there will be a blessing 
with opening prayer followed by supper. The guest 
speaker begins at 6:45 p.m. Max’s Mission was 
created to comfort those who have lost a child due 
to miscarriage, still birth or infant death. 

� Foundation golf tournament June 24
The 5th Annual Seminarian Scholarship Golf 
Tournament hosted by the Catholic Foundation of 
the Bismarck Diocese will be held Monday, June 24 
at the Prairie West Golf Course in Mandan. Check in 
and lunch begins at noon with a shotgun start at 
1 p.m. A steak dinner will be served following the 
tournament. There will be four major hole-in-one 
prizes, as well as a gun raffl  e, other hole prizes and 
door prizes. Off ered, once again, will be Bishop 
Kagan’s scholarship for Catholic education raffl  e for 
$1,000 toward K-12 tuition at any of the diocesan 
Catholic schools. Register online by June 21 at 
catholicfoundationdob.com/golf2019 or call Matt at 
701-204-7206.

� HOTR golf scramble June 30
The Dakota Scramble for Home On The Range 
(HOTR) will be on Sunday, June 30 at Bully Pulpit 
Golf Course in Medora. HOTR is a licensed resident 
care facility for teenage youth in western North 
Dakota under the auspices of the Diocese of 
Bismarck. All proceeds from the tournament will 
benefi t the HOTR spiritual program. Registration 
begins at 8 a.m. (mountain time) with a shotgun 
start at 10 a.m. Prizes will be awarded on every hole. 
Fee is $400 for a team of four golfers. This includes 
golf and cart, pin prizes, hole and team prizes and 
dinner. Hole and prize sponsors are also welcome. 
Register by June 14 by contacting Josh Helvik at 

joshh@hotrnd.com or go to the HOTR website at 
www.hotrnd.com/category/news-events for details.

� Town and Country Celebration July 7
Everyone’s invited to the annual Town and Country 
Celebration on Sunday, July 7. This year’s event 
will diff er from the typical farm setting and be 
held at the Nesset Consulting Corporate Offi  ce in 
Tioga. The day will begin with a blessing of land 
and equipment at 11:30 a.m. with Mass following 
celebrated by Bishop Kagan. All are invited to lunch 
after Mass. The event is hosted by Kathleen Neset, 
along with Fr. Corey Nelson and the parishioners of 
the Churches of St. Thomas the Apostle in Tioga, St. 
Michael in Ray and St. James in Powers Lake. The 
Neset offi  ce is located at 6844 State Hwy 40 in Tioga. 

� Big Smoke BBQ cook off  July 8 
The Serra Club of North Central North Dakota will 
once again present the Big Smoke BBQ cook off  
on Monday, July 8 at St. John the Apostle Church, 
Minot. The event features the cooking talents of 
priests and deacons from across the diocese. The 
public is invited to enjoy food, fun, games and silent 
auction. 

� Our Lady of Grace 60th Jubilee Aug. 14
A Mass will be celebrated by Bishop Kagan at 
5 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 14 at Our Lady of Grace 
in Minot in celebration of their 60th jubilee. A 
supper and program will follow at the Knights of 
Columbus clubrooms in north Minot. A limited 
number of meal tickets are available through the 
parish offi  ce for $12 each. For inquiries, call 
852-3002.

� Marriage retreat Aug. 16-18 
The diocese is sponsoring a marriage retreat titled 
“Marriage as Moral Healing and Joyful Giving” on 
Aug. 16-18 at Richardton Abbey. Guest speaker 
is Deacon James Keating, Ph.D., is the director 
of Theological Formation at the Institute for 
Priestly Formation, Omaha, and the director of 
the Permanent Diaconate Program for the Omaha 
Archdiocese. He is married to Marianne for 31 years 
and has four children. He is the author of 15 books 
including, “Spousal Prayer” and “The Heart of the 
Diaconate.” Cost is $200 per couple. Register to 
attend at bismarckdiocese.com/marriageretreat. 
For more information, contact Tara at the Offi  ce 
of Family Ministry at 701-204-7209 or tbrooke@
bismarckdiocese.com.

� Latin Mass 
The Extraordinary Form of the Mass, sometimes 
referred to as the traditional Latin Mass, is off ered 
at Christ the King in Mandan every fourth Sunday 
of the month at 11:30 a.m. and on the fi rst Friday of 
each month at the Church of St. Joseph in Killdeer at 
7:30 a.m. mountain time. All are welcome to attend.

� Rosary for the unborn every Monday
Come pray the rosary for the unborn at Spirit of Life 
in Mandan every Monday from 5 to 6:20 p.m. All 15 
decades are prayed, stay for all or as much as you 
able. All are welcome.

� Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a 
private weekend away from the distractions of 
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available weekend in this 
area is Nov. 15-17 in Medora and March 6-8, 2020 in 
Fargo. Early registration is highly recommended. For 
more information, visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob 
and Angie at 701-347-1998.

� THIRST conference Oct. 25-27
Join us October 25-27 at the Bismarck Event Center 
for THIRST 2019. This exciting and free event has 
something for all ages and backgrounds. Featured 
guests include: Archbishop Allen Vigneron, 
Archbishop of Detroit; Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, 
known as the “Dynamic Deacon;” Curtis Martin, 
founder and CEO of the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students (FOCUS). Still more include: Fr. 
Leo Patalinghug, Dr. Edward Sri, Kendra Tierney of 
“Catholic All Year,” Amanda Zurface, from Covenant 
Eyes, an anti-pornography program, and others. Cat.
Chat is also returning for children’s entertainment. 
Go to the diocesan website at bismarckdiocese.
com/thirst2019 for details. General questions can be 
directed to Christie Collins, THIRST Coordinator, 701-
595-0564. 

� Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe June of 2020
The Church of St. Therese, the Little Flower, in Minot 
is hosting a pilgrimage to Eastern Europe including 
attendance at the Passion Play. A limited number 
of spots are available for this 11-day trip visiting 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Austria and 
Germany including the cities of Prague, Budapest, 
Vienna, Munich and Oberrammergau, the site of the 
Passion Play. Dates for the trip are June 17 - 27, 2020 
with departures from both Minot and Bismarck (min. 
14 people needed for each gateway). Due to limited 
availability of the tickets to the Passion Play, which 
is held only every 10 years, spots on the trip are fi rst 
come, fi rst served and require receipt of registration 
and down payment of $800 per person. The total 
cost of the trip including airfare, accommodations, 
fi rst class tickets to the Passion Play, most meals, 
taxes and surcharges is $4,899. Fr. Fred Harvey will 
serve as our spiritual director for the pilgrimage. 
Contact Linda at the Little Flower Parish offi  ce at 
838-1520 or by email LittleFlowerFinance@srt.
com as soon as possible for more information or to 
register.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Town and Country
Celebration

July 7, 2019
Tioga, ND

Address of event:
6844 State Hwy 40, Tioga, ND 58852 Blessing of land and equipment will begin

at 11:30 a.m. followed by Mass with Bishop Kagan. 
A free lunch will follow.Register online at

bismarckdiocese.com/TandC
or call 701-204-7185.
Registration requested for an accurate meal count.

Come join the fun and bring what you
need for an enjoyable day outside.

Hosted by Kathleen Neset, along with
Fr. Corey Nelson and the parishes of

St. Thomas the Apostle, Tioga,
St. Michael’s, Ray and

St. James, Powers Lake.
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A few years back, I gave a talk entitled 
“Thinking Through the Transgender Question” 
at a local parish. In the audience were several 
individuals supporting the transgender 
movement. During the question-and-answer 
session, one of them, a young woman, raised 
this diffi  culty: “If someone wants to transition, 
how does that hurt anybody else? If my friend 
wants to be transgender, how would that harm 
any of us?” 

Behind this line of argument, fi rst, is the 
widely-held notion that each of us is an isolated 
unit and our private choices don’t aff ect others. 
Yet the old adage that no man is an island rings 
perennially true. Grave harms to others, in 
fact, follow in the wake of the radical personal 
decision to “switch genders.”

I recently spent some time with a husband 
and wife who had a son struggling with 
depression and schizophrenia and who was 
convinced he was a woman. They shared with 
me how their son no longer spoke to any of 
his siblings or relatives, shutting everyone 
out of his life. He moved away to link up with 
the transgender community at his college for 
support, and his parents summed up his new 
way of thinking as the detonation of a bomb 
that had ravaged the whole family.

That kind of devastation has been 
thoroughly catalogued by those who have 
gone all the way through the process of 
transitioning, and years or decades later come 
to regret it. 

Walt Heyer is one such individual who 
turned to hormones and surgeries to try to take 
on the appearance of a woman. Many years 
later, he “detransitioned,” and started writing 
and speaking about his experiences. He has 
summarized the painful eff ects of his choices 
on those around him in several of his essays.

“Being transgender required destroying the 
identity of Walt so my female persona, Laura, 
would feel unshackled from Walt’s past, with 
all of its hurt, shame, and abuse,” he wrote. 
“It’s a marvelous distraction for a while, but it 
isn’t a permanent solution when the underlying 
issues remain unaddressed. Gender change is 
at its heart a self-destructive act. Transgenders 
not only annihilate their birth identity, they 
destroy everyone and everything in their wake: 
family, wife, children, brothers or sisters, and 
career.”

Walt had been married for many years, but 
after transitioning, he and his wife divorced. 
Communication with his children ceased. 
He was fi red from his well-paying job as an 
engineer, and became practically destitute. 
Virtually all the signifi cant relationships in his 
life were damaged, some irretrievably.

In his essay, Walt follows the trail of 
breadcrumbs in his own life to its logical 
conclusion.

“It occurred to me after much self-refl ection 
that asking a surgeon to modify my appearance 
through a series of cosmetic procedures was 
simply a socially acceptable means of self-
mutilation and self-destruction,” he stated. 
“Taken to the extreme, self-destruction leads to 
suicide.”

Follow-up studies of those who undergo 
sex-change operations have shown that they 
experienced highly elevated suicide rates, 
even many years post-surgery, revealing 
yet another of the grave harms associated 
with transitioning that brings untold 
heartache to family and friends, relatives and 
acquaintances.

Beyond wreaking havoc in the life of patients 
and those around them, other damaging 
societal consequences arise in the wake of 
transitioning. 

In a recent article in Public Discourse, 
Dr. Monique Robles, a pediatric critical care 
specialist, stresses how schools and institutions 
of higher learning are now “enforcing the use 
of preferred gender pronouns and opening 
bathrooms and sports teams to students of 
the opposite biological sex. Educators who 
refuse to comply are losing their jobs. Parents 
who do not agree with the trans-affi  rmative 
approach for their gender dysphoric children 
are faced with legal consequences. In the 
sports arena, biological males identifying as 

transgender are competing in women’s events 
with an unfair biological advantage. Biological 
females who claim to be male are allowed the 
unfair advantage of competing while taking 
testosterone, which is considered ‘doping’ in 
any other circumstance.”

Coming to the conclusion that “no one gets 
hurt” whenever someone transitions is simply 
naïve, contradicted by the facts on the ground 
and by the tortuous lives of those pursuing this 
misguided “solution” to their gender confusion. 
They, along with their families and broader 
society, clearly deserve better. 

Instead of propping up a fi ctitious 
and harmful understanding of human 
masculinity and femininity, we owe it to those 
struggling with gender dysphoria to address 
compassionately their underlying mental 
health concerns. Through evidence-based 
therapies, including appropriate psychiatric 
and interpersonal outreach and counseling, 
we hope to bring healing, preserve family 
unity, and help sustain important, lifelong 
friendships.

That’s what those struggling with their 
gender dysphoria deserve and all those who 
love them desire.

�    Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck.  See www.
ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

Nobody gets hurt?

Heidi Indahl is an speaker, author, teacher, and most importantly- mama! She 
and her husband live on 8 acres in Southeastern Minnesota, where they manage 
a small menagerie of species (both plant and animal).  

She is an education author, curriculum designer, and homeschooling mom. An 
advocate of making informed choices as parents and intentionally building an 
authentic culture of family, Heidi can be found regularly blogging for Peanut 
Butter & Grace, in addition to her work at Work and Play, Day by Day.

In addition to seven living children, she and her husband are also the proud 
parents of three miscarried babies, their stillborn daughter, Kenna, and Siena, 
who passed away shortly after birth. Through continuing to write about both the 
trials and joys of pregnancy and infant loss long past when others may consider 
it socially acceptable, Heidi hopes to support other women in understanding that 
life after loss is not merely about surviving but thriving.
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PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to 

the health and protection of our children, young 
people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of 
healing the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse 
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone 
who has suff ered from this abuse to please come 
forward and let us know. To report allegations 
of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, 
Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 
or 1.877.405.7435. The complaint form and policies 
can be found on the diocesan web site at http://
www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, 

staff , whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers 
are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a 
clear and unambiguous defi nition of appropriate 
behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is 
defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides 
a foundation for implementing eff ective and 
enforceable standards for all personnel. View the 
Code of Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.
com.
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The 66th regular session of the 
North Dakota Legislative Assembly 
ended on April 26. Here is a look 
at some of the session’s highlights, 
lowlights, and little-knowns, 
touching issues of concern to the 
Catholic Church. In no particular 
order, the legislature:

• Required abortionists to 
inform women that a drug abortion 
might be reversible. 

• Fell short of protecting free 
speech and religious rights of 
students at the state colleges.

• Defeated several attempts to 
allow guns in churches and schools 
without the church or school’s 
permission.

• Expanded and improved the 
state’s safe haven law to protect 
abandoned infants.

• Put a hold on a plan to 
move female inmates from New 
England to Bismarck, move 
male inmates from Bismarck 
to buildings used by the state 
hospital in Jamestown, and build 
a new state hospital. Lawmakers 
immediately questioned the 
plan and administration offi  cials 
complicated matters by dropping 
the plan for a new state hospital 
early in the session.

• Repealed the state’s long-
standing Sunday morning law that 
provided families and communities 
rest and recreation.

• Passed several laws impacting 
local control, including prohibiting 
local minimum wage laws, gun 
buy-back programs, and bans 
on plastic bags. Lawmakers also 
removed some of the ability of local 
governments to zone for animal 
feeding operations.

• Created a task force on the 
prevention of sexual abuse of 
children.

• Directed the Human 
Traffi  cking Commission to 
develop a training program to help 
hotel operators identify human 
traffi  cking victims.

• Gave nonpublic schools a rare 
victory by expanding the tax credit 
for contributions to nonpublic 
schools and universities.

• Expanded Medicaid coverage 
for pregnant women and their 
unborn children.

• Began implementation of 
the new constitutional ethics 
provisions in a manner that 
protects the contributors and 
members of churches and charities.

• Passed a ban on 
dismemberment abortions that 
will go into eff ect when either the 
Eighth Circuit or the Supreme 
Court allows enforcement.

• Made female genital mutilation 
reportable and punishable as child 
abuse.

• Ensured that a caregiver 
cannot deny visitation by a close 
family member or clergy.

• Urged Congress to pass a 
ban on abortions after 20 weeks 
gestation.

• Rejected several attempts to 
expand gambling, including sports 
betting and the use of “historic 
horse racing” machines.

• Defeated two bills to give 
special legal protection to “sexual 

orientation” and “transgender” 
expression.

• Increased funding for the 
corporate guardianship program 
provided by Catholic Charities 
North Dakota. The service helps 
intellectually disabled individuals 
live and work in the community.

• Refused to study school choice 
programs during the interim.

• Defeated legislation to allow 
the use of deadly force to defend 
property and when its use is not 
necessary to protect life.

• Failed to allow law 
enforcement to remove fi rearms 
from an individual determined 
to be endanger of harming self or 
others.

• Restored funding for homeless 
shelter grants that was reduced in 
the 2017 session.

• Increased funding for 
programs that support victims of 
human traffi  cking.

• Added more funding than 
the Governor proposed for the 
alternatives to abortion program.

• Approved several new 
initiatives and expanded others 
to help individuals with mental 
illnesses.

• Increased funding for 
guardianship services provided 
through counties.

• Revised the home education 
statute so that parents do not need 
to directly supervise at all times.

• Rejected a proposal to remove 
almost all state oversight of 
education.

• Soundly defeated a bill to 
mandate Bible education in all 
schools, including private schools.

• Prevented government 
employers from automatically 
refusing an applicant who has a 
criminal record.

• Required life insurers to 
disclose if a policy has a waiting 
period that would not cover 
newborns.

• Rejected an eff ort by police 
and fi refi ghters to obtain collective 
bargaining rights.

• Turned down a resolution 
that sought to clarify that the time 
for adoption of the Equal Rights 
Amendment has passed.

• Defeated legislation mandating 
that health insurance policies cover 
a variety of “infertility treatments,” 
some of which the church considers 
unethical.

• Allowed public and 
nonpublic schools to have armed 
fi rst responders in limited 
circumstances.

• Expanded the farm ownership 
law to allow second cousins to have 
ownership in a family farm.

• Transferred the Tompkins 
Rehabilitation program and the its 
building from the Department of 
Human Services to the Department 
of Corrections. The successful 
program treats soon-to-be-released 
inmates with substance abuse 
issues. The state hospital will retain 
some beds at another location.

• Allowed a court to terminate 
the parental rights of someone 
convicted of a rape that resulted in 
the child’s conception.

• Passed a major overhaul in the 
delivery of social services at the 
local level, moving from a county-
based system to human service 
zones.

�   Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in mat-
ters of public policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

The 66th regular session of the North Dakota 
Legislative Assembly ends

Seminarian Scholarship

June 24

5th
Annual

Prairie West Golf Course, Mandan
Check-in and lunch Noon-1 p.m. Shotgun start at 1 p.m. Steak dinner to follow.

For more information and to register go to
catholicfoundationdob.com/golf2019

or call Matt at 701-204-7206.

2nd Annual
Bishop Kagan Scholarship

worth $1000 toward K-12 tuition at any
of the Diocese of Bismarck Catholic Schools.

Hosted
by the

CatholicFoundation

Four major hole-in-one prizes:
Grand Prize is a

Polaris Ranger (valued at $15k),
Set of Calloway Irons, 50 in. 4K TV, 

$500 Visa Gift Card

There will also be a

and door prizes

The Polaris Ranger at the 2018 golf tournament 
and seminarians  John Windsor and Paul Gardner
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Time is the one phenomenon 
humans cannot change or alter. 
Time is the infi nite sequence of 
events and progression of life.

Time management is one of 
the biggest single challenges of 
life because God is the keeper of 
the watch. Within life—and on 
the farms and ranches—there is 
no shortage of tasks that need 
to be completed. Time demands 
are immense and vary with the 
seasons.In fact, sunrise to sunset 
(daylight to darkness) is the 
refrain. That mantra, especially 
during the planting, growing and 
harvesting seasons, translates into 
16-hour workdays, or burning the 
candle on both ends.

I have been guilty of all these 
things not because I have to, but 
because I choose to be involved in 

production agriculture. And, in the 
same way, spiritual development 
is a choice. 

How is my spiritual 
development proceeding? With 
the rush of the season and the 
demands on time, I contemplated 
that question throughout the 
spring season. I am in transition, 
slowing down. I recalled and 
reminded myself of the beginning 
of chapter 3 of the book of 
Ecclesiastes. Basically, there is a 
“time” for everything.

I refl ected about how well I use 
my time. My time is leased from 
God and, within the rural segment, 
there are events that require 
waiting: fi lling a fuel tank, fi lling a 
drill, waiting for tire cement to set 
up, etc. “Allow to dry fi ve minutes; 
wait 20 seconds, 15 seconds, 10 

seconds and then proceed,” might 
be directions to complete a task 
properly. 

What do I do with my time 
when waiting? One way is prayer, 
extemporaneous thoughts of 
thanksgiving or petitions for 
assistance. How do I measure the 
length of the prayer? 

I especially thought of the 
rosary, so, I pulled out my phone 
and opened the stop watch. How 
long does it take to say an “Our 
Father?” (19.55 seconds) How long 
does it take to say a “Hail Mary?” 
(12.59 seconds). How long does 
it take to say a “Glory Be?” (8.87 
seconds).  

I wasn’t rushing, just saying or 
thinking the words and listening 
to them, pondering and absorbing 
their meaning. In the end, the time 

was fi lled, 
the task completed and hopefully 
I had used my time in a way that 
pleased God. 

The world is a busy place and 
time demands are immense. 
There is always something to do, 
something to repair, a task that 
needs to be completed, a place that 
needs to by tidied up.

While God waits patiently, why 
do I make God the last stop? I 
need to be more attentive. Care to 
join me?
� Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, 
on the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Why make God the last stop?

l d d h f ll

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS 
SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND THOSE IN 

FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS
An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

June 1  Rev. Patrick Cunningham
June 2  Deacon Joe Krupinsky
June 3  Rev. Terrence Kardong, 

OSB+
June 4  Sr. Claire Schmitt, OSB
June 5  Sr. Carol Axtmann, OSB
June 6  All Lay Ministers
June 7  Sisters Ministering at 

Fort Yates
June 8  Rev. Joseph Deichert
June 9  All Religious in 

Formation
June 10 Br. Samuel Larson, SDS
June 11 Rev. James Kilzer, OSB
June 12 Seminarian Grant Dvorak
June 13 Sr. Eleanor Stockert, OSB
June 14 Sr. Annella Gardner, OSB
June 15 Sisters Ministering in 

Williston

June 16 Rev. Jordan Dosch
June 17 Deacon Tom Magnuson
June 18 Br. Herman Kim, OSB
June 19 Seminarian Jake 

Magnuson
June 20 Sr. Hildegarde Urlacher, 

OSB
June 21 Sisters Ministering in 

Hague
June 22 All Seminarians
June 23 Rev. Paul Eberle
June 24 Deacon Mike Marback
June 25 Br. Llewellyn Kouba, OSB
June 26 Sr. Hannah Vanorny, 

OSB
June 27 Sr. Patti Koehler, OSB
June 28 Rev. Leonard Eckroth
June 29 Liturgical Ministers
June 30 Sr. Monica Thome, OSB

Caritas Award
Corrine Iron Shield-Many Horses, long-time Fort Yates resident, 

was presented with the North Dakota Catholic Charities Caritas 
Award for service to the community on May 14 at Spirit of Life in 
Mandan. The word “caritas” is the Latin term for the virtue of charity. 
Bishop Kagan presented the award to Iron Shield at the luncheon 
on behalf of ND Catholic Charities. She was joined by her husband, 
Kenny, and other family members. Pictured are Fr. Antony Biju, 
parochial vicar in Fort Yates; Fr. Basil Atwell, former pastor in Fort 
Yates (now in Garrison, Max and White Shield); Msgr. Chad Gion, 
pastor at Fort Yates; Corrine Iron Shield; her husband, Kenny Many 
Horses; Dianne Nechiporenko, executive director of ND Catholic 
Charities.

Pastoral visit to
CHI St. Alexius Health

Bishop Kagan made his annual pastoral visit to CHI St. Alexius 
Health on May 16 hosted by the Sisters of the Annunciation 
Monastery and the CHI administration and staff . Bishop Kagan 
celebrated Mass along with Fr. Robert Shea, the diocesan ethicist 
for health care. He was welcomed by Sr. Nicole Kunze, prioress of 
Annunciation Monastery.

Staff  photos

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for June & July

Evangelization:
That priests, through the modesty and humility 
of their lives, commit
themselves actively to a solidarity with those 
who are most poor.
Universal:
That those who administer justice may work with 
integrity, and that the injustice which prevails in 
the world may not have the last word.
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As Mother’s Day has recently 
passed, I have done a lot of 
refl ecting on the joys, excitement, 
and sorrows of being a mother. 
When I became a mother, I 
realized that my heart could love 
more than I ever knew possible. I 
also quickly realized that I would 
worry, lose sleep and cry more 
than I ever had in the past.

After having three healthy 
pregnancies, I went on to miscarry 
two babies within three months.  
The pain of knowing I had lost a 
baby was something I had a very 
diffi  cult time explaining to even 
my closest friends and family. I 
suff ered in silence. My heart hurt, 
but I couldn’t explain it well to 
the outside world. I knew it was 
perfectly acceptable to hurt, but 
I also knew that I had to get up 
and go to work, run after my three 
little ones and keep our family 
moving forward. All too often, as 
mothers, we don’t give ourselves 
enough time to grieve, no matter 
the type of loss.  

Last year, at this time, I 
received a phone call from a 
parishioner in our diocese named 
Samantha Nelson. Her sister-
in-law, Paxton, had just suff ered 
the loss of their beautiful baby 
boy Maximillian. Paxton and her 
husband, Zach, had received a 
diagnosis while Maximillian was 

still in the womb and they chose to 
carry this baby to term. Baby Max 
was born and lived only moments 
after he returned to the loving care 
of our merciful Father in Heaven. 
Samantha had called to ask if 
she could help the diocese start a 
ministry for mothers and fathers 
who experience miscarriage or 
pregnancy loss. This ministry 
was always on my heart, but I 
had never gotten around to doing 
anything. Samantha’s call was 
God’s nudge, saying, “It’s time!”  

Samantha and the Offi  ce of 
Family Ministry have worked hard 
to develop a ministry in honor of 
the late Maximilian Pio Steckler. 
This ministry will be called “Max’s 
Mission.” This new ministry 
will be rolling out in June with a 
pastoral day and a dinner for all 
of those who have experienced 
infancy and pregnancy loss. From 
there, we will be supplying our 
priests and hospitals with boxes 
of Catholic materials that can be 
given to families who experience 
these losses. It is our hope that 
these boxes will serve to support 
those experiencing the pain that is 
all too often suff ered in isolation. 
There are many other ideas in the 
works for this ministry and we ask 
for your prayers as it unfolds.  

There truly are no words for the 
loss that parents feel when one of 

their children doesn’t live to enjoy 
a life in this world with them. 
Even today, as I write this article, 
I grieve with my best friends who 
recently buried their baby born at 
28 weeks. 

My heart hurts for them in 
profound ways, but I place my 
grief in the hands of our merciful 
God and trust that He will provide 
a safe resting place for all babies 
who do not survive and peace to 

the parents who these beautiful 
children leave behind. And, 
hopefully Max’s Mission can be of 
some assistance to the pastors and 
lay ministers who walk the journey 
of grief alongside these parents.

� Brooke is the Director of the diocesan 
Offi  ce of Family Ministry that provides 
resources for marriage and family life, as well 
as respect life and natural family planning.

TARA BROOKE

Diocese launches new ministry for parents

Family Focus

What does it mean to have full and active 
participation at Mass?

In his theological writings and in his pastoral ministry, Pope 

Emeritus Benedict XVI called for a reform of the liturgical abuses of 

the Second Vatican Council, a “reform of the reform” as he termed it. 

One area was to redefi ne the key words of this reform, such as “full, 

conscious and active participation” in the Mass. It might seem foolish to stake 

essential reform on squabbling over a few words, but as we know, words 

have great power for good or ill, including their eff ects upon the liturgical life 

of the Church. 

In the conciliar document on the Sacred Liturgy, Sacrosanctum Concilium 

(The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy), the fathers of the Second Vatican 

Council called for renewal of the Sacred Liturgy through a “full, conscious and 

active participation” (#14). The word that many liturgists and clerics focused 

upon was “active,” which they associated with “activa” in Latin, meaning 

“lively, bustling and active” in our external actions. Thus, they initiated 

liturgical reforms to enliven the liturgical life of parishes . . . the more action, 

movement and ministries at the Mass would provide for a more meaningful 

experience. So, there were greeters waiting at the doors of the church; the 

music ministry was expanded to involve more musicians, more types of 

instruments and more genres of music; multiple altar servers, lectors, and 

Eucharistic ministers fi lled the sanctuary; people were encouraged to greet 

each other before Mass, extend the Sign of Peace to as many as possible 

within the Mass and to enter immediately into fellowship after Mass; and 

Father had to come into the nave to give his homily and leave the altar to 

extend the Sign of Peace to more people as well . . . all in the name of active 

participation. But, despite all of this, the number of people coming to Mass 

on Sunday continued to decline and, more and more we heard the common 

refrain, “I’m not getting anything out of the Mass.” What went wrong? We 

adopted an erroneous defi nition for “active.” 

If you go back to Sacrosanctum Concilium, the word used is not “active,”  but 

instead “actuosa.”  This word encompasses both external action and internal 

action. Pope Benedict XVI asserts that “actuosa” is properly understood as 

a participation of one’s being, to be engaged on all levels. For Catholics, 

this means that we are to pray the Sacred Liturgy with our heart and mind 

fi rst and secondarily with our bodies and voices. In essence, it is a humble 

admission that the real work of the Sacred Liturgy is the work of God upon 

my soul, to which I respond with faith and devotion. This demands that I 

actually do less at the Holy Mass so that God can do more by the power of 

His grace. This disposition of receptivity and an openness to the Lord’s work 

calls for a spirit of adoration and a quieting of the soul, which the Holy Mass 

allows for, if we took advantage of key moments in the Sacred Liturgy where 

it is provided. For example: silence before the Holy Mass; a letting go of the 

world and entering into the heavenly liturgy at the Collect (the opening 

prayer), which calls for a moment of silence; adoring the Lord at the elevation 

of the sacred species or at the words, “Behold the Lamb of God;” foregoing 

music at times after Holy Communion to commune inwardly with the Lord; 

and time for silent prayer and worship before the closing prayer.  In essence, 

the real work of the Holy Mass takes place at a deeper level in our soul, where 

the Lord invites us to share in His divine life. Pope Benedict XVI believes that 

if this deeper level is neglected because of an emphasis upon “activa” in the 

Mass at the expense of “actuosa” then we will be bored at the Holy Mass and 

spiritually famished. Sadly, we will hear over and over again, “I am not getting 

anything out of the Mass,” and, unfortunately, there will be truth in this sad 

refrain.

Whenever we attend a play or watch a movie, we can note the great actors 

and actresses as those who really “put their heart into it.” Their lines or actions 

were not enough for greatness, but the depth of their being that emanated 

as they acted is what moved us. The same is true for the Holy Mass. Words, 

actions, postures, singing, etc. are not enough. We must be totally immersed 

in God in the depths of our being, allowing Him to lift us up to the heights 

of heaven. A beautiful Holy Mass that feeds the soul is a Holy Mass where we 

abide by the sound advice of St. John the Baptist, “He must increase, I must 

decrease.”

� Fr. Benz is pastor at St. Mary in New England and St. Elizabeth in Lefor. If 
you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply 
email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to 
Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR.   GARY BENZ

A:
Q:

The public is invited to attend the celebration of the blessing of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus Shrine on the Prairie on Sunday, June 
30 at the Sacred Heart Church in Glen Ullin. The statue blessing 
will take place after the 10 a.m. Mass with a dinner to follow in the 
Sacred Heart Center. The shrine 
was the vision of Albert Duppong, a 
resident of Glen Ullin, who wanted 
it built for the community and 
visitors to see along with a view 
of Curlew Valley and the town of 
Glen Ullin. The shrine was built in 
memory of Albert’s wife, Charleen, 
and their daughter, Janet Auer. 
The statue was also supported by 
founders and memorials for their 
loved ones. It was also built as a 
tribute to Glen Ullin’s forefathers 
who built the fi rst Sacred Heart 
Church and rectory in 1885, which 
was located on the cemetery hill.

Sacred Heart statue blessing June 30

Submitted photo
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Mike Klabo, FICF
Linton

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Sam Owan
Williston/Minot
701-609-1918

sam.owan@kofc.org

Jeremy Vidmar
Dickinson

701-690-8372
jeremy.vidmar@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Catholic First. 
Catholic Always.

Founded by a priest in 1882
to protect Catholic families, 
the Knights of Columbus
continues its mission today.

Contact us to learn more

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E

L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E •  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

October 25-27, 2019

Bismarck Event Center

Featured Speakers

Archbishop Allen Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit and Ecclesiastical 
Superior of the Cayman Islands 

Fr. Leo Patalinghug, founder, host, and director of Plating Grace, an 
international apostolate to help strengthen families and relationship 
through God’s gift of a family meal; and author of the popular book “Grace 
Before Meals: Recipes & Inspiration for Family Meals & Family Life.” 

Curtis Martin, founder and CEO of the Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students (FOCUS) 

Dr. Edward Sri, a theologian, author and well-known Catholic speaker 
who appears regularly on EWTN 

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, known as the “Dynamic Deacon” 
and author of the book, “Behold the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male 
Spirituality”

Kendra Tierney, Catholic author, speaker, and graphic designer who 
writes the popular blog “Catholic All Year”

Amanda Zurface, Catholic Campaign Coordinator for Covenant Eyes, an 
anti-pornography program

Avera Maria Santo, up and coming speaker and blogger of “My Holy 
of Holies” known for her love of the Catholic Church’s teachings on 
homosexuality

bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019

Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org




