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The ancient gesture of the 
laying on of hands during the 
priestly ordination Mass signals 
perhaps one of the most moving 
moments of the beautiful rite. 
After the bishop lays on hands, 
the priests who are present 
do the same as a sign of unity, 
welcoming their brother to the 
priesthood.

This ancient practice was 
part of the rite of ordination 
during Mass on June 11 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit for 
Fathers Christian Smith and 
Mark Aune.

By this ritual, the bishop and 
priests invoke the Holy Spirit to 
come down upon the one to be 

ordained, giving him a sacred 
character and setting him apart 
for the designated ministry.

The imposition, or laying 
on of hands, is used in 
the administration of the 
sacraments of baptism, 
confi rmation, anointing of the 
sick and holy orders, as well as 
other rites within the Church. 
The history of this practice 
dates to the patriarchs in the 
Old Testament to convey power, 
blessing or consecration.

In the New Testament, Jesus 
imposed hands to cure the 
sick and restore life. And, the 
apostles used the imposition 
of hands to confer authority 

and power in the name of the 
Lord. Quickly, this gesture was 
generally accepted as the means 
of ordaining and conferring 
offi  ce.

During the sacraments, 
we see the priest extend his 
hands over the bread and wine 
during Mass. At confi rmation 
and baptism, the imposition of 
hands is used during the actual 
application of the chrism oil.

Fathers Smith and Aune ordained for the diocese

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 
Bishop Kagan lays hands on Christian Smith (foreground) and Mark Aune during ordination Mass on June 11. 

Come, Holy Spirit

Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was 
bestowed on you through prophetic utterance with the 
laying on of hands by the presbytery.

1 Timothy 4:14

St. Mary Sisters 
established

By Maria Fleck
DCA Writer

An exciting change is coming to the 
Bismarck Diocese with the arrival of 
Sister Mary Joseph Campbell and the 
Saint Mary Sisters. Sister Mary Joseph 
will be teaching 6th grade religion 
at the St. Mary’s Academy this fall 
and hopes to fi rmly re-establish the 
presence of sisters in the classroom.

Sister Mary Joseph was in middle 
school when she fi rst felt a call to 
religious life. Her 7th and 8th grade 
classes were taught by Benedictine 
Sisters whose presence helped her 
discover a desire to become a sister. 

“I realized, wow, I really like sisters 
a lot,” she recalled. “I kind of got the 
sense, I think I’m supposed to be one 
of these.” 

When she was a senior in high 
school, four Dominican sisters came to 
her parish and started a convent only 
one mile from her home in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. She realized this is where 
she was called to be, and entered. As 
a postulant, she attended Eastern 
Michigan University in pursuit of a 
teaching degree. Her schooling paused 
once she became a novice, but as 
soon as she took her fi rst vows, she 
continued her schooling. She took 
her fi nal vows in 2000 and started 
teaching in 2002.

Since then, Sr. Mary Joseph has 
lived in six diff erent states and will 
have taught in 12 diff erent schools in 
her eff ort to help start other religious 
communities. Her certifi cation is for 
math and science, grades kindergarten 
through eighth grade, but her teaching 
background is varied. “I have this 
super expansive experience of schools, 
but I kind of look like I’m a nomad,” 
she joked. 

The move to Bismarck resulted 
from a personal connection and 
an interior calling. When Sr. Mary 
Joseph, who has a biological sister 
living in Bismarck, heard that Bishop 
Kagan wanted to bring sisters to the 
Bismarck Diocese, she took a leave 
of absence from her community and 
moved in with her sister to discern 
what God was calling her to do. 

“I had this burning sense that I was 
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With the arrival of the 
month of August, there are 
many things for us to do 
and to make decisions about 
and all of them important. 
However, as Catholics we also 
will be celebrating several 
feasts of the saints which 
should remind us just what 
is of the greatest importance 

for us. This is the reality that 
the Divine Life we received at 
baptism in the gift of faith is 
ours to use to save our souls 
and, in the process, help 
others to save their souls. The 
life of every saint is a living 
testament to this truth.

In the Church’s liturgical 
calendar for the month 
of August, almost every 
weekday has a celebration of a 
memorial, feast or solemnity 
of an individual saint. Three, 
in particular, should stand out 
for all of us. August 6 is the 
feast of the Transfiguration of 
the Lord.  Read St. Matthew’s 
account of this singular 
moment in the life of Our 
Lord Jesus in Chapter 17: 1-8. 
The Church asks us to put 
ourselves there with Jesus and 
Peter, James and John. Hear 
the voice of the Father and 
take to heart His command to 
know that Jesus is His beloved 
Son and to listen to Him. 
Understand that what Jesus 
did for Peter, James and John 
in giving them a glimpse of 

His glory so that His Passion 
and Death could be better 
understood, is what He does 
for us. We, too, are destined 
for the same glory, but it is 
ours to have or lose depending 
on whether we nourish and 
live our faith, or we neglect 
and lose it by not listening to 
Him and following Him.

August 15 is the Solemnity 
of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. This is a 
well-known Church solemnity 
and commemorates for us that 
moment of her death when 
body and soul are separated. 
But, because Mary is the 
Mother of God, He would 
not allow Her body to lie in 
a grave and to corrupt. Thus, 
it is a defined truth of the 
Catholic faith that Mary was 
assumed by the Lord, body and 
soul into heaven, so she enjoys 
immediately the Beatific 
Vision. This is what we hope 
to have at the final judgment 
when the dead rise from the 
grave and body and soul are 
reunited and the just go to 
heaven. This great solemnity 
not only gives Mary rightful 
honor, but should give each of 
us great consolation and hope 
that, following her example 
of love and devotion to Our 
Blessed Lord in obedience and 
humility, we can have heaven.

August 29 is the Passion of 
St. John the Baptist. His life 
and death are well-narrated 
in the Gospels. This day 
commemorates his death as a 
martyr for justice and moral 
integrity and truth. Read 
and pray over the Gospel of 
Matthew, Chapter 14: 1-12 
and use John’s life and death 
as a point for an examination 
of life and conscience. We 
should ask ourselves if we are 
willing to lay down our lives 
for the Lord, His Church and 

for what is morally good. Like 
Our Blessed Mother, St. John 
gives us an example to follow 
and how to make God’s will 
our will.

Be safe, be wise and be 
strong in our beloved Catholic 
Faith this month!  

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Celebrating saints during the month of August
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan listens as Sr. Mary Joseph Campbell renews her perpetual vows while 
kneeling before him during the founding Mass of the St. Mary Sisters in the diocese on 
July 22. 

Aug. 4 • Installation Mass of 
Fr. Robert Shea 
for Church of 
St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson, 
5:30 p.m. MT

Aug. 6 • Director’s Staff  
Meeting, Center for 
Pastoral Ministry, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Aug. 7 • Serra Summer 
Gathering and Mass, 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit,  5:30 p.m.

Aug. 21 • Church of Saint Anne 
School/Parish Ribbon 
Cutting, Bismarck,  
8:30 a.m.

 • Cabinet Meeting, 
Chancery, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Aug. 22  • Installation Mass of Fr. 
Terry Wipf, Church of 
St. Bridget, Parshall, 
5 p.m. 

Aug. 25 • Real Presence Radio 
interview, 9 a.m.

Aug. 26 • Trinity Schools Board 
of Directors Annual 
Meeting, Dickinson, 
12:30 p.m. MT

Aug. 27-29 • Region VIII Bishop’s 
Meeting, Fargo

Aug. 29 • Installation Mass of 
Fr. Joshua Waltz for 
Church of St. Joseph, 
Mandan, 4 p.m.

BISHOP’S 
SCHEDULE 

AUGUST 2020
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supposed to be doing something 
further to spread religious life, and 
I just couldn’t shake it,” explained 
Sr. Mary Joseph. When Bishop 
Kagan found out she was in town, 
he asked her to stay for good.

Since then, over the past 10 
months, she has been working 
closely with Bishop Kagan 
writing up constitutions for the 
new community, the St. Mary 
Sisters. On June 1, Bishop Kagan 
canonically established this as a 
public association of the faithful. 
This means other women can 
join and their vows are canonical. 
In 10 years, the community can 
become a diocesan institute if they 
grow and continue to add to their 
numbers. 

The eventual hope is for them 
to become aggregated into the 
Dominican order, but that process 
can take 15 years. “We’re going 
to be looking, acting, breathing 
according to the Dominican 
charism,” said Sr. Mary Joseph, 
“but we’re not Dominican yet.” 

She also expressed excitement 
at starting a community in a place 
like Bismarck. “I’ve been to a lot 
of places where they haven’t really 
wanted sisters and to be here 
where they say, ‘please teach the 
truth.’ Oh, my gosh, this is what I 
was made for!” 

Many aspects of Bismarck make 
it a perfect foundation for a new 
religious community. A large piece 
of the puzzle is having a bishop 
like Bishop Kagan who is excited 
to integrate more sisters into the 
diocese. 

“I’m actually somewhere where 
the wheels will start turning, 
because if you have a bishop who’s 
this eager, stuff  happens,” said Sr. 
Mary Joseph. 

Another vital piece is having a 
Catholic university with a strong 
teaching tradition already in 
place like the University of Mary. 
“Dominicans always start where 
there is a good university,” she 
explained. 

Additionally, the support that 
our experienced and faithful 
teachers and priests will be able to 
provide the sisters is invaluable. 
“I’m just one little person. It takes 
a lot of people to pull this off  and 
they’re here in Bismarck,” said Sr. 
Mary Joseph. “There’s so many 
pieces that are in place to have this 
fl ourish.”

Sister Mary Joseph is the fi rst 
superior and novice mistress of the 
St. Mary Sisters and has already 
welcomed the fi rst novice who will 
teach at St. Mary’s Central High 
School once she makes it through 
novitiate. Before any sister can 
teach in the classroom, she needs 
to earn her degree and go through 
two years of formation in-house, 
taking classes on religious life, 
theology and philosophy. 

“It takes a few years to get 
the women formed, because I 
prioritize their formation. It is 
absolutely vital. You can’t cut 
corners,” she explained. 

Teaching junior high students 
at the St. Mary’s Academy is just 
the starting point. The eventual 
goal of the St. Mary Sisters is to 
have sisters teaching at all the 
Catholic schools.

“This is a teaching order. 

That’s our work. The motto of 
the Dominican order is truth and 
so bringing truth is basically our 
goal,” she said. “Our role is in the 
classroom to transform hearts 
with truth.” 

A larger goal for this new 
community is to be a witness of 
the beauty of religious life, and to 
inspire more women to enter the 
convent. 

“It’s a really beautiful life,” she 
expressed. “I can’t thank God 
enough that this is what He asked 
me to do.” 

If you are interested in learning 
more, fi nd more at their website at 
www.stmarysisters.org.

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
During the founding Mass for the St. Mary Sisters on July 22 at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, Sister Mary Joseph knelt before Bishop Kagan to renew her 
perpetual vows. 

Sister Mary Joseph is greeted outside 
by the diocesan priests and seminarians 
immediately following the founding Mass 
for the St. Mary Sisters on July 22. During 
this Mass, she was consecrated for her 
new mission in service of the Church.

Continued fromn page 1

To prevent child sexual abuse, it is important to keep the focus on adult responsibility while teaching children skills 
to help them protect themselves. Consider the following tips:

• Take an active role in your children’s lives. Learn about their activities and people with whom they are 
involved. Stay alert for possible problems.

• Watch for “grooming” behaviors in adults who spend time with your child. Warning signs may include 
frequently finding ways to be alone with your child, ignoring your child’s need for privacy (e.g., in the 
bathroom), or giving gifts or money for no particular occasion.

• Ensure that organizations, groups, and teams that your children are involved with minimize one-on-one time 
between children and adults. Ask how staff and volunteers are screened and supervised.

• Make sure your children know that they can talk to you about anything that bothers or confuses them.
• Teach children accurate names of private body parts and the difference between touches that are “okay” and 

“not okay.”
• Empower children to make decisions about their bodies by allowing them age-appropriate privacy and 

encouraging them to say “no” when they do not want to touch or be touched by others—even in nonsexual 
ways.

• Teach children to take care of their own bodies (e.g., bathing or using the bathroom) so they do not have to 
rely on adults or older children for help.

• Educate children about the difference between good secrets (such as birthday surprises) and bad secrets 
(those that make the child feel unsafe or uncomfortable).

• Monitor children’s use of technology, including cell phones, social networking sites, and messaging. Review 
contact lists regularly and ask about any people you don’t recognize.

• Trust your instincts! If you feel uneasy about leaving your child with someone, don’t do it. If you are concerned 
about possible sexual abuse, ask questions.

• If your child tells you that he or she has been abused, stay calm, listen carefully, and never blame the child. 
Thank your child for telling you. Report the abuse right away.

*This article was created using information from Prevent Child Abuse America, the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, the Enough Abuse Campaign, 
and Stop It Now.

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

What You Can Do To Keep Your Kids Safe

St. Mary Sisters 
established
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By Tom Ackerman
University of Mary

Former University of Mary 
President Sister Thomas Welder, 
OSB, has passed away at her 
Annunciation Monastery home 
early this morning, June 22, south 
of Bismarck, following a recent 
diagnosis of kidney cancer. 

Revered locally, regionally and 
nationally as a true servant-leader 
for living the Gospel of Jesus, 
the 80-year old Welder cared for 
the Christ-like development of 
all University of Mary students 
and the well-being of all faculty, 
staff , and her beloved Sisters of 
Annunciation Monastery. 

“Sister Thomas lived her life 
for others,” said Sister Nicole 
Kunze, Prioress of Annunciation 
Monastery.  “She was always 
giving to others, whether it was a 
smile, an encouraging word or a 
promise of prayer. She often said 
that the greatest gift you could 
give a person was the gift of your 
time, and she did that without 
fail. Sister Thomas modeled so 
many of our Benedictine values 
with ease and grace. She truly 
received all as Christ. She was 
intent on maintaining a vibrant 
connection between the sisters of 
the monastery and our sponsored 
institutions.”    

The Sisters sponsor the 
University of Mary, where the 
public gathered and memorialized 
her life and lay her to rest over 
two days June 28-29. Welder was 
immediately buried after Mass in 
the nearby monastery cemetery 
located on the west bluff  next to 
the Benedictine Center for Servant 
Leadership, overlooking the 
Missouri River.   

“Sister Thomas Welder was a 
rare person,” said University of 
Mary President Monsignor James 
Shea. “Under her leadership and 
vision, the University of Mary was 
confi rmed in its purpose to form 
leaders in the service of truth in 
renewed and ever-growing ways, 
and Sister Thomas’s leadership 
touched thousands of students’ 
lives as the university grew and 
expanded over her presidency. 
But perhaps even more than this, 
Sister Thomas was known for her 
attentiveness, her humility, her 
heart for service, and her love 
for her vocation as a Benedictine 
Sister of Annunciation Monastery. 
It was these qualities, too, which 
touched innumerable lives over 
the course of her life.”

In 2019, Bismarck’s CBS 
affi  liate, KXMB TV, honored 
Welder for Women’s History 
Month. During that interview, 
when reporter and anchor Lauren 
Kalberer asked Welder what she 
thinks about being regarded as 
one of the most infl uential women 
of our time, “It gives me pause. 
First of all, what do we mean by 
infl uence? And, what kind of a 
diff erence can we make, because, 

as I think of leadership, I think 
about it much more in terms of 
infl uence, than I do of power or 
control,” responded Welder. 

During that same TV interview, 
Shea commented, “Sister Thomas 
Welder — more than leading by 
words, leads by her example and 
by the way she treats people.” 

Welder infl uenced millions 
of people during her lifetime, 
and more profoundly, so many 
students during her time as the 
longest serving female university 
president in American history 
from 1978 to 2009. Her joyful 
laugh, witty humor, profound 
wisdom, and genuine love and 
respect for others were hallmarks 
of her character as she lived the 
Benedictine values. Her knack for 
remembering names, particularly 
the thousands of students, alumni 
and faculty, is one of her most 
gifted qualities that will be forever 
treasured.      

“With an incredible ability to 
remember names and faces of 
almost everyone she met, Sister 
Thomas was always focused on the 
person directly in front of her,” 
added Kunze. “Her attention to 
the details of daily lives and family 
members of those she met would 
be recalled in future encounters. 
Students, faculty, staff , and guests 
of the Monastery would marvel 
when she asked about people 
and situations in their lives that 
had been discussed months, even 
years, earlier. She had a ready 
laugh and gentle nature that 
made others comfortable in her 
presence.”

Welder, a Bismarck native, 
attended the College of St. 
Benedict, graduated from the 
College of St. Scholastica, Duluth, 
and earned a master’s degree 
in music from Northwestern 
University in Evanston, 
Illinois. She is a member of 
the Benedictine Sisters of the 
Annunciation Monastery.

Welder began her career as a 
teacher at the university in 1963, 
when it was named Mary College. 
As president, Welder helped the 
school gain university status, 
experienced steady growth, added 
numerous undergraduate and 
on-site graduate degree programs 
throughout North Dakota, helped 
make Mary one of the premier 
institutions for the preparation of 
leaders, and fostered leadership 
development in students and 
colleagues. The Norsk Høstfest 
Association inducted Welder into 
the Scandinavian-American Hall 
of Fame, she received the Lifetime 
of Caring Award from the United 
Way, and on May 4, 2004, she 
earned the state’s highest honor 
from Governor John Hoeven — the 
Theodore Roosevelt Roughrider 
Award — presented to individuals 
who have received national 
recognition, refl ecting credit and 
honor upon North Dakota and its 

citizens:
“ … Sister Thomas 

promotes competence 
in communication, a 
commitment to values and 
service to community.  Her strong 
belief of growing into leadership 
through service stands as a model 
for North Dakota and the nation,” 
reads an excerpt from the plaque 
beneath her portrait that hangs in 
the North Dakota Hall of Fame in 
the lower level of the State Capitol 
Building.   

During the later years of her 
presidency, Welder endured 
chronic kidney complications 
that led to a transplant in 2001. 
In 2005, she learned that due 
to a virus she would need a 
second kidney transplant, but 
had to regularly undergo dialysis 
until a successful second kidney 
transplant could be done in 2011.

At the start of Shea’s current 
presidency in 2009 and after 
her 31-year tenure as the fi fth 
University of Mary president, 
Welder continued to be involved 

with University of Mary as 
president emerita — remaining 
active with public speaking events, 
committees and fundraising 
in the department of Mission 
Advancement. 

In lieu of fl owers, if you wish 
to honor the memory of Sister 
Thomas Welder, her love for 
University of Mary’s students, 
lifelong mission of servant 
leadership, and genuine care for 
others, memorial donations are 
being accepted to Annunciation 
Monastery or for the university’s 
Sister Thomas Welder Scholarship 
Fund at www.umary.edu/
SisterThomas.  They can also be 
mailed to the Offi  ce of Mission 
Advancement in care of the Sister 
Thomas Welder Scholarship 
Fund at 7500 University Drive, 
Bismarck, ND, 58504. 

commitment to values and 
service to community.  Her strong 

Sister Thomas Welder remembered 
as iconic servant leader

Sister Thomas’ gracious 
nature, defl ecting credit 

to her direction, attributed 
the beautiful liturgical 

music to the choir.

Directing the monastery choir combined two of Sr. Thomas’ passions—music and 
teaching. 

Sister Thomas directed the sisters’ choir for 50 years. 
File photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
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By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer

A former Pizza Hut building 
near St. Mary’s Church in 
Bismarck is in the process of 
being repurposed as a new parish 
office space, Eucharistic adoration 
chapel and parking space through 
a $600,000 renovation of the 
property underway at the corner of 
9th Street and Broadway Avenue.

An August completion is 
planned for the project that began 
in March 2020.

The former eatery will house 
offices for the priests and staff, 
a conference room and separate 
adoration chapel. All will be 
available on one floor.

Purchase
While the parish purchased 

the property in 2012, the 
building continued to operate as 
a restaurant for approximately 
five years. During this time, 
parking was only allowed in the 
parking lot on Sunday mornings, 
because the restaurant was open 
for business in the afternoon and 
evenings. The long-term vision 
for the property at the time of the 
purchase, however, was twofold:  
the eventual ability to have 
additional parking for parish use, 
as well as the ability to expand the 
parish campus and use the existing 
building for parish use.

“One of the challenges in a 
downtown location is that you 
are kind of landlocked, especially 
in terms of parking,” Fr. Jared 
Johnson, pastor of St. Mary’s, 
explained. “When the Pizza Hut 
location across the street came 
up for sale, part of the big reason 
we picked it up was for additional 
parking.”

After the purchase, the 
restaurant chain continued to run 
there for several more years at the 
site via a lease agreement with the 
parish. Leasing the building back 
to the restaurant chain helped pay 
for some of the purchase costs, Fr. 
Johnson said.

The restaurant ceased operating 
in late 2017.

Use of the building
Plans for the property evolved. 

When Fr. Johnson came to the 
parish in July 2018, it became 
clear the parish needed to decide 
and move forward with a plan.

Father Johnson said the first 
plan mulled was to use it as a 
parish center that could be used 
for funeral luncheons, Knights of 
Columbus breakfasts and such. 
Yet, that option proved redundant.

“We have a gathering space here 
(in the church) that was added in 
2003. Part of that renovation was 
a multi-purpose room which was 
very equivalent in size to what the 
dining portion would have been 
of this parish center,” Fr. Johnson 
said.

Cold North Dakota winters 
made it more conducive to hold 
luncheons inside the church 
where the funeral was held instead 
of crossing the busy Broadway 
Avenue.

Fundraising
A feasibility study followed 

and a new plan was hatched. It 
proposed renovating the former 
Pizza Hut for parish offices and 
an adoration chapel. Numerous 
meetings, surveys, mailings, 
home visits and question/answer 
sessions involved parishioners. 

“We wanted to make sure 
we had parish support. We got 
a very strong response from 
parishioners saying that this is a 
great idea. ‘We’ll support it. We’ll 
support it financially.’ Once we 
had confidence from parishioners 
that this is something they were 
behind, we then went forward 
with some fundraising efforts,” Fr. 
Johnson said.

He describes fundraising as 
a traditional capital campaign 
spanning five years. “We had 
a capital campaign committee, 
but I did a lot of the meeting 
with parishioners. They’d come 
here. I’d go to their homes and 
see if they had any questions or 
concerns. I’d explain. Then, they 
would make a decision about how 
they could support this project.”

Aging office space
The former Pizza Hut building 

will house offices for the pastor, 
associate pastor, business 
manager, four other staff offices, 
a conference room and the 
Adoration chapel with a separate 
entrance on the west side of the 
building.

Existing parish offices at St. 
Mary’s originally functioned as 
a rectory for priests. The former 
rectory, built in 1918, is not 
handicap-accessible and can be 
cumbersome for both staff and 
people they serve. 

“A lot of the offices are upstairs. 
They are small, old bedrooms. It’s 
not a very conducive place for the 
staff to have their offices. It’s kind 
of like working in a house,” Fr. 
Johnson said. “For this building 
to last another 100 years, it needs 
some serious updating as well. The 

long-term plan would be to restore 
this (building) back to the priests’ 
home.”

Adoration chapel
What the parish also lacks 

is a quiet place for Eucharistic 
adoration, according to Fr. 
Johnson. There is a demand to 
spend special quiet time in prayer 
with the Blessed Sacrament. That 
silent devotion is important, he 
said.

“The Eucharist is the real 
presence of Christ. For us to grow 
in our friendship with Jesus, 
for us to grow in holiness, it is 
essential to spend time with Jesus. 
It is important for our parish 
to provide opportunities for its 
people to grow in holiness. Really, 
nothing else matters other than 
that,” Fr. Johnson noted.

For adoration to be successful, 
it needs its own location so that it 
can be consistent and regular, he 
explained. Existing church space 
is not ideal for a quiet prayer 
time. It would be interrupted by 
school events, weddings, wedding 
rehearsals, funerals and cleaning.

“To have a separate location 
where we can have adoration 
take place every day in a certain 
timeframe, and you can rely on 

that is a really important aspect.”
Those using the private, west 

chapel entrance will be provided 
their own electronic key for safety 
and privacy.

For now, Fr. Johnson said 
perpetual adoration is not planned 
at the future chapel, only daytime 
and early evening hours. But, it’s 
designed where that could be an 
option. 

Goals
Father Johnson said the one-

level office space will create more 
stability for staff to complete tasks, 
create a better work environment, 
improve work ethic and better 
serve people of the parish.

“A big point is the adoration 
chapel. I think a lot of parishioners 
were most excited about this 
because of the chapel and the 
opportunities it provides them on 
a spiritual level. It’s huge.”

Parishioner Cheryl Fenster 
strongly favors the project. “I do 
support it. I think the office space 
we have now is very outdated. We 
have problems with accessibility 
and others getting in and out of 
offices. A lot of the office space 
is on the second level,” she 

Father Jared Johnson, pastor at St. Mary’s Parish in Bismarck, stands in the room that will be renovated into the Eucharistic adoration 
chapel inside the former Pizza Hut building across the street from the parish.

Construction crews have been working on the former Pizza Hut location since March.

From pizza place to office space
Building renovated to better serve St. Mary’s parishioners

Continued on page 6
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said, noting the new one-level 
space will benefi t everyone and 
people can park right next to the 
building.

“The new offi  ce space will 
make it easier for people to see 
who they want to see, and it 
includes the adoration chapel as 
well,” she added.

She noted the money was 
raised for the renovation just 
a few months after capital 
campaign launched. She credits 
Fr. Johnson for containing 
project costs. “He has a good 
vision for that property. The cost 
was much lower than other uses 
being considered.”

Mike Wolf, a parishioner for 
25 years, echoes that sentiment. 
“I think it will be easier for 
parishioners to access offi  ces. The 
current offi  ces are at multi-levels. 
The new offi  ces are at one level.”

Wolf describes the plan as a 
conservative means for the staff  
to operate more effi  ciently. “We 
met and exceeded the goal farther 
than anyone expected.” He added 
that the chapel will be one of 

the biggest blessings for the St. 
Mary’s parishioners. “People can 
have regular times for adoration.”

Future of St. Mary’s
The city’s oldest parish 

continues to thrive and the recent 
addition of offi  ce space and 
adoration chapel will enhance 
parish life.

“We serve in the heart of 
downtown Bismarck. We have 
a lot of foot traffi  c. It’s a busy 
place with both hospitals being 
close by. To provide a place for 
the residents of Bismarck to pray 
in the middle of the day, to take 
time out of their day and spend 
time with Jesus is something we 
are excited about,” Fr. Johnson 
said.

Father Johnson was previously 
a chaplain at St. Mary’s Central 
High School and the former 
restaurant already had unique 
ties to the diocese. “Every year, 
during Holy Week, I’d take the 
junior class on a church walk 
where we would walk to all fi ve 
parishes in Bismarck. We would 
stop in the middle of the day at 
Pizza Hut. We would bring 90 

kids into that restaurant for pizza 
and keep on walking to the next 
church.”

He added, “I guess I never 
dreamt that someday we would 
oversee turning it into a church 
offi  ce and adoration chapel.”

He was inspired by the 
generosity of the St. Mary’s 
congregation for this project. “We 

raised the funds with the capital 
campaign and all through the 
parishioners.” 

Father Johnson and Parochial 
Vicar Fr. Jarad Wolf are excited 
to see the parish move forward 
and meeting the needs of its 
families and future families 
looking to join St. Mary’s.

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND 
THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
Aug. 1  +Sr. Thomas Welder, 

OSB
Aug. 2  Fr. Joseph Deichert
Aug. 3  Bishop David Kagan
Aug. 4  Sr. Elizabeth Novy, OSB
Aug. 5  Fr. Odo Muggli, OSB
Aug. 6  All lay ministers
Aug. 7  Sr. Gemma Peters
Aug. 8  Fr. Jordan Dosch
Aug. 9  All religious 

in formation

Aug. 10 Deacon Tom 
Magnuson

Aug. 11 Fr. Valerian 
Odermann, OSB

Aug. 12 Sisters ministering in 
Fort Yates

Aug. 13 Sr. Mariah Dietz, OSB
Aug. 14 Fr. Paul Eberle
Aug. 15 Sr. Annette Dobitz, 

SSND
Aug. 16 Sem. Ben Franchuk

Aug. 17 Fr. Leonard Eckroth
Aug. 18 Deacon Gerald Martin
Aug. 19 Br. Alban Petesch, OSB
Aug. 20 Fr. Josh Ehli
Aug. 21 Sr. Ruth Margaret 

Karabensh, OSB
Aug. 22 All seminarians
Aug. 23 Deacon John Paul 

Martin
Aug. 24 Br. Symeon Rubbelke, 

OSB

Aug. 25 Sr. Patricia Schap, 
OSB

Aug. 26 Sem. Greg Hilzendeger
Aug. 27 Fr. Joseph Evinger
Aug. 28 Deacon Joe Mathern
Aug. 29 Br. John Seiler, OSB
Aug. 30 Sr. Stephanie 

Dolyniuk, OSB
Aug. 31 Sr. Jill West, OSB

The chapel designer’s conceptual rendering of the fi nished project of the adoration 
chapel for St. Mary’s Parish.

Continued from page 5

Building renovated to better serve St. Mary’s parishioners

By Nadia Smetana
Special Contributer to the DCA

According to the N.D. State 
Health Department, 1,141 women 
had abortions in N.D. in 2018.  
More than 300 (28%) were 
medical abortions and the rest 
were surgical. 

Abortion is one of the most 
impactful decisions that a woman 
can make in her life. Surgical 
abortions are completed in 
minutes and there is no chance 
for a do-over. However, because a 
medical abortion is a process that 
occurs over several days, there is a 
chance for a woman to reverse the 
process.

North Dakota House bill 
HB 1336 was passed in 2019 
and signed into law. This law 
requires N.D. abortion providers 
to inform women about the 
option of reversal and how to fi nd 
information about it if she desires. 
However, this law cannot be 
enforced until a lawsuit against the 
state, which seeks to stop the law, 
is settled.

This means that N.D. women 
are having medical abortions in 

Fargo, N.D.’s only abortion clinic, 
are likely not being informed 
about the possibility of a second 
chance to save their pregnancy. 
Abortion pill reversal (APR) is 
not a widely known procedure; 
therefore, even if a woman would 
ask her medical provider about a 
reversal, chances are she would be 
told that there is nothing that can 
be done.

Medical abortion is a two-step 
process. One drug is taken at the 
abortion clinic. That works over 
the next few days. The second drug 
is sent home with the woman to 
take about two days later. This 
completes the abortion.

Reversing the process
If a woman regrets starting the 

medical abortion process, she can 
reach out for help any time prior 
to the completion of the abortion. 
Babies have been saved when the 
mother starts treatment within 
24-72 hours after taking the fi rst 
pill. Time is of the essence and 
the sooner she gets treatment, the 
more likely it is to be successful in 
reversing the abortion. She should 
not take the second pill, but there 

have been successful births even 
after she has taken the second 
drug.

By calling the Abortion Pill 
Rescue (APR) national hotline (1-
877-558-0333) or going to www.
abortionpillreversal.com, she can 
be put in touch with a medical 
provider near her, who can 
determine if she is a candidate for 
attempted reversal. 

Availablity of treatement
As of this writing, there is 

known to be at least six medical 
providers across N.D. who have 
signed up to prescribe the reversal 
treatment. The North Dakota 
Pregnancy Resource Network 
(ND PRN), made up of the seven 
pregnancy clinics in the state, 
will be working to inform more 
providers about abortion pill 
reversal and we are confi dent 
that many more will sign up to 
participate if they are informed 
about the procedure. 

Additional support available
Long-term emotional, spiritual, 

educational and material support 
is available from pregnancy 

help centers. There are seven 
pregnancy help centers in N.D. 
Three are within the Bismarck 
Diocese including the Dakota 
Hope Clinic in Minot, Connect 
Medical Clinic in Dickinson and 
Women’s Care Center in Bismark. 
Others are located in Devils 
Lake, Grand Forks, Park River 
and Fargo. The APR hotline can 
put the woman in touch with the 
closest center. 

Financial support may also be 
available either through the local 
clinic or the APR Network.

Post-abortive woman who 
regret their abortion suff er 
emotional and psychological 
eff ects that can be serious 
and long-lasting. Some of this 
suff ering can be avoided by simply 
informing women of all their 
options. We owe it to the women 
of N.D. to make sure they are fully 
informed. 

Nadia Smetana, RN, BSN, is 
the clinic director at the Dakota 
Hope Clinic in Minot. It is one of 
the three pregnancy help clinics in 
the Bismarck Diocese with others 
in Dickinson and Bismarck.

Abortion pill reversal option
ND Pregnancy Resource Network works to inform women and medical providers
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By Amanda Evinger
DCA Writer

This year marks 100 years that the sons of 
Medora, wife of the famed Marquis de Mores, 
gifted the Catholic church in the town of her 
namesake to the Catholics of the Diocese 
of Bismarck. The modest, little St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church still serves the community of 
Medora as the oldest Catholic church still in 
use in the diocese.

In 1884, the French nobleman and 
Badlands adventurer built the brick chapel 
for his wife and other Catholics in the area. 
The family strongly supported churches in 
the Dakota Territory, also helping to pay 
for St. Patrick’s Church in Dickinson. When 
the current St. Mary’s Church was built in 
Bismarck in 1897-88, Medora donated the 
large stained-glass window of the Immaculate 
Conception in honor of her husband.

Ministering to the west
Tending to the spiritual needs of the 

settlers fl ocking to the Dakota Territory 
was diffi  cult for the leaders in the 
faith and frontier priests were in short 
supply. Appealing for clergy to come to 
Western North Dakota didn’t exactly 
read like a standard “help wanted” 
advertisement. 

According to the Centennial publication 
“Perseverance in Faith” of the Bismarck 
Diocese, one French advertisement for the 
American missions read: “We off er you: 
no salary, no recompense, no holidays, 
no pensions. But, much hard work, a 
poor dwelling, few consolations, many 
disappointments, frequent sickness, a violent 
or lonely death, an unknown grave.”

Filling this void for those hearty enough 
to take on such an assignment were the 
Benedictine priests of St. John’s Abbey in 
Minnesota. The fi rst of these to come to 
Mandan was Fr. Martin Schmitt, O.S.B., a 
young priest of just fi ve years, who arrived 
around 1882. He ministered and celebrated 
Mass in missions, stations, private homes 
or public halls across the western part of the 
state between Mandan and Medora.

It is believed that Fr. Schmitt knew two of 
North Dakota’s most famous residents, the 
Marquis de Mores and his wife, Medora who 
had established a town in the far western 
part of the state that experienced rapid 
growth. Within a few months of its founding 
in 1883, the town of Medora grew to about 
250 residents. By mid 1884, Fr. Schmitt said 
Mass in the local hotels that summer. By that 
August, the Marquis ordered the construction 
of the 24-foot by 50-foot simple building with 
four Gothic windows on each side. 

A local brick maker went to work laying the 
cornerstone on Sept. 20, 1884. With her name 
inscribed on the cornerstone, the Church was 
sometimes referred to as the Athenias Chapel, 
named for the de Mores’ infant daughter.

Construction proceeded rapidly and the 
building was completed and blessed by 
Fr. Martin in early November. The local 
newspaper, the “Bad Lands Cow Boy,” carried 
the following description of the blessing of 
the Church: “The Catholic church erected by 
the Marquise de Mores was blessed by Father 
Martin on Sunday last. A large congregation 
gathered to participate in the ceremonies, 
which were very impressive. Father Martin 
took his text from the temple of Solomon, 
and delivered an eloquent and instructive 
sermon…Now that we have a place of 
worship, the community at large should not 
fail to appreciate the eff orts of the Marquise 
in erecting the holy edifi ce.”

Before 1884 ended, the newly-built Church 
of St. Mary saw its fi rst baptism and wedding, 
both celebrated the same day on Dec. 30.

Served as a 
mission

Several 
priests from 
the Dickinson 
and Beach 
areas served 
the parish 
mission until 
1919 when Fr. 
Louis Doering, 
resident priest 
in Belfi eld 
assumed duties 
in Medora. 
Then in 1922, 
Fr. Theodore 
Roessler 
of Belfi eld 
took over 
responsibility 
of the parish 
serving until 
1937. Since 
then, Medora 
has been a 
mission among 
several other 
surrounding 
parishes. It 
is currently 
part of a 
cluster with 
St. John the 
Baptist in Beach and St. Mary in Golva 
served by Pastor Fr. Dan Berg, who has 
been touched by the generosity of the 
parishioners who care for the historical 
church. In 2007, the 15 families of the 
parish addressed the exterior brick which 
needed repair, completing the project in 
2008.

“It is a very small parish community 
but its members are active, and they 
defi nitely want to keep the church 
up,” Fr. Berg said. “They are genuinely 
concerned about St. Mary’s. I am 
impressed by their dedication.” 

In 1936, the State Historical Society 
and the Park Service restored the 
church’s deteriorating external structure. 
It remains the oldest functioning church 
in the state. Since 1984, Mass has 
been held in the community center in 
Medora during the summer months to 
accommodate tourists because the church 
is small. Normally, Mass is held each 
weekend at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in 
May, and from Memorial Day weekend 
through the weekend after Labor Day, it 
takes place in the city’s auditorium.  

“The church provides a place of 
serenity and respite for tourists and 
locals,” Fr. Berg added. “It helps keep 
their faith alive.”

Ted and Kay Tescher, long-time 
parishioners of St. Mary’s, believe that 
helping the church is a way of giving to 
others.   

“We see it as a service to the tourists, and 
that is what motivates us to keep it up and 
going,” she said. “We have been parishioners 
for over 40 years, on and off , and our children 
went to St. Mary’s growing up. We like to help 
set up for Mass. I also play the piano, and Ted 
serves as an usher.”

In the end, this precious, quiet “chapel in 
the Badlands” is truly cherished by those who 
take time to appreciate it. And, according to 
parishioners Patrick and Eleanor Bohn, it’s 
actually more popular than one may think.

“Over the years, we have helped in diff erent 
ways at St. Mary’s,” Eleanor said. “Having St. 
Mary’s there provides a great way for tourists 
to make sure they still go to Mass even when 

they are out of town, and away from the 
parish they usually attend. I think it is so 
wonderful that people would take time out of 
their vacation to go to church. Sometimes we 
have wall-to-wall visitors in the auditorium, 
and it’s packed! But no matter how full it gets, 
we never turn anyone away.”

Due to the current situation regarding 
COVID-19, St. Mary’s Mass times and 
locations are in fl ux. For more information 
on upcoming Masses, please visit triparishnd.
org.

Sources: State Historical Society of 
North Dakota; “Chapel in the Badlands” by 
Raymond C. Backes; and “Perseverance in 
Faith: A History of the Catholic Church in 
Western North Dakota,” Diocese of Bismarck 
Centennial Edition 1910-2010.

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Cherishing the chapel in the Badlands
St. Mary’s in Medora donated to the diocese 100 years ago

The plaque at St. Mary’s in Medora documents the 
church as the oldest still in use in the diocese.

State Historical Society of North Dakota
Medora, with her son, Louis, and daughter, Athenias in 1889. 
The Church was sometimes referred to as the Athenias Chapel 
in their daughter’s honor.

State Historical Society of North Dakota
The church in Medora, St. Mary’s, was 
built for the Catholics of the city of 
Medora by the Marquis de Mores in 
1884.
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During the Litany of Supplication, the men prostrated themselves before the altar and all present kneel and unite their voices within 
the Church universal in praying for God’s grace and mercy for the men to be ordained.

Bishop Kagan with the newly-ordained Fr. Christian Smith (left) and Fr. Mark Aune.

The newly ordained priests were vested with the priest’s stole and 
chasuble. Father Aune (far left) was assisted by Fr. Shane Campbell and 
Fr. Smith by Fr. Dominic Bouck.

Father Mark Aune at the altar during the Eucharistic Prayer.

Bishop Kagan pours the sacred chrism oil on Fr. Mark Aune’s hands 
anointing them for pastoral ministry of building up the Body of Christ 
and o� ering the Holy Sacri� ce of the Mass.

Father Christian Smith at the alter during the Eucharistic Prayer.

The chalice of wine is presented to the newly-ordained Fr. Christian by 
Bishop Kagan.

The recessional was led by diocesan seminarians.Bishop Kagan placed his hands around Fr. Christian’s during the Promise 
of Obedience, where the candidate promises respect and obedience to 
the bishop and his successors.

Bishop Kagan received a blessing at the conclusion of the Mass 
from the newly-ordained Fr. Mark Aune.

The newly-ordained priests are surrounded and congratulated by their brother priests on the front steps of the Cathedral.Bishop Austin Vetter of the Diocese of Helena (Montana) laid 
hands on the men as a sign of unity.

The newly-ordained Fr. Christian Smith bestows a blessing upon 
Bishop Austin Vetter at the end of the Mass.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinky

Congratulations, Fr. Aune and Fr. Smith
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Join us in congratulating the sisters from within the diocese and with 
connections to it who are celebrating an anniversary of monastic profession. 
We thank the sisters for their tireless e� orts in service to God’s people and 

devotion to monastic life.

Sister Elizabeth Novy, 103, celebrated 
her 80th anniversary of monastic 
profession, as the last remaining founder 
of Annunciation Monastery. She grew up 
on the family farm near Wing, N.D. 

She graduated from St. Mary’s High 
School, a boarding school in those 
days, in 1933. She then got a teaching 
certifi cate from Dickinson State College. 
Her fi rst teaching job was at the one-
room schoolhouse from her childhood. 
She taught there for three years and 
corresponded regularly with the sisters at 
St. Benedict’s in St. Joseph, Minn.

Sister Elizabeth made monastic 
profession on July 11, 1940. Bishop Vincent Ryan, of the 
Bismarck Diocese, invited sisters to start a new foundation 
in Bismarck. Sister Elizabeth was eager to return to North 
Dakota to help start a new monastery. In 1944, she transferred 
to Bismarck and moved into the motherhouse located in the 
historic C.B. Little House. In March 1947, the sisters received 
approval from the Vatican to be an independent monastery. 
Sister Elizabeth taught elementary grades for 62 years in 
Dickinson, Mott and in Catholic schools in Bismarck. Her 
primary teaching ministry was at Cathedral School.

Sister Elizabeth credits her longevity to keeping active—
spiritually, mentally, and physically. She is a believer in lifelong 
learning and enjoys playing Scrabble and visiting with others. 
She thinks and prays while on her daily walks. Sister Elizabeth 
currently resides at a Bismarck care center.

Sister Emma Buresh is celebrating 70 
years as a School Sister of Notre Dame. She 
was born on a farm northwest of Dickinson 
to Louis and Agnes Buresh. Her education 
started at St. Peter and Paul boarding 
school in New Hradec. For high school, she 
attended Good Counsel in Mankato, Minn. 
Sister Emma graduated from St. Catherine 
University in St Paul with a bachelor’s 
degree. After eight summers in Omaha, 
she earned a master’s degree at Creighton 
University.

God has blest her in her work as an 
educator for 47 years. Her fi rst teaching 
assignment was in Lonsdale, Minn. She 
also taught in three boarding schools in North Dakota: New 
England, New Hradec and St. Pius. Sister Emma also taught in 
Minnesota at Wabasha, Winona, and St. Paul. Her fi nal teaching 
assignment was at St. Joseph in Dickinson. The fi rst 15 years, she 
taught in grades three to eight, and served as principal for 32 years. 

Her fi nal assignment was Good Counsel Convent in Mankato, 
Minn. as director of the retirement home for 10 years. For the last 
12 years, Sr. Emma has enjoyed retirement in Mankato. 

She added, “God has blest me with some wonderful years, and 
now the blessings continue as I enjoy the freedom to pray, to play 
and to contribute in small services.” 

Sister Richarde’ Marie Wolf is 
celebrating 50 years as a SSND. She was 
born in Dickinson to Richard and Mary 
Wolf in 1949, the second of six girls. The 
family belonged to St. Patrick Parish 
where she received her grade school 
education with the Benedictine Sisters. 
She attended Trinity High School with 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame. She 
received her BA degree in Education 
from Mount Mary College, Milwaukee 
and she completed a Master’s Degree in 
Education from University of Mary.

Sr.  Richarde’ Marie’s teaching career 
started during a major consolidation 
of the school in 1970 at Lonsdale, Minn. This was followed by a 
two-year assignment at St. Michael in Prior Lake, Minn. For fi ve 
years, she served as principal at St. Benedict in Strasburg, N.D. She 
then had a similar role as principal for seven years at St. Patrick 
in Dickinson. After that, she moved to Red Lake Falls, Minn. 
where she served as a faith formation director and administrator 
at St. Joseph School. Another teaching assignment brought her to 
Glendale, Ariz. where she served at Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
School.

From 2009 to 2014, she ministered as principal and teacher 
at St. Bernard Indian Mission in Fort Yates. Since 2015, she 
has served as a teacher and refugee outreach coordinator at the 
Learning Center at Our Lady of Good Counsel, Minn. In this 
ministry, she serves the needs of many refugee women in their 
homes and children and adults at the Center.

“In these 50 years as a School Sister of Notre Dame, I was able 
to use my God-given gifts in the fi eld of education. I am grateful to 
the Benedictine Sisters and School Sisters of Notre Dame for the 
education I received and the encouragement given to me in my 
ministry.”

Sister Lawrence Fischer celebrated 
her 60th anniversary on July 11. She 
grew up on her family farm near Rhame, 
N.D. Her vocation was infl uenced by 
the Benedictine sisters she met as a 
young girl at vacation Bible school. 
She graduated from Rhame High 
School and, encouraged by a priest 
who recognized her gifts in math and 
business, went on to St. Benedict’s 
College in St. Joseph, Minn. She 
frequently joined the Sisters of St. 
Benedict’s for Mass and Vespers.

These nudgings in her heart started 
the process her journey to become 
a Benedictine Sister of Annunciation Monastery. She made 
monastic profession July 11, 1960.  She earned a bachelor’s 
degree in theology/philosophy and a double major in business 
education and math from the University of Mary and later 
earned her MBA at Creighton University, Omaha.

Sister Lawrence taught math at Cathedral School, St. Mary’s 
Grade School, St. Mary’s Central High and Priory High in 
Bismarck. She served in accounting at the University of Mary, 
where she became the business manager, started the fi nancial 
aid offi  ce and ran the bookstore.

Her primary ministry was treasurer for Annunciation 
Monastery for 35 years. She also served on the Board of 
Directors of St. Alexius Medical Center for 27 years. 

As she considers the blessings of her 60 years as a 
Benedictine Sister, she shares, “Over the years, I have gained 
more peace because of my trust in God. As I get older, I learn 
to accept my infi rmities and see them as a drawing closer to 
God. Sharing in the cross brings its own blessings. I have a deep 
appreciation for my monastic community. We meet each day 
with faith, hope and love, as we seek God together.”

Sisters celebrating anniversaries

Sr. Elizabeth - 80 years
Annunciation Monastery

Sr. Emma - 70 years
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sr. Richarde’ Marie - 50 years
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sr. Lawrence - 60 years
Annunciation Monastery

Sr. Elizabeth Novy Sr. Emma Buresh 

Sr. Richarde’ MarieSr. Lawrence Fischer 
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Sister Mary Eugene (Helen) Braun, SSND, is celebrating her 75th 
anniversary. She was born in 1926, one of eight children born to Peter 
and Bridget (Roeder) Braun of Scheffi  eld. She attended both country 
schools and St. Pius School before entering the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame, Mankato, Minn., in 1942. She professed fi rst vows in 1945.

During her 75 years as a School Sister of Notre Dame, Sr. Mary 
Eugene provided community service in a variety of ways. She was 
the cook for convents in New England, Mantador and St. Pius, N.D., 
and St. Paul, Dayton, Montevideo and Wabasha, Minn. In the North 
Dakota schools, she also cooked for boarders. For nine years (1966-
75), she assisted with the domestic needs of the SSND postulants at 
Good Counsel, and then spent two years in food service at Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Seminary in Winona, Minn. From 1977-2003, she 
served in the laundry at Good Counsel. A profi le of Sr. Mary Eugene 
published in 2000 estimated that she had laundered close to a half 
million sheets during her years in the laundry. She also served as a 

seamstress and a maker of drapes, and 
was known for her pickles.  In another 
area of service, she assisted a local family 
with a special needs adult child for over 
11 years. In her retirement years at 
Good Counsel, she has continued to give 
service in a variety of ways, including 
helping in the sewing room.

Sister Mary Eugene commented, “The 
words from Scripture that are meaningful 
to me were said by the Blessed Mother at 
the wedding in Cana.  When the wine ran 
short, Mary told Jesus about it and then 
said to the servers, ‘Do whatever he tells 
you’ (John 2:5). These words guide me 
each day to respond to what God wants me to do.”

Sister Ivo Schoch was born to Jerome and Emma Binstock Schoch 
near Scheffi  eld, ND.  This year she celebrates 60 years as a School 
Sister of Notre Dame (SSND). She attributes her vocation to the 
experiences of growing up on their family farm with loving parents 
and 13 siblings and to her SSND teachers in both grade and high 
school.

Sister Ivo holds a bachelor’s degree in education from Mount Mary 
University in Milwaukee. The fi rst two decades of ministry, as teacher 
and administrator in the Catholic school system, took her to schools 
across the upper Midwest, including the Church of Saint Anne, 
Bismarck (1966-74); Eden, S.D.; and in Minnesota – Bellechester, 
Jordan, Forest Lake and Sartell. She next accepted the position as 
community leader at the provincial house of the SSND in Mankato, 
Minn.  

With a master’s degree in pastoral ministry from Seattle University 
in Washington State and certifi cation in grief counseling and support 
services from the Dougy Center in Colorado, Sister Ivo began her 
pastoral ministry journey.  

Sister Ivo is in her 36th year with Corpus Christi Parish, Bismarck. 
Here, she visits parishioners hospitalized and in nursing homes, 

brings Communion to people in their 
homes and assists many families in 
planning funeral and wake services. Sister 
Ivo also works with LOTUS (Looking 
Onward to Understanding and Serenity), 
providing groups with grief support. 

A signifi cant highlight for her was a trip 
to Rome where her sister, Sr. Ann, served 
at their generalate. Given her work, Sr. 
Ann was acquainted with the European 
SSND Provincials and had an extended 
welcome to visit. Via local trains, the two 
traveled to the SSND motherhouses in 
nine European countries. Sister Ivo says 
of this experience, “It was such a special 
time. We learned so much from our Sisters, particularly about their 
diffi  cult life during communist rule.” Sister Ivo is grateful to belong 
to an international congregation of women religious, committed and 
passionate in ministry as teachers, missionaries, lawyers, nurses, 
social and parish workers, and justice and peace advocates.   

Sr. Mary Eugene  - 75 years
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sr. Ivo - 60 years
School Sisters of Notre Dame

Sr. Mary Eugene

Sr. Ivo Schoch

80 YEARS
† Irene Kalapinski
M. René Lorentz
† Mary Regina Meyer

75 YEARS 
Mary Eugene Braun
† Miriam Therese Gill
Marie Grellinger
Miriam Saumweber
† M. Francis Clare Schares
Mary Gilda Sturino
Mary Tacheny
Mary Alice Wald

70 YEARS 
Emma Buresh
Theresa Marie Dietz
Margaret Mary Dohms
Paul Mary Draxler
Ann Giese
M. Lalande Hennen
Anne Arthur Klinker
Mariel Kreuziger
Mary Arthur Kunze
Anita Marie Lischwe
Dorothy Maniscalco
Therese Mary Rebstock
Marie Regine Redig
Jane Resop
M. Jacinta Simones
Anton Marie Voissem
Mary Julie Wambach
John Ann Zettelmaier

60 YEARS 
Patricia Bauer
Judith Best
Barbara Boedeker
Mary Joel Patrice Christy
Maria Magdalena Cruz
Sharon Maureen Driscoll
Benet Dvorak
Marie Dolorette Farias
Janice Fennewald
Christina Marie Frick
† Laurette Haberberger
Mary Gemma Therese 
Harvey
Agnes Maureen Hornsby
Marie Denice Houston
Toni Marie Jendrasiak
Marilyn Kesler
M. Antoinette Kondo
Janet Krautkremer
Adaire Lassonde
Linda Maune
Carol Jean Nishke
M. Clara Obara
Joanne Poehlman
Helene Marie Robin
Helen Roper
Ivo Schoch
Marianne Siegel
Helen Marie Skierkowski
Rose Mary Snaza
Kathleen Stark
Diane Marie Turner

Susan Von Bank
Maureen Wada
Johnette Marie Waguespack
M. Agnes Watanabe
Donna Marie Wermus
Carol Marie Wildt
Luella Willenborg
Marie Antonice Zozaya

50 YEARS 
Janise Berberich
Ethel Marie Biri
Frances Dotta
Kathleen Drilling
Marie Michelle Emmerich
M. Rebecca Gabe
Shelley Hogan
Kathleen Kull
Carla Marie Lusch
Frances Cabrini Poglajen
Maxine Pohlman
Susan Renner
Constance Schmidt
Kathleen Wegman
Richardé Marie Wolf

40 YEARS 
Mary Kay Brooks
Addie Lorraine Walker

† Deceased in 2020

Embraced by God’s Love 
Join us in honoring our Jubilarians

Read Jubilarian profiles at
www.ssndcp.org/jubilee-20
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Priestly ordination on June 11 
at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
was the culmination of years of 
prayer and preparation for the 
diocese’s two new priests, but the 
next day was also momentous.

Fathers Mark Aune and 
Christian Smith celebrated Masses 
of thanksgiving in their home 
parishes on June 12—their fi rst 
Mass as the main celebrant—with 
family, friends and brother priests 
as the congregation. 

Mass of Thanksgiving
Father Mark Aune celebrated 

his Mass of thanksgiving at the 
Church of Corpus Christi in 
Bismarck which is also where he 
is assigned as the associate pastor. 
He was blessed to be surrounded 
by former classmates and other 
seminarians on this special day.

“Before Mass started, I prayed 
with my two classmates who 
served as deacons, along with 
Deacon Greg Hilzendeger and, two servers, 
Logan Obrigewitch and Ben Wanner, who 
are diocesan seminarians,” Fr. Aune shared. 
“I was overcome with such joy and gratitude 
that I found it diffi  cult to lead the prayer 
and emotionally broke down crying due to 
the honor and privilege of sharing in Jesus 
Christ’s sacred priesthood.”

Father Aune said he was fi lled with 
humility in praying the Mass with the 
faithful who attended in person and via 
live stream. “A part of me could not believe 
that I was the presider of the Mass! It 
was a great honor and privilege to bring 
Jesus in the Eucharist and celebrate the 
Mass with so many of the diocesan priests 
concelebrating,” he said. “My life is truly 
blessed to allow Jesus to use my hands and 
feet to share Christ’s love and mercy with 
those to whom I minister.”

Father Aune also shared thoughts on 
ordination and his fi rst assignment at 
the diocese’s largest parish. “Bringing 
Christ to His people has given me great 
joy, with a humble heart. Corpus Christi 
is a community where the love of Christ is 
practiced and observed. I have been inspired 
by their faithfulness to be challenged and 
grow in their Catholic faith. I look forward 
to celebrating the sacraments and sharing 
the Gospel of Jesus. I also look forward 
to growing in my faith with the St. Mary’s 
High School students I will teach this fall.”

Father Christian Smith celebrated his 
Mass of thanksgiving at his home parish, 
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit—the very 
place he’d been ordained the day before. 
The sanctuary was fi lled with his brother 
priests and loved ones in the pews.

“I was trying really hard not to mess up! 
I had to take a mental pause about halfway 
through to recognize what I was doing 
and how powerful it was,” he explains. 
“But overall, I was overwhelmed with 
happiness.”

That happiness has carried over into his 
fi rst assignment at St. Patrick’s Parish in 
Dickinson and chaplain for Trinity Catholic 
Schools.

“I love it already! My fi rst few weeks at 
St. Patrick’s have been a great blessing,” 
Fr. Smith shared. “As of now, I’m not sure 
what the school situation will be, but I 
would say I’m most excited about getting to 
know the students.”

First Mass traditions
The fi rst Mass tradition may have started 

in ancient times. Technically, a priest’s 
ordination Mass is his fi rst Mass, but the 
fi rst one he presides over from beginning to 
end commonly is referred to as his “fi rst.”

The fi rst Mass also is a time when some 
newly ordained priests give special gifts 
to their parents as a show of gratitude and 
devotion. Mothers sometimes receive the 
“maniturgium,” a cloth used during the 
ordination Mass that was wrapped around 
their sons’ hands after his hands were 
anointed with holy oil.

Father Smith, for example, gave his 
mother, Ruth, his maniturgium. To his 
father, Stuart, he gave his fi rst confessional 
stole as a sign of justice and mercy. Handing 
it to his dad, he said, “The college is 
supposed to teach us how to be a priest, but 
you taught me how to be a father.”

Each new priest addressed those in 
attendance thanking them for their support 
and, most importantly, their prayers. They 
asked for those prayers to continue as they 
follow their calling as priests for the diocese.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinky

Father Aune holds up the host during his 
Thanksgiving Mass at Corpus Christi on June 12.

Father Smith, assisted by Deacon Tony Ternes, at the altar during his Thanksgiving Mass at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
on June 12.

Father Aune at his fi rst Mass.

Father Smith off ered gifts to his parents, 
Dr. Stuart and Ruth Smith, before the 

conclusion of his fi rst Mass.

New priests off er Mass of thanksgiving
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Sr. Thomas 
Welder, OSB

Sister Thomas Welder, 80, 
a member of the Benedictine 
Sisters of 
Annunciation 
Monastery, 
Bismarck, and 
president of 
the University 
of Mary for 31 
years, passed 
into eternal 
life June 22, 
2020, at the 
monastery, 
following a recent diagnosis of 
kidney cancer.

Mass of Christian burial was 
held Monday, June 29 in Our Lady 
of the Annunciation Chapel at the 
Benedictine Center for Servant 
Leadership at the University of 
Mary. Sister Thomas was buried 
in the monastery cemetery 
immediately following.

Sister Thomas (baptismal name 
Diane Marie) was born in Linton, 
N.D. on April 27,1940, to Mary 
Ann (Kuhn) and Sebastian Welder. 
She was the oldest of three 
children. When she was two, the 
family moved to Bismarck.

A graduate of St. Mary’s High 
School, she joined Annunciation 

Monastery after a year of college 
in Minnesota. Attracted by the 
community and prayer life of 
the sisters, she felt God’s call to 
become one of them. As a novice, 
she was given the name of Sister 
Thomas. She made her monastic 
profession on July 11, 1961. Sister 
Thomas cherished Benedictine 
monastic life which she lived 
faithfully for 59 years.

She graduated from the College 
of St. Scholastica, Duluth with a 
bachelor’s degree in music and 
earned a master’s degree in music 
from Northwestern University, 
Evanston, Ill.

A dedicated servant leader, 
she gave her life to the University 
of Mary for 57 years. She led 
from her heart and touched the 
lives of many. She was president 
from 1978 to 2009. Under her 
remarkable leadership, the school 
attained university status in 1986; 
tripled in size from 925 students to 
3,000; added the university’s fi rst 
doctorate, grew on-site and online 
adult learning programs to 16 
locations across the state, region 
and nation, and moved to NCAA 
Division II athletics.

Sister Thomas was present 
to students, faculty and staff . 
She attended student recitals 
and concerts, cheered at athletic 
events and participated in 
many university gatherings. She 

called students by name and her 
genuine caring attitude left a 
deep impression on them. She 
enjoyed getting to know friends 
of the university whose fi nancial 
assistance made growth possible. 
After her retirement as president, 
she was named President Emerita 
and served in the university’s 
Mission Advancement Offi  ce.

One of the most widely known 
and highly respected women in 
North Dakota, Sister Thomas 
loved visiting with people of all 
ages and walks of life. People gave 
her energy. She would focus her 
entire attention toward listening 
to the person right in front of 
her. Her enthusiastic spirit, sense 
of humor, and gentle nature 
made others comfortable in her 
presence. It was a joy to be with 
Sister Thomas.   

Sister Thomas modeled many 
Benedictine values, such as 
hospitality, respect, prayer and 
service, with ease and grace. 
Benedictine values were dear 
to her heart. She committed 
herself to instilling these values 
throughout the monastery’s 
sponsored institutions, the 
communities of CHI St. Alexius 
Health and the University of Mary.

She served on many state 
and national boards including 
CHI St. Alexius Health and 
MDU Resources Group, Inc. 

She received numerous honors 
during her lifetime including 
North Dakota’s highest honor, the 
Theodore Roosevelt Rough Rider 
Award.

Music was one of her passions. 
She directed the Sisters’ Choir for 
50 years and gave credit to the 
choir for the beautiful liturgical 
music.

Sister Thomas was grateful for 
many blessings in her life. She was 
particularly thankful to two kidney 
donors who gave her the gift of life 
through two kidney transplants. 
She often prayed for and stayed 
connected to these special people.

A beloved woman of faith, 
wisdom, and humility, Sister 
Thomas gave all of herself to so 
many for so long. She will be 
deeply missed.

She is survived by a sister, 
Judy (Steve) Jankus, Navarre, 
Fla.; a sister-in law, Marcia 
Welder, Apple Valley, Minn.; an 
aunt, Sister Alene Kuhn, SSND, 
Mankato, Minn.; 6 nieces and 
nephews, 11 grand nieces and 
nephews, one great grandniece, 
and the Sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery.   

She was preceded in death 
by her parents and her brother, 
George.

Memorials may be made to 
Annunciation Monastery or the 
University of Mary.

Sr Thomas Welder

OBITUARY

The door is open, but will we 
grasp the opportunity?

In the fi nal days of its most 
recent session, the U.S. Supreme 
Court delivered a major victory 
for religious freedom and school 
choice (Espinoza v. Montana 
Department of Revenue).

Montana, like over 30 other 
states, has what is commonly called 
a “Blaine Amendment” in its state 
constitution. These provisions 
bar, in various phrasings, any 
government aid for religious 
schools, even for non-religious 
purposes.

They take their name from 
James Blaine, a 19th Century 
politician who almost became 
president. Long before his narrow 
defeat to Grover Cleveland in 
1884, however, Blaine proposed 
an amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution that would have 
barred any state from using money 
for “sectarian” schools. It was 
popular among nativist and other 
anti-Catholic politicians who 
sought to curtail Catholic infl uence 
in the country by ensuring that 
only “common” schools that were 
Protestant in character received 
public assistance.  

After failing by just four votes 
to pass Blaine’s amendment, 
supporters of the proposal turned 
to the states. Both explicitly and 
implicitly, Blaine Amendment 
supporters made adoption of 
state Blaine Amendments in state 
constitutions a prerequisite for 

admission into the Union. Born of 
bigotry, these amendments haunt 
us today, sometimes blocking any 
eff orts to give parents a choice in 
education.

North Dakota has its own Blaine 
Amendment; its own vestige of 
anti-Catholic prejudice. It states: 
“No money raised for the support 
of the public schools of the state 
shall be appropriated to or used 
for the support of any sectarian 
school.”

Most school choice proposals do 
not actually use “money raised for 
the support of the public schools.” 
Nevertheless, the powerful 
government school monopoly has 
contended that any school choice 
program would take money away 
from the “money raised for the 
support of the public schools” and 
would, therefore, violate the state’s 
Blaine Amendment.

Supporters of educational 
freedom in the state House 
made an eff ort to repeal the 
amendment in 2013. The proposal 
would merely have given voters 
the opportunity to remove the 
Blaine Amendment from the state 
constitution. It would not have 
enacted vouchers, tax credits or 
any other school choice program. 
Nor would it have allowed money 
expressly raised and appropriated 
for the public schools to be used for 
nonpublic schools. Nevertheless, 
the resolution failed by a 47 to 
47 vote. It takes 48 votes to pass 
legislation in the House.

Montana’s legislation was 
simple. It provided a tax credit 
of up to $150 to any taxpayer 
who donates to a participating 
“student scholarship organization.” 
The scholarship program then 
could use the donation to award 
scholarships to children for tuition 
at a private school. The state’s 
tax department, however, cited 
the Montana Blaine Amendment 
and blocked the program entirely. 
Montana’s Blaine Amendment 
barred government aid to any 
school “controlled in whole or 
in part by any church, sect, or 
denomination.”

The case eventually found its 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
which struck a blow not only to 
Montana’s Blaine Amendment, 
but probably all other state 
Blaine Amendments. The Court’s 
ruling refl ected a common-sense 
interpretation of the Constitution. 
As Chief Justice Roberts wrote 
for the Court: “A State need not 
subsidize private education. But 
once a State decides to do so, it 
cannot disqualify some private 
schools solely because they are 
religious.”   

Montana’s amendment did not 
bar religious use of state funds. 
It expressly disqualifi ed schools 
solely because they were religious. 
On its face, North Dakota’s 
Blaine Amendment is, after 
Espinoza, worse than Montana’s. 
It disqualifi es only “sectarian 
schools.”

At the 
time of its 
adoption, “sectarian” was code for 
Catholic, something the Supreme 
Court meticulously documented. 
Even if some people today think 
that the word means something 
diff erent, it clearly still means 
“religious.”

North Dakota’s Blaine 
Amendment, therefore, appears 
to be dead. The Supreme Court, 
adhering to the Constitution, has 
done what the House in 2013 failed 
to start by one vote.

Although North Dakota’s Blaine 
Amendment may no longer have 
any force, its apparent demise 
does not mean that North Dakota 
parents automatically have school 
choice. It was only a potential 
barrier to helping students. 
The legislature must fi rst pass 
programs to take advantage of its 
collapse. It must take advantage of 
this new opportunity.

Nor does the Espinoza decision 
mean that the anti-Catholic 
language no longer exists in North 
Dakota’s Constitution. It would 
take an act of the legislature or 
an initiated measure followed 
by vote of the people to remove 
it. In the meantime, it stays 
there; a reminder and lesson 
of how prejudice can become 
institutionalized.

   Dodson serves as executive director of the 
N.D. Catholic Conference, the o�  cial liaison 
for the dioceses of Fargo and Bismarck in mat-
ters of public policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Major victory for school choice
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How do I respond when people say 
Catholics are judgmental?
People of other faiths say Catholics are “judgmental.” How do I 
respond? 

To be Catholic in our day means that you are “countercultural,” 
especially concerning moral and theological matters. Catholics 
hold fast to absolute truths that we believe cannot be set aside by 
majority vote and for this we are deemed judgmental by people 

of other faiths. They consider us to be “holier than thou” and we are rebuked 
with the assertion that “Jesus never judged anyone.” Is it true that Catholics 
are judgmental? Yes. And, this is commendable, because Jesus calls us to be 
judgmental for the spiritual well-being of others.

We must reclaim the Scriptural understanding of being judgmental, which 
has been lost in our day. To many Christians, judgment of others means 
pridefully condemning them and reviling them, while turning a blind eye to 
our own sinfulness. If this is how judgment is defi ned then yes indeed, it is 
sinful. Jesus admonishes us against this manner of judging, commanding us 
to remove the wooden beam from our own eye fi rst before we remove the 
splinter from our brother’s eye (c.f. Matthew 7:5). Any Catholic who listens 
attentively to the penitential prayers of the Holy Mass and is faithful to the 
sacrament of penance recoils at sinful judgment, for we are all wounded 
sinners and therefore we lift our neighbor up to the Lord, rather than tearing 
him down. For everyone we encounter, we heed the command of Jesus, “Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful” (Luke 6:36).

But with this in mind, Catholics still assert that there is a holy or virtuous 
judgment, which is expected of us. Jesus calls us to acts of fraternal 
correction, where we seek to help sinners amend their lives . . . to do away 
with evil and to seek what is holy and righteous (c.f. Matthew 18:15-17). This 
form of judgement is rooted in charity, for in correcting others, we not only 
have their earthly well-being in mind, but also their eternal salvation. 

If we still seem hesitant about engaging in judging or correcting others, 
know that Jesus did it all the time; He showed us what we must do by His 
own example. When the apostles were afraid that the violent storm would 
lead to their perishing, Jesus rebuked them, “Why are you terrifi ed, O you 

of little faith” (Matthew 8:26). This was a judgment. In a pointed attack on 
the duplicity of the religious leaders, Jesus called them a “brood of vipers” 
(Matthew 12:34). Another judgment. When saving the woman caught in 
adultery from being stoned by the religious leaders, Jesus showed her 
mercy yet told her to “not sin anymore” (John 8:11), recalling her past life and 
summoning her to a conversion of life. This, too, was a judgment. 

If we can spare a soul from sadness, sorrow and despair by judging them 
and assisting them in converting from sin, then we have shown them great 
love. To not judge and to turn a blind eye to the grave sins of others is a 
form of false compassion and sinful neglect. True Good Samaritans take the 
time and eff ort to come to the aid of those who are suff ering because of the 
assault of sin. 

Are Catholics judgmental? Yes, we are, because we imitate Jesus Christ, who 
judged others with compassion and charity. In our world today, marked by 
great confusion in morality, common decency and right doctrine, Catholics 
need to make their voices heard. If our judgments assist others in sincere 
conversions before they come before the Judgment Seat of Christ, then we 
may have to be even more judgmental. A true disciple of Jesus Christ will do 
whatever is necessary to save every soul from eternal loss.

 Fr. Benz is pastor at St. Mary in New England and St. Elizabeth in 
Lefor. If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to 
ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the 
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. GARY BENZ

A:

Q:

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and 

protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. 
With the hope of healing the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse 
in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suff ered 
from this abuse to please come forward and let us know. To report 
allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, 
Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. Email the victim assistance 
coordinator, Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@bismarckdiocese.
com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether 

diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their 
behavior.  To enable the highest level of accountability, there must be 
a clear and unambiguous defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this 
end, this Code of Conduct is defi ned for the Diocese of Bismarck and 
it provides a foundation for implementing eff ective and enforceable 
standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct at http://www.
bismarckdiocese.com.

Several sources reported that 
during the fi rst few weeks of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the most 
frequently searched internet 
topic was, “How to write a will?” 
In times of uncertainty, there 
is a steep surge in demand for 
people to prepare their will or to 
update their will if it had not been 
updated in recent years.

Writing a will is on most 
people’s bucket list of things 
to do, but they often never get 
around to doing it. Unfortunately, 
recent studies show that half of all 
Americans have not yet prepared 
a will.    

Writing your will is easier than 
you think. Many believe making 
their will is an expensive, long 
process, but often this assumption 
is inaccurate. Preparing a will is 
less about form and procedure 
and more about considering all 
the people and causes that are 
important to you. The reality is 
more like this: Many assets can be 
transferred outside of your will. A 
well-written will can be a couple 
of pages long. If you do not create 
your own will, the state of North 
Dakota will determine how your 
estate will be distributed for you, 

and that often does not match your 
goals or take care of the people 
who are important to you. A will 
gives you the ability to direct how 
you want your assets distributed 
and to who.

The benefi ts of creating your 
will now is that it will provide 
you with unparalleled peace of 
mind. Writing your will provides 
you with advantages that begin 
now and continue forever. You 
can avoid or limit taxes for your 
heirs. You can include healthcare 
and end-of-life instructions so 
even if you cannot speak for 
yourself, others will clearly know 
your wishes. You can appoint a 
guardian to care for your minor 
children. You can live every day 
knowing you have not left your 
life’s work to chance. You will 
be assured that your values and 
a lifetime of your work creates a 
legacy that lasts for generations.

Our free wills kit can save 
you money when you visit 
your attorney because you will 
have already considered many 
important planning questions. 
This kit will provide you with 
peace of mind that you have that 
important document completed, 

before it is too late.
Please remember that if you 

do not write your will now, you 
are leaving your family and loved 
ones vulnerable to misinterpreted 
wishes. Don’t procrastinate any 
longer. The fi rst step in writing 
your will is always the most 
diffi  cult—starting.

To help you begin or even give 
you a head start, we have a free 
wills kit that makes getting started 
easy. Once you review it, you have 
already completed step two—
preparation. You are two-thirds of 
the way to living the rest of your 
life in peace and tranquility. 

The 
fi nal 
step is the easiest—completion. 
It comes when your attorney 
combines your preparation into a 
solid, thoughtful plan that follows 
and preserves your wishes. What 
could be easier or more rewarding 
than that?  

Call or email me to request 
a free wills kit at 701-204-
7202 or e-mail at rschatz@
bismarckdiocese.com.
 Ron Schatz is the director of the diocesan 
O�  ce of Stewardship and Resource 
Development. He has worked for the diocese 
for more than 29 years.

RON SCHATZ

A well-written will provides peace of mind

Stewardship

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for August

The Maritime World
We pray for all those who work 
and live from the sea, among 
them sailors, fi shermen and their 
families.
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The COVID-19 pandemic has left many of 
us with a great deal of uncertainty: uncertainty 
about how contagious the virus is and about 
the best way to treat it; uncertainty about how 
long our personal immunity will last after we 
get infected and whether a vaccine will ever be 
developed; uncertainty about the future of the 
economy and whether jobs will still be there for 
the 40 million newly unemployed; uncertainty 
about how long the public quarantines should 
continue; uncertainty about what will happen 
to ourselves, our businesses, our families and 
our friends. 

In the midst of so much uncertainty, we 
naturally look for something fi rm to hold onto. 
Cataclysmic disruptors, whether an outbreak 
of war, widespread riots and looting, or a new 
coronavirus, humble us and remind us how we 
cannot guarantee our own future. 

Yet we instinctively yearn for a way to assure 
and secure that future for ourselves and for our 
children. Where should we turn for safety? 

Maybe we can take a cue from our fi nancial 
institutions. When uncertainty becomes too 
high, and lenders realize a potential borrower 
is at high risk of default, they can sometimes 
turn to a higher authority like the federal 
government to “guarantee” a loan, as in the 
case of guaranteed student loans. Such loans 
off er a safety net and take away most risks for 
the lender. 

What kind of higher authority should we 
be turning to in order to guarantee our future 
when we face so many uncertainties in life?

One lesson of the pandemic is not to place 
our hope in undeserving sources. While 

scientists may promise new treatments, and 
politicians may promise safety through contact 
tracing and lockdowns, these measures are 
stopgaps in the face of our larger human 
questions. 

Many centuries ago, a powerful king of the 
united monarchy of Israel and Judah mused 
about the false promise of earthly reassurances. 
Writing in Psalm 119, King David presciently 
declared, “Some trust in chariots or horses, but 
we in the name of the Lord. They will collapse 
and fall, but we shall hold and stand fi rm.” 

The answer to the uncertainties surrounding 
our human condition lies, precisely as David 
noted in his inimitable and direct style, in God 
himself. He alone knows and understands every 
event of history, from coronavirus pandemics 
to civil disturbances to economic collapses. 

It’s important for us to distinguish between 
true and false saviors. While a vaccine 
may limit the immediate threat from the 
coronavirus for us individually, death will still 
have its day and eventually lay its claim upon 
us. As natural as it may be for us to reach out 
for a vaccine to calm our preoccupations and 
restore predictability to our future, only God 
opens a real path for us beyond fear and beyond 
death. Our lives are on loan, and only He can 
guarantee the fulfi llment of that loan in a 
destiny that lies beyond this troubled world. 

Cardinal Robert Sarah summed it up well 
when he recently said: 

“This virus acted as a warning. In a matter 
of weeks, the great illusion of a material world 
that thought itself all-powerful seems to have 
collapsed. … A microscopic virus has brought 

this world to its knees… 
“We were promised 

to push the limits 
of human nature 
ever further by a 
triumphant science. We were told about 
artifi cial procreation, surrogate motherhood, 
transhumanism, enhanced humanity. We 
boasted of being a man of synthesis and a 
humanity that biotechnologies would make 
invincible and immortal. But here we are in a 
panic, confi ned by a virus about which we know 
almost nothing. 

“Epidemic was an outdated, medieval 
word. It suddenly became our everyday life. I 
believe this epidemic has dispelled the smoke 
of illusion. The so-called all-powerful man 
appears in his raw reality. There he is naked. 
His weakness and vulnerability are glaring. 
Being confi ned to our homes will hopefully 
allow us to turn our attention back to the 
essentials, to rediscover the importance of our 
relationship with God.”

We have an important opportunity to ponder 
these deeper lessons of the COVID-19 saga as it 
plays out in our midst. Rather than placing our 
hopes in the limited promises of this world, the 
pandemic reminds us of our vulnerability and 
our need for our true Savior, at every moment 
of our life.
    Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck.  See www.
ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics
Spiritual lessons from the pandemic                                                   

  

  THIRST 2020 and Diocesan Youth 
Conference
The men’s THIRST and the Diocesan 
Youth Conference scheduled for Sept. 
11-12 in Bismarck has been cancelled 
due to COVID concerns. Please watch 
for details and updates in the October 
issue of the Dakota Catholic Action 
regarding the future of THIRST and 
diocesan youth conferences.

  Search weekends 
Search for Christian Maturity is a 
weekend retreat experience sponsored 
by the Catholic Diocese of Bismarck. 
The weekends are for anyone of high 
school or college age (at least 15 years 
old). Search weekends are held at the 

Badlands Ministries Camp just south of 
Medora. The weekends for the 2020-21 
season are: Oct. 9-11, Dec. 11-13, Jan. 
22-24, March 5-7, and April 16-18. More 
information can be found at www.
bismarckdiocese.com/search1.

  Dakota Hope Clinic tours begin 
Sept. 2
Dakota Hope Clinic, the pregnancy 
help clinic in Minot, is off ering tours 
to church youth groups on the fi rst 
Wednesday of each month during 
the school year beginning Sept. 2. 
During the tour, students will have 
the opportunity to rotate through 
diff erent learning stations. Each station 
will be approximately 15 minutes in 

length. Church leaders will obtain 
permission slips from parents of the 
students who would like to attend. 
Parents are encouraged to attend 
with their students. Tours will be from 
6-7:30 p.m. unless a youth group 
needs a specifi c time, arrangements 
can be made. Diff erent levels of tours 
will be off ered so that student groups 
that have already been on the tour, 
will have diff erent presentations. Call 
Dakota Hope Clinic at 701-852-4675 to 
schedule a free tour.

  Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a private weekend away 
from the distractions of daily life for 
couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available 
weekends in this area are Sept. 25-27 

in Windom, Minn. and Nov. 13-15 in 
Medora. Early registration is highly 
recommended. For more information, 
visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and 
Angie at Applications@ndwwme.org or 
701-347-1998.

  Discover Peace group meets 
Sept. 28
Dakota Hope Clinic of Minot off ers 
small group sessions for women and 
men who seek peace and healing 
after a past abortion experience. The 
seven-week group session will begin 
Monday, Sept. 28 from 6-8 p.m. Anyone 
interested can call Dakota Hope at 
701-852-4675 for more information or 
to register. Pre-registration is required 
and the location will be disclosed upon 
registration. Sessions are free and 
confi dential.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Overcoming thorns to be like the mustard seed
Summer time is the season of 

growth, a time when the marvels 
of nature fl ower and bloom, 
continuing the wonders of God’s 
creation and the cycle of life. The 
native biology of the world creates 
amazing phenomena in which 
God’s incredulous goodness, love 
and power is evident.

Like any growing season, 
there are challenges and worries, 
questions and second guesses 
and regrets and disappointments. 
In the end, however, the season 
will change: summer will become 
autumn. Time will move forward 
one second, one hour, one day, one 
year at a time.

This is a favorite time of the 
year for me, circling the fi elds and 
harvesting the forage or crop given 
to my care. The soft, waxy feeling 

of freshly mown forage and the 
matching aroma of the windrows 
is almost euphoric. This elemental 
feel and fragrance is typical of the 
connection to the land, the air and 
the water which are essential to 
sustain life. 

I rhetorically asked, “Do I use 
these gifts from God to make a 
better world?”

The Gospels of St. Matthew 
in this “ordinary” time and the 
instructional parables Jesus used 
are especially appropriate. Jesus 
talked about seed, where it fell and 
how it fared. I was especially struck 
by the example Jesus gave about 
the seed that fell in the thorns. 

In the parable, Jesus spoke 
about how seed in thorns can be 
choked by worldly anxiety, the 

lure of riches and bear no fruit. At 
the same time (a week later in the 
Gospel of St. Matthew), pulling the 
thorns could uproot the good plant 
and everything would die.

So, as I circled the hay fi eld 
noticing the thorns from Cirsium 
arvense (more commonly known as 
Canada or fi eld thistle), I saw parts 
of the fi eld overcome with thistle 
and other parts where the planted 
forage had choked the thistle. 

I pondered. Plants compete with 
weeds, just like good competes 
with evil. How can I be like the tiny 
mustard seed (another parable in 
the Gospel of St. Matthew) that 
withstands the apprehension of 
worldly approval and resists the 
false pretenses of money as my God?

Air, water and land create 

earthly 
treasures—
the 
medium for 
earthly sustenance—but is the 
desire to amass earthly treasure 
overpowering to the point of 
avarice?

Jesus said the kingdom of 
heaven is a treasure found in 
many things. Jesus challenged 
me to prioritize my spiritual 
development, to answer the call to 
care for my sisters and brothers, 
who are true treasures from Jesus.

Care to join me?
 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, 
on the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Bel� eld) and St. Mary (Medora). 
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Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

Don Willey, FIC
Bismarck

701-202-9089
don.willey@kofc.org

Sam Owan, FIC
Williston/Minot
701-609-1918

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Carter Fong, FIC
Dickinson

701-300-2551
carter.fong@kofc.org

Jeremy Vidmar, FIC
Mandan/Dickinson
701-690-8372

jeremy.vidmar@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF
General Agent, Fargo

701-298-9922
patrick.dolan@kofc.org

LIFE INSURANCE • DISABILITY INCOME INSURANCE LONG-TERM CARE INSURANCE • RETIREMENT ANNUITIES

Our signature product. 
Insure your life for life.

Affordable protection
for temporary needs.

Retirement income you 
can count on. Guaranteed.

Protect your assets. Get quality care.
Prepare for the future.

Receive an income even when you are
sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

Disability Income Insurance

Long-Term Care Insurance
Retirement AnnuitiesRetirement Annuities

Term Life Insurance

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products 
backed by our highly-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

Our signature product. 
Insure your life for life.Permanent Life Insurance

A Portfolio of
Protection

* As of 01/2018, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Create a

  lasting legacy
with your giftLet us help you tailor 

your charitable gift 
to your financial, tax 
or estate planning 
objectives.

You can help 
yourself at the same 

time you can help 
your parish, Catholic 

school and the 
Diocese of Bismarck.

Contact Ron or Katherine
at 701-222-3035

Charitable Gift Annuity
A charitable gift annuity is a great 

way you can make a gift to your 
parish, Catholic school or the diocese 

and benefit. You transfer your cash 
or property to us and we promise to 

make fixed payments to you for life at 
a rate based on your age.

IRA Charitable Rollover
An IRA rollover allows people age 70 1/2 

and older to reduce their taxable income by 
making a gift directly from their IRA.

Bequests
You may be looking for a way to 
make a significant gift to help 
further our mission. A bequest is 
a gift made through your will or 
trust. It is one of the most popular 
and flexible ways that you can 
support our cause.

Diocese of Bismarck.

Send your prayer requests to:
Carmelite Nuns, 17765 78th St. SE, Wahpeton, N.D. 58075

or carmelofmary@gmail.com or call 701-642-2360

Share your prayer petitions today!
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