
By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

You may have tasted his recipes 
before, or seen him hosting 
Savoring Our Faith, a weekly 
international cooking show 
featured on the Eternal Word 
Television Network (EWTN). Now 
you will get to see the “cooking 
show priest” in person at the 
Thirst Conference in Bismarck 
Oct. 25-27, and be blessed by all 
the rich Catholic traditions and 
recipes he has to share. 

“I’m honored to be invited to 
the Thirst Conference to address 
the needs of the Catholic people 
of the Diocese of Bismarck,” Fr. 
Leo Patalinghug said. “Through 
Plating Grace, I hope to satisfy 
what people are hungering for, 
which is God’s love.”

In addition to being the keynote 
speaker on the opening night of 
the Thirst conference on Friday, 
Oct. 25, Fr. Leo will also be 
hosting and serve as MC for the 
live cooking show on the Thirst 
Conference stage that evening. 
“Cooking for the Kingdom: A 
Clerical Culinary Showdown” 
will feature six priests from the 
Diocese of Bismarck facing off  on 
two-man teams preparing a dish 
in front of the live audience to fi nd 
the best cook in the diocese.

Team one will feature Fr. Josh 
Waltz and Fr. Jordan Dosch, the 
diocesan vocations duo. Team 
two highlights the cooking talents 
of Fr. Keith Streifel and Fr. Tom 
Grafsgaard. Team three will be one 
of our newest priests, Fr. Gregory 
Crane, with Fr. Bill Ruelle. The 

three teams will prepare 
a dish in front of the 
live Thirst Conference 
audience for the judges 
to determine the best 
chefs.

About Fr. Leo
According to his 

website (fatherleofeeds.
com), Fr. Leo’s focus 
on Plating Grace “is 
a movement to bring 
families back to the 
dinner table — away 
from work, school, 
TV, games and the 
many other things we 
get caught up in — to 
share a delicious meal 
together, communicate and love 
one another and be nourished 
in body, mind and soul.” This 
powerful movement accomplishes 
its goals by providing “easy 
lessons, tasty recipes and reasons 
to come together and share in the 
love that only a family or friend 
can provide.”

Fr. Leo currently resides in 
Baltimore and is a member of 
a community of consecrated 
life, Voluntas Dei (The Will of 
God). He is a bestselling author, 
radio and podcast host and 
internationally acclaimed speaker. 

He has a unique background as a 
two-time black belt martial arts 
instructor, award-winning break 
dancer and choreographer. 

As an award-winning cook, 
he has caught the attention of 
many media and entertainment 
outlets, from ABC, PBS, NBC, 
FOX, the Cooking Channel, and 
the Food Network, on which he 
defeated a world-famous chef 

in a competition called, “Throw 
Down with Bobby Flay!” Fr. Leo 
also runs a non-profi t group called 
the “Table Foundation,” whose 
mission is “harvesting the power 
of food to do good.” 

Ribbon cutting at SMCHS   
A new chapter began for the Saints as 
the new St. Mary’s Central High School 
opened Aug. 21........................Page 6
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Faithful service
Congratulations to those celebrating 
milestones with monastic communities in 
our diocese  .............................. Pages 8-9

A LOOK INSIDE 

Priests will compete in on-stage 
cook-off  contest Oct. 25

What’s cooking at Thirst?

Fr. Josh Waltz (left) and Fr. Gregory Crane will be on opposing teams during the live cooking show 
featuring three teams of diocesan priests during the Thirst Conference on Oct. 25. Fr. Leo Patalinghug, 
known as the “cooking show priest,” will be the contest MC and the evening’s keynote speaker.

Read more details about the 
2019 Thirst Conference

on pages 4 and 5.

Fr. Leo Patalinghug
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The month of September 
is fast upon us and with 
it comes, at least for me, 

a certain sense of nostalgia. 
When I was young, it signaled 
the beginning of another year in 
Catholic school which I enjoyed 
very much but also it signaled 
that the autumn season was 
coming. Autumn has always 
been my favorite time of the 
year.

Now that I am older, I 
still have this same sense of 
nostalgia even as I watch our 
children and young people 
begin or return to Catholic 
school. My fervent hope and 
prayer for all of them is that 
they receive from their Catholic 
school education what I did, a 
greater knowledge and love of 

our Faith and our Church, and 
an increased love for learning 
the truth about the world, our 
society and especially about 
themselves as loved by God.

The beginning of another 
school year gives me the 
opportunity to thank all of 
you who continue to support 
all of our Catholic schools in 
the diocese by your prayers, 
by your financial support, by 
enrolling your children and by 
your participation in our school 
activities. We simply could 
not do the excellent job our 
teachers continue to do without 
your wholehearted support. 
I thank all of you in my own 
name and that of our dedicated 
faculty and staff 

The month of September, 
like all months of our calendar 
year, has several beautiful 
feasts which we celebrate 
as Catholics. I would like to 
mention just a few of these 
feasts and while none are holy 
days of obligation, if possible, 
I encourage you to attend Holy 
Mass.  The first is celebrated on 
September 3 and is the feast of 
Pope St. Gregory the Great, the 
Benedictine monk who became 
Pope and is responsible for 
the conversion of so many in 
what is now the British Isles, as 
well as the one from whom the 
beautiful chant of the Church’s 
liturgy takes its name. The next 

is Saturday, September 14 and 
is the feast of the Exaltation 
of the Most Holy Cross; the 
following Saturday, the 21, is 
the feast of Saint Matthew, 
Apostle, Evangelist and Martyr. 
These two feasts don’t need any 
explanation as every Catholic 
should be familiar with both.

The next feast is that of 
Saint Pius of Pietrelcina, Padre 
Pio, on Monday, September 
23, a saint for our own times 
and whose relics we have had 
the privilege of having in our 
Diocese.  The following Friday, 
September 27 is the feast of St. 
Vincent de Paul, a saint who 
is well-known to us and who 
certainly needs no introduction 
given the several parishes 
which have such active chapters 
dedicated to the service of the 
poor, just as was St. Vincent. 
Finally, the feast of St. Jerome 
is celebrated this year on 
Monday, September 30, and the 
Church in every age owes him 
a great debt of gratitude for his 
wonderful translation of the    
Bible into Latin known as the 
Vulgate.  

So, this is a beautiful month 
for many reasons, but most 
importantly a time for us to 
count our many blessings and 
express our gratitude to God 
by strengthening our own 
lives of faith as members of 
the communion of saints. Let 
us continue to pray for one 
another and then work to 
present Jesus to others in our 
daily lives at home, in school 
and at work.  

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Back-to-school with renewed energy
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Fr. Tom Grafsgaard (center) signed his Profession of Faith and Oath of Fidelity on Aug. 
10. In the presence of the faithful of the Church of St. Martin in Hazen, Bishop Kagan 
installed Fr. Grafsgaard as the new pastor of the parish there and of St. Joseph in Beulah. 
Deacon Dan Wallach (in the background) and Msgr. Patrick Schumacher (not pictured) 
also signed the documents as formal witnesses.

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

SEPTEMBER 2019

Sept. 2 – 5 • Fall Clergy Conference, 
Medora

Sept. 11 • Confi rmation at the 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 
6:30 p.m.

Sept. 13 • Cabinet meeting, 
Chancery, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Sept. 15 • Confi rmation at Spirit of 
Life, Mandan, 11 a.m.

Sept. 16 • Dakota Hope Clinic 
fundraising banquet, 
Minot, 5:30 p.m.

Sept. 17 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m.

Sept. 19  Finance Council meeting, 
Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Sept. 20 • Home on The Range 
board meeting, Center 
for Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 12 p.m.

Sept. 22 • Catholic Scouting Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 3 p.m.

Sept. 26 • St. Vincent’s Care Center 
annual visit, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Sept. 29 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of Queen of 
Peace, Dickinson, 
8 a.m. MT

 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. Joseph, 
Dickinson, 10:30 a.m. MT

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for September

Universal:
That politicians, scientists and 
economists work together to 
protect the world’s
seas and oceans.
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By Grace Fisher
Special Contributor to the DCA

Some $8,500 in proceeds 
from the third annual Big Smoke 
event at Minot on July 8 has been 
reported by offi  cials of the Serra 
Club of North Central North 
Dakota which sponsors the annual 
meat-smoking competition held at 
the Church of St. John the Apostle 
in Minot. It was established in 
2017 as a benefi t to seminarians 
and others seeking a religious 
vocation.

The evening began with Mass 
celebrated by Fr. David Richter, 
pastor of St. John the Apostle. 
Father Josh Waltz, director of 
vocations for the diocese, provided 
a homily in which he spoke of the 
Church Universal, noting that 
it is if “you are in trouble and 
discouraged….you can turn this 
on yourselves and completely lose 
faith and hope, or you can turn 
it toward Christ and be healed. 
“Jesus is the one hope, the one 
answer. He is all we have. No 
matter how dark it is, no matter 
how discouraged we are, He is 
there. He is the hope we hang 
onto….This shadow and darkness 
will pass. Hang onto that hope, it 
is worth the fi ght.”

Michael Ruelle, club president, 
said “Thanks be to God” in his 
appreciation for this year’s 
benefi t. Ten teams entered the 
competition—the highest number 
yet in the three years it has 
been held. “The place was full 
of excitement and enthusiasm, 
particularly after the judges began 
making the rounds for their tasting 
and judging ritual,” Ruelle said. 
About 350 people attended.

Winners in the competition 
were determined by a trio of 
professional judges and by those 
in attendance. Smoked ribs, 
presented by the competitor/
cooks, was the meat selected for 
the competition. The ribs were 
also featured in the meal for those 
who came.

The judges were Steve Murphy, 
retired owner and executive chef 
of Ryan’s Family Dining and 
Sevens Restaurant in Minot; 
Jeff  Senger, Minot, partner and 
general manager of MSI Services 
& Solutions, including Spicey Pie 
and M&S Concessions, and an 
amateur meat smoker; and Susan 
Willson, Minot, owner of Up-
Again Cooking, professional chef, 
and teacher of cooking lessons at 
Gourmet Chef in Minot.

The competitors and their 
equipment made a colorful 
scene as they hovered over their 
“meatworks.” Cooking competitors 
were: 

• Father Corey Nelson - pastor at 
St. Thomas the Apostle in Tioga, 
St. James in Powers Lake and St. 
Michael in Ray.

• St. John the Apostle Church - Fr. 
David Richter and Lance Meyer;

• Team Sherwood – Fr. Adam 
Maus, pastor at St. Jerome’s in 
Mohall, St. James in Sherwood 
and St. John’s in Lansford, with 
Jeff  Volk and his son, Aaron 
Volk, both of Sherwood;

• The Burning Bush Barbecue 
Team, Minot - Cody Eisenbraun, 
Jeff  Schmidt, Mike Nilson and 

Scott Weston;

• Brew Team of the Rectory 
Brewing Co. - Kevin Sebastian, 
Mike Vetter, Ed Steckler and Fr. 
Justin Waltz, pastor, St. Leo the 
Great, Minot;

• Father Justin Waltz, founder, 
Rectory Brewing Co., smoking 
Peiking Ribs with Fr. Josh Waltz;

• Little Flower Catholic Church of 
Minot - Robert Artz and his son, 
Eric, a diocesan seminarian, and 
Randy Meyer;

• Assumption Abbey, Richardton - 
Brother Charles McDaniels and 
Novice Craig Thorgeirson;

• Smoking With Faith of United 
Methodist Church, Minot - 
Randy Bell, Dennis Rehder, 
Chris Rehder and Mike 
Common;

• Team Tom & Dave - Tom 
Magnuson and David Aleshire. 

The judges awarded the fi rst-
place prize of a Traeger Grill to 
the team of Fr. David Richter 
and Lance Meyer of St. John the 
Apostle Church. Team Tom & 
Dave was the second-place winner, 
earning them a Yeti cooler.

First place in the People’s 
Choice Awards (judged by those 
attending the event), went to 
Smoking With Faith, awarded a 
tailgate grill. Second place went 
to Team Sherwood, winner of a 
tailgate cooler.

Top bidders in the silent auction 
event were Lonnie Decker of 
Bismarck, who paid the top bid 
of $600 for a dinner off ered by 
Fr. Adam Maus; Susan and Paul 
MacLeod, Minot, top bidders at 
$600 for a wine and appetizer 
event off ered by Fr. Jadyn Nelson, 
president of Bishop Ryan Catholic 
School; and Beverly Thom of 
Minot, who was top bidder at 
$500 for a dinner off ered by Fr. 
Richter.

Ruelle said that next year’s 
Big Smoke will be staged in the 
Flickertail Garden at the North 
Dakota State Fairgrounds in Minot 
on June 29, 2020. 

“This change of venue will give 
us more options. And having the 
date set this early will give us 
more time for better and bigger 
planning,” he said.

Serra Club stages the Big Smoke event for seminarians

Photos by Michael J Photography, Minot 
The team from Assumption Abbey—Novice Craig Thorgeirson (left) and Brother Charles 
McDaniel—competed in the Big Smoke. The Abbey is one of the organizations in the 
diocese that benefi ts from funds raised at the event.

Father David Richter, right, pastor of St. John the Apostle in Minot, and his teammate, 
Lance Meyer, were the fi rst-place winners in the Big Smoke competition and awarded a 
Traeger grill.

People attending the Big Smoke event in Minot on July 8 moved through the crowd, 
sampling and eating and judging for the best rib roasters as they competed for top prizes.

The Catholic Daughters of the Americas held 
their 51st Biennial Convention at St. Joseph’s 
Church and Parish Center in Devils Lake on May 
3-5. The host court was #268 Court Saint Mary. 
The theme of the convention was “Gentle Mother, 
Teach us Wisdom, Teach Us Love.” Many Catholic 
Daughters came together to pray, learn, listen and 
plan. It was an enjoyable and blessed weekend 
for those in attendance. Most Reverend Bishop 

John Folda, Fargo; Fr. Chad Wilhelm, Devils Lake 
and Court Chaplain, Fr. Franklin Miller, Harvey 
celebrated Mass with the group. Pictured (l to r): 
PJ Polland, National Representative; Deb Johnson, 
State Treasurer; Bonita Erickson, 2nd Vice Regent; 
Laurel Ann Dukart, State Regent; Mary Baer, 
1st Vice Regent; Sue Judd, State Secretary; Fr. 
Franklin Miller, State Chaplain.

CDA State Convention
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Friday, October 25 
3:00 p.m Doors Open/Registration 
5:20-5:30 p.m. Welcome & Introduction
5:30-6:30 p.m. Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass
7:15 p.m.  Keynote I: (Arena) Fr. Leo Patalinghug 
 Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
8:30-9:30 p.m. “Cooking for the Kingdom”: A Clerical 

Culinary Showdown
10:30 p.m. Doors Close   

**Eucharistic Adoration continues throughout the night in Hall 
A (Use Entrance E45) 

Saturday, October 26 
7:30 a.m. Doors Open/Registration 
8:30-9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
9:00-10:00 a.m. Keynote II:  Curtis Martin 
 Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
10:30-11:30 a.m. Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass
Noon The Angelus
Noon-1:45 p.m. Lunch Break 
Noon-6 p.m. Confessions Available
1:45-2:45 p.m. Breakout Session 1: Deacon Harold 

Burke-Sivers, Curtis Martin, Kendra 
Tierney, Amanda Zurface

3:00-3:30 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
3:30-4:30 p.m. Breakout Session 2: Deacon Harold 

Burke-Sivers, Avera Maria Santo, 
Kendra Tierney, Seven Sisters Apostolate

4:30-6:00 p.m. Dinner Break 
6:15-6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer
6:45-7:45 p.m. Keynote III:  Edward Sri 
6:45-8:00 p.m. Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
8-10 p.m. Communal Penance Service/Eucharistic 

Adoration
10:00 p.m.-12 a.m. Confessions available
10:30 p.m. Doors Close 

**Eucharistic Adoration continues throughout the night in Hall 
A (Use Entrance E45) 

Sunday, October 27 
7:30 a.m. Doors Open/Registration 
7:30-8:30 a.m. Confessions available 
8:30-9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
9:15-10:00 a.m. Keynote IV: Most Rev. Allen Vigneron, 

Archdiocese of Detroit 
9:00-10:00 a.m. Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
10:15-11:15 a.m. Breakout Session 3: Edward Sri, 

Avera Maria Santo, Amanda Zurface, 
Seven Sisters Apostolate 

11:30 a.m. Holy Sacrifi ce of the Mass

• This schedule is tentative and subject to change. 
• THIRST 2019 is free of charge.
• Eucharistic adoration will take place at the event facility 

throughout the conference.
• Sacrament of reconciliation available at select times.
• Opportunities for spiritual direction.
• Vendors/exhibitors on site.
• Concessions available on site.

By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

If you ever feel overwhelmed 
by the trials of life and the 
darkness of our American 
culture, you may want to make 
a little time to come to Dr. 
Edward Sri’s talks at the Thirst 
Conference in Bismarck Oct. 25-
27. There, you may discover the 
depths of God’s infi nite love in a 
powerful way.

“I am really excited for my 
break-out session, which will 
be on No Greater Love, a book 
I have written with the same 
title,” he said. “The talk will look 
at vignettes from the story of Jesus’ life, suff ering,and death, 
and how we can live out this story ourselves by taking it as 
our model. It will help listeners realize the fullest revelation of 
God’s love. If we want to encounter God’s authentic love more 
and live it out among our families and work places, we need to 
look at how Jesus Himself lived.”

Furthermore, Dr. Sri will be giving a key note address titled, 
Truth and Love: Our Mission in a Secular Age.

“This talk will cover ways to pass on our Catholic faith in our 
secular, relativistic environment,” he explained. “I will show 
people ways to share it with their children and grandchildren 
in the midst of a culture where there is supposedly ‘no truth.’ 
I am excited to come to the Thirst Conference which I know 
blesses thousands of people all over the ‘Great North!’”

Dr. Edward Sri is a theologian, author and well-known 
Catholic speaker who appears regularly on Eternal Word 
Television Network (EWTN). Each year, he speaks to tens of 
thousands of people from around the world, including clergy, 
parish leaders, catechists and laity. He has written several 
best-selling books, including: A Biblical Walk through the 
Mass, Who Am I to Judge? – Responding to Relativism with 
Logic and Love, and Into His Likeness: Be Transformed as a 
Disciple. Dr. Sri is also the host of the acclaimed fi lm series, 
Symbolon: The Catholic Faith Explained and the presenter of 
several faith formation fi lm series, including: Biblical Walk 
through the Mass and Follow Me: Meeting Jesus in the Gospel 
of John.

He is a founding leader with Curtis Martin of FOCUS 
(Fellowship of Catholic University Students), where he 
currently serves as Vice President of Formation. Dr. Sri 
leads pilgrimages to Rome and the Holy Land each year and 
is the host of the weekly podcast All Things Catholic. He is 
the content director for several other Augustine Institute 
sacramental preparation programs, as well. He holds a 
doctorate from the Pontifi cal University of St. Thomas Aquinas 
in Rome and is an adjunct professor at the Augustine Institute.

He resides with his wife Elizabeth and their eight children in 
Littleton, Colorado.

Speaker Pro� le

Discovering the 
depths of God’s love

Dr. Edward Sri

Thirsting to know more about THIRST?
October 25-27, 2019
Bismarck Event Center 

Bismarck, ND
FREE & Open to the Public

THIRST 2019 Schedule

Register online at: www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019
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Register and get more information online at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2018

Teens of high school age welcome with their mom or accompanying adult.

This event is FREE to attend!

If you are registering youth for the Children’s Program 
(5-12 years old) or the Diocesan Youth Program 
(grades 6-12), please fill out your registration online, 
call us at 701-222-3035, or check the box below to 
have us give you a call and get them registered with 
your family. q
 
Household Last Name: _______________________________

Total # Attending: ___________________________________

Names of Adult Participants

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Which day(s) do you plan to attend the Thirst 
conference?
   q Fri., Oct. 25    q Sat., Oct. 26    q Sun., Oct. 27
 
City You Live in:  _____________________________________

Parish You Attend: ___________________________________

Primary Email Address: _______________________________
 
Is Special Needs Seating required?    Yes q     No q

Details:  _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
 
The Thirst conference is free to attend and runs on 
volunteers and donations both corporate and private. 
Would you be interested in volunteering? Indicate
your interest below and look for a follow up call from 
our staff.

   q  Hospitality
   q  Information Booth/Lost & Found
   q  Parking
   q  Speaker Vendor Booth
   q  Registration
 
If you are interested in sponsorship or donation, please 
visit the website at bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019 or 
call us at 701-222-3035. Every little bit helps us serve the 
thousands in attendance at this conference!

Mail the registration form below to:
 Thirst Conference
 Diocese of Bismarck
 PO Box 1137
 Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

The Thirst conference is a ministry of the Diocese of Bismarck and is free to attend. 
Meals will be available for purchase on site, and vendors will be available.

October 25-27, 2019

Bismarck Event Center

Featured Speakers
Archbishop Allen Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit and Ecclesiastical Superior of the 
Cayman Islands 

Fr. Leo Patalinghug, founder, host, and director of Plating Grace, an international apostolate 
to help strengthen families and relationship through God’s gift of a family meal; and author of 
the popular book “Grace Before Meals: Recipes & Inspiration for Family Meals & Family Life.” 

Curtis Martin, founder and CEO of the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) 

Dr. Edward Sri, a theologian, author and well-known Catholic speaker who appears regularly 
on EWTN 

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, known as the “Dynamic Deacon” and author of the book, 
“Behold the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality”

Kendra Tierney, Catholic author, speaker, and graphic designer who writes the popular blog 
“Catholic All Year”

Amanda Zurface, Catholic Campaign Coordinator for Covenant Eyes, an anti-pornography 
program

Avera Maria Santo, up and coming speaker and blogger of “My Holy of Holies” known for her 
love of the Catholic Church’s teachings on homosexuality

Registration and volunteer sign-up now open
bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019

We are proud to support the
Diocese of Bismarck  

We are committed to working with 
our investment clients to create a  

better future for their communities.
- Philip L. Hildebrandt, CEO

Providing 
a place for 
healing 
since 1885.

CHIStAlexiusHealth.org

106 6th St. W., Williston, ND 58801
(701) 572-6731 • stjparish.com

Church
of

St. Joseph,
Williston

St. Boniface, Grenora
St. John the Baptist, Trenton

Thank you to our generous sponsors

725 12th St W.
Dickinson 

(701) 483-2134

QueenQueenQueenQueenQueenQueen
of Peaceof Peaceof Peace

Parish,Parish,Parish,
DickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinson

North Dakota  •  South Dakota
Minnesota  •  Wisconsin  •  Wyoming

Visit yourcatholicradiostation.com
for more information and to listen live.enroll@umary.edu  •  800-288-6279 (MARY)

for  Life.

ComeToMary.com

A charitable foundation 
established to serve the

Catholic Diocese of Bismarck.
Helping you give charitably, in a 

way that is meaningful to you,
is what we’re all about.

Call us today! (701) 204-7206
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The Diocesan Youth Conference, this year held at the
Bismarck Civic Center in conjunction with THIRST,

will be 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, October 26th
for all youth grades 6-12.

DYC features great speakers in Fr. Leo Patalinghug
and our very own Bishop David D. Kagan,

as well as a concert by Popple and a break out session
for high schoolers with Avera Maria Santo.

Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Confession
will also be available for participants.

The conference is free of cost but
please register all youth so that we can be
fully prepared to offer participants lunch!

Get more information and register online at bismarckdiocese.com/youthconference

Diocesan Youth Conference 2019

St. Mary’s High School

Photos by
Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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By Kirk Greff 
Special Contributor to the DCA

Christian (Christ) and Rose 
Reisenauer were raising a strong 
Catholic family of six children on 
a farm in rural St. Anthony, N.D., 
when a recruiter from St. Mary’s 
Central High School spoke at 
Mass in the spring of 1951. It took 
Christ very little time to make the 
decision and fi nancial sacrifi ce to 
send their 3rd child, Rose Mary, as 
a freshman to the newly opening 
high school. Christ had long held 
a belief that if one of his children 
entered into a religious vocation, 
it would gain merits for his and his 
wife’s acceptance into heaven.

Rose Mary remembers that 
fi rst day of school in September 
of 1951 like she was entering a 
palace, everything from the tiles 
to the lockers were enveloped with 
a glossy shine. The school was so 
new that the gym would not be 
completed until after Christmas 
of this fi rst year. Instead, she 
remembers going outside for 
gym class. Arrowhead Shopping 
Center was not yet built and the 
lot directly north of the high 
school was an open fi eld which 
they used for their class. Virtually 
all teachers were either sisters 
or priests with a few exceptions 
in the areas of gym, music and 
industrial arts. Superintendent 
Fr. John Garvin and Principal Fr. 
Blaine Cook ran a very disciplined 
school and enforced policies from 
dress length for girls to haircuts 
for boys.

St. Mary’s Central High School 
was a sports powerhouse in 1951, 
winning the state championship in 
football and being the defending 
state champion in basketball. 
Although a powerhouse, Rose 
Mary doesn’t remember attending 
many games as she wasn’t at the 
high school for sports. She was 
living with 18 other girls in the 
Benet House on Thayer Avenue. 
The Benet House was a boarding 
house for girls contemplating 
a religious vocation, operated 
by the Sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery. She fondly remembers 
the house as an extended 
family with no alone time. The 

house taught her the values of 
community, acceptance and 
tolerance. A fond memory of how 
Benet House taught these values 
was if the sisters realized you were 
not getting along with a fellow 
student, you would go away for a 
holiday vacation, and when you 
returned, your new roommate 
would be that very student. 

To the chagrin of her parents, 
the Benedictine Sisters and Rose 
Mary realized midway through her 
sophomore year that her future 
would not involve a religious 
vocation. She then moved from 
Benet House to the home of a host 
family, the Reuben Will family, 
who needed assistance babysitting 
their children in the evenings.   

Rose Mary graduated in 1955 
from St. Mary’s Central High 
School and three years later, 
married Henry Horning. She and 
Henry had three children and were 
married for 60 years until Henry’s 
death in January of 2019. While 
raising a family, Rose Mary also 
worked for the N.D. Department 
of Health and the N.D. Tax 
Department for a combined 40 
years. Staying always faithful to 
her Catholic roots, Rose Mary 
became a resident of St. Vincent’s, 
a Prospera Community, in October 
of 2014, where she attends daily 
Mass and rosary.

Rose Mary treasures her 
Catholic education and is eternally 
grateful to her parents who 
sacrifi ced to provide her with this 
opportunity. She has passed on the 
value of a Catholic education to 
her children and grandchildren. 

In speaking to her about the 
new St. Mary’s Central High 
School, she looks forward to the 
growth the new high school will 
provide to Catholic education 
in Bismarck. She is especially 
interested in the much larger 
chapel. 

Rose Mary had a chance to visit 
the school on Aug. 14 and was in 
utter amazement at the new home 
of the Saints. Several times during 
the tour, she put her hands over 
her mouth in astonishment. With 
tears in her eyes, she said, “I just 
hope these kids understand and 

feel grateful for what they have 
been given.”

When asked what advice she 
would give to students as they 

enter a brand-new school, she 
stated, “I would tell each of them 
to reach out to someone new or 
someone who doesn’t seem to fi t 
in. I was that person in 1951.”

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Rose Mary Horning, who was a freshman when St. Mary’s Central High School opened in 
1951, recently toured the new high school that opened Aug. 21. Here, she’s with Gerald 
Vetter, Light of Christ President, in the school’s academic center.

Sharing memories of St. Mary’s Central High School

Dakota Hope Clinic in Minot 
will welcome noted debater, 
pro-life advocate, and renowned 
Catholic apologist Trent Horn 
as keynote speaker for its 2019 
annual fundraising banquet. 

The banquet is Monday, 
Sept. 16 at the State Fair Event 
Center in Minot. The event is 
free and open to the public, 
but registration is required; for 
information or to register, call 
701-852-4675 or click on the 
Partner With Us tab at www.
dakotahopeclinic.org. 

About the speaker
As a regular guest on 

the popular radio program 
Catholic Answers Live, Horn 
respectfully engages with pro-

choice advocates, atheists, and 
other challengers of the Faith. 
His ability to graciously engage 
and skillfully debate opposing 
viewpoints has earned him 
national acclaim and widespread 
respect.

At the Dakota Hope banquet, 
Horn will outline non-religious 
reasons to oppose abortion, 
followed by practical strategies 
for defending the pro-life position 
in today’s divisive culture. His 
persuasive pro-life presentation 
is convincing and constructive, 
leaving audiences with both the 
knowledge and the know-how 
to become pro-life advocates in 
their own lives.

Trent Horn earned a 
master’s degree in theology 

from Franciscan University 
of Steubenville, a master’s 
degree in philosophy from Holy 
Apostles College, and is pursuing 
a master’s degree in bioethics 
from the University of Mary in 
Bismarck, ND. He is currently an 
adjunct professor of apologetics 
at Holy Apostles College, and 
has been invited to debate 
academics at UC-Berkeley, UC-
Santa Barbara, and Stanford. 
He’s written fi ve books, including 
Persuasive Pro-Life. 

Dakota Hope Clinic is a 
charitable Christian outreach 
ministry formed to provide care, 
support, and education related 
to sexual health, pregnancy, and 
childbirth in our region. 

—Staff  report

Apologist Trent Horn to keynote event in Minot
Dakota Hope Clinic hosts annual banquet on Sept. 16

Trent Horn

Submitted photos
Rose Mary Horning, SMCHS Class of 1955, looked through her high school yearbooks 
with Avry Greff , SMCHS Class of 2020. Although their graduating classes will be 65 years 
apart, they have a brand-new St. Mary’s Central High School in common. Rose Mary was 
a freshman when the high school opened on 2nd Street in 1951. Avry will be a senior 
and part of the fi rst graduating class from the new high school built on Saints Drive that 
opened Aug. 21.
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On behalf of Bishop David Kagan, the Diocese of Bismarck 
extends congratulations and gratitude to those serving within 

monastic communities in our diocese who are celebrating special 
anniversaries of profession to religious life. 

70th Jubilee
Sr. Rita Miller, OSB
Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck

Sister Rita Miller, OSB, a 
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery, celebrated her 70th 
Jubilee with her monastic community 
on July 11, the Feast of St. Benedict. 
She was one of 13 children, born to 
German-Russian parents, Agatha and 
Bert Miller, in Hague. She entered 
the monastery in 1947. Her primary 
ministries are in healthcare at St. 
Alexius Medical Center (now CHI St. 
Alexius Health). Sister Rita started 
the department of physical therapy 
where she directed the program for 25 years. Sister Rita also 
served 12 years as a surgical nurse, and chaplain for home health 
and hospice for seven years. She felt honored to help prepare 
the dying for their eternal home. Her faithfulness to prayer 
and Benedictine hospitality is evident each day in the monastic 
community and as hospitality hostess at the medical center, 
where she loves meeting and helping people. She lives with great 
gratitude to God and her monastic community, according to her 
belief to “Reach out and do your best and let God do the rest.”

60th Jubilee
Grace Dahmus, OSB
Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck

Sister Grace Dahmus, OSB, a 
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery, celebrated her 60th Jubilee 
with her monastic community on 
July 11, the Feast of St. Benedict. She 
was born in Knobel, Ark., the fourth 
of eight children born to Rudolph 
and Catherine Dahmus. Her parents 
moved to North Dakota in 1940 where 
they farmed near Regent, ND. Sister 
Grace has served as a nurse aide at 
St. Alexius Medical Center (now CHI 
St. Alexius Health) and loved her 30-
year teaching ministry in Dickinson, 
Mandan and Bismarck, N.D. After retiring from teaching, Sister 
Grace received training in Clinical Pastoral Education (CPE) 
and served as hospital chaplain at St. Joseph’s Hospital in Minot 
and St. Alexius Medical Center. She also worked in hospice and 
home health care in Minot. Sister Grace has volunteered at the 
University of Mary library, Retired Seniors Volunteer Program 
(RSVP), in laundry services at St. Vincent’s Care Center, and as a 
CNA at Annunciation Monastery. She lives by her advice to, “Live 
one day at a time and put your faith and trust in God’s hands.”

60th Jubilee

Br. Placid Gross, OSB 
Assumption Abbey, Richardton 

Brother Placid Gross was born 
on June 24, 1935, in Napoleon, and 
baptized with the name Alois. He is 
the ninth of 13 children. Alois attended 
Mannheim School #4 with his siblings, 
and came to Assumption Abbey in the 
fall of 1957. He became a lay brother and 
was given the name Placid, professing 
vows on July 11, 1959. For several years, 
he worked in the print shop and in the 
carpentry shop, and was then assigned 
to the Abbey farm which, in those days, 
included a dairy operation. In 1970, he 
became the Abbey farm boss, and under 
his direction the farm turned exclusively to beef cattle, a cow-calf 
operation with a brood herd of about 180. He was in charge until 
2008 and continued to help out until the cattle were sold in 2011 
and the farm was rented out. In 1971, Brother Placid became a 
charter member of the German-Russian Historical Society and has 
remained closely connected to his heritage, with his accompanying 
interest in genealogy. Of late, he has been curator of the Abbey 
museum, tour guide and custodian of the cemetery. 

25th Jubilee

Fr. Thomas Wordekemper, OSB 
Assumption Abbey, Richardton

Father Thomas Wordekemper was 
born in West Point, Neb., on Oct. 25, 
1956, and attended Guardian Angels—
the oldest coeducational parochial 
grade school in Nebraska—and Central 
Catholic, both run by the Franciscan 
Sisters of Christian Charity. He attended 
Mount Marty College in Yankton, S.D., 
and graduated with a degree in music 
education. After joining the Abbey and 
pronouncing solemn vows, he was sent 
to St. Meinrad Seminary, Ind. He did his 
clinical pastoral experience at Deaconess 
Hospital in Evansville, Ind., and his 
internship at St. Mary’s Parish under Abbot Brian, then Father 
Brian Wangler. Father Thomas graduated with an M.A. in Catholic 
Thought, and a Master of Divinity degree. After ordination to the 
priesthood June 25, 1994, he was at the Abbey as vocation director 
and played a key role in refurbishing the Abbey church in 2000. 
He also created the development offi  ce for the Abbey. In 2009, he 
was sent to Yankton as chaplain to the Benedictine Sisters and to 
Mount Marty College, an assignment he dearly loved. After six and 
a half years there, he was called back to Richardton to be pastor 
of St. Mary Parish in Richardton, St. Thomas in Gladstone and St. 
Stephen in rural Richardton, a position he currently holds. Father 
Thomas lives at the Abbey and—when his busy schedule permits—
plays the Abbey organ for monastic liturgies.

Sr. Rita Miller, OSB

Sr. Grace Dahmus, OSB
Fr. Thomas Wordekemper, OSB 

Br. Placid Gross, OSB

By Jill Ackerman
Special contributor

Sister Idelle Badt made her perpetual 
monastic profession (fi nal vows) as a 
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation Monastery 
on June 22. 

Originally from Savage, Mont., Sister Idelle is 
the daughter of Clydette Boyer (Williston) and 
Robert Badt (Tonto Basin, AZ). 

Sister Idelle says she has always felt drawn to 
helping others, especially the elderly. She served 
and advanced in her professional career as grant 
administrator for Trenton Indian Service Area 
near Williston, and as Retired Senior Volunteer 
Program director for Richland County Health 
Department in Sidney, MT. While she found 
these positions challenging and fulfi lling, Sister 
Idelle still felt a void that only God could fi ll and 
she started exploring God’s call in her life with 
greater intention.

Her exploration led her to Annunciation 
Monastery. After Sister Idelle’s fi rst visit, she 
knew she wanted to come back, and explained, 
“It just felt like home.” This started her journey 
to become a Benedictine Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery. Sister Idelle made her fi rst monastic 
profession on August 16, 2015. 

With a degree in voice from Dickinson State 
University, and a degree in social work from the 
University of Mary, Sister Idelle wondered how 
she could best use her gifts. While on retreat, 
she envisioned herself at the bedside of the sick. 
Having blessed some of the elder sisters at the 
monastery by sitting with them, singing to them 
and helping them go to God, Sister Idelle felt a 
level of comfort with the process of dying and 
death. 

It wasn’t long after that realization when 
an opportunity arose to serve as pastoral care 
associate at the Church of Corpus Christi, which 
allows her to combine her gifts of caring for 
others, her love of scripture and music, and her 
degree in social work. 

“Often when someone dies, family members 
don’t know where to start. I try to meet with 
people who are sick, and their families, so they 
know what to expect and pre-plan. It is important 
to get to know the person and their family so I can 
off er the support and encouragement they want 
or need. The last best gift you can give someone 

is a good death.” She says the 
favorite part of her ministry is 
going to daily Mass and getting 
to know the people in the pews. 
Sister Idelle makes hospital 
visits and delivers communion to 
homes. 

At Annunciation Monastery, 
Sister Idelle loves to spend time 
with the elders in community, 
hear their stories, and help with 
their needs. She also enjoys 
time outdoors in the monastery 
garden. 

As she refl ects on the journey 
from her fi rst visit to perpetual 
monastic profession, Sister Idelle 
says with confi dence, “I have no 
regrets, whatsoever, about my 
decision to become a Benedictine 
Sister of Annunciation Monastery. 
I just can’t imagine my life 
anywhere else or doing anything 
else. This is where I belong, with 
my monastic community—and I 
am so grateful!”

Sister Idelle takes � nal vows

Celebrating with Sr. Idelle Badt on the day of her � nal vows were (l-r): Sr. Nicole Kunze, OSB, prioress of Annunciation Monastery; Sr. 
Idelle Badt, OSB; Msgr. James Shea; Fr. Boniface Muggli, OSB; Fr. Anthony Baker, OSB; Fr. Craig Vasek; Fr. Robert Shea.

Br. Symeon Rubbelke

Brother Symeon Rubbelke professed solemn vows as a 
Benedictine monk of Assumption Abbey on June 15. 

Brother Symeon was born on April 21, 1988, and 
baptized with the name Matthew when his family was 
living in Beulah. He has an older brother and younger 
twin sisters. The family moved to Minot when he was 
eight years old. Matthew attended Dakota College at 
Bottineau where he earned four associate degrees in 
horticultural science. 

His fi rst awareness of Assumption Abbey came from 
a trip to Medora. He and his family stopped in at the 
Abbey to look around. When he was in grade school, he 
also remembers being with his aunt when she visited the 
Sacred Heart Monastery near the Abbey to visit Sister Jill 
West. Matthew had interest in religion, however he had 
no interest in being a monk; he wanted to be a drifter and 
see the world. 

Throughout high school and into his twenties, he was 

not very interested in dating, although his friends told 
him that he would make a wonderful father because he is 
naturally caring and patient. Assumption Abbey’s Brother 
Aelred Reid encouraged Matthew to visit for a week to 
experience monastic life. Instead, Matthew volunteered 
at the Abbey for an entire summer, and although he 
enjoyed life at the Abbey he had a long-standing interest 
in Eastern spirituality. He spent some time at a Byzantine 
Catholic monastery in Saint Nazianz, Wisc. He returned 
to Assumption Abbey for Brother Aelred’s funeral, and it 
was then that he decided to apply for candidacy. He has 
been at the Abbey ever since. 

Of solemn vows Brother Symeon says, “This is the 
most serious commitment I have ever made in my life. 
Without God’s grace, I wouldn’t think of doing it. And, 
knowing that, I must rely on God. That’s why I’m here.”   

Brother Symeon professed solemn vows

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Sister Idelle Badt made her perpetual monastic profession (� nal vows) as a 
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation Monastery on June 22.
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By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

For homeschooling families 
like the Wiederholts, of Bismarck, 
a typical school day is all about 
fostering a profound love for God, 
as well as for one another and the 
beautiful world He has created. 

“Throughout each day, we 
not only study the basic school 
subjects, but we also read great 
books, work together, pray 
together and play together,” 
Christa said. “We have the 
opportunity for a shared culture 
that revolves around our 
Catholic faith. The flexibility of 
homeschooling also allows us to go 
to daily Mass together whenever 
we can.” 

For the past eight years, Christa 
and her husband Brad have 
cherished countless meaningful 
moments home-educating their 
children: Sam, Gabriel, Nicholas 
and Juliana. By embracing a love 
of learning together, they also 
embrace what it means to be a 
family. 

“Over the years, we’ve found 
numerous unexpected benefits 
to homeschooling,” Christa 
explained. “One thing we love is 
how our children know each other 
so well and are such good friends. 
Even as they grow older, their 
own siblings and parents are the 
most important people in their 
lives. Since family life is critical 
to fostering children’s faith, it has 
been a blessing that our family is 
together so much of the time.”

By seeking the truth together, 
they can savor the joy of being 
children of God, a people “set 
apart” to bring forth His glorious 
reign on earth.

“We live in a time where 
the culture is doing its best 
to steal the faith away from 
our children and pull families 
apart,” Christa said. “Though 
no educational model is perfect, 
homeschooling counteracts the 
culture’s destructive pull as it 
offers both a refuge and a unique 
way to actively live out our faith 
through shared experiences, 
supportive community and a solid 
Catholic curriculum. Through 
homeschooling, each member of 
our whole family is learning to love 
what is good, true, and beautiful.”

As a certified teacher, Christa 
has been truly satisfied with the 
quality of resources offered to 
provide the education her children 
have received. Overall, she is 
grateful her family took a “leap of 

faith” and opened their hearts to 
His gracious will.

“We started out homeschooling 
because, as a teacher, I thought 
it would be fun to teach my own 
children,” she said. “We didn’t 
understand much about it, but we 
did know of several impressive 
homeschooling families. We felt 
that God was calling us to give it a 
try, and we are so glad we did.”

Just as the Wiederholts find 
tremendous joy in homeschooling 
their children, so do numerous 
other families in our diocese 
and beyond. In fact, according 
to the National Home Education 
Research Institute, there are 
currently over 2.3 million 
homeschool students in the 
U.S., and the number appears 
to be continually growing at an 
estimated rate of 2 to 8% annually 
over the past few years. 

Stephanie Trautman and her 
husband Chad homeschool four 
of their nine children for several 
reasons, particularly religious 
ones.

“Up here in Garrison, we don’t 
have access to a Catholic school 
system,” she shared. “When I 
decided to homeschool, I chose 
a curriculum that is specifically 
based on the Catholic faith, so 
that my children can get a strong 
spiritual foundation. I am the 
director of religious education 
at our parish, and my kids 
attend CCD, so their homeschool 
religion texts are in addition to 
what they learn there. We use 
Catholic Heritage Curricula, and 
its texts are all presented from a 
Catholic point-of-view. They are 
so beautiful, and include great 
works of religious art and spiritual 
exercises for the children to 
practice throughout the liturgical 
year.”

Ultimately, Stephanie has 
concluded that homeschooling 
nurtures the hearts, minds and 
souls of everyone involved.

“Overall, I have seen that 
homeschooling really strengthens 
a family’s faith—not only of the 
children, but also of the parents,” 
Stephanie noted. “It builds up 
our spiritual lives as mothers 
and fathers as well. The efficient 
homeschooling way of life gives 
us more time together as a 
family, and allows us to do more 
devotions together.”

And, according to Christa, it 
also strengthens the local Catholic 
community, and the world beyond.

“We are so fortunate to have 
a large community of Catholic 
homeschooling families in the 
area,” she said. “This allows 
us so many opportunities for 
educational, social and faith-
related activities. Our children are 
able to see the example of other 
families on a weekly basis, which 
strengthens their own faith.”

Fr. Basil Atwell, OSB, pastor 
at the parishes in Garrison, Max 
and White Shield, is a long-time 
supporter of homeschooling 
families in our diocese and can’t 
share his enthusiasm enough.

“People who are homeschooling 
recognize that there is a problem 
with our culture, which has grown 
so focused on selfishness and self-
gratification. They understand that 
things like un-monitored social 
media access are very dangerous 
to young people. They are seeking 
to preserve their children from 
these dangers and give them a 
faith-filled life. The homeschooling 
environment is very similar to that 
of the monastery, but designed for 
the family,” he said.

Father Basil feels that 
homeschooling provides an ideal 

venue for opening the luminous 
treasure chest of Catholicism 
before the inquisitive minds of 
young children. 

“We are talking about the 
salvation of souls here,” Fr. Basil 
said. “Homeschooling allows 
parents to infuse each course with 
the truths of our religion. A lot 
of the Catholic homeschooling 
programs out there are designed 
specifically to help children learn 
to see with the ‘eye of faith.’ They 
are directed towards a divine 
being, who cares for each and 
every fiber of their beings. This 
Catholic point-of-view really sinks 
in to the children’s hearts and 
minds, and makes a difference 
in their lives—a difference that 
remains.”

He also believes that 
homeschooling allows parents 
to embrace the Church’s most 
profound mandate to be the “first 
teachers” of their children.

“Parents are called to be the 
‘first teachers’ of their children 
by forming them in the Catholic 
faith, and in other aspects of life,” 
Fr. Basil explained. “It is only by 
God’s good grace that we have 
the privilege to direct the lives, 
hearts and minds of children to 
Him. What chance will they have, 
growing up in this culture, if they 
don’t have someone to teach them 
that they have a God who created 
them so beautiful, and destined 
them for heaven?”

In the end, Fr. Basil shared his 
gratitude for all Catholics who 
devote themselves to bringing 
God’s mercy to our young people. 

“All praise be to God for all of 
the wonderful teachers, in public, 
private and home schools, who are 
not afraid to proclaim the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to their students,” 
Fr. Basil said.

Enhancing the faith through homeschooling
Catholic curriculums offer options

 Catholic Home Educators of Bismarck Mandan gathered for a Mass last fall with Bishop Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.                                                                                Submitted photos

The homeschool co-op group called Catholic Schoolhouse gathered for a group photo this past spring.
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By Annika Martel
I have been homeschooled 

my entire life and I realize that 
homeschooling brings me closer to 
Jesus and strengthens my Catholic 
faith. Through homeschooling, my 
faith and relationship with Him 
has been strengthened in several 
ways such as having fl exible 
schedules, the ability to choose 
my curriculum, and by having the 
time and freedom to do religious 
things with my family. 

Homeschooling has allowed 
me to have a fl exible schedule so I 
can attend activities that help me 
grow in my faith. Since I have an 
adjustable schedule I often lector 
for daily Masses and I am also able 
to attend adoration and receive 
the sacrament of confession 
frequently. I am able to do these 
things because homeschooling 
allows me to take time from 
my studies and to fi nish them 
later in the day. I recently went 
on a fi eld trip where I had the 
opportunity to meet with one of 
the sisters and mother superior 
of the Carmel of the Holy Face 
Monastery in Hague. I was able 
to have a conversation with them 
and they helped me know Him 
better as they gave me advice on 
how to listen to Him when we are 
seeking answers. I also met the 
Little Sisters of the Poor, who care 
for poor seniors, and they gave 
me advice on how to remember 
that Jesus is in everyone and that 
we must always be patient. Since 
I have a fl exible schedule, I have 
had a variety of religious event 
opportunities. 

My faith continues to be 
enhanced especially through my 
curriculum. Homeschooling has 
given us the freedom to choose 
what curriculum we think will 
better our family’s minds and 
souls. Ever since kindergarten 

I have used Seton Home Study 
School, a strong Catholic program 
whose curriculum always includes 
religious aspects. Seton has been a 
blessing for me because it always 
has a Catholic perspective in 
courses such as literature, history, 
and science, as well as always 
having pictures of the saints or 
Jesus in their books.  Between the 
fl exibility and choosing my own 
classes, I have had the privilege 
of studying the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, Church history, 
Bible history, and am currently 
studying Catholic doctrine. The 
religion classes I partake in really 
help me to not only learn about 
my faith, but also how to defend 
it. I was recently confi rmed and I 
felt fully prepared because I have 
a deep love for Christ, His Church, 
and am ready to defend Him. I 
accredit these things to my solid 
faith-based curriculum, especially 
my religion courses.  Seton has 
been a true blessing for me and I 
will continue to be enrolled until I 
graduate high school. 

Since I homeschool, I have also 
been able to set my own pace in 
school, focus on my work, and thus 
have more time to do religious 

activities with my family. I 
am able to do things with 
my younger siblings such 
as read them a religious 
book on the saint of the 
day or even make a saintly 
craft. Sometimes I will 
take my siblings to the 
kitchen and we will make 
food that honors one of 
the saints such as sheep 
cookies for Saint Agnes 
or tacos and Mexican rice 
for Saint Juan Diego. This 
brings the saint, to life for 
my siblings and helps me 
grow in knowledge and 
appreciation of the various 
virtues they practiced. I 
hope that these practices 
will lead us all to more 
virtuous lives. 

I have grown to love 
homeschooling very much 
because now I really see 
how being taught at home 
has helped my faith grow. My 
fl exible schedule, personalized 
curriculum, and extra family 
time are parts of homeschooling 
that make it the best fi t for me. I 
am truly grateful that I have had 
the option to homeschool as it 

has helped me establish a strong 
relationship with Him.

Annika is in the ninth grade 
and the daughter of Brandon and 
Jessica Martel of Bismarck. 

Student Essay
How homeschooling enhances my Catholic faith

One in ten children will be sexually abused before their 18th birthday.  You can never protect your child fully from ever being 
sexually abused, but you can do a lot to reduce your child’s vulnerability to sexual abuse and increase the chances they’ll tell 
you after something happens.  It is just as important to talk to your kids about body safety as it is to talk to them about looking 
both ways before crossing the street.  Given the statistics, your child is much more likely to be molested than to be hit by a car 
when crossing the street.

Ways of Approaching the Conversation

1. Frame the conversation for yourself as a way of loving your child. You don’t want to scare them (or yourself) in the 
process.  Try starting from a loving place and not a scared place to help create the calm environment for your child.  
Speak from a calm, casual, and loving frame of mind when having these conversations. Reading books together can be a 
helpful bridge into these topics. Check out the bookstore to find one that feels like a good fit. 

2. Begin talking to them as young as 2 years old. This may seem very early but children under 12 are most at risk at 4 
years old.  Young children understand and remember a lot more than adults usually realize. For example, when giving a 
bath, tell them where their private parts are and that the parent is seeing and touching them to clean them but that 
normally nobody should.

3. Teach them the actual names of their private parts. When you begin teaching them parts of their body like ears, eyes, 
and toes, also teach them the real names of their private parts like “vagina” and “penis” and not their “cute” names. This 
gives them the right words to use if someone is hurting them and makes sure the person being told understands what’s 
happening.

4. Teach them that private parts are special. When talking about this topic, it’s important to not create a taboo or dirty 
feeling around their private parts. Instead parents can teach their child that their private parts are so special that they’re 
just for them and no one else, unless someone is helping them keep their private parts clean, safe, or healthy.

5. Explain that NO ONE should physically hurt them, and they should trust their instincts. 90% of child sexual abuse 
is perpetrated by someone they know.  It can be anyone. Unfortunately, nobody is on the safe list. In fact, children are 
most vulnerable with family members and acquaintances. Make sure your child knows that no one can hurt their bodies 
no matter who they’re with – even when they’re with their parent. Support your child in trusting their gut instinct. By 
trusting their intuition, children will both be more empowered around making their own choices about who’s safe instead of 
relying primarily on what a parent told them. 

But Here’s the Most Important Thing To Do.  If you remember nothing else, remember this – these conversations should be 
ongoing, open, and casual.

Safety Is More Than Crossing The Street

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is 

fi rmly committed to the health 
and protection of our children, 
young people and vulnerable 
adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual 
abuse in the Catholic Church, 
we encourage anyone who has 
suff ered from this abuse to please 
come forward and let us know. 
To report allegations of sexual 
abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, 
PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-
1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 
1.877.405.7435. The complaint 
form and policies can be found on 
the diocesan web site at http://
www.bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be 

exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether 
diocesan or parish, and volunteers 
are held accountable for their 
behavior.  To enable the highest 
level of accountability, there must 
be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. 
To this end, this Code of Conduct 
is defi ned for the Diocese of 
Bismarck and it provides a 
foundation for implementing 
eff ective and enforceable 
standards for all personnel. View 
the Code of Conduct at http://
www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Annika Martel
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bisonCatholic banquets in the diocese
Events on Oct. 3 in Bismarck and Oct. 10 in Dickinson

Some people might not 
realize that NDSU has more 
vocations than football wins. 
The Fargo university might be a 
powerhouse on the football fi eld, 
but it’s nothing compared to their 
accomplishments within campus 
ministry.

Priests you know, Msgr. Chad 
Gion, Msgr. Patrick Schumacher, 
Msgr. Thomas Richter, and many 
others started their vocation at 
NDSU. Forming these future 
leaders, St. Paul’s Newman Center, 
known as bisonCatholic, reaches 

young adults through vital campus 
ministry. In the last six years, 
14 men from bisonCatholic have 
entered the seminary to discern 
the priesthood. Other students 
graduate and return home; 
bringing a Catholic presence to 
their workplaces and homes as 
engineers, nurses, parents and 
active members of their church. 
Campus ministry is changing our 
parishes’ future. 

Come be a part of this exciting 
ministry for the church by joining 
bisonCatholic at their fall banquets 

in Bismarck on Thursday, Oct. 
3 at the University of Mary and 
in Dickinson at the Ramada by 
Wyndham Grand Dakota Hotel 
on Thursday, Oct. 10. The keynote 
speaker for Bismarck is John 
Leyendecker, Director of Mission 
at Holy Family School of Faith 
Institute, and, in Dickinson, David 
Richman, NDSU Men’s Head 
Basketball Coach and convert, will 
be speaking. Registration is free 
and can be found online at www.
bisonCatholic.org or by calling the 
Newman Center at 701-235-0142. 

About the Newman Center
St. Paul’s Newman Center, 

located in Fargo, exists to serve the 
students of NDSU as a spiritual 
home away from home during 
their college experience. Through 
the sacraments and authentic 
friendships, we are facilitating an 
encounter with Jesus Christ and 
his Church. The Newman Center is 
changing hearts and changing lives 
and forming future leaders.

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Hildegard
Location: Menoken
Date/time: Sunday, Sept. 8, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Menu: Sausage, roast beef, coleslaw, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, buns, pies and more 
Cost: Adults $12, children ages 4-10 $5, free for 
ages 3 and under 
Includes: Mass at 10 a.m., entertainment and raffl  e

St. Mary
Location: Hague
Date/time: Sunday, Sept. 8, 5 p.m.
Menu: Swiss steak, hamburger-rice dressing, 
homemade pie, and all the trimmings
Includes: Bingo at 6:30 p.m. in the K of C Hall and 
raffl  e
 
St. Anthony
Location: Linton (K of C Hall)
Date/time: Sunday, Sept. 15, 4 to 6:45 p.m.
Menu: Fried chicken, ham, hamburger rice, 
mashed potatoes, and variety of desserts, all the 
trimmings
Includes: silent auction, bingo at the parish center 
starting at 5:15 p.m. and raffl  e drawing at KC Hall 
at 7:30 p.m. 
Cost: Adults $12, children 6-12 years $6, and 5 and 
under free

St. Vincent de Paul
Location: Mott
Date/time: Sunday, Sept. 15, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, turkey, all the trimmings, pie
Includes: Mass at 10 a.m., cake walk, kid’s games, 
basket auction 
Cost: Free-will off ering

St. Bonaventure
Location: Underwood 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Menu: Fried chicken, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
salad bar, vegetable, homemade pies, desserts 
and beverage
Cost: Adults $10, children 6-12 years $5, and 5 and 
under free

St. Anne
Location: Bismarck 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Egg bake breakfast
Cost: Free-will off ering
Includes: Baked goods and craft sale after the 4:30 
Mass on Saturday, Oct. 5, raffl  e drawing at 12:30 
p.m. on Sunday

St. Martin
Location: Center (civic center)
Date/time: Sunday, Sept. 29, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
vegetables, buns and dessert
Cost: Free-will off ering
Includes: Polka Mass at 10 a.m., cake walk, craft 
and produce table, kid’s games

St. Martin
Location: Hazen
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, buns, 
pie and ice cream
Includes: raffl  e

Sacred Heart
Location: Wilton (Memorial Hall)
Date/time:  Sunday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, salads, 
buns and pie 
Cost: Adults $10, children 4-10 $5, children 3 and 
under free
Includes: Chinese auction, kids games, pumpkin 
walk

St. Anthony
Location: St. Anthony 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, Noon 
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen 
and trimmings 
Cost: Adults $10, children 3-12 $5, children under 
3 free
Includes: Mass at 11 a.m., Verein Hall activities 
from 12:30 to 4 p.m. of bingo, silent auction, 

paddle wheel and other games, ending with 
drawings for parish and Christian Mothers raffl  es. 
St. Anthony Church is now handicap accessible.

Sts. Peter & Paul
Location: Strasburg 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 4:30 p.m. 
Menu: Fried chicken, country-style sausage, rice 
dressing with all the trimmings, homemade pies 
and desserts
Cost: Adults (grade 7 and up) $12, children (grades 
K-6) $6; preschool $2
Includes: Parish marketplace, bingo, raffl  e

St. Katherine
Location: Braddock 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 13, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
hamburger rice, coleslaw, carrots, relishes, 
homemade buns and pie
Cost: Adults $12, grades 1-8 $6, under six free
Includes: silent auction, raffl  e and bingo at the 
community hall beginning at 5:30 p.m.

St. Mary
Location: Bismarck 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 13, 4 to 6 p.m. 
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy, 
green bean casserole, dinner rolls, pumpkin and 
apple pie, angel food cake, beverages
Cost: Adults $11, ages 3-8 $5
Includes: Silent auction

St. Nicholas
Location: Garrison
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 20, 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, pork, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
coleslaw, vegetables, dessert
Cost: Adults $12, children (6-12) $6, ages 5 and 
under free

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Faith involves supporting others in need
“Get used to the new normal!” 
“What is that?” one friend queried. 
“Well the weather is going to change. 

Depending on your situation, it is going to be 
too dry, too wet, too hot, too cool. Very rarely, 
is it going to be just right—and never just right 
for everybody,” came the reply.  

As I listened to the exchange around the 
coff ee table (and heard lots of other solutions 
to the local, state and world problems) I 
deduced that agriculture (and all other 
vocations) is chocked full of “mono-vision.”  

It is easy to congregate, complaining about 
this, that and the other thing. Yet, in the grand 
scope of the world, what have I done to insulate 
myself from the negativity of the “poor me” 
discussion? 

Perhaps, the growing conditions are not 
perfect; the rain has not come exactly when I 
needed it or perhaps the moisture came when 

it was harvest time. These kinds of situations, 
and many others, directly impact business 
success: bushels or tonnage per acre or pounds 
of weight raised. 

Yet, at the end of the day, I ask myself how 
important this is. Is my situation worse or 
better than that of my sisters and brothers in 
life? And, really, why should I compare my 
situation with those around me? Is the result 
of the comparison going to make me a better 
person? 

Money may give one earthly power and 
prestige. Yet, on that fi nal day of judgement 
before God, will I be able to say I helped those 
in need? Did I feed the hungry, clothe the 
naked, shelter the homeless, welcome strangers 
and visit those in need? 

My concerns should center on the needs of 
family, friends and neighbors. Am I empathetic 
to the needs of others? Do I see the struggles of 
others and reach out to help as needed, off ering 

unconditional love as 
Jesus did while here on 
earth? 

Recently, I witnessed special families endure 
the pain of separation to death of young loved 
ones. The shock of unexpected loss can be 
overwhelming, self-defeating and asking God, 
“Why me?” It is not easy, but the focus on faith 
is a gift from God. 

Yet, I am called to put that faith into action. 
As St. James (2:14) noted, “What good is it, my 
brothers, if someone says he has faith but does 
not have works? Can that faith save him?” 

God asks more of me. My actions need to be 
synchronized with faith. 

Care to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on the family farm in 
Billings County. They are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations there as 
well as at the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 
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Most people recognize the importance of 
obtaining consent before retrieving organs 
from the bodies of deceased persons. They also 
understand the necessity of showing respect for 
those bodily remains following death.

Recent news stories have chronicled the 
troubling story of a funeral home in Colorado 
clandestinely taking body parts out of corpses 
and selling them to medical supply companies. 
One family was horrifi ed to learn that their 
mother’s head, arms, pelvis, and parts of 
her legs had been harvested without their 
knowledge or consent. They and others are 
now suing the company. The funeral home had 
been selling body parts to places as far away 
as Saudi Arabia, and returning containers of 
ashes to the families that did not contain any 
actual trace of their loved ones. 

The public outcry following these 
revelations, and the subsequent FBI 
investigation and legal prosecution of the 
funeral home directors, reminds us how easy 
it is to transgress important moral boundaries 
when we fail to respect the remains of the 
deceased.

Indeed, legal measures can remind us of our 
duties towards the dead, whether through laws 
that criminalize grave robbing, for example, or 
those forbidding the use of executed persons’ 
bodies for research. A few years ago, Chinese 
offi  cials were timing the capital punishment 
of their prisoners in order to harvest their 
organs as soon as well-paying foreigners had 
arrived in Chinese hospitals to receive those 
transplanted body parts. International pressure 
quickly mounted to ban the practice. 

While it is clear that we shouldn’t kill 
others for the purpose of obtaining their 
organs or body parts, it should be equally 
clear that when an intentional act of killing 
has already taken place, and a cadaver is 
available, valid informed consent is still 

required prior to harvesting bodily tissues. 
All ethically sound research involving human 
subjects is predicated upon informed consent, 
which needs to be given either by the donors 
themselves before they die, or by their duly 
appointed proxy, acting on behalf of, and in the 
best interests of, the deceased individual.

When it comes to extracting cells or 
organs from the corpse of a deceased child 
at an abortion clinic, however, these ethical 
requirements for consent cannot legitimately 
be satisfi ed. 

Some have been tempted to argue that 
aborted children “would have consented” to 
organ donation if they had been given the 
chance, since those organs are no longer 
needed by them after death. But if the 
justifi cation for harvesting fetal organs is 
alleged to be the implied consent of the child, 
this has to be characterized as a false, even 
violent, presumption. The activity of harvesting 
tissues under these circumstances would only 
exacerbate the original evil act that terminated 
the child’s life. Taking cells or tissues without 
consent would be a callous extension of the 
original desecration of his or her bodily life.

Additionally, it is important to recognize 
that even if the mother of an intentionally 
aborted child were to sign the dotted line 
saying she granted her permission for the 
baby’s cells and organs to be donated, that 
consent would necessarily be null and 
void. Because she arranged for the taking 
of the child’s life, she already categorically 
demonstrated that she does not have the 
child’s best interests in mind. From the ethical 
vantage point, she disqualifi es herself from 
being able to provide valid consent on behalf of 
her now-deceased child by the very decision to 
have the abortion in the fi rst place.

While the action of taking bodily tissues 
without consent would be a lesser evil than 

the act of killing, 
this does not lead to 
the conclusion that we can therefore permit 
or encourage fetal corpse raiding at abortion 
clinics simply because we have some good use 
in mind, like pushing forward the frontiers 
of biological knowledge, or producing a new 
vaccine or even developing an important 
therapy for a serious disease.

Wherever cells from directly aborted fetuses 
are used in research or product development, 
alternative and ethically non-controversial cell 
sources should instead be pursued, using, for 
example, cells obtained from routine surgeries 
like the removal of an appendix, or foreskin 
removal during newborn circumcision, or fetal 
remains following a spontaneous miscarriage, 
after valid informed consent is able to be 
properly obtained from the parents. Consent 
given after the natural loss of a pregnancy 
would be analogous to granting permission for 
an organ donation from a couple’s naturally 
deceased newborn.

Even though signifi cant scientifi c 
breakthroughs may have occurred in the 
past using illicitly gained cells and tissues 
from direct abortions, this cannot ethically 
sanitize this approach to tissue procurement, 
nor justify the continuation of the practice 
in the future. In fact, outlawing the use of 
the remains of abortion victims by scientists 
and researchers would be a small but highly 
important fi rst step towards showing proper 
societal respect for the many unborn children 
who unjustly perish in abortion clinics today.
    Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck.  See www.
ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

Showing respect for bodily remains following death

Discalced Carmelite nuns called home
Cloistered order returned to South Dakota closing the monastery near Hague

The discalced Carmelite nuns 
who had begun a monastery of 
cloistered, contemplative religious 
in the diocese moved back to 
their monastery in August to 
Alexandria, South Dakota from 
which they originally came.

The group had established a 
monastery northeast of Hague in 
Emmons County for the past fi ve 
years—Carmel of the Holy Face 
of Jesus— which has now been 
closed. The sisters have vacated 
the property owned by the diocese 
and expressed their sincere 
appreciation for the support they 
received while here.

Mother Mary Baptist wrote in a 
letter to friends and benefactors, 
“When we fi rst came to the 
Diocese of Bismarck fi ve years 
ago, we enthusiastically set about 
arranging things so that we could 
remain for at least 100 years and 
all of you have been so supportive 
and generous in helping us.”

She went on to explain that 
God was blessing the eff orts that 
the sisters were putting forth as 
they established their home in 
the diocese. They thought God 
was answering the prayer for 
the permanent establishment of 
the Carmel of the Holy Face of 
Jesus. However, Mother Mary 
wrote that, in time, the nuns were 

“faced with the possibility that 
maybe the answer to this prayer 
is no—such are the mysterious 
designs of God’s Will. We are not 
obliged to understand why things 
turn out the way they do but just 
to cooperate with them when His 
Will becomes apparent.”

The issue came down to 
numbers. The convent established 
in the diocese didn’t have the 
required minimum number of 
nuns to remain open. With the 
instruction for contemplative nuns 
(Cor Orans) which was issued 
from the order’s superiors in May 
of 2018, the minimum number of 
professed sisters required to be 
able to have a novitiate and receive 
new members is fi ve. There were 
just four sisters at the convent 
in Hague and the monastery in 
Alexandria does not have any 
other sisters to send.

Included in the farewell 
correspondence, Mother Mary 
addressed what she referred to 
as “practical matters” including 
what is to become of the Mass 
stipends, perpetual prayers, 
donated items and building funds. 
She welcomes continued prayers 
for the sisters and an increase in 
vocations to the contemplative life. 
She also assures every one of their 
continued prayers for the people of 

the Bismarck Diocese. 
For those who would like 

to continue participating in 
Carmelite novenas and request 
prayers, may contact the sisters at: 
Carmelite Monastery, PO Box 67, 
Alexandria, SD, 57311.

In concluding sentiments of 
the farewell letter, Mother Mary 
wrote that the objective from 
their arrival in 2014 remains even 
if it doesn’t mean a permanent 
home here. “Our main objective 
in establishing a monastery here 

was not just to build a monastic 
structure for ourselves. We wanted 
to build faith in the hearts of 
individuals, of families and of 
parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Bismarck and all of you who 
write and call from across the 
United States and beyond. This 
has been our main goal and we 
will continue to strive to fulfi ll it 
just the same, but from a diff erent 
geographical location. There are 
no state boundaries where God’s 
love is concerned.”

File photo 
Discalced Carmelite nuns established a monastery in the diocese in 2014 near Hague. 
They spent their time almost exclusively in prayer, secluded in their monastery. 
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Misinformation and false 
claims seem to abound lately 
like the summer grass. From 
abortion lawsuits, to Planned 
Parenthood education programs, 
to immigration border crisis, the 
news has been fi lled with partial, 
misleading or just plain false 
information.

Although all deserve attention, 
this month’s column focuses on the 
new ethics law passed in November 
and legislation just passed to help 
put it into eff ect. Knowing the truth 
about the new law will contribute 
to your ability to participate in the 
political process with confi dence.

Claim:  The legislature had no 
authority to defi ne “ultimate and 
true source” when it comes to what 
lobbying and election contributions 
have to be disclosed. Some people 
claim that the parameters of the 
disclosure law should be left to the 
new ethics commission.

Truth:  The express language 
of Measure 1, now Article XIV of 
the state constitution, gives the 
Legislative Assembly—and only the 
Legislative Assembly—the power 
and duty to defi ne the terms so that 
they can be implemented in a clear 
and legally enforceable manner. 
In fact, the proponents of Measure 
1 admitted as such more than 10 
times as in public interviews before 
the election.

Claim: By defi ning “ultimate and 
true source” as money knowingly 
given solely for lobbying or 
campaigns, the legislature created 
a loophole whereby someone could 
hide a contribution by bundling 
it with money used for another 
purpose. This is absolutely false. 
If someone intentionally gives 

$200 or more for lobbying or a 
campaign the contribution must be 
reported. Mixing it with money for 
other purposes does not create an 
exception.

The “solely” language is 
vitally important. Without it, 
contributions made to the general 
operation of an organization, 
such as a church, would all have 
to be disclosed if the organization 
used some of the money to 
express a position on a public 
issue. The privacy of parishioners 
and charitable givers would be 
unnecessarily violated and religious 
and charitable organizations would 
be discouraged from participating 
in society.

Some of the proponents of 
Measure 1 said that they were 
not interested in those names, 
but no better legislative solution 
presented itself. Keep in mind, 
however, that one spokesperson for 
Measure 1 stated that the Catholic 
Church “liked dark money” and 
should be forced to reveal who was 
paying for its “political actions.” In 
other words, the individual wanted 
your name. Apparently, speaking 
out for human life, religious 
freedom and the poor is using your 
“dark money” and you should be 
harassed for it.

In short, “solely” was needed 
to protect the privacy of general 
donors and make Article XIV 
workable.

Claim:  By limiting the defi nition 
of “lobbyist” to individuals required 
to register as lobbyists under the 
Century Code other “lobbyists” can 
skirt the ban on lobbyists giving 
gifts to legislators.

Truth:  The claim is partly 

true, but is mostly a nonsensical 
statement made to sound bad.

Article XIV bans gifts from 
lobbyists to public offi  cials, but it 
does not defi ne “lobbyist.” The only 
defi nition of “lobbyist” in the law is 
the one that exists in the Century 
Code that requires individuals 
who represent someone else on 
a legislative matter to register as 
a “lobbyist.” In a sense, there is 
no such thing, legally, as a non-
registered lobbyist.   

This makes sense and protects 
your ability to participate in the 
democratic process. Without a 
limiting defi nition, anyone could 
be considered a “lobbyist” and 
unknowingly be subjected to all 
kinds of laws and penalties.

Claim: The defi nition of lobbyist 
allows organizations who hire 
lobbyists to give gifts to public 
offi  cials.  

Truth:  This is true, but Article 
XIV did not ban organizations 
who hire lobbyists from giving 
gifts. It expressly banned gift-
giving only by lobbyists. If the 
legislature banned organizations 
from giving gifts, it would have 
gone beyond the mandate of Article 
XIV. Keep in mind, however, that 
those “gifts” would still have to be 
disclosed under Article XIV if they 
were over $200 and were for the 
purpose of lobbying or infl uencing 
government action.

Claim:  Article XIV and the 
implementing legislation created 
a loophole that allows former 
lobbyists to serve on the ethics 
commission.

Truth:  True, but it is not a 
loophole. This issue goes back to 

the lack of 
defi nition of 
“lobbyist” in 
Article XIV. Without a defi nition, 
anyone could be called a “lobbyist” 
and be barred from serving on the 
ethics commission. By defi ning 
“lobbyist” as those individuals 
required to register as lobbyists 
under the Century Code, the 
implementing legislation allows 
more individuals to serve on the 
ethics commission.

Someone who is a lobbyist under 
the law, however, may not always 
be a lobbyist, just like I would 
no longer be an attorney if I did 
not pay my bar dues each year. 
The lobbyist registration period 
is for one year. Someone who has 
stopped representing others in the 
legislative process, and therefore 
not required to register as a 
lobbyist, can serve on the ethics 
commission.

This does not mean that the 
ethics commission will be stacked 
with former lobbyists. Article XIV 
requires that the governor, the 
senate majority leader, and the 
senate minority leader choose, by 
consensus, who serves on the ethics 
commission. The “check” on too 
many former lobbyists rests with 
them.

Sometimes it seems like the 
campaign over Measure 1 is still 
being fought. Unfortunately, that 
means that, as during a political 
campaign, you should not always 
believe what you read or hear.

   Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in mat-
ters of public policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Clarifi cation on the new ethics law

  

  Vocations Benefi t Breakfast Sept. 15
The Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club is holding their 
annual religious vocations benefi t breakfast on 
Sunday, Sept. 15 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at St. Mary’s 
Academy (formerly St. Mary’s Central High School) 
at 1025 North 2nd Street. Menu includes pancakes, 
sausage and eggs. There will also be a bake sale. 
Cost is $8 for adults, $4 for children (age 10 and 
under) and free for children under age 3. The Serra 
Club of Bismarck and Mandan has been supporting 
religious vocations for more than 50 years.

  Dakota Hope Clinic banquet Sept. 16 
Dakota Hope Clinic in Minot will welcome noted 
debater, pro-life advocate, and renowned Catholic 
apologist Trent Horn as keynote speaker for its 
2019 annual fundraising banquet. The banquet is 
Monday, Sept. 16 at the State Fair Event Center in 
Minot. The event is free and open to the public, but 
registration is required; for information or to register, 
call 701-852-4675 or click on the Partner With Us tab 
at www.dakotahopeclinic.org. 

  Post-abortive support 
Dakota Hope Clinic of Minot off ers individual 
and group sessions for women who seek peace 
and healing after a past abortion experience. The 
eight-week group session will begin Monday, 
Sept. 23 from 6-8 p.m. For more information or to 
register, call Dakota Hope at 701-852-4675, click 
on the Partner With Us tab at www.dakotahope.
org, or send a confi dential text to 978-705-3421. 
Pre-registration is required and the location will be 
disclosed only to those who register for the group 
session. All services at Dakota Hope Clinic are 100% 
free and confi dential.  

  Banquets in diocese for bisonCatholic
St. Paul’s Newman Center on the campus of NDSU 
in Fargo, known as bisonCatholic, reaches young 
adults through vital campus ministry. Come be 

a part of this exciting ministry for the church by 
joining bisonCatholic at their fall banquets in 
Bismarck on Thursday, Oct. 3 at the University of 
Mary and in Dickinson at the Ramada by Wyndham 
Grand Dakota Hotel on Thursday, Oct. 10. The 
keynote speaker for Bismarck is John Leyendecker, 
Director of Mission at Holy Family School of Faith 
Institute, and, in Dickinson, David Richman, NDSU 
Men’s Head Basketball Coach and convert, will be 
speaking. Registration is free and can be found 
online at www.bisonCatholic.org or by calling the 
Newman Center at 701-235-0142. 

  St. Vincent de Paul walk/run Oct. 6 
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul of the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit is holding their annual Friends of 
the Poor 5K Walk/Run on Sunday, Oct. 6 beginning 
at 1 p.m. at Sertoma Park in Bismarck. Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit’s St. Vincent de Paul Conference helps 
the poor and those in crisis situations. The society is 
funded entirely by donations from the community 
and run by volunteers. To register for the event, go 
to www.fopwalk.org. You may either register ahead 
of time by clicking “Get Tickets” or register and pay 
at the event.

  Women’s retreat Oct. 12
All women are invited to a women’s retreat entitled 
“Surrender to Grace” at the Church St. Nicholas in 
Garrison on Saturday, Oct. 12. Registration opens at 
8 a.m. with Mass at 8:30 a.m. The day includes a light 
breakfast, lunch, Eucharistic adoration, confession, 
rosary, Chaplet of Divine Mercy. There will be four 
speakers—Monica Hannan, Shelly Preszler, Roxane 
Salonen and Patti Armstrong. Watch for more details 
in next month’s issue.

  Search weekends 
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat 
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of 
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high 

school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp 
just south of Medora. Upcoming weekends for 2019-
20 are: Oct. 10-13; Dec. 12-15; Jan. 16-19; March 5-8; 
and April 16-19. More information can be found at 
www.bismarckdiocese.com/search1.

  THIRST 2019 Oct. 25-27
Join us October 25-27 at the Bismarck Event Center 
for THIRST 2019. This exciting and free event has 
something for all ages and backgrounds. Featured 
guests include: Archbishop Allen Vigneron, 
Archbishop of Detroit; Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, 
known as the “Dynamic Deacon;” Curtis Martin, 
founder and CEO of the Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students (FOCUS). Still more include: Fr. 
Leo Patalinghug, Dr. Edward Sri, Kendra Tierney of 
“Catholic All Year,” Amanda Zurface, from Covenant 
Eyes, an anti-pornography program, and others. Cat.
Chat is also returning for children’s entertainment. 
Go to the diocesan website at bismarckdiocese.
com/thirst2019 for details and to register. The event 
is free and open to the public.

 White Mass Oct. 22
The public is invited to attend the Bismarck 
Diocese’s annual White Mass, which will be held 
on Monday, Oct. 21 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit in Bismarck. The special Mass honors 
physicians and those involved in the medical fi eld.

  Health fair Oct. 24
A health, wellness and education fair will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 24 at the Church of Corpus Christi 
in Bismarck from 8 a.m. to noon. Flu shots will be 
available (bring Medicare B card), along with other 
screenings and information. Free paper shredding 
up to 100 pounds will be available. Door prizes 
and refreshments served. The event is open to the 
public. For more information, call 255-4600.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Do animals or plants have souls?

Like many catechists, I have been asked time and again whether 
one’s pet will be in heaven? This is a good question because it gets 
at something deeper: does my pet have an immortal soul? Will my 
pet exist after it dies?

During my time in Williston, I got to know a few of the non-Catholic pastors, 
some of which became good friends with whom I would go out hunting. On 
one occasion while a Baptist pastor and I were returning from the gun range, 
I asked him this question: “How do you answer children when they ask you 
if their pet is going to be in heaven?” Keep in mind that his wife worked at 
a veterinarian clinic and they had a dog and a couple of cats in the house. 
In his answer he pulled from diff erent passages in the Bible and said that it 
is possible pets could be in heaven. Then he turned to me and asked how 
I answer the same question. I was hoping he would. “I just say dogs go to 
heaven, and cats go to hell.” It caught him off  guard and we both laughed. 

Even though I was joking and I’m still not fond of house cats, I’ve learned to 
give a more theological response. 

The soul represents the “life force” which keeps a being alive. Once the soul 
is gone, so is the life gone from the body. The thing is dead. In this sense, 
animals do have souls and so do plants. Nevertheless, any human being with 
common sense knows that animal souls are diff erent than plant souls and 
both are diff erent than human souls. The Church has always taught that God 
created man and woman in His image and likeness with dominion over sea 
creatures, animals, bugs, etc. (Gen. 1:26). We were created as intellectual and 
rational beings and therefore are very diff erent than plants and animals; our 
souls are immortal. 

Dr. Richard Geraghty on EWTN answers the question further: “One principle 
is that all living things have a soul. Here soul is defi ned as what makes an 
organic body live. Now when any living thing dies, its soul is separated from 
its body. In the case of plants and animals the soul goes out of existence. 

But in the case of man, the soul remains in existence because it is a spiritual 
or immaterial thing. Consequently, it diff ers from the souls of animals in 
two important respects. First, it is the seat of intelligence or reason. For this 
reason, a man is held responsible for his actions in a way that animals are not. 
Secondly, the soul is immortal.”

Dr. Geraghty’s response lines up with many Catholic theologians’ thought 
found through the centuries, including the great St. Thomas Aquinas. 
Therefore, his answer has enormous weight even though the Church has 
never offi  cially declared that pets will be or will not be in heaven.

Most of us are familiar with Isaiah 11, often heard around Christmas time. 
This passage speaks about the shoot from the stump of Jesse, namely Jesus, 
who will bring about a peaceful kingdom. This passage alludes to what the 
heavenly kingdom will look like. In that chapter, Isaiah states that “the wolf 
shall be a guest of the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young 
goat; The calf and the young lion shall browse together, with a little child to 
guide them. The cow and the bear shall graze, together their young shall lie 
down; the lion shall eat hay like the ox. The baby shall play by the viper’s den, 
and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair.” This may be an allegory for how 
peaceful the kingdom of God is, but it may also allude to something more. 

Also, in Revelation 19 we see Jesus riding a white horse as He is bringing to 
conclusion humanity’s victory over the powers of the evil one. From these 
passages and others, we see that there most likely will be animals in heaven. 
Will they be our pets? Probably not. Yet we know, if God re-creates our pets in 
some way, they will not have gotten there because they chose God. Animals 
cannot make rational choices, for they have no free will. Animals and plants 
cannot sin. 

As a culture we have grown to love animals more and more, which isn’t 
necessarily a bad thing. The aff ection we have for animals is an extension of 
the aff ection we have for human life. Yet, we recognize that this can become 
disordered, and, in fact, it has become so. Some animals now have more 
rights than some human beings. We save the eagles, turtles and dolphins, 
but we take the lives of our brothers and sisters who are handicapped or 
in the womb. We must always remember that the dignity of human life is 
greater than that of animals. Otherwise, we will all become more concerned 
about our pets going to heaven then the eternal salvation of the neighbor 
across the street. We must always love the human being before we love the 
pet. 

 Fr. Evinger is pastor of St. Joseph in Killdeer, St. Paul in Halliday and St. 
Joseph in Twin Buttes. If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the 
time to ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with 
the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOSEPH EVINGER

A:
Q:

CHAD PROSOSKI

Celebrate Catholic Charities Sunday

Catholic Charities

At the end of September, we 
celebrate Catholic Charities North 
Dakota Sunday. This year, the 
event is set for the weekend of 
Sept. 28-29 in parishes throughout 
North Dakota, including both the 
Bismarck and Fargo Dioceses. 
Our theme this year is “Strength 
in Community” because, working 
together, we can accomplish much 
more than any of us could on our 
own. Please join us at Mass in your 
church to raise awareness and 
support for those in need.

As the “social arm” of the 
Catholic Church, based on our 
values, we serve those in need 
and advocate for the common 
good of all. But, what does this 
mean? First, I want to stress that 
Catholic Charities North Dakota 
is local. We help people in your 
community, and this past year 
we served clients in 50 of the 53 
counties in North Dakota. Due to 
confi dentiality, we can’t tell you 
the names of people in your parish 
or community, but the odds are 
that we have helped someone you 
know personally.

Second, Catholic Charities 

North Dakota helps build and 
strengthen families. This past year, 
you helped us provide 229 total 
adoptions through our Pregnancy, 
Parenting, and Adoption Services 
(PPAS) and Adults Adopting 
Special Kids (AASK) programs. 
Thanks, in part, to your support 
these children received the 
greatest gift they could imagine, 
a forever family. Some of the 
families who adopt may not have 
been able to have children on their 
own, while many others simply 
remained open to life.

In addition, we have a growing 
counseling program that just 
added a new location in Valley 
City this year. Expanding this 
program takes a lot of investment 
and support from the churches, 
dioceses, donors and community. 
The reason we off er counseling, 
however, is because we see so 
many families that are hurting and 
people who are struggling, and we 
feel called to help them.

Third, Catholic Charities 
especially helps moms and 
children. We off er free pregnancy 
and parenting information to 

anyone who is expecting, and our 
dedicated and kind licensed staff  
will come visit women anywhere 
in North Dakota so that no one 
has to go through pregnancy 
alone. Each year, about half 
our pregnancy clients choose to 
parent, and roughly half choose 
to make an adoption plan. PPAS 
also provides adoption searches 
that can help reunite birthparents 
and adult children if they both 
wish to meet. Can you imagine 
the joy of meeting a birthparent 
or discovering unknown brothers 
or sisters and other family years 
later? Still, there are many more 
waiting families that wish to adopt 
an infant, and we currently have 
17 children in foster care for which 
our AASK program is seeking 
forever homes. Is the Lord perhaps 
calling you or someone you know 
to adoption?

Fourth, we assist victims of 
natural disasters in North Dakota 
and others in need. Through our 
connection with Catholic Charities 
USA, we can provide fi nancial 
assistance to communities aff ected 
by winds, fl oods and tornadoes. 

Everyone remembers the terrible 
fl ooding in Minot and Bismarck 
or Grand Forks and Fargo but 
we have also helped victims of 
straight-line wind storms, smaller 
fl oods and tornadoes in recent 
times. 

We also receive tens of 
thousands of dollars in requests 
from the poor for fi nancial 
assistance each year. While, 
for most of these people, we 
can only off er information 
and referrals, we are able to 
directly help make a diff erence 
in limited circumstances with 
small payments toward utilities, 
transportation, emergency phones, 
food and other items. We wish we 
could do more, and so we humbly 
ask again for your support during 
Catholic Charities Sunday on Sept. 
28-29.

 Prososki is the Director of Development 
and Community Relations for Catholic 
Charities North Dakota (CCND). For more 
than 90 years, CCND and its supporters have 
been putting their faith in action helping 
people and changing lives. Chad can be 
reached at info@catholicharitiesnd.org or 
701-235-4457. 
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Catholic Charities North Dakota  
Sunday

Coming to your parish on September 28-29Coming to your parish on September 28-29

701-235-4457
CatholicCharitiesND.org

 

With your help we 
can continue to serve 

more communities 
and people all across 

North Dakota by 
bringing awareness 
and support to the 

services we provide.
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Take a step to create  a safe 
haven in your home.

Join The Equipped 7-Day Challenge: A Digital 
Crash Course by texting SECURE to 66866 and 

receive  seven days of emailed digital tips!

Safe Haven Sunday
Equipping the Family, Safeguarding Children

November 2-3, 2019

Mike Klabo, FICF
Linton

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Sam Owan
Williston/Minot
701-609-1918

sam.owan@kofc.org

Carter Fong
Dickinson

701-300-2551
carter.fong@kofc.org

Jeremy Vidmar
Mandan/Dickinson
701-690-8372

jeremy.vidmar@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Catholic First. 
Catholic Always.

Founded by a priest in 1882
to protect Catholic families, 
the Knights of Columbus
continues its mission today.

Contact us to learn more

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E
L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E •  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S
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