
By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

When Paxtyn Steckler 
went in for a prenatal doctor’s 
appointment, she and her husband 
Zach received some deeply 
troubling news. 

“I was eight weeks along, and 
the doctors told us things weren’t 
looking good at all,” Paxtyn said. 
“They soon told me that our 
baby wouldn’t even make it to 
the second trimester because his 
organs were growing outside of his 
body, etc. Our baby, Maximilian 
Pio Steckler, ended up surviving 
until he was 36 weeks along. 
In April of 2018, he died in the 
delivery room after being baptized 
and confi rmed by my brother, Fr. 
Jadyn Nelson.” 

However, thanks to God’s 
amazing grace, the Stecklers 
were able to bring great good 
out of the trauma they endured. 
Their excruciating situation gave 
them the opportunity to stand up 
courageously for the Gospel of 
Life.

“The whole situation gave us 
a way to testify to our Catholic 
beliefs,” Paxtyn said. “Sadly, the 
doctors gave us multiple chances 
to abort him. We were very upset 
that they even suggested it, and we 
declined it every time. We believe 
that we were chosen to protect our 
son. We never even had to talk 
about what to do—we never even 
considered abortion as an option. 
Every unborn baby does matter, 
and should be valued.”  

Furthermore, the suff ering they 
went through ultimately led to 
the founding of a beautiful new 
ministry in our diocese named 
“Max’s Mission.” This ministry 
reaches out to parents in our 
diocese who have lost a child 
through miscarriage, stillbirth 
or infant loss. Its members 
assembled care packages to be 
distributed to grieving parents, 
which includes items such as: a 
notebook, blanket, framed picture 
of the Blessed Mother with Jesus 
in her womb, tissues, teddy bear, 
and folder of pastoral information 
about what to do during times of 
loss. Each priest in our diocese 
has been informed about Max’s 
Mission, and every parish has 
received a care package to keep on 
hand.  

The ministry is currently 
coordinated by the diocesan Offi  ce 
of Family Ministry. A grant was 
secured by the offi  ce to fund the 
initial batch of care packages. The 
ministry’s founder, Samantha 
Nelson, Paxtyn’s sister-in-law, 
and members of the Nelson family 
serve in advisory roles.   

“When we fi rst moved to 
Mandan in 2017, I sensed that 
the Lord was showing me that I 
needed to do something for those 
who lose a child,” Samantha 
said. “I was surprised at the 
idea because I have never lost a 
child and didn’t really have any 
connection with that type of loss. 
However, soon after I had the 
inspiration, Zach and Paxtyn lost 
their son. Then it all made sense to 

me.” 
Open to the promptings 

of the Holy Spirit, 
Samantha reached out to 
Tara Brooke and Christina 
Collins in the Offi  ce of 
Family Ministry. 

“Tara agreed that our 
diocese would really like 
to do something for those 
who lose a child, and we 
got started on the ministry 
right away,” Samantha 
explained. “I hope that 
this ministry grows 
abundantly, by the grace of 
God, and that it really helps 
parents who are grieving. I 
hope that it helps them to 
talk about their situation and 
fi nd guidance.”

According to Paxtyn, Max’s 
Mission is an ideal way to 
console grieving couples in 
their time of need, and let 
them know they are not alone.

“This type of ministry is much 
needed in our diocese,” she said. 
“When a couple loses a child, 
they often don’t know what to do. 
They have a lot of questions about 
how to handle a miscarriage, if 
and how to baptize their child, 
and what to do for the funeral. 
Hopefully, this ministry will help 
them so they don’t feel so lost and 
overwhelmed.”

Fr. Jadyn Nelson, who serves as 
President of Bishop Ryan Catholic 
Schools in Minot, cannot help but 
agree that God’s hand must be at 
work in this new ministry.

“It is a timely ministry, 
because for so many years, the 
Church has been behind the 
pro-life movement,” Fr. Nelson 
said. “This ministry will focus a 
spotlight on the Church’s teaching 
that human life is valuable and 
created by God, and He desires 
for it to be respected and treated 
with dignity. It will also inform 
grieving parents what the Catholic 
Church’s pastoral practices are in 

their situation, as well as how 
the Church can provide God’s 
consolation during times of 
mourning.” 

Looking back, Fr. Nelson is 
deeply grateful that he was able 
to be present at the time of Max’s 
death and help bring him home to 
his Heavenly Father.

“By the grace of God, we were 
able to baptize Max, and it was 
such a great consolation to our 
whole family,” Fr. Nelson shared. 
“It was such a blessing that I could 
be there for them.”

The experience also helped 
Fr. Nelson to see the need for 
priests to bring God’s mercy and 
compassion to couples who lose a 
child.

“This situation was a reminder 
to me of how much families need 
to have a priest with them during 
times like these,” Fr. Nelson 
said. “The fact that I was in the 
operating room with my sister 
so I could baptize Max was such 
a privilege, but it shouldn’t be a 
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Consoling those who mourn
Max’s Mission off ers help to grieving parents

Photos by Quinnlyn Nelson
 Care packages are available to be distributed to 
grieving parents in our diocese who have lost a 
child through miscarriage, stillbirth or infant loss.

Volunteers gathered to assemble the care packages that are made available to diocesan 
priests and parishes to give to grieving parents.
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We come to the month 
of October which 
can be one of the 

more beautiful months in the 
calendar year. The weather is 
usually not too cold, but it is 
cool, sunny and a bit breezy. 
We have frequent nights when 
frost appears on our grass, 
plants and the trees and shrubs 
become colorful and then drop 
their leaves. These annual signs 
in nature signal us that winter 
is coming when many things die 
or become dormant.

All this, I think, is a good 
reminder to us that our own 
earthly lives have a beginning 
in our mother’s wombs and 
then as we are born into this 
world and grow, live, develop, 

age and eventually die, we owe 
all to the mysterious goodness 
and mercy of God. He has given 
us life and all the graces we 
will need to become holy and 
virtuous people by coming to 
know, love and serve Him to be 
happy with Him for all eternity 
in heaven.

Moreover, God is so good 
to each of us that He gives us, 
through His Church, the means 
and those graces to be holy. 
We know them to be the seven 
sacraments, the vast treasury 
of prayers and devotions we 
can and should pray, and the 
authoritative teachings of the 
Church in all matters of faith 
and morals. In a word, we 
do not have to try to do this 
alone or to guess what we are 
supposed to do to get to heaven.

October is the month 
dedicated to the holy rosary. 
This beautiful prayer given to 
Saint Dominic by Our Blessed 
Mother is a magnificent 
personal and public prayer 
which not only draws us into 
the life, Passion, death and 
Resurrection of Jesus but it 
does so through His Mother 
who followed Him with such 
humility and fidelity. It is a 
prayer you and I can say in the 
privacy of our homes or in the 
community of our parishes. 

Whether we pray all 20 decades 
of the rosary using the joyful, 
sorrowful, luminous and 
glorious mysteries, or we pray 
some or just one in a day, the 
benefits are great.

We come to know and 
understand better the earthly 
life of Jesus and Our Blessed 
Mother’s example of true and 
faithful discipleship. The actual 
graces received increase our 
desire to receive the sacraments 
frequently and worthily. The 
spiritual and temporal benefits 
of praying the rosary are many 
and to devote ourselves to 
praying the rosary each day 
in October creates that good 
habit of prayer which we can 
continue for the rest of our 
lives.

Praying the rosary teaches us 
how to imitate Jesus and foster 
our lives of virtue and it teaches 
us that we have no better 
person to guide us in virtue 
than Our Blessed Mother.  So, 
during this month of October, 
make the commitment through 
praying the rosary to that life 
of holiness and virtue for which 
we were created. In the words 
of Saint Louis de Montfort, 
“The rosary is a blessed 
blending of mental and vocal 
prayer by which we honor and 
learn to imitate the mysteries 
and virtues of the life, death, 
Passion and glory of Jesus and 
Mary.” 
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A month dedicated to the holy rosary
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Submitted photo
Bishop David Kagan blessed Our Lady of Victory Stadium and Smrekar Field at the fi rst 
home football game at the new St. Mary’s Central High School in Bismarck on Aug. 30.

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

OCTOBER 2019

Oct. 1 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of the Little Flower, Minot, 
6 p.m.

Oct. 4 • World Day of Prayer, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 1 p.m.

Oct. 7 • Diocesan Rosary Congress 
opening Mass, Church of 
St. Mary, Bismarck, 7 p.m.

Oct. 8 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m.

Oct. 11 • Cabinet meeting, Chancery, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Oct. 12 • Cor Christi gala, Bishop Ryan 
Schools, Minot, 5:30 p.m.

Oct. 13 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of St. John the Apostle, 
Minot, 10:30 a.m.

 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of Our Lady of Grace, Minot, 
2 p.m.

Oct. 15 • Friends Night Out: Women’s 
Care Center banquet, 
Ramkota Hotel, Bismarck, 
6 p.m.

Oct. 16 • Catholic education 
convocation, University of 
Mary, 8 a.m.

Oct. 20 • Confi rmation at the Church 
of St. Joseph, Williston, 
1:30 p.m.

Oct. 21 • White Mass, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m.

Oct. 22 • Legatus chartering event, 
University of Mary

Oct. 25–27 • Thirst Eucharistic 
Conference, Bismarck Event 
Center

Oct. 29 • Annual Tribunal meeting, 
Radisson Hotel, 12 p.m.

Oct. 31 • PBA Board of Trustees 
meeting, Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 11 a.m.

Bishop David Kagan
@VescovoDDK

Following

Twenty-Fourth Week, Thursday: 
Today’s Gospel is another proof 
that the self-righteous are always 
judgemental of others because of 
their sin of presumption regarding 
God and themselves.

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for October

Evangelization:
That the breath of the Holy 
Spirit engender a new 
missionary “spring” in the
church.
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St. Mary’s Parish in Bismarck 
will be hosting a Diocesan Rosary 
Congress from Monday, Oct. 7 
through Sunday, Oct. 13. Catholic 
faithful from around the area 
are invited to attend and to join 
in this weeklong eff ort of public 
community prayer.

The Rosary Congress is a week 
of prayer consisting of adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament and an 
hourly rosary. During the Rosary 
Congress, all participants will be 
joining with other dioceses across 
the nation to pray for the healing 
of our Church, our families and 
our nation.

“St. Mary’s Parish has always 
had a special love and devotion to 
our Blessed Mother. How fi tting 
it is that our founding priests and 
parishioners beautifully dedicated 
the very fi rst parish in our diocese 
to the patronage of Mary under 
the title of the Immaculate 
Conception,” Fr. Jared Johnson, 

Pastor of St. Mary’s in 
Bismarck, said. 

Of note, St. Mary’s 
Parish was founded 
in 1877 and known 
as the Church of the 
Immaculate Conception 
in her early years.

The Rosary Congress 
will offi  cially begin with 
an opening Mass at 7 
p.m. on Monday, Oct. 
7, the Feast of Our Lady 
of the Rosary. Bishop 
David Kagan will be 
the main celebrant and 
homilist.

The Rosary Congress 
will continue throughout 
the week with Mass at 7 
a.m. each day, followed 
by adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
from 7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
with the recitation of 
the rosary at the top of 
each hour.  The week will end with 
a closing Mass at 6:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Oct. 13.

If anyone is interested to fi ll in 
the hours of adoration or lead the 

hourly rosary, please contact St. 
Mary’s Parish at 701-223-5562 to 
sign up.

“We are honored that Bishop 
Kagan invited our parish to host 
this wonderful event and we hope 
many come for adoration and 

prayer as we entrust all of our 
intentions to the intercession of 
our Blessed Mother,” added Fr. 
Johnson.

More information can be found 
at: http://www.rosarycongressusa.
org/

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Rosary Congress hosted in Bismarck Oct. 7-13
Week-long event joining the faithful across the nation to pray for healing of our Church

Schedule of 
Events:

Monday, Oct. 7
7 p.m. —Opening Mass 

celebrated by Bishop 
Kagan

Tuesday, Oct. 8
7 a.m. — Mass
7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. — Adoration 

with an hourly rosary
7 p.m. — Benediction

Wednesday, Oct. 9
7 a.m. — Mass
7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. — Adoration 

with an hourly rosary
7 p.m. — Benediction

Thursday, Oct. 10
7 a.m. — Mass
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. — 

Adoration with an 
hourly rosary

9 a.m. — Mass 
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. — Adoration 

with an hourly rosary
7 p.m.—Benediction

Friday, Oct. 11
7 a.m. — Mass
7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. — 

Adoration with an 
hourly rosary

9 a.m. — Grade School Mass 
9:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. — Adoration 

with an hourly rosary
7 p.m. — Benediction

Saturday, Oct. 12
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. — Adoration 

with an hourly rosary
4:30 p.m. — Vigil Mass

Sunday, Oct. 13
9 a.m. — Mass
11 a.m. — Mass
1 p.m. to 6 p.m. — Adoration 

with an hourly rosary
6:30 p.m. — Closing Mass

We know that a poor child-parent relationship increases the child’s risk of being sexually abused.  While many parents 
are frustrated by the amount of time that their kids spend on their various devices, they might want to assess their own 
obsession and how they may have modeled that obsession for their children.  Parents who are distracted by their 
electronic devices are not in tune with their child’s needs, which can make them vulnerable to predators who are. 
Whether verbally or non-verbally, distracted parents communicate that the distraction is more important than their child 
and their needs.  Here are some suggestions to help you reconnect:

1. CREATE “DIGITAL FREE” BOUNDARIES
Families, together, would do well to create “digital free” space and time. Families talk more over dinner without 
the distraction of devices.  We sleep better without the glow of the screen next to or in our bed. We notice our 
surroundings more when we don’t feel the need to read every text or post.  Start with a family discussion as how 
you can create these boundaries. Perhaps all phones are charged at night away from the bedroom, silence 
phones during meal times and study times, and silence devices when spending time with your child.

2. TURN OFF THE DEVICE OR SILENCE NOTIFICATIONS
We’ve all been on the other side of a conversation when we’ve been ignored in deference to another’s 
notification. It doesn’t feel very good.  Trust your smart device. It will record a message that you can get AFTER 
you have devoted undistracted time to your child. 

3. MODEL HEALTHY DIGITAL USE
It is virtually impossible to support your rules and boundaries with your children when you aren’t upholding those 
rules in your own life. Start with boundaries that you all can live with. Set goals. Find alternatives to using your 
smart device to pass the time. Try resisting the urge to look at every notification that comes in right away. 

4. COMMUNICATE WITH YOUR WORDS RATHER THAN WITH YOUR THUMBS
Reserve texting for logistical information – “I’m running late,” or “Can I go to my friend’s house after school?” – 
rather than texting emotional conversations that deserve a face to face conversation. Context, tone, language, 
and nonverbal cues are difficult, if not impossible, to communicate with thumbs.

5. TAKE SOME TIME OFF
Many researchers and therapists are acknowledging that social media actually contributes to depression, anxiety, 
and a feeling that they just aren’t living up to standards and that they are missing out. Taking some time away 
from social media and devices may actually serve as a way to reconnect with oneself and with one’s family.

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

Stay Connected... To Your Kids!
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By Allen Macartney
Special Contributor to the DCA

One-in-four women have had 
an abortion by age 45. More than 
half these women report having 
thoughts about suicide after their 
abortion. Many woman quietly 
bury the psychological pain of 
abortion, but ministries like 
Rachel’s Vineyard are helping 
them fi nd closure and receive 
healing.

“After abortion many people 
feel shame, guilt, and loss,” says 
Lynda Munroe, who organizes 
Rachel’s Vineyard retreats, with 
her husband Terry, in the National 
Capital area. “If [these feelings] 
continue for more than three 
months they can develop into Post 
Abortion Stress Syndrome—a lot 
like PTSD. Depression, suicidal 
thoughts, anxiety, sleeping 
disorders, anger, and panic attacks 
sometimes follow.”

Terry adds that post-abortive 
men also experience many of 
these same emotions. He says 
they sometimes bury the feelings 
by becoming angry, abusive, or 
workaholics.

“Abortion involves violence,” 
says Lynda. “It causes long-term 
emotional trauma that often 
ripples outward and aff ects 
relationships in families, friends, 
and colleagues. It can unleash a 
lot of other violence, anger, and 
depression in people.”

Rachel’s Vineyard was designed 
by a counselling psychologist in 
the early 1990s. Each year more 
than one thousand of the retreats 
are off ered worldwide.

“These retreats create a place 

where people can share, often 
for the fi rst time, their deepest 
feelings about their abortion 
experience,” says Terry. “It all 
happens within a supportive, 
confi dential, and non-judgmental 
environment. The result: it starts 
a process of restoration, renewal, 
and healing.”

“Talk therapy isn’t enough often 
to bring healing to post-abortive 
people,” Lynda adds. “So we build 
in a wide range of healing methods 
[like creating ambiance with 
candles] that involve all senses.”

Lynda and Terry most recently 
hosted an Ottawa retreat the 
weekend of May 31. 

“We start the weekend by 
sharing dinner together,” says 
Lynda, “then move into a ‘Living 
Scripture’ exercise time where we 
read a Bible story.”

“Then someone reads it again 
in the fi rst person, as if he or she 
is experiencing it directly,” adds 
Terry. “It helps people sense 
God’s compassion and mercy for 
them, process unresolved grief, 
and accept God’s forgiveness and 
healing. It’s very moving.”

The retreats help participants 
see God as loving and forgiving. 
Healing is a process and 
participants do not go home fully 
healed, but the process has begun. 
Hearing the stories of others 
working through post-abortive 
grief helps participants realize 
they are not alone in their pain. It 
breaks the isolation that secrecy 
can cause.

Malinda Tibbitts experienced 
this grief personally, after having 
two abortions as a young adult. 

“I trusted what 
newspapers and 
television said about 
abortion. The medical 
profession and our 
government said it 
was so easy, free, and 
safe. But immediately 
after my fi rst abortion 
I felt that I had done 
something wrong. After my second 
abortion, I felt a greater sense of 
loss and shame. They lied to me. 
These were not the mere ‘lumps of 
fl esh’ I had been told. I buried the 
guilt for 30 years.”

Then she heard about Rachel’s 
Vineyard and attended a retreat. 

“Before attending I was afraid 
of what might surface inside me. 
I really didn’t want to face more 
pain.” Yet, Tibbitts says the retreat 
off ered thoughtful and helpful 
illustrations that led to deep 
healing.

One past participant told 
Lynda, “For the fi rst time in 10 
years I don’t hate myself.” Another 
shared, “The communication has 
reopened between my husband 
and me.”

While healing ministry is 
important, avoiding abortions is a 
far easier route. Lynda and Terry 
say that parents of teens can play a 
key role. 

“Stay open and communicative 

with your teen. Don’t threaten. 
Educate them about sex education 
and abortion so they know the real 
emotional risks.” 

If a teen ends up pregnant, 
Lynda emphasizes that “an 
unplanned pregnancy is not a 
tragedy. Life is a gift from God. 
That’s what parents should say to 
teens. If it happens, come and tell 
us. We’re here for you. We’re going 
to help you walk through this.”

Copyrighted; fi rst appeared 
in SpurOttawa on June 11, 2019 
http://www.spurottawa.com/
rachels-vineyard-off ers-post-
abortive-healing/?fbclid=IwAR1-
RTmW9aWE5QAEoyL1BcB4n2
2NuL2v2LIla7wT7FYLe37fInA
XqF7YKpE. Reprint permission 
granted by the author.  Article 
also appeared in the July 2019 
Rachel’s Vineyard “Vine and 
Branches” newsletter https://
www.rachelsvineyard.org/PDF/
vb/vine-branches.pdf.

Acknowledging before God what your role was in the abortion 
decision is not easy. But it is one of the � rst steps to letting

God help you with the regret and the burden you carry.
Are you ready to lay that burden down? 

Join us on the next Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat™.

Rachel’s Vineyard
Post-Abortion Healing Retreat

October 11-13, 2019, 
Western South Dakota

For information, contact the national
of� ce at 877-467-3463 or www.rachelsvineyard.org. 

Or, for local retreat information, contact Carol Kling at
605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.com.

Rachel’s Vineyard off ers 
post-abortive healing

Local “40 Days for Life” eff ort
There is life-saving prayer project taking place in Bismarck that 

began September 25 and continues through November 3. 
The faithful are invited to join with many other cities for a 

peaceful, prayerful, simultaneous pro-life outreach called “40 Days 
for Life.” The mission of this eff ort is to mark the beginning of the 
end of abortion.

40 Days for Life is a cross-denominational, faith-based eff ort 
made up of three key components.

• Prayer and fasting: Inviting people of faith throughout our 
city to join for 40 days of fervent prayer and fasting for an end to 
abortion. 

• Peaceful vigil: Standing for life through a 40-day peaceful, 
prayerful, public witness outside a clinic or at a public gathering. 
In North Dakota’s case, the lone abortion facility is in Fargo. Or, 
gather to pray on the steps of the capital in Bismarck.

• Community outreach: Taking a positive, upbeat pro-life 
message to every corner of our city through media eff orts, church 
presentations, door-to-door advocacy, and public visibility.

All participants are asked to sign a statement of peace in which 
they pledge to conduct themselves in a Christ-like manner. To 
learn more about the plans for the coordinated eff ort in the 
diocese, you can visit: www.40daysforlife.com/bismarck.

Those interested can join the eff ort at any time. Additional 
information can be sought at 40DaysBisND@gmail.com.

Continued from page 1Max’s Mission
privilege given only to couples who have a family member who is a 
priest. It should be the normal practice of the Church for a priest to 
be present at times like this whenever possible.” 

Providentially, there are numerous priests in our diocese and 
beyond that “have a heart” for parents who mourn, and consider it a 
privilege to show Christ’s love to them amid their pain.

“When parents grieve the loss of a child, I try to let them know 

that they are not alone, and just try to be there for them,” added Fr. 
Bill Ruelle, Pastor of St. Patrick’s Parish in Dickinson. “We can’t fi x 
the problem or talk them out of being sad, but we can just be sad 
along with them. If the priest is there, then the Church is there, and 
faith and hope are there, and people need to know that.”

For information on Max’s Mission, contact the diocesan Offi  ce of 
Family Ministry at 701-204-7209.
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What does life look like when 
it is surrendered to God? On 
Saturday, Oct. 12 at St. Nicholas 
Church in Garrison, Roxane 
Salonen, Patti Armstrong, Monica 
Hannan, and Rachelle (Shelly) 
Preszler will share their stories of 
surrender during the “Surrender 
to Grace” women’s retreat. 

“It seems the more my family 
expands—it literally has doubled 
in size this 
past year— the 
more I need 
to surrender,” 
Shelly, a 
writer and 
mother of six 
from Bismarck 
explained. 
“As a mom, 
and now a 
grandma,  I find myself pulled in 
so many directions—even different 
states. I’ve never been very good 
with directions, either. Thank 
goodness for Google!” 

Shelly will explain how, during 
this past year, Christ has opened 
her to easy prayer methods to 
surrender her needs and concerns 
to Him. “Instead of the weight 
of every new family member 
being on my shoulder, I put it 
on his shoulder,” she said. “It 
truly has made all the difference 
in the world. One of my friends 

just asked this morning, ‘Shelly, 
how are you still so joyful amid 
all of your struggles?’ I thought 
to myself, ‘It’s so easy. I’m not in 
control anymore.’ I finally realized 
I never was.”

Roxane, an author, columnist 
at both The Forum of Fargo-
Moorhead 
and New 
Earth 
magazine, 
and mother of 
five, will share 
glimpses 
of the pain 
during her 
childhood 
of having an 
alcoholic father and the joy at his 
commitment to sobriety and a 
return to the Catholic faith before 
he died, after a 35-year absence. 

“Divine Grace would show up 
again in my life as a mother and 
wife,” Roxane explained. “It’s a 
story I will share in more detail 
during our upcoming retreat. I 
pray that you will come with your 
own stories of Divine Grace as we 
share ours, and, together, we can 
join hands as sisters in Christ to 
help the world become more aware 
of just how much our good God 
loves us.”

Monica Hannan, an author, 
three-time Emmy-award-winning 

news anchor for KFYR-TV and 
mother of 
three is 
working on 
her second 
master’s 
degree; 
this one in 
theology. 
There was a 
time when 
she thought 
the worry of motherhood would 
end once her children grew up. 
Instead, she found herself, at 
times, worrying even more.

“Then there are work worries 
in a job that seems to get more 
complicated all the time, in a field 
where nearly everybody is young,” 
she said. “And, finally, for me 
there are school worries. In these 
ways, I wonder if I’ll measure up, 
and if things will turn out alright.”  
But, by studying St. Padre Pio 
and taking his advice to heart—
pray, hope and don’t worry—she 
learned how to stop stressing. 
“I’ll be talking about surrendering 
my worries to God,” Monica said, 
“And, how that’s changed my life.”

“Surrender is never the goal 
in war, but in spiritual warfare, 
surrender to God is our greatest 
weapon,” according to Patti 
Armstrong, an award-winning 
author and journalist and mother 

to 10. “We want to rule our world, 
but in reality, the only thing we 
can control is ourselves—and even 
that gets away from us at times.” 

Patti will explain insights 
learned through interviewing 
many exorcists over the years 
about the power and spiritual 
protection 
that comes 
from 
surrender. 
She will 
also share 
radical and 
transforming 
stories of 
surrender—
her own 
and those of 
others she has interviewed.

In addition to the four talks, 
there will be Mass with Fr. 
Basil Atwell at 8:30 a.m., a light 
breakfast and lunch, adoration, 
confession, the rosary, and Divine 
Mercy Chaplet. Doors open at 8 
a.m. to pick up your name tag and 
get settled. 

To attend, send $25 by Oct. 
6 to: Karmen Seidler, Retreat 
Chairwoman, c/o St. Nicholas 
Catholic Church, PO Box 870, 
Garrison, ND 58540. Please write 
“2019 Retreat” in the check’s 
memo line.

—Staff report

Surrender to His Divine Grace
Women’s retreat in Garrison on Oct. 12

Patti Armstrong

Monica Hannan

Roxane Salonen

Shelly Preszler

  

g  Children’s Holy Hour Oct. 4 
Everyone is welcome to take part in the Annual 
World Wide Children’s Holy Hour on Friday, Oct. 4 at 
1 p.m. at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. 
Bishop David Kagan will be presiding. This is open 
to children of all ages, whether attending Catholic 
school, religious education, or home school. For 
teachers or administrators planning to bring large 
groups of students, contact Deacon Doug Helbing or 
Shirlein Vetter so that appropriate accommodations 
can be made. Contact Doug at 701-400-0233 or 
doughelbing@gmail.com or Shirlein at 701-391-1172 
or Shirlein@bis.midco.net.

g  Search weekends 
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat 
experience sponsored by the Catholic Diocese of 
Bismarck. The weekends are for anyone of high 
school or college age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp 
just south of Medora: Oct. 10-13; Dec. 12-15; Jan. 16-
19; March 5-8; and April 16-19. More information can 
be found at www.bismarckdiocese.com/search1.

g  Women’s retreat Oct. 12
All women are invited to a women’s retreat entitled 
“Surrender to Grace” at the Church of St. Nicholas 
in Garrison on Saturday, Oct. 12. Registration opens 
at 8 a.m. with Mass at 8:30 a.m. The day includes 
a light breakfast, lunch, Eucharistic adoration, 
confession, rosary and Chaplet of Divine Mercy. The 
four featured speakers are Monica Hannan, Shelly 
Preszler, Roxane Salonen and Patti Armstrong. To 
attend, send $25 by Oct. 6 to: Karmen Seidler, Retreat 
Chairwoman, c/o St. Nicholas Catholic Church, PO 
Box 870, Garrison, ND 58540. Please write “2019 
Retreat” in the check’s memo line.  

g  White Mass Oct. 21
The public is invited to attend the Bismarck Diocese’s 
annual White Mass on Monday, Oct. 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. The 
special Mass honors physicians and those involved in 
the medical field.

g  Health fair Oct. 24
A health, wellness and education fair will be held 
Thursday, Oct. 24 at the Church of Corpus Christi 
in Bismarck from 8 a.m. to noon. Flu shots will be 
available (bring Medicare B card), along with other 
screenings and information. Free paper shredding 
up to 100 pounds will be available. Door prizes and 
refreshments served. The event is open to the public. 
For more information, call 255-4600.

g  Mass for Deceased Clergy Nov. 4
The public is invited to attend the annual Mass for 
Deceased Bishops, Priests and Deacons celebrated 
by Bishop Kagan on Monday, Nov. 4 at 11 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. This Mass 
honors members of the clergy who have passed 

away in the previous year. This year, we remember 
in our prayers: Fr. Victor Feser, OSB (2-11-19), Fr. 
Terrance Kardong, OSB (3-24-19) and Bishop Paul 
Zipfel (7-14-19).

g  Mass for God’s Children
A Mass for God’s Children will be offered in several 
locations around the diocese this fall including: 
at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 5 at Spirit of Life in 
Mandan; at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 12 at St. John 
the Apostle in Minot; at 6:30 p.m. MT on Thursday, 
Nov. 21 at St. Wenceslaus in Dickinson; and at 7 p.m. 
on Monday, Dec. 16 at St. Joseph in Williston. This 
Mass is for all the children that God has called to His 
arms directly from the womb or from the care of his 
or her parents before adulthood. All are welcome 
to attend. Register online at bismarckdiocese.com/
godschildren or contact Tara at 701-204-7209 or 
tbrooke@bismarckdiocese.com.

g  Pro-Life event Oct. 24
Mary Ann Kuharski, from Pro-Life Across America, 
will be a guest speaker at the University of Mary at 
8 p.m. on Thursday, October 24 in the lower living 
room of the Lumen Vitae University Center. Mary 
Ann is an author and national speaker on life and 
family issues. She is a founding member and director 
of Prolife Across America, known as “The Billboard 
People” for its positive and persuasive educational 
messages, which have appeared in 46 states. The 
event is free and open to the public.

g  Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend is a 
private weekend away from the distractions of 
daily life for couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available weekend in this 
area is Nov. 15-17 in Medora and March 6-8, 2020 in 
Fargo. Early registration is highly recommended. For 
more information, visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob 
and Angie at 701-347-1998.

g  Prayer Day Nov. 20
The University of Mary and its Saint John Paul II 
Center for University Ministry will welcome Father 
Mike Schmitz for the 42nd annual Prayer Day event 
Wednesday, Nov. 20, 10 a.m., in the McDowell 
Activity Center (MAC). The public is invited to attend 
Fr. Schmitz’s keynote entitled “Christian Adulting: 
The Signs of Spiritual Maturity.” The schedule 
includes 9:15 a.m. registration in the Lumen Vitae 
University Center Atrium, Ablaze Worship Band at 
9:30 a.m. in the MAC, Mass immediately following 
the 10 a.m. keynote address in the MAC, and the 
day concludes at 12:30 p.m., when attendees can 
enjoy lunch and fellowship for $5 in the Crow’s Nest 
restaurant. Advanced online registration is strongly 
recommended at www.umary.edu/prayerday. To 
learn more, contact Marianne Hofer at umin@umary.
edu or 701-355-3704. 

g  Festival of Trees Nov. 23
Everyone is invited to start off the holiday season 
with beauty and fun by attending the Festival of 
Trees on Saturday, Nov. 23 at the ND State Fair Center 
in Minot. The public tree viewing will be held from 
10 a.m.- 2 p.m., with the social and auction starting 
at 5 p.m. The events are sponsored by and proceeds 
will benefit the Dakota Hope Clinic of Minot. This 
free family event included viewing of decorated 
Christmas trees and the opportunity to vote for the 
People’s Choice Award. There’s a free photo booth, as 
well as hot chocolate, coffee and cookies. Children 
will have the opportunity to interact with and 
have their picture taken with the live Nativity. New 
this year is a children’s Christmas book exchange. 
Children can bring a Christmas book to swap for 
a different one. The live auction of the decorated 
Christmas trees begins at 6:30 p.m. The public 
viewing is free. Tickets for the social and auction are 
limited and sell for $10 in advance and $15 at the 
door. Tickets are available at the clinic (315 Main St. 
S, Ste 205), or online at www.dakotahope.org.

g  Pilgrimage to Eastern Europe May of 2020
Father Keith Streifel, pastor of the Church of St. 
Joseph in Dickinson will be the spiritual director 
for a pilgrimage to Eastern Europe including 
attendance at the Passion Play. A limited number of 
spots are available for this 11-day trip visiting the 
Oberrammergau, the site of the Passion Play plus 
Munich, Salzburg, Venice, Assisi and Rome. Dates 
for the trip are May 18-29, 2020. Due to limited 
availability of the tickets to the Passion Play, which 
is held only every 10 years, spots on the trip are first 
come, first served and require receipt of registration 
and a deposit. The total cost of the trip including 
airfare (from Bismarck), accommodations, tickets to 
the Passion Play, most meals, taxes and surcharges 
is $4,795 (based on airfare at time of booking). For 
more information, contact Select International 
Tours at 800-842-4842, or email evelyn@select-intl.
com. A complete trip brochure can be viewed at 
selectinternationaltours.com and found under the 
Scheduled Tours tab.

g  Marriage enrichment series
The Diocese of Bismarck Office of Family Ministry 
is sponsoring a marriage enrichment series called 
Relationship Building 101 the third Wednesday of 
each month from October-March. The program 
will be held at the CHI St. Alexius Health Clinic in 
Mandan. Those outside of the area are welcome 
to join online through GoToMeeting. The evenings 
will begin at 6 p.m. with supper and conclude by 8 
p.m. For a list of topics and to register, go to www.
bismarckdiocese.com/relationship101. Call Tara 
Brooke at 701-204-7209 for more information.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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The 2019 North Dakota 
Legislature expanded tax credits 
for non-public schools, which 
means charitable gifts to Catholic 
schools in N.D. are now eligible 
for a special N.D. tax credit. This 
is big news to those who make 
annual or regular contributions to 
their favorite Catholic School.

North Dakota resident 
taxpayers (individuals, 
corporations or fiduciaries) are 
allowed a non-refundable credit 
equal to 50% of the amount of the 
contribution but limited to 25% 
of the taxpayer’s total income 
tax or $2,500, whichever is less 
(ND Century Code 57-38-01.7). 
There is no carry forward of these 
credits when filing returns, so 
taxpayers will likely want to apply 
these credits before applying other 
available credits.

Each year, a donor may take 
one tax credit for a charitable 
donation to a Catholic elementary 
school and another tax credit for a 
charitable donation to a Catholic 
high school, if they make two 
separate charitable donations. The 
credits for charitable donations 
begins with any donation made on 
or after Jan. 1, 2019.

For example, John and Mary 
figure they will owe $1,000 income 
tax to N.D. for the year 2019.

With some clever planning, they 
make two donations: one $500 
donation to a Catholic elementary 
school and another $500 donation 
to a Catholic high school. Because 
of these donations, they will 
now earn a $250 ND Tax Credit 
for each gift. They now can 
reduce their tax bill by $500 (2 x 
$250), and only have to pay the 

remaining $500 in income tax.
 Here are the kinds of donations 

that will and will not work for this 
tax credit:

• Donations to the Catholic 
school’s annual appeal or 
general operating fund:  yes

• Donations to the Catholic 
school’s capital campaign:  yes

• Donations to the Art 
Department, Music 
Department, Athletic Club:  no 

• School tuition payments:  no

As usual, for your own unique 
tax situation, please consult your 
accountant or a professional tax 
advisor.

Endowment contributions
Additionally, tax credits are 

still available for contributions 
to qualified N.D. endowment 
funds. Gifts of $5,000 or more 

to a qualified endowment fund 
(school related or not) are 
eligible for a tax credit equal 
to 40% of the charitable gift. 
A qualified endowment fund 
may be established to provide 
scholarships. The maximum credit 
is $10,000 for an individual; 
$20,000 for married individuals 
filing a joint return; and $10,000 
for corporations and pass-through 
entities. Any unused portion of 
the credit can be carried forward 
for up to three taxable years, so 
this credit can be applied after 
the non-public school credits (ND 
Century Code 57-38-01.21). As 
usual, for your own unique tax 
situation, please consult with your 
accountant or a professional tax 
advisor.

—Staff report

The Catholic Foundation for the People of 
the Diocese of Bismarck, which for over the 
past 6 years has served the Catholic people and 
entities with its charitable giving, has a new 
name: Catholic Foundation of Western North 
Dakota.

Foundation Executive Director Matthew 
Stevenson announced the new Foundation 
name, emphasizing the Catholic Foundation of 
Western North Dakota will not only continue 
the mission and service, but to serve its goal as 
the premier foundation for the faithful in this 
region.

“We are excited to launch the Catholic 
Foundation of Western North Dakota name, 
which will help carry on the legacy of our 
entire Catholic community,” Stevenson said. 
“Our goal is to provide the best foundation and 
place for charitable giving. This can be done 
through gifting to endowment funds hosted 
in the foundation, as well as gifts through a 

bequest, major gift, annuities and various other 
opportunities. We will strive to support and 
communicate this goal to our region and look 
forward to the response.”

The name change signifies the Foundation’s 
new focus on reaching out to all in Western 
North Dakota. Stevenson stated, “We wanted 
to identify with the entire region, and make it 
known that each person in our area can make a 
significant impact on the Church’s future.”

Foundation Board President, Dean 
Rubbelke, of Minot, noted the Catholic 
Foundation of Western North Dakota’s board 
will serve as ambassadors for the Foundation. 

“Our new name 
reflects our mission 
to support the various 
organizations of our 
faith in Western 
North Dakota. The 
Board enthusiastically 
supports the 
Foundation and its 
Executive Director, 
Matthew Stevenson. 
We look forward to the 
future and what lies 
ahead.”

The Catholic Foundation of Western North 
Dakota is located at 520 N. Washington Street, 
Bismarck, ND 58501. It can be reached by 
phone at 701-204-7206.

The Foundation’s website is 
catholicfoundationdob.com. It can be found on 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/cfwnd.

The ABC’s of a new state tax credit for 
donations to Catholic schools 

Pornography is not a topic 
most adults are comfortable 
speaking about. This is 
especially the case when it 
comes to parents addressing it 
with their children. Too many 
parents, grandparents, and 
guardians think that internet-
based pornography is beyond 
the interest of their children. 
Statistics tell us another story. 

To provide you with the 
tools you need to overcome 
pornography and to make 
your home a safe haven for 
children and adults—one free 
of pornography—our diocese 
will celebrate its first-ever Safe 
Haven Sunday on the weekend 
of Nov. 2-3. The awareness 
weekend will provide access to 
teaching and resources that will 
support and protect individuals, 
marriages, and families in 
making all homes a safe haven. 

To help marriages and 
families, each home will be 

given Covenant Eyes’ book, 
Equipped: Smart Catholic 
Parenting in a Sexualized 
Culture. This book includes a 
unique seven-day text-to-opt-
in program: The Equipped 
7-Day E-mail Challenge. This 
Challenge provides practical 
tips any caring adult can take to 
create safer digital environments 
for themselves and our young 
people. We encourage you to 
take advantage of these resources 
and ask that you be intentional 
about taking the steps suggested 
to ensure safety and joy for you, 
your loved ones, and the greater 
community. 

The information is provided 
by the organization Covenant 
Eyes that was founded to equip 
people with tools that provide 
protection and encourage 
accountability and trust in the 
fight against pornography. Go to 
www.covenanteyes.com for more 
information.

Safe Haven Sunday 
is Nov. 2-3

Catholic Foundation changes name

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS 
SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND THOSE IN 

FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS
An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

Oct. 1  Msgr. Gene Lindemann
Oct. 2  Deacon Randy Schmidt
Oct. 3  All Seminarians
Oct. 4  All Lay Ministers
Oct. 5  Fr. Thomas 

Wordekemper, OSB
Oct. 6  Sr. Joseph Dukart, OSB
Oct. 7  All Liturgical Ministers
Oct. 8  Fr. Shannon Lucht
Oct. 9  Deacon Kenneth Schmit
Oct. 10  Br. Maxillian Kenny
Oct. 11  Sr. Lawrence Fischer, 

OSB
Oct. 12  Sr. Michael Emond, 

OSB
Oct. 13  Fr. Greg Luger
Oct. 14  Deacon Ervin Schneider
Oct. 15  Br. John Patrick Arnett, 

OSB
Oct. 16  All Seminarians
Oct. 17  Fr. Biju Antony IMS

Oct. 18  Deacon Doyle Schulz
Oct. 19  All Religious in 

Formation
Oct. 20  Sisters Ministering in 

Fort Yates
Oct. 21  Seminarian Eric Artz
Oct. 22  Fr. Basil Atwell, OSB
Oct. 23  Deacon Robert 

Stockert
Oct. 24  Sr. Terence Glum, OSB
Oct. 25  Fr. Anthony Baker, 

OSB
Oct. 26  Deacon Alvin Schwindt
Oct. 27  Fr. Paul Becker
Oct. 28  Deacon Leonard 

Fischer
Oct. 29  Sr. Ruth Fox, OSB
Oct. 30  Br. Louie Bachand, 

OSB
Oct. 31  Sr. Nancy Gunderson, 

OSB

Matt Stevenson 
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                            By Amanda Evinger
                           DCA Writer

   When Avera Maria Santo was 
a sophomore in high school, she 
experienced a tremendous conversion 
of heart, one that would impact her 
life forever.

“I started to make my faith my 
own,” she said. 

However, at the same time as her 
conversion, she also began struggling 
with the temptation of same-sex 
attraction. 

“Since then, I have been on a 
journey of accepting the Catholic 
Church’s teachings on human 
sexuality, which I now see are so 
good, true and beautiful,” she said.

At the young age of 23, Avera Maria 
Santo has been blessed with a fervent 
desire to encourage others to embrace 

the Creator’s plans on this issue, as 
well. Touched by God’s mercy and 
love, she has since been traveling all 
over the country, sharing her powerful 
story with teens and adults. Avera will 
be giving a total of three talks at the 
Thirst Conference in Bismarck on Oct. 
25-27; two geared for young adults, 
and one for parents. 

“I have a real heart for young 
people, and I want to spare them 
from accepting the dangerous and 
deceptive beliefs on homosexuality 
that are so prevalent in our society 
today,” she said. 

“I want to help people peacefully 
deal with the very serious and often 
terrifying topic of homosexuality, 
both inside and outside of the Church. 
I hope they can know that there are 
people struggling with it that still lead 

very joyful 
lives.”

This 
summer, 
the Mobile, 
Alabama 
native, gave 
the keynote 
address at 
the Courage 
Conference at Mundelein Seminary in 
Mundelein, Illinois. Avera is an active 
member of Courage International, 
also known as Courage Apostolate, 
which is an approved apostolate of 
the Catholic Church that counsels 
men and women with same-sex 
attractions in living chaste lives in 
fellowship, truth and love. Through 
this apostolate, they fi nd support as 
they journey towards holiness.

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

The ministry of the Seven Sisters 
Apostolate fosters the obligation of all 
of us to pray for priests. Its’ mission 
is simple—one holy hour, one priest, 
each week, one heart in prayer. 
Essentially, seven women spend one 
hour on a specifi ed day each week in 
prayer for a priest.

The idea came to Janette Howe, 
foundress and coordinator, as she felt 
a desire to pray more frequently for 
her pastor at the Cathedral of St. Paul 
in St. Paul, Minn. back in 2010. Her 
son was also in the seminary at the 
time and her pastor was generous in 
his guidance and support for her son. 
This was a small way to repay him for 
his pastoral care.

In the spring of 2011, while in 
prayer, Janette “heard” the words 
seven sisters in her heart. Thinking, 
at fi rst, that what she heard was 
referring to the Chaplet of the Seven 
Sorrows, she heard it again.

She prayed and waited for more 
insight. After some time, she sensed 
that God was calling her to invite six 
others to off er a holy hour once a day 
for her pastor. It soon became clear to 
her that prayer during this holy hour 
should be directed to two things—it 
should be only for the pastor and it 
should ask for the priest’s deepening 
devotion to our Blessed Mother.

That’s how the Seven Sisters 
Apostolate unfolded and has now 
expanded to praying for more than 
250 priests from around the world 
having reached as far as Australia. 
Within our diocese, there’s a group 
of women in Minot who have all 
the priests there covered in prayer. 
Janette is hoping a wave of prayer can 
cross the diocese.

“God is orchestrating something 
here, and it’s speaking to women right 
now,” Janette explained humbly. “The 
work is His.”

Presentation at Thirst Conference
Howe will be in Bismarck for the 

Thirst Conference on Oct. 25-27 to 
off er two breakout sessions to those 
interested in fi nding out more about 
the Seven Sisters Apostolate. 

Her fi rst session is titled “Why 
do we pray for priests?” Janette will 
explain the obligation of all of us to 
pray for priests.

“It’s not a favor we do for priests 
by leaving Mass and casually saying, 
‘Hey, father, I’m praying for you,’” 
Janette explained. “It’s a privilege. 
I want people to come away from 
the talk realizing that and seeing the 
depth of the call to pray for priests.”

Why sisters? Many people ask 
why men aren’t invited to join the 
apostolate. While there’s no question 
that men’s prayers are just as 
valuable, but the apostolate remains 
true to the original inspiration for 
seven women—Seven Sisters.

And, during her second talk, 
Janette will convey the model given 
to us by one of the most important 
women in Jesus’ earthly life—Mary 

Magdalene—along with 
examples of great saints.

In this second address to 
the Thirst audience, Janette 
will talk about more practical 
matters in dealing with 
obstacles and distractions in 
prayer. It’s about learning 
how to persevere in what we 
are called to do in prayer, 
especially during a holy hour 
which is new to most people, 
she explained.

“I use the example of Mary 
Magdalene, a true model of a 
woman who knows who she is 
and her role to lavish the Lord 
in all she is about,” Janette 
said. “Through her example 
and of the great saints, we 
start to feel small to the 
delight of anyone involved in 
deep prayer. We focus down 
on how we are but a drop in 
the ocean of prayer.”

Janette will be off er 
breakout sessions during 
the Thirst Conference on 
Saturday, Oct. 26 at 3:30 p.m. 
and on Sunday, Oct. 27 at 
10:15 a.m.

Embracing the Church’s teachings with 
courage and honesty

Seven Sisters united in prayer
Apostolate founder will present talks at Thirst Conference

The Diocesan Youth Conference, this year held at the
Bismarck Civic Center in conjunction with THIRST,

will be 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday, October 26th
for all youth grades 6-12.

DYC features great speakers in Fr. Leo Patalinghug
and our very own Bishop David D. Kagan,

as well as a concert by Popple and a break out session
for high schoolers with Avera Maria Santo.

Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Confession
will also be available for participants.

The conference is free of cost but
please register all youth so that we can be
fully prepared to offer participants lunch!

Get more information and register online at bismarckdiocese.com/youthconference

Diocesan Youth Conference 2019
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Archbishop Allen 
H. Vigneron

Curtis Martin

Archbishop Vigneron 
was installed as the 
5th archbishop of 
Detroit in 2009. He will 
deliver the keynote 
address on Sunday 
titled “Unleashing the 
Gospel: Becoming 
a mission-focused 
Church. The 
Archbishop will also be 
the main celebrant and 
homilist at the Sunday 
Mass at 11:30 a.m.

Curtis A. Martin 
founded the 
Fellowship of Catholic 
University Students 
(FOCUS) in 1998. He is 
the author of the best-
selling book, Made 
for More. Curtis will 
deliver the keynote 
address on Saturday 
morning and a 
breakout session later 
that afternoon talking 
about discipleship. 

Thirsting to know more about THIRST?
Oct. 25-27, 2019 • Bismarck Event Center, Bismarck, ND

Register online at: www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019

THIRST SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

Kendra Tierney

The joy of living with Christ, 
year-round

By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

Have you ever felt like trying to be a good Catholic can get a little 
dry, routine or even boring at times? Do you ever wish you could 
dive a little more into the riches of Catholicism, savor its beauty and 
crack open its spiritual treasure chests?

If you answered “yes,” you are like many Catholics nowadays. 
And, if you feel overwhelmed at the very idea of incorporating more 
Catholic traditions into your life, you are also like so many busy 
Catholics these days, as well.

Thankfully, our Lord knows the struggles we bear, and the desire 
we all have in our hearts to draw closer to Him and to holy Mother, 
the Church. That is why God provides books such as The Catholic All 
Year Compendium, which is a beautiful book about liturgical living, 
written by Kendra Tierney, one of the speakers at the upcoming Thirst 
Conference in Bismarck Oct. 25-27. 

“The book highlights the history and stories behind feast days of 
the Church year,” Kendra said. “It shows you how to celebrate them 
with your family and friends in a way that works for you, even if you 
have a very busy lifestyle.”

In this lovely little masterpiece, Kendra shares how her fam-
ily incorporates traditional Catholic practices into their family life 
throughout the Church year—from Advent and Christmas, through 
Lent and Easter, to Pentecost and beyond. She provides ideas for sto-
ries, decorations, activities, and foods that will help you to celebrate 
your Catholic faith with your family and friends without expertise or 
much advanced planning. She also offers tips and tricks from her 15 
years “in the trenches” as a Catholic mother on things like joyfully 
bringing young children to Mass and saying a family rosary.  

“The book was a 10-year process for me of prayer, research, ex-
perimentation and deep re� ection,” she shared. “By implementing 
many of the practices I mention in my book, we have seen good fruit 
abound in our own family, as well as in our surrounding community. 
Now, we don’t just see feast days as something written down on the 
calendar, but as days that can teach us and inspire us.”

At the Thirst Conference, Kendra hopes to discuss her book further, 
as well as share helpful tips on how to evangelize those around us, 
primarily through liturgical living. 

“I hope to empower more families to try this out!” she added. 
“Even though the idea of incorporating Catholic traditions into your 
life can seem really intimidating at � rst, they don’t have to be. I 
found that you can make it work by just using your talents, the re-
sources you already have and the rhythm of your family life.” 

Kendra is a well-known Catholic blogger (catholicallyear.com) 
who lives in Los Angeles, with her husband Jim and their 10 chil-
dren.

“After hearing 
my talks, I believe 
the audience 
members will come 
away stronger in 
their faith, in their 
parenting, and I 
believe, in their 
lives.”

THIRST SPEAKER SPOTLIGHT

Deacon Harold 
Burke-Sivers

Diving into the riches of 
Catholicism

By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers is known around the world as the 
“Dynamic Deacon” and for good reasons. A powerful, passionate 
evangelist and preacher, he inspires others to live and proclaim the 
Catholic faith with courageous hearts. 

At the Thirst Conference in Bismarck Oct. 25-27, Deacon Harold 
will be offering two talks. The � rst, “Go and Make Disciples, a Call to 
Evangelization,” will address what it means to evangelize others in a 
way that can transform them forever.

“Everyone knows that to ‘evangelize’ means to share the ‘Good 
News,’ but we need to see that it is not just ‘Good News,’ but life-
changing news,” he shared. “Evangelizing is about helping others fall 
in love with Christ and have an encounter with Him that truly chang-
es their lives.”

The second talk, “Preparing Souls for Heaven, the Role and Re-
sponsibility of Catholic Parents,” will give helpful hints to parents on 
how to evangelize within their own homes, making them authentic 
“domestic churches.” 

“The home is the place where children learn to love Jesus,” he said. 
“Learning about Christ together should be at the heart and center of 
everything in our lives as families. In my talk, I am going to address 
ways that we can help our children fall in love with Jesus and the 
Catholic faith, so they will remain with it even after they leave the 
house.” 

Deacon Harold travels around the world speaking at conferences, 
workshops, retreats, parish missions, high schools and young-adult 
events. His areas of expertise include: marriage and family life, 
discerning the will of God, the sacraments, male spirituality, pro-life 
issues, evangelization, prayer and many others. Deacon Harold co-
hosts the Eternal Word Television’s Network’s (EWTN’s) popular radio 
program, “Morning Glory,” and the weekly broadcast “Living Stones” 
on Mater Dei Radio. 

In addition, he is the author of the best-selling book, Behold the 
Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality, and co-author of Ignite: 
Read the Bible Like Never Before. He has also written the newly-
acclaimed book, Father Augustus Tolton: The Slave Who Became the 
First African-American Priest.

Deacon Harold is a Benedictine Oblate of Mt. Angel Abbey, as 
well as a member of the Fellowship of Catholic Scholars and the Con-
fraternity of Catholic Clergy. As president and CEO of the Saint Joseph 
Center, Deacon Harold oversees the non-pro� t organization’s endeav-
ors, which include: hosting an international institute for Catholic male 
spirituality, coordinating dynamic speaking tours and life-changing 
retreats and developing products and services that support family life.

Most importantly, he is a husband to his wife, Colleen, and a father 
to their four children. They live in Portland, Oregon, where Deacon 
Harold is assigned to Immaculate Heart Catholic Church.

A closer look at the 
keynote speakers

THIRST 2019 Schedule

Archbishop Allen H. Vigneron 

Curtis Martin

Friday, October 25 
3:00 p.m Doors Open/Registration 
5:20-5:30 p.m. Welcome & Introduction
5:30-6:30 p.m. Holy Sacri� ce of the Mass
7:15 p.m.  Keynote I: (Arena) Fr. Leo Patalinghug 
 Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
8:30-9:30 p.m. “Cooking for the Kingdom”: A 

Clerical Culinary Showdown
10:30 p.m. Doors Close   

**Eucharistic Adoration continues throughout the night 
in Hall A (Use Entrance E45) 

Saturday, October 26 
7:30 a.m. Doors Open/Registration 
8:30-9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
9:00-10:00 a.m. Keynote II:  Curtis Martin 
 Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
10:30-11:30 a.m. Holy Sacri� ce of the Mass
Noon The Angelus
Noon-1:45 p.m. Lunch Break 
Noon-6 p.m. Confessions Available
1:45-2:45 p.m. Breakout Session 1: Deacon Harold 

Burke-Sivers, Curtis Martin, Kendra 
Tierney, Amanda Zurface, Spiritual 
Direction

3:00-3:30 p.m. Chaplet of Divine Mercy
3:30-4:30 p.m. Breakout Session 2: Deacon Harold 

Burke-Sivers, Avera Maria Santo, 
Kendra Tierney, Seven Sisters 
Apostolate, Spiritual Direction

4:30-6:00 p.m. Dinner Break 
6:15-6:45 p.m. Evening Prayer
6:45-7:45 p.m. Keynote III:  Edward Sri 
6:45-8:00 p.m. Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
8-10 p.m. Communal Penance Service/

Eucharistic Adoration
10:00 p.m.-12 a.m. Confessions available
10:30 p.m. Doors Close 

**Eucharistic Adoration continues throughout the night 
in Hall A (Use Entrance E45) 

Sunday, October 27 
7:30 a.m. Doors Open/Registration 
7:30-8:30 a.m. Confessions available 
8:30-9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer
9:15-10:00 a.m. Keynote IV: Most Rev. Allen 

Vigneron, Archdiocese of Detroit 
9:00-10:00 a.m. Children’s Program: Cat.Chat
10:15-11:15 a.m. Breakout Session 3: Edward Sri, Avera 

Maria Santo, Amanda Zurface, Seven 
Sisters Apostolate, Spiritual Direction

11:30 a.m. Holy Sacri� ce of the Mass

• This schedule is tentative and subject to change. 
• THIRST 2019 is free of charge.
• Eucharistic adoration will take place at the event facility

throughout the conference.
• Sacrament of reconciliation available at select times.
• Opportunities for spiritual direction.
• Vendors/exhibitors on site.
• Concessions available on site.

Get the THIRST app 
today! If you haven’t 
already downloaded the 
myParish app, search for 
it in the App/Play store. 
After install, search for 
your parish. Once you’ve 
found your parish, type 
Thirst in the same “Find a 
Parish” search. You’ll fi nd 
valuable information on 
the conference, particularly 
useful during the three-day 
event.

Download the THIRST app!
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Register and get more information online at
www.bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2018

Teens of high school age welcome with their mom or accompanying adult.

This event is FREE to attend!

If you are registering youth for the Children’s Program 
(5-12 years old) or the Diocesan Youth Program 
(grades 6-12), please fill out your registration online, 
call us at 701-222-3035, or check the box below to 
have us give you a call and get them registered with 
your family. q
 
Household Last Name: _______________________________

Total # Attending: ___________________________________

Names of Adult Participants

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Which day(s) do you plan to attend the Thirst 
conference?
   q Fri., Oct. 25    q Sat., Oct. 26    q Sun., Oct. 27
 
City You Live in:  _____________________________________

Parish You Attend: ___________________________________

Primary Email Address: _______________________________
 
Is Special Needs Seating required?    Yes q     No q

Details:  _____________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
 
The Thirst conference is free to attend and runs on 
volunteers and donations both corporate and private. 
Would you be interested in volunteering? Indicate
your interest below and look for a follow up call from 
our staff.

   q  Hospitality
   q  Information Booth/Lost & Found
   q  Parking
   q  Speaker Vendor Booth
   q  Registration
 
If you are interested in sponsorship or donation, please 
visit the website at bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019 or 
call us at 701-222-3035. Every little bit helps us serve the 
thousands in attendance at this conference!

Mail the registration form below to:
 Thirst Conference
 Diocese of Bismarck
 PO Box 1137
 Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

The Thirst conference is a ministry of the Diocese of Bismarck and is free to attend. 
Meals will be available for purchase on site, and vendors will be available.

October 25-27, 2019

Bismarck Event Center

Featured Speakers
Archbishop Allen Vigneron, Archbishop of Detroit and Ecclesiastical Superior of the 
Cayman Islands 

Fr. Leo Patalinghug, founder, host, and director of Plating Grace, an international apostolate 
to help strengthen families and relationship through God’s gift of a family meal; and author of 
the popular book “Grace Before Meals: Recipes & Inspiration for Family Meals & Family Life.” 

Curtis Martin, founder and CEO of the Fellowship of Catholic University Students (FOCUS) 

Dr. Edward Sri, a theologian, author and well-known Catholic speaker who appears regularly 
on EWTN 

Deacon Harold Burke-Sivers, known as the “Dynamic Deacon” and author of the book, 
“Behold the Man: A Catholic Vision of Male Spirituality”

Kendra Tierney, Catholic author, speaker, and graphic designer who writes the popular blog 
“Catholic All Year”

Amanda Zurface, Catholic Campaign Coordinator for Covenant Eyes, an anti-pornography 
program

Avera Maria Santo, up and coming speaker and blogger of “My Holy of Holies” known for her 
love of the Catholic Church’s teachings on homosexuality

Registration and volunteer sign-up now open
bismarckdiocese.com/thirst2019

We are proud to support the
Diocese of Bismarck  

We are committed to working with 
our investment clients to create a  

better future for their communities.
- Philip L. Hildebrandt, CEO

Providing 
a place for 
healing 
since 1885.

CHIStAlexiusHealth.org

106 6th St. W., Williston, ND 58801
(701) 572-6731 • stjparish.com

Church
of

St. Joseph,
Williston

St. Boniface, Grenora
St. John the Baptist, Trenton

Thank you to our generous sponsors

725 12th St W.
Dickinson 

(701) 483-2134

QueenQueenQueenQueenQueenQueen
of Peaceof Peaceof Peace

Parish,Parish,Parish,
DickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinsonDickinson

North Dakota  •  South Dakota
Minnesota  •  Wisconsin  •  Wyoming

Visit yourcatholicradiostation.com
for more information and to listen live.enroll@umary.edu  •  800-288-6279 (MARY)

for  Life.

ComeToMary.com

A charitable foundation 
established to serve the

Catholic Diocese of Bismarck.
Helping you give charitably, in a 

way that is meaningful to you,
is what we’re all about.

Call us today! (701) 204-7206
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By James Odermann
DCA Writer

The seminary students 
from the Bismarck 
Diocese were hosted by 
the Belfield Knights of 
Columbus Council 6310 at 
the 4th annual Seminarian 
Getaway: Unload and 
Unwind. Thirteen current 
and prospective priesthood 
seminarians, studying all 
over the world, and three 
priests serving the Catholic 
faithful within the diocese, 
celebrated camaraderie while 
participating in the event.

“What a great bunch of 
guys,” said Roger Decker, 
one of the main organizers 
for the event. “What a 
privilege to entertain them 
locally in our parish, council 
and community.”

Decker, however, boldly noted 
a stronger desire to have the 
seminarians in the community. 
“They (the seminarians) will never 
forget us and they keep us in their 
prayers. Our prayers and best 
wishes to the seminarians on their 
journey to priesthood,” he said.

Father Josh Waltz, vocation 
director for the diocese, capsulized 
the event hosted by the St. 
Bernard Parish as a positive for 
the students and the parishioners 
who interact with them. “To have 
the guys come home and be in one 
place together, I think is a huge 
thing for them,” he said. “These 
parishes are praying for these men 
all the time, and supporting them 
financially. A lot of times they just 
see their faces on the vocation 
poster.

“This is where people get a 
chance to actually sit down and 
talk with the seminarians and 
realize they’re just normal guys 
who are trying to decide to be the 
best men they can be and push 
each other to be the best men they 
can be. I think that (this) really is 
a good boost for the laity as well to 
see that everything they are doing 
comes to fruition in something 
that is done like this out at St. 
Bernard’s.”

Participants included Logan 
Obrigewitch, Isaiah Jilek, Eric 
Artz, Colton Steiner, Greg 
Hilzendeger, Isaiah Fischer, 
Anthony Dukart, Jacob Bennett, 
Jacob Degele, Benjamin Wanner, 
Nick Vetter, Josh Hill and Dustin 
Johns. Fathers Josh Waltz, Chris 
Kadrmas and Shane Campbell also 
attended. 

Belfield Knights of Columbus 
Council Grand Knight Bruce 
Baer said the council has been 
pleased with the feedback, local 
sponsorship cooperation and 
seminarian participation. “I am 
confident they (seminarians) left 
the event feeling the support of the 
Belfield Catholic Daughters and 
the Belfield Knights of Columbus 
while they continue with their 
formation.”

Waltz likened seminary 
formation to “boot camp …They 
have a pretty rigorous schedule. 
Their days are full, all the time, 

which is good because as priests 
they are going to be busy, too.”

The seminarians study all over 
the world. “A lot of those big cities 
are not small-town North Dakota,” 
Fr. Waltz said. “And, so, when they 
get back here, I know they love 
stuff like this because they just get 
to be with the people who, God 
willing, one day they will serve. 
And, I think the people benefit 
from that because they get to see 
the people that, God willing, one 
day will be with them and serving 
them.”

Decker added, “It’s been 
enjoyable to get to know them 
kind of on a personal level.” 

One of the main endeavors of 
the event is a prairie dog hunt, 
which assists local ranchers and 
beef producers control prairie 
dogs and other vermin that are 
infringing on range habitat. In 
the process of setting this up, 
seminarians share their skills and 
visit different landowners each 
year. 

“The guys get to know different 
guides, to just sit and talk with 
them,” Fr. Waltz said. “I know, 
even on our hunt, we talked about 
the faith, we talked about hunting, 
we talked about all types of stuff.”

Tom Tessier, a guide and one 
of the organizers for the event, 
chimed in and noted, “The 

event provides an opportunity 
for seminarians to share their 
story with other seminarians, to 
talk about experiences as they 
prepare for the priesthood. I 
have witnessed discussion where 
older seminarians mentor the 
younger seminarians, sharing 
their experiences and providing 
positive encouragement. We are 
all members of the Church and we 
need to help lift each other up. I 
see all of this happening among 
the seminarians and when they 
interact with our council and 
parish members.” 

Father Waltz said the Bismarck 
Diocese has “outstanding 
numbers” in seminary studies 
now, which “… not only does that 
fire up the people, but it also fires 
up us priests, the presbyterate, 
because we know that there are 
guys coming behind us to fill the 
ranks.”

The success and notoriety of 
the event has the Belfield Knights 
of Columbus Council 6310 and 
Catholic Daughters making 
plans to continue the event. The 
reputation of the event among 
seminarians from other dioceses 
is growing. Father Waltz sees an 
opportunity to welcome people 
from outside the diocese.

He suggested inviting 
seminarians from other dioceses, 

“even maybe a couple of the 
members of the Knights of 
Columbus from their home 
parishes,” he said. “Get them up 
here and just let them see what 
we’re doing up here.”

Father Waltz suggested, “I 
think this is something (that) 
could be for the nation, not just 
for North Dakota…What you guys 
(Belfield Knights of Columbus 
Council 6310) have done…is to get 
(Knights of Columbus) councils 
to think outside the box and do 
something different.

He encouraged the Belfield 
Knights of Columbus to continue 
their work. “I think this has just 
grown and grown and grown and 
we look forward to it, God willing, 
in future years and look forward 
to your generosity and are grateful 
for all you do,” he concluded.

The Knights of Columbus 
Council 6310 is making plans for 
the 2020 event.

Protecting our children
The Diocese of Bismarck is 

firmly committed to the health 
and protection of our children, 
young people and vulnerable 
adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suffering from sexual 
abuse in the Catholic Church, 
we encourage anyone who has 
suffered from this abuse to please 
come forward and let us know. 
To report allegations of sexual 
abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, 
PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-
1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 
1.877.405.7435. Email the victim 
assistance coordinator, Joyce 
McDowall, at victimassistance@
bismarckdiocese.com.
code of conduct

The Catholic Church must be 
exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether 
diocesan or parish, and volunteers 
are held accountable for their 
behavior.  To enable the highest 
level of accountability, there must 
be a clear and unambiguous 
definition of appropriate behavior. 
To this end, this Code of Conduct 
is defined for the Diocese of 
Bismarck and it provides a 
foundation for implementing 
effective and enforceable 
standards for all personnel. View 
the Code of Conduct at http://
www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Submitted photos
Members of the Belfield Knights of Columbus Council 6310 and Belfield Catholic Daughters Court Our Mother of Perpetual Help #2148 
welcomed Bismarck Diocese seminarians and priests earlier this summer at the Seminarian Getaway: Unload and Unwind. Sitting, Logan 
Obrigewitch, Isaiah Jilek, Eric Artz, Colton Steiner, Greg Hilzendeger, Isaiah Fischer; kneeling: Fr. Josh Waltz, Anthony Dukart, Jacob Bennett, 
Jacob Degele, Benjamin Wanner, Nick Vetter, Josh Hill, Dustin Johns, Fr. Chris Kadrmas; standing: Deb Hutzenbiler, Rene Syminow, Mary Baer,  
Fr. Shane Campbell, Rudy Syminow, Tony Krebs, Scott Hutzenbileer, Bruce Baer, Ron Decker, Ed Decker, Roger Decker, Tom Tessier, Vern Kadrmas, 
Rosie Decker, Ericka Hutzenbiler.

Seminarians share experiences with laity
St. Bernard Parish hosts local event

Father Chris Kadrmas (left) with statue of Mary he won at the seminarian getaway in 
Belfield as part of the “sharpshooter” contest. Looking on (at right) are Ron Decker and Ed 
Decker. 
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“� ank You for your
generous support of the

2019 God’s Share 
Appeal.”

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

Ascension, Bismarck $123,798.00  $132,835.50  53% 50%
Cathedral, Bismarck $266,704.00  $318,720.90  45% 42%
Corpus Christi, Bismarck $258,637.00  $255,410.00  43% 40%
St. Anne, Bismarck $177,892.00  $193,803.33  50% 48%
St. Mary, Bismarck $155,054.00  $100,144.00  37% 35%
St. Hildegard, Menoken $30,538.00  $32,815.00  60% 60%
St. Bonaventure, Underwood $13,381.00  $8,418.00  66% 66%
Sacred Heart, Wilton $13,795.00  $9,965.00  65% 65%
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake $7,744.00  $7,097.00  79% 79%
St. Edwin, Washburn $14,268.00  $11,020.00  45% 41%
St. Mary, Hague $8,844.00  $6,590.00  48% 42%
St. Paul, Hazelton $8,542.00  $8,575.00  58% 56%
St. Anthony, Linton $46,717.00  $35,236.00  54% 54%
St. Michael, Linton $6,658.00  $11,075.00  103% 103%
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg $21,221.00  $ 20,495.00  71% 69%
St. Katherine, Braddock $7,984.00  $5,885.00  66% 66%

If you have not yet made your donation to the
2019 God’s Share Appeal but would still like to

support Bishop Kagan’s ministry, you may do so by 
sending your donation to: 

God’s Share Appeal, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

or by clicking on the “Gifting Opportunities” tab
at bismarckdiocese.com.

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, chairpersons, secretaries, and all the individual 
volunteers who gave so freely of their time and talent to 

make the annual God’s Share Appeal a huge success.

2019 God’s Share Appeal
“In whatever you do, in word or in deed, we give thanks to God the Father.”

                                                                                                                       —Colossians 3:17

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Joseph, Beulah $41,746.00  $46,505.00  55% 53%
St. Theresa, Carson $10,566.00  $4,997.50  39% 39%
St. Martin, Center $11,601.00  $7,000.00  51% 48%
St. Vincent, Crown Butte $7,653.00  $8,635.00  62% 60%
St. Lawrence, Flasher $12,468.00  $15,565.00  59% 58%
St. Peter, Fort Yates $3,803.00  $3,020.00  27% 22%
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin $26,749.00  $27,936.00  101% 78%
St. Martin, Hazen $29,279.00  $30,728.00  50% 47%
St. Martin, Huff $6,302.00  $9,205.00  61% 57%
Christ the King, Mandan $84,395.00  $83,212.19  51% 51%
St. Joseph, Mandan $127,995.00  $98,652.50  38% 36%
Spirit of Life, Mandan $120,980.00  $239,248.00  41% 39%
St. Pius, New Salem $15,856.00  $14,032.00  41% 38%
St. Gertrude, Raleigh $6,916.00  $5,587.16  72% 69%
St. Anthony, St. Anthony $8,475.00  $10,815.00 43% 39%
St. Philomena, Selfridge $1,763.00  $780.00  29% 29%
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball $187.00  $3.00  33% 33%
St. James, Porcupine $417.00  $0.00  0% 0%
St. Joseph, Grant County $2,399.00  $5,180.00  100% 100%
St. Mary, Almont $3,442.00  $4,765.00  89% 83%
Sacred Heart, Solen $1,010.00  $575.00  50% 50%
St. Ann, Hebron $16,294.00  $15,560.19  60% 54%

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. John, Beach $45,162.00  $30,192.63  83% 83%
St. Bernard, Belfi eld $40,030.00  $30,967.00  62% 60%
Queen of Peace, Dickinson $108,609.00  $105,725.73  52% 51%
St. Joseph, Dickinson $80,896.00  $77,346.00  48% 47%
St. Patrick, Dickinson $106,559.00  $106,559.00  56% 54%
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson $91,134.00  $79,222.50  51% 49%
St. Thomas, Gladstone $4,483.00  $5,155.00  65% 65%
St. Mary, Golva $18,979.00  $12,326.04  105% 102%
St. Paul, Halliday $7,466.00  $8,235.00  74% 74%
St. Joseph, Killdeer $36,593.00  $101,680.70  66% 66%
St. Elizabeth, Lefor $6,984.00  $3,437.00  58% 55%
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec $5,376.00  $6,555.00  78% 78%
St. Mary, Richardton $28,938.00  $25,577.00  45% 43%
St. Mary, South Heart $13,637.00  $21,293.00  69% 67%
St. Mary, Medora $2,931.00  $1,939.58  110% 110%
St. Stephen, Stark County $4,680.00  $5,374.00  72% 72%
St. Charles, Bowman $32,566.00  $36,141.00  57% 48%
Holy Trinity, Hettinger $22,461.00  $14,866.00  49% 46%
St. Vincent, Mott $23,192.00  $24,381.00  74% 73%
St. Mary, New England $28,321.00  $21,831.00  53% 51%
St. Henry, Regent $8,477.00  $11,635.00  76% 76%
St. John, New Leipzig $2,739.00  $3,705.00  73% 73%
St. Mary, Marmarth $3,467.00  $2,415.00  19% 19%
St. Mel, Rhame $3,515.00  $10,600.00  71% 71%
Sacred Heart, Reeder $4,046.00  $7,610.00  67% 67%
Sacred Heart, Scranton $10,358.00  $6,090.00  38% 38%

2019 God’s Share Appeal Goal: .......... $3,261,100
2019 Total Commitments:  ................$3,337,034
Total Number of Donors:  ........................ 10,144
Figures as of September 1, 2019

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Nicholas, Garrison $29,369.00  $35,416.00  54% 51%
St. Mary, Foxholm $10,326.00  $14,276.66  59% 59%
St. Philomena, Glenburn $8,681.00  $6,712.00  65% 62%
St. Agnes, Kenmare $15,043.00  $6,226.00  40% 38%
Immaculate Conception, Max $5,622.00  $7,210.00  58% 58%
Little Flower, Minot $52,962.00  $55,752.00  60% 58%
Our Lady of Grace, Minot $143,959.00  138,486.00  44% 42%
St. John, Minot $82,775.00  $81,237.71  47% 45%
St. Leo, Minot $131,763.00  $91,712.44  59% 57%
St. Jerome, Mohall $10,157.00  $16,036.00  69% 67%
St. Ann, Berthold $7,441.00  $9,320.00  69% 69%
St. John, Lansford $6,995.00  $8,440.00  69% 69%
St. James, Sherwood $8,422.00  $6,470.00  66% 63%
St. Joseph, Bowbells $4,525.00  $3,785.00  44% 44%
Sacred Heart, White Shield $1,364.00  $700.00  21% 21%

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Patrick, Crosby $12,858.00  $13,955.00  55% 55%
St. Anthony, Mandaree $5,845.00  $2,310.00  21% 14%
St. Anthony, New Town $11,460.00  $36,452.00  49% 47%
St. Bridget, Parshall $6,795.00  $4,485.00  38% 38%
Holy Rosary, Stanley $33,453.00  $64,540.00  63% 62%
St. Thomas, Tioga $15,192.00  $14,027.50  64% 64%
Epiphany, Watford City $41,345.00  $37,755.00  46% 46%
St. Joseph, Williston $97,844.00  $137,182.50  37% 36%
St. John, Portal $4,274.00  $4,285.00  88% 82%
St. Luke, Noonan $4,503.00  $5,365.00  87% 87%
St. Boniface, Grenora $6,531.00  $20,925.00  106% 94%
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes $2,944.00  $6,900.00  22% 22%
St. Elizabeth, Makoti $3,604.00  $2,230.00  94% 76%
Sacred Heart, Plaza $4,189.00  $1,450.00  63% 63%
St. James, Powers Lake $6,715.00  $11,080.00  53% 50%
St. Michael, Ray $7,603.00  $7,705.00  68% 66%
Our Lady, Alexander $6,443.00  $18,000.00  20% 20%
St. John, Trenton $5,775.00  $6,640.00  38% 36%
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In July 2014, police found the 
body of 18-year-old Conrad Roy 
inside his truck in Fairhaven, 
Massachusetts, having died from 
carbon monoxide poisoning. 

As the case unfolded, it became 
apparent that a friend of his, 
17-year-old Michelle Carter, had 
encouraged him toward suicide. 
In a series of texts, she repeatedly 
pressured him to go through with 
it by sending messages like, “You 
keep pushing it off  and say you’ll 
do it but u never do. It’s always 
gonna be that way if u don’t take 
action.” 

As he sat in a remote spot in 
the Kmart parking lot, the truck’s 
cab fi lling up with fumes, he 
got cold feet and stepped out of 
his makeshift death chamber, 
seemingly confl icted about what 
he was doing. He then spoke with 
Michelle by phone, who coaxed 
him to continue the suicide. The 
call was not recorded, but months 
after his death, she texted another 
friend and recounted how Conrad 
had grown scared at the last 
moment, climbing out of the truck, 
and that she had told him to get 
back in. She then listened over 
the phone as he succumbed to the 
fumes 47 minutes later.

Following a high-profi le trial 
that received extensive media 
coverage, Michelle was convicted 
of involuntary manslaughter 
and sentenced to 2 1/2-years 
behind bars, of which she has to 
serve a minimum of 15 months. 
Prosecutors claimed that her 
motive may have been to gain 
attention and sympathy as the 
“grieving girlfriend.” 

The case drew intense national 
and international attention, 
partly because it involved a 
relationship that had played out 
mostly through texts and Facebook 
messages. Even though Michelle 
and Conrad lived less than an hour 
apart, they rarely met in person. 

As Michelle was led away from 
the trial in handcuff s, the court 
of public opinion was virtually 
unanimous in condemning her 
actions as reprehensible. Her 
actions and the trial proceedings, 

however, also opened up broader 
questions about provocation 
toward suicide in a society like 
ours that increasingly devalues 
human life. In fact, the public 
reaction to Michelle’s behavior 
reveals a striking irony at the heart 
of Conrad’s suicide. 

The irony involves the moral 
outrage that surfaced regarding 
Michelle’s text messages. Similar 
indignation about encouraging 
someone to commit suicide is, 
paradoxically, almost entirely 
absent when it comes to 
“physician-assisted” suicide. 
Michelle’s text messages embraced 
the same key ideas that lawmakers 
in nine states have now enacted 
through legislation, namely, 
that it’s sometimes allowable 
to encourage and participate in 
suicide. Most legislation, however, 
only permits those in the medical 
fi eld, those dressed in white lab 
coats, as it were, to be involved. 

This requirement seems quite 
arbitrary, of course, if the real 
goal is to alleviate suff ering by 
eliminating the suff erer. After 
all, Michelle was convinced she 
was acting compassionately by 
assisting Conrad to escape from 
what she claimed was his misery, 
depression and intense emotional 
and psychological suff ering. Who 
is to say that Michelle was wrong 
if the white lab coats are right? 
If it were deplorable for Michelle 
Carter to facilitate Conrad Roy’s 
suicide, how can it be good for 
physicians and other health care 
workers to facilitate the suicides 
of their ailing patients who are at 
least as fragile and vulnerable as 
Conrad was?

This remarkable moral 
schizophrenia may soon be 
enshrined in a new piece of 
legislation that claims to outlaw 
participation in a person’s suicide. 
Massachusetts state lawmakers 
and Conrad’s family gathered in 
July 2019 at the Statehouse to 
introduce Conrad’s Law, a bill 
making it a crime to encourage 
or assist a person in taking his 
or her life. On the face of it, 
the law obviously seems like a 

sensible piece of legislation, but 
even as lawmakers were trying 
to stop people from assisting at 
suicides like Conrad Roy’s, they 
were simultaneously seeking 
to protect medical personnel 
who might assist at the suicides 
of their patients. The double 
standard was impossible to miss, 
with Conrad’s Law including an 
explicit subsection exempting 
those involved in physician-
assisted suicide from prosecution. 
Even though physician-assisted 
suicide is not yet legal in the 
Massachusetts Commonwealth, 
another bill promoting it is 
under active consideration by the 
legislature. 

Society really can’t have it 
both ways, glamorizing the act 

of suicide 
in some 
cases and 
demonizing it in others. By 
yielding to the proposition 
that suicide is not an evil to be 
repudiated, but a form of “relief” 
to be conferred on those who 
suff er, we eff ectively abandon 
our neighbors, the Conrads and 
countless others, in their moment 
of greatest need.
g    Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned 
his doctorate in neuroscience from Yale 
and did post-doctoral work at Harvard. He 
is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, 
and serves as the Director of Education at 
The National Catholic Bioethics Center in 
Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in 
Bismarck.  See www.ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

Contradictory suicide messaging

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Share God-given talents through the fi nal phase
“Am I ready?”
That was the question I proposed to myself 

as I refl ected on recent summer scripture 
readings about preparedness. There is a 
foreboding sense of uneasiness that is easy to 
overtake one when listening to and refl ecting on 
priorities in life. 

The easy answer is “tomorrow” but that is too 
easy and really skirts the issue of what is next. 
The normal phases of human life involve birth, 
youth, adolescence, adulthood, retirement 
and death. Yes, each of those segments can be 
dissected into phases. The fi rst and the last 
phases, however, are single event situations—
and the last cannot be realized without the fi rst. 
Furthermore, the fi rst is the beginning of the 
last.

As I contemplated the various phases, it 
struck me that God is my partner along the way, 
helping even when I do not ask for help. God 
certainly has the big picture window look at 

my life and knows, often to my human chagrin, 
what is best for me. It is always after the fact, 
when more pieces of the puzzle are revealed, 
that I am thankful for God’s plan.

The Scripture lessons spoke to the need to be 
ready—for the fi nal phase. Yet, prior to that last 
and fi nal call, am I sitting around and waiting 
for the last and fi nal phase? I especially recalled 
the line in the Gospel of St. Luke, “Much will 
be required of the person entrusted with much, 
and still more will be demanded of the person 
entrusted with more.”

Does retirement mean that life is over? 
Does retirement mean I cannot enjoy vibrancy 
of young people? Does retirement mean 
absconding from society? Does retirement 
mean I can acquiesce the responsibility of 
living?  

An often-recited mantra is the importance of 
sharing time, talent and treasure. Now is when I 
should have the time. I do, however, remember 

fellow seniors (much 
older than I) remark, “I 
am busier in retirement 
than I was when I was working.” 

Or, is it just a case of moving slower, more 
deliberately. The cause is not important, 
the result is what counts. There are many 
opportunities to help others in the world: 
reading or storytelling in schools, visiting shut-
ins, volunteering at the library. The list of ways 
to help is only limited by one’s imagination. 

I need to answer the call; I need to share time 
with those in need. I need to answer God’s call 
to help others. And, I need to live so that I am 
ready. 

Care to join me?
g Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on the family farm in 
Billings County. They are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic celebrations there as 
well as at the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 
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WHEREAS, heredity plays 
a most important part in the 
transmission of crime, insanity, 
idiocy, and imbecility, and our 
institutions for degenerates are 
overcrowded on account of the lack 
of adequate means of checking the 
ever-increasing numbers of this 
class; and whereas, there is now 
no provision in law authorizing 
an operation for the sterilization 
of defective persons, this act shall 
take eff ect and be in force from and 
after its passage and approval. 

With that “emergency” language, 
North Dakota became one of 
the fi rst states in the nation to 
authorize forced sterilizations.

Eugenics is the erroneous idea 
that humans and society can be 
made better by encouraging birth 
of individuals with “good” genes 
and preventing the conception of 
persons with “bad” genes. It was 
the rage in scientifi c, medical and 
legal circles from the beginning 
of the 20th century to the end of 
World War II, though it manifests 
itself in other ways even today.  
North Dakota embraced eugenics 
early, becoming among the fi rst 
states to adopt laws expressly for 
eugenics, including the sterilization 
law.

Purposely destroying a normal 
functioning healthy organ to 
prevent future conception is 
always wrong, no matter what 

the reason and even if done with 
consent. Forced or coerced eugenic 
sterilization by the state is triply 
wrong because it (1) violates the 
dignity of the individual by not 
obtaining consent and (2) furthers 
a eugenic purpose.  Pope Pius XI 
made the latter clear in 1930 with 
his encyclical Casti Connubii.

Many North Dakotans, however, 
enthusiastically embraced 
eugenic sterilization in the last 
century. In the early weeks of 
the 1913 legislative session, 
Dr. E.P. Quain gave a lecture 
promoting eugenics, including 
the “sterilization of all defectives” 
by the state who were considered 
“incurable mentally, morally, or 
physically, and therefore unfi t 
for procreation.”  Quain was a 
well-respected surgeon in the 
state and one of the founders the 
Q & R Clinic (now Sanford) and 
the Bismarck Hospital (also now 
part of Sanford). The legislature 
overwhelming passed the new 
law a few months later. Only four 
senators opposed its fi nal passage. 

Under the law, if an 
administrator of the state hospital, 
the “state school for the feeble-
minded” in Grafton, the reform 
school or the state prison believed 
that procreation by a resident or 
patient would “likely . . . result 
in defective or feeble-minded 
children with criminal tendencies” 

not “desirable or benefi cial to the 
community,” the person could be 
sterilized. In addition, all states 
attorneys were obligated to refer 
for possible sterilization the names 
of any felons who had two or more 
prior convictions. To broaden the 
reach of the law, another statute 
stated that a person did not have 
to be “properly classifi ed” as 
“feeble minded” to be considered 
for sterilization. It was enough 
if the person was thought to be 
“off ensive to the public peace or to 
good morals.” Not stopping there, 
the 1915 legislature added those 
persons “whose defects prevent 
them from receiving proper 
training in the public schools.” 
Epileptics were added in 1927.

The law had no procedure 
for a hearing from the impacted 
individual, the family, judicial 
review or appeal.

Parents were, however, 
sometimes consulted to bypass 
the requirements of the law. In 
1918, the superintendent of the 
facility in Grafton, Dr. A. R. T. 
Wylie, reported that the Grafton 
institution had not performed 
sterilizations “strictly under the 
law” because a member of his 
medical board opposed them “from 
moral standpoints.” Nevertheless, 
Wylie was able to conduct 
sterilizations on residents by 
getting consent from the parents. 

Later, the Grafton facility required 
sterilization before a resident could 
be discharged.

The superintendent of the 
state hospital at the time, Dr. 
William Hotchkiss, was a strong 
supporter of eugenic sterilization. 
He reported in 1918: “The statute 
is of inestimable eugenical value, 
because of its possibilities in 
eliminating defective hereditary 
infl uences.” He lamented, however, 
that he could not do more. “Since 
the law has been in eff ect we have 
sterilized thirty males and two 
females; but we have done much 
less than contemplated, because 
the lack of fi nance prevented the 
hiring of surgical nurses. We have 
eleven cases of females who are to 
be operated on when possible.” 

The law was revised in 1927 to 
allow an appeal process, but that 
did not hinder the state’s eugenic 
agenda. In fact, the number of 
forced sterilizations in the state 
skyrocketed in the 1930s and 
did not drop to their pre-1927 
levels until the 1960s. We will 
visit that history and how Native 
Americans were subjected to forced 
sterilization in a future column.

g   Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in mat-
ters of public policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

North Dakota embraced eugenics early 

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Martin
Location: Hazen
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, buns, 
pie and ice cream
Includes: Raffl  e

Sacred Heart
Location: Wilton (Memorial Hall)
Date/time:  Sunday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, salads, 
buns and pie 
Cost: Adults $10, children 4-10 $5, children 3 and 
under free
Includes: Chinese auction, kid’s games, pumpkin 
walk

St. Anthony
Location: St. Anthony 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, Noon 
Menu: Fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen 
and trimmings 
Cost: Adults $10, children 3-12 $5, children under 
3 free
Includes: Mass at 11 a.m., Verein Hall activities from 
12:30 to 4 p.m. of bingo, silent auction, paddle 
wheel and other games, ending with drawings for 
parish and Christian Mothers raffl  es. 

Sts. Peter & Paul
Location: Strasburg 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 4:30 p.m. 
Menu: Fried chicken, country-style sausage, rice 
dressing with all the trimmings, homemade pies 
and desserts
Cost: Adults (grade 7 and up) $12, children (grades 
K-6) $6; preschool $2
Includes: Parish marketplace, bingo, raffl  e

St. Anne
Location: Bismarck 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Egg bake breakfast

Cost: Free-will off ering
Includes: Baked goods and craft sale after the 4:30 
Mass on Saturday, Oct. 5, raffl  e drawing at 12:30 
p.m. on Sunday

Holy Trinity
Location: Hettinger
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 6, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Menu: Turkey, meatballs, all the trimmings and 
homemade pie (take out and in-town deliveries 
call 567-2772 between 8-11 a.m. to place order)
Cost: Free-will off ering

Christ the King
Location: Mandan
Date/time: Saturday, Oct. 12, 5-7 p.m. 
Menu: Cheese buttons, kraut nip, country-style 
sausage, German potato salad, borscht, kuchen, 
lemonade and coff ee
Cost: Adults $14, children $7, $4 for a hot dog meal
Includes: Quilt auction beginning at 6:30 p.m.

St. Katherine
Location: Braddock 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 13, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Menu: Chipped beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
hamburger rice, coleslaw, carrots, relishes, 
homemade buns and pie
Cost: Adults $12, grades 1-8 $6, under six free
Includes: Silent auction, raffl  e and bingo at the 
community hall beginning at 5:30 p.m.

St. Mary
Location: Bismarck 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 13, 4 to 6 p.m. 
Menu: Turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy, 
green bean casserole, dinner rolls, pumpkin and 
apple pie, angel food cake, beverages
Cost: Adults $11, ages 3-8 $5
Includes: Silent auction

St. Theresa
Location: Carson 
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 13, 11 a.m. MT 

Menu: Fleischkiechle, sausage, kraut nip, slaw, 
potato salad, kuchen
Includes: Raffl  e, kid’s games, Chinese auction, 
silent auction, bingo

St. Nicholas
Location: Garrison
Date/time: Sunday, Oct. 20, 4:30 to 7 p.m. 
Menu: Roast beef, pork, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
coleslaw, vegetables, dessert
Cost: Adults $12, children (6-12) $6, ages 5 and 
under free 

St. Joseph
Location: Dickinson 
Date/time: Saturday, Nov. 2, 4:30 p.m. 
Menu: Kraut and dumplings, sausage, creamed 
chicken, oven-browned potatoes, baked apples 
and carrots, pickles, pies and kuchen, beverages 
Cost: Adults $12, children (4-18) $8, ages 3 and 
under free 
Includes: Silent auction, bake sale, wine/beer pull 

St. Mary
Location: New England 
Date/time: Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2-3
Menu: Turkey and all the trimmings (Saturday at 5 
p.m.); fried chicken and roast beef (Sunday at 11 
a.m.)
Cost: Adults $14, children (6-12) $7, ages 5 and 
under free 
Includes: Bingo, midway, silent auction, games for 
all ages

St. John the Apostle
Location: Minot
Date/time: Sunday, Nov. 3, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Menu: Roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, 
coleslaw, special pumpkin dessert (gluten free on 
request)
Cost: Adults $10, children (5-12) $5
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What do I tell my kids who ask “WHY” we have 
to go to Mass?

This is an important question that I’m sure many parents 
have heard from their children. Unfortunately, many 
Catholics (even good Catholics) don’t know how to 
answer it. Suffi  ce it to say that many know that it is what 

they should do, but don’t necessarily know why. So why is it 
that we have to go to Mass every Sunday (and every holy day of 
obligation)?

In order to answer this question, we need to consider what the 
Mass is and its Old Testament prefi gurement. In the Old Testament, 
we learn that the Third Commandment is “Remember the sabbath 
day – keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8). The reason for this is that in the 
fi rst story of creation God rested on the seventh day (Ex. 20:11). 
Deuteronomy gives us further information: “Remember that you 
too were once slaves in the land of Egypt, and the LORD, your God, 
brought you out from there with a strong hand and outstretched 
arm. That is why the LORD, your God, has commanded you to 
observe the sabbath day” (Deuteronomy 5:15). What we see here 
is that the Jews are being commanded to observe the Sabbath as 
a “memorial” of what God has done for them. In fact, had the Jews 
not observed the Sabbath, we can plainly see how they would 
have easily forgotten what the Lord had done for them as the years 
went by.

But there’s more! The Jews had a very interesting conception of 
what “memorial” meant. The Jews had the idea that when they 
carried out a memorial that the original event was, in some sense, 
present. At the same time, the Jews would recall that not only had 

God liberated their ancestors from slavery in Egypt, but that God 
had also liberated them, even though they were born many years 
later.

On this point, we remember what Jesus said to his Apostles on 
Holy Thursday. Having instituted the Eucharist, he says “Do this in 
memory of me.” In the Eucharist, we have a memorial of what Christ 
has done for us, but rather than remembering liberation from 
slavery in Egypt, we remember that Christ has liberated us from sin. 
Also, this memorial makes the sacrifi ce of Christ (the perfect act of 
worship off ered to God the Father) present before us (remember 
that we actually receive his body and blood in the Eucharist).

On top of that, we also hear from Scripture at each Mass, which is 
the inspired Word of God. And, what does Scripture do for us? It 
reveals to us who God is and what he expects of us (among other 
things). If we want to grow in holiness, we would do well to listen 
to and read from Sacred Scripture.

Lastly, we might ask ourselves, “Why Sunday?” (and, consequently, 
Saturday evening). First, the weekly celebration of Mass on Sunday 
was the practice of the Apostles themselves (Acts 20:7). Why did 
they do this? Because Christ had risen from the dead on Sunday, 
hence Sunday has become a new Sabbath.

So, why do we go to Mass on Sunday? Because we NEED it.  We 
need it for our own holiness and for our salvation. If we do not go 
to Mass every Sunday (and, yes, missing Mass on even one Sunday 
is a mortal sin) we eff ectively forfeit our salvation. When we miss 
Mass on Sunday, we are essentially telling God that the sacrifi ce 
and resurrection of his Son are not important (on this point it is 
important to remember that the sacrifi ce of Christ is re-presented 
in the Eucharist, and my own personal prayers cannot provide a 
substitute for it). 

Let us always remember that when we come to Mass, we come to 
off er the perfect worship to a God who loves us.

g Fr. Greg Luger is parochial vicar at the Churches of St. Joseph in Williston, 
St. John the Baptist in Trenton and St. Boniface in Grenora.  If you have a 
question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply email your 
question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the 
subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. GREG LUGER

A:
Q:

We each share in the sublime 
responsibility to cultivate within 
our young people a real and lasting 
relationship with God. This is the 
culmination of all eff orts of each 
entrusted to care for the souls of 
young people: that each and all 
may come to know, love and serve 
God the Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. Indeed, this is the great 
work of the Holy Spirit and we, 
His temples, are called to cooper-
ate in the saving mission of God 
through the various roles that we 
have been blessed to receive as 
we each participate in the Body of 
Christ. 

Parents and guardians, your 
role in raising the next generation 
of saints is essential and irreplace-
able. Thank you for your openness 
to life and willingness to lay down 
your life for the happiness and 
holiness of your child(ren). Your 
ministry as a parent, tirelessly 
striving to educate your children, 
instill within them every virtue, 
and model to them the way of 
Christian life, cannot be done by 
any other. I urge you, continue 
to live in constant remembrance 
of your role as primary educator 
of the children entrusted to your 
care. Know you are not alone in 
this endeavor, for the Catholic 

Church, of which you are in com-
munion, makes every eff ort to sup-
port you and your family, believ-
ing that “the future of humanity 
passes by way of the family” (see 
Familiaris Consortio).  

Priests, you commit your very 
lives to making readily avail-
able the sacraments, through the 
sacramental graces conferred in 
you in acting as Jesus Christ, the 
head. Each day, you make present 
to the people of God, God Himself, 
through the transformation of 
ordinary bread and wine into the 
Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. 
What an unspeakable gift! Thank 
you for your great “YES” to God in 
accepting your call to ordination 
as a priest. Through by your par-
ticipation at the altar, Jesus Christ, 
the Source and Summit of our 
Catholic faith, alive in the Blessed 
Sacrament, comes to us. May 
our young people draw from the 
wellspring of graces present in the 
wealth of our wonderful priests.  

Deacons, you assist our priests 
in making available the sacra-
ments, amongst many other 
selfl ess responsibilities, by taking 
upon yourself the character of 
Christ the servant. Thank you for 
believing what you read, teaching 
what you believe, and practicing 

what you teach (see rite of ordina-
tion of a deacon). Your witness to 
self-gift is instrumental in em-
bodying to young people a life of 
service for the sake of the Gospel.  

Religious, whose witness to 
young people is made manifest in 
living out your vows and conse-
crating your life to the service of 
God, thank you for your complete 
gift of self in the way you live your 
life. May our young people be 
inspired by your witness to the 
charity of God. 

Lay catechetical leaders and 
educators of the faith, in the vari-
ous roles you serve, whether that 
be as director of religious educa-
tion, catechist, parish business 
manager, parish secretary, par-
ish volunteer, principal, teacher, 
youth minister or a great mix of 
any of these, thank you for so 
generously giving your time, eff ort 
and life to our young people. God 
will continue to use every ounce 
of your love so please, I implore, 
continue your great work! Never 
cease to work in collaboration with 
our good priests, deacons, and 
religious as each Christian shares 
in Christ’s priestly, prophetic, and 
kingly offi  ce.

The Offi  ce of Catechesis and 
Youth of the Diocese of Bismarck 

exists to serve each of you in your 
role and responsibility in forming 
our young people and ensuring op-
portunities to encounter the living 
God and grow in relationship with 
Him. I invite you to contact me 
at any time if you see a way I may 
assist your ministry or if you have 
any concerns, prayer requests, 
ideas or suggestions. For updates 
on all things Catechesis and Youth, 
please see the Diocesan website 
at https://bismarckdiocese.com/
catechesis-youth.  

My prayer is for each of us to 
witness the perfect love of God in 
the grave responsibility we have 
accepted in living the roles God 
has ordained. May young people 
encounter in each of us God Him-
self. Know of my prayers for each 
of you and may the love of God 
burn within you and overfl ow from 
you.  

Our Lady of the Rosary, Saint 
Pope John Paul II, Saint Joseph – 
Pray for us! 

g  Kraft is the director of the Offi  ce of Cat-
echesis and Youth which serves as a religious 
education resource for parishes; provides 
annual events for all ages promoting faith 
formation; and off ers training, workshops 
and retreats for pastors and parish staff .  

CHRIS KRAFT

Thank you from the Offi  ce of Catechesis and Youth

Handing on the Faith 
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Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org
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Mike Klabo, FICF
Linton

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Sam Owan
Williston/Minot
701-609-1918

sam.owan@kofc.org

Carter Fong
Dickinson

701-300-2551
carter.fong@kofc.org

Jeremy Vidmar
Mandan/Dickinson
701-690-8372

jeremy.vidmar@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

Catholic First. 
Catholic Always.

Founded by a priest in 1882
to protect Catholic families, 
the Knights of Columbus
continues its mission today.

Contact us to learn more

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E
L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E •  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

This special Mass honors physicians and 
those involved in the medical field.

Annual Diocesan

Monday, Oct. 21 • 5:30 p.m.
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit

You can learn more about the
Bismarck Catholic Physicians Guild,
a Charter Guild of the
Catholic Medical Association
on the diocese website at
bismarckdiocese.com/physiciansguild.

All are invited to attend!

White Mass
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