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August 20, 2020  

Dear Fathers, Deacons, DREs and parish leaders,  

What follows is additional information to assist you in the implementation of Faith Formation for 

the 2020-21 year. May these guidelines help you provide catechesis, in its various forms, that is 

both compliant to Diocesan directives and safest for each person involved amid this time marked 

by COVID-19. May we always remember that, as a Church, we have been commissioned by 

Jesus to go and make disciples of all nations (Matthew 28:19).     

Thank you for your observance of these guidelines and do reach out with any questions.  

• Bishop’s directives on COVID-19 and social distancing: All of Bishop Kagan’s 

directives to the Catholic Faithful concerning COVID-19 (dated March 19, April 30, and 

June 22) can be found here on the Diocesan website. Bishop Kagan’s recent directives to 

parish pastors and leaders (dated August 3) can be found here, along with a digital copy 

of this document. These directives are to be maintained for all parish activities, including 

Faith Formation, unless updated or otherwise noted until further notice.  

• COVID-19 Preparedness Plan: Given the unpredictable effects of COVID-19, each 

parish should consider how to provide catechesis that best serves its people in a way that 

is both evangelizing and socially responsible. The three suggested methods include:  

o On-site compliant to Diocesan Directives and government guidelines 

o At home in which the parish accompanies and assists parents and guardians to 

teach the faith to youth   

o Blended model of the above methods  

• Curriculum: Faith formation curriculums that may be utilized for K-6 catechesis (not 

including Sacramental preparation) include Alive in Christ (Our Sunday Visitor), Faith & 

Life (Ignatius Press), and Spirit of Truth (Sophia Press). Parishes may also utilize 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd or A Family of Faith (for family faith formation).  

• Masks: It is strongly encouraged by health experts that masks be worn in public settings. 

See the CDC Recommendations on how best to protect others and yourself.  

• Safe Environment: Soon you will receive updated directives regarding safe environment 

curricula for the 2020-21 year. Thank you, in advance, for your attention to this.  

• Note on Pastor leadership: In matters of faith formation implementation, compliance to 

directives and guidelines, and parish leadership in general, primary responsibility falls on 

the shoulders of Parish Pastors to exercise prayerful discretion and decision-making.   

Additional Resources: 

o Behavioral Health Resources 

o ND Government COVID-19 guidelines: Main website and Guidance for 

Large Gatherings  

o To assist parents in monitoring child’s health: You may advise parents to use 

this form or this parent resource chart to effectively monitor their child’s health.  
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