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A LOOK INSIDE 

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Two diocesan seminarians 
studying at the Pontifi cal 
North American College will 
be ordained to the transitional 
diaconate at St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Rome on Sept. 30.

The ordination of 
seminarians Grant Dvorak 
and Jake Magnuson marks 
the last stage in seminary 
formation before ordination to 
the priesthood. Both men look 
toward this moment with much 
anticipation.

“There has been a great deal 
of peace looking forward to 

diaconate ordination,” Grant 
said. “To approach this phase of 
the journey is surreal, but there 
is also a great deal of confi dence 
that this is the next natural 
step after six years of seminary 
formation for the priesthood. 
This has been a consoling grace, 
especially throughout this past 
year and summer.”

Jake shares in this sentiment 
looking back on their years of 
formation to this point. “I am 
fi lled with joy and gratitude 
at this signifi cant step in my 
vocational journey. ‘Journey’ 
is a great word to describe 
one’s vocation and these 

important moments make it 
more apparent since, at least for 
me, the upcoming ordination 
has made me refl ect upon the 
last seven years of seminary 
formation. I see more clearly 
all the beautiful and diffi  cult 
moments which the Lord has 
used to lead me to the present 
moment. Refl ecting on my 
vocation thus far fi lls me with 

By Leann Eckroth
DCA Writer

A peer-based youth program aimed 
at growing Catholic faith in teens and 
young adults, surpassed its 50th-
anniversary mark amid the Covid 
pandemic. Organizers say the Search 
for Christian Maturity also known as 
Search has re-emerged strong and 
participants are eager to meet after a 
year-long pause.

Search is a weekend retreat 
sponsored by the Diocese of Bismarck 
for students between the ages of 15 
through college age (24). It is now held 
at Badlands Ministries in a remote area 
south of Medora. Search is for young 
people of any denomination or creed 
to share, evangelize and strengthen 
Catholic beliefs and grow in their faith.

Its goal is to place youth in an 
environment that they can encounter 
Jesus, be more in a relationship with 
Him and His church and be more active 
in a faith community.

“All of the retreats are pure ministry-
led. So almost all of the talks are given 
by teens. It’s teens ministering to 
teens,” said Dean Johs, director of the 
Bismarck Diocese Search for the past 
seven years.

Six retreats are off ered in the 
Bismarck Diocese per year. Its fi rst 
involves leadership training for 
previous Search participants who will 
head faith discussions and smaller table 
talks in ministry skills and personal 
devotional skills. The other fi ve are 
regular retreats that occur during the 
year—held Friday night through Sunday 
afternoon with the trained youth 
leading the newcomers.

“It’s highly encouraged they be 
honest, real – ‘I don’t have it together’ 
or ‘this is going pretty good,’” Johs said.

He describes Search as a very 
accepting, supportive environment 
which encourages young people to 
grow from where they are in their faith. 
In recent years, an average of 70 to 
100 young people attend the Search 
weekends at Badlands Ministries.

Retreat talks focus on diff erent roles 
the young people will assume in their 
lives and making the best choices. “We 
have a priest and a sister that come for 
the weekend, and they talk about their 

Submitted photo
Seminarians Jake Magnuson (left) and Grant Dvorak will be ordained to the transitional diaconate at St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome on Sept. 30. The pair are in formation at the Pontifi cal North American College there.
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September is one of the months 
in our calendar year which marks 
a transition from one season to 
another season, but it also marks 
for us certain feasts in our Church 
year which always are celebrated 
in the month. Summer will come 
to an end and autumn will begin, 
all our schools will be in full 
session and vacations will have 
already been taken for so many 

people.
However, in our Church year 

of grace and favor from the Lord, 
every September, we celebrate 
the feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary on Sept. 8, 
nine months after we celebrated 
the Solemnity of the Immaculate 
Conception on Dec. 8. We 
celebrate the beautiful feast of 
the Exaltation of the Most Holy 
Cross on Sept. 14, an opportunity 
for each of us to meditate on the 
Crucifi ed and Risen Jesus and 
for each of us to embrace more 
intently His Cross which identifi es 
us with Him.

A week later, we celebrate the 
feast of St. Matthew, Apostle and 
Evangelist on Sept. 21.  We should 
take some time on his feast to read 
a portion of St. Matthew’s Gospel, 
especially where he narrates 
his call from Jesus to come and 
follow Him (Mt. 9: 9-13).  Then, 
we celebrate the feast of the 
Archangels Michael, Gabriel and 
Raphael on Sept. 29; we know of 
these holy messengers of God from 
the Sacred Scriptures and their 
very names are refl ections of God 
Himself. Michael means “who is 

like God;” Gabriel means “God’s 
might;” and Raphael means “God’s 
healing.” By their actions in our 
human history, they reveal God’s 
will for us and His nearness to us.

September can become very 
busy for all of us very quickly and 
these feasts give us an opportunity 
to slow down just a little and 
concentrate on our relationship 
with the Lord, His Blessed Mother 

and our brothers and sisters who 
are saints and who are praying 
for us and with us as we make 
our way each day to heaven. May 
none of us miss these wonderful 
opportunities to strengthen our 
faith by reading the lives of the 
saints and by attending and 
participating at Holy Mass on 
these feasts.   

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Feasts remind us of our relationship with God
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan celebrated Mass at Christ the King in Mandan for the Bismarck-Mandan 
Serra Club summer gathering in early August. Also at the altar were (l-r) Deacon Ben 
Wanner, Fr. John Paul Gardner, Fr. Fred Harvey, Fr. Jordan Dosch, Fr. Marv Klemmer and Fr. 
Nick Schneider. The Serra Club is dedicated to promoting and fostering vocations to the 
priesthood and religious life.

Bishop David Kagan
@VescovoDDK

Following

Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary: Mary is the cause of our joyful 
hope. Where she has gone we hope to follow. 
O Mary, conceived without sin pray for us who 
have recourse to Thee!

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 
SEPTEMBER 2021

Sept. 6-9 • Fall Clergy Conference, 
Medora

Sept. 10 • Cabinet Meeting, 
Chancery, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Sept. 12 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson, 11:30 a.m. MT

Sept. 15 • Trinity Board of Directors 
Meeting, Trinity High 
School, Dickinson, 
12 p.m. MT

Sept. 16 • Finance Council Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Sept. 18 • Autumnfest Parade, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Sept. 19 • Confi rmation at the 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, Bismarck, 2:30 p.m.

Sept. 20 • Mass for Msgr. Richter’s 
25th Ordination 
Anniversary, Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m.

Sept. 23 • Special Convocation for 
Priests, University of Mary, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Sept. 29 • Confi rmation at the 
Church of the Little Flower, 
Minot, 6 p.m.

Sept. 30 • Bishop Ryan Board 
Meeting, Bishop Ryan 
High School, Minot, 
5:15 p.m.

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for 
September

Universal intention - 
An environmentally 
sustainable lifestyle
We pray that we all will make 
courageous choices for a simple 
and environmentally sustainable 
lifestyle, rejoicing in our young 
people who are resolutely 
committed to this.
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great confidence in Jesus and 
allows me to take the next step of 
becoming a transitional deacon.”

The ordination brings about 
a profound change in the life of 
the man who receives it, as he 
passes from the lay to the clerical 
state. Here, the man makes a 
public commitment to certain 
promises, namely, obedience to 
his bishop, maintaining a life of 
chaste celibacy and a life devoted 
to prayer.

“Grant and I have the privilege 
of serving as chaplains for the 
students at the University of Mary 
Rome Campus,” Jake explained. 
“This is one of the things I look 
forward to most this year as I will 
be able to assist as a deacon and 
preach at Mass for the students. 
I also get to accompany them 
during one of the critical times 
in their life—studying abroad 
in the Eternal City. So many 
students have told me about how 
their semester in Rome changed 
their life, so it will be a great 
opportunity to help facilitate 
that experience of Rome and the 
encounter with Christ.”

By the laying on of hands and 
the prayer of ordination by a 
bishop, a man is configured to 
Christ the Servant, and is now 
tasked with assisting in a new way 
in liturgical worship, especially by 
proclaiming the Gospel, preaching 
and serving the Church and her 
faithful in various ways.

Contingency from Bismarck 
Grant added, “Much of my time 

as a transitional deacon will be 
spent at the seminary far from 
the Diocese of Bismarck, yet I am 
excited to do the things a deacon 
is ordained to do while serving 
my seminarian brothers and the 
students of the University of Mary 
study abroad program in Rome. 
This will include serving the 
priest at the altar of the Eucharist, 
preaching the Word of God, taking 
the Eucharist to the sick, and 
praying as a deacon.”

The men are looking forward 
to welcoming a North Dakota 
contingency to Rome for their 
ordination, barring travel 
restrictions.

“I am so grateful to those 
who are coming to Rome for the 
ordination, especially given the 
present circumstances and also 
because the pilgrimage could 
not happen last year,” Jake said. 
“Because of my own time in Rome, 
I want others to experience that 
same excitement, wonder and 
love for Christ and His Church. 
It will be a great blessing to have 
the support of family, friends and 
priests who have been an essential 
part of my vocation.”

Grant, too, is anticipating a 
group of friends and family to 
join this long-distance pilgrimage 
to Rome for the Mass and events 
surrounding it. “It will be very 
special to have my parents and 
a wonderful group of family, 
friends and University of Mary 
President’s Club members present 
for the ordination. It is such an 
incredible experience to have 
two worlds ‘collide’ in the sense 

that my home in Bismarck gets to 
experience what has become my 
second home in the Eternal City. I 
am grateful that they will have the 
opportunity to take in the great 
churches, saints and sites of Italy 
while capping it all off with our 
ordination in St. Peter’s Basilica. 
I hope it will strengthen their 
faith in Christ by witnessing the 
grandeur of our Catholic Church.”

Final year at the PNAC
After ordination, Grant and 

Jake will begin their final year of 
formation at the Pontifical North 
American College (PNAC) before 
returning home next spring. Also 
studying at the PNAC for the 
diocese are seminarians Steven 
Vetter and Josh Hill.

“The week after ordination, 
I will begin studying dogmatic 
theology at the Angelicum 
University,” Grant explained. “In 
addition to academic studies, this 
year will be filled with pragmatic 
things to learn before ordination 
to the priesthood: practice for 
celebrating Mass, confession and 
anointing of the sick, marriage 
preparation classes and other 
priestly duties. Jake, Steven, Josh 
and I are all part of the University 
of Mary Rome campus chaplaincy 
program, so we will get to spend 
time with the students and 
minister to them in whatever ways 
we can. Time with the Bismarck 
guys and other good friends will 
be especially important during 
this final year as we prepare for 
full-time ministry in our home 
dioceses across America.”

 Jake added that, after 
ordination, there is much to do in 
preparation for priestly ordination 
in June. “My class load is like 
other years although I will be 
specializing in moral theology 
throughout this year. My class will 
also go through various ‘practice’ 
which is essentially learning 
how to say Mass, how to care for 
the sick and to administer the 
sacrament of the anointing of the 
sick, preparing to hear confessions 
and other practical priestly skills. 
I will be attending the seminary 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land this 
year which is a great blessing. 
Finally, I hope to take advantage 
of my final year by making time for 
fraternity, both with the Bismarck 
guys as well as my other close 
friends at the seminary.”

Summer before Rome
Diocesan seminarians typically 

spend their summers at the 
diocesan churches to give them a 
sense of parish life. Grant has been 
assigned to a parish in Dickinson 
and Jake in smaller parishes in the 
southwestern part of the state. 

“It has been a tremendous 
blessing to be with two great 
priests this summer, Fr. Bill 
Ruelle and Fr. Christian Smith, 
at St. Patrick’s in Dickinson,” 
Grant explained. “From serving 
Mass daily, spending time at the 
parish office and making visits to 
the hospital, nursing homes, and 
parishioners’ homes, I’ve learned 
a great deal about the personal 
relationships that a priest has with 
his parishioners and the great faith 
of the people of Dickinson. I’ve 

also been able 
to tag along to a 
few of the duties 
of Fr. Smith as 
the chaplain 
of Dickinson 
Trinity High 
School, which 
has been a great 
opportunity.”

“It has been 
a great blessing 
to serve in 
Bowman, Rhame 
and Marmarth 
this summer 
with Fr. Jarad 
Wolf,” Jake said. 
“Since we are 
both new to the 
community, many 
parishioners 
have been very 
gracious by 
inviting us to 
their homes so 
that we can get to know them and 
their families. The diaconate is 
principally the order of service, 
and the experience of becoming 
a member of this community and 
getting to know its members is a 
great lesson for diaconal ministry. 
I have been continually edified by 
the gift of faith that is so strong in 
these parishes.

Priestly ordination in 2022
After completing their final year 

of formation, God willing, Grant, 
Jake and three other seminarians 
are scheduled to be ordained to 
the priesthood for the Diocese 
of Bismarck. Seminarians Paul 
Gardner, Logan Obrigewitch and 
Ben Wanner were ordained to the 
transitional diaconate last May 
and will complete their final year 
of formation at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary in St. Louis.

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

Continued from page 1
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Submitted photos
Diocesan seminarians enjoyed a trip to the Sanctuary of Our 
Lady of Lourdes in June of 2019. Pictured are (l-r) is Grant 
Dvorak, Fr. Christian Smith, Jacob Magnuson, and friend from 
Washington, D.C., William Bolin (former seminarian, now 
married).

Diocesan seminarians Grant Dvorak (left) and Jake Magnuson with Bishop Kagan in his 
residence chapel after receiving the Ministry of Acolyte.

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, 
DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND 
THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
Sept. 1  Fr. Tom Grafsgaard
Sept. 2  Deacon Rex McDowall
Sept. 3  Fr. Anthony Baker, 

OSB
Sept. 4  Sr. Rosanne Zastoupil, 

OSB
Sept. 5  Sr. Jill West, OSB
Sept. 6  Fr. Brian Gross
Sept. 7  Deacon Joel Melarvie
Sept. 8  Seminarian Deacon 

Paul Gardner
Sept. 9  Deacon Mike Mellmer
Sept. 10 Sr. Gladys Reisenauer, 

SSND
Sept. 11 Fr. David Morman & 

Kenyan Missionaries
Sept. 12 All Seminarians 

and Religious in 
Formation

Sept. 13 Fr. John Guthrie
Sept. 14 Deacon Gary Mizeur
Sept. 15 Fr. Damian Dietlein, 

OSB

Sept. 16 Sr. Nicole Kunze, 
OSB

Sept. 17 St. Mary Sisters
Sept. 18 Fr. Fred Harvey
Sept. 19 All Lay Ministers
Sept. 20 Deacon Eugene 

Morman
Sept. 21 Sr. Agnes Reinert, 

OSB
Sept. 22 Seminarian Jake 

Magnuson
Sept. 23 Fr. Marv Klemmer
Sept. 24 Deacon Brent 

Naslund
Sept. 25 Servants of the 

Children of Light
Sept. 26 Fr. Russ Kovash
Sept. 27 Deacon Ryan Nelson
Sept.28 Sr. Grace Dahmus, 

OSB
Sept. 29 Br. Nicholas 

Erickson, OSB
Sept. 30 Bishop David Kagan
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By Shawna Helbling
Special Contributor to the DCA

Seventy youth and chaperones 
attended Mass with Bishop 
Kagan at the Church of St. Joseph 
in Mandan before departing 
for the Steubenville Rochester 
Conference on July 22. Two 
charter buses traveled together on 
the pilgrimage organized by the 
diocesan Offi  ce of Catechesis and 
Youth.

 On Friday, all the youth and 
chaperones boarded the buses and 
took an hour drive from Rochester 
to La Crosse, Wis. for a pilgrimage 
to the Shrine of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe. While there, they 
toured the chapel, learned about 
the history of the shrine, were 
able to venerate seven diff erent 
saint relics and walk the grounds. 
Some of the highlights beyond the 
chapel were the votive chapel and 
the rosary and stations of the cross 
walks. 

 Upon returning to Rochester, 
the group headed to the Mayo 
Civic Center to begin the 
conference. They were fortunate 
to be able to attend the travelers 
Mass to kick off  the weekend. 
While they spent the next two and 
a half days at the conference, they 
were given many opportunities 
to grow in their faith life. The 
conference host, Sr. Miriam James 
Heidland, SOLT, was full of energy 
and grace for all who attended. 
They also heard from other 
national speakers such as Copper 
Ray, Chris Mueller, Fr. John 
Burns and Sarah Swaff ord. The 
house band, a regional favorite, 
SONAR Worship, rocked the 
house with upbeat music and lead 
the worship. 

The highlight of the conference 

for the teens is always adoration. 
They encounter Christ in the 
most intimate way in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Jesus is present 
to them two times over the 
weekend, and during Saturday 
night’s adoration time, they can 
be close to the monstrance and 

the presence of Christ while He is 
processed around the arena. It is a 
beautiful sight seeing 1,800 youth 
and chaperones worshiping Christ 
all at the same time.

The Steubenville conferences 
are hosted by Franciscan 
University in Steubenville, Ohio 

and typically off er more than 20 
conferences throughout the United 
States and Canada for high school 
aged youth. The Steubenville 
Rochester Conference is held and 
planned in part by Partnership 
for Youth, an apostolate out of the 
Twin Cities in Minnesota.

Seventy youth and chaperones attended the Steubenville Rochester Conference in July.                                                               Submitted photo

Diocesan pilgrimage to Steubenville Rochester

To prevent child sexual abuse, it is important to keep the focus on adult responsibility while teaching children skills 
to help them protect themselves. Consider the following tips:

• Take an active role in your children’s lives. Learn about their activities and people with whom they are 
involved. Stay alert for possible problems.

• Watch for “grooming” behaviors in adults who spend time with your child. Warning signs may include 
frequently finding ways to be alone with your child, ignoring your child’s need for privacy (e.g., in the 
bathroom), or giving gifts or money for no particular occasion.

• Ensure that organizations, groups, and teams that your children are involved with minimize one-on-one time 
between children and adults. Ask how staff and volunteers are screened and supervised.

• Make sure your children know that they can talk to you about anything that bothers or confuses them.
• Teach children accurate names of private body parts and the difference between touches that are “okay” and 

“not okay.”
• Empower children to make decisions about their bodies by allowing them age-appropriate privacy and 

encouraging them to say “no” when they do not want to touch or be touched by others—even in nonsexual 
ways.

• Teach children to take care of their own bodies (e.g., bathing or using the bathroom) so they do not have to 
rely on adults or older children for help.

• Educate children about the difference between good secrets (such as birthday surprises) and bad secrets 
(those that make the child feel unsafe or uncomfortable).

• Monitor children’s use of technology, including cell phones, social networking sites, and messaging. Review 
contact lists regularly and ask about any people you don’t recognize.

• Trust your instincts! If you feel uneasy about leaving your child with someone, don’t do it. If you are concerned 
about possible sexual abuse, ask questions.

• If your child tells you that he or she has been abused, stay calm, listen carefully, and never blame the child. 
Thank your child for telling you. Report the abuse right away.

*This article was created using information from Prevent Child Abuse America, the National Child Traumatic Stress Network, the Enough Abuse Campaign, 
and Stop It Now.

For more information on keeping kids safe, 
call (701) 323-5626.

What You Can Do To Keep Your Kids Safe

CLERGY 
APPOINTMENTS 

Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

The following appointments, 
with the permission of Bishop 
David D. Kagan, are eff ective 
Sept. 5, 2021.

The Reverend David L. 
Zimmer, J.C.L., until now 
Pastor of the 
Church of St. 
Anthony, Linton, 
the Church of St. 
Paul, Hazelton, 
and the Church 
of St. Katherine, 
Braddock, 
granted medical 
disability retirement by the 
diocesan bishop.

The Reverend Jordan J. 
Dosch, Director 
of Vocations for 
the Diocese of 
Bismarck, to be 
also Parochial 
Administrator for 
the Church of St. 
Anthony, Linton, 
the Church of St. 
Paul, Hazelton, and the Church 
of St. Katherine, Braddock.

Fr. David L. Zimmer

Fr. Jordan J. Dosch
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By Nathan Zent
DCA Writer

In a recent homily Fr. Robert 
Shea described a crisis of faith 
among Americans. The St. 
Wenceslaus pastor stated that 
for every person who converts to 
Catholicism seven people leave. 

While people from all walks of 
life can decide to abandon their 
Catholic faith for various reasons 
it’s important to note that one of 
the most vulnerable times in the 
faith life of a Catholic is when he 
or she departs home for college. As 
bleak as Fr. Shea’s statistic sounds, 
all is not lost. The diocesan faithful 
can work together to retain the 
college-aged students in our 
diocese while making the diocesan 
faith community stronger in the 
process.   

Some college students may 
be tempted to have a minimalist 
approach to their faith life, or 
some may even decide to abandon 
their faith all together during 
their college years. New-found 
independence, away from the 
parents and the comforts of 
home, a hectic class and activity 
schedule, can sometimes lead 
individuals in college to be less 
than diligent about attending 
Mass and receiving the sacrament 
of reconciliation. To help college 
students and their friends and 
family members work together to 
combat some of these obstacles 
that may arise, Fr. Robert offered 
insight and ideas. (Responses 
edited for clarity.) 

How would you recommend 
college students obtain or 
maintain the motivation to 
attend Mass when we feel like 
we are too busy or have other 
priorities?

I would recommend that they 
re-prioritize their life. There 
are things in this life that are 
temporal and passing (pretty 
much everything...certainly many 
if not most of the things on which 
a college student spends a whole 
lot of their time and energy), 
and there are few things in this 
life that are eternal—the most 
important of which is their eternal 
soul. When the priority between 
those two becomes confused, 
sickness quickly ensues. Colleges 
spend a lot of time encouraging 
students to be healthy and make 
healthy decisions. We’re obsessed 
with health. There’s a lot of focus, 
and rightly so, on mental health 
and physical health. What’s 
often forgotten though is that 
our bodies and minds aren’t the 
only things that can become sick 
and suffer...so can our souls. This 
spiritual sickness is often just 
left undiagnosed. But it’s very 
real and can be very deadly. 
Gladly, there’s a treatment for 
it—and you don’t even need your 
parent’s health insurance to 
access it. Prioritize God and care 
for the health of your eternal soul 
through Mass, confession, and 
prayer.

What advice would you have for 
a friend or family member who 
wants to aid a college student to 
strengthen or regain their faith 

life but not to be perceived as 
too pushy?

It is important, really 
important, that families don’t 
“helicopter” their children at 
college. To do so severely stunts 
any chance for real growth 
during that time. That being 
said, on your tour of the college 
or during move-in day, be sure 
to visit the Catholic Newman 
Center or campus/university 
ministry center with your child. 
What’s also important to continue 
the earlier analogy of holistic 
health—soul, mind, body—is that 
if your child reaches out and 
they’re really struggling (as they 
will)...in your care for them, ask 
them about their spiritual health. 
How’s their soul? Pray with them 
on the phone. Don’t be afraid of 
this. It doesn’t have to be anything 
fancy, just ask Mary to help your 
child in their struggle and pray a 
Hail Mary together. Encouraging 
them to go to Mass, confession, 
and prayer—especially in the 
midst of their biggest college 
struggles—isn’t necessarily being 
pushy, it’s just giving good, 
practical advice. An alternative, 
I suppose, is just offering empty 
platitudes, e.g., “Everything will 
be OK. You’ve got this!”—while 
perhaps comforting, I’ve never 
found those to be particularly 
helpful or practical.

A college student may 
encounter, through their 
coursework, a position on a 
social issue such as abortion 
or same-sex marriage that 
contradicts Catholic Church 
teaching which may tempt them 
to no longer follow their Catholic 
faith. What would you say to 
them?

The convincing that needs to 
happen is foremost a conversion 
of mind and heart on those social 
issues you mention. Yes, that 
requires an encounter with the 
living God, which is most likely 
to happen through the practice 
of their faith in the sacraments 
and prayer. It also requires 
those beliefs being challenged 
by you courageously speaking 
the truth in love. Don’t let fear 
of “rocking the boat” keep you 
from doing this—if you speak the 
truth of these issues to your child 
with love, it’s God Who will act. 
God needs your voice, though. 
If we surmise, “Well, at least my 
child’s still going to church,” as 
their misguided beliefs go left 
unchallenged, a great danger is 
that one ends up reshaping God 
into their own image (cafeteria 
Catholicism), instead of being 
continually re-shaped more 
and more into His Image (real 
conversion). The former leads to 
oxymorons, things such as “pro-
abortion Catholics.” The truth 
is that it is simply impossible to 
be in full communion with the 
Church while taking a position 
on the issues you mention which 
are diametrically opposed to 
the Church’s most basic moral 
teaching on the dignity of the 
human person and life.

Through conversations with 
students of other faiths, a 
Catholic student may discover, 

for the first time, that other 
faiths do not require some 
things such as: fasting and 
abstinence during Lent, Mass 
obligations, confession at least 
once a year. How would you 
recommend a friend or family 
member go about reinforcing 
the importance of these rituals 
to our faith?

Those observances and rituals 
of faith first need to be practiced 
at home or they almost certainly 
won’t be when your child goes 
to college. If you faithfully and 
joyfully made these a part of 
your child’s life in grade school, 
throughout middle school, and 
in their high school years... then 
you’ve done everything you can 
to reinforce their importance and 
set your child up to live them out 
faithfully and joyfully during 
their college years. If you haven’t 
done that throughout those years, 
then ask both God and your 
child for forgiveness. Then begin 
making it a part of your life, 
offering those observances up, as 
you do them, for your child and 
for their faith.

College students do not have a 
lot of free time. What are some 
recommendations for how 
college students can be active 
parishioners under limited time 
constraints? 

I believed a fun lie during my 
college years that I think most 
people do at that stage in their life 
is: “I can’t wait to be done with all 
these classes, papers and projects. 
I’m so busy right now! I’ll have 
so much time when I finally get 
a job and can start working full-
time.” Oh, how foolish we are 
in youth! College students have 
more free time now than they’ll 
probably have for the next 50 
years of their life. If I could go 
back and talk to my 18-year-
old-self, he wouldn’t get a word 
of sympathy about how busy he 
is—more likely, I’d encourage 

him to put SOME effort into his 
time-management (starting by 
getting off Myspace and MSN 
Messenger—the social media 
must-haves of my age—so he 
could connect better with friends). 
Then, I’d tell myself to stop feeling 
sorry for myself and spend more 
time with Jesus in prayer so that 
I could save myself from a lot of 
needless, self-imposed heartache 
and wandering in those coming 
years. I’d also sheepishly tell my 
18-year-old-self that it’s 2002 and 
baggy clothes went out of style in 
the 90s...

Are there activities that friends 
and family members can do with 
a college student to aid them in 
being active parishioners, while 
strengthening their own faith as 
well?

Pray the rosary as a family. 
Mother Mary is second to none in 
protecting a child from venturing 
beyond God’s grace in college. 
Pray the rosary together while 
your child is growing up, pray it 
for your child while he or she is 
at college, and pray it together 
with your child when he or she is 
back home from college. Mary is 
wonderful, and the family rosary 
is just the best.

Many college campuses, 
whether faith-based or secular, 
have ministry options for students 
to remain strong in their faith. 
Perhaps it’s inevitable that nearly 
every college student questions 
the importance of their Catholic 
faith at some point. However, 
most come to realize, later, that 
it caused unnecessary anguish 
with time and energy better spent 
on embracing their faith to help 
strengthen the health of their soul. 
What must remain constant is the 
love and support of family and 
friends—who, in turn, can take the 
opportunity to strengthen their 
own faith and the diocese faith 
community.

Students Having Fun in the Lumen Vitae University Center at the University of Mary.

Students in the Warford Grotto on the University of Mary campus.

Staying Catholic in college
Retaining the college-aged faithful while strengthening the spiritual health of the diocese
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Saturday, October 30

The event will also include the Diocesan Youth Conference
and a special Vacation Bible School for the youngest attendees.

Opportunities for adoration of our Lord and confessions will be available for all. 

Registration is now open. To register and get updated information visit
bismarckdiocese.com/thirst and bismarckdiocese.com/youthconference.

Matt Fradd is the creator and host of the “Pints With Aquinas” podcast. He is the 
author and coauthor of several books including, Does God Exist? A Socratic Dialogue on 
the Five Ways of Thomas Aquinas. Matt earned his undergraduate and graduate degrees in 
philosophy from Holy Apostles College & Seminary which also awarded him an honorary 
doctorate. He lives in Steubenville, Ohio, with his wife Cameron and their four kids.

Dr. Ben Akers is the Executive Director of FORMED.org, a streaming platform 
providing trustworthy and inspiring Catholic video, audio, and eBook content from the 
Augustine Institute, Ignatius Press, and more than 60 other partners, helping parishes, 
families, and individuals explore their faith anywhere. He is also an Associate Professor of 
Theology at the Augustine Institute Graduate School in Denver, Colorado. He and his wife 
are blessed to have five children.

Dr. Ray Guarendi is a Catholic father of ten adopted children, a clinical 
psychologist, author, professional speaker, and national radio and television host. His 
radio show, “The Dr. Is In” can be heard on over 440 stations and Sirius XM channel 
130. His TV show, “Living Right With Dr. Ray” can be seen on EWTN Global Catholic 
Network and is aired in 140 countries.

Featured speakers:

A free one day Eucharistic Conference at the Bismarck Event Center to include keynote 
and breakout speakers and the celebration of Vigil Mass with Bishop David Kagan

If unable to register online, mail 
the registration form below to:

This form is for registering for the conference only, NOT including the youth 
programs. If you are registering youth for Vacation Bible School (age 3 thru grade 
5) and/or the Diocesan Youth Conference (grade 6-12), please complete your 
registration online at bismarckdiocese.com/thirst or call us at 701-222-3035 to 
request paper copies of youth registration forms mailed to you.

Thank you 
to our major 

sponsor

Household last name: ____________________________________________

Total # attending Thirst Conference: ______________________________

Phone number: __________________________________________________

Primary email address: ___________________________________________

Parish you attend: _______________________________________________

Thirst Conference
Diocese of Bismarck

PO Box 1137
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

The Thirst Conference is free to attend 
and runs on volunteers and donations. 
Visit our website at bismarckdiocese.
com/thirst to volunteer or donate.
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Mass of Thanksgiving
Priestly ordination on June 11 at 

the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit was 
the culmination of years of prayer 
and preparation for the diocese’s four 
new priests, but the next day was also 
momentous.

They celebrated their fi rst Mass often 
called the Mass of Thanksgiving in their 
respective home churches—Fr. Jacob at 

St. Joseph in Dickinson, Fr. Ben at Queen 
of Peace in Dickinson, Fr. Greg at the 
Cathedral and Fr. Nicholas at St. Anthony in 
Linton. 

From there, each began their fi rst priestly 
assignment on July 1. Father Jacob is at 
Our Lady of Grace, Minot, and religion 
instructor at Bishop Ryan Catholic School. 
Father Ben has been assigned to Cathedral 

of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, and religion 
instructor at St. Mary’s Central High School. 
Father Greg has begun at St. Joseph, 
Williston, St. John the Baptist, Trenton, and 
St. Boniface, Grenora. Father Nicholas is at 
the Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary, Bismarck, 
and Chaplain for St. Mary’s Central High 
School.

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 
The newest priests of the Bismarck Diocese (l-r)—Father Greg Hilzendeger, Father Nick Vetter, Father Ben Franchuk and Father Jacob Degele—ordained June 11 by Bishop 
Kagan at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck.

Father Greg Hilzendeger off ers a blessing to his family 
after Mass.

Father Jacob Degele (foreground) and Father Ben 
Franchuk impart blessings on the faithful.

Father Nicholas Vetter off ers a blessing to the three 
visiting bishops including his uncle Bishop Austin Vetter 
(foreground), Diocese of Helena (Mont.); Bishop William 
Byrne, Diocese of Springfi eld (Mass.) and Bishop James 
Checchio, Diocese of Metuchen (New Jersey).

- Ordination -

Here are each man’s comments about his first 
assignment.
Fr. Jacob:  To say the words of consecration or to give absolution 
in the confessional is incredibly humbling and life-giving. Our 
Lady of Grace is a wonderful parish with lots of things going on! 
I will most certainly be kept on my toes this year. The parish staff  
and parishioners have all given me a very warm welcome and I am 
excited to serve them as their priest.

Fr. Ben:  I am very excited to be at the Cathedral and St. Mary’s 
High School. The Cathedral is constantly busy and is throwing me 
into the mix as a priest right away. The number of confessions heard 
here is awesome and I am happy to be able to bestow the forgiveness 
of God through this sacrament. I am also excited to be teaching at St. 
Mary’s. I remember at Trinity High School how much of an impact 
the chaplain made in my life, and he was not there as much as I and 
Fr. Vetter will be at St. Mary’s. We may not see the impact, but I 
know there will be a big impact in the students, and I look forward to 
it.

Fr. Greg: It has been a great joy to begin my assignment in 
Williston, Trenton and Grenora. I’ve been very warmly welcomed, 
and it has been great immersing myself in the life of a parish which 
will be my home for the foreseeable future. I’ve enjoyed meeting 
parishioners and taking up the role of a spiritual father to the people 
entrusted to my care. 

Fr. Nicholas: The people of God have been so gracious to me 
during these days of learning so many new things. Father Jared 
Johnson is my fi rst pastor, and he has been very helpful in getting 
me comfortable in the parish. He has been particularly generous in 
answering my questions. I have a lot of them! I am looking forward 
to working with him and to calling him a friend. As I moved into 
the high school, Mr. Reed Ruggles has been a helpful guide as he 
showed me around the school and described the structure, culture 
and tradition there. The teachers, in particular Mr. Nick Emmel, 
have been a great support in discussing the year ahead and the 
structure of the assistant chaplains. I am excited to be a part of both 
assignments. Many people contribute to making my priesthood 
fruitful and for this, I am grateful!
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Search turns 50
Continued from page 1

vocation story. We have a married couple we call ‘ma and 
pa’ who talk about their marriage story. The rest are kids 
that have been through Search before,” Johs said. “After 
the talks, they go into small groups to discuss the talks. 
In between, we’ll have lots of music and singing. We’ll do 
some games. We’ll do some prayer activities.” Mass is held 
daily during the retreat along with Eucharistic adoration 
on Saturday, and the sacrament of reconciliation is also 
available.

Johs said Badlands Ministries operators have proven 
stellar in meeting the needs of Search. The camp features 
age- and gender-appropriate dorms, a dining hall and 
church. “They are phenomenal,” he said. “We have full run 
of the camp.”

Search provides a volunteer offi  ce staff , kitchen staff , a 
medic and the adults mentoring the team leaders. He notes 
they are now in need of a cook and more mentors.

Youth at the Search retreat must unplug for the weekend. 
“We take their cell phones away, their watches away, no 
electronics whatsoever. It’s really a time to focus on what’s 
important in life. You don’t get that opportunity in many 
places nowadays,” said Johs.

Johs said Search can fi ll a gap for young Catholics after 
confi rmation. For some, regular faith formation classes may 
end as young as eighth grade, or some get none. Johs said 
some youth just aren’t getting that at home and parish-led 
youth ministry is less available in rural areas.

History of the program
Golva, North Dakota resident, Joe Kreitinger was among 

the fi rst student leaders of the Search program for the 
Bismarck Diocese back in the early 1970s. He credits Fr. 
Eugene Frank for seeding it and growing it in its infancy.

“Fr. Frank talked the bishop into the Search Program. He 
put his heart into it,” he recalled.

 The pastor persuaded a group of North Dakota teens to 
attend a Search at a neighboring retreat.

“Seven of us went in 1969—four seniors and three juniors 
to Lead, S.D. We had a lot of fun there. There was a team 
from Rapid City,” explained Kreitinger.

 The North Dakota youth then enlisted the South Dakota 
group to lead their fi rst retreats before they took over.

“It was a high-energy deal. I liked the music and visiting 
with people. The kids in the backup group were so much 
fun. We were all accepted. You didn’t feel people were 
talking about you,” he recalled.

Kreitinger said he had a solid Catholic background and 
education, and, at fi rst, didn’t see how big the need was for 
Search until he heard others’ stories about broken homes. 
Kreitinger rarely left Golva and found some teens didn’t 
have it so easy. 

Search allows the youth to share about religion, he said. 
“What impressed me was how strong they were despite 
what they went through. People there have their backs.”

 Kreitinger said Search fi lls a critical niche for teens 
where more self-confi dence is needed. “I wasn’t that 
outgoing, but by the time a Search is over, you’ve got 
friends.”

According to Johs, Search retreats were held in several 
locations over the years. As it grew, the abbey in Richardton 
became its fi rst home in the mid-1970s and remained a 
longtime retreat site through the early 1990s.

Kreitinger said Fr. Frank was tenacious and dedicated 
continuing the Search retreats in the early years. 

“After one was done, he’d get another one going,” he said. 
“He was a kids’ person. He really cared about kids and got 
to know you. He knew how much it would help. He’d fi nd a 
way to get kids to go.”

Dickinson resident, Ken Roshau, served as director of the 
Search program from the mid-1990s to the mid-2010s after 
Bishop John Kinney appointed him director of the diocesan 
youth ministry program. 

The Knights of Columbus insurance worker hadn’t been 
a youth minister before but he and his wife, Cherie, were 
among the “ma and pa” speakers for Search as his own 
family joined retreats. “We were so moved,” he said.

A church bulletin posted the youth ministry job opening 
and Roshau found his calling. Roshau commuted daily 
between Dickinson and Bismarck and found himself a 
natural in holding faith-based events for the youth at the 
Youth Correctional Center in Mandan, retreats for pastors, 
rallies around the diocese, events at the Dakota Boys 
and Girls Ranch, at tribal locations and directing Search. 
During his tenure, Roshau earned a master’s in theology at 

St. John’s University at Collegeville, Minn. “I really liked 
working with the youth.”

Roshau said that in the mid-1990s they lost the abbey 
facility in Richardton because some buildings there had 
to be torn down and there wasn’t room for the backup 
prayer team who prayed for other Search participants. 
“That’s when we went to St. Mary’s boarding school in New 
England.” 

But, sometime after that, the school there was converted 
into a women’s prison. A parish-owned building in Minot 
was used for a time before they found there were openings 
in the schedule at Badlands Ministries, the current site. 
Before the dormitories were built, Badlands Ministry found 
other housing in Medora for adult leaders. 

He describes the Medora site as the perfect location with 
suitable housing, a gathering area, church and a place for 
the backup team to pray for other retreat members. He 
liked how it aff ected kids and changed their lives. 

“Listening to stories about their experiences makes the 
diff erence—just for kids to know they aren’t alone. They’d 
talk about what they needed to do to change their lives.” 

He added, “I still run into kids that were in the program 
and they tell me what it did for their lives,” Roshau said. 
One former Search participant approached Roshau with her 
two children, telling them “I wouldn’t be here if it weren’t 
for him,” he recalled. “She had been troubled, and we really 
worked with her.”

Roshau is quick to give credit to Dean Johs as the current 
director, praising his work. “They are blessed that he is 
there keeping it going.”

Personal impact
The program changed Johs’ life after his fi rst retreat in 

1988. He characterizes himself at the time as a “kid on a 
downward spiral.”

“On my fi rst weekend there, I got sick and I lost my voice. 
For the entire weekend, God shut me up,” he quipped. “I 
went there, and I enjoyed it because of the relationships I 
built there. I couldn’t speak the whole weekend, but one 
of the youth leaders sat next to me and we wrote notes 

back and forth so, I could ask the questions I had and 
communicate. I felt welcome because of what she did.”

His voice returned when he returned home that Sunday.
“I was able to see how I was being very hurtful to myself, 

to others. And I didn’t get judged for being in that position. 
They still welcomed me and loved me,” he said.

Things didn’t change overnight for him, but he found that 
Search gave him an environment where he could grow and 
work out new behaviors and choices. “I found a God that 
loved me, regardless of where I was at.”

He then got more involved in Search, earned a ministry 
degree from the University of Mary, was trained at a 
national ministry program called NET and returned to do 
leader training for Search.

Johs served on the Search Adult Advisory Board for 
15 years before becoming its director. Today, he teaches 
math at the Mandan Public School District. “It’s such a big 
program, big involvement. I can’t imagine my life without it. 
I’ve been involved for 30 years.”

Future of Search
Johs lauds Search as a great success that it quietly 

continues to have a huge impact on the lives of current and 
past attendees. There’s no need for special celebrations for 
the golden anniversary. The youth ministry began its 51st 
year this past spring.

The program paused after March 2020 and returned in 
limited capacity in March 2021, said Johs. 

Any concerns about the future of Search in 2020 during 
the pandemic dissolved, he said. During the height of the 

virus concerns, the program was on hold. After the situation 
improved, the diocese off ered abbreviated, one-day Search 
retreats in Bismarck and Dickinson. Those one-day events 
were nearly fi lled to capacity, which spoke to the popularity 
of Search among the diocesan youth.

“Right now, we are on an upswing. We couldn’t meet 
for almost a year. It wasn’t an issue. The kids came back to 
show us how hungry they were to have something like that,” 
Johs added.

Johs estimates he sees hundreds of former Search 
participants practicing their faith within the local parishes, 
volunteering and working at the diocese and across the 
country. 

“They’ve continued to give back wherever God has placed 
them in life. One was just ordained in our diocese to be a 
priest,” Johs noted.

Family vocations also have evolved because Search 
participants’ parents and grandparents met at retreats, 
married and then passed the Search tradition on to the 
next generation, Johs said. “Vocation is not just priests and 
sisters. It’s faithful married couples. It’s single people.”

Johs knows that God has a hand in it all. “God’s been 
faithful to it. The program has been faithful back to God.”

He does not know how many Search programs exist 
across the U.S. but is encouraged when some reach out 
asking what works for the program here.

Search remains relative to youth, he said. “I encourage 
more and more parishes to send their kids, get them to 
come and join. Our goals are to keep going in a positive line. 
We want to continue doing what we’re doing,” Johs said. “If 
we have any needs, we have our adult ministry team to run 
things and does a lot of the mentoring of the kids. There’s 
always a need for those people to refresh and renew as we 
get older.”

The cost of the weekend retreat is $75 per youth which 
covers food and housing. Johs has raised scholarship funds 
to cover part or all a participant’s fee if needed. 

“A vast majority (of the time), we get all positive 
feedback. They absolutely love the weekends, and they 
experience something they never experienced before, and 
they want to come back.”

For more information about the program, visit the 
Search page on the diocesan website at bismarckdiocese.
com/search1  or call 701-204-7185. Search brochures are 
available at local parishes.

Submitted photos
Search in February 1995 with (l-r) Ken Roshau (director at the 
time), Fr. Marv Klemmer and Fr. Dennis Schafer work with a 
youth leader on the retreat skits.

Search Director Ken Roshau and his wife, Cherie, along with 
Fr. Dennis Schafter at a retreat in the mid-1990s.

Youth attending a Search retreat walk to a cross on a hill near the 
Badlands Ministry camp.

The scenic badlands near Medora 
serve as a perfect background for 
the Search retreats.

Here at a Search retreat in 2010, Fr. Keith Streifel o� ers Mass.

Music is a big part of a Search weekend and always has been just as it was here in the early 2000s.
Group prayer is a key component of the Search retreats as seen here 
in the early 2000s
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     Editor’s note: This article is a 
continuation of Bishop Kagan’s commentary 
(which began in the Aug. 2021 issue) on his 
recent pastoral letter regarding knowledge of 
the Catholic faith.

This month, I will comment on part one of 
my recent pastoral letter, which is addressed 
to all the Christian faithful, namely, all clergy, 
consecrated religious and Catholic laity. 
However, before I do so allow me to give the 
correct and complete answer to last month’s 
question:  the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, fortitude, 
knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord. I urge 
all to read the section in the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church on confirmation as it 
gives an excellent explanation of the essential 
connection between the three sacraments of 
initiation (CCC, 1285-1321).

Since I address all the Christian faithful at 
the beginning of the pastoral letter, what I say 
applies to you, to me and to every Catholic 
in our diocese, no matter our ages or our 
particular vocations. This is most important 
since each of us has received, from the Lord, 
a specific vocation as priest, consecrated 
religious, married Catholic or single Catholic 
and these specific vocations are all grounded 
on our baptismal vocation to holiness of life.

As you read the pastoral letter, you will note 
the ample use of Sacred Scripture from the 
Gospels and the Epistles and then the ample 

use of the Catechism to underscore the holy 
tradition of our Church in its understanding 
and living the truth of the Gospel in full 
communion with the apostolic faith. Again, it 
is in baptism that we are cleansed of original 
sin, immediately incorporated into the Body 
of Christ, and receive our first and life-long 
vocation to holiness. Saint Paul teaches that 
in baptism we are clothed with Christ (cf. Gal 
3: 27) which makes us holy and sets us on that 
path of holiness.

Our present age, like all ages before this 
one, is afflicted with the ways of the world 
and especially the great temptation to limit or 
eliminate God from daily life. The advances in 
communication technology seem to highlight 
this danger by the way many Catholics use the 
internet as the sole source of their information 
about the things Catholic. As I note, this is 
a real danger since it has created a kind of 
artificial catholicism with a small “c.” The 
internet is not the place to learn about our faith 
and our Church. Sacred Scripture and holy 
tradition give us all we need to continue to live 
our vocation to holiness of life in our particular 
vocations. We have the responsibility to keep 
our faith and vocations strong and vibrant by 
our daily prayer, our study and our works of 
mercy.

Meditate on St. Paul’s exhortation in the 
Epistle to the Romans 12: 2. All of us can and 
must do this if we claim to be Catholic.

Question:  Name the twelve fruits of the Holy 
Spirit.

Last month’s question: Name the seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit.  

Answer:  wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
fortitude, knowledge, piety and fear of the Lord

To read the pastoral letter online go to the 
diocesan website at bismarckdiocese.com/
letters and scroll to the bottom of the page.

“. . . Live a Life Worthy of the Calling You Have Received. . .”
“… Live a Life Worthy of the Calling You Have Received…”
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g  Campus Ministry at NDSU
Do you know a student heading 
to NDSU this fall? Let them know 
about St. Paul’s Newman Center. 
St. Paul’s Newman Center is the 
bisonCatholic community. It’s a 
place where students come to 
encounter Christ on the campus 
of NDSU. Through the sacraments, 
bible studies, discipleship, retreats, 
and social activities, students are 
encouraged to pursue virtue. They 
are equipped to live a dynamic 
Catholic life amid a secular 
campus. Help an NDSU-bound 
student set themselves up for 
success! Invite them to join the 
bisonCatholic community by 
registering at bisonCatholic.org.  

g  Minot Clinic fundraisers 
Sept. 20-21 
You’re invited to Dakota Hope 
Clinic’s 10th annual fundraising 
banquets in Minot on Monday, 
Sept. 20 and in Stanley on 
Tuesday, Sept. 21. In Minot at 
the N.D. State Fair Event Center, 
doors open at 5:30 p.m. with 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. In Stanley at 
the Mountrail Co. Complex, doors 
open at 6 p.m. with dinner at 6:30 
p.m. Reservations are required 
and the events are open to adults 
only. RSVP by Sept. 10. Guest 
speaker is Pam Stenzel. For more 
information or to register, call 701-
852-4675 or go to dakotahope.
org/events. 

g  Catholic Charities ND Sunday 
Sept. 25-26
On Sept. 25-26, join in at your 
parish or online to celebrate 
Catholic Charities Sunday. Thanks 
to generous support, Catholic 
Charities assists thousands of 
individuals, couples and families 
all across North Dakota through 
these services: Adults Adopting 
Special Kids (AASK); Counseling 
Services for individuals, couples, 

and families; Guardianship 
Division - Intellectual Disabilities; 
Guardianship Services – 
Vulnerable; North Dakota Post 
Adopt Network - Pregnancy, 
Parenting; and Adoption Services 
(PPAS). View the video at www.
CatholicCharitiesND.org and on 
Facebook. Call 701-235-4457 or 
email info@catholiccharitiesnd.
org for more information.

g  Clinic fundraiser Sept. 30
Connect Medical Clinic, a faith-
based nonprofit in Dickinson 
offering services and education 
to those at-risk for unplanned 
pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted infections, is hosting 
its 7th annual fundraising 
banquet from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Sept. 30 at the Astoria 
Hotel & Event Center in Dickinson. 
Themed IMPACT, the evening will 
include inspiring testimonials 
and featured speaker Mike Long, 
an early leader in the message of 
self-value and purity for young 
adults. Consider participating 
as an attendee, donor or prayer 
partner. For information, contact 
Tara Zettel or Mark Billings at 701-
483-9353. 

g  Friends of the Poor  
Walk/Run Oct. 3
The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
Conference of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul will hold their 
annual Friends of the Poor Walk/
Run on Sunday, Oct. 3 at Sertoma 
Park in Bismarck. Registration 
begins at 3 p.m., with the 5K 
walk/run to begin at 4 p.m. A 
picnic will follow the walk. More 
details on shelter number and 
pre-registration will be provided 
as the event approaches. For 
questions, contact John Berger at 
jberger5@midco.net.

g  Red Mass Oct. 4
The public is invited to the Red 
Mass on Monday, Oct. 4 at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit at 
5:30 p.m. This Mass celebrates 
with those involved in the 
administration of justice—judges, 
attorneys, law professors, law 
students and government officials. 

g  Marriage Encounter 
Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a private weekend 
away from the distractions of 
daily life for couples in good 
marriages. Give your marriage this 
gift. The next available weekends 
in the region are Oct. 8-10 in 
Buffalo, Minn. and Nov. 12-14 
in Medora. Early registration is 
highly recommended. For more 
information, visit ndwwme.org 
or Applications@ndwwme.org or 
701-347-1998.

g  White Mass Oct. 18 
The public is invited to attend 
the Bismarck Diocese’s annual 
White Mass, which will be held 
on Monday, Oct. 18 at 5:30 p.m. 
at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
Bismarck. The special Mass honors 
physicians and those involved in 
the medical field.

g  THIRST conference Oct. 30
Join us Oct. 30 at the Bismarck 
Event Center for THIRST 2021. 
This exciting and free event 
has something for all ages and 
backgrounds. Featured keynote 
speakers include Dr. Ray Guarendi, 
Matt Fradd and Dr. Ben Akers, 
Executive Director of FORMED 
at Augustine Institute. The 
Diocesan Youth Conference (for 
students in grades 6-12) will be 
held in conjunction with the 
conference again this year. New 
this year is Vacation Bible School 
for younger children. Watch for 

more details at bismarckdiocese.
com/thirst. General questions 
can be directed to Amanda at 
ajensen@bismarckdiocese.com or 
701-204-7205 or Chris at ckraft@
bismarckdiocese.com or  
701-204-7208.

g  Passion Play pilgrimage 2022
A pilgrimage to eastern Europe 
featuring the Passion Play of 
Oberammergau will take place 
July 2-12, 2022, touring Prague, 
Budapest, Vienna and Munich. 
The 11-day tour is hosted with 
Fr. Fred Harvey former pastor of 
St. Therese, Church of the Little 
Flower in Minot, and current 
pastor of Christ the King in 
Mandan. The cost is $5,132 from 
Bismarck which includes land/
airfare as well as taxes and airline 
surcharges. For more information, 
contact Linda Aleshire at  
701-721-3723 or lindamaleshire@
gmail.com.

g  Footsteps of St. Paul 
pilgrimage 2022
Pilgrims are invited to follow the 
footsteps of St. Paul as he traveled 
and explored the world he knew 
including the places where the 
“Apostle to the Gentiles” preached 
and taught. This pilgrimage into 
the life and times of St. Paul will 
be from Sept. 19-30, 2022, leaving 
from Bismarck. The all-inclusive 
price is $4,550 (except lunches). 
Monsignor Chad Gion will serve 
as the spiritual director of this trip 
sponsored by L.P. Pilgrimages. 
For more information, contact 
LeAnn Brand at 833-910-1545 or 
GaSales@lpjp.org. You can register 
and pay directly at the website 
www.lpjp.org. A deposit of $400 
is payable on booking with the 
second payment of 50% due  
April 20 and full balance due on 
June 20.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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In 2012, I asked my 
grandmother, Gini Zent, to 
be my confi rmation sponsor 
because of the good rapport we 
developed during my childhood. 
However, this did not develop 
overnight, rather it was fostered 
while spending time together 
reading books and playing games. 
Grandma really disliked when I 
created blockades in Parcheesi, and 
I would not break them up so she 
could advance her pieces. (Some 
people’s grandchildren!) 

As I got older, this relationship 
evolved into one of me growing 
more inquisitive about my Catholic 
faith and my grandmother 
answering my questions. 
Therefore, I felt comfortable asking 
her to be my confi rmation sponsor 
and continuing this relationship.

This relationship with my 
grandmother is special and may 
not be the same for everyone. The 
fact that Grandparents Day is on 
Sept. 12, it’s a good time to honor 

and remember grandparents. 
Grandparents Day may also 

provide a great opportunity for 
grandparents and grandchildren 
to get together whether it be in 
person or virtually to discuss family 
history and create fond memories. 
But perhaps most importantly 
from a religious standpoint, it 
can provide an opportunity to 
strengthen each other’s faith.  

I interviewed Bob Stockert, 
a deacon at St. Wenceslaus in 
Dickinson, for some insight 
into how grandparents and 
grandchildren can converse about 
their Catholic faith, and both 
feel comfortable with it. Deacon 
Stockert and his wife Josie enjoy 
bonding with their grandchildren 
ranging in ages 14 to 22 during 
family gatherings. The Stockert’s 
Grandparents Day tradition is to 
have a meal together and those 
who are unable to attend send 
greeting cards. (Responses edited 
fr clarity.) 

What are the activities that 
you enjoy doing with your 
grandchildren? 

We so enjoy visiting with them 
and praying at meals. Then, to 
relax, we sing and play our musical 
instruments with each other.
Have your grandchildren asked 
you questions about the Catholic 
faith?

Yes, I’ve been asked more about 
the Eucharist. My response was the 
real presence of Jesus [is] in the 
bread and wine as His actual Body 
and His Blood.
What advice would you have for a 
grandparent who gets a question 
from a grandchild about their 
Catholic faith?

Always continue to ask a priest 
or deacon or reference Catholic 
answer books like the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. 
What advice would you have for 
grandparents and grandchildren 
who would like to start openly 

discussing their faith with 
each other but might be 
uncomfortable because of fear 
that the conversation could turn 
into a disagreement? 

Arguments are okay. By this I 
mean that if the right information 
is given to them, then they will 
learn the diff erences between other 
faiths and the one true faith that 
Jesus started. 
What advice would you have for 
a grandparent or grandchild who 
finds himself or herself noticing 
the other’s faith slipping because 
of life struggles, and might have 
the desire to help the other one 
strengthen their faith? 

First, always pray about it. Then, 
search for counsel from priests 
and deacons who can suggest 
diff erent Catholic answers books 
so they may enlighten themselves 
about the faith and how trials and 
tribulations will come and go with 
the help of the Holy Spirit.

Guest Columnist NATHAN ZENT

Grandparents Day: A time for honoring, bonding and strengthening faith

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
St. Hildegard dinner Sept. 12
St. Hildegard in Menoken will be hosting their 
annual fall dinner on Sunday, Sept. 12 from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. The homemade dinner will feature 
traditional sausage, roast beef, pies, buns and 
all the trimmings. There will be fun for all ages 
including games, bingo, sale of home-baked 
goods, fresh garden produce and religious crafts. 
The cost is $12 for adults; $5 for children ages 4-10 
years; free for children aged 3 and under. 
St. Mary supper Sept. 12
St. Mary’s in Hague is having a social and raffl  e on 
Sunday, Sept. 12, at the Knights of Columbus Hall 
in Hague. KC members will be serving hamburgers, 
beans, chips, bars and drinks starting at 5 p.m., with 
proceeds to benefi t St. Mary’s Church. Bingo starts 
at 7 p.m. Following, desserts and refreshments 
will be served, with the raffl  e drawing after. Raffl  e 
tickets will be available for purchase.
St. Anthony festival Sept. 19
St. Anthony in Linton is holding their annual fall 
festival on Sunday, Sept. 19 at the Linton Our Club 
Hall. Doors open at 3:45 p.m. with serving from 4-7 
p.m. The meal is fried chicken, ham, hamburger 
rice, mashed potatoes, all the trimmings and a 
variety of desserts. A silent auction will take place 
throughout the evening, bingo will be held in 
parish center starting at 5:15 p.m., and the raffl  e 

drawing will take place at 7:30 p.m. at the KC Hall.  
St. Bonaventure supper Sept. 26 
St. Bonaventure in Underwood is hosting their 
annual fall chicken supper on Sunday, Sept. 26 from 
4:30 to 7 p.m. Menu includes fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, gravy, salad bar, vegetable, homemade 
pies, desserts and beverage. Cost is $10 for adults, 
$5 for ages 6-12, and children under age 6 eat free.
Sacred Heart Octoberfest Oct. 3 
Sacred Heart of Wilton is hosting their annual fall 
dinner on Sunday, Oct. 3 at the Wilton City Hall. 
Dinner of roast beef, mashed potatoes, corn, salads, 
buns and pies will be served from 11 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children 
ages 4-10, age 3 and under are free. There will be 
kids’ games, a Chinese auction, and bingo.
St. Anthony dinner Oct. 3
St. Anthony Church in St. Anthony will have their 
fall dinner, fair and raffl  e on Sunday, Oct. 3 in the 
church basement after 11 a.m. Mass. The menu 
includes fried chicken, roast beef, potatoes, kuchen 
and trimmings. Dinner tickets: $10 for adults, $5 
for children aged 3-12, free for children under age 
3. Verein Hall activities from 12:30 to 4:00 p.m. 
include bingo, silent auction, paddle wheel and 
other games, ending with drawings for parish and 
Christian Mothers raffl  es. St. Anthony Church is 
handicap accessible.

Pro-Cathedral dinner Oct. 10
The Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary in Bismarck is 
hosting their annual fall dinner on Sunday, Oct. 10 
from 4 to 6:30 p.m. The menu includes creamed 
chicken breast, meatballs, cheesy hash browns, 
glazed carrots, coleslaw, dinner rolls, dessert and 
beverages. Cost is $12 for adults, $6 for children 
ages 6 to 12 and free for children aged 5 and under.
St. Katherine festival Oct. 10
St. Katherine in Braddock is holding their annual 
fall festival on Sunday, Oct.10 from 4:30-6:30 
p.m. The meal is chipped beef, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, hamburger rice, coleslaw, carrots, relishes, 
homemade buns and pie. There will be a silent 
auction, raffl  e prizes and bingo held at the 
Braddock Community Hall starting at 5:30 p.m. 
St. Pius V festival Oct. 10
St. Paul V in New Salem has their annual fall festival 
on Sunday, Oct. 10. A Mass with polka music is at 
10 a.m. with dinner served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
The menu is roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, 
vegetable, salad, buns and pies. Cost is $10 for 
adults, $5 for children ages 4-12 and $1 for children 
under age 4. Also included will be a children’s 
carnival, cake walk, bake sale, Chinese auction and 
gift shop.

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Personal responsibility means owning thoughts, words, actions

“It’s been a tough year,” my 
neighbor began the conversation. 
“What’s next?”

“Yes, most of us are in the same 
boat. But, think of it this way, if 
the moisture shortage continues, 
this year won’t seem so bad,” I 
said trying to add some humor to 
the discussion. We both grinned 
uncomfortably.

It hasn’t been fun watching 
crops shrivel up, grass go dormant 
months ahead of schedule, 
livestock weight gains slide and soil 
health wither away. Yet, that is the 
world of production agriculture: 
the up and down cycles of the 
profession. 

So, how will this down cycle 
aff ect the business? How is the 
revenue stream balanced? How 
does one maintain a positive 

approach and move forward? 
The attitude seems to be 

gritting one’s teeth and hanging 
on—until next year, if possible. 
The “if possible” plays to the tune 
of paying the bills. What are the 
options? What about personal 
responsibility? 

There are more questions than 
answers, yet it is not a time of 
despair. The questions, which 
may be diffi  cult to ask in self-
examination, need to be asked 
in the spirit of contemplating all 
possibilities. In the end, decisions 
of the past are something for 
which I must accept personal 
responsibility.

As I refl ected on personal 
responsibility, I thought about my 
spiritual life. While I need to own 
business and personal decisions 

of the past and move forward in a 
respectful way for family, friends, 
business associates and neighbors, 
I must also remember the personal 
responsibility I have to God, my 
Creator.

The element of free will is a 
gift that God has bestowed on the 
world. As a citizen, I get to make 
choices, formulate decisions and 
adopt actions for which I must 
answer—to my family, peers and, 
most importantly, God. Free will 
is the ultimate source of personal 
responsibility, and I must own my 
own actions.

God’s gifts and challenges 
bequeathed to me (whether it be 
good vision, hearing, strength, 
etc.) are meant to be used to create 
outcomes that highlight God’s 
infi nite love for the people of the 

world. I 
must accept 
responsibility for the use of abilities 
and how I handle adversity. I will 
be required to answer how I used 
abilities and managed challenges 
on judgement day.

Not all that happens in the world 
(thankfully) is within my control. 
My thoughts, words and actions 
are my free will choices. I need 
to accept personal responsibility. 
I hope I can make decisions that 
refl ect the holy lives of the fi rst 
disciples and the saints. 

Care to join me?

g Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, 
on the family farm in Billings County. They 
are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with eucharistic 
celebrations there as well as at the Churches 
of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary (Medora). 
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On behalf of Bishop David Kagan, the Diocese of Bismarck 
extends congratulations and gratitude to those serving 
within monastic communities in our diocese who are 
celebrating special anniversaries of profession to religious life. 

Sister Ruth Margaret 
Karabensh, OSB

Sr. Gemma Peters, OSB

Sr. Agnes Reinert, OSB

Sr. JoAnn Krebsbach, OSB

Fr. Basil Atwell, OSB

Continued on page 13

70th Jubilee

Sr. Ruth Margaret, OSB
Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck

Sister 
Ruth 
Margaret 
Karabensh, 
OSB, grew 
up in Sweet 
Briar. As a 
child, she 
attended 
country 
school. 
While at 
Mass, she 
grew more and more curious 
about the sisters who walked 
single fi le into church every day. 
When Sister Bernadette Fischer 
approached her about becoming 
a sister, she was surprised. 
The thought had already been 
brewing in her heart. At the age 
of 20, she knew God was calling 
her to religious life.  

 Since becoming a Benedictine 
Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery, Sister Ruth 
Margaret has had varied 
ministries. She worked as an 
aide in pediatrics at St. Alexius 
Hospital. Her other ministries 
included making altar breads, 
sewing, laundry, housekeeping, 
dishwashing and food service, 
driving, and welcoming guests 
to the monastery. She served 
as director for the work-study 
program at Priory High School, 
as an aide for the laboratory and 
physical therapy at Garrison 
Memorial Hospital, Garrison, 
and in housekeeping and food 
services at the San Raphael 
Mission in Tucson, Ariz. 

 Refl ecting on her years as 
a sister, Sister Ruth Margaret 
notes how she has grown in faith, 
patience, and wisdom. She says, 
“Happiness and peace of heart 
have to come from within and 
is deepened by prayer.” With 
70 years of using her gifts and 
experience to serve her monastic 
community and others, Sister 
Ruth Margaret exemplifi es this 
happiness and peace. 

Sr. Gemma, OSB
Annunciation 
Monastery, 
Bismarck

Sister 
Gemma 
Peters, OSB, 
grew up on 
a farm near 
Rugby. Sister 
Gemma’s 
family life 
centered 

around faith, church, country 
school and relatives. Family 
prayer was a constant in her 
childhood. Sister Gemma’s fi rst 
yearnings to become a sister 
came after her experiences with 
the Benedictine sisters who came 
to teach Vacation Bible School. 
She was touched by their joy, 
concern for others and their 
complete giving.  

Sister Gemma made her fi rst 
profession on July 11, 1951. She 
earned a Bachelor of Science 
in education from Minot State 
University, Minot, majoring 
in elementary education and 
minored in speech pathology. 
Sister Gemma pursued graduate 
study in education from DePaul 
University, Chicago, and Clark 
College, Dubuque, Ill. She earned 
a Master of Religious Education 
from Seattle University, Seattle. 
She was well-prepared for her 
ministries as elementary teacher 
at Cathedral Grade School, 
Bismarck, and at St. Patrick 
School in Dickinson, where she 
also served as principal. She was 
also principal of Christ the King 
School, Mandan, and later went 
back to teaching at the Trinity 
School System in Dickinson 
and St. Mary’s Elementary 
School in Bismarck. From 1973 
to 1983, Sister Gemma served 
in various capacities at Corpus 
Christi Parish in Bismarck as 
religious education coordinator, 
pastoral minister, church choir 
and as religious education 
neighborhood program director.  

Her love of teaching and 
growing in faith served her well 
as she worked in initial formation 
for Annunciation Monastery, 
and as an assistant professor at 
the University of Mary. Sister 
Gemma is a spiritual director and 
worked from 1999-2018 as the 
monastery coordinator of guest 
ministry. She has led countless 
retreats and tours, is known for 
her bread baking and her love for 
God and nature. 

Sister Gemma refl ects, “After 
I became a sister, I realized I was 
not doing something for God 
and His people. I realized that 
I am not doing, but being. I am 
called to be God’s presence—to 
reveal His love, care, joy and 
compassion to those I meet. God 
is real and present.” 

60th Jubilee

Sr. JoAnn, OSB
Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck

Sister JoAnn Krebsbach, 
OSB, grew up in Washburn. She 
admired the sisters who came 
to Washburn to teach catechism 

and 
eventually 
chose to 
become one 
of them. 
She made 
her fi rst 
monastic 
profession 
on July 11, 
1961. Sister 
JoAnn 
received her 
Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy-
Theology, Social-Behavioral 
Science from the University of 
Mary in 1965 and did graduate 
study in English at the University 
of Nebraska and in Theology 
at Notre Dame University. She 
earned her Master of Science in 
Education from Northern State 
College and a Master of Ministry, 
with an emphasis in spirituality, 
from Seattle University. 

Sister JoAnn taught 
elementary and junior high 
students for 12 years and enjoyed 
serving as religious educator 
and youth minister at Corpus 
Christi Parish, Bismarck. She was 
subprioress for three years before 
becoming an associate professor 
at the University of Mary, where 
she taught and served as chair 
of the university’s philosophy/
theology division. She served 
as subprioress of Annunciation 
Monastery from 2008 to 2016. 
Sister JoAnn is a member of the 
University of Mary’s Board of 
Trustees and the Annunciation 
Monastery’s monastic council. 
As affi  liate director and member 
of the vocation committee, she 
assists with the Benedictine 
Volunteer program. 

“These past 60 years have 
been so life-giving,” says Sister 
JoAnn. “I fi nd fulfi llment in 
our daily prayer and living in 
monastic community with so 
many inspiring and faithful 
women.” 

Sr. Agnes, OSB
Annunciation Monastery, 
Bismarck

Sister Agnes Reinert, OSB, 
was born in Mott. In high school, 
one of her 
teachers 
asked her to 
write down 
three choices 
for her 
professional 
life, she 
easily wrote, 
“nurse, 
teacher, 
sister.” Little 
did she know 
God would call her to be all three 
of those. 

Sister Agnes made her fi rst 
monastic profession on July 

11, 1961. She graduated from 
the University of Mary nursing 
program and served at St. Alexius 
Hospital (now CHI St. Alexius 
Health) as a registered nurse 
and instructor for students in the 
licensed practical nurse program. 
Her ministries include a variety 
of nursing positions at St. 
Alexius and Garrison Memorial 
Hospital and as chaplain of 
those hospitals. As chaplain, she 
was an instructor for students 
enrolled in Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE). She earned 
her master’s in theology from St. 
Louis. Sister Agnes served as an 
instructor of courses in theology 
at the University of Mary and 
was a volunteer law enforcement 
chaplain for the Bismarck Police 
Department for nine years. She 
served as outreach pastoral care 
for the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit for 15 years where she also 
facilitated weekly Bible study and 
taught CCD.  

Sister Agnes enjoys her 
current ministry as chaplain at 
CHI St. Alexius Garrison. She 
visits patients, residents and 
staff  and is available for spiritual 
support as needed. She off ers 
communion and prepares the 
chapel for weekly Mass. Sister 
Agnes is also a certifi ed spiritual 
director. She says, “Prayer, 
community and service are 
primary values for me. These 
values maintain and sustain 
my relationship with God, with 
community and with persons 
in the broader community. The 
words of Thomas Merton give 
expression to the strength and 
hope with me: ‘True encounter 
with Christ liberates something 
in us, a power we did not know 
we had, a hope, a capacity for life, 
a resilience, an ability to bounce 
back when we thought we were 
completely defeated, a capacity 
to grow and change, a power of 
creative transformation.’” 

40th Jubilee

Fr. Basil, OSB
Assumption Abbey, Richardton

Father Basil Atwell, OSB, or 
John as he was known back then, 
was born in Glendive, Mont. 
When he was 
16, he was 
diagnosed 
with an 
eye disease 
called 
corneal 
dystrophy, 
an incurable 
affl  iction 
from which 
he was 
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Fr. James Kilzer, OSB

Sister Nicole Kunze, a 
Benedictine Sister of Annunciation 
Monastery, Bismarck, celebrated 
her silver (25th) jubilee of 
monastic profession on June 19 in 
a Eucharistic celebration at Our 
Lady of the Annunciation Chapel 
with the monastic community, 
family, and friends. 

Born and raised near Valley 
City, to Allen and Marilyn Kunze, 
Sister Nicole is the oldest of three 
children. She graduated from 
Valley City High School and went 
on to the University of Mary, to 
pursue her undergraduate degree 
in biology. As a student at the 
University of Mary, she attended 
Benedictine convocations and 
joined the sisters for Mass. She 
says, “Each encounter seemed 
to increase an awareness of 
God’s call in my life; I was open 
to learning more.” Sister Nicole 
attended a weekend retreat at the 
monastery with her friend at the 
end of sophomore year. She recalls 
calling her mother afterwards, 
admitting that she could really see 
herself as a sister.

Shortly after this revelation, 
Sister Nicole became an affi  liate 
of Annunciation Monastery and 
began her journey to becoming 
a member of Annunciation 
Monastery in 1996. She taught 
chemistry and biology at St. 
Mary’s Central High School for 
fi ve years prior to attending 
graduate school at the University 
of Northern Colorado in Greeley. 

During her time in graduate 
school, she deeply missed 
the sisters and the prayerful 
rhythm of monastic life. Love 
and support from the sisters via 
email bolstered her resolve and 
she earned her Ph.D. in chemical 
education. When she returned 
to Annunciation Monastery, she 
was blessed with an opportunity 
to serve as associate professor 
of chemistry at the University of 
Mary, following in the footsteps 
of her late professor, mentor, 
and friend, Dr. Marla Behm. 
She taught for ten years and was 
awarded the University of Mary 
Regents’ Award for Teaching 
Faculty in 2011.

God called Sister Nicole to 
another exciting opportunity to 
serve in 2016. She was elected 
prioress of Annunciation 
Monastery. As prioress, Sister 
Nicole serves as spiritual and 
administrative leader of the 
religious community. In March of 
2020, Sister Nicole was re-elected 
for a six-year term as prioress. “It 
is an honor to serve my monastic 
community as prioress,” she says. 
“I get to know the sisters in a 
deeper way, and I am grateful that 
these women support and trust 
me. I learn through their wisdom, 
holiness, and lived experience. 
They have called forth gifts I did 
not know I had. We learn so much 
from each other.”

Sister Nicole provides 
leadership in the Sisters’ 

sponsored institutions: CHI St. 
Alexius Health in Bismarck and 
Garrison, and the University of 
Mary. She serves as president 
of the Board of Trustees at the 
University of Mary and is a 
member of the CHI St. Alexius 
Health Board of Directors. She 
is a member of the Federation 
of St. Benedict council. Sister 
Nicole serves as treasurer of 
the Conference of Benedictine 
Prioresses.

Kunze shares, “The past 
25 years have been full of 
opportunities to further my 
education and develop my gifts 
and leadership skills that I would 
have likely never had if I had 

not chosen this vocation. I look 
to the future of our monastic 
community with great hope and 
faith that God will lead us as we 
serve one another with love and 
understanding. It is my hope 
that we will continue to off er 
radical hospitality to all who come 
here. Whether that is a woman 
discerning a call to religious life, 
lay women and men considering 
our oblate program, people 
looking for a quiet space for 
refl ection, or associates from our 
sponsored institutions seeking an 
opportunity to live the Benedictine 
values. With each encounter, may 
we receive all as Christ.”

—Submitted information

Sister Nicole celebrated silver jubilee
Served as prioress of Annunciation Monastery since 2016

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 
Sister Nicole Kunze, a Benedictine Sister of Annunciation Monastery, Bismarck, 
celebrated her Silver (25th) Jubilee of monastic profession on June 19.

delivered miraculously.
After graduating from high 

school, John worked for a 
telephone company before 
entering Assumption Abbey at 
age 20. Given the name Basil, 
he went through the novitiate, 
pronounced vows in 1981, 
and began work in the Abbey 
Press. In 1982, he was sent to 
St. John’s University for four 
years of study that culminated 
in a bachelor’s degree in 
art in 1986. Basil displayed 
brilliant talent for graphic art 
and pottery. What there is of 
his work that can be seen at 
the Abbey, in display cases, 
shows keen artistic judgment 
and consummate skill. He was 
especially gifted at working in 
porcelain, a diffi  cult medium.

Along with his artistic work, 
he dedicated several summers 
to Camp ReCreation when it was 
still sponsored and held at the 
Abbey. As everyone familiar with 
him knows, Br. Basil is a people 
person, and in 1994 he moved 
to Bismarck to become full-time 
director of campus ministry at 
the University of Mary. While 
in the Bismarck-Mandan area, 
he also volunteered at the Youth 
Correctional Center.

In 1997, brother studied 

philosophy during his last two 
summers in Bismarck. He then 
went to study theology at St. 
John’s School of Theology in 
Collegeville, Minn. He was 
ordained to the diaconate on 
Feb. 11, 2001 and sent to his 
own home parish in Glendive 
for 11 weeks for his transitional 
pastoral experience. That 
summer, Deacon Basil helped 
to start the Sacred Heart Prison 
Ministry, at the Dawson County 
Correctional Facility. 

After fi nishing his Masters of 
Divinity, he was ordained to the 
priesthood on June 28, 2002. 
At the request of the diocesan 
bishop and abbot, Fr. Basil’s fi rst 
assignment was parochial vicar 
at the Church of St. Wenceslaus 
in Dickinson, with part-time 
work as chaplain to Trinity High 
School. He received his fi rst 
pastorate in October of 2003 at 
St. Mary’s in New England and 
St. Elizabeth’s in Lefor. He also 
continued his part-time work at 
Trinity High School. In 2009, 
he was appointed pastor of the 
Catholic Indian Mission, with its 
fi ve parishes Fort Yates, Cannon 
Ball, Porcupine, Selfridge 
and Solen, now known at the 
Catholic Faith Communities of 
Sioux County and administrator 
of the St. Bernard Mission 
School in Fort Yates. On July 

1, 2016, Father Basil was 
appointed pastor of St. Nicholas 
at Garrison with its missions 
of Immaculate Conception in 
Max and Sacred Heart in White 
Shield.

30th Jubilee

Fr. James, OSB
Assumption Abbey, Richardton

Fr. James Kilzer, OSB, was 
born in Elgin and named Ernest 
after a Benedictine uncle, a 
monk of St. John’s Abbey, 
Collegeville, Minn. He attended 
school in 
Hettinger 
County and 
went to New 
England 
and Mott for 
high school. 

Ernest 
spent two 
years at 
Eastern 
Montana 
College 
in Billings, and three years 
at Franciscan University in 
Steubenville, Ohio. Entering 
Assumption Abbey in 1989, he 
was given the name James and 
pronounced vows in 1991. He 

did his seminary studies at St. 
John’s Abbey and University. 
He was ordained in 1998. 
“My upbringing had me well 
prepared for mindfulness 
of others, so necessary in a 
monastery. From a large family, 
we learned to make do, make 
allowances, share and share 
alike, to think how our behavior 
impacts upon others.”

Fr. James is a jack of all 
trades if there ever was one: 
name it and he can do it. He has 
transformed various areas of the 
monastery, such as the gift shop 
and the pottery studio. 

Fr. James says that he 
gained conviction about the 
goodness of God and of God’s 
design and plan when he was 
just a kid sitting on the roof of 
a machine shed, watching the 
sunset. Speaking to any young 
man about religious life in a 
Benedictine monastery he says, 
“What could be better than to 
discover and fulfi ll what God has 
in mind for you? Do you trust 
God? Do you want to discover 
what God made you for, and 
where he calls you to fl ourish? 
Give God permission to prompt 
you, to guide you. Cultivate a 
disposition to say yes, whatever 
that call proves to be.” 

Continued from page 12
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Since 2015, the start of fall has 
signifi ed that Catholic Charities 
Sunday is drawing near. As the 
air gets a little cooler and farmers 
begin their harvest, our staff  are 
getting ready for our biggest event 
of the year. Catholic Charities 
Sunday is a celebration we have 
in the parishes of North Dakota 
one weekend of the year where 
parishioners can learn about the 
services we provide and hear 
stories from staff  and clients. This 
year’s celebration is set for Sept. 
25-26, and we couldn’t be more 
excited. 

Our theme this year has been 
“Planting Seeds for our Future.” 
Through our programs and the 
passion and spirit of our staff , 
Catholic Charities North Dakota 
has been planting seeds for the 
future of North Dakota for nearly 
100 years. This year, 256 children 
were adopted through the AASK 

program, and our Counseling 
program served 388 clients. 
Between both of our guardianship 
programs, we have served 565 
individuals, and 15 babies were 
born to PPAS clients. We continue 
to work hard to plant seeds of 
love, hope and compassion in 
communities across the state and 
we truly rely on your generosity to 
make it happen.

In the past year, our Pregnancy, 
Parenting, and Adoption Services 
has been implementing more 
outreach to assist families in our 
communities that need help with 
baby supplies. We have had two 
very successful “Bundle Up your 
Baby Bump” events where we gave 
away donated baby supplies and 
clothing to families in need. We 
have also added telehealth services 
to our Counseling Program which 
allows us to provide counseling to 
anyone in North Dakota by phone 

or video no matter where they 
are located. These are just a few 
examples of how Catholic Charities 
North Dakota continues to plant 
seeds for our future and the future 
of North Dakota. 

Previously, you have heard 
from some of our guardianship 
and counseling clients, adoptive 
families and birth families 
during our Catholic Charities 
Sunday video. We have shared 
program updates from each of our 
programs which include Adults 
Adopting Special Kids (AASK), ND 
Post Adopt Network, Pregnancy, 
Parenting, and Adoption 
Services (PPAS), Counseling 
Services, Guardianship Division: 
Intellectual Disabilities (GDID), 
and Guardianship Services: 
Vulnerable (GSV). You have even 
heard from donors about why they 
support Catholic Charities North 
Dakota. This year you’ll witness 

a story like no story we’ve ever 
shared before.

Our 2021 Catholic Charities 
Sunday video showcases the 
results of seeds planted nearly 60 
years ago—seeds of courage, seeds 
of love and seeds of selfl essness. 
You’ll get an inside look at one 
family’s emotional journey of 
reconnection after adoption. You’ll 
experience, fi rsthand, six adult 
siblings all gathering for the very 
fi rst time. The joy radiates from 
this family as they reminisce about 
the past and discuss the peace they 
now feel after fi nding each other. 

Please join us for Catholic 
Charities Sunday, Sept. 25-
26, at your parish or online at 
CatholicCharitiesND.org as we 
share this amazing story and the 
great work that you support. 

g  Article submitted by Catholic Charities 
North Dakota.

Join us September 25-26 for Catholic Charities Sunday

Catholic Charities

The migrant situation along the 
southern border poses signifi cant 
challenges for our country and the 
Church. Social media, selective 
or biased “news” sources and our 
own geographic distance make it 
diffi  cult for North Dakota Catholics 
to know the facts. 

To fi nd out more, I turned to 
Jennifer Allmon, the executive 
director of the Texas Catholic 
Conference, and asked about 
the situation and the Church’s 
response.

What is the current situation 
along the border and how does it 
compare to other recent years?

We have been seeing more 
migrants and families coming to 
our humanitarian respite centers 
on the border recently. These 
numbers are certainly higher than 
2020 during the pandemic but it is 
not uncommon for there to be large 
infl uxes every few years. 

What kind of services does 
the Catholic Church in Texas 
provide to immigrants?  Have 
those efforts been restricted or 
hampered by state, federal, or 
local governments?

Catholic Charities and other 
interfaith border ministries provide 
these immigrants and refugees 
with hope for their future and work 
to restore their dignity, including 
meals, medical examinations, 
laundry services and spiritual 
services in a dedicated chapel 
for worship and refl ection. The 
staff  cooperates with dedicated 
volunteers and state and local 
partners to provide and coordinate 
services. Recently, our eff orts 

have been hampered by local and 
state orders that limit our ability 
to transport migrants or have de-
licensed our facilities. In addition, 
there are not consistent federal 
COVID testing and vaccination 
protocols at each border processing 
point. 

We often think of the border 
situation as an “immigration” 
issue. Is it also a religious 
freedom issue?

Yes, we serve migrants based 
on our sincerely held religious 
belief in the dignity of the human 
person and in knowing that when 
we welcome the stranger, we 
welcome Christ. When it comes 
to the children’s shelters, it’s 
incredibly important to have 
faith-based providers who will 
serve the traffi  cked victims in this 
space. Our Catholic-run shelters 
refuse to accommodate or provide 
contraception, abortion or other 
services that harm human dignity 
and attack human life. In this way, 
we show our consistent ethic of life 
serving the immigrant, refugees 
and the unborn.

What are some of the principles 
from Catholic social doctrine 
that guide the Texas Catholic 
bishops in their responses to the 
immigrant situation?

The principles of solidarity, 
subsidiarity and the preferential 
option for the poor and vulnerable 
should be some of the crucial 
touchstones that guide us in 
this work to serve immigrants. 
Solidarity calls us to recognize 
others as our brothers and 
sisters and work for their good. 

Subsidiarity calls authorities of a 
higher order to respect and not 
unnecessarily interfere with the 
internal life of a community and 
promote interventions at the most 
appropriate level. Finally, the 
preferential option for the poor 
calls us to prioritize those who 
are neediest, helpless or most 
vulnerable in our public policy and 
ministries. 

Applied in the immigration 
context, this means that the U.S. 
Bishops have supported what is 
called comprehensive immigration 
reform that would address 
the root causes of migration, 
reform our legal immigration 
system (e.g., earned legalization, 
temporary worker program, 
protections for family-based 
immigration) and promote due 
process for immigrants. In this 
respect, Catholic social teaching 
recognizes both the right of nations 
to make the exercise of the right 
to immigrate subject to various 
juridical conditions, as well as 
the responsibility of the more 
prosperous nations to welcome 
foreigners in search of security and 
the means of livelihood that they 
cannot fi nd in their countries of 
origin (CCC 2241).

Is the migrant situation 
contributing to the spread of 
COVID-19 in Texas?

Catholic Charities of the Rio 
Grande Valley released a statement 
responding to allegations that 
migrants spread COVID-19 in 
Texas. They take the necessary 
measures to make sure families 
who have a family member test 

COVID positive are isolated in 
hotels designed for quarantine: 
“At no time have the COVID 
positive immigrant families [been] 
walking around exposing others in 
the community. They are kept in 
isolation until they test negative,” 
reads the statement. [O]ne 
incident has caused a great deal of 
misinformation and unfortunately 
serious consequences that threaten 
our community with catastrophic 
outcomes if we can’t continue to 
isolate and care for the families.”

What one thing should Catholics 
in other states know about the 
situation in Texas that they 
probably don’t hear from the 
news and social media?

Our state history has a rich 
Catholic history going back 
centuries dating back to the time 
of the Spanish missions, European 
emigration and more recent 
refugees from Asia and Africa. Our 
border communities are diverse, 
vibrant and dynamic places. 
People live side-by-side with each 
other and have family members 
and friends on both sides of the 
Mexico-Texas border. There is a 
rich history of serving together, 
worshipping together and working 
together. We have always served 
the hungry, the thirsty and the 
stranger at our doorstep and will 
continue to do so, God willing, for 
many more years to come. 

g   Dodson serves as executive director 
of the N.D. Catholic Conference, the 
offi  cial liaison for the dioceses of Fargo 
and Bismarck in matters of public 
policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Support and partnership at the southern border

Forever Grateful Since 1923

Catholic
Charities
North Dakota
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Young people today experience various 
pressures and expectations that can make 
them anxious. In a recent essay, Professor 
Timothy P. O’Malley, of Notre Dame’s 
McGrath Institute for Church Life, crisply 
describes some of the over-the-top pressures 
that graduating college students are likely to 
encounter in commencement addresses:

“Notre Dame students are told that their 
degree is not exclusively an accomplishment 
earned through the completion of credit 
hours but a pledge to change the world. They 
are charged by a commencement speaker 
to go cure cancer, secure a spot on the 
Supreme Court, end political polarization 
and corruption, and renew communities on 
the margins through being a transformative 
teacher.... In other words, the bar of 
anxiety is raised. The future is presented 
to these students as a series of endless 
accomplishments that they must complete to 
be judged as worthy by their alma mater..... 
No wonder students get drunk and hook 
up on weekends to escape the impending 
and seemingly impossible responsibility of 
changing the very arc of human history before 
they reach the age of thirty.”

He notes that marriage and family life are 
seldom part of what commencement speakers 
at Notre Dame and other institutions of higher 
education propose to graduates. Students, he 
says, are “told, sometimes quite explicitly, to 
bracket out marriage and family life for the 
sake of their professional careers. And when 
the marriages and children of prominent 
commencement speakers are publicly raised 

on the commencement platform, they are 
always considered a lesser accomplishment.”

Putting our human accomplishments into 
proper perspective can be challenging. We 
can be tempted, like many commencement 
speakers, to invert the relative order of their 
importance. In the face of unrelenting pressure 
to change the world, climb the career ladder, 
build a nest egg, acquire expensive homes, 
and travel the globe, we can easily convince 
ourselves that marriage and children are a 
hindrance.  

But as we approach the end of life, we can 
often see with greater clarity what matters 
most.  

I remember a chat I had with my father 
as he was declining in health. He had had a 
long career as an astrophysics professor at 
the University of Arizona. As we were talking 
about colleges, universities, and the world 
of academia, I mentioned how impressive 
his professional accomplishments had been, 
not only in teaching and research, but also in 
authoring various notable books with titles like 
“Radio Galaxies,” “The Catastrophic Universe,” 
and “Radio Astrophysics.” 

“Ah, the real achievement,” he retorted, 
“what really matters, that would be the 
children.” 

He underlined that the demanding 
intellectual work and mountains of scientifi c 
output were insignifi cant compared to what 
he deemed his “real accomplishment” — the 
gift of his family. After more than 50 years of 
marriage and raising fi ve children he signaled 
what authentic satisfaction and human 

fulfi llment had come to look like for him.
The commitments we make and faithfully 

fulfi ll are a source of stability and strength, 
particularly against the backdrop of life’s 
turbulence and uncertainty. While there 
are confl icts, boredom, trials, and other 
challenges, the consequential adventure of 
marriage and family life off ers a fulfi lling 
pathway toward human fl ourishing. 

O’Malley notes that this is a narrative 
that young people are interested in: “They 
want to hear how to be happy, and they 
want this happiness not to be tied to their 
accomplishments.” They want to be able to 
say, “I cannot control every dimension of the 
future, but I can dwell with this person for the 
rest of my days. I can commit to a common 
project, to a hopeful future with this man or 
woman.” This is an important message for us 
to pass on to younger generations, especially 
as they commence post-university life. 

In a sense, marriage and raising a family are 
becoming revolutionary acts in today’s world. 
They declare something positive and hopeful 
about the future and push back against the 
fear and insecurity that plague our human 
condition. They ground us in something 
beyond the passing security of worldly 
accomplishments and challenge us to a higher 
and more enduring goal.
g  Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his doctorate 
in neuroscience from Yale and did post-doctoral work at 
Harvard. He is a priest of the diocese of Fall River, MA, and 
serves as the Director of Education at The National Catholic 
Bioethics Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck.  See www.
ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics

What young people could most profi t from 
hearing about marriage

Why can’t I make keepsake jewelry out of 
my relative’s ashes, or spread them in a 
meaningful location?
When someone we love dies, the fi nality of death is overwhelming, 
as is the reality that we have to learn a new way of living without 
them. At times, it is too much to bear, so we try to hold onto our 

loved ones and never let them go by keeping their ashes near to us. We 
believe this will bring consolation and peace, but deep down we know that 
it does not honor the dead nor help us in the grieving process. Only a proper 
dignifi ed Christian burial can provide for both of these realities.

Christians continued the pious Jewish tradition of honoring the dead by 
off ering them a proper burial. In the Gospels, the evangelists referenced 
a number of burials, such as that of John the Baptist, Lazarus and, most 
importantly, the burial of Jesus Christ in the sepulcher near Mount Calvary. 
The burial of our Lord was done with great solemnity, with provisions made 
for the proper washing of the body and its anointing with burial spices. The 
early Christian community off ered this same dignity to their dead, through 
the establishment of numerous Christian catacombs on the periphery of 
Rome. Contemporary historical lore asserts that these catacombs provided 
a place for Christians to “hide” in times of persecution, but they were instead 
places of burial and also places where they came to pray and off er the Holy 
Mass for the salvation of their departed loved ones.

But why the emphasis on burying our dead? Because Christians have always 
had a great respect for the human body. We believe the body is sacred, 
because it was created by God as an act of pure love; it was washed in the 
sacred waters of baptism; and it was nourished time and time again by the 
sacred gift of the Holy Eucharist. The body is indeed holy, which is why Jesus 
never discarded His human body upon His death and Resurrection, but lifted 
it up to the glory of heaven, where His sacred body (His humanity) is forever 
united to His divinity. To make jewelry out of the ashes of our loved ones, to 

scatter them on the waters or on the land, or to keep them on the mantle of 
the living room is not in line with Christian tradition. It demeans the body, 
for it treats it like a mere commodity, to be used and manipulated in ways to 
bring some degree of consolation. We must instead bury our dead, because 
in doing so, we are honoring them, the temple of God’s dwelling that they 
were on earth. We are also making a statement of profound faith and hope: 
my loved one, buried like Christ, is also called to share in His Resurrection. 
Love demands that we let the faithful departed go in peace, knowing that we 
will see them again in the glory of God’s Kingdom.

In burying the dead, we also allow for ourselves another measure of 
consolation in the midst of the sadness and sorrow of death. Whether the 
ashes of the deceased were scattered immediately after death or years later 
because living descendants did not want to be “bothered” as custodians 
of them any longer, we deny ourselves something very important in the 
grieving process: a specifi c place to pray for the faithful departed. When we 
visit a cemetery, we come to the very place where our loved ones are buried 
and await the second coming of Christ. A grave in a cemetery is a hallowed 
place to mourn; to remember blessed memories of our loved ones; to pray 
for them and to ask for their prayers for us; to ask for forgiveness; and to 
tell them how much they are missed and forever loved. There is something 
profound about coming to a precise place where we honor our departed 
loved ones. A body of water or a prairie landscape is too vast and impersonal 
of a space to seek spiritual communion with those who have gone before us 
in death. I know that when I come to the graves of my dear parents, there is a 
closeness and intimacy that assists in the grieving process. I can always come 
back to this sacred place, where tears of sadness in loss slowly give way to 
tears of joy in hope of their salvation.

Loving someone means, at times, that we have to let them go. Don’t believe 
that holding onto the ashes of our loved ones will somehow assist you in 
the grieving process. In fact, it only prolongs it, because deep down, you 
know that you are denying them the dignity of a proper burial and are also 
denying yourself a serene place to pray for them. Entrust your loved ones 
into the loving arms of God through the corporal work of mercy of burying 
the dead. The Lord will reward you for this by holding you in His loving arms 
as well, close to His heart, as He consoles and reminds you that you will see 
your loved ones again, because He has conquered death. 

g Fr. Benz is pastor at Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin, St. Ann, Hebron, and St. Joseph, 
Grant County. If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time 
to ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the 
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. FR. GARY BENZ

A:

Q:
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Reach
nearly 
23,000 

homes in 
western 

North 
Dakota by 

advertising 
in the 

Dakota 
Catholic 
Action 

newspaper!

Picture yourself 
here.

Place your ad in this spot by 
calling 701-204-7190.

Welcome, to Carmel of Mary,
Sister Maria Teresa of the Sacred Heart!

from Military to Monastery , from Texas to North Dakota

Carmel of Mary Monastery, 17765 78th St. SE, Wahpeton, N.D. 58075
carmelofmary@gmail.com  •  701-642-2360

Catholic Charities Sunday
September 25-26, 2021

Experience an amazing Catholic Charities North 
Dakota adoption reconnection story and hear from our 

staff about how your generosity helps enrich the 
lives of North Dakotans.

~Join us in your parish or online~

701-235-4457•CatholicCharitiesND.org
 

Become A Seven Sister
  •  One holy hour
  •  one priest
  •  each week
  •  one heart of prayer

Interested in more information or
willing to join a Seven Sisters Apostolate 
group to pray for a diocesan priest or 
Bishop Kagan? Send an email to
sevensistersbismarck@gmail.com or
call Kathy at 701-389-2253.
More information on the Seven
Sisters Apostolate can be found at
sevensistersapostolate.org. 

Our signature product.  
Insure your life for life.
Affordable protection 
for temporary needs.

Retirement income you  
can count on. Guaranteed.
Protect your assets. Get quality care. 
Prepare for the future.
Receive an income even when you  
are sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

* As of 01/2020, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Disability Income Insurance

Long-Term Care Insurance 

Retirement Annuities 

Term Life Insurance 

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality,  
flexible products backed by our highly-rated financial 

strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

A Portfolio of  
    Protection 

The Dolan Agency

Jamison Fettig 

Napoleon 
701-325-0712 

jamison.fettig@kofc.org

Sam Owan, FIC 
Williston/Minot  
701-609-1918 

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Don Willey, FIC 

Bismarck 
701-202-9089 

don.willey@kofc.org

Pat Dolan, FICF 
General Agent 

Fargo 
701-298-9922 

patrick.dolan@kofc.org

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of 
healing the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we 
encourage anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward 
and let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale 
Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-
1575.  Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. Email the victim assistance 
coordinator, Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defi ned 
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing 
eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of 
Conduct at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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