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a new diocesan director of 
vocations  ......................................Page 7

A LOOK INSIDE 

Three diocesan seminarians — 
Greg Hilzendeger, Ben Franchuk 
and Jacob Degele — will take an 
important step in their vocation 
with ordination to the transitional 
diaconate on May 14. 

All three men are studying at 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in 
St. Louis and are excited for the 
upcoming ordination as they 
continue in their formation for 
the priesthood. 

“This year has fl own by, but it 
has been fi lled with blessings,” 
shared Greg. “The Lord has given 
me a greater peace and generosity 
of heart as I approach ordination. 
Throughout the year, the reality 
of our upcoming ordination has 
become more real.”

With just a few weeks until 
diaconate ordination, there is 
much anticipation. Ben shared, 
“We only have about a month 
left until ordination and I could 
not be more convinced that God 
is calling me to become a deacon 
and eventually a priest. He has 

given me many graces this year 
of experiences of fatherhood and 
while I see a great joy in being 
a father, God is calling me to be 
a spiritual father to many. As 
we continue through the year, 
preaching practice homilies, 
practicing the sacraments, and 
being in the parish; I am fi nding 
a great joy in ministering to the 
people of St. Louis. I still long to 
serve the people of Bismarck, but 
this gives me a taste of what God 
is calling me to in the diocese.”

The three men have been 
spending time “practicing” the 
duties of a deacon. 

“Regularly giving practice 
homilies has really been making 
this upcoming ordination 
tangible,” said Jacob. “It has been 
great to receive feedback from 
classmates and to also listen and 
learn from the way in which my 
classmates preach. Throughout 
this year, we have also been 
practicing for baptisms, funerals, 
wedding preparation, exposition 

and benediction of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Each of these 
practices has involved wearing the 
vestments proper to the deacon. 
It’s hard to express how real this 
makes the upcoming ordination.”

All this practicing gets the men 
ready for their new role.

“I am excited for ordination as 
a signifi cant step on my journey 
towards the priesthood,” Greg 
said. “It is a great calling, far 
beyond what I am capable of on 
my own strength, but the Lord 
is faithful in providing for me. I 
am eager to lay my life down, to 
be consecrated to Christ for His 
service. Throughout seminary, 
I have tasted the joy of serving 
and drawing others into the love 
of Christ, and I am excited to 
participate in this service in a 

new way as a deacon. I especially 
look forward to assisting at Mass, 
baptizing and preaching.”

Ben added, “I am very excited 
for this step in my journey. God 
has called me to lay down my 
life as His priest and this is one 
step closer to that calling. I am 
looking forward to performing 
the sacraments. Helping people 
to come closer to God by being a 
minister in the work of God will 
give me great joy.”

The trio will spend their 
summer serving in parishes 
around the diocese. They will 
return to St. Louis in the fall 
to complete their fi nal year 
of seminary formation before 
priestly ordination in 2021.

—Staff  report

Three seminarians to be ordained May 14

Three diocesan seminarians (l-r) — Jacob Degele, Ben Franchuk and Greg Hilzendeger — will take an important 
step in their vocation with ordination to the transitional diaconate on May 14.

Submitted photos 
Seminarians spend much time in adoration before the 
Blessed Sacrament like this chapel at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary where several of the diocesan seminarians are 
studying in formation for the priesthood.

Transitional
diaconate
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The Solemnity of Easter, 
the Sunday of Sundays as the 
Fathers of the Church so aptly 
called it, occurs for us in the 
midst of suffering, death, 
worry and uncertainty. Our 
days are not unlike those days 
when the Lord of Glory had 
been crucified for our sakes 

and then, as He promised, rose 
triumphant over sin and death 
on that first Easter day.

I do not minimize this 
current health crisis nor 
do I want anyone not to do 
everything possible to keep 
free of this virus and to 
assist others to do the same, 
and to help others who are 
struggling, but we cannot lose 
sight of the enduring reason 
for our faith, our hope and our 
charity. Simply put, it is the 
Resurrection of our Crucified 
Lord and Savior.  

The first Easter Sunday after 
he was elected the Successor 
of Peter, Pope Benedict XVI 
proclaimed to the Church and 
the world in his message that 
Easter reveals to us the eternal 
truth that “God lives!” Because 
of Easter, we not only have 
no reason to be afraid, but we 
have every reason to believe 
and to be hopeful and most 
especially in the midst of our 
sufferings, death, worries and 
uncertainties.  

Because it is an absolute 
truth that God lives and He 
lives for us so that we may 
have life in abundance, let 
us respond to Him with our 
minds and hearts renewed. 
Chastened by the fact of this 
virus and relying on Him for 
our strength, may we approach 
the empty tomb this Easter 
Sunday with a joyful and 
humbled heart, knowing that 
the Passion and Death of the 
Lord endured by Him for us 
had to happen in order to 
bring us to the joy and peace 
of Easter Sunday.

Truly, every Easter Sunday 
and this Easter Sunday 
especially, let us express in 
word and in action our joy that 
“God lives!” Let us be resolved 
to live our hope in Him every 
day and not be afraid to be His 
faithful disciples.

We have Our Blessed 
Mother, Saint Joseph and the 
entire host of Heaven to pray 
for us and to show us the way 
of true discipleship.

Be assured of my daily 
prayers for all of you and I 
ask that you please remember 
our priests, seminarians and 
deacons in yours. Have a most 
blessed Easter and Easter 
season!

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Easter gives us reasons to be hopeful
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Staff  photo
Bishop Kagan addressed those in attendance at the informational session and training for 
a new initiative begun within the diocese called “Strong Catholic Families.” The meeting 
was held at St. Mary’s Parish in Bismarck in late February. 

*Until further notice, all Masses 
are closed to the public. Masses 
from the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit can be seen on livestream at 
cathedralparish.com. 
Apr. 3 • Cabinet Meeting, 

Chancery, Bismarck,
10 a.m.

Apr. 4 • Palm Sunday Vigil 
Mass, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
5 p.m.

Apr. 6 • Chrism Mass, Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 11 a.m.

Apr. 9 • Holy Thursday Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m.

Apr. 10 • Good Friday Service, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m.

Apr. 11 • Easter Vigil Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 8 p.m.

Apr. 14 • Real Presence Radio 
Interview, 9 a.m.

Apr. 20 • Priest Benefi t 
Association Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 
2:30 p.m.

Apr. 25 • University of Mary 
Graduation and 
Commencement 
Ceremony, Bismarck 
Event Center, 2:30 p.m.

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

APRIL 2020

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for April

Freedom from Addiction
We pray that those suff ering 
from addiction may be helped 
and accompanied
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On March 18, the Solemnity 
of St. Joseph, spouse of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, Bishop 
Kagan issued the following 
general directives regarding the 
coronavirus health crisis. This is 
the most up-to-date information 
at the time of printing. All 
information is subject to change. 
Consult bismarckdiocese.com for 
the most current information.

To the Catholic Faithful of the 
Diocese of Bismarck:

The most serious health crisis 
we are now experiencing, the 
COVID-19 virus has required 
unprecedented measures be 
taken by our national, state 
and local governments and, as 
devout Catholics and responsible 
citizens, we all have a share in 
this responsibility not to spread 
this virus, but to do all we can 
reasonably do to stop its spread 
and to pray and work for its end.  
As Catholics, this is our moral 
responsibility in justice and in 
charity.

Thus, after long hours of prayer 
and consultation, I must make 
the hard decision to cancel all 
public celebrations of the Mass, 
the sacraments and devotions 
until further notice that it is safe 
for us to gather again for public 
worship.  This is a great sorrow for 
me as your Bishop but, in justice 
and charity to you and to all in our 
diocese, I make this decision.

Thus, the following directives are 
to be observed in the Diocese 
of Bismarck and may not be 
changed or modified by anyone 
but the Diocesan Bishop:

Effective Thursday, March 19, 
2020 at 3 p.m. and until further 
notice, all daily and Sunday 
Masses were cancelled in the 
Diocese of Bismarck. This applies 
to all parishes, oratories, and 
chapels used for public worship. 
The Catholic faithful within 
the territory of the Diocese of 
Bismarck are dispensed from 
the obligation to attend Mass on 
Sundays and Holy Days.

Confirmation/First Communion 
- As a result, all of the scheduled 
celebrations of the sacrament of 

confirmation between Sunday, 
March 22, 2020 through Sunday, 
May 17, 2020, are cancelled and 
will be rescheduled for the fall 
between September and December 
2020. The same would apply to 
scheduled celebrations of the 
sacrament of First Communion 
within the parishes.

Communal Penance Services - All 
communal penance services are 
cancelled. All parish priests are 
to keep the regular schedule of 
confessions in their parishes but 
both priest and penitent are to use 
a screen for the celebration of the 
sacrament until further notice. 

Weddings - All weddings already 
scheduled may take place but 
are to be limited to the bride and 
groom, the two witnesses, the 
parents of the bride and groom 
and the priest or deacon who 
is to witness the marriage. The 
Church’s Rite of Matrimony 
Within or Outside of Mass may be 
used.

Funerals - All funerals are to be 
private not public, that is to say, 
for the immediate family only and 
for the priest or deacon who is the 
celebrant.  The Rite of Christian 
Funerals Within or Outside of 
Mass may be used. There is to be 
no wake and/or vigil observed 
the day before or day of the 
funeral. No luncheon or dinner is 
permitted in the church hall after 
the funeral.

Baptism - Infant baptism may be 
administered but may have only 
10 persons including the priest or 
deacon present. All RCIA classes 
are cancelled. The sacramental 
initiation of adults by a Profession 
of Faith or by baptism may take 
place at the discretion of the priest 
but must be done individually 
and with no more than 10 persons 
present. 

Religious Education - All parish 
religious education classes are 
cancelled until further notice. Our 
Catholics schools are following 
the directives of the State and will 
remain closed until it is deemed 
safe to reopen. Parents are asked 
to follow the directions given by 

their local Catholic schools.

Televised/Livestream Mass - As 
always, the televised Mass is 
available on the FOX TV affiliate 
in your viewing area on Sundays 
at 10 a.m. and 11:30 p.m. Please 
check the diocesan website and 
social media channels for updates 
and more details about livestream 
Masses.

Chrism Mass - The Mass of 
Chrism will be celebrated without 
a congregation present on 
Monday, April 6 at 11 a.m. CDT 
from the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit and this will be able to be 
viewed on the diocesan website.  
To protect our priests, there will be 
no general concelebration of this 
Mass, but our priests are asked 
to participate in the Renewal of 
their Ordination Promises via live 
stream.

Priests will be expected to offer 
Holy Mass privately every day 
if possible and to be available to 
provide the anointing of the sick 
and viaticum to all the Catholic 
faithful.  Please call your parish 

office with any special sacramental 
and spiritual need.  Each Parish is 
to keep its Church open during the 
day for the benefit of those who 
wish to pray in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament.

What all of us must do in 
these days is not lose hope in the 
merciful goodness of Almighty 
God. Even though we will not be 
physically close to one another 
at this time, by our fervent and 
humble prayer for each other and 
all who are ill and affected, we 
remain united in the powerful 
Communion of Saints.  Let us 
continue to beg Our Mother of 
Perpetual Help and Saint Joseph, 
Guardian of the Holy Family and 
Patron of the Universal Church, 
to assist us in our time of need by 
their powerful intercession.

I offer to all of you my daily 
prayers and my blessing.  Let 
us accompany one another and 
everyone on this holy journey of 
healing and purification.

O, Mother of Perpetual Help, 
pray for us who have recourse to 
Thee!

Diocese response to health crisis

Saint Joseph with the Infant Jesus by Guido Reni, c 1635

Saint Joseph, Guardian of the Redeemer, 
pray for us and protect us!

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND 
THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
April 1  Fr. Craig Vasek
April 2  Deacon Leonard Fischer
April 3  Br. John Seiler, OSB
April 4  Sr. Janet Zander, OSB
April 5  All Liturgical Ministers
April 6  Bishop Austin Vetter
April 7  Deacon Michael Fix
April 8  Seminarian Dustin 

Johns
April 9  Sr. Michael Emond, 

OSB

April 10 Sr. Karen Warren, 
SSND

April 11 Fr. David Morman and 
Kenyan Missionaries

April 12 All Seminarians and 
Religious in Formation

April 13 Fr. Josh Waltz
April 14 Deacon Lance Gartner
April 15 Br. Gregory Senger, 

OSB

April 16 Sr. Rosanne Zastoupil, 
OSB

April 17 Fr. Justin Waltz
April 18 Deacon Hans Gayzur
April 19 All Lay Ministers
April 20 Br. Elias Thienpont, 

OSB
April 21 Sr. Ruth Fox, OSB
April 22 Seminarian John 

Windsor

April 23 Fr. Terry Wipf
April 24 Sr. Idelle Badt, OSB
April 25 Fr. Thomas 

Wordekemper, OSB
April 26 Deacon Don Gion
April 27 Sr. Grace Dahmus, 

OSB
April 28 Br. Benet Tvedten, 

OSB
April 29 Sr. Rosemary 

DeGracia, OSB
April 30 Fr. Jarad Wolf
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Two diocesan seminarians, 
Grant Dvorak and Jake Magnuson, 
were among 38 men studying at 
the North American College in 
Rome to receive the Ministry of 
Acolyte at Mass on Feb. 23.

The Most Reverend J. 
Augustine DiNoia, OP, Adjunct 
Secretary of the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of the Faith, 
conferred the rite during Mass 
in the Chapel of the Immaculate 
Conception at the Pontifical North 
American College in Rome.

In his homily, Archbishop 
DiNoia reflected upon the two 
commands heard in the first 
reading from the book of Leviticus, 
and the Gospel according to 
Matthew, “Be holy, for I, the 
Lord, your God, am holy,” and 
“Be perfect as your heavenly 
Father is perfect.” These two 
commands, he observed, seem 
to be too exalted to be possible. 
Yet, the Archbishop assured the 

congregation, that “this lofty aim 
is not so far beyond us.” Rather, 
he stated, we have been created 
for such an end. The Archbishop 
explained, the perfection to which 
we are all called is to a perfection 
in charity, “it is in the acts of 
exceptional love for our neighbor 
that we most closely imitate God’s 
perfect holiness and his love for 
all,” and it is toward this goal 
of love and communion that we 
are all orientated. Therefore, he 
continued, “Christ is asking us to 
embrace the destiny that by divine 
design has been implanted in our 
very nature;” a destiny that can be 
realized only with the “profound 
inner transformation” of grace. 
The grace that elevates and heals, 
and “displaces the effects of sin 
with a redeemed holiness,” which 
allows us to “feel at home in the 
holy of holies.”

Addressing the newly instituted 
acolytes, Archbishop DiNoia, 

exhorted them, in particular, 
to ponder these commands. He 
reminded them that this day 
marked an important milestone 
along their path to Holy Orders 
and thus “to a more perfect 
configuration to Christ in the 
priesthood that is centered on the 
Eucharist and the sacramental 
life of the Church,” to which they 
are being invited more deeply 
into by accepting the ministry 
and responsibility of acolyte. 
Moreover, the Archbishop, 
continuing to speak directly to the 
newly instituted acolytes, stressed 
that, “since the celebration of the 
Holy Eucharist is at the very heart 
of the Ministry of Acolyte, you 
must hear the divine injunctions 
today as addressed directly and 
personally to you.” After quoting 
the 94th sermon of St. Leo the 
Great, the archbishop concluded 
by reiterating that “God sustains 
us in the lifelong pursuit which 

he has ordained for us, and now 
enjoins on us by precept. Far 
from being beyond us, those lofty 
aims are within the grasp of every 
Christian through the Father, the 
Son and the Holly Spirit.”

As part of the rite, the bishop 
placed the paten, which contains 
the hosts of the celebration 
of Mass, in the hands of each 
candidate. He then said, “take 
this vessel with bread for the 
celebration of the Eucharist. Make 
your life worthy of your service 
at the table of the Lord and of his 
Church.”

The seminarians, currently in 
their second year of formation for 
the priesthood, would have two 
additional years of theological 
studies before being ordained 
to the priesthood in their home 
diocese.

Information provided by the 
Pontifical North American College.

Seminarians receive ministry of acolyte
Photo credit: PNAC News Service 

Diocesan seminarians, Grant Dvorak (front, left) and Jake Magnuson (front, right), received the Ministry of Acolyte at Mass at the Pontifical North American College. On hand to 
celebrate was (back row, l-r): diocesan seminarians Josh Hill, Nick Vetter, Christian Smith and Steven Vetter, and Fr. Doug Krebs (front, center). All are studying in Rome.

Diocesan seminarian Grant Dvorak was among 38 men currently in their second year of 
formation for the priesthood who received the Ministry of Acolyte on Feb. 23.

Diocesan seminarian Jake Magnuson is handed the paten, which contains the hosts of the 
celebration of Mass, during the rite.
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Five live out their vocation as consecrated virgins in the diocese
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Bismarck resident Jacinta 
Evinger has joined the ranks of a 
small group of women who live 
out their vocation as consecrated 
virgins. She was bestowed this 
rite as a bride of Christ for the 
Bismarck Diocese on Feb. 22 
at the Church of Saint Anne in 
Bismarck. 

The Mass of the Rite of 
Consecration to a Life of 
Virginity is celebrated publicly to 
demonstrate the beauty and the 
mystery of this ancient ceremony. 

Evinger is one of fi ve women 
within the diocese who have 
chosen to live this vocation. Others 
are: Teresa Gross of Bismarck who 
was consecrated on Feb. 12, 2006; 
Michele Schwab of Mandan on 
May 4, 2008; Barbara Boschert of 
Minot on Dec. 12, 2014; and Julie 
Jacobson of Bismarck on Aug. 22, 
2016.

At an early age, learning of the 
joy of the saints and martyrs of 
the early Church, Jacinta desired 
to give her life to the Lord as they 
did.

“Like every woman, I also had 
the desire to marry,” Jacinta said. 
“After leaving home I was in the 
world working for a time and then 
as a religious sister for three and 
a half years and then back in the 
world again for the past seven 
years. 

“Through these years, I came to 
realize how much the world needs 
people in their everyday life to 
support them where they are at in 
their life and to share the message 
of God’s love and mercy for each 
of us so that we all can have a 
relationship with God. Seeing the 
thirst for God in people of all ages, 
I knew He was choosing me as His 
bride to share His merciful love 
with the world which I could not 
do fully to the extent He wanted of 
me if I was married with a family.”

A bit of history
The rite of consecration is an 

ancient Catholic ceremony dating 
back to the 4th century, but many 
know little about it. According to 
the Code of Canon Law, “Through 
their pledge to follow Christ more 
closely, virgins are consecrated to 
God, mystically espoused to Christ 
and dedicated to the service of the 
Church, when the diocesan Bishop 

consecrates them according to the 
approved liturgical rite.”

The rite was restored with 
Vatican II; and the beauty of 
this unique vocation is slowly 
becoming more well-known. It 
is important to understand that 
a consecrated virgin is not a sort 
of religious sister, but instead is 
a consecrated person living in 
the world, who has the bishop 
as her guide. While they don’t 
live in community, canon law 
further states that, “Virgins can 
be associated together to fulfi ll 
their pledge more faithfully, and 
to assist each other to serve the 
Church in a way that befi ts their 
state.”

The consecrated virgins 
of our diocese have a special 
responsibility to pray for the 
Diocese of Bismarck, the bishop 
and our clergy. They serve the 
Church through these prayers and 
through their good works. 

Daily life 
Canon law notes that the state 

of the consecrated virgin is neither 
clerical nor lay. They have regular 
jobs to support themselves. They 
have rich prayer lives which is the 
foundation of their special way of 
life. 

Their prayer life consists of 
a portion of the Liturgy of the 
Hours, daily Mass, meditation on 
the Scriptures, and Eucharistic 
adoration. In addition to prayer, 
the vow of chastity embraced for 
the sake of the kingdom of heaven 
allows for an “undivided heart.” 

Jacinta explained, “In the 
busyness of my daily workday, 
I try, at each moment, to be 
attentive to and live out what the 

Lord might be asking of me in that 
moment. I also incorporate into 
my day, prayers for Pope Francis, 
Bishop Kagan, the priests and 
religious in the diocese and in 
the world and each of the faithful 
in the diocese especially those 
who I encounter daily. My day 
also consists of daily Mass and 
the Holy Eucharist, a portion of 
the Liturgy of the Hours, Lectio 
Divina, a rosary and a time of 
adoration.”

In imitation of Mary
The life of a consecrated virgin 

closely imitates the life of Mary, 
the Mother of God. Mary was a 
virgin living in the world, serving 
Jesus through her normal daily 
activities and praying for those 
around her each day. 

Jacinta feels drawn to live out 
the gospel messages: “Let the 
children come to me, and do not 
prevent them; for the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to such as these” 
(Matthew 19:14), and “Amen, I 
say to you, unless you turn and 
become like children, you will 
not enter the kingdom of heaven” 
(Matthew 18:3). 

“I volunteer my time with 
children through faith formation, 
the Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd program, youth groups 
and children’s adoration. I am 
also open to sharing God’s love 
with any person whom God puts 
in front of me daily—whether it 
is at church, work, a restaurant, 
a grocery store or on the street,” 
Jacinta said.

Bride of Christ
Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 

Jacinta’s sponsors were, Julie Jacobson (far left) and Sr. Michelle Marie. Julie is also a consecrated virgin for the diocese and Sr. Michelle Marie is Jacinta’s sister.

Jacinta’s brother is Fr. Joseph Evinger, pastor at parishes in Killdeer, Halliday and Twin 
Buttes.

Jacinta is handed the chalice of Precious Blood from Deacon John 
Bachmeier.

Bishop Kagan places a veil on Jacinta Evinger during the Mass.
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Light of Christ Catholic 
Schools opened the 
Myron Atkinson & 
T. Clem Casey Fine 
Arts Center on Feb. 
24 at the new high 
school location. The 
dedication ceremony 
included a blessing 
by Bishop Kagan 
and a combination 
performance by the 
SMCHS bands and choir. 
That evening, the fi rst 
concert was performed 
in the William J. Schmidt 
Auditorium, through the 
generosity of the Al and 
Karen Wolf family. This 
is the fi rst time SMCHS 
has an auditorium of 
its own. This marks an 
important moment in 
the history of the Keep 
the Promise Capital 
Campaign, which has 
funded the new SMCHS 
campus.

A few of the diocesan priests, (l-r) Fathers Tom Grafsgaard, Brandon Wolf, Josh Waltz, 
Dominic Bouck and Greg Luger, joined in the choir during their fi rst concert in the new 
auditorium. 

SMCHS Fine Arts Center

Following a period of prayer 
and discernment, the Benedictine 
Sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery, Bismarck, have re-
elected Sister Nicole Kunze, 
OSB, as prioress of Annunciation 
Monastery. Sister Nicole will serve 
as prioress for a six-year term. 

Directly following election, 
Sister Nicole Kunze was formally 
re-installed as prioress on 
March 14, in the presence of the 
Benedictine community and Sister 
Kerry O’Reilly, president of the 
Federation of St. Benedict.  

Prior to the election, the sisters 
spent sacred time together, and 
individually, to discern and 
hold conversations about the 
future directions set forth by the 
monastic community and who 
might be the sister to provide 
leadership into the future.

“I am honored to be re-elected 
as prioress of Annunciation 
Monastery,” remarked Sister 
Nicole. “The past four years have 
been an exciting and challenging 

learning process. I am grateful for 
the trust and faith my monastic 
community of sisters has placed in 
me for another term.”

Born and raised near Valley 
City, to Allen and Marilyn Kunze, 
Sister Nicole, 47, is the oldest 
of three children. She became 
acquainted with the Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery while 
she attended the University of 
Mary where she received her 
undergraduate degree in biology. 
A member of Annunciation 
Monastery since 1996, Sister 
Nicole taught chemistry and 
biology at St. Mary’s Central 
High School for fi ve years prior to 
attending graduate school. 

Sister Nicole earned a Ph.D. 
in chemical education from the 
University of Northern Colorado, 
Greeley, Colo. She served as 
associate professor of chemistry 
at the University of Mary for ten 
years. Sister Nicole was honored 
with the University of Mary 
Regents’ Award for Teaching 

Faculty in 2011.
As prioress, Sister Nicole serves 

as the spiritual and administrative 
leader of the religious community. 
Sister Nicole guides the sisters in 
their long-range planning and in 
the day-to-day life of the sisters. 
She also provides leadership in 
the Sisters’ sponsored institutions: 
CHI St. Alexius Health, the 
University of Mary and CHI St. 
Alexius Health-Garrison.  Sister 
Nicole serves as president of the 
Board of Trustees at the University 
of Mary. She serves as a councilor 
on the Federation of St. Benedict 
council. She completed a three-
year term on the Conference 
of Benedictine Prioresses 
coordinating committee and 
continues to serve as treasurer of 
the organization.

“Our sisters came to Dakota 
Territory to serve the needs of the 
people and we will continue to 
serve out of that courageous spirit 
into the future. We continue to 
invite women to be open to God’s 

call in their own lives to become 
sisters. As monastic women, we 
strive to deepen our spirituality 
and enrich the lives of others 
through prayer and service,” said 
Sister Nicole.  

—Submitted information

Sister Nicole Kunze

Sisters of Annunciation re-elect prioress
Sister Nicole Kunze continues in role

A view from above of the SMCHS bands and choir combination performance.                                                                           Submitted photos

Bishop Kagan off ered a blessing during the dedication ceremony.

A few of the diocesan priests, (l-r) Fathers Tom Grafsgaard, Brandon Wolf, Josh Waltz, 
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A friend of Fr. Josh Waltz’s once 
told him about the role of diocesan 
vocations directors, “You’re in the 
front row for God’s show of grace.”

It’s been a busy seven years for 
Fr. Josh in the front row since 
taking over the job as vocations 
director for the diocese in 2013 
from Msgr. Thomas Richter. 
During that time, the Bismarck 
Diocese has gotten a lot of 
attention from across the world for 
the number of men in formation. 
In fact, when Bishop Kagan had 
the privilege of visiting Pope 
Francis in January in Rome, the 
Holy Father addressed him with 
the words, “Bismarck Diocese…
many seminarians.”

In July, Fr. Jordan Dosch 
will be appointed the vocations 
director by Bishop Kagan. He’s 
been serving as an assistant in the 
role since last July.

There are currently 21 men 
in formation for the diocese and 
two—Mark Aune and Christian 
Smith—will be ordained in June. 
Four more men are set to join the 
seminary this fall.

“If all goes as planned, we could 
ordain 16 men in the next four 
years for the diocese. That’s almost 
a quarter of our presbyterate,” 
explained Fr. Josh. “The job of 
the vocations director eff ects the 
diocese for the next 50 years.”

Father Josh is quick to 
acknowledge that Jesus is really 
in charge of calling men to the 
priesthood, no matter what a 
vocations director does.

But, what the vocations director 
can do is put men of the diocese 
in contact with young, vibrant, 
energetic priests to show them 
that there is real happiness and 
fulfi llment in a life devoted to 
leading souls to Jesus Christ.

Interacting with priests
“If you fi nd a man who is 

thinking about the priesthood, 
get him around joyful priests. The 
key is the school chaplains in this. 
That, and the fraternity among the 
priests,” Fr. Josh said. “The youth 
need to witness that brotherhood 
among priests and the one-on-one 
with school chaplains or other 
priests who like to have fun and 
are just normal guys.”

Father Dosch, who was 

ordained in 
2017, agreed, 
“When I was 
thinking about 
the priesthood, 
what 
encouraged 
me most was 
seeing joyful 
priests—
men who 
experienced 
joy in their 
celibate 
vocation. It 
encouraged 
me to think 
that the 
priesthood is a 
real possibility 
for me. This 
gives me 
great hope for 
the future of 
our diocese 
because we 
have many 
joyful priests 
who will 
inspire more men.”

The opportunities for young 
men in the diocese to encounter 
those joyful priests are, of course, 
in their parishes. “We rely heavily 
on our priests. If they think a man 
is called to the priesthood, it’s 
okay to tell them. It might be the 
only time he hears this,” explained 
Fr. Josh.

Building relationships
Other opportunities include 

the annual trip to Rome with the 
high school students from the 
three diocesan schools, the annual 
pilgrimage of young men to St. 
John Vianney seminary in St. Paul, 
along with various youth group 
trips or encountering students at 
the University of Mary in various 
programs and bible studies.

“It would be imprudent to think 
that I know all the young men in 
our diocese,” Fr. Jordan said. “As 
the Code of Canon Law states, it’s 
the responsibility of each pastor to 
cultivate vocations in his parish. 
Once he sees the possibility of a 
vocation in a young man, and he 
has talked to him about it, that 
is when the pastor puts him in 
contact with the vocation director. 
It is a great joy for a parish to have 
a vocation from one of their own.

“That being said, as vocation 

director I hope to make myself 
known throughout the whole 
diocese,” Fr. Jordan said. When 
I’m able, I would like to preach on 
vocations at diff erent parishes in 
the diocese. I would also like to 
be a presence in our Catholic high 
schools, parish youth groups, at 
the University of Mary, as well as 
other universities in our state.”

It’s about the interactions 
that build relationships and the 
diligent work of the diocesan 
vocations director to reinforce 
what Fr. Josh refers to as “Catholic 
culture.”

The role of vocations director
Father Jordan follows in the 

footsteps of the two previous 
vocations directors who assisted 
him in following his calling. 
“During my time in seminary 
I had the example of two very 
good vocations directors, Msgr. 
Thomas Richter for my fi rst couple 
years and Fr. Josh Waltz for my 
last couple years. They provided 
me with an example of a faithful 
and engaged vocation director. 
As I move into this role I hope to 
emulate their example.”

Both Fr. Josh and Fr. Jordan 

recognize the remarkable role the 
vocations director plays in the 
future of the diocese that goes far 
beyond simply fi nding the right 
man for the job.

“One misconception of the 
vocation director is that he’s the 
recruiter; he has to go out and 
fi nd all the future priests,” Fr. 
Jordan said. “As the saying goes, 
if a diocese has no vocations, it’s 
the vocation director’s fault. If the 
diocese has a lot of vocations, all 
the credit goes to the Holy Spirit.”

Father Josh joked, “If I was 
just a recruiter, I’d have to bring 
a better off er than the life of a 
priest that lies on the surface—the 
celibate, single life that doesn’t 
pay really well and you wear black 
all summer. Of course, that’s not 
what it’s about, but it’s not a great 
opening pitch.”

No need for a sales pitch when 
Jesus is calling. The role of the 
priest in saving souls by leading 
them to Christ is more than 
enough to draw men to follow 
the call to their vocation. It’s the 
vocations director’s job to start 
those men on that path.

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Vocations leadership change
Father Jordan Dosch to be the new director

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 
Father Jordan Dosch (left) and Father Josh Waltz (right) posed with Seminarian Christian Smith at the Serra Club 
gathering in Bismarck during the Christmas break in December. 

In this photo from the 2017 priestly ordination of Fr. Jordan Dosch and Fr. Greg Luger 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, the previous two vocations directors, Msgr. Thomas 
Richter (left) and Fr. Josh Waltz took part in the laying on of hands by priests during the 
rite.

As part of the ordination rite, the vocations director must stand before the bishop and 
testify to the candidate’s worthiness for ordination. Here in May of 2019, Fr. Josh Waltz 
does so at the ordination for Rev. Mr. Mark Aune to the transitional diaconate. Also 
pictured are diocesan seminarians Ben Wanner (center) and Paul Gardner.
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Dickinson native and diocesan seminarian Isaiah Jilek has spent his 
fi rst year of study at St. John Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C. He is 
among the 21 Bismarck Diocese men studying at seminaries in St. Paul, 
Denver, St. Louis and Rome.

“Being in D.C. has been a little bit of a culture shock,” Isaiah said. “I 
had been there before, but to be there again with the intent to make it 
home made it a struggle. The air was thick and heavy, the skyscrapers 
hid the horizon, and the city lights stole away the stars in the sky.”

Remarkably, Isaiah said it was a gift from God that made the 
adjustment to his new home a bit easier. 

“He gave me a ‘gift’ one day. He had me walk past a dad who was 
blowing bubbles for his daughters on the campus lawn. And, God said to 
me, ‘See, there is joy here too.’ Since then, I began to enjoy it here.” 

Other factors contributed to a smoother transition, he said. The 
presence of religious orders in D.C. was powerful and beautiful. To see 
monks and sisters pray with such a glow upon their face was inspiring. 
The National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception down the block from 
the seminary, provided a great gift of being able to pray there whenever 
Our Lady calls. There are many opportunities and experiences in D.C. 
making him thankful, such as hiking mountains, visiting parishes and 
going to a Washington Nationals game. 

“The North Dakotan accent and culture has been a fun topic of 
discussion among my fellow seminarians and me,” he added. “Saying 
‘bag’ and ‘fl ag’ has been the source of many laughs. Since many on the 
East Coast have never been to the best diocese in the world, I have had 
the great gift of being able to tell stories about our great home,” quipped 
Isaiah.

Early influence
The young seminarian attended Trinity Catholic Schools which 

he says was essential to who he is today. He noted that it was, “my 
formation before seminary formation. It made me into the man ‘who 
dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a fl ood came, 

the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well 
built.’ (Luke 6:48). 

“I would not be in the seminary today had it not been for my Catholic 
education. To see amazing teacher/student relationships taught me how 
to treat others and how to act as a role model. I was taught how to act 
with discipline, and to think about the consequences of my actions. And, 
the access to the chapel during my early schooling was life changing. If it 
had not been for that chapel I would not have gone to pray each day, and 
thus, would have been deaf to God’s call.”

 Isaiah grew up as a member of St. Wenceslaus Catholic Church, fi rst 
with Monsignor Jim Braaten and then Monsignor Patrick Schumacher 
as his pastors. 

“Throughout my life, I have had excellent examples of priests,” Isaiah 
said. “Through them, I saw the beauty of the priesthood. I saw a humble 
power, a deep grace, like a stream in the woods, that runs silently, yet 
gives life to everything around it. A homily that Monsignor Braaten gave 
before I was in elementary school has stuck with me to this day, for it 
made me realize the awesome divinity of Jesus Christ. Then in 2015, 
Monsignor Schumacher renovated our church, and it is in that church 
that he taught me how to serve Mass well. And, from that, I fell in love 
with the liturgy. Seeing these two priests planted one of the fi rst seeds of 
desire for priesthood in my soul.”

 Hearing the call
It was during his junior year of high school when Isaiah fi rst felt the 

call to the priesthood. 
“Trinity had received Fr. Jordan Dosch as a chaplain, and he was my 

religion teacher,” Isaiah explained. “He taught us very well on why we 
believe what we believe. Thus, my faith was enkindled, and I felt a desire 
to spread the Truth that I had just learned. He also gave us the book, 
Saint John Paul the Great: His Five Loves, to read as a class. I felt a great 
desire and attraction to the life of St. John Paul II.

“Then, one day, Fr. Dosch was gone and he had us watch the movie, 
Karol: A Man Who Became Pope. It came to a scene that showed people 
having Mass in an attic during communist reign in Poland. Seeing 

the priest care for the people, I suddenly said with a 
desire that was not my own, ‘God, if you want me to be 
a priest, I will be a priest.’ Immediately, I felt a great 
peace wash over me. 

“It was all through the grace of God. I wanted to turn 
away and run many times along the way. Satan tried to 
pull me away and say I would be happier elsewhere, and 
sometimes I listened. However, just as I was stubborn 
with God, He was stubborn with me, carrying me every 
step of the way saying, ‘NO! This is what I want you to 

do.’ Only when I stopped covering my ears did I hear him, and only then 
did I feel peace.”

In addition to the witness of a joy-fi lled priest in his school chaplain, 
Fr. Dosch, Isaiah said his parents were absolutely essential in fostering 
his vocation to the priesthood. 

“They, too, helped place down a strong foundation for me to build 
upon. I confi ded in them early on the possibility of God’s desire for me 
to be a seminarian. Upon hearing it, they said they were happy for me 
and would help me fi gure out if God was calling me. This was exactly the 
support I needed, and they helped me to discover God’s plan. Without 
my parents, I would have run off  to who knows what in fear, but they 
gave me courage to hear God’s voice.”  

First year down
Three words come to mind when he summarized the experience in 

seminary thus far: Mass, adoration and fraternity. 
“We have daily Mass and adoration at the seminary, and it has 

now become a part of my life that I cannot live without,” he said. “To 
gaze upon Jesus’ Eucharistic face for an hour every day, and then also 

consume it. There is no greater joy!
“And the fraternity, the strong bond of brotherhood among 50 men, 

all sharing the one goal of getting closer to Christ is amazing. Everything 
from Mass to foosball, we share a deep love for one another. Each and 
every man here would give up his life for another without hesitation. 
We laugh together, eat together and pray together. Each man here has 
changed my life for the better in some way, and I would not rather be 
anywhere else in the world. We are all training to be ‘guardians of the 
sanctuary,’ and, should God will that we all be ordained, no one would 
be able to break our defenses.” 

The 21 diocesan seminarians studying at diff erent seminaries will 
soon be on summer break and most are scheduled to return to the 
diocese to serve and learn at local parishes.

Isaiah expressed his gratitude for the people of the diocese and thanks 
the faithful, many he’s never met, who have sent him letters telling him 
of their prayers and support. His hope remains fi rm that one day, God 
will allow him to serve the people of the diocese—that same great diocese 
that he boasts about to his fellow seminarians from across the country.

Dickinson native and diocesan seminarian Isaiah Jilek has spent his � rst year of study at St. John 
Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C.

Seminarians at St. John Paul II Seminary in Washington, D.C. spend a great deal 
of their time at Mass and Eucharistic Adoration in the chapel.

Newest kid on the block
Seminarian Isaiah Jilek about to � nish his � rst year in formation
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O Lord Jesus Christ, great high priest,
I pray for the men of our diocese

that you have called to your holy priesthood. 
Enlighten our bishop in forming our candidates, our 

director of vocations in guiding them, 
and their professors in teaching and training them. 
Lead our seminarians in your unerring footsteps 

so that they may become priests who are models of 
purity, possessors of wisdom, 

and heroes of sacrifice. 
May they be steeped in humility and 
aflame with love for God and others. 

Mary, Mother of Seminarians, pray for us. Amen

DIOCESE of BISMARCK
BISMARCKvOCAtIONS.COM
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With new encouragement from 
the Vatican, a Bismarck couple 
will again lead a Medjugorje 
pilgrimage. It’s here where 
apparitions of Mary have been 
reported in Bosnia-Herzegovina 
for nearly 40 years.

Jon and Pam Kossan’s latest 
journey is slated for Oct. 7 -16.

In 1981, six youth, ranging 
between the ages 10 through 
17, reported sightings of 
Mother Mary. Despite threats, 
intimidation and forced 
confinement by Communist 
officials, they refused to recant 
seeing the visions.

The Kossans have headed local 
pilgrimages to the site since 2012. 
Pam has visited more than 20 
times in the past 17 years. Pam 
said it had always been a dream of 
her and her late son, Justin to take 
the pilgrimage together, but she 
lost Justin to suicide in 1997.

Yet, her hope to visit the Marian 
site never dimmed.

Pam first visited Medjugorje in 
2003, but it proved rough. “The 
first five days there, I hated it. I 
don’t know if I was so fragile in my 
Catholic faith at that time.” 

She tired at first of people 
telling her to go to Church. “On 
the fifth day, I climbed Cross 
Mountain. By the time I got to the 
top, I felt I could feel Justin, smell 
Justin. Justin was in Medjugorje 
with me. That was my turning 
point. I came down from Cross 
Mountain a different person than 
when I went up.”

Mary Mission
Pam said her devotion to Mary 

originated with her mom who 
always had a Rosary in hand. St. 
Bernadette’s story of the saint who 

encountered apparitions of Mary 
at Lourdes, France, inspired Pam 
and she longed to see Medjugorje.

Ironically, Pam notes, it was 
journalist and former Lutheran, 
Wayne Weible, who led her to 
make her first pilgrimage to 
Medjugorje. Weible spoke at 
Myrtle Beach about his efforts to 
disprove the apparitions as fake. 
However, the skeptical reporter 
increasingly found himself drawn 
closer and closer to the Virgin 
Mary and Jesus instead and 
proved a strong advocate, said 
Pam. His doubts dissolved, he 
converted to the Catholic faith 
and evangelized about Medjugorje 
until his death a couple of years 
ago. Weible was responsible for 
circulating a newsletter about 
Medjugorje. 

The Kossans, co-founders of 
Mary Mission in Uganda, credit 
networking with subscribers of 
Weible’s newsletter for a rapid 
early success of a school, donation 
drives, immunizations, clothing 
drive, a program for women’s 
health products so girls can attend 
and receive religious education. 
School enrollment now exceeds 
400 students and enrolled 
children are provided two meals 
daily, thanks to mission sponsors.

After reading Weible’s 
newsletter, Pam announced to 
Jon that she had to go to Uganda. 
She contacted Judith Weible, 
Wayne’s wife, and arrangements 
were made for her to join the 
next trip to Uganda. That opened 
the couple up to helping the 800 
some orphans there who had few 
prospects, to facilitate the building 
of a school and other housing 
projects.

“It all started with our 
Medjugorje contacts. It has spread 
out more now. It brought in more 
people who were interested in 
helping the mission,” Jon said. 

Pilgrimage experiences
Each person’s pilgrimage to 

Medjugorje is unique, said Pam. 
The Kossans downplay potential 
mystical parts of the journey. They 
focus instead on Mary’s message.

“It’s not about being in a room 
with somebody that says Mary 
is speaking to them. Medjugorje 
is about getting closer to Jesus. 
Mother Mary’s message day after 
day is ‘peace, pray, go to church, 
read the Bible, get closer to my 
Son and fast.’ There is never 
a message of ‘Go and see the 
visionaries.’”

She and Jon have chanced 
upon a few of the visionaries, even 
befriended one, but they keep true 
to Mary’s message.

The pilgrims’ itinerary consists 
of a trip to Apparition Hill where 
Mary reportedly first appeared to 
the children and climbing Cross 
Mountain where a large concrete 
cross was built by villagers 
during 1933. Pilgrims observe the 
stations of the cross while they 
climb Cross Mountain and ponder 

the mysteries 
of the rosary 
while climbing 
Apparition Hill, 
according to Pam.

Medjugorje 
is called the 
confessional of 
the world with 
35 outdoor 
confessionals, she 
explained. Much 
time is also spent 
at the Adoration 
Chapel at St. 
James Church.

“If you want 
a long time for 
prayer, you can 
have it. If you 
want a huge group 
prayer time, you 
can have it,” she 
noted.

The St. James 
Church in 
Medjugorje is 
similar in size to Bismarck’s St. 
Mary’s, but multiple benches and 
microphones have been installed 
outside so people can hear Mass 
outside its walls.

Pam describes Adoration in 
Medjugorje as beautiful. “You 
can see 30 to 40 priests. You are 
on such a high when you leave 
Adoration, there is no way you can 
sleep. You are so hyper. You are so 
filled.”

Jon said he has not experienced 
any miracles himself there, but has 
heard some outstanding shares 
from other pilgrims. “Some people 
had tears running down their 
cheeks as they were telling their 
experiences.”

Credible people have found the 
silver chains on their rosaries have 
turned to gold. Others have said 
they smell roses, a sign Mary is 
present, according to Pam.

Going together
Pam said the pilgrimages have 

brought about changes for her and 
her husband—some big and some 
more subtle. “He goes to Church. 
We never prayed before we had a 
meal. We never prayed a rosary 
together. Now, we don’t sit down 
at a table without praying,” said 
Pam. “I think when families are 
together, it’s a huge deal. We did 
not do that before Medjugorje.”

“It’s a lifestyle change,” Jon said 
modestly, explaining he had bad 
experiences at a parochial school. 
“Then I met Pam.” He credits now-
retired diocesan priest, Fr. Charlie 
Heidt for helping him return to 
church.

For five years, Pam first made 
the pilgrimages solo with other 
Bismarck leaders and a Minnesota 
group without Jon. She often 
asked him to go. One Christmas 
Jon surprised her with a large 
wrapped package. Inside, the box 
she found a scrawled note that 
read: “Dear Pammie Jane, I will go 
with you to Bosnia in 2009.” 

“I just bawled,” recalled Pam, 

who has framed the memo as a 
treasured keepsake.

Leading the group
Then, the Kossans hit a new 

snag. At one point, leadership 
of the U.S. bishops issued a 
statement discouraging the 
pilgrimages over questions of the 
visions’ validity. The Nuncio, at 
that time declared that priests 
could not lead trips to Medjugorje 
and that bishops should 
discourage the pilgrimages. 

Still, Bishop Kagan gave 
permission for Fr. Fred Harvey 
and Fr. Corey Nelson to come as 
spiritual leaders, but not lead the 
group.

“We never go to Medjugorje 
without a priest because too many 
spiritual changes happen within 
you,” noted Pam.

Local pilgrim numbers fell 
after the proclamation from U.S. 
bishops –from 50 to 16 per year. 
The Kossans continued to lead the 
pilgrimages over the coming years. 
Pam said they see their roles as 
vessels to get people there. 

New determination
Yet, in a pivotal declaration 

on May 12, 2019, Pope Francis 
encouraged the bishops and 
priests to go to Medjugorje and 
urged pilgrims to journey there.

“Nothing has been verified on 
the authenticity of the visionaries,” 
clarified Pam, “but what has been 
determined is that many good 
fruits have been coming from 
Medjugorje—the conversions, 
Catholics that have fallen away 
from the Church for years are 
coming back to the Church 
because of their experiences in 
Medjugorje.”

Unfairness
Reaching the site is much easier 

for pilgrims than when the region 
was ruled by Communist regimes 
nearly 40 years ago, said Pam, but 
the local faithful have experienced 
their share of obstacles that 
continue even today. 

Pilgrimages to Medjugorje
Local couple leads groups to the site in southeastern Europe

The Mary statue at Apparition Hill where 
Mary reportedly first appeared to the 
children.

Pam and Jon Kossan visited the parish where there is a statue 
that the visionaries state resembles Mother Mary the most. 

Continued on page 11
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The Kossan’s local guide to 
the site, Matt and his family, pay 
more for electricity than non-
Catholics, according to Pam. His 
family runs a bed and breakfast 
near their home for the 
pilgrims. Matt tells in previous 
decades he was punished 
because he wore a cross and 
Matt’s father was tortured once 
for not denouncing his Catholic 
faith.

Skeptics
Pam defends against skeptics. 

“Mary picks, what we would 
call, ordinary people. In 1981, 
they (the children) were under 
Communist rule. All they knew 
is they were able 
to go to Mass 
once per week at 
St. James.”

She repeats 
the messages 
from the Mother 
Mary are 
simple: “Pray. 
Say the rosary. 
The rosary will 
stop wars. The 
rosary will stop 
epidemics. 
The rosary will 
stop many evil 
things. Peace, 
pray, love, go to 
Church.”

Considering 
the Covid-19 
pandemic, the 
couple said they 
will just pray on 

it and trust God. “I truly believe 
anybody who is supposed to 
be in Medjugorje is going to be 
there,” said Pam.

October pilgrimage
The public is invited to a 

pilgrimage with the Kossans on 
Oct. 7-16. The price of $2,680 
per person out of Bismarck is 
all inclusive for eight nights 
in Medjugorje, transfers, tips 
and airport taxes. Father Paul 
Eberle will be the spiritual 
director. A $500 deposit is 
required with registration and 
is non-refundable after July 
15. For information, contact 
the Kossans at 701-530-9310 
or info@marymission.com and 
www.marymission.com.

The Rite of Election took place at the Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit on March 8. The catechumens were chosen by 
Christ and the Church, and accepted by Bishop Kagan, to 
become “the elect,” and now enter the period of purifi cation 
and enlightenment, with more intense preparation to receive 
baptism, confi rmation, and Eucharist at the Easter Vigil. They 
were accompanied by their sponsors who testifi ed on their 
behalf at the Rite. Family members also came to show prayerful 
support. Fathers Robert Shea and Josh Ehli were also there to 
celebrate the rite. Due to the outbreak of the coronavirus, the 
plans have changed from the traditional sacramental initiation 
of adults, other arrangements will be made considering this.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky

Rite of Election

Bismarck Diocese native, Sister 
Cecilia Anne Wanner, O.P., was 
appointed as the 13th President 
of Aquinas College. The Nashville 
college made the announcement 
in January.   

She is the daughter of Joe and 
Diane Wanner of Hebron and 
a member of the Congregation 
of the Dominican Sisters of St. 
Cecilia. 

Having earned her post-
baccalaureate teaching license 
at Aquinas College in 2006, 
Sister Cecilia Anne returned to 
the College this past August to 
serve on the faculty of the School 
of Education. Sister is currently 
completing her Ph.D. in Math 
Education at Middle Tennessee 
State University.  She received 
an M.A. in Thomistic Studies 
from the Pontifi cal Faculty of 
the Immaculate Conception at 
the Dominican House of Studies 
in Washington D.C., as well as 
an M.S. in Science Education 
from the University of Southern 
Mississippi, Hattiesburg.  Sister 
has taught at the elementary, 
secondary, and collegiate levels. 
She has also had administrative 
experiences at the secondary 
and collegiate levels, and she 
has worked in the advancement 
offi  ce for St. Cecilia Congregation. 
Sister Cecilia Anne has embraced 
this new challenge and is 
delighted to serve with the faculty 
and staff  of Aquinas College.

In 2017, Aquinas College 
reconfi gured its programs 
to focus on the education, 
preparation and formation 

of teachers.  Aquinas College 
seeks to be a leader in the 
formation of educators who are 
sent forth to teach, preach, and 
witness to Truth and Charity 
for the salvation of souls and 
the transformation of culture. 
In her capacity as President of 
the College, Sister Cecilia Anne 
will continue to work with the 
Aquinas College community 
in furthering these eff orts to 
support Catholic education and 
assist Catholic educators to grow 
and thrive in the vital mission 
of preaching the Gospel and 
teaching children and young 
people.

The Aquinas College 
community looks forward to 
celebrating its 60th Anniversary 
in 2021 under the leadership of 
Sister Cecilia Anne Wanner.

Information provided by Aquinas 
College

Sister Cecilia Anne appointed 
president of Aquinas College

Sister Cecilia Anne Wanner

At the site is Cross Mountain where a very large concrete 
cross was built by villagers in 1933.

Pilgrimages to Medjugorje
Continued on from page 10
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Sr. Monica 
Thome, OSB

Sister Monica Thome, 101, 
passed away March 2, 2020, at 
St. Vincent’s Care 
Center, Bismarck.  
Mass of Christian 
burial was held 
Thursday, March 
5, at St. Vincent’s 
Care Center in 
Bismarck with Fr. 
Anthony Baker, 
OSB offi  ciating. 

Burial took 
place at Sacred Heart Monastery, 
Richardton.

Sister Monica (Genevieve) 
was born on June 5, 1918, in 
Good Luck Township in Williams 
County, ND.  She was the fi fth of 
seven children born to Peter and 
Gertrude (Simon) Thome. She 
attended a country school and 
graduated from eighth grade in 
1932.  As her desire was to become 
a Sister, she entered Sacred Heart 
Monastery in Garrison where she 
completed high school. On June 
26, 1938, she and her fi ve Sister 
classmates were received into the 
novitiate.  Every one of those six 
Sisters persevered in monastic life 
until their deaths. In 1939, she 
went to Pierre, SD, to begin her 
nurse’s training and graduated as 
a RN in 1942. Nursing was her way 
to serve the Lord and his people. 

She and her classmates made 
perpetual profession of their 
monastic vows on June 26, 
1942, and then Sister Monica 
was sent to St. Luke’s Hospital 
in Crosby for nursing in all the 
departments for 18 years.  After 
serving at St. Vincent’s Nursing 
Home in Bismarck 1960-62, she 
returned to St. Luke’s 1963-64 
before going back to St. Vincent’s 
1964-67.  From 1967-74 she 
was a general nurse at Tioga 
Community Hospital and 1974-
75 in Malta Community Hospital 
in Malta, Mont., living with our 
Sisters doing other ministries. 
From 1977-87, she was back at 
St. Vincent’s serving in various 
training capacities and general 
duties. Her last year of general 
duty nursing was 1987-88 was 
in the Hillcrest Care Center in 
Hettinger. From 1988-2005, 
she served at St. Vincent’s and 
Marillac Manor in a variety of 
ministries: answering phones, 
visiting the residents, preparing 
chapel, doing hospitality, leading 
a video exercise class, a Scripture 
class once a week, and simply 
being present to those in need in 
any capacity.

She returned to the Monastery 
in Richardton in July 2005 and 
found this a treat considering 
she had been out on our various 
missions since 1939. Here again, 
she helped in any way she could: 
sending out the birthday cards 
for the Sacred Heart Benedictine 
Foundation, baking cookies, 
helping with dishes. 

Sister Monica’s fi nal move was 
in March 2011, when she again 
went to St. Vincent’s, but this time 
as a resident.

Sister Monica is survived by her 
nephews Michael Thome, Grenora, 
and Dennis Thome, Ravenswood, 
WV; niece Doris Ann Lindvig, 
Williston; her Benedictine Sisters, 
Dickinson; and countless people 
she touched in this life.

Deacon
Ray Jilek

Deacon Ray Jilek, 87, of 
Dickinson, passed away March 
16, 2020 at St. Luke’s Home in 
Dickinson with his 
family at his side. 
Funeral Mass was 
held Thursday, 
March 19 at St. 
Wenceslaus 
Catholic Church 
with Msgr. Patrick 
Schumacher 
celebrating. Burial 
followed at the church cemetery.
Raymond Robert was born in 
Stark County on February 15, 
1933, the son of Joe and Hattie 
(Jablonsky) Jilek. As a young 
boy, he attended Versippi School 
and later took correspondence 
classes through NDSU and 

received his high school diploma.
He married Kathryn Roshau, on 
November 5, 1952 at St. Joseph’s 
Catholic Church in Dickinson. 
Their marriage was blessed with 
fi ve children: Wanda, Randy, 
Raymond, Joyce and Ryan. 
Together they raised their family 
east of Dickinson, developing their 
farm, ranch and feedlot for over 43 
years. In 1995, they moved to town 
where Ray designed and built 
his last home, which is still the 
family home today. Ray began his 
development career in residential 
and commercial construction, 
which took him to three states. 
He was hired by the Dickinson 
Development Corporation 
(currently Stark Development 
Corporation), and began helping 
business start-ups for several 
years. 

Ray then ventured out to start 
Ray Jilek and Associates, through 
the early 1980’s, where he helped 
and consulted for businesses in 
state and internationally. Notably, 
his travels throughout Russia and 
Siberia as a consultant brought 
him to write a book titled “From 
Versippi to Moscow.” He was 
active in the state and Dickinson 

community, serving on numerous 
co-ops, rural electrics, and church 
boards. In August of 1999, Ray 
completed a three-year study and 
was ordained a Catholic deacon 
and served the Church as a deacon 
for 25 years.

Ray is survived by his wife of 
67 years, Kathryn; sons, Randy 
(Elaine), Raymond (Laura), Ryan 
(Kelley); daughters, Wanda Ford, 
Joyce (Rick) Jilek-Donaldson; 
24 grandchildren; 25 great-
grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Joe and Hattie Jilek; 
son-in-law, Michael D. Ford; and 
sister, Della (Victor) Kadrmas.

In lieu of fl owers, contributions 
honoring Ray’s life can be made 
at one or more of the following: 
Trinity Catholic Schools, 810 
Empire Road, Dickinson, ND 
58601; St. Wenceslaus Catholic 
Church, 523 Third St. East, 
Dickinson, ND 58601; The 
Seminarian Fund through the 
Diocese of Bismarck at: Diocese 
of Bismarck, Attn: Vocations, 520 
N. Washington St., Bismarck, ND 
58501.

Sr. Monica Thome, 
OSB

OBITUARIES

Deacon Ray Jilek

90% of child abuse is by someone the child likes, loves, or lives with, that’s why it’s important to be aware 
during this time of school closings and additional time at home or with other caregivers.

It’s hard to think about another heavy topic when there’s already so much chaos. We hope to provide 
information and tools so you can feel empowered and confident about your child’s safety during schedule 
changes.

Ways to prevent and educate:

1. Listen to your child. If they are repeatedly upset, uncomfortable, or begging not to be with someone, pay 
attention. It’s natural for a child to be upset when a loved one leaves them, but take note if it seems more 
extreme than usual or directed at a certain person or place.

2. Be intentional with frequent conversations on body safety. If you’re not sure how to handle that 
discussion, visit our website at www.dakotacac.org for resources and tips.

3. Don’t be afraid to educate caregivers about your expectations and perspective on body safety, privacy, and 

body autonomy. You can say things like:

“We give our child power over their body, so if she doesn’t want to be tickled, we stop immediately.”

“He never has to hug or touch someone he doesn’t want to.”

“We don’t keep secrets – surprises like a gift or party are different.”

4. Be aware of extra time spent online. Perpetrators know kids will be online more over breaks. Make sure 
social media accounts are set to “private”.

5. Create time for conversations or “check-ins”. This is important any time but especially during times of 
extra stress or changes in routine. 

Protecting Your Kids During Schedule Changes

For more information on keeping kids safe, call (701) 323-5626.
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The North Dakota Legislative 
Assembly will not meet again until 
January 2021. The governor will 
not present a proposed budget 
until the month before. Even then, 
the legislature may ignore it and 
submit its own budget bill, as it has 
done in recent years.  Moreover, 
let us not forget that there is a 
gubernatorial election this year and 
half of the legislative districts are 
up for contest.  

Despite all these unknowns, 
politicians, activists, state agencies 
and legislators are already working 
on the state budget for the 2021-
2022 biennium.  

Unless you are one of those 
special breeds that enjoy numbers, 
watching the budget-making 
process can be frustrating, boring 
and mysterious at the same time. 
Conceptualizing how a dollar fi gure 
assigned to an acronym-designated 
government agency or program 
aff ects real people can be daunting.

State budgets, however, aff ect 
real people. As such, they should 
get special attention from Catholics 
concerned about putting faith into 
action.

How much money the state 
should collect through taxes, how 
to collect it and how to spend it are 
matters of prudential judgment. 
There does not exist a single 
“Catholic” way to form a budget. 
Nevertheless, the mere fact that 
something can be a matter of 
prudential judgment does not 

mean that it escapes our moral and 
religious obligations. The exercise 
of prudential judgment must 
conform to reason and faith. What, 
then, are some of the principles 
that should guide the use of 
prudential judgment when it comes 
to a state budget?

First, we need to reject the 
libertarian fallacy that forcing 
people to pay taxes is inherently 
wrong and that more government 
is always bad. Neither of these 
ideas have a place in Catholic social 
doctrine. The Church teaches that 
people have a duty to pay taxes and 
that the government is part of the 
established order of society. It is a 
not a “necessary evil.”

Governments, however, are 
obligated to be good stewards 
of the revenue collected. 
Quoting Saint John Paul II, 
the Compendium of the Social 
Doctrine of the Church states: 
“As an instrument of the State, 
public administration at any level 
— national, regional, community 
— is oriented towards the service 
of citizens: ‘Being at the service 
of its citizens, the State is the 
steward of the people’s resources, 
which it must administer with a 
view to the common good.’” (No. 
412) Good stewardship means 
not only avoiding unnecessary 
spending, but also eschewing 
building unnecessarily complex 
bureaucracies.  Perhaps most 
importantly, the Compendium 

points out that good stewardship 
means not spending for “unjust 
private interests.”

As Saint John Paul II noted, the 
state must administer its resources 
for the common good.  Sometimes, 
common good is misunderstood as 
being only something that benefi ts 
everyone in common. This is where 
we get the false notion that taxes 
should only be spent on something 
that benefi ts every citizen in the 
state.

The Compendium’s explanation 
of the common good is worth 
setting out in full:

“The principle of the common 
good, to which every aspect of 
social life must be related if it 
is to attain its fullest meaning, 
stems from the dignity, unity and 
equality of all people. According to 
its primary and broadly accepted 
sense, the common good indicates 
‘the sum total of social conditions 
which allow people, either as 
groups or as individuals, to reach 
their fulfi llment more fully and 
more easily.’

“The common good does not 
consist in the simple sum of the 
particular goods of each subject 
of a social entity. Belonging to 
everyone and to each person, it is 
and remains “common,” because 
it is indivisible and because only 
together is it possible to attain 
it, increase it and safeguard its 
eff ectiveness, with regard also to 
the future.” (No. 164)

It is “common” because it 
stems from the dignity we share 
in common. The direction should 
be toward those conditions which 
allow us to reach our fulfi llment 
as human persons.  The challenge 
for lawmakers — and us as citizens 
— is that these conditions are not 
always tangible, immediate or 
quantifi able. They are not dollar 
amounts on a tax return. They can 
range from laws defi ning marriage 
to decisions to whether to build a 
new state hospital or prison.

The Church teaches that 
everyone has a responsibility for 
the common good, but government 
has a primary duty toward the 
common good. At the same time, 
the state has an obligation to put 
the least among us fi rst. This is 
not just a duty of Christians acting 
privately. It is also the task of the 
government that represents us.

This sometimes turns the whole 
political process on its head. At 
this very moment, government 
agencies, politicians and lobbyists 
are jockeying for a piece of the 
state’s budget, including the Legacy 
Fund. The powerful are often not 
the least among us. We should, 
therefore, pray and act now for 
a budget directed toward the 
common good and the least among 
us.

   Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the offi  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in mat-
ters of public policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Everyone has a responsibility for the common good 

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

The Paschal Triduum: God’s gift to humanity

I knew the news was coming, 
but when the news arrived about 
my friend’s death I was sad for 
my friend, his family and for the 
fact that the world had lost a good 
person, a shining example of God’s 
love and understanding. I recalled 
fun times enjoyed at meetings or 
social gatherings.

Previously, every time I talked 
with my friend, the story was 
optimism; a glimmer of hope 
was fl ickering and things were 
improving. And, when seeing the 
couple together sharing marital 
harmony of multiple decades, it 
was uplifting.  

The journey for the couple, 
however, ended. There were tears 
of sorrow as the joyful earthly 
journey for the couple ended. How 

does one forget the joys (and I 
know sorrows) of 50 plus years? 
How does one pick up the pieces 
and move forward?  

Those who have gone down 
this road know the emotions of 
the moments: the loneliness, the 
empty chair across the kitchen 
table, the loss of tactile satisfaction, 
the missing euphoria of prayer 
together. A lump in the throat 
forms with regularity or tears fl ow 
with increasing frequency as I 
remember and refl ect. 

The death of my friend’s spouse 
did cause me to refl ect more closely 
on my own earthly transience, how 
life has changed me. I refl ected 
to when I was a fi rst grader (pre-
school and kindergarten did not 
exist in my youth), death scared 

me nearly to death. But, time does 
have a way of removing some 
of the fears, yet, some fears will 
always remain because, as a human 
being, the fear of the unknown is 
unsettling. 

There is, however, solace for me. 
I will miss my friend (perhaps to a 
lesser degree than I missed family) 
but there is still a void. I try to put 
the loss in the context of Easter.

Forty days of Lent culminate in 
Holy Week, the Paschal Triduum, 
the three days commemorating the 
crucifi xion, death, and resurrection 
of Jesus. As a Catholic, this is the 
time when I celebrate (and that is 
hard to say because, as a human, 
it is hard to rejoice in death) what 
God did for humanity, for me.

I was rescued through the 
sacrifi ces of Jesus Christ (who is 
God as part of the Holy Trinity), 
just as my family members, friends 
and strangers will be reconciled 
with God for eternity.

It is hard to accept. I miss my 
friend, but the Easter season gives 
me hope. I need to fi rmly seek 
forgiveness for my sins and put 
on the cloak of God. This gives me 
hope for a reunion with God and 
God’s faithful followers.

Care to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, 
on the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary (Medora). 
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Is talking about someone who is not 
present to the conversation sinful?

My friends and I love to chat! Sometimes we talk about 
others. Is talking about someone who is not present to the 
conversation sinful?

One joke a group of friends of mine like to play on each other when 
one of us leaves a party early is to quip, “Ah! You’re leaving? Good, now 
we can talk about you!” 

The friendly jab can incite a good round of laughter in the light of the 
fact that their parting brings such sweet sorrow. Friends know that 
talking behind the back of one who is not present is contrary to that 
person’s dignity as well as the integrity of the group. It is something 
true friends simply would never do.

While conversation about others is not bad, talking about them 
behind their back is. How important is it to know the diff erence? Our 
Lord gives us wonderful light to help discern the diff erence.

In the 8th Commandment, He tells us: “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.” In our conversations with others we must not 
speak that which is false. The Church sees in this commandment an 
admonition against lies of all kinds, no matter how “white” we imagine 
they may be. But, not only are we precluded from speaking words that 
are untrue, we are equally prohibited from speaking things that are 
true that should not be said. In other words, there are things we know 
to be true that should not be said in public conversation because, 
to do so, would be contrary to charity and justice. The most obvious 
example of this would be a priest’s duty to never talk about what he 
has heard in the confessional. 

During the WW2 era, as the United States attempted to thwart the 
possibility of Nazi espionage, our country’s leaders coined this phrase: 
“loose lips sink ships.” The old adage warned the populace that gossip 
at home could ultimately further the war and put the lives of service 
men and woman at great risk. It pointed the people in the right 
direction if they were tempted to gossip about friends or foes; the 
consequences could be dire.

Neither my neighbor’s off ense nor my ensuing hurt can justify 
my decision to gossip. Gossip most certainly leads to a further 
injustice. The critical moral decision in conversation of choosing to 
speak or to remain silent, can be diffi  cult waters to navigate. The 
following three defi nitions from the Catechism’s explanation of the 
8th Commandment has helped numerous members of the faithful 
peacefully cross the treacherous moral waters of gossip. They are:

• Rash judgement: To assume as true, even tacitly, without suffi  cient 
foundation, the moral fault of a neighbor. 

• Detraction: Disclosing another’s faults and failings, without 
objectively valid reason, to persons who did not know them. 

• Calumny: Harming the reputation of others by remarks contrary to 
the truth, and giving occasion for false judgments concerning them

In addition to these clarifi cations, let us also take to heart these 
encouraging words from St. Paul to the Ephesians, “Never let evil talk 
pass your lips; say only the good things men need to hear, things that 
will really help them. Do nothing that will sadden the Holy Spirit with 
whom you were sealed against the day of redemption. Get rid of all 
bitterness, all passion and anger, harsh words, slander, and malice of 
every kind. In place of these, be kind to one another, compassionate, 
and mutually forgiving, just as God has forgiven you in Christ.” 

Now that’s what I’m talking about! May Our Blessed Mother intercede 
for us, that we may always speak the truth with great love in all our 
conversations.

 Fr. John Paul Gardner is parochial vicar at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit in Bismarck.  If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is 
the time to ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.
com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

A:
Q:

As I write this, we have 
had multiple cases of the new 
coronavirus confi rmed in North 
Dakota. On an emotional level that 
changes things for us. While we 
know that all of us are brothers 
and sisters in the Lord through 
the principle of solidarity, it is 
one thing when people across the 
globe or even our nation have 
a disease, another when people 
across our county or neighborhood 
are infected. There is a very real 
fear and anxiety knowing that the 
coronavirus is right here with us 
now, most likely in the midst of 
us already, and it is challenging 
to deal with the uncertainty of not 
knowing what will happen next.

The idea of social distancing — 
limiting our contact with others 
to groups fi rst of 50 and now 10 
people — recommended by the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention seems to go against 
the principle of solidarity above, 
forcing a society that many experts 
have argued is already in many 
ways isolated through technology 

into even greater isolation.  
However, in this case it may be 
that the federal government’s 
action is what lessens the spread of 
a horrible epidemic that we hope 
will all pass quickly. The suggested 
remedy to isolate ourselves 
temporarily is for the greater good 
of keeping our brothers and sisters 
near and far safe.

How do we respond personally 
to a situation like this? This 
situation seems to be, to put 
it simply, “unprecedented.” 
Although it is a challenging time, 
I believe it is also a time of great 
opportunity. As the coronavirus 
threatens to further isolate and 
seclude us, we need to fi nd even 
more creative ways to connect with 
each other than before. Let’s use 
technology to reconnect to others. 
And, if our activities slow down, 
let’s embrace our time at home 
with our immediate families and 
pick up the phone and call those 
who aren’t with us. When was the 
last time you wrote someone a 
real letter? Think of what a great 

chance we have to be a blessing to 
others, to let Christ work through 
us. Now, more than ever, we are 
needed to be the hands and feet of 
Jesus. When businesses close and 
even Mass is suspended, are we 
going to shut down our eff orts to 
help those in need, too? If we don’t 
off er our support, who will?

Don’t be discouraged at this 
moment in history. Remember 
that we share a faith in “God, 
the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth, visible and 
invisible” (Nicene Creed). Recall 
that Christ told us that not even 
a single sparrow falls without the 
Father’s knowledge, and so how 
much more does He love each of 
us? (Matthew 10:29-30). The Lord 
has counted each hair on our head 
and has known us since before 
we were formed in our mother’s 
womb (Matthew 10:30; Jeremiah 
1:5). And, remember the story of 
the footsteps in the sand, which 
reminds us that it is during the 
toughest times in our lives when 
the Lord is carrying us. All we 

have to do is ask for His help and 
strength.

This is also our chance to truly 
help those in need. At Catholic 
Charities, we are receiving calls 
from people new to us about 
counseling to help with their 
anxiety and depression. Some 
of our partner organizations 
are being almost overwhelmed 
with the number of new people 
seeking food and shelter. Yet, 
they also shared that the response 
from donors and volunteers has 
been equally overwhelming.  
Nonprofi ts across the state are 
taking inventories and making 
assessments, preparing to help 
however needed. 

 Prososki is the Director of Development 
and Community Relations for Catholic 
Charities North Dakota (CCND). For more 
than 90 years, CCND and its supporters have 
been putting their faith in action helping 
people and changing lives. Chad can be 
reached at info@catholicharitiesnd.org or 
701-235-4457. 

CHAD PROSOSKI

How will the coronavirus defi ne you?

Catholic Charities
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In a recent essay in the Wall Street Journal, 
Kimberly Cutter chronicled the death of her 
father by suicide. As he struggled with rapidly 
progressing prostate cancer, he lost more than 
30 pounds, becoming gaunt and emaciated. 
Back pain and nausea forced him to spend 
much of his time in bed.

A few days before Christmas, he shared with 
Kimberly that he was thinking about shooting 
himself. Kimberly argued with him, stressing 
that she and her sisters couldn’t accept a 
violent ending: “If he shot himself, my father 
would die alone. Someone in our family would 
have to fi nd him,” she wrote. 

His daughters convinced him to look into 
other options. When he started investigating 
lethal drugs he ran into questions of reliability. 
He encountered horror stories about “wrong 
dosages and unreliable contents, painful, 
drawn-out demises.” A lifelong marksman, 
he deemed the gun his best option: “If I shoot 
myself, I know I won’t miss.”

Kimberly then describes an important 
decision she made: 

“I couldn’t accept my father’s threat to shoot 
himself. I thought about violence and the fear 
that always lies beneath it. How violence, in 
essence, is a twisted cry for help. At some point, 
it occurred to me that what I needed was a way 
to make my father feel loved. If I could make 
him feel loved enough, maybe he would not 
forget my sisters and me in his lowest moments 
and do what his darkest impulses urged. Late 
that night, I had an idea. It was childishly 
simple. Corny, really. I would start sending 
him daily love notes. I sent the fi rst email the 
next morning. The subject line read: ‘Reasons 

Why I Love You.’ …As soon as I sent it, I knew 
I was onto something. …For the next 99 days, 
I continued sending my father a diff erent 
reason why I loved him each morning. They 
ranged from the ridiculous to the sublime—
from memories of snorkeling with him 
through a school of angelfi sh in Jupiter, to his 
incomparable Daff y Duck imitation: ‘Suff ering 
Succotash!’…I could tell the emails were 
working; I could hear it in my father’s voice 
when I spoke to him on the phone; could feel it 
in the grateful emails he sent back in response. 
The daily act of pulling up a reason I loved him 
and sending it to him seemed to restore him 
in some essential way… My father never again 
discussed with me his plans for how or when he 
would die.”

Kimberly’s hundred love letters emboldened 
her dad to live out his life more fully and resist 
his fears for much longer than he would have 
otherwise. Tragically, however, they did not 
stop his suicide. He ended up purchasing lethal 
barbiturates from a company in China and, late 
in his illness, consumed the fatal powder.

His death left painful contradictions, as 
suicide always does. He had acceded to his 
daughters’ requests to avoid shooting himself, 
using drugs rather than a bullet, but he still 
died alone, discovered by a stunned family 
member. And while his suicide was perhaps 
not as violent, death by overdose can feel just 
as violent as death by gunfi re. The underlying 
reality of pills, powders or poisons still involves 
a brutal devastation of our physiology. Our 
bodies often resist, with the vomiting of pills, 
convulsions, paralysis, and the like. Although 
Kimberly and her sisters may have preferred 

that their dad succumb to toxins instead of a 
bullet, those sentiments, in the fi nal analysis, 
are more poetic than rational. 

Sometimes the poetic may feel like all we 
have when we’re confronted with the tragedy 
and incoherence of certain human choices. 
Another incoherent part of Kimberly’s story is 
the fact that, despite her father’s suicide, she 
seems to support the idea of physician-assisted 
suicide. While no one wants a loved one to 
experience pain and agony in the fi nal days, 
only a false and misguided sense of compassion 
could conclude that instead of eliminating the 
suff ering, we should eliminate the suff erer. 

Kimberly may well have been aware of these 
inconsistencies as she embarked on the project 
of crafting a hundred love letters to her father, 
striving to help him understand that he was 
treasured and still a source of blessing to others 
in spite of his painful trials. Each of our loving 
human gestures speaks volumes about the 
singular power of love to overcome fear, and to 
strengthen us in adversity.

While the hundred letters did not ultimately 
dissuade him from giving into the temptation 
to take his life, they nevertheless give us a step 
we can take when confronted with loved ones 
who think their life no longer has meaning or 
that death is better than life. And there is no 
need to wait until loved ones are in agony to 
pick up the pen to say, in one or more ways, 
how much and why they’re loved.
    Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck.  See www.
ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

A hundred love letters                                                   

For those who exercise good 
stewardship of their Catholic 
faith, Holy Week ushers in the 
great Easter season, a season of 
profound hope and joy.

At the Easter Vigil, all the great 
symbols are there: darkness, light, 
fi re and water. The Vigil begins 
in darkness, not a darkness to 
be ignored, but a darkness in 
which we realize where we would 
be without the light of Christ, a 
darkness that reveals much about 
our world, our own sinfulness, 
the darkness that sometimes 
envelopes our own lives and even 
shrouds our own hearts. But, 
then, the great fi re of the vigil 
is lit, a fi re which consumes the 
darkness, and the procession 
into the church reminds us of 
the light and strength provided 
by the community of the faithful 
and the saving light of Christ. We 
remember the waters of baptism 

during the vigil as we renew our 
baptismal vows.  

During the Easter season, which 
extends 50 days, from the Easter 
Vigil Mass of Saturday evening 
to the Vigil Mass of Pentecost 
Sunday, Christian stewards are 
exhorted to celebrate and be 
joyful, as our Savior is with us. 
Pentecost occurred when the 
followers of Jesus were clustered 
together in a room and were 
suddenly surprised by the dynamic 
presence of the Holy Spirit in their 
midst. Strong winds and fl ame 
seemed to sweep the room, and 
the Apostles were so fi lled with 
the gifts of the Spirit that they 
emerged to speak in multiple 
languages to the throngs who had 
come to Jerusalem.

In our secular culture, Pentecost 
goes largely unobserved. We 
don’t fi nd “Pentecost” cards or 
merchandise on store shelves 

weeks in advance. Yet, make no 
mistake. To Christians, Pentecost 
is a great celebration, sometimes 
called the birthday of the Church. 

Why was Pentecost such as a 
defi ning moment in the life of the 
Church? As Christian stewards, 
we know we are called to be 
missionary disciples. This calling 
has its roots in the momentous 
events of Pentecost. Up until that 
time, the followers of Jesus were 
still a somewhat disorganized 
band of believers, still in shock 
over the events of the crucifi xion, 
still confused about the meaning 
of the sightings of the Risen Lord.  

Pentecost abruptly and 
forever changed that. Suddenly, 
missionary disciples were born, 
followers both called and sent 
forth. Like us, they were called 
together, in community. They 
became aware that their great 
mission was to reach people of all 

nations. Like us, they were called 
to bring Jesus to the world.

The Holy Spirit brought courage 
to replace fear, understanding to 
replace confusion, faith to replace 
doubt. The same Holy Spirit 
moves in our own lives, perhaps 
not always with the drama of that 
fi rst Pentecost, but with the same 
grace. The Spirit calls us within 
our Church community to share 
Jesus with others, just as the fi rst 
disciples were called.

Let’s celebrate Pentecost 
this year as heirs to this great 
movement in the life of our 
Church, as stewards inspired to be 
missionary disciples of the world.
 Ron Schatz is the director of the diocesan 
Offi  ce of Stewardship and Resource 
Development primarily responsible for 
planning and organizing the annual God’s 
Share Appeal, the annual African Mission 
Appeal, diocesan capital campaigns, 
diocesan stewardship education, national 
and universal church collections, and 
diocesan grant research and writing. 

RON SCHATZ

Pentecost inspired the fi rst missionary disciples

Stewardship
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Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

Mike Klabo, FICF
Linton

701-580-9036
michael.klabo@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Sam Owan
Williston/Minot
701-609-1918

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Carter Fong, FIC
Dickinson

701-300-2551
carter.fong@kofc.org

Jeremy Vidmar, FIC
Mandan/Dickinson
701-690-8372

jeremy.vidmar@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E
L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E •  R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S

Our signature product. 
Insure your life for life.

Affordable protection
for temporary needs.

Retirement income you 
can count on. Guaranteed.

Protect your assets. Get quality care.
Prepare for the future.

Receive an income even when you are
sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

* As of 01/2018, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Disability Income Insurance

Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement AnnuitiesR i A i i

Term Life Insurance

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products 
backed by our highly-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

Our signature product.
f f ft Lififi InInI surarar nce

A Portfolio of
Protection

Steubenville
of the Rockies

June 17-21, 2020
Denver, CO

Steubenville
St. Paul

July 23-26, 2020
St. Paul, MN

The registration deadline for both trips is April 3!
Register online at bismarckdiocese.com/steubenville

2020

The trip cost includes the registration, entrance fees for additional activities, some meals, lodging and transportation.

Youth currently in grades 8-12 are invited to attend
the Steubenville Conferences being offered by

the Diocese of Bismarck 

These conferences provide an opportunity for youth to
encounter God through speakers, workshops, music, eucharistic 

adoration, and community with other Catholic teens.

Cost: $525 for youth
 $150 for chaperones

Cost: $395 for youth
 $100 for chaperones

Call us 24/7       508-340-9370 
Hablamos Español  855-842-8001 

www.proximotravel.com   
anthony@proximotravel.com  

Prices starting at $2,499 ~ with Airfare Included in this price 
from anywhere in the USA  

Several trips to different destinations: the Holy Land; Italy; 
France, Portugal, & Spain; Poland; Medjugorje, Lourdes, & 
Fatima; Ireland & Scotland; England; Austria, Germany, & 

Switzerland; Greece & Turkey; Budapest; Prague; 
Our Lady of Guadalupe; Domestic Destinations; etc. 

**Oberammergau Passion Play 2020**
12 days $5,999.00 May through September
Once in a lifetime experience...sign up now.

We also specialize in custom trips for Bishops, Priests & Deacons. 
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