
Five men will be ordained to 
the sacred priesthood by Bishop 
Kagan on June 13.

Deacons Grant Dvorak, Paul 
Gardner, Jake Magnuson, Logan 
Obrigewitch and Ben Wanner 
join the brotherhood of priests at 
the Mass of Holy Ordination at 
the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
beginning at 2 p.m. The Mass 
will be livestreamed from the 
Cathedral for those who would like 
to view online.

This class of fi ve was ordained 
to the transitional diaconate last 
year on their journey toward 
the fi nal year of formation. The 
men, who have been studying in 
seminary for several years in the 
United States and in Rome, will be 
assigned as priests for the diocese 
upon sacred ordination. 

Seminarians spend several 
years engaged in minor and major 
seminary formation before being 
ordained to the priesthood for 

Jesus Christ. One might wonder 
what sustains them through those 
years of intense formation. This 
article will off er their insight on 
that, as well as thoughts about 
their upcoming ordination.

Deacon Grant Dvorak 
For Deacon Grant Dvorak, 

the sacraments of the Eucharist 
and reconciliation, as well as 
daily prayer, have been the main 
sustenance throughout his years of 
formation for the priesthood. 

“In particular, it has been 
bi-weekly spiritual direction 
and good friends which have 
been of great assistance,” Grant 
explained. “I have been blessed 
with great priests who have 
shown me through their wisdom 
and example the necessity and 
power of prayer, friendship and 
gratitude in the life of a priest.”

When asked about his 
upcoming ordination, Grant 

noted, “I just keep thinking about 
the reality of the sacrament of 
holy orders as a complete gift from 
God. It’s not something I deserve 
or of which I am worthy. Rather, it 
is a gift I will receive as the mode 
in which God wants me to love 
Him and others and so participate 
in the priesthood of Jesus Christ, 
to be an alter Christus, another 
Christ.” 

Deacon Grant added, “He has 
already provided me and everyone 
with the opportunity of salvation 
in Christ, but He continues to 
pour out His gifts to assist us on 
the way with particular vocations 
to love. My upcoming ordination 
and priestly ministry are things 
for which He has been preparing 

me from the very beginning of 
my life and all the way through 
childhood, my teenage years, 
college and years in seminary. I 
am very grateful to God for His 
generosity to me in His providence 
for bringing me to the brink of 
ordination and ordained life as a 
priest.”

Bishop Kagan has assigned 
the soon-to-be Fr. Dvorak to be 
Chaplain for Trinity Junior and 
Senior High School and parochial 
vicar for Queen of Peace in 
Dickinson.

“First and foremost, I am 
looking forward to being an 
instrument of God’s grace by 
celebrating the sacraments at the 

Eucharistic Revival
U.S. bishops are sponsoring a three-year 
National Eucharistic Revival to kick o�  
on Corpus Christi Sunday   ...........Page 3
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Transitional diaconate
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Five men to be ordained June 13

A LOOK INSIDE 

For the 
love of the 
Heart of 
Jesus 

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 
The three men ordained to the transitional diaconate last year 
by Bishop Kagan, (l-r) Deacons Ben Wanner, Logan Obrigewitch 
and Paul Gardner will be ordained to the priesthood on June 13.

Submitted photo  
Deacons Jake Magnuson (left) and Grant Dvorak (right), joined by Fr. Jordan Dosch, diocesan 
vocations director, were ordained to the transitional diaconate in Rome last fall and will be 
ordained priests on June 13.
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This month of June is a truly 
momentous and blessed month 
for our diocese and for the Church 
in the United States. On June 
13, I will ordain fi ve men to the 
sacred priesthood for service to 
Almighty God and His Church 
at the Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit. It is not possible for me 
to stress enough how blessed 
and important ordinations to the 
priesthood are for our present and 
future.

Without priests we will not have 
Holy Mass so readily available to 
us for our sanctifi cation; without 
priests we will not have the 
sacrament of penance so readily 
available to be cleansed of our sins 
and restored to God’s friendship 
and our place within His Body, 
the Church; without priests we 

will not have the opportunity to 
be anointed in times of sickness 
and as we lay dying. We simply 
cannot forget that the Lord Jesus 
instituted the Holy Eucharist and 
the priesthood in His same action 
at the Last Supper, and He did 
so for our sake. He did so that we 
would never be without Him as 
the source and the summit of our 
lives as the fathers of the Second 
Vatican Council so correctly 
taught.

Less than a week later, 
Sunday, June 19, we celebrate 
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi 
and the beginning of our three-
year Eucharistic Revival which 
the bishops of the United States 
have called for. The reason is 
distressing but also so necessary. A 
signifi cant percentage of Catholics 
do not believe in the Real Presence 
of Jesus in the Holy Eucharist 
but see it as a nice symbol of His 
universal ministry. In other words, 
many receive Holy Communion 
with the wrong disposition and 
with something other than the true 
Catholic faith.

The aim of the bishops is to 
inspire a “movement of Catholics 
across the United States, healed, 
converted, formed and unifi ed 
by an encounter with Jesus in 
the Eucharist – and sent out on 
mission.” It is my fervent hope 
and prayer that what we do in 
these three years will enkindle in 
the hearts and minds of all of us 
a deeper and living relationship 
with the Lord Jesus in the Holy 

Eucharist.
Year One begins this June 19, 

2022, and extends to June 11, 
2023, and will be the “Diocesan 
Year” of the Eucharistic Revival. 
I will inaugurate this fi rst year 
with the celebration of Holy Mass 
and a Eucharistic Procession after 
Mass. I invite all of you to come 
to the Cathedral for this Mass 
and procession and begin this 
grace-fi lled time with Our Lord. 
Please watch the Dakota Catholic 
Action and our diocesan website 
for more information about other 
Eucharistic celebrations during 
this fi rst year. 

Year Two begins on June 11, 
2023, and extends to July 17, 
2024, and will be the “Parish Year” 
of the Eucharistic Revival. All 
our parishes will be encouraged 
to celebrate with their own 
Eucharistic Processions especially 
on the Solemnity of Corpus 
Christi. All parishes will be 

encouraged to schedule regular 
times for Eucharistic Adoration 
and to celebrate Benediction 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament 
frequently. Parishes should have a 
mission preached during this year 
on a Eucharistic theme.

Year Three begins on July 17, 
2024, and extends to Pentecost 
Sunday 2025, and is the year 
of “Going Out.” In other words, 
taking our Eucharistic joyful faith 
to others, especially those who 
are lapsed Catholics, and let them 
know Jesus wants them back in 
His life.

This will be a wonderful 
experience for all of us and the 
only requirement for you and for 
me is that we examine our own 
relationship with Jesus and allow 
Him to cleanse and expand our 
hearts to better know, love and 
serve Him. Please make the time 
in your lives to do this as your 
eternity depends on it. 

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Be inspired to take part in Eucharistic Revival
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Staff  photo
Bishop Kagan presented the Daughters of the Immaculate Mary of Guadalupe with the 
Caritas Award from Catholic Charities North Dakota at a May 10 luncheon at Ascension 
in Bismarck. The Caritas (Latin for charity) Award is for those who serve the least of God’s 
people. Pictured with Bishop Kagan (l-r) are: Sr. Norma, Mother Superior Provincial Sr. 
Elvira and Sr. Rosa. Sisters Norma and Rosa are based at St. Joseph’s in Williston and travel 
across western N.D. ministering to Hispanic communities.  

Bishop David Kagan
@VescovoDDK

Following

Sixth Week of Easter, Sunday: the peace Jesus 
gives to the Apostles and us in the Church is 
faithfulness, obedience and trust to and in 
Him in the Church. This is life. May we seek 
and fi nd it and keep it.

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE JUNE-JULY 2022
June 4 • Fort Berthold Catholic 

Congress, Church of Sacred 
Heart, White Shield, 4:30 p.m.

June 5 • Confi rmation at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
2:30 p.m.

June 5-10 • Clergy Retreat, Assumption 
Abbey, Richardton

June 6 • Women’s Care Center Board 
Meeting, Chancery, Bismarck, 
5 p.m.

June 12 • Mass for the 125th Anniversary 
of St. Anthony Parish, 
St. Anthony, 11 a.m.

June 13 • Priestly Ordination, Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
2 p.m.

June 15 • Celebrate Commission Mass for 
FOCUS, Annunciation Chapel, 
University of Mary, 5 p.m.

June 17 • Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

June 19 • Corpus Christi Mass and 
Eucharistic Procession, 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, 
Bismarck, 11:30 a.m.

June 20 • Seminarian Golf Tournament, 
Prairie West Golf Course, 
Mandan, 12:30 p.m.

 • Closing Mass with Relics of St. 
Bernadette, Pro-Cathedral of 
St. Mary, Bismarck, 6 p.m.

June 21 • Real Presence Radio Interview, 
9 a.m.

June 23 • N.D. Catholic Conference Board 
Meeting, St. James Basilica, 
Jamestown, 9:30 a.m.

June 30 • Finance Council Meeting, 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 
10 a.m.

July 8 • Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

July 9 • Installation Mass for Fr. Todd 
Kreitinger at St. Leo the Great, 
Minot, 4 p.m.

July 10 • Installation Mass for Fr. Mark 
Aune at St. Anthony, Linton, 
10:30 a.m.

July 11 • Mass at CHI St. Alexius Health, 
Bismarck, 10:30 a.m.

July 14 • Real Presence Radio Interview, 
9 a.m.

July 15 • Mass for Cor Christi, University 
of Mary, Bismarck, 4:30 p.m.

July 16 • Installation Mass for Fr. 
Keith Streifel at Spirit of Life, 
Mandan, 5 p.m.

July 18 • Summerfest Basketball Game, 
University of Mary, 7 p.m.

July 22 • Mass for Cor Christi, University 
of Mary, Bismarck, 4:30 p.m.

July 24 • Town and Country Celebration, 
Rural Hague, 11:30 a.m.

July 31 • Installation Mass for Fr. Justin 
Waltz at St. Joseph, Dickinson, 
9 a.m. MT
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A widely-published study 
in 2019 revealed that only a 
small number of Catholics, 
approximately 30 percent, fully 
believe in the Real Presence of 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 

The revelation was shocking, 
yet not, in reality—evident by 
dwindling Mass attendance over 
the years in many areas of the 
United States. The news prompted 
bishops of this country to move to 
action by sponsoring a three-year 
movement called the National 
Eucharistic Revival. 

They envisioned a truly revived 
opportunity to rediscover the 
Real Presence through a deep 
commitment of prayer, pilgrimage 
and worship on the part of the 
entire Church in the United States. 
The advent of the pandemic only 
accelerated these plans, revealing 
their urgency and importance. 
Too many Catholics still have not 
returned to Mass to celebrate the 
central mystery of the Church.

Taking its title from the Bread 
of Life discourse in John’s Gospel, 
“My fl esh for the life of the world,” 
the Eucharistic Revival is not a 
step-by-step plan or a series of 
meetings; it is a grassroots call 
and a challenge for every Catholic 
across the country to rekindle the 
fi re of love and devotion for the 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus.

What is the National Eucharistic 
Revival?

The National Eucharistic 
Revival is a three-year initiative 
sponsored by the bishops of the 
United States to inspire and 
prepare people to be formed, 
healed, converted, united and 
sent out into the world through a 
renewed encounter with Jesus in 
the Eucharist— what we all know 
and accept to be the source and 
summit of our Catholic faith. 

The Revival will offi  cially 
begin this year in June, and 
its milestone event will be a 
National Eucharistic Congress in 

Indianapolis 
in 2024. The 
National 
Eucharistic 
Revival and 
National 
Eucharistic 
Congress 
are a direct 
response 
to the Holy 
Father’s 
call for a 
“pastoral and 
missionary 
conversion 
which cannot 
leave things 
as they 
presently are” 
so that the 
Church in the 
United States 
might be 
“permanently 
in a state of mission” (Evangelii 
Gaudium, n. 25).

This Eucharistic movement 
seeks to bring everyone connected 
to the Catholic faith together to 
spark the renewal of the Catholic 
Church in the U.S. over the next 
three years. The website devoted 
to spreading information about the 
movement, eucharisticrevival.org, 
off ers an explanation that each 
year will have a strategic focus 
for formation and missionary 
discipleship.

Year One (2022): Year of the 
Diocese

During the fi rst year, the U.S. 
bishops will be inviting their 
presbyterates, diocesan teams, 
and parish leaders to a renewed 
love for Jesus in the Eucharist by 
hosting and highlighting diocesan-
wide events.

Bishop Kagan will inaugurate 
this fi rst year in the Bismarck 
Diocese with the celebration of 
Mass at 11:30 a.m. and Eucharistic 
procession following at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 

Bismarck on Sunday, June 19—
the Solemnity of Corpus Christi. 
All parishes in the diocese are 
encouraged to hold their own 
Eucharistic Procession on this day 
or another in the Church calendar, 
as well. 

Year Two (2023): Year of the 
Parish

During the Parish Year, pastors 
will invite their parishioners 
and staff  to become even more 
truly and deeply Eucharistic 
communities through small 
groups, increased exploration 
of the sacrifi ce of the Mass, 
Eucharistic Adoration, catechetical 
studies on the Real Presence 
of Christ, parish-sponsored 
processions and other activities 
to enable deeper encounters with 
Our Lord in the Eucharist. 

For this year, Bishop Kagan is 
asking all parishioners to be made 
known of their parish off ering 
regular times for Eucharistic 
Adoration and to celebrate 
benediction of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament frequently. Parishes 
should also have a mission 

preached during this year on a 
Eucharistic theme.

Year Three (2024): Year of the 
Renewal

During the third year, the 
Church will gather for the fi rst 
National Eucharistic Congress in 
almost 50 years, where Catholics 
are welcomed on a pilgrimage 
to Indianapolis from July 17-
21, 2024. The intended fruit of 
the gathering is to prepare the 
faithful from around the country 
to go out to the peripheries of 
their communities as “Eucharistic 
missionaries” fi lled with the fl ame 
of divine charity for those around 
them and invite back fellow 
Catholics who have fallen away 
from the Church. 

How can Catholics around the 
U.S. get involved? 

• Pray and fast for the National 
Eucharistic Revival. Only the Holy 
Spirit can bring about the fruit He 
desires for the Church in America 
through this three-year initiative.

• Sign up to receive the “Heart 
of the Revival” newsletter 
found on the website at 
eucharisticrevival.org. By signing 
up for the newsletter, you can stay 
up-to-date on the latest news, 
events and information about the 
Revival, as well as event details for 
the National Eucharistic Congress 
to be held in July of 2024.

• Get involved locally! Each 
diocese will be engaging in the 
Revival in diff erent ways. Watch 
the diocesan newspaper, website 
and social media for opportunities 
to be a part of the local Church’s 
Eucharistic Revival.

• Plan now to attend the 
National Eucharistic Congress 
July 17-21 in Indianapolis. 
Individuals, families and groups 
are all encouraged to register to be 
a part of an extraordinary moment 
in the life of our Church.

Information provided by 
eucharisticrevival.org

Catholic Action  Bringing Christ into everyday life

My flesh for the life of the world
U.S. bishops sponsor a three-year National Eucharistic Revival

Hosted by Luis and Rita 
Elizondo family, with

Fr. Shannon Lucht and the 
parishioners of the Church 

of Saint Mary in Hague

Bring your lawn chairs, blankets, umbrellas and whatever 
you need to make it an enjoyable day outside.

Register at:
bismarckdiocese.com/townandcountry
or call Amanda at 204-7205.
Registration required for an accurate meal count.

Town and CountryCountry
Celebration

July 24, 2022

Chavinda Honeybee Farms
2051 91st St. SE, Hague, ND

Blessing of land and equipment: 11 a.m.

Mass with Bishop Kagan: 11:30 a.m.

Lunch after Mass
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parish and for the students of 
Trinity Junior 
High and High 
School. We 
receive so much 
instruction and 
guidance in our 
formation for 
the priesthood 
that I can’t wait 
to share it with 
others!”

A graduate of St. Mary’s 
Central High School in Bismarck, 
Grant’s faith was deeply affected 
by Catholic education so he’s 
eager to pass that along. “For this 
reason, I am also very excited 
to begin teaching because I was 
very impacted by my high school 
chaplains as a witness to the joy, 
grandeur and unity of our Catholic 
faith in my classes during high 
school.”

Classroom and parish work 
are all critical to formation, but 
prayer is equally vital in sustaining 
the men throughout their time in 
seminary.

“I am so grateful for those who 
have supported me personally 
and all of my brother seminarians 
throughout these last seven years,” 
Grant stated. “There is no way to 
thank everyone enough for the 
formation I have received, but I 
would simply like every person to 
know that God is never outdone in 
His generosity! Thank you for your 
prayers and support of vocations 
to the priesthood!”

Deacon Paul Gardner
For Deacon Paul Gardner, any 

struggles or doubts along the way 
on his path to 
the priesthood 
were wiped 
away by faith in 
God’s plan for 
him.

“During 
my years in 
seminary—
especially during 
any difficult days—I was sustained 
by the conviction that it was Jesus 
Who had chosen me and called 
me, that becoming a priest wasn’t 
just my own idea but His,” Paul 
explained. “If it was just my idea 
then I would have been plagued by 
doubts and second-guessing, but 
this has been His plan and He has 
always provided all I needed along 
the way. He has never failed me.” 

He looks forward to his 
ordination as a new beginning.

“As I approach ordination, I 
have been increasingly conscious 
of the shortness of my life on 
earth in relation to the vastness 
of eternity. Ordination marks 
not only the beginning of a 
relatively short time of ministry 
here in the ‘valley of tears’ but 
also a priesthood that lasts for all 
eternity, as Psalm 110 says, ‘You 
are a priest forever in the line of 
Melchizedek.’”

Upon ordination, Bishop Kagan 
has assigned Paul to be chaplain at 
St. Mary’s Academy in Bismarck 
and parochial vicar for Spirit of 
Life in Mandan, St. Martin in Huff, 
and St. Anthony in St. Anthony.

“I am most eager to begin the 
‘basics’ of priestly life—which are 
of course, anything but basic—

and teaching the truth of Jesus 
Christ and leading people in the 
sacraments.” 

Paul, too, recognized the power 
of the prayer that has sustained 
him over the years. 

“My classmates and I are most 
grateful for all the encouragement 
and support we have received 
from the people in the Diocese 
of Bismarck during our years in 
formation. Seminary formation 
would be impossible for a man to 
do without such support! Being 
part of this diocese and getting to 
serve the wonderful people here 
are gifts beyond measure.”

Deacon Jake Magnuson 
Deacon Jake Magnuson had 

difficulty narrowing down what 
has carried him through the years 
of seminary 
formation 
because they 
are far too 
numerous.

“There are 
many things! 
However, the 
thing which 
has sustained 
me the most during my years of 
formation is the daily holy hour 
and frequent spiritual direction,” 
Jake said “The holy hour is a 
very privileged place in which I 
can always be alone with Jesus 
to be with Him and receive from 
Him. That time together with 
Christ is unique because each 
day is different and so it takes 
on different forms: asking for 
a particular grace for myself, 
asking for a particular grace for 
someone else, listening to the Lord 
speak through silence, or through 
praying with scripture, coming 
to Him with difficulties and with 
great joys and gratitude. 

“Closely linked to daily prayer 
is daily Mass and frequent 
confession. To complement these, 
I have been blessed with great 
spiritual directors who have been 
instrumental in every aspect 
of my formation. Their priestly 
fatherhood and their ability to 
help me understand what the Lord 
is doing have been invaluable.”

He can’t forget to mention the 
brotherhood among seminarians 
that has brought him much joy. 

“Finally, I have to also mention 
my brother seminarians and the 
fraternity that we have cultivated 
during these years. The author of 
Sirach says, ‘A faithful friend is a 
sturdy shelter, and he who finds 
one finds a treasure’ (6:14). The 
friendship and example of the 
other Bismarck guys with whom I 
have had the privilege of studying 
has always helped me persevere 
throughout the last eight years.”

As the day of ordination nears, 
Jake reflected upon God’s graces.

“Obviously, there is a lot of 
excitement! I had the privilege of 
spending a day at the Cathedral 
while I was home for Easter, and 
I was able to meet all the staff and 
talk to Fr. Ehli about some things. 
This was really the moment when 
ordination began to feel very 
close, and a new excitement grew 
in me,” Jake shared. “I also feel a 
tremendous amount of gratitude 
as ordination approaches. I have 
been reflecting on all the graces 

that God has given me to this 
point as well as the many people 
who have supported me with their 
prayers and financially. There 
have been many priests who have 
been instrumental in my life both 
in the diocese and at the seminary. 
I have wanted to be a priest my 
whole life and the way that the 
Lord has brought that to fruition 
at this point in my life makes me 
incredibly grateful. It also gives 
me hope for many years of priestly 
ministry.” 

Deacon Jake, upon ordination, 
is to be parochial vicar for the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
Bismarck and part-time religion 
instructor at Bismarck’s St. Mary’s 
Central High School.

Like many of his brother 
seminarians, Jake looks forward 
to administering the sacraments 
to the people of God entrusted to 
him.

“The thing I look forward 
to the most is celebrating the 
sacraments. At the end of the 
day, people want priests because 
they want the sacraments. They 
want to have their sins forgiven; 
they want their children baptized; 
they want to receive Jesus in 
the Eucharist; they want to be 
anointed when they are sick. 
Seminary formation is largely 
ordered toward facilitating the 
union between a person and Jesus 
in the sacraments and I am very 
excited to do that as a priest. This 
is one of the great things about 
being assigned to the Cathedral. 
The parishioners and people from 
all over Bismarck make use of the 
sacraments there very frequently. 
I am also looking forward to 
teaching. I think it is a unique 
opportunity to teach and interact 
with a group of students every day. 
Father Jadyn Nelson taught me in 
high school and had a great impact 
on my life and so I look forward to 
having the opportunity to do the 
same.”  

Deacon Logan Obrigewitch 
Just being in the Lord’s 

presence in the Eucharist has 
been a powerful agent in holding 
Deacon Logan 
Obrigewitch to 
his vocation.

“The daily 
commitment 
to prayer, 
specifically the 
morning holy 
hour before 
the Blessed 
Sacrament, is 
what has sustained and guided me 
through these years of seminary 
formation. Stated well by a 
spiritual director at the seminary, 
the definition of our life is ‘to be 
with God.’ 

Logan offered a Jesuit quote 
(attributed to Fr. Pedro Arrupe) 
that he thinks describes this best: 
“Nothing is more practical than 
finding God, than falling in love 
in a quite absolute, final way. 
What you are in love with, what 
seizes your imagination, will affect 
everything. It will decide what 
will get you out of the bed in the 
morning, what you do with your 
evenings, how you spend your 
weekends, what you read, whom 
you know, what breaks your heart, 

and what amazes you with joy and 
gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, 
and it will decide everything.” 

Upon ordination, Logan will be 
parochial vicar for Corpus Christi 
in Bismarck and provide clergy 
assistance to St. Mary’s Academy 
in Bismarck.

“I am sincerely and humbly 
grateful to be called to the 
priesthood of Jesus Christ. As St. 
John Vianney profoundly states, 
‘the priesthood is the love of the 
Heart of Jesus.’ It is from His 
Sacred Heart that springs the gift 
of priestly ministry, so my desire 
is to be conformed to and minister 
from His Heart as I approach 
upcoming priesthood ordination.” 

Like his brother seminarians, 
Logan anticipates the joy in 
celebrating the sacraments.

“Though I look forward to 
many things as a priest, such as to 
celebrate the Holy Mass and hear 
confessions, I am excited to notice 
how God is present and at work in 
the lives of others.”

Deacon Ben Wanner 
Deacon Ben Wanner echoed 

what his brother seminarians 
said about 
spending time in 
adoration that 
was essential 
in keeping him 
going through 
the formation 
years.

“A steadfast 
commitment 
to a daily holy hour—an hour of 
silent adoration in front of the 
Blessed Sacrament every single 
day no matter what. Along with 
that, a steadfast commitment to 
contemplating the daily readings 
and forming my contemplative 
imagination with and in them 
through lectio divina.”

He also takes seriously the 
new responsibility he will have of 
leading others to Christ.

“I am filled with so much 
joy and gratitude for all the 
relationships I have made and for 
the incredibly rich and nourishing 
‘nurturing-garden’ seminary 
environment the Church has 
provided for my soul. I am excited 
to be conformed to the sacrificial 
mysteries of Jesus so that I can 
lead others into them as a priest of 
Jesus Christ!”

Deacon Ben’s first assignment 
as a new priest will be as parochial 
vicar for St. Joseph’s in Dickinson 
and part-time religion instructor 
at Dickinson Trinity Junior and 
Senior High School.

“I am looking forward to 
teaching and being radically 
available to others as a spiritual 
Father and as a confessor.”

Deacon Ben offered some final 
thoughts for anyone who might 
be discerning a vocation to the 
priesthood or religious life. 

“If you are discerning whether 
God is calling you to lay down your 
life as a total-self-gift as a priest 
or religious but have some fears 
or hesitations, just keep in mind 
that God is enough for the human 
heart, not only in heaven, but here 
on earth too! I hope that my life is 
a witness to that bedrock fact.”

—Staff report

Five men to be ordained June 13
Continued from page 1
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Dcn.  Grant Dvorak
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By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer

In the fourth article in “A Day 
in the Life of a Sister” series, Sr. 
Mary Joseph Campbell shares 
her role in starting the new public 
association known as the St. 
Mary Sisters. The sisters serve 
the Church in the apostolate of 
Catholic education as teachers, 
and in the spirit of St. Dominic.

Sister Mary Joseph, a native 
of Ann Arbor, Michigan, teaches 
religious education at St. Mary’s 
Academy in Bismarck and 
advocates for the new religious 
community throughout the 
Bismarck Diocese. She is actively 
seeking young women to join and 
grow the community.

Sister describes her youth as 
typical—playing instruments with 
her musical family, pitching in 
softball, horseback riding and 
working at her father’s small 
neighborhood grocery store. Two 
religious orders influenced her 
early on—the Servants of God’s 
Love and the Benedictine sisters—
in the seventh and eighth grade. 
Their welcoming her to visit, pray 
or eat with them seeded her prayer 
life and gave her a glimpse of what 
religious life was like.

Sister Mary Joseph has taught 
in 14 schools and North Dakota 
is her seventh state. She said she 
likes teaching students around 
the seventh or eighth grade when 
they might find an interest in a 
vocation, possibly to religious life.

How did you begin to hear the 
call to religious life?

I really did kind of know from 
seventh grade, but I wouldn’t tell 
anybody because I was afraid. 
It wasn’t the cool thing to do. It 
was not what girls were talking 
about. I did a lot of babysitting. 
I thought maybe I am supposed 
to be a mom and have kids. Yet, I 
couldn’t shake this feeling that He 
was asking me to give all of myself 
to Him.

I just knew. By the time I was 
a senior in high school, I was all 
signed up to study accounting at 
the University of Michigan, but 
I couldn’t shake this feeling that 
I was supposed to do something 
else.

I happened to be at a little 
retreat, helping the sisters that had 
taught me when I was young. I just 
knew deep down this is what He is 
asking me to do.

Then, the Dominicans arrived 
from Nashville, Tenn. They moved 
to Ann Arbor and were learning 
about formation. One came up 
and asked me to change her guitar 
strings. When I went over there, it 
was: this is where I am supposed 
to live. 

When did you make your final 
vows?

I entered in 1997 at the Ann 
Arbor mother house. I made my 
first profession in 2000. You are 
under temporary vows for five 
years. I made my final vows in 
2005.

Why were you so comfortable 
with the Dominican Sisters?

Religious sisters weren’t 
foreign to me. But when I saw 
the Dominicans, there was an 
extra sense of thinking that I’m 
supposed to be on their team.

Every time I was with them, it 
was almost like I fit in with the 
family. Once I entered, there were 
many times when it was: this is 
what I was made for.

Especially, when I started 
student teaching. I was already in 
the convent for five years. It felt 
like a glove—what I was made to 
do. I came to realize I had a love 
for teaching.

What is your typical day like?
It is very ordered because 

education is that way, especially 
when I do elementary education. 
I get up early. I do a holy hour. 
Then, I go to the Cathedral for 
Mass. I eat a quick breakfast and 
head immediately to school. A 
school day begins at 7:30. I teach 
all morning. I have 100 little 
sixth graders and I teach them 
all religion. I have four classes. I 
come home, have lunch and then 
prayer. 

I pretty much get all over the 
diocese to spread the word that 
Bishop Kagan is trying to start a 
house of formation. I also set up 
events for girls to come and visit or 
dinners and I am also focused on 
trying to get the legal and financial 
part of the convent all properly 
arranged.

Then, I have vespers, rosary, 
dinner and study, more prayer 
before I go to bed, and usually try 
to get to bed by 9:30 because I 
start the day pretty early.

When there are sisters, we play 
games every evening and chat. It 
is very ordered, but I like that. I 
like having a routine. I like having 
times that are set aside for prayer, 
times set aside for studying.

Why do you describe the life as 
ordered? 

It’s a lot like the military. You 
rise at a specific time, you’re in the 
chapel, you have silence at specific 
times of the day—more silence 
than most communities. When 
we are teaching, we are talking. 
We have monastic practices of 
fasting—no meat on Wednesdays 
and Fridays and three hours of 
praying every day. The schedule is 
very routine and if you’re someone 
who needs to be free and sleep 
when you want to, it’s not the 
place.

For me to say I got up early 
to pray. I really like that. If this 
is what you are supposed to be 
doing, you love it.

Do you wear a habit?
I do! It’s a black and white habit 

with a large white scapular in the 
front with a large flap. Then, a 
large 15-decade rosary on the left 
side. It’s supposed to represent our 
“sword.” The swords were typically 
on their left side in the 1200s. We 
didn’t first have a rosary when we 
started the order, but then Our 
Lady appeared to St. Dominic, 
and she taught him how to pray 
the rosary that’s how he spread 
it. The Dominicans are called the 
champions of the rosary. We teach 

and spread the devotions. That’s 
our job in the Church.

I am a math and science 
teacher, but at St. Mary’s Academy 
what they need now is a religion 
teacher. Since I can only teach in 
the morning so I can do all this 
vocation work in the afternoon, 
I teach religion there. This is 
nice because at least I get to 
every sixth grader. We usually, 
as Dominicans, have a theology 
degree, but we also have degrees 
in other subjects.

What is the application process 
like for candidates of the 
community?

There seems to be a tremendous 
need for women to get introduced 
to the idea of religious life. They 
don’t realize how much prayer life 
is involved. They pray for three 
hours a day. So typically, they’ll 
come for a dinner visit. Then, 
they’ll come for vespers, and then I 
have weekends where the girls can 
come. They get a flavor for what 
the life is like.

Once they go through the 
application process with lots of 
detailed questions, they enter 
the order in the fall because 
everything we do revolves around 
the academic year. Then, they 
start their postulancy which is all 
at the mother house or house of 
formation.

In your first year, you wear 
a blue outfit, so you are in a 
uniform, but it’s not the habit yet. 
You take classes in the morning, 
you learn how to sew, you learn 

how to cook for large groups of 
people, small groups of people, 
you learn how to clean. You learn 
things that make living with other 
people work well. You take classes 
on Catechism, you take theology 
classes, you take philosophy 
classes. Saint Dominic was 
convinced that if we understood 
philosophy and theology, we 
would be able to teach well. I think 
it is very true.

In your second year, you receive 
a habit and a new name. You 
continue your studies, but you also 
have a little bit more prayer time 
because it’s your canonical year. 
You don’t take courses that would 
be so demanding that you couldn’t 
have extra time for prayer. It’s a 
very quiet year.

Then, you go into your year 
as a novice. You go out and start 
helping in the schools and getting 
an idea of what your apostolate is 
going to be like.

The first vows are taken after 
three years. Then, you start 
working on your secular degree. 
Usually, you just do schooling. You 
aren’t at home cooking as much 
or doing as many other tasks at 
the mother home. You are given 
the time to get your studies done 
quickly.

You have been taking classes all 
along, but not for credits. It’s for 
formation.

What is the apostolate of the St. 
Mary Sisters?

Bishop Kagan was specifically 

Submitted photos 
Sr. Mary Joseph spends her mornings in the classroom teaching religion to sixth graders 
at St. Mary’s Academy in Bismarck.

A Day in the Life of a Sister
New public association—St. Mary Sisters—takes root in diocese

Continued from page 6
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By Emily Lysne
Special Contributor to the DCA

Early in 2021, the University of 
Mary launched a special project 
its staff  and faculty had been 
working on behind the scenes for 
months: a new website housing 
huge amounts of free content that 
seeks to “awaken the Catholic 
imaginative vision.”

The project is called Prime 
Matters.

Much of the content and 
inspiration for the site is an 
outgrowth of the groundbreaking 
book published by University 
of Mary Press in 2020, “From 
Christendom to Apostolic Mission: 
Pastoral Strategies for an Apostolic 
Age.” The book has sold tens 
of thousands of copies and was 
the fruit of the conversation and 
eff orts of a group of friends and 
scholars over the course of several 
years, asking each other questions 
about how best to evangelize in 
our current cultural moment.

“Everyone is looking to get 
famous on the internet,” said 
Monsignor James Shea, president 
of the University of Mary. “But 
with the book and with the 
foundational content of the 
website, we decided instead to 
push back against this idea of 
‘Catholic celebrity’ by making 
much of the content unattributed. 
There is an old Christian tradition 
of signing works simply, ‘a 
monk.’ While I and many others 
at the University of Mary have 
been working hard on this 
transformational content, it really 
is the work of a fellowship of 
scholars and disciples. Neither the 
book nor the website is my work, 
it’s our work.”

The weekly update for Prime 
Matters, called “The First 
Draught,” now has more than 
11,000 subscribers.

The content has indeed been 

transformative, fi rst of all for the 
university’s own students.

Marianne, who studied 
Math and Philosophy in her 
undergraduate years at Mary and 
just completed her master’s in 
Catholic Studies, talks about an 
experience she had in her History 
of Math class, related to the 
approach Prime Matters takes.

“We were reading together this 
poem that a mathematician wrote, 
which is a dangerous thing to do 
as a mathematician—write poetry! 
But he was so overcome by the 
beauty of what he was studying 
that he had to write it down.

“I went to Mass right after 
that class, and having had my 
eyes opened to beauty through 
it, I myself was overcome by the 
beauty of Who is pursuing us so 
fervently as to become man, to 
become as bread and wine, for us.

“It was an extraordinary 
moment. My studies had opened 
up my imagination, in turn 
deepening my faith.”

It was the kind of experience 
that inspired a question at 
the University of Mary: how 
can Marianne’s experience be 
deepened even more, and how can 
it also be packaged—experiences 
like that of beauty in a math class, 
for instance—so that it is available 
to her long after her graduation, 
but also available to university 
faculty from every discipline, 
online graduate students, the 
students and teachers of our 
Catholic high schools, and all 
Catholics and people of goodwill 
who are hungry for an experience 
of God’s truth and love?

After months of puzzling 
and planning and praying, 
PrimeMatters.com was born. 

The site off ers articles and 
multimedia that will enrich 
readers’ vision of faith, learning, 
friendship, happiness, the 

Scriptures and more, growing 
out of the work of the university’s 
vibrant Catholic Studies 
program, which looks to integrate 
experiences of study, prayer, 
worship, work and relationships. 

Likewise, Prime Matters 
provides Catholic thought 
leadership, tapping into the 
Church’s intellectual eff orts 
through the centuries and up to 
the present day so that individuals 
can engage life and culture with a 
clear and energetic faith.

Marianne’s experience of Prime 
Matters, she says, has been life-
changing.

“There’s so much out there 
telling us what to do—what should 
you do for Lent, how should you 
approach moral decisions, how 
should you discern your vocation—
but there’s not much out there 
telling us how to see.”

In other words, Marianne 
says there’s not much out there 
answering those fundamental 
questions such as what is the 
purpose of human life? How 
ought the faithful make sense 
of all their joys, suff erings, and 
disappointments? How can they 

begin to see the world as God 
does?

Indeed, “changing how you see,” 
Marianne says, “truly brings about 
a much deeper conversion than 
simply changing what you do.”

Prime Matters exists to give 
Catholics this deep conversion of 
mind and heart.

Those interested in diving 
into the site are invited to sign 
up for “The First Draught” at 
primematters.com/subscribe-fi rst-
draught. The First Draught goes 
out every Thursday afternoon by 
email, bringing readers something 
to discuss over an opening pint 
or during dinner with friends and 
family: perspectives on the news, 
spiritual encouragement and 
personal enrichment. 

They’re also welcome to dig into 
the “Christian Mythic Narrative” 
podcast, located at primematters.
com/narrative, which presents 
the sweeping and epic narrative 
of the whole Christian story in 
8–10-minute segments.

Wherever one might choose 
to start, the University of Mary is 
eager to open this free and vast 
resource.

A screenshot of PrimeMatters.com homepage that off ers articles and multimedia to 
enrich readers’ faith life.

Prime Matters raises the bar in Catholic online content

asking for sisters that teach. In the Third 
Order of Dominicans, that is pretty much all 
we do. Our lives are devoted to the formation 
of the mind so that people are brought to 
salvation. So, I am here and starting this 
house of formation. It takes a little bit to get 
it going, but once it does, it starts to fl ower. 

I don’t think we should just have sisters 
in the schools. Married people, single people 
and parents all bring their examples of faith 
and education to St. Mary’s Academy; the 
staff  is really faithful. It is not complete 
without both sisters, brothers, married 
couples and priests. When you have all of 
these vocations, you have a very healthy 
diocese. 

Has there been interest from candidates?
I have had lots of interest. I have had four 

that have come and then they returned home 
because that is what formation is about—
discernment. I have had several now that are 
visiting. I don’t know when a young lady is 
going to enter and then stay, but it is so new, 
and this is how it works. A lot of people are 
curious. As more visit, the word spreads.

This is going to grow. Right now, laying the 
groundwork is super important.

How would you describe religious life for 
you?

Every day I am working towards getting 
to heaven in a very concrete and thought-out 
process. Lots of people get to do many things. 
I get to spend my life forming souls and 
getting them ready to live their lives.

The priests bring us the sacraments. I 
get to be the one who sets the stage, so the 
children understand what is really taking 

place in the sacrament or how their life is 
being transformed.

What do you do for fun?
I love board games and card games. Here, 

people love pinochle and I love pinochle. So, I 
defi nitely came to the right place. I like being 
with people and chatting, getting to know 
families. I get invited, about once a week, 
to a family. Usually, they are my students’ 
families, or they see me at Church. I also am 
a music fan, so I love playing the piano. If I 
can play the organ, I like to play the organ. 
I also have this book I am working on—a 
resource book for saints and symbols—so, I 
am always doing something.

You can fi nd more information about the 
St. Mary Sisters on their website at www.
stmarysisters.org.

Continued from page 5

A Day in the Life of a Sister

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions for June & July

June - For families
We pray for Christian families around 
the world; may they embody and 
experience unconditional love and 
advance in holiness in their daily lives.

July - For the elderly
We pray for the elderly, who represent 
the roots and memory of a people; 
may their experience and wisdom 
help young people to look towards the 
future with hope and responsibility.
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Our brothers and sisters in 
Christ from Africa and Ukraine 
will benefit from this year’s 
Parable of the Talents projects.

Students in diocesan Catholic 
schools, St. Mary’s Academy in 
Bismarck, and Trinity High School 
in Dickinson, took part in the 
efforts to raise funds for those in 
need. The goal is for each student 
to start with a talent ($10) and go 
out and multiply their talents to 
give back to a chosen charity.

As in the past, students from 
St. Mary’s Academy chose a 
large portion of the funds raised 
to be donated to the Diocese of 
Bismarck African Mission to 
purchase water filtration systems 
for families in Kenya, East Africa. 
Each water filter can last for up 
to 10 years and filter up to one 
million gallons of water. This year, 
the students in grades seven and 
eight presented Bishop Kagan 
with a check for $12,000 to assist 
the work of the diocesan African 
Mission.

New this year, Trinity High 
School joined in with their own 
version of the project. Students 
of Catholic Life and Love joined 
the efforts at their school inspired 
to donate their funds to the 
Ukrainian Relief Fund. The 
students (primarily freshmen) 
partnered with Fr. Martin Nagy, 
Pastor of St. John the Baptist and 
St. Demetrius Ukrainian Catholic 
Churches in Belfield and presented 
him with a check in the amount of 
$7,000.51. These funds included 
$2,400 from their Parable of the 
Talents project and over $963 
from several of their dress-down 
days, along with a donation from 
the St. Mary’s Academy students 
(over $3,640) from their parable 
project toward the Ukrainian 
Relief Fund.

The money of this fund goes 
directly to humanitarian aid 
through the Knights of Columbus 
in Ukraine and Poland, helping 
refugees. Some of the aid goes to 
the Ukrainian Catholic University 
in L’viv, Ukraine. The students 
and faculty there offer medical 
supplies, food, clothing, shelter 
and transportation to victims and 
refugees. One group of university 
students is also rescuing disabled 
and autistic children and their 
families from embattled areas and 
helping them get to a safe location.

Saint Mary’s Academy religion 
teacher, Duane Eichele, leads 

the annual project, inspired by 
the bible story of the Parable of 
the Talents. The aim is to use 
Jesus’ teachings as a springboard 
to affect change and make 
a difference in the world by 
paying it forward. Students are 
given $10 each from an outside 
donor and then asked to use 
their imagination through a 
variety of creative projects like 
bake sales, arts, crafts, chores 
or other products or services to 
raise money with the hope that 
the students return more than 
they were given. The project also 
connects all areas of education 
involving other classrooms in the 
management and accountability of 
the project.

In addition to classroom 
work, the students from both St. 
Mary’s Academy and Trinity High 
School were given a chance to 
expand their faith by attending a 
Ukrainian Rite Mass at St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic 
Church in Belfield in late April. 

Father Martin Nagy, the pastor, 
took the opportunity to help 
the students learn about how 
the two rites came to be— the 
Western (Latin) Rite, led by St. 
Peter, and the Eastern Rite (like 
the Ukrainian Rite), led by his 
brother, St. Andrew. Two rites 
teach and celebrate differently but 
with the same Catholic faith—not 

contradicting but complementing.
The partnership between 

students from Trinity Catholic 
Schools and St. Mary’s Academy 
turned into a donation of more 
than $18,000 for the two chosen 
charities.

—Staff report

Joining education and faith
Parable of the Talents project includes Dickinson and Bismarck students

Submitted photos 
In early May, students in grades seven and eight from St. Mary’s Academy presented Bishop Kagan with a check for $12,000 from the 
parable project to assist the work of the diocesan African Mission.

Students from Trinity High School, along with students from St. Mary’s Academy in Bismarck, attended Ukrainian Rite Mass at St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Belfield in late April.

Religion teachers, Duane Eichele (left) from St. Mary’s Academy in Bismarck and Kelli 
Schneider (right) from Trinity High School in Dickinson, with Fr. Martin Nagy at St. John 
the Baptist Ukrainian Catholic Church in Belfield.

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND 
THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club
June 1  Fr. Paul Cervinski
June 2  Deacon Lonnie Grabowska
June 3  Br. Stephen Johnson, OSB
June 4  Sr. Mariah Dietz, OSB
June 5  All Music Ministers
June 6  Sr. Paula Larson, OSB
June 7  Fr. Bill Cosgrove
June 8  Seminarian Isaiah Fischer
June 9  Deacon James Haga
June 10 Br. Maximilian Kenny, OSB
June 11 Sr. Terence Glum, OSB+

June 12 All Seminarians & Religious in 
Formation

June 13 Seminarians Ordained Priests 
Today

June 14 Fr. Gregory Crane
June 15 Deacon Harvey Hanel
June 16 Fr. James Kilzer, OSB
June 17 Sr. Madelyn Louttit, OSB
June 18 Fr. Fred Harvey
June 19 All Lay Ministers

June 20 Fr. Patrick Cunningham
June 21 Deacon Doug Helbing
June 22 Bishop David Kagan
June 23 Sr. Nancy Gunderson, OSB
June 24 Fr. Jacob Degele
June 25 Deacon Ronald Hogan
June 26 Br. Herman Kim, OSB
June 27 Sr. Renee Zastoupil, OSB
June 28 Sr. Laura Hecker, OSB
June 29 Fr. Joseph Deichert
June 30 Deacon Ed Johnson
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   St. Anthony 125th June 12
St. Anthony Church at St. Anthony will 
be celebrating its 125th anniversary 
on Sunday, June 12. Bishop Kagan will 
celebrate Mass at 11 a.m., followed by a 
meal. Those in attendance will be asked 
to make a free will donation for the meal. 
The former St. Anthony school will be open 
for tours afterwards. Current and former 
members of St. Anthony parish and others 
with connections to the parish are invited 
to attend.

 Relics in Bismarck June 18-20
The relics of St. Bernadette are in Bismarck 
from June 18-20, as her relics tour the U.S. 
for the fi rst time, bringing the grace of 
Lourdes to parishes across the country. The 
pilgrimage of the relics will come to the 
Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary as the hosting 
parish. The event is free and open to the 
public. In addition to the Pro-Cathedral of 
St. Mary regular weekend Mass schedule, 
the relic tour includes: Saturday, June 
18 - 10 a.m. Mass with rite of reception of 
the relics and 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. visitation 
of the relics; Sunday, June 19 – 1 to 8 p.m. 
visitation of the relics; and Monday, June 
20 - 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. visitation of the 
relics and 6 p.m. Mass of Thanksgiving 
celebrated by Bishop Kagan followed by a 
Marian candlelight procession.

 Foundation golf tournament June 20
The 8th Annual Seminarian Scholarship 
Golf Tournament hosted by the Catholic 
Foundation of Western North Dakota is 
Monday, June 20 at the Prairie West Golf 
Course in Mandan. Check-in and lunch 
begins at noon with a shotgun start at 
1 p.m. Lunch and dinner are provided. 
Cost is $500 per team or $125 per person. 
Registration is online only at cfwnd.org/
golf. The tournament fi lls up fast, so you 
are encouraged to register early. For more 
information contact Mike Bichler at 701-
471-0985.

 Big Smoke BBQ June 26
The competition is intense, and the fl avors 
are mouthwatering as amateur pit masters 
face off  at the Serra Club of North Central 
North Dakota 5th Annual Big Smoke BBQ 
contest and dinner on Sunday, June 26 at 
the Flickertail Gardens at the N.D. State 
Fair Grounds in Minot. Gate opens at 3 
p.m. The food court will be serving pulled 
pork, BBQ chicken thighs, salads and 
drinks beginning at 4 p.m. Tickets can be 
purchased by contacting Mike Ruelle at 
701-839-4365 or 701-340-2915 or Karen 
Johnson at 701-240-5561. Amateur BBQ 
pit master teams can contact Deacon Tom 
Magnuson at 701-389-0572 for the rules 
of competition and to register your team 
by June 12. Entry fee is $100 per team. All 
proceeds from this event are used to foster 
and promote vocations to the priesthood 
and religious life.

 HOTR golf scramble June 26
The 5th Annual Dakota Scramble for 
Home On The Range (HOTR) will be on 
Sunday, June 26 at Bully Pulpit Golf Course 
in Medora. HOTR is a licensed resident 
care facility for teenage youth in western 
North Dakota under the auspices of the 
Diocese of Bismarck. All proceeds from the 
tournament will benefi t the HOTR spiritual 
program. Registration begins at 8 a.m. MT 
with a shotgun start at 10 a.m. Prizes will 
be awarded on every hole. Fee is $400 for 
a team of four golfers. This includes golf 
and cart, pin prizes, hole and team prizes 
and dinner. Hole and prize sponsors are 
also welcome. Register by June 11 by 
contacting Josh Helvik at joshh@hotrnd.
com or go to the HOTR website at hotrnd.
com/5th-annual-dakota-scramble-golf-
tournament/ for details.

 Basketball fundraiser July 18
The University of Mary is hosting and 
sponsoring the Monsignor Jeff rey Wald 
Memorial Slam Dunk for Our Schools 
event on Monday, July 18 at 7 p.m. at the 
McDowell Activity Center on campus. 
The public is invited to come cheer on 
our clergy as the Diocese of Bismarck and 
the Diocese of Fargo go head-to-head in 
a winner-takes-all basketball game. Free 
will off ering will be taken at the door. 
All proceeds, including a victor’s purse 
supplied by the University of Mary, will go 
toward Catholic education in the winning 
team’s diocese.

 Town & Country Celebration July 24
You are invited to the annual Town and 
Country Celebration on Sunday, July 24.  
The event will be held at the Chavinda 
Honeybee Farms, 2051 91st St. SE, near 
Hague. The day will begin with a blessing 
of land and equipment at 11 a.m. followed 
with Mass celebrated by Bishop Kagan at 
11:30 a.m. All are invited to participate in 
lunch after Mass. The event is hosted by 
the Luis and Rita Elizondo family, with Fr. 
Shannon Lucht and the parishioners of the 
Church of St. Mary in Hague. Register at 
bismarckdiocese.com/townandcountry or 
call Amanda at 701-204-7205. Registration 
is required for an accurate meal count.

 Steubenville St. Paul July 28-31
The Diocese of Bismarck will host our 
annual trip to the St. Paul Steubenville 
Conference this summer. The Steubenville 
Conferences are hosted by Franciscan 
University and provide youth the 
opportunity to encounter Christ in a 
powerful way through testimonies, talks, 
fellowship, the sacraments and adoration. 
This year’s Steubenville Conference will 
be in St. Paul, Minn. from July 28-31. If 
you are interested in attending or serving 
as a chaperone (21+), register online at 
bismarckdiocese.com/steubenville.

 Champion’s Ride is Aug. 6
Everyone’s invited to the 66th Champion’s 
Ride Match on Saturday, Aug. 6 at 1 p.m. 
(MT). The Match is celebrating its 8th 
year as a sanctioned “extreme bronc 
riding” event by the Professional Rodeo 
Cowboy Association (PRCA). Thirty-two 
cowboys ride a bronc and compete in 
the long go round. The top 12 highest 
scores advance to the short-round to 
compete for the title and money.  The 
prize money that a cowboy wins counts 
towards their earnings to qualify for the 
Wrangler National Finals in Las Vegas. The 
Champions Ride not only has a rich history 
of cowboys, but also as a major fundraiser 
for the organization Home On The Range 
(HOTR). HOTR is a nonprofi t organization 
which helps abused, neglected and 
traumatized teenage boys and girls. 
Tickets are available at the gate. For more 
information, go to hotrnd.com.

 Post abortion ministry 
Rachel’s Vineyard is a confi dential retreat 
for anyone struggling with the emotional 
or spiritual pain of an abortion. This 
is open to all individuals regardless 
of faith denominations. Register at 
bismarckdiocese.com/rachels-vineyard-
retreat or contact Carol at 605-374-5639 or 
ckling@sdplains.com for more information 
and dates of retreats.

 Patriotic rosary at Spirit of Life
Come in prayer to heal our nation. A 
patriotic rosary dedicates one Hail Mary 
in a traditional Catholic rosary to each 
state of the United States and asks God’s 
protection and guidance for our nation. 
This will be said the fi rst and third Thursday 
of every month at 7 p.m. at Spirit of Life in 
Mandan. Please join as we come together 
and unite to strengthen our nation.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Bishop Kagan ordained diocesan seminarians Josh Hill (left) and Dustin Johns to the 
transitional diaconate on May 24 at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit.

The new deacons for the fi rst time with Bishop Kagan at 
the altar.

Deacon Josh Hill was handed the Book of Gospels from 
Bishop Kagan and commissioned as a herald of Christ.

As part of the ordination rite, Deacon Dustin Johns 
placed his hands between Bishop Kagan’s promising 
respect and obedience to him and his successors.

Bishop Kagan and the diocese’s newest transitional deacons, Deacon Dustin Johns (left) 
and Deacon Josh Hill, were welcomed in the gathering space by priests and deacons 
following ordination Mass.

As priests in attendance looked on, Bishop Kagan imposed 
hands upon the candidates in silence. This ancient gesture 
designates the conferral of the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Deacon Josh Hill served in his deacon ministry for the 
fi rst time alongside Bishop Kagan at the altar.

Transitional Diaconate Ordination – May 24, 2022

Bishop Kagan prayed before the men during the 
rite of ordination.
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Judging complicates God’s call for loving
Two words commonly repeated amongst 

agricultural producers are “next year!” The 
mantra refl ects the basis of the positive spirit 
embodied by my peers. 

These same words, however, apply to all 
vocations. There are always winners and losers. 
The winners have a smile, the losers head back 
to the grindstone for another run up the hill. 
The contentious issue is the measuring stick 
for determining the winner. Is it money? Is 
it respect? Is it domination? What is/are the 
prize(s)?

The words “next year” may signify a 
defeat. There are experiences when events 
and situations out of my control could—and 
may—become the bellwether for negative 
emotions and actions. Yet, in the end, “next 
year” expressions are a commitment to remain 
engaged, to not quit, to forge ahead with the 
knowledge and resolve to use one’s time, talent 
and resources to serve God. 

While circling the pastures, wrenching 
on equipment or checking on the health of 
livestock, I was struck by the reality that the 
world is inundated with fi nger-pointing. The 
negative news of the world is drowning out 
the goodness of my sisters and brothers who 
generously help those in need. 

As a barb poked through my gloves while 
completing a splice on a broken wire, I 
pondered how this avalanche of egotism could 
be slowed, halted or re-routed to heal society. 
I tried to fashion a world where respect for my 
sisters and brothers was the template. 

I was reminded of quotes from one of the 
world’s modern-day saints, St. Teresa of 
Calcutta (Mother Teresa), “God does not call us 
to be successful. He calls us to be faithful. I do 
not pray for success. I ask for faithfulness.”

Wow! This is an example of the humility that 
I need to practice in my thoughts, words and 
actions. My success—my reward as I transition 
from the current state of my existence (my 
earthly life) to eternity—will be measured by my 
faithfulness to God. 

So, as I moved to the next spot in the fence 
line that needed repair, I refl ected on God’s 
trust, trust to care for the natural resources and 
trust that my decisions will emulate the shower 
of God’s love on the world.  

This reminded me of another Mother Teresa 
quote, “If you judge people, you have no time to 
love them.”

God’s love is infi nite and merciful. God loves 
unconditionally, welcoming and accepting all. 
I have my work plan. I pray for faithfulness. I 
pray not to judge. I pray to love my sisters and 
brothers.

Care to join me?

 

 Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on the 
family farm in Billings County. They are members 
of the Church of St. Patrick in Dickinson and assist 
with Eucharistic celebrations there as well as at 
the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 

Home On The Range is putting together an 
evening of family-friendly fun and ministry in 
Dickinson and Bismarck in mid-June. 

This special night called “Rise Above” 
will include food, StuntDudes professional 
BMX riders, Christian artist and singer Cade 
Thompson and the highly motivating and 
inspirational speaker, Josh Brewer.

The vision, mission and passion of Home 
On The Range (HOTR) is to help children 
and families, not only while the child is 
placed at the facility, but also once they are 
discharged and return to their communities. 
Home On The Range is working with schools, 
community leaders and local churches to 
host events in communities that focus on 
lifestyles that are healthy, sober, drug-free and 
Christian-based. All youth and their families 
are welcome to attend events and experience 
the positive energy.

The events are Tuesday, June 21 in 
Dickinson at West River Ice Center (2004 
Fairway Street) and Wednesday, June 22 in 
Bismarck at Bismarck High School (800 North 
8th Street). The schedule of events is 5:30 
p.m. meal, 6:30 p.m. StuntDudes BMX riders 
followed by 7 p.m. Cade Thompson concert 
and motivational speaker, Josh Brewer.

At each event, there will be food, games, 
prizes and Chapel services—all free of 
charge. HOTR believes strongly in working 
together with other organizations to minister 
to children and families in pain, to make a 
diff erence in their lives, off er healing and hope, 
and help to form positive, loving relationships.

Home On The Range invites everyone to 
come to “Rise Above” and help youth rise 
above the pain and anguish they may be 
experiencing, help them become happy and 
healthy young adults and give them a life 

experience they will never forget and always 
live by.

Home On The Range, under the auspices of 
the Bismarck Diocese, is a therapeutic working 
ranch located in southwestern North Dakota 
and is licensed to care for boys and girls, ages 
12-18, who have experienced trauma, neglect 
or abuse. For more information and details of 
events contact Home On The Range at 701-
872-3745 or visit their Facebook page.

Helping struggling teens rise above
Home On The Range to host public events in Dickinson and Bismarck in June

JUNE 18 - JUNE 20

RELICS TOUR

806 E. Broadway Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501

From April to August 2022, the relics of Saint Bernadette will tour
the United States for the first time, bringing the grace of Lourdes to
parishes across the country. The pilgrimage of the relics will come
to the Diocese of Bismarck with the Pro-Cathedral of St. Mary as the
hosting parish.

2022

SATURDAY, JUNE 18
Mass with Rite of Reception of the Relics of
St. Bernadette

Visitation of the Relics and Wash and Drink of
the Water of Lourdes

Vigil Mass for the Solemnity of Corpus Christi

Mass for the Solemnity of Corpus Christi

Mass for the Solemnity of Corpus Christi
followed by Eucharistic Procession and Solemn
Benediction

Visitation of the Relics and Wash and Drink of
the Water of Lourdes

Mass for the Solemnity of Corpus Christi

Mass 

Visitation of the Relics and Wash and Drink of
the Water of Lourdes

Mass of Thanksgiving (celebrated by Bishop
David Kagan) followed by Marian Candlelight
Procession

10:00 am

11:00 am to 6:00 pm

4:30 pm

9:00 am

11:00 am

1:00 pm to 8:00 pm

6:30 pm

7:00 am

7:30 am to 6:00 pm

6:00 pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 19

MONDAY, JUNE 20

Rise Above
Sponsored by Home On The Range

June 21 – Dickinson
June 22 – Bismarck

BMX Riders Show  •  Concert  •  Speaker
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Should people hold hands or put hands in the 
air during the “Our Father?”

On our own, we are free to assume whatever postures we like in 
prayer. We can lay prostrate on the fl oor, we can hold our hands 
folded, we can kneel, we can hold our hands up to the sky however 
we like. 

But during the Church’s liturgy—the structured, offi  cial prayers and rites of 
the Catholic Church—every movement and posture has a history, meaning 
and symbolism. Everything should be done according to the approved 
liturgical texts. The Roman Missal and its instructions, for example, tell us, 
especially the priest, exactly when and where to genufl ect, when to make 
the sign of the cross, and so on. In Eucharistic Prayer I, for example, it even 
instructs the priest where to look with his eyes.

Thus, during the liturgy, we are not free to adopt whatever posture we 
please, whenever we please. Doing so can disrupt the liturgy and mess with 
the symbolism of the parts of the Mass. We should know what’s called for at 
each moment, and why we do what we do, when we do it.

During the Lord’s Prayer at Mass, the priest celebrant is instructed to lead 
the prayer with hands extended. There is no instruction for the laity to 
do anything with their hands at that time. That’s not to say they cannot, 
therefore, do anything. But they shouldn’t do anything that would be 
disruptive, confusing or be problematic, symbolically.

So, what about hand holding and raising hands? Let’s consider these two 
diff erent gestures.

First, hand holding. Holding hands is only called for in Catholic rites, as far 
as I know, during the celebration of holy matrimony when the couple is 
instructed to “join their right hands” before exchanging vows. 

As Fr. Edward McNamara, a well-known liturgy expert and seminary 
professor, once wrote: “One could argue that holding hands expresses the 
family union of the Church. But our singing or reciting the [the Lord’s] prayer 
in unison already expresses this element. The act of holding hands usually 
emphasizes group or personal unity from the human or physical point of 
view and is thus more typical of the spontaneity of small groups. Hence it 
does not always transfer well into the context of larger gatherings where 
some people feel uncomfortable, and a bit imposed upon, when doing so.  
The use of this practice during the Our Father could detract and distract 

from the prayer’s God-directed sense of adoration and petition …  in favor 
of a more horizontal and merely human meaning.”  

In other words, holding hands could distract our attention from God to 
those around us just as we are praying to God. It’s like talking to one person 
while looking at someone else, distracted.

That said, if hand holding spontaneously happens among a few family 
members, that’s not a sin. But if there starts to become peer pressure for 
others to join in, making them uncomfortable, as if hand holding was called 
for at that point, that could be more of a problem.

So, while hand holding is not explicitly banned during the Lord’s Prayer, 
or at any other time during Mass, it is not called for either. And it could be 
a distraction, especially if strangers start expecting their neighbors in the 
pews to hold hands. In general, I recommend hand holding during the 
Lord’s Prayer be avoided. If you must, don’t make a show of it or impose it 
upon others, because they are, rightly, not expecting it.

Now, what about raising hands in prayer during the Lord’s Prayer? Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger, the future Pope Benedict XVI, in his book The Spirit 
of the Liturgy, described this posture, called the “orans” posture, as “the 
oldest gesture of prayer in Christendom.” Depictions of it can be found 
on the walls of Rome’s ancient catacombs. Benedict continued, writing, 
“It is also a gesture of seeking and hoping. Man reaches out to the hidden 
God, stretches out toward him. Arms extended have been compared to 
wings: man seeks the heights, he wants to be, as it were, carried upward by 
God on the wings of payer. But for Christians, arms extended also have a 
Christological meaning. They remind us of the extended arms of Christ on 
the Cross.”

Obviously, this is a powerful and common posture of prayer. We still see it 
at all kinds of worship services and Christian concerts. But, as mentioned, 
during the Mass our postures are governed by the liturgical rites of the 
Church. Each aspect of the Mass, including our posture at each moment, 
has meaning. We are seated for the readings in a position of listening and 
learning. We stand out of respect for the Word of God as the Gospel is read. 
We kneel in adoration during parts of the Eucharistic Prayer. And so on.  

The liturgical rites instruct the priest to extend his hands in this “orans” 
posture during the Lord’s Prayer. It does not instruct the laity to do so. 
Some have argued that people in the pews holding up hands, just like the 
holding of hands, can cause a distraction or lead to a lack of unity in the 
congregation or confusion about what we are supposed to be doing.

Like holding hands, raising hands at the Lord’s Prayer is not explicitly 
prohibited, but it’s also not called for. Therefore, I would discourage both, 
and recommend that we focus on God, Our Father, and our upcoming 
reception of Holy Communion as we pray the Lord’s Prayer.
 Fr. Signalness is pastor of Queen of the Most Holy Rosary in Stanley and St. 
Ann in Berthhold. If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time 
to ask it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the 
“Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JASON SIGNALNESS

A:
Q:

Learn more about how we use business as a force 
for good at online.umary.edu/BusinessDegrees.

We train and form the leaders of tomorrow through 
business degree programs and certificates focused 
on purpose and making a positive impact.

Our degree programs — designed for the Catholic 
working adult — will help you integrate your career 
and your faith. Our programs are flexible, affordable, 
and formative from bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees to our certificate options.

Mission–Driven, Catholic,
Business Programs
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I recently came across a short 
address Pope Francis made to 
representatives of the Chemin 
Neuf Politics Fraternity. I am not 
very familiar with the religious 
community Chemin Neuf 
and know even less about its 
“politics fraternity.” According 
to its website, the fraternity 
“brings together young people 
from 18 to 35 years old, from 
diff erent countries and political 
backgrounds, who share the same 
passion for the common good and 
the poor and have the desire to be 
active in politics according to the 
heart of God.” 

The Holy Father told the group 
that politics for the Christian 
means encounter, refl ection and 
action.

Encountering others, of course, 
is the fi rst act of politics. It is not 
a singular, internal event. This 
is true in politics as well. At a 
minimum, the pope said, political 
encounter “consists of being open 
to others and accepting their 
diff erences as part of a respectful 
dialogue.” Unfortunately, in our 
often bitterly divided and angry 
country, achieving that minimum 
is becoming rare.

For the Christian, however, 
encounter means something more 
than respectful interaction with 
others. The pope’s words on this 
call for Christians is worth quoting 
in whole. 

He said, “Because the Gospel 
demands that we love our enemies 
(cf. Mt 5:44), we cannot rest 
content with superfi cial and formal 
dialogue, along the lines of the 
often hostile negotiations between 
political parties. Instead, we are 
called to see political encounters 
as fraternal encounters, especially 
with people who disagree with 

us. That means regarding our 
dialogue partner as a true brother 
or sister, a beloved son or daughter 
of God. The art of encounter, then, 
begins with changing the way we 
look at others, with showing them 
unconditional acceptance and 
respect. Without such a change of 
heart, politics often risks turning 
into a violent confrontation, 
where people try to impose their 
own ideas and pursue particular 
interests over the common good, 
contrary to the principle that ‘unity 
prevails over confl ict.’”

We should refl ect on those 
words. For Christians, politics 
should not be viewed as a battle 
with an enemy. Nor is it an exercise 
of raw power.  

Did you notice that Pope Francis 
called the act of political encounter 
an art rather than a skill? Skill 
is an ability you are born with or 
learn. Art is creatively applying 
those skills to something. The 
Holy Father appears to be saying 
that true politics is an act of art 
directed toward the common good 
rather than a technique, even if 
that technique leads to what we call 
political success.

The second aspect of politics, 
the pope said, is refl ection. By this, 
he did not mean merely thinking 
about the issue. For the Christian, 
he said, refl ection means viewing 
the issue according to how it 
impacts the general good. Politics 
is not about winning or advancing 
your own or a particular party 
or group’s interest. It should be 
about the common good. The 
pope said, “Our own compass for 
advancing this common project 
is the Gospel, which brings to the 
world a profoundly positive vision 
of humanity as loved by God.”

The third aspect of politics 

is action. This is classic Pope 
Francis. He told the group not to 
sit around and discuss politics, but 
to go and put words into action. 
Echoing Evangelii Gaudium, the 
pope said that realities are more 
important than ideas. Words and 
ideas alone can become detached 
from reality and become ineff ectual 
or dangerous. The “real world” 
is where the human person—the 
subject of politics—lives. Encounter 
occurs there, not in intellectual 
discussion for sake of intellectual 
discussion.

It is tempting to think that the 
danger of ideology without real 
action occurs only in academia’s 
ivory towers. It does exist there. 
Everyone, however, is capable 
of creating their own towers or 
bubbles through social media, 
our choice of news sources and 
even our choice of friends. When 
we create an echo chamber 
reverberating our own ideas about 
politics without encountering those 
with whom we disagree, we fall into 
the trap of ideology without action.

Political action, of course, 
involves voting, discussion, 

lobbying and advocacy. It can 
sometimes take the form of rallies 
and protests. When talking about 
politics to this group, however, 
Pope Francis identifi ed prayer as 
part of putting politics into action. 
Here again, his words are worth 
quoting entirely. 

He said, “Encounter, refl ection, 
action: this is a political 
programme in the Christian sense. 
I believe that you are already doing 
this, especially in your Sunday 
evening meetings. From joining in 
prayer to the Father from whom 
all things proceed, from imitating 
Jesus Christ, and from listening 
attentively to the Holy Spirit, your 
concern for the common good 
gains a powerful interior incentive. 
For in this way, politics can be 
practiced as ‘the highest form of 
charity,’ as it was defi ned by Pope 
Pius XI.”

    Dodson serves as executive direc-
tor of the N.D. Catholic Conference, the 
offi  cial liaison for the dioceses of Fargo 
and Bismarck in matters of public 
policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Putting into practice the genuine
meaning of politics

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

This Could  
Be You! 

Contact Jon for 
Career Opportunities

Wayne Cherney, FIC, LUTCF 
Devils Lake  

701-662-4420  
701-739-8143 

wayne.cherney@kofc.org  

Sam Owan, FIC 
Williston/Minot  
701-609-1918  

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Joel Herman, FICF 
Wahpeton, Jamestown  

701-219-5847 
joel.herman@kofc.org 

Don Willey, FIC 
Bismarck  

701-202-9089  
don.willey@kofc.org

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Jamison Fettig 
Napoleon  

701-325-0712  
jamison.fettig@kofc.org

Our signature product. Insure your life for life.

Affordable protection for temporary needs.

Retirement income you can count on. Guaranteed.

Protect your assets. Get quality care. Prepare for the future.

Receive an income even when you are sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

* As of 01/2021, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance 

Retirement Annuities 
Term Life Insurance 

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products  
backed by our highly-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

A Portfolio of Protection 

Jon Beebe 
General Agent 

(605) 882-8689 
jon.beebe@kofc.org 

www.kofcbeebeagency.com

Beebe_Feb 2021_C.qxp_Beebe_Feb 2021_C  2/15/22  8:40 AM  Page 1

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. Email the victim assistance coordinator, 
Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defi ned 
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing 
eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct 
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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Monsignor Jeffrey Wald Memorial

July 18 at 7 pm
McDowell Activity Center

University of Mary

Open to the public

Hosted and Sponsored by

Slam Dunk for Our Schools

for  Life.

Free will offering at the door. All proceeds, 
including a victor’s purse supplied by the 

University of Mary, go toward Catholic 
education in the winning team’s diocese.

Cheer on our clergy as the Diocese of Bismarck and the
Diocese of Fargo go head-to-head in a winner-takes-all basketball game.

BISMARCK vs FARGO 

Become A Seven Sister
  •  One holy hour
  •  one priest
  •  each week
  •  one heart of prayer

Interested in more information or
willing to join a Seven Sisters Apostolate 
group to pray for a diocesan priest or 
Bishop Kagan? Send an email to
sevensistersbismarck@gmail.com or
call Kathy at 701-389-2253.
More information on the Seven
Sisters Apostolate can be found at
sevensistersapostolate.org. 

Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

8th Annual
Seminarian Scholarship

Golf Tournament

Check-in at
Noon-1 p.m.
Shotgun start
at 1 p.m.
Team registration
deadline June 16.

Cost $500/team,
$125/person,
lunch and dinner
are provided.

For more information
and to register go to

cfwnd.org/golf
or contact

Ron Schatz at 701-204-7202 or 
Mike Bichler at 701-471-0985

Catholic
Foundation
of Western
North Dakota
cfwnd.org

Monday, June 20
Prairie West Golf Course, Mandan

Pictured are the 2021 winning team Nick Nustad, Troy Ressler 
and Mike Bichler (Trenton Schwerr not pictured) with the 

Bismarck Diocese seminarians in attendence (in the red shirts) 
and Fr. Jordan Dosch, diocese vocations director.
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