
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Do not fear, for I have redeemed 
you; I have called you by name; 
you are mine.”            —Isaiah 43:1

The Bismarck Diocese is blessed 
with 18 seminarians currently 
studying for the priesthood.

Five of these men, Grant 
Dvorak, Paul Gardner, Jake 
Magnuson, Logan Obrigewitch 
and Ben Wanner, have been 
ordained to the transitional 
diaconate, reaching the fi nal stages 
toward ordination to the holy 
priesthood. God willing, they will 
be ordained priests for the diocese 
this summer by Bishop Kagan at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. 

Deacons Paul, Logan and Ben 
continue their studies at Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary in St. Louis. 
Deacons Grant and Jake are 
studying in Rome at the Pontifi cal 
North American College.

Three men joined these ranks 
last fall as seminarians for the 
diocese—one has since discerned 
out. Wyatt Nagel is studying at St. 

John Vianney Seminary in Denver, 
while Ben Weigum is at St. John 
Paul II Seminary in Washington, 
D.C.

We introduce you to the two 
newest men studying to someday 
be your priest.

Wyatt Nagel, St. Anthony, Linton
Growing up in rural North 

Dakota on his family farm, Wyatt 
was fortunate to have great priests 
as role models at St. Anthony 
Parish in Linton who helped plant 
the seed for the priesthood. 

Wyatt’s fi rst thoughts of the 
priesthood came quite early in 
life after his fi rst Mass as an altar 
server. The celebrant was Fr. (now 
Bishop) Austin Vetter who told 
the congregation that Wyatt had 
done a great job serving and that 
one day he’d be in the place where 
the priest is standing. The thought 
entered Wyatt’s mind that day but 
was quickly tucked away as life 
got busy.

“The priesthood was always 
something I had a lot of respect 
for, and I thought was possibly 
something God was asking me 

to do,” he said. “The fi nal push 
that made me enter seminary was 
I wanted to see if God was asking 
me to do this so I wouldn’t have to 
wonder for the rest of my life.”

Fr. David Richter was his parish 
priest growing up and helped 
Wyatt see priests as regular guys. 
Father invited him golfi ng on 
occasion and introduced him to 
diocesan seminarians. He learned 
through these interactions that 
priests were men who loved Jesus 
and devoted their lives to Him. 
That peaceful, happy life was 
appealing to Wyatt. He also credits 
his family for doing a great job 
showing him how important faith 
is and making it a priority. 

In high school, he began dating 
and the priesthood went to the 
back burner. He enrolled at NDSU 
in Fargo and had every intention 
of coming home after graduation 
and taking over the family farm. 

Hearing Fr. Josh Waltz’s vocation 
story when he was in high school 
was always in the back of his 
mind. It inspired him to keep 
going to Mass and confession to 
stay connected to God. But he 
soon realized it wasn’t quite close 
enough. So, he devoted himself to 
daily Mass and a holy hour twice 
a week. In adoration, he prayed 
about life—relationships, jobs, a 
life after college. Through all this, 
he heard God asking him not to 
forget about his faith. Then, he 
graduated from college and took a 
job as an agriculture loan offi  cer. 
Life seemed to be falling perfectly 
into place. But things weren’t 
quite right since thoughts of the 
priesthood were still on his heart. 
Wyatt felt the time was right to 
give the seminary a try.

He wanted a sign, like many 

Dining together
Retired priests living at the Emmaus 
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February is, as we all know, the 
shortest month in number of days 
in our calendar year.  While that 
is true, for our Catholic Church 
it is a month of great importance 
spiritually, liturgically and 
educationally.

Spiritually, February this 
year presents us with 28 days of 
time to continue to do what we 
had been doing during Advent 
in preparation for the beautiful 

solemnity of Christmas. Often, 
we seem to forget that how we 
prepared ourselves to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus is supposed 
to remain a part of our daily 
lives beyond Christmas and the 
Christmas season. Our resolve to 
pray daily, to perform the corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy as 
we are able and to deny ourselves 
those luxuries which we not only 
don’t need but which distract us 
from our imitation of Christ need 
to continue. February is not just 
the month of Valentine’s Day.

Liturgically, February always 
is the month when we celebrate 
important feasts which highlight 
our faith and its daily living. 
The Presentation of the Lord, 
the feast of St. Blaise, the feast 
of St. Agatha, the feast of St. 
Scholastica, the feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes, the feast of Ss. 
Cyril and Methodius, the feast 
of the Seven Holy Founders of 
the Servite Order, the feast of St. 
Peter Damien, the feast of the 
Chair of St. Peter and the feast 
of St. Polycarp give us much to 
rejoice over and even more to 
imitate. In other words, February 
can be a month for us to read the 

lives of the saints and make that a 
commitment for every day.

Educationally, February is the 
month when we observe Catholic 
Schools Week in the United States. 
This annual observance usually 
concludes in the very beginning 
of February and is an excellent 
reminder to all that this is an 
essential apostolate and work 
of the Catholic Church. There is 
no real substitute for a Catholic 
school education especially when 
it comes to learning about our 
faith, the Church and Catholic 
daily living. The benefi ts of 
Catholic education go far beyond 
the classroom and remain very 
much a part of us throughout 
the course of our lives. I wish 

to thank the parents, teachers 
and administrators and their 
staff s for all that they do to foster 
the spiritual, physical, moral 
and intellectual growth and 
development of our children 
and young people. Our Catholic 
schools in the diocese are excellent 
in every way and work daily to 
assist parents in the education of 
their children. While our Catholic 
schools cannot replace parents 
as the fi rst and best teachers and 
formators of their children, they 
are the best helps to them in this 
holy and lifelong responsibility.

As you can see, February while 
being the shortest month in 
days, is mighty in its content for 
Catholics. 

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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February is mighty in its content for Catholics
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan, with Fr. Greg Luger (right) and Deacon Ben Auck, celebrated Mass at the 
Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck for members of the diocesan pilgrimage before they 
departed for the March for Life in Washington, D.C. in mid-January.

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE 
FEBRUARY 2022

Feb. 1 • Catholic Schools Week 
Mass for Trinity High 
School, Queen of Peace, 
Dickinson, 9:30 a.m.

Feb. 3 • Catholic Schools Week 
Mass for St. Mary’s 
Central High School, Our 
Lady of Victory Chapel, 
Bismarck 9 a.m.

Feb. 4 • Catholic Schools Week 
Mass for Bishop Ryan 
Catholic Schools, Minot, 
1:45 p.m.

Feb. 6 • Scouting Mass, Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 3 p.m.

Feb. 7 • Mass to Celebrate the 
End of the Bishop Ryan 
Capital Campaign, Bishop 
Ryan, Minot, 5 p.m.

Feb. 8 • Presbyteral Council, 
Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Feb. 10 •Real Presence Radio 
Interview, 9 a.m.

Feb. 10 • Staff  Directors Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral 
Ministry, Bismarck, 
10 a.m.

Feb. 25 • Lenten Staff  Retreat

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for 
February

For religious sisters and 
consecrated women
We pray for religious sisters and 
consecrated women; thanking them 
for their mission and their courage; 
may they continue to fi nd new 
responses to the challenges of our 
times.

During the season of Lent, Catholics are called to 
take part in certain days of fasting and abstinence. Ash 
Wednesday and Good Friday are the two days of both 
fasting and abstinence. In addition, all Fridays during 
Lent are days of abstinence.*

• Fasting: The norms on fasting are obligatory from age 
18 until age 59. When fasting, a person is permitted to eat 
one full meal. Two smaller meals may also be taken, but 
not to equal a full meal.

• Abstinence: The norms concerning abstinence from 
meat are binding upon members of the Catholic Church 
from age 14 onwards.

*Exceptions to these guidelines include those who are 
physically and mentally ill (including chronic illnesses like 
diabetes) as well as pregnant and nursing mothers. The 
Church teaches that common sense should prevail so that a 
person does not further jeopardize his or her health because 
of the fasting requirements.

Fasting and abstinence 
during Lent
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By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer

In the second article in the 
series featuring a Day in the Life 
of a Sister, Dakota Catholic Action 
interviewed Sr. Chiara Thérèse. 
She gave a glimpse of what it is 
like to be a part of the Servants of 
the Children of Light community, 
based in Mandan. The public 
association of women is dedicated 
to the Montessori curriculum 
of education and contemplative 
prayer. It is the first community of 
its kind in the world. 

The Servants were established 
by Bishop Kagan in the fall of 
2020 with Sr. Chiara Thérèse 
who explained there are different 
phases of discernment and there 
is not a formal count of those 
exploring the new community. 
Some have visited, some are 
taking time to understand the 
Montessori method, others are 
working to strengthen their own 
prayer and sacramental life as 
they discern, she explained. 
Most women come to find the 
community through the website at 
servantsofthechildrenoflight.org, 
but some are more local and visit, 
she said. 

How did you know you had a 
calling or vocation?

I first heard the call to become 
a religious sister during my 
senior year of high school at St. 
Mary’s Central High School. I 
had Msgr. Thomas Richter and 
the now-Bishop Austin Vetter 
(Helena, Mont. Diocese) as my 
senior religion teachers. They 
were on fire for the faith and had 
a zeal and a joy that I wanted! I 
felt drawn to prayer in a way I 
never had before, whether it be 
the rosary or silent time before 
the Blessed Sacrament. They 
challenged us and taught us about 
our faith in a real, tangible way. 
It was also during my senior year 
of high school that I understood 
the Eucharist, not only in the 
intellect but deep inside my soul. I 
remember the gift this was, crying 
during Mass one day at school, 
with Bishop Vetter just smiling. 
The Lord was calling me, and 
perhaps the priests knew I had a 
vocation before I did! 

Why did you help create a 
new community based on the 
Montessori curriculum?

 This was all a work of the 
Lord. He led me down various 
paths, with time spent in another 
community in Europe which 
laid the foundation for what He 
ultimately would desire of my 
vocation. One cannot explain 
why the Lord asks; He just does 
of His own free accord. I felt Him 
asking something of me a number 
of years ago, but it was only 
brought to fruition through much 
time, prayer, experience with 
Montessori and those that know 
the method, and discernment with 
Bishop Kagan. I simply wanted to 
respond as Mary did, and echo, in 
my poverty, Her fiat. 

The Montessori method is a 
method of education developed 
by the first Italian woman medical 
doctor, Maria Montessori, at 

the turn of the 20th century. 
The method is scientific, as she 
herself came to understand 
the inner workings of the child 
using her medical knowledge of 
observation. Montessori education 
also respects the developmental 
characteristics of the child and 
attempts to meet the needs of each 
of these characteristics through 
a hands-on and individualized 
approach to education. This 
method gives the child what he 
needs to accomplish the great 
task that is set before, namely, to 
create the man he is to become, 
as Montessori was quoted saying. 
She really was a genius when it 
came to child development. She 
created what we call a prepared 
environment—an aid to education 
for the child. This environment, 
prepared by an adult, who is also a 
prepared and trained Montessori 
teacher, serves the child and 
helps him to accomplish fully and 
completely that which is needed 
for him in the exact moment of 
his development. Whether this 
means meeting the needs of the 
youngest child through the care 
of the environment or the oldest, 
with complicated math materials, 
Montessori’s genius can be heard 
echoing through the walls of 
Montessori schools around the 
world. 

Allowing the children to work 
in true freedom of choice and 
movement is important, but 
freedom comes with limits. The 
children need to learn how to 
become members of a society and 
societies have order and structure 
to them. We follow the child, but 
the Montessori teacher is wise and 
prudent in setting limitations for 
the children, with the love and 
care afforded to them as children 
of God.

How many sisters are in the new 
community? Are they only in 
North Dakota?

As of now, I am the only 
professed sister in this new 
community, with other women in 
discernment. The Lord provided 
a convent in Mandan, and future 
sisters will serve the needs of this 
area or wherever Jesus calls, in 
accord with the local Ordinary. 

What is the day in the life of a 
sister like in your community? 

The morning begins with 
offering our day to the Lord and 
spiritual reading as we prepare 
for the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. 
After Mass, morning prayer is 
said. Then a quick breakfast and 
off to serve Christ in the children. 
I serve at Christ the King Catholic 
Montessori School in Mandan as 
the atrium catechist or Montessori 
religion teacher.

I spend my days with children 
anywhere from age 3 to 12 years 
old, exploring the faith together 
and pondering the mysteries of 
God. I strive to say one minor hour 
of the breviary at school before 
returning to the convent. After 
school, time is spent in house 
duties, meal preparation, personal 
prayer, and working on various 
projects that need to be completed. 
Before dinner, the rosary and 

vespers are 
prayed. A time 
of recreation is 
had after dinner. 
The evening is 
then spent with 
our Beloved, in 
adoration and 
Lectio Divina. 
As in many 
communities, 
the last act of the 
day is Compline, 
or night prayer, 
before grand 
silence begins 
until the next 
morning. The 
weekends afford 
the opportunity 
for more prayer, 
rest, study, 
personal and 
community 
time, as well 
as Saturday 
afternoon 
cleaning of the 
convent. 

Although our primary 
apostolate lies in Montessori 
education for all ages, this can take 
on many different facets. We can 
spend time in parent education, 
assisting parents in the noble task 

of raising their children. And as I 
do, the religious formation of the 
child with the Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd program in the 
atrium is another way we serve 
Christ in the child. Their primary 

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

A Day in the Life of a Sister
Servants of the Children of Light community is first of its kind in the world

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky
Bishop Kagan, assisted by Fr. Nick Schneider, celebrated Mass, dedicated the chapel as 
well as blessed the Our Lady of the Angels Convent last October where Sr. Chiara Thérèse 
resides.

Submitted photo 
Sister Chiara Thérèse with student, Edith Martinek, at Christ the 
King Catholic Montessori School in Mandan.

Submitted photo 
Sister Chiara Thérèse works on a lesson in the atrium on the Nativity of Jesus with student, 
Owen Baker.

Continued on page 5
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

A total renovation of the kitchen 
and refresh of the dining space at 
the Emmaus Place was completed 
just in time for the retired 
priests of the diocese to enjoy 
Thanksgiving dinner together. 

Emmaus Place is an eight-unit 
apartment home for retired priests 
of both the Bismarck and Fargo 
Dioceses. Located in the eastern 
side of Bismarck, the “house” 
consists of separate apartment 
units. The renovation project 
began at the end of July when 
the crew enlisted the help of the 
Bismarck Diocese seminarians 
home for the summer to do some 
of the “heavy lifting” to relocate 
the large, common kitchen and 
dining room to the temporary 
location in one of the empty 
apartments in the basement level.

Shortly after the move, 
demolition began, and work 
progressed on schedule. By 
mid-September, new cabinets, 
countertops and flooring were 
added. By October, new appliances 
arrived and were installed, and 
the finishing touches were in place 
in time for the men to gather 
for Thanksgiving in the newly-
renovated area. In early January, 
Bishop Kagan enjoyed lunch with 
the men and blessed the new 
space.

Retired diocesan priest, Fr. 
Marv Klemmer, has resided at 
the Emmaus Place for 10 years 
and can’t say enough good things 

about the new kitchen and 
renovated dining room. 

“Oh, yes, it’s so spacious!” Fr. 
Marv said. “I know the cooks are 
so pleased.”

The kitchen staff provide 
daily meals during the week and 
“leftovers” or lighter meals to be 
reheated over the weekend. The 
priests are also welcomed to cook 
on their own or as a group. Father 
Marv enjoys the extra space now 
that the kitchen layout has been 
improved.

“Before, when there were 
just two people in the kitchen, 
we ended up bumping into 
each other,” Fr. Marv said. 
“Now, we have plenty of room.” 
A few specific, new features 
he mentioned were the three 
refrigerators and the new 
dishwasher where items actually 
fit inside.

About the meals, fellowship and 
community enjoyed there by the 
retired priests, Fr. Marv added, 
“It’s such a gift to the diocese, it 
really is!”

It might be a truer statement 
to say the retired priests are a 
treasured gift to the diocese. 
Priests who make Emmaus Place 
their home often continue to 
remain active by saying Mass 
at senior living facilities and 
substituting for priests in parishes 
around the diocese. 

About the Emmaus Place
Opened in 1986, the home 

offers community living to retired priests. While the priests live 
independently, there is a house 
director, as well as cooking staff 
who takes care of some basic 
needs. Several common areas 
consisting of a chapel, living room, 
recreational room, wellness center, 
kitchen and dining room connect 
the house and its priests to each 
other every day. Communal meals 

are offered Monday through 
Friday, and laundry and cleaning 
services are included. Two, four-
unit garages are attached to the 
house.

 Emmaus Place continues to be 
supported by generous donors, the 
Endowment for Retired Priests 
and the annual God’s Share 
Appeal. 

Breaking bread together in a new space
Renovation of kitchen and refresh of dining room at Emmaus Place

Protecting our children
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. Email the victim assistance coordinator, 
Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@bismarckdiocese.com.

code of conduct
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defined 
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing 
effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct 
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.

Submitted photos
Retired priests, (around table starting at far left) Frs. Marv Klemmer, Jerry Kautzman, Paul 
Cervinski, Leonard Eckroth, Charlie Heidt and Al Bitz, gathered for a Thanksgiving meal in 
the remodeled dining room at the Emmaus place.

A total renovation of the kitchen and 
refresh of the dining space at the Emmaus 
Place was completed recently.

In early January, Bishop Kagan blessed 
the renovated space at the Emmaus Place 
(standing behind him is Fr. Marv Klemmer).

Bishop Kagan joined the retired priests residing at the Emmaus Place for lunch and 
blessing of the renovated space. Pictured are (l-r): Fr. John O’Leary (seated), Fr. Marv 
Klemmer, Bishop Kagan, Fr. Leonard Eckroth, Fr. Paul Cervinski and Fr. Jerry Kautzman.

  g  Friday fish fry at Corpus Christi
Corpus Christi fish fry season is 
back! Starting March 4, come join 
us for a fish fry each Friday in Lent 
at the Church of Corpus Christi 
in Bismarck. The fish fry is from 
5-7 p.m. and features tasty baked 
and fried fish, French fries, fried 
shrimp, noodles, fried green beans, 
applesauce, coleslaw, coffee, tea, 
milk and homemade desserts. All 
proceeds from the fish fry support 
youth participating in retreats and 
conferences. Prices are $10 for adults, 
$7 for children and $40 for a family. 
The church is located at 1919 N. 2nd 
Street. Contact Melanie with questions 
at 255-4600.

g  Women’s retreat in Stanley  
April 9
Queen of the Most Holy Rosary in 
Stanley is hosting a women’s retreat 
on Saturday, April 9. Guest speaker 
is Ann Brodeur, assistant professor 
of history and Catholic studies at the 
University of Mary. Talk titles include: 
“The Loveliness of Bethany: The 
Importance of Prayer;” “Finding Christ 
in the Little Things of Each Day;” and 
“The Roots and Practice of Joy.” The 
retreat runs from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. and includes lunch. Cost is $25. 
Register online at holyrosarystanley.
com. For questions, contact: Elonda at 
629-1778, Betty at 629-6773, Heidi at 
240-5419, Krista at 641-8501 or Ann-at 
720-4581.

g  Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a private weekend away 
from the distractions of daily life for 
couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available 
weekend in the region is March 18-20 
in Casselton, N.D. Early registration 
is highly recommended. For more 
information, visit ndwwme.org or 
Applications@ndwwme.org or 701-
347-1998.

g  Search weekends 
Search for Christian Maturity is 
a weekend retreat experience 
sponsored by the Catholic Diocese 
of Bismarck. The weekends are for 
anyone of high school or college 

age (at least 15 years old). Search 
weekends are held at the Badlands 
Ministries Camp just south of Medora. 
Upcoming weekends for 2022 are: 
Feb. 25-27 and April 8-10. More 
information can be found at www.
bismarckdiocese.com/search1.

g  Patriotic rosary at Spirit of Life
Come in prayer to heal our nation. 
A patriotic rosary dedicates one Hail 
Mary in a traditional Catholic rosary 
to each state of the United States and 
asks God’s protection and guidance 
for our nation. This will be said the first 
and third Thursday of every month at 7 
p.m. at Spirit of Life in Mandan. Please 
join as we come together and unite to 
strengthen our nation.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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work is in the classrooms, 
but sisters will be given the 
opportunity to discern in what 
gifts can best serve God and the 
children.

Do you wear a habit and if you 
do, why? 

Yes, we wear a habit. It is 
an outward sign of our total 
consecration and dedication 
to God. We are set apart to 
serve Him alone. It is also an 
expression of the evangelical 
counsel of poverty. 

What are the application stages 
for formation and commitment 
to the community?

Formation has many diff erent 
stages. The fi rst, candidacy, is 
when a young woman spends 
time with the community, 
whether that be prayer, meals, 
or understanding the apostolate. 
She may also desire to come for 
an extended stay at the convent 
to really see the life lived.  During 
this time of initial discernment, 
it is also important that she 
develops a strong prayer life 
rooted in the sacraments and 
seek spiritual direction if she 
doesn’t already.

Once a woman decides that 

Jesus is calling her to this 
community, she would make a 
formal application. If approved, 
she would enter the community 
as a postulant.

The postulancy is a period 
of about nine months to a 
year where the young women 
become more acquainted with 
our way of life, the charism and 
apostolate. Once the postulancy 
is completed, the postulant would 
take the habit and a new name 
and offi  cially enter the novitiate. 

The novitiate has a duration 
of two years, one being the 
canonical year. This year is 
dedicated to further study of 
the religious life, more intense 
prayer and lived apart from 
the apostolate. It is a time of 
transformation. If the novice 
feels, after these two years, 
that she is not called to the 
community, she may leave.

The next stage is simple vows. 
Final vows are taken after at 
least three years of simple vows. 
These vows are for life and much 
discernment goes into making 
this fi nal profession. After the 
fi nal profession, there is always 
ongoing formation. The Church 
asks for this. We can never say, 
“I have arrived,” or “I know 

everything there is to know about 
my faith.” On the contrary, the 
great saints say, as you draw 
closer to God, you realize just 
how much you do not know about 
Him. If we desire to continue to 
grow, we must work on ourselves.

What do you do for fun?
I enjoy music. I have ever since 

I was a child. Whether it be the 
great works of Palestrina, William 
Byrd, Tomás Luis Victoria or 
Gregorian chant, music lifts the 
soul to God. I also love to study 
the truths of the faith and read 
the works of the saints. And, 
of course, I love to be around 
children, especially the young 
ones. They are so close to God, 
and they bring me great joy!

When did you take your final 
vows?

Since this is a new community, 
I am currently in simple vows, 
which last for three years. I will 
profess fi nal vows, God willing, in 
January of 2024.  

(She chose the name Sr. Chiara 
Thérèse for St. Clare of Assisi 
(Chiara is the Italian version 
of the Clare and St. Thérèse of 
Lisieux. She also noted that Maria 
Montessori was born in a town 
called Chiaravalle in Italy.)

Who is supervising you on your 
journey to the full profession?

Bishop Kagan is the supreme 
moderator of the new association. 
He oversees the newly established 
community. 

How do you feel the apostolate 
will strengthen after more 
women are fully professed?

With more sisters, the 
apostolate will be strengthened, 
as we will have the possibility to 
serve more children in various 
ways. Also, the life in common 
and prayer life will be greatly 
enriched.

Is it exciting being involved with 
something so new?

 It is all the Lord’s work 
and with that comes a joyful 
excitement! It is always beautiful 
to see what He has in store, to 
allow Him to work at His pace, 
to remember that we are simply 
instruments in His Sacred Hands. 
The work is great, the mission is 
vast, but He only asks us to be 
faithful to today, to the present 
moment and allow Him to unfold 
His desires in the time allotted by 
His divine will.

Servants of the Children of Light community is fi rst of its kind in the world
Continued from page 5

By Fr. Jordan Dosch
Director of Vocations

As we know, 
a vocation is a 
gift from God. 
A gift that is not 
grasped at by 
oneself, but as in 
a relationship, 
is a cooperation 
between people. 
Whether it is 
the relationship between future 
spouses, or a diocese and a 
potential candidate for the 
priesthood, a vocation comes from 
cooperation. 

From the community of the 
faithful, one can also see the 
mutual benefi t between diff erent 
vocations. Just as couples need 
the witness of a cleric to get 
married, so too does the Church 
rely on families for religious 
vocations. For priests don’t come 
from priests, and couples cannot 
marry themselves. A family 
greatly benefi ts from a personal 
relationship with a priest, and 
a priest greatly benefi ts from 
a relationship of a family. One 
vocation necessarily encourages 
another. So even before the 
vocation is confi rmed, the Church 
has a responsibility to encourage 
good families, and families have a 
responsibility to encourage good 
religious vocations. 

Religious vocations are not 
like a marriage, which people are 
born into, and are common to 
communities. If a young person 
does not see the possibility of 
their vocation, either encouraged 
by their family or a person of a 
religious vocation, there is no hope 
of him realizing that vocation. It is 

not something he would conclude 
in a vacuum. Therefore, religious 
vocations take encouragement. 
Encouragement that is a 
responsibility of all the faithful. 
Both those who have already 
actualized a religious vocation, 
and those in the married life. 

From Christ’s time, people were 
called by name, and encouraged to 
what we now know as a religious 
vocation. All the Apostles were 
called by name and encouraged to 
follow Christ in a unique vocation. 
After Christ’s Ascension, men were 
continually called by name, as we 
see in the life of the Apostle Paul, 
calling men such as Barnabas, 
John Mark, Silas, Timothy, etc. 
And very importantly, for seeing 
the cooperation of the faithful in 
encouraging vocations, the calling 
of Matthias by name (Acts 1:12-
26). Matthias was chosen, not 
solely from the Apostles, the fi rst 
priests, but also by women who 
were disciples, Mary the mother 
of Jesus, and other “brothers.” 
Matthias’ vocation was encouraged 
by both priests and the lay faithful. 

Encouraging vocations is the 
work of the whole Christian 
community. When speaking 
of sending out more people to 
help with His ministry, Jesus 
commands us to “pray earnestly 
to the Lord of the harvest to send 
out laborers into his harvest” 
(Matthew 9:38). 

But vocation ministry can be 
intimidating, and hard to know 
where to start. Therefore, to help 
both priests and the lay faithful 
encourage vocations, the Diocese 
of Bismarck sponsors a vocation 
promotion initiative known as 
“Called by Name.” This program 

invites men and women, 15 years 
of age or older, to consider a 
vocation as a priest, sister, brother 
or deacon. 

Typically, the Called 
by Name program is 
sponsored by a parish. 
The pastor will 
determine a weekend 
as a vocation 
weekend. One in 
which he will preach 
about vocations, 
encourage the people 
to pray more for 
vocations, and then after 
communion, anonymously 
invite parishioners to submit 
names of potential candidates 
from their respective parishes. 
Upon approval of the parish staff , 
persons nominated will be invited 

to discernment events with their 
parish priest. Participants will 
learn about each of the possible 

vocations which the Church is 
inviting them to discern and 

will have the opportunity 
to seek answers to their 

questions and be 
invited to explore 
the discernment 
process further. 

God continues to 
call people to serve 

Him in our world 
today. The faithful 

have a responsibility 
to help identify and invite 

those called. Please continue to 
pray for vocations, the success of 
this initiative and consider whom 
in our midst God might be calling 
to serve. 

Vocations are called from within a community
Diocese vocations offi  ce sponsors “Called by Name” program

O dearest Jesus, Son of the Eternal 
Father and Mary Immaculate, 

grant to our young people the generosity 
necessary to follow your call, and the 
courage required to overcome all obstacles 
to their vocations.

Give to parents that faith, love, and spirit 
of sacrifice which will inspire them to offer 
their children to God’s service, and cause 
them to rejoice exceedingly whenever one 
of their children is called to the religious 
life. Let your example, and that of your 
Blessed Mother and St. Joseph, encourage 
both young people and parents, and let 
your grace sustain them. Amen.

Called by Name
The Called by Name program encourages 
the faithful to propose names of men 
in our community who would be good 
candidates for the priesthood. Please list 
the names of men who you think would 
make good priests (unmarried, 15 years 
of age and older).

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________

Single men and women: Have you 
personally thought about, or would like 
to know more about, being a priest or 
religious sister?     Yes     No

Your name: _______________________

________________________________

Contact info: _____________________

________________________________

Fr. Jordan Dosch
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of us crave when we are faced with a big life 
decision. But God doesn’t always give us exactly 
what we want when we want it. The sign Wyatt 
was seeking came while in adoration. He was 

praying before Jesus 
and his thoughts 
were chaotic. He 
couldn’t concentrate 
or focus. So, he 
moved closer and 
knelt right in front 
of Jesus and felt 
an overwhelming 
sense of peace. 
Wyatt refers to it as 
“crazy peace” and it 
moved him to tears. 
The next day he 
went to confession 
feeling that his 
heart was open like 

never before. He poured everything out in the 
confessional. The priest, Fr. Jared Johnson, 
off ered to meet with him to help him sort out his 
thoughts and feelings. This led to an application 
to the seminary. 

“Seminary has been a blessing for me,” Wyatt 
shared. “There are many challenges but also 
many graces that God has given me so far. I have 
been noticing myself growing in my spiritual life 
as well as a man of God. The two things that I 
enjoy most about seminary life are the time of 
growing closer in relationship with God through 
prayer and growing in knowledge of the faith 
through the classes.”

He thanked the people of the diocese for 
their prayers and support. “It is because of your 
generosity that it is possible for me to discern 
God’s will and become a better person in the 
process. I ask for your continued prayers and 
know of my prayers for all of you.”

Ben Weigum, Saint Anne’s, Bismarck
Ben describes himself as a regular kid who 

was hyper focused on sports. Thankfully, his 
parents never gave up on trying to connect him 
to his faith and parish life. His faith was always 
important to him, but he’d consider it “pretty 
average” and, oftentimes, it took a backseat to 
sports. 

“I went to Mass 
every Sunday and 
faith formation 
every Wednesday, 
but nothing inspired 
me or internally 
motivated me to 
a virtuous life of 
faith until I was in 
seventh grade,” Ben 
explained. “Hearing 
about the saints in 
my Faith Formation 
classes and listening 
to the word of God 
drew me to the 

idea of something greater than myself, and as 
a sports-loving kid I was drawn in more of a 
competitive way.”

But it might have been his love for sports 
that drove him to take a diff erent look at his 
faith life. “Once the idea of a life of faith was 
planted in me by the Church, God’s plan for me 
began to grow as I resonated from the chapel 
to my day-to-day experiences. I felt a strong 
desire to follow God’s plan for me in the chapel 
which always seemed to last, and because I was 
competitive, there was a strong urge to pray 

more, just like practicing in a sport to get better. 
This allowed me to come to the realization that 
this desire is real and growing,” he said. 

Initially, Ben said he never spent much time 
learning and thinking about the Church itself or 
spent much time at Mass. “But the Lord was so 
deeply urging me to His will,” he said. 

This feeling led him to talk about the 
priesthood with Fr. Sattler, his pastor at the 
Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck. He’d seen 
in Fr. Sattler, and consistently in many other 
priests, a divine focus on God and beyond the 
worldly things. This caused him to want to 
model this and humble himself to trust in God’s 

plan.
“Besides Fr. Sattler, I saw this divine focus 

on God’s law in Ken Karls, my seventh grade 
faith formation teacher, who told us many eye-
opening stories, which I could relate to, and 
helped enkindle a disciplinary spark to unite 
myself with God,” Ben noted. “My parents have 
also been infl uential in my decision by always 
taking me to Mass and praying with me at night 
even when I did not want to, and they never 
forced my decision one way or the other.”

His desire to follow God’s plan led him to 
connect with Fr. Jordan Dosch, the diocesan 
vocations director. Eventually, Ben said it was as 

if the seminary application fi lled itself out; it just 
felt so right.

His experience thus far at the seminary in 
Washington, D.C. has been positive. 

“What I enjoy most about the seminary is its 
ability to feed my desire for God by giving me 
the opportunity to work for something greater 
than myself in a controlled, trustworthy, and 
good environment,” Ben said. “It has been 
wonderful to fi nally pursue this deep desire 
which has drawn me away from all my prideful 
temptations.”

He’s grateful that people throughout 
the process have been patient about the 

discernment of his vocation, and in doing so, 
made God’s plans for him more believable. “I 
am thankful and even perplexed on how they 
let someone like me become a part of such a 
divine mission,” Ben shared. “Every day I am 
astonished by the path which the diocese has 
graciously allowed me to take. Something I truly 
do not deserve.” 

Other seminarians in formation
Please continue to pray for Wyatt and Ben, 

our fi ve deacons entering the fi nal stages of 
formation, and all the men following their 
calling to the priesthood. Other seminarians 
currently studying for the Bismarck Diocese 

include: Josh Hill and Steven Vetter at the 
Pontifi cal North American College in Rome; 
Dustin Johns, Eric Artz and Colton Steiner 
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis; 
Isaiah Jilek, Joseph Richter, Charles Reichert 
and Joe Schon at St. John Paul II Seminary in 
Washington, D.C. Seminarians Ryan Martire 
and Isaiah Fischer are spending a pastoral 
year at Queen of Peace Parish in Dickinson 
and Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck 
respectively.

Please also include in your prayers all the 
young men and women in our diocese who may 
be considering a calling to the priesthood or 
religious life.

Bishop David Kagan

St. Joseph, Zealous Defender of Christ, Pray for Us

DIOCESE OF BISMARCK          2021-2022 SEMINARIANSDIOCESE OF BISMARCK          2021-2022 SEMINARIANS

BISMARCKVOCATIONS.COM

DCN. GRANT 
DVORAK
�eology IV

Cathedral, Bismarck

DCN. PAUL 
GARDNER
�eology IV

St Mary, New England

DCN. JAKE 
MAGNUSON

�eology IV
St. �erese, Minot

DCN. LOGAN 
OBRIGEWITCH

�eology IV
St. Joseph, Beulah

DCN. BENJAMIN 
WANNER
�eology IV

St. Joseph, Mandan

JOSH
HILL

�eology III
Cathedral, Bismarck

DUSTIN
JOHNS

�eology III
St. Leo the Great, Minot

RYAN
MARTIRE
Pastoral Year

Cathedral, Bismarck

STEVEN
VETTER

�eology III
St. Bernard’s, Bel�eld

ERIC
ARTZ

�eology II
Little Flower, Minot

COLTON
STEINER
�eology II

St. Joseph, Dickinson

ISAIAH
FISCHER

Pastoral Year
Cathedral, Bismarck

WYATT
NAGEL

Spirituality Year
St. Anthony, Linton

BENJAMIN 
FROHLICH

Spirituality Year
Cathedral, Bismarck

ISAIAH
JILEK

College III
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson

CHARLES 
REICHERT

College III
Corpus Christi, Bismarck

JOSEPH
RICHTER
College III

St. Anne, Bismarck

JOSEPH
SCHON
College II

Ascension, Bismarck

BENJAMIN 
WEIGUM

College I
St. Anne, Bismarck

FR. DOMINIC
BOUCK
Assistant 

Vocation Director
dbouck@bismarckdiocese.com

FR. JORDAN 
DOSCH

Vocation Director
jdosch@bismarckdiocese.com

701-516-4388

I have called you by name
Meet the newest diocesan seminarians
Continued from page 1

Wyatt Nagel

Ben Weigum
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Bishop Kagan 
headlined the fi rst 
UMary Late Show in 
2022 before about 
200 students. The 
format has been a 
great success on 
campus, with live 
music, stage lighting 
and even a desk for 
the host, Fr. Dominic 
Bouck, chaplain of the 
University of Mary. 

The event was born 
out of conversations 
within University 
of Mary’s University 
Ministry on how to 
deliver a good message 
to students while emphasizing 
engagement and fun. The staging 
is set up by Ed Konieczka and 
his team of University Ministry 
students.

Bishop Kagan had the students 
shaking with laughter, which 

caught many off  guard who 
expected their successor of the 
apostles to show his more-usual 
stoic demeanor. His retelling in 
stunning detail of his experience 
in high school seminary was 
particularly popular; butter only 
on Sundays and forced exercise 
were a couple highlights.

For young people, he had two 
pieces of advice: maintain and 
foster your own spiritual life as a 
disciple of Jesus and get involved 
in an apostolate such as religious 
education in a parish or charitable 
organizations like the St. Vincent 
de Paul society.

The UMary Late Show is 
held most Thursdays at 8 p.m. 
in the lower living room of the 
Lumen Vitae center. For more 
information, contact University 
Ministry at universityministry@
umary.edu.

—Submitted information

Transformative kitchen renovation at St. Bernard Mission School 

Bishop Kagan headlined UMary Late Show 

By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Proper nutrition is one of the 
most essential components in 
the growth and development 
of brains and bodies of young 
children, and with this in mind, a 
major renovation of the kitchen 
at St. Bernard Mission School was 
completed last summer.

New sinks, stove, refrigerators, 
dishwasher, countertops, fl ooring 
and cabinet refacing were among 
the much-needed improvements 
awaiting the new school cook, 
Mary Lou Azure, when she began 
work there last fall. After at 30-
year career in food service with 
a government agency, Mary Lou 
had retired in 2019 but soon found 
out she missed being active and 
interacting with people.

She’d seen the old kitchen a 
time or two while visiting the 
school for events and activities and 

was amazed at the transformation 
over the summer. “It was almost 
completely redone. It’s so beautiful 
in here. You wouldn’t believe it,” 
Mary Lou shared. “During my 
career, I’ve worked in diff erent 
kitchens that were nice, but here 
we got all that and more.”

Mary Lou likes the new kitchen 
and all the improvements, but 
what she really loves is working 
with the school’s teachers, staff  
and children. “Everyone is so nice 
and welcoming. I really enjoy it 
here.”

New appliances make her work 
enjoyable, but the highlight of 
her day defi nitely is the kids who 
come for breakfast and lunch. “I 
love working with the kids. They’re 
always excited to come to the 
lunchroom. There’s a bunch who 
are asking me what’s for lunch 
already at breakfast.”

All can agree that both the new 

kitchen and the new cook working 
in it are giving the St. Bernard 
Mission School children the best 

possible start toward good health, 
growth and overall learning.

New school cook at St. Bernard Mission School, Mary Lou Azure, served lunch to a student 
from the recently-renovated kitchen.

Photos by Bryn Anderson 
Bishop Kagan joined UMary Late Show host, Fr. Dominic Bouck, on Jan. 13.

About 200 students enjoyed the UMary Late Show’s featured guest, 
Bishop Kagan.

Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Acting for unborn is necessary ordinary duty
It is ordinary time, liturgically 

speaking, but there is really 
nothing ordinary about the time. 
Mailboxes (electronic and regular) 
are fi lled with sales off erings 
regarding inputs for the upcoming 
growing season.

Many savvy producers have 
already hedged their bets, but the 
current economic uncertainties 
are creating discussions at home, 
the elevator, the café or the bank. 
These planning sessions are 
requiring extraordinary time, 
whether it be crop varieties, animal 
genetics or garden seeds. 

There is a certain amount of 
joy that goes with planning for the 
future. The challenge comes with 
making the check good for the 
dreams but “failure to plan is a plan 
for failure.”

On the farms and ranches of 

the Bismarck Diocese, life is not 
an ordinary event. Life (whether 
animals or plants) is celebrated, 
a gift God shares with the front-
line stewards of the air, water and 
land. I know fi rst-hand the gut-
wrenching emotion of crops or 
forage cut down by hail or young 
animals that succumb to disease, 
environment or the elements. 

These sentiments, however, 
are nothing compared to a human 
life, a person with a mind, body 
and soul created by God. I cannot 
fathom how it is possible to deny 
life to one of God’s children. Logic 
of such evades me.

Forty-nine years ago this 
January, the March for Life in 
Washington, D.C. was initiated to 
show respect for the unborn, to 
speak for those who are unable to 
speak for themselves. Thus, this is 

no ordinary time. 
This is a time when I need 

to become involved to protect 
the unborn, to preserve a future 
for God’s creation. It involves 
extraordinary commitment to 
prayer, an obligation to educate my 
sisters and brothers about the gift 
of God’s love through children and 
a steadfast allegiance to the moral 
code of protecting the life of those 
who cannot speak. The irony of 
those speaking and acting against 
the unborn is that they were given 
a voice and life through birth.

This really means that I must 
be willing to be criticized (and 
condemned) by the masses who 
subscribe to the secular attitude: 
“my body, my choice.” God did not 
send Jesus to be popular; rather 
God sent Jesus to save me from my 
reticence, my fear. 

Standing 
up for the 
unborn is 
an “ordinary” action, an attempt 
to guarantee my unborn sisters 
and brothers similar opportunities 
with which God has blessed me. I 
need to be fearless, speak up for 
the unborn, stand by Jesus, be a 
disciple of the messages provided 
during ordinary time. I pray I can 
make a diff erence.

Care to join me?

g Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, 
on the family farm in Billings County. 
They are members of the Church of St. 
Patrick in Dickinson and assist with 
eucharistic celebrations there as well as 
at the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) 
and St. Mary (Medora). 
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When you open 
your eyes and heart 
to the kindness of our 
Lord, sometimes you 
discover wonderful, 
silent gifts from Him. 
There is a beautiful 
example of this at the 
Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit in Bismarck.

Walking down 
the main aisle of 
the church, you 
immediately notice 
the magnifi cent 
crucifi x hanging 
above the altar, but 
have you ever noticed 
the shadows of this 
crucifi x? Because 
of the way the light 
shines from the large 
windows on the north and 
south sides of the church, there 
are actually two shadows of the 
crucifi x that seem to hold hands 
and they are centered directly 
over the tabernacle!

How many times I have 
looked at Jesus on the large, 
main crucifi x and then focused 
my attention on the shadow 
crosses? I imagine Jesus on 
one shadow cross and me on 
the other. Jesus has reached 
out and grasped my hand, and 
I know that He will never leave 
me or forsake me. Centered 
under the two shadow crosses 
lies the tabernacle, holding 
His Body and Blood. This is 
the wonderful, silent gift that 

has been given. Jesus holds 
my hand while I endure my 
daily crosses and brings me 
to Himself in the tabernacle, 
because He is the answer to all 
my questions and problems. 
The beauty of this gift takes my 
breath away and consoles and 
quiets my soul.

During this season of Lent, 
I invite you to come to the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
prayer and meditation. Maybe 
the shadows of the crucifi x will 
soothe and inspire you, too, or 
maybe you will receive your 
own special gift drawing you 
more closely to our Lord and 
Savior.

- Submitted by an 
anonymous DCA reader

Journey through Lent
Stations of the Cross

From the shadows…
A Lenten refl ection

PRAYER

FASTING

ALMSGIVING

W
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T?
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T 
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PRAYER is the action that leads us to God. We take 
time away from the distractions of the world to turn 
to God, to contemplate, to listen, to talk to Him, to 
read His words and meditate on them, to be one with 
Him. Prayer gives meaning to Lenten practices, which 
draws us closer to Him.

FASTING is restricting consumption, depriving yourself 
of both good and bad things for the glory of God. 
This means awareness of what you eat on a day that 
fasting is practiced—one regular meal and two small 
ones. During Lent, we fast on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday. Abstinence is practiced all Fridays of Lent.

ALMSGIVING is the action that leads us to Christians 
to see others, love them, listen to them, give them our 
time, help, money, shelter, company, love, etc. It is not 
limited to giving material goods, it is the gift of self. It 
is based on charity—to love God and others as yourself. 
To give alms is to be united to Christ in His poverty.

Jesus is condemned to death
“For God so loved the world that he 
gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life.” John 3:16

1

Jesus falls the � rst time
“All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have all turned to our own way, 

and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” Isaiah 53:6

3

Jesus bears His cross
“If any want to become my 

followers, let them deny themselves 
and take up their cross and follow 

me.” Luke 9:23

2

Jesus meets His mother 
“Is it nothing to you, all you who 
pass by? Look and see if there is 
any sorrow like my sorrow…” 

Lamentations 1:12

4

Simon helps Jesus carry 
His cross

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did 

it to me.” Matthew 25:40

5

Jesus falls the Second time
“Come to me, all you that are weary 

and carrying heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

7

Veronica wipes the face 
of Jesus

“Whoever has seen me has seen the 
Father.” John 14:9

6

Jesus falls a third time
“For all who exalt themselves will 

be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 

Luke 14:11

9

Jesus is nailed to the cross
“For I have come down from 

heaven, not to do my own will, but 
the will of him who sent me.” 

John 6:38

11

8
Jesus meets the women 

of Jerusalem
“Daughters of Jerusalem, do 

not weep for me, but weep for 
yourselves and for your children.” 

Luke 23:28

Jesus is stripped of 
His garments

“…none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all 
your possessions.” Luke 14:33

10

Jesus dies on the cross
“And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became 

obedient to the point of death—even 
death on a cross.” Philippians 2:7-8

12

Jesus is taken down 
from the cross

“Was it not necessary that the Messiah 
should suffer these things and then 
enter into his glory?” Luke 24:26

13

Jesus is placed in the tomb
“…unless a grain of wheat falls into 

the earth and dies, it remains just 
a single grain; but if it dies, it bears 

much fruit.” John 12:24

14

The Stations of the Cross 
retrace the � nal journey of 

Jesus Christ to Calvary.
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Last fall, the University of 
North Dakota quietly advanced 
a “gender inclusion” policy that 
could infringe upon constitutional 
rights and create troubling housing 
situations for students.

The university may have followed 
the usual process for adopting new 
policies, but even campus members 
did not hear about the proposal 
until it was revealed by a statewide 
columnist. By that time, only a 
few days were left in the offi  cial 
comment period.

The proposed policy adopts a 
system of “gender inclusion” that 
requires faculty, staff , students, 
student clubs and even campus 
visitors to use an individual’s 
preferred pronoun and accept 
the individual’s “expressed 
gender.” It also requires that all 
communications on campus refrain 
from language that assumes a 
gender binary. Failure to do so 
would violate campus policy and 
subject the violator to penalties.

Before discussing more details 
about the proposed policy, let us 
review Catholic teaching and basic 
truths about the human person. 
Human beings are created male 
and female from conception. Our 
sex is an objective truth that cannot 
be changed. To deny it denies the 
dignity bestowed on us by God. The 
idea that gender can be separated 
from biological sex is false. The 
concept that gender is subjective 
or fl uid is a man-made ideology 
contrary to objective, biological 
reality and disrespectful of nature 
and human dignity.

For some people, their perceived 
gender does not conform to 
their biological sex. They should 
be treated with respect and 
the university should foster a 
respectful learning environment. 

UND’s proposal, however, goes 
beyond setting mere rules for 
administration respecting a 
person’s preferred name and 
pronoun. It reaches into the free 
speech and religious rights of 
students, faculty, staff  and visitors. 
According the state board of higher 
education, UND is the only one of 
the state’s 11 campuses pursuing 
such a policy.

Students and faculty do not lose 
their First Amendment rights 
when they enter the doors of a 
state university. The proposed 
policy by UND amounts to 
unconstitutionally compelling 
speech and a particular viewpoint. 
In fact, one court has already found 
a similar policy unconstitutional as 
applied to faculty. The court stated: 
“[T]itles and pronouns carry a 
message. The university recognizes 
that and wants its professors to 
use pronouns to communicate a 
message: People can have a gender 
identity inconsistent with their sex 
at birth.” This was impermissible 
compelled speech.

On Oct. 25, 2021, the North 
Dakota Catholic Conference sent 
a letter to university offi  cials 
discussing some of the problems 
with the proposed policy and how 
it violated constitutional rights, 
North Dakota law and university 
policy. It never received a reply.

Concerned about the proposed 
policy and the possibility that 
Catholic parents and graduating 
high school students considering 
UND might not know about the 
proposal, Bishop David Kagan of 
Bismarck and Bishop John Folda 
of Fargo directed the North Dakota 
Catholic Conference to prepare a 
letter on their behalf that Catholic 
high schools in the state could 
share with parents and interested 

persons. The letter was sent on 
Jan. 10, 2022.

The issue spread across social 
media and news outlets and UND 
began receiving emails and calls 
in opposition to the proposal. 
UND president Andrew Armacost 
subsequently held a virtual press 
event to answer questions about 
the proposed policy. Armacost 
emphasized that the proposal was 
only a draft and that the housing 
issue would be addressed.

The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference issued this response:

We appreciate that University of 
North Dakota President Andrew 
Armacost took time to address 
some of the concerns that the 
North Dakota Catholic Conference 
and many others have expressed 
about the university’s proposed 
gender inclusion policy.

We share the university’s desire 
to create a learning environment 
free of harassment. The published 
proposal, however, was over broad. 

We appreciate the clarifi cation 
on the housing issue. Future 
iterations of the proposal, if any, 
should clearly address this issue. 
Students should not, however, have 
to rely on receiving an exemption 
to the on-campus housing policy 
or requesting a roommate change 
to ensure that the student is placed 
with someone of the same sex.

We appreciate that President 
Armacost found our free speech 
and religious freedom concerns 
useful. We look forward to the 
university concretely addressing 
each of the concerns if the proposal 
moves forward.

Finally, we wish to take 
this opportunity to clear up a 
misconception about the letter 
released earlier this week. The 
letter was not sent to the parents 

of UND 
students. It 
was sent to 
parents of students in Catholic 
high schools and, in some cases, 
other Catholic parishioners with 
high school students. Its “urgency,” 
as President Armacost put it, was 
related to the fact that Catholic 
high school students and parents 
will soon be making decisions 
about college plans and the bishops 
felt that they should be aware of the 
possible policy. It was not directed 
at the university, its students or 
those students’ parents.

g   Dodson serves as executive director 
of the N.D. Catholic Conference, the 
offi  cial liaison for the dioceses of Fargo 
and Bismarck in matters of public 
policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Catholics should reject university’s proposed 
gender inclusion policy

If God is love, why can’t He forgive mortal sins 
through the Eucharist if He is present in it?
In the Nicene-Constantinopolitan Creed (yes, that’s a hard word to say) 
which we profess on Sundays and other solemnities, we say “I believe 
in one God, the Father almighty.” We confess that God is almighty and 
indeed He is. Therefore, one easily wonders, why can’t the all-powerful 

and loving God forgive one’s mortal sins through the Holy Eucharist since the 
Eucharist is God?
One cannot say it enough: God always loves us and will always love us. God’s 
love is infi nite and peaceable. Mortal sin, however, tries to stop His love from 
penetrating our being, our soul. 

If someone has committed a mortal sin three things are assumed. The person 
did something that was gravely wrong. The person had full knowledge that it 
was sinful. And, the person freely and intentionally did the sinful act anyway. 
When a person sins mortally it is an action of the mind and heart which close 
off  one’s self to God’s grace and love. Interiorly, the person says to God, “my 
will be done on earth” instead of “Thy will be done on earth.” And therefore, 
even though God continues to love the person, the person refuses to receive 
His love. 

The necessary condition for mortal sins to be forgiven is simple: we must 
come before God with a penitent heart, with a heart that wants to return fully 
to God and to His Church, our brothers and sisters. God will always forgive 
us if we come to Him with a repentant heart. Repentance is key for God to 
forgive us. He is always off ering His love and forgiveness to us, but it’s only if 
we turn away from sin and sinful inclinations that God’s love and forgiveness 
penetrate our being, our soul. 

Can God forgive us through His Presence in the Holy Eucharist? Certainly. 
He does it whenever sinners come to Him. Many people, by kneeling before 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament whether at Mass or outside of Mass, are given 
the grace, the capacity by God to fi nally confess their sins internally before 

Him at the moment, and then externally in the sacrament of penance. Yes, 
the Church tells us to confess any mortal sins in number and kind in the 
sacrament of penance before receiving Holy Communion (see Catechism, 
1457). This may be the real question of the person asking: may I receive Holy 
Communion with an unconfessed mortal sin on my soul? The simple answer 
is “no.” We are told to confess all mortal sins before receiving Jesus in Holy 
Communion so that we may be properly disposed to receive God’s love. If a 
person approaches God in Holy Communion or anywhere not having let go 
of sin or at least having the desire to let go, God’s grace and love wash off  the 
person like water off  a goose’s back. In fact, it could be worse. The person who 
approaches Holy Communion intentionally unrepentant commits another 
mortal sin called sacrilege, meaning one treats God or the things of God with 
great dishonor and disrespect. 

When we sin it is not only a sin against God but also against His Church with 
whom we should be in full communion. This is why the priest, Jesus Christ 
present in the ordained minister in the sacrament of penance, reconciles 
you both to God and to His Church. We need both to become holy. When 
we admit, out loud, the wrong we have done, it aff ects and brings a healing 
remedy to the soul and helps us in the future to stay with God and His 
Church. Our hearts no longer condemn us. Our hearts become peaceable, for 
we are reconciled to God and the Church whom we have off ended and hurt.

A good way to get into the habit of confessing one’s sins is by praying an 
Act of Contrition every evening before you go to bed. This prayer tells God 
your sorrow for sin and reminds your soul what is right and wrong. It also is a 
continuous reminder to come before the Church’s minster, the priest, to ask 
for reconciliation with God and His Church. 

The soul who is sorry for the wrong done, who desires to do God’s will, to 
choose what is right and to avoid what is wrong and acts upon it, is blessed 
indeed. Actively going to the sacrament of penance allows the love and 
mercy of God which is so abundant in the Holy Eucharist to fi ll that soul and 
move that person outside his or herself toward reconciliation with God and 
with one’s brothers and sisters.  

Building the courage to tell one’s mortal sins to the priest is most easily 
accomplished by kneeling or sitting before the almighty and all-loving God in 
the Holy Eucharist who can forgive any sin no matter how big.
g Fr. Evinger is pastor of St. Joseph in Killdeer, St. Paul in Halliday and St. Joseph 
in Twin Buttes. If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time 
to ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the 
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOSEPH EVINGER

A:
Q:

CLERGY 
APPOINTMENT 

Bishop of Bismarck
David D. Kagan,
D.D., P.A., J.C.L.

Bishop David D. Kagan has 
made the following offi  cial 
appointment,  eff ective 
Jan. 1, 2022:

The Reverend Monsignor Gene 
E. Lindemann, J.C.L.,  Vicar 
General/Moderator of the 
Curia, Pastor of 
the Church of 
St. Hildegard, 
Menoken and 
the Church of 
the Sacred Heart, 
Wilton, to be also 
the Episcopal 
Vicar for Clergy.

Msgr. Gene E. 
Lindemann
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Although most Americans today are 
unaware of it, the United States has a sad 
and extensive history of forced sterilizations, 
especially within the past century. In 1907, 
Indiana legalized forced sterilizations of white 
men who were “mentally defi cient,” diseased, 
or otherwise disabled. More than 30 other 
states subsequently followed suit, and the 
practice quickly expanded to both men and 
women. 

In 1927, the Virginia law allowing the 
sterilization of patients in mental institutions 
was upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court in Buck 
v. Bell. In the decision, Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes made his now infamous proclamation 
that “three generations of imbeciles are 
enough,” referring to Carrie Buck, her mother 
and daughter. Carrie was committed to a 
state mental institution as a “feeble minded 
woman,” and the Virginia law allowed for her 
forced sterilization, allegedly for the “health of 
the patient and the welfare of society.” 

The Supreme Court’s decision featuring 
Justice Holmes’ histrionic fl air served to 
catalyze the then-trendy push for eugenics, 
the idea that preventing unfi t individuals from 
reproducing served the public welfare. The 
fl awed notion behind eugenics was that many 
social ills, including crime, poverty and mental 
defi ciency, were not due to environmental 
factors, but largely to genetic or hereditary 
defects. Vulnerable, institutionalized 
populations like the mentally ill, the disabled 
and the incarcerated were thus among the 
fi rst targets of state-sponsored sterilization 
programs. The Virginia law remained on the 
books for a half century until it was fi nally 
repealed in 1974. All told, close to 60,000 
Americans were rendered permanently infertile 
by these state-sponsored programs.

Historians have noted that Nazi Germany 
likely modeled its forced sterilization programs 
on the American eugenics programs of the 
1930s. The law under which Hitler sterilized 
countless German citizens contains much of 
the same language found in the 1924 Virginia 
sterilization Act, which provided for the sexual 
sterilization of any state hospital inmate who 
was “insane, idiotic, imbecile, feeble-minded 
or epileptic, and by the laws of heredity … 
the probable potential parent of socially 
inadequate off spring likewise affl  icted.” 

The jarring tagline off ered by Justice 

Holmes highlighted a biased, even disdainful 
attitude toward mentally ill persons and their 
ability to procreate. Few today would not be 
revolted by such strident branding of whole 
classes of individuals and families. Few would 
similarly countenance forcible state-sanctioned 
sterilizations, as still happens today, to near 
universal condemnation, in certain dictatorial 
regimes bent on population control.

Direct sterilizations violate human dignity. 
A physician’s decision to recommend or 
participate in the surgical mutilation of a 
healthy and properly functioning system of 
the body for the purposes of impeding fertility 
runs counter to the authentic healing mission 
of the medical profession. At its core, medicine 
should be about fi xing damaged systems of the 
body rather than damaging healthy systems.

Whenever we face situations where 
family members with severe mental illness 
or other disabilities may not be suited to 
the responsibilities and demands of having 
children and parenting, and hence ought not to 
get married, the solution should never be direct 
sterilization but tailored care that addresses 
their specifi c mental health situation and 
respects their human sexual nature by ordering 
it along a path of chastity.

This implies that caretakers for the 
seriously mentally ill in institutional settings 
should assure that residents are not given 
opportunities to engage in sexual encounters 
with others, that they be safeguarded from 
access to sexually-explicit media and internet 
pornography, that they be instructed on 
the importance of chastity to the extent 
possible with their mental disability, and that 
residential settings be appropriately segregated 
as single-sex facilities. 

In other words, caretakers for the seriously 
mentally challenged 
have a duty to protect 
them as they would 
protect, for example, 
young people or 
children. Although 
the bodies of mentally 
challenged residents 
may have matured 
sexually, some still 
function intellectually 
at or near the level 
of a child. Living in 

an institutional care 
facility is meant to off er 
protection from the chaos of the outside world 
where they would clearly be vulnerable and 
largely defenseless.

Sometimes it is argued that due to their 
well-documented risk to be victims of 
sexual assault, individuals who are mentally 
challenged, especially in institutional settings, 
should be forcefully sterilized “for their 
own good,” whether temporarily through 
chemical sterilization (like contraception), or 
permanently through surgical sterilization. 

It doesn’t require much refl ection, however, 
to see that if it were to become generally known 
that residents were taking contraceptives or 
had been sterilized, this would only “lower the 
threshold” for those who might wish to engage 
in predatory sexual activities to the detriment 
of their mentally challenged victims. 

The real aim should be to prevent 
sexual assaults, not to prevent the obvious 
consequences that might follow from 
such assaults, like pregnancy. Addressing 
inadequate oversight by caretakers and 
eliminating the “institutional chaos” that 
allows sexual activity to occur with or among 
residents needs to be the focus. Individual 
responsibility and accountability are 
paramount. 

Loving and caring for our family members 
with serious disabilities demands no less.
g  Rev. Tadeusz Pacholczyk, Ph.D. earned his 
doctorate in neuroscience from Yale and did post-
doctoral work at Harvard. He is a priest of the 
diocese of Fall River, MA, and serves as the Director 
of Education at The National Catholic Bioethics 
Center in Philadelphia. He also serves as a professor 
of bioethics at the University of Mary in Bismarck.  
See www.ncbcenter.org  

FR. TAD PACHOLCZYK

Making Sense out of Bioethics
Eugenics, forced sterilization, and

protecting the mentally challenged

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, 
DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND 
THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

Feb. 1  Msgr. James Shea
Feb. 2  Deacon James Baker
Feb. 3  Seminarian Colton 

Steiner
Feb. 4  Sr. Madonna 

Wagendorf, OSB
Feb. 5  Br. Benet Tvedten, 

OSB
Feb. 6  Sr. Hildegarde 

Urlacher, OSB
Feb. 7  All Liturgical Ministers
Feb. 8  Sr. Chiara Thérèse
Feb. 9  Sr. Ruth Fox, OSB
Feb. 10  Fr. Robert Shea
Feb. 11  Deacon Daniel Barone
Feb. 12  Br. Bertrand 

Vogelweide, OSB
Feb. 13  All Lay Ministers

Feb. 14  Fr. Jason Signalness
Feb. 15  Deacon Jim Belohlavek
Feb. 16  All Seminarians & 

Religious in Formation
Feb. 17  Fr. Thomas 

Wordekemper, OSB
Feb. 18  Sr. Amal Grace
Feb. 19  Sr. Litty
Feb. 20  Fr. Christian Smith
Feb. 21  Seminarian Josh Hill
Feb. 22  Deacon Robert Bohn
Feb. 23  Sr. Gerard Wald, OSB
Feb. 24  Fr. Keith Streifel
Feb. 25  Deacon Steve Brannan
Feb. 26  Sr. Barbara Weber, 

OSB
Feb. 27  Fr. Roger Synek
Feb. 28  Deacon Dan Brooke

Sr. Terence Glum, 
OSB 

Sister 
Terence 
Glum, 100, 
a member of 
Annunciation 
Monastery, 
Bismarck, 
entered eternal 
life Jan. 13, 
2022, at St. 
Vincent Care Center. The Mass 
of Christian Burial was held Jan. 
17, in the Chapel of Annunciation 
Monastery.    

Sister Terence (baptized 
Teresa) was born Aug. 26, 1921, 
near Hazelton, N.D., as one 
of the nine children of John 
and Elizabeth (O’Callaghan) 
Glum. Following graduation 
from St. Mary’s High School 
and St. Alexius School of 
Nursing, Bismarck, Teresa 
was a lieutenant in the Navy 
Nurse Corps stationed along 
the Atlantic seaboard. When 
she entered the Benedictine 
community which staff ed St. 
Alexius Hospital, she was among 
the fi rst class of novices at the 
newly-established Annunciation 
Monastery.  

Sister Terence’s preparation 
as an anesthetist was at St. 
Joseph’s Hospital, Omaha, Neb. 
with subsequent service at St. 
Alexius and Garrison Hospitals. 

She was part of setting up the 
fi rst EEG department in North 
Dakota after taking a course 
in electroencephalography. 
Beginning as an instructor at 
Mary College in 1970, Sr. Terence 
went on to receive her master’s 
in biology from the University of 
South Dakota and then served 
as an associate professor in the 
University of Mary’s science 
department and later assisted 
in the registrar’s offi  ce. Sister 
Terence was grateful for the 
opportunity she had to educate 
people in healthcare. On an 
occasion of having surgery, she 
was delighted to learn that all fi ve 
nurses were former students.  

Since 1999, Sr. Terence 
assisted at the monastery in many 
and varied ways which included 
tending fl ower beds, extending 
hospitality as information desk 
operator, assisting monastery 
staff , and knitting a multitude of 
items, such as sweaters, booties, 
and hats and scarves which were 
donated to the needy. At the time 
of her 70th jubilee celebration 
of monastic profession in 2018, 
Sr. Terence expressed her 
happiness for support received in 
community. 

Sister Terence is survived 
by nieces and nephews and 
the sisters of Annunciation 
Monastery.   

Memorials may be made to 
Annunciation Monastery.

OBITUARY

Sr. Terence Glum, 
OSB  
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Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

17765 78th Street SE, Wahpeton, ND 58075
carmelofmary.org   carmelofmary@gmail.com

h

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
World day of prayer for Consecrated Life

February 2, 2022

"Let all of us be enlightened and made radiant by this light.
Let all of us share in its splendor."

-St. Sophronius

Do you feel the                    drawing you to Carmel?light

WORKat Mary
OPEN POSITIONS

Business Development
Strategist

Coordinator of Enrollment
and Partnerships

Custodian/Lead Custodian

Event Specialist

Professor

Restaurant Host

Student Involvement
Coordinator

... and more!

Are you looking for a 
career where you can 
joyfully and actively
live out your faith?
The University of Mary has 
openings in various full and 
part-time roles and invites 
you to join our community.

The University of Mary 
o�ers competitive benefits, 
opportunities to grow in 
your faith at work, and 
tuition discounts, all while 
serving the Church.

umary.edu/Jobs
Learn more and apply at

The 2021 North Dakota Legislature increased tax credits for donations made to Catholic Schools in N.D. – even if you 
do not itemize your deductions. (ND Century Code 57-38-01.7) This is big news to those who make annual or regular 
contributions to their favorite Catholic School.

A credit is now allowed for 50%* (previously 25%) of your donation. Donors can make donations to Catholic 
Elementary Schools and/or Catholic High Schools and take one tax credit for their elementary school donation and 
one tax credit for their high school donation.

* The tax credit is limited to $2,500 or 50% of your state tax liability, whichever is less.
** The benefit for people who itemize deductions or corporations is even greater because of federal tax deductions.

Example:  John and Mary figure they will owe $1,000 income tax to N.D. for the year 2021.

With some clever planning, they make two donations: one $500 donation to a Catholic elementary school and 
another $500 donation to a Catholic high school. Because of their donations, they will now earn a $250 ND Tax Credit 
for each gift. They now can reduce their tax bill by $500 (2 x $250), and only have to pay the remaining $500 in 
income tax.

Here are the kinds of donations that will and will not work for this tax credit:

 - Donations to the Catholic school’s annual appeal or general operating fund:  yes.
 - Donations to the Catholic school’s capital campaign:  yes.
 - Donations to the Art Department, Music Department or Athletic Club:  no.
 - School tuition payments:  no.

As usual, for your own unique tax situation, please consult your accountant or a professional tax advisor.

The ABC’s and 1, 2, 3’s of the
N.D. Tax Credit for Donations 

to Catholic Schools

 Donation Tax Credit* Cost to you**
 $500 $250 $250
 $1,000 $500 $500
 $5,000 $2,500 $2,500

.
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