
By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

When someone thinks of the 
needs of the poor, essentials 
like food and housing come to 
mind. We might not think about 
something as simple as sleeping in 
a good bed.

Many children enrolled at the 
St. Bernard’s Mission School in 
Fort Yates have never slept on 
a bed with a mattress of their 
own; many sleep on the fl oor or 
in shared beds. In response, the 
Knights of Columbus councils 
from the eight Bismarck-Mandan 
parishes, as well as the University 
of Mary, have committed to 
providing beds for 50 children 
associated with the Catholic Indian 
Mission and grade school there.

How it began
Last year, Cathedral Knights 

of Columbus Grand Knight John 
Berger was intrigued by a service 
project related to the South 
Dakota Knights of Columbus 
eff orts surrounding the cause for 
canonization for Nicholas William 
Black Elk, Sr. The local knights 
there have a service project 
related to this cause in which they 
constructed beds for children on 
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. 

The S.D. Knights encouraged 
Berger to join the eff ort, instead, 
he thought it might make more 
sense to imitate this charitable 
work closer to home. That 
prompted him to contact 
Msgr. Chad Gion, pastor of the 
parishes on the Standing Rock 
Reservation, the Catholic Indian 

Mission and St. Bernard Mission 
School. Monsignor Gion noted 
the great need for beds for the 
children there. 

Put into motion, the project 
began with Berger calling upon 
some of his fellow Knights, friends 
and local businesses for the 
lumber, bedding and anyone who 
could run a saw. Many Knights 
pitched in including workspace 

at The Painters, mattresses 
from I. Keating Furniture and 
bedding from Kohl’s department 
stores. Other groups have also 
contributed after hearing about 
the project, including the quilting 
ladies of Bismarck’s Corpus Christi 
Parish.

From these eff orts, the “Now 
I Lay Me Down to Sleep” project 

Graveside pilgrimage
A large group of pilgrims visited Michelle 
Duppong’s gravesite drawing upon the 
power of redemptive su� ering ... Page 3
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Rosary making classes
Learn how to join the e� orts of a local 
rosary makers group by taking classes 
o� ered this fall .............................Page 6
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A LOOK INSIDE 

Knights of Columbus build 
beds for children in need

Photos by Deacon Joe Krupinsky 
A group of Knights pitched in to build beds for children on the Standing Rock Reservation.

Now I lay me down to sleep
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This month of October gives all 
of us an opportunity to refl ect on 
God’s infi nite mercy and goodness. 
I say this because October is 
dedicated as the month of the Holy 
Rosary and Respect Life Month.

Throughout this month, the 
Church not only reminds us of the 
real power of praying daily the 
Holy Rosary but also reminds us 
that Our Blessed Mother is our 
most powerful intercessor with 
her Son for the cause of life. We 
have seen fi rsthand how Mary 
has stood with us praying for the 
overturning of the terrible Roe 

v. Wade decision and how her 
Son answered her prayers on 
our behalf. Jesus did so on the 
Solemnity of His Most Sacred 
Heart, the Heart which was 
pierced for us and from which all 
graces fl ow.

We must be grateful to the Lord 
for His mercy and goodness. The 
best way to express our gratitude 
is in prayer and then acting 
on what we have prayed for in 
thanksgiving. Use the Holy Rosary 
as that prayer either privately 
or publicly. It is an excellent 
meditation on the life of Jesus 
as seen through the eyes of His 
Mother. It is an excellent way to 
understand and to imitate Mary’s 
profound faith in and love for 
God’s will which became incarnate 
in her womb in her Divine Son, 
Jesus. Then understand and 
imitate her life of faithfully 
following Jesus from His birth to 
His ascension to the Father.

This is why I said that we must 
act on what we have prayed for 
in thanksgiving. It is truly clear 
that Satan and his disciples who 
so hatefully and violently seek to 
keep abortion alive in our nation 
will not go quietly. It is for us to 
love them in spite of their words 
and actions, just as Our Blessed 
Mother loved those who murdered 
her Son. It is for us to continue to 

speak the truth about human life 
and dignity just as Our Blessed 
Mother continued to love those 
who persecuted and humiliated 
her Son.

Finally, we must listen to Jesus 
and obey Him when He taught us 
that what we do for or fail to do for 
the least of His brethren, we have 
done or failed to do for Him (Mt 
25: 31-46).

Dear brothers and sisters, let us 

pray the Holy Rosary daily with 
humble devotion and let us pray 
it with two intentions: that those 
who promote abortion will listen 
to the Holy Spirit speaking to their 
conscience and be converted from 
sin to life; and that all who love 
life will continue to speak and 
act in imitation of Jesus and His 
Holy Mother to foster and protect 
human life and dignity. 

Bishop  David D. Kagan
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Refl ecting on God’s infi nite mercy and goodness 
FROM THE BISHOP

Bishop David D. Kagan

BISHOP IN ACTION

Staff  photo
Bishop Kagan is off ering his weekly video blog “Faith Matters.” In the videos, he discusses 
various topics and provides inspirational messages for the faithful. Check the diocese 
YouTube and Facebook pages each Wednesday for a new video release.

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 22

Oct. 2 • Confi rmation at Church of St. 
Joseph, Williston, 1:30 p.m.

Oct. 3 • Red Mass, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 6 p.m.

Oct. 4 • Renaming and Dedication 
of the St. Gianna School of 
Health Sciences, University 
of Mary, Bismarck, 4 p.m.

Oct. 5 • Women’s Care Center Luxury 
Bingo, Sixteen03 Main 
Events, Bismarck, 6 p.m.

Oct. 6-8 • Ecumenical Dialogue, Zoom 
meeting

Oct. 9 • Confi rmation at Church of 
St. John the Apostle, Minot, 
10:30 a.m.

Oct. 9 • Confi rmation at Church of 
Our Lady of Grace, Minot, 
12:30 a.m.

Oct. 14 • Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, 
Bismarck, 10 a.m.

Oct. 14 • Permanent Diaconate 
Ordination, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 2 p.m.

Oct. 15 • Mass of Healing and 
Reconciliation at St. 
Anthony, Mandaree, 11 a.m.

Oct. 16 • Confi rmation at Church of 
Corpus Christi, Bismarck, 
2 p.m.

Oct. 17 • White Mass, Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit, Bismarck, 
5:30 p.m.

Oct. 19 • Catholic Education 
Convocation, St. Mary’s 
Central High School, 
Bismarck

Oct. 23 • Confi rmation at Church of 
Sacred Heart, Scranton, 
10:30 a.m. MT

Oct. 25 • Tribunal Annual Meeting, 
Bismarck Hotel and 
Conference Center, Bismarck, 
12 p.m.

Oct. 29 • Mass for the Diocesan Youth 
Conference, Trinity High 
School, Dickinson, 
10 a.m. MT

Oct. 30 • Confi rmation at Church of 
Queen of Peace, Dickinson, 
11 a.m. MT

1. What traditional meal was Jesus celebrating with His Apostles 
the night he was betrayed?  

 A.  Sukkot B.  Passover
 C.  Sabbath D.  Hanukkah
2. Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus, but what did he receive from the 

Pharisees for his betrayal of Christ?
 A.  Freedom from persecution B.  20 pieces of gold
 C.  30 pieces of silver D.  10 Roman coins
3. What does the cincture a priest wears during Mass symbolize?
 A.  Chastity B.  Holiness
 C.  Poverty D.  Fortitude
4. What are the 4th, 5th, and 6th words of the prayer Hail, Holy 

Queen?
 A.  Gracious Virgin Mary B.  Full of Grace
 C.  Mother of God D.  Mother of Mercy
5.   Which of the Eucharistic prayers is known as the Roman 

Canon?
 A.  1 B.  2
 C.  3 D.  4 

Answers: 1. B; 2. C; 3. A; 4. D; 5. A

Know Your Faith

rivia

Holy Father’s Prayer 
Intentions for October

For a Church open to everyone
We pray for the Church; ever faithful 
to, and courageous in preaching 
the Gospel, may the Church be a 
community of solidarity, fraternity 
and welcome, always living in an 
atmosphere of synodality.
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By Barbara Johnson
Parishioner at Little Flower, Minot

“Take her to the grave.” This is the thought 
that popped into my head as I opened the 
August 2022 edition of the Dakota Catholic 
Action. On the cover was the beautiful 
picture of Michelle Duppong with a headline 
announcing that Bishop Kagan had opened the 
cause for Michelle’s canonization. I stared at 
her radiant face and prayed, “St. Michelle, pray 
for Joan.”

I have been praying for Joan for over a 
year now. Joan, a young wife and mother of 
two small children, had been diagnosed with 
an aggressive form of breast cancer. She had 
been doing well with treatments until recently 
when cancer was discovered in her brain. I 
felt sad and disappointed. My prayers became 
desperate: “Lord, the world needs holy families 
to light the way. Little children need both of 
their parents to raise them in this crazy world. 
Joan needs a miracle! The world needs a 
miracle! Please, Lord it is so easy for You! All 
You have to do is will it! Say the word and it 
will be so. But not my will, Your will be done.”

“Take her to the grave.” Is this from You, 
God? I felt like Naaman’s wife’s servant girl 
who told Naaman to go see the prophet Elisha 
(2 Kings 5:1-19). Seeking guidance, I called 
our parish priest at St. Therese, Church of the 
Little Flower in Minot, Fr. Ken Phillips, to see 
if we should make a pilgrimage. I figured if he 
said no, it wasn’t from God. He first asked me 
to speak with Joan to get her permission. I told 
Joan and her husband, Gabe, of the inspiration 
I had received. “You need a miracle and so 
does Michelle. Would you be up for a little 
pilgrimage?” I asked. They were open to the 
idea, so I asked Joan if she would like to make 
a private pilgrimage or open it up to the parish. 
Her response was, “The more the merrier!”

Never did I think Joan’s response would 
turn out to be 100 people joining us, including 
three other Minot residents with cancer in 
need of healing. But when God has His hand on 
something, I have learned to hang on because 
it will always be beyond anything I could have 
imagined on my own. The Holy Spirit was 
moving people and I could only watch in awe! 
We picked Aug. 28, a date that worked for 
all the cancer patients who were in-between 
treatments, and everything was set into motion 
at warp speed.

After making arrangements with Michelle’s 
parents, Ken and Mary Ann, and obtaining use 
of the bus from Bishop Ryan Catholic School, 
the pilgrims loaded the bus after the 10 a.m. 

Mass. On the way, we prayed the rosary, asking 
our Blessed Mother’s intercession for the sick. 
We stopped at St. Martin’s Church in Hazen, 
where we met up with other pilgrims in their 
cars. Imagine our surprise about 45 minutes 
later when we came over the top of the hill on 
a narrow dusty road to see the cemetery filled 
with more pilgrims, including the University 
of Mary FOCUS group, who had been making 
a retreat that weekend in Haymarsh. Seeing so 
many people and experiencing the peace that 
filled the cemetery was amazing! 

We gathered around Michelle’s grave to 
hear Mary Ann’s inspiring message about 
surrendering to God’s will, the power of 
redemptive suffering and the importance 
of striving for heaven no matter what the 
cost. We joined Fr. Phillips in praying the 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and asking Michelle’s 
intercession for the healing of Joan, Linda, 
Ron and Suzanne, and strength for their family 
members. During the prayer service, Ken and 
Mary Ann graciously allowed the sick to wear 
the blessed brown scapular that Michelle 
wore prior to her death. The prayer service 
concluded with the sacrament of the anointing 
of the sick being given to the four battling 
cancer and a prayer of thanksgiving to God for 
His mercy and the acceptance of His will.

It seemed as if no one really wanted to 
leave this holy place filled with such faith and 
solidarity, but eventually, the pilgrims joined 
the Duppong family at their home to share 
stories of Michelle’s life and our Catholic faith. 
This pilgrimage was filled with hope and peace. 
We continue to ask Michelle’s intercession and 
wait in joyful hope that God knows best how to 
answer our prayers. 

Thy will be done
Pilgrimage to Michelle Duppong’s gravesite

Photos by Lucas DeMers, Lucas Lloyd Productions, LLC
A large group of pilgrims at Michelle Duppong’s gravesite on Aug. 28.

Father Ken Phillips administered the sacrament of the 
healing of the sick to the four people in attendance who 
are battling cancer, (seated l-r) Ron, Suzanne and Joan.

Pilgrim Joan, her husband, Gabe, and two young children 
at Michelle’s grave headstone.

  

NEWS BRIEFS
Two to be ordained 
permanent deacons

Two men 
are currently 
completing 
formation in 
the permanent 
diaconate 
program and 
are scheduled 
to be ordained 
on Friday, Oct. 
14 by Bishop 
Kagan at the 
Cathedral of 
the Holy Spirit. 
The candidates 
and their wives 
are Kevin and 
Diane Leingang 
(Spirit of Life, 
Mandan) 

and Jeff and Rita Baranick (St. 
Joseph, Beulah). These men 
are the 37th class of permanent 
deacons to be ordained for the 
diocese. Please pray for these 
two men and their families as 
they prepare to serve the people 
of the diocese as permanent 
deacons. Watch for a full feature 
story highlighting these men and 
their vocation stories along with 
photos from their ordination in 
the November issue of the Dakota 
Catholic Action.      

Mystic Catholic available  
at BSC

Do you know a student 
attending Bismarck State 
College this fall? Help keep them 
connected to their faith by letting 
them know about a new student-

run campus organization called 
Mystic Catholic. Mystic Catholic 
will provide opportunities for 
students seeking a relationship 
with Jesus and hoping to develop 
friendships, ask questions and 
strengthen their faith through 
social activities, like Theology on 
Tap, with their peers. For more 
information, contact 701-335-
6332 or email MysticCatholics@
gmail.com.

National collections
Bishop Kagan recently received 

letters of appreciation for the 
2022 diocesan contributions 
to several national collections. 
In support of the Black and 
Indian Mission and through 
the generosity of the diocesan 
faithful, $22,938.44 was 

contributed to the cause that 
provides for the needs of our 
African American, Native 
American and Native Alaskan 
brothers and sisters. In another 
generous effort, the diocesan 
faithful gave $32,973.72 to the 
Catholic Relief Services for their 
Rice Bowl Program. Parishioners 
also donated $1,691.22 to the 
National Collection for the 
Archdiocese for the Military 
Services, USA. An amount of 
$3,331.98 was contributed to 
the Society of the Propagation 
of the Faith for their work with 
the Pontifical Mission Societies 
in the U.S. Finally, $36,004.35 
was issued to the 2022 Pontifical 
Good Friday Collection to be 
benefited by the Holy Land 
Christians.

Kevin Leingang

Jeff Baranick



4 | Dakota Catholic Action OCTOBER 2022

was born. The Knights organized 
three work nights in late August 
and early September to build 
headboards, footboards and side 
rails. Some Knights enlisted the 
help of their wives and children to 
help with construction. The beds 
were delivered to the reservation on 
Sept. 17.

The project is much more than 
just building a bed. It’s helping to 
build relationships among brother 
Knights as well as restore hope in 
the future of the children on the 
Standing Rock Indian Reservation.

Knight Dennis Wanner who is 
a 20+-year-member of the Saint 
Anne Council said he took part after 
hearing about it from his friend and 
brother Knight John Berger. “The 
idea of children not having a bed to 
sleep on is hard to think about when 
most of us are blessed to be able to 
provide for our families,” Dennis 
said.

He was impressed by how many 
Knights joined the eff ort and 
how well organized the project 
proceeded over the course of the 
building evenings. “We’d start the 
night with a prayer to keep everyone 
safe and our eff orts fruitful. That’s 
a very powerful thing that you don’t 

get everywhere,” Dennis said. “It’s 
fulfi lling to come together to use 
each person’s talents for a project 
like this.”

Long-time Knight of the Saint 
Anne Council, Mike Welder, said 
he got involved in the project for 
three main reasons. “This project 
fi ts in perfect with the three guiding 
principles of our order—charity, 
unity and fraternity,” Mike said. “A 
number of brother Knights using 
their individual strengths to work 
together to accomplish a goal.”

Welder has been a Knight for 
more than 50 years and he took part 
in the bed building nights mostly 
running the wood saw. “There were 
too many Knights to count coming 
together in that abiding friendship 
with brother Knights and with 
Christ.”

Contributions are welcome 
for the project by directing the 
donation to the Cathedral Knights 
of Columbus. Cash or checks 
can be placed in the off ertory at 
Cathedral, in a donation box at 
the main entrance or mailed to 
Cathedral Knights, 519 Raymond 
St., Bismarck, ND 58501. Donations 
can also be made online at 
cathedralknights.church/beds.

Knights of Columbus build beds for children in need
Continued front page

  
 Red Mass Oct. 3
The public is invited to the Red Mass 
on Monday, Oct. 3 at the Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit at 6 p.m. This Mass 
celebrates with those involved in the 
administration of justice—judges, 
attorneys, law professors, law 
students and government offi  cials. 

 Search weekend dates
Search for Christian Maturity is a 
weekend retreat experience which 
provides youth an opportunity to 
think, talk, question and dive deeper 
into their faith. The weekends 
are for any high school or college 
age person at least 15 years old. 
The program is both rooted in the 
Catholic faith and open to young 
people of any denomination or creed. 
Search weekends are held fi ve times 
throughout the year at the Badlands 
Ministries Camp just south of Medora. 
Weekends for the 2022-23 season 
are: Oct. 7-9; Nov. 18-20; Jan. 13-15; 
Feb. 24-26; and April 14-16. Find more 
information at bismarckdiocese.com/
search1.

 Healing service and Mass 
Oct. 14-15 
The parishioners and Fr. Roger 

Synek of St. Anthony in Mandaree 
invite the public to attend a healing 
service and Mass of Healing and 
Reconciliation celebrated by Bishop 
Kagan. The healing service will be 
held Friday, Oct. 14 at 6 p.m. Activities 
on Saturday, Oct. 15 include breakfast 
at 8:30 a.m. followed by a discussion 
about the “Walking Together” trip to 
Canada with the group who attended 
the events surrounding Pope Francis’ 
visit there in July. The pope was 
there to apologize to all First Nations’ 
Peoples for abuses and deaths 
suff ered by First Nations’ children 
in past centuries at the hands of 
persons serving in Canadian Catholic 
institutions and government-run 
boarding schools. The rosary will 
be prayed at 10:30 a.m. followed by 
Mass with Bishop Kagan at 11 a.m. A 
meal will be provided after Mass. For 
more information, contact Fr. Roger 
at 701-627-4423 or Bobbi Shegrud at 
701-720-3998.

 Fatima rosary rally Oct. 15 
Everyone’s invited to join the Fatima 
rosary rally on Saturday, Oct. 15 at 
noon near the grounds of the N.D. 
State Capitol building on the corner 
of 9th Street and Boulevard (in front 

of the water commission building). 
The rally includes public rosary with 
intentions, the Angelus, Litany of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Prayer of 
Total Consecration and the Divine 
Praises. The event is sponsored 
by the Bismarck-Mandan Knights 
of Columbus and the Catholic 
Daughters.

 White Mass Oct. 17 
The public is invited to attend the 
Bismarck Diocese’s annual White 
Mass, which will be held on Monday, 
Oct. 17 at 5:30 p.m. at Cathedral 
of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. The 
special Mass honors physicians and 
those involved in the medical fi eld.

 Diocesan Youth Conference 
Oct. 29
The Diocesan Youth Conference will 
be held Saturday, Oct. 29 at Trinity 
High School in Dickinson. The theme 
for this year is “Follow Me” and will 
allow attendees to dive deeper 
into Jesus’ invitation as His disciple. 
Featured keynote speakers and local 
hosts include Chris Mueller, Eric 
Gallagher, Fr. Christian Smith and 
Ed Konieczka. There will be time for 
Eucharistic adoration and confession 

as well as music by a local band. The 
conference is open to middle school 
and high school age students in 
grades 6-12. For more information, 
go to bismarckdiocese.com/
youthconference.

 Post abortion ministry 
Rachel’s Vineyard is a confi dential 
retreat for anyone struggling 
with the emotional or spiritual 
pain of an abortion. This is open 
to all individuals regardless of 
faith denominations. Register at 
bismarckdiocese.com/rachels-
vineyard-retreat or contact Carol at 
605-374-5639 or ckling@sdplains.
com for more information and dates 
of retreats.

 Marriage Encounter Weekends
A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a private weekend away 
from the distractions of daily life for 
couples in good marriages. Give your 
marriage this gift. The next available 
weekend in the region is Nov. 11-13 
in Medora. Early registration is highly 
recommended. For more information, 
visit ndwwme.org or contact Rob and 
Angie at Applications@ndwwme.org 
or 701-347-1998.

UPCOMING EVENTS

A pilgrim battling cancer, Linda, received the sacrament of the healing of the sick from 
Fr. Phillips.

Fall festivals in the Bismarck Diocese
German dinner in Mandan Oct. 8
Christ the King Church in Mandan will be hosting 
their annual German dinner, handmade quilt 
auction and fall raffl  e drawing on Saturday, Oct. 
8 in the Christ the King School gymnasium. Enjoy 
a delicious homemade German meal of cheese 
buttons, kraut nip, country style sausage, coleslaw, 
German potato salad and kuchen. All proceeds 
go to support Christ the King Church and School. 
The meal will be served from 5-7 p.m. and the quilt 
auction will begin around 6:30 p.m. The cost is $15 
for adults, $8 for children and $4 for a hotdog meal. 
Raffl  e tickets will be available to purchase that 
evening as well, with the grand prize being $2,500 
cash. All are welcome!
Parish dinner in Glen Ullin Oct. 9
Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Glen Ullin will be 
hosting a parish dinner on Sunday, Oct. 9 at the 

Sacred Heart Parish Center from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. CST. They are serving turkey and roast beef 
and all the trimmings. The dinner is a free will 
off ering. There will be children’s games, bingo, 
Chinese auction and a cake walk. 
St. Katherine fall festival Oct. 9
St. Katherine in Braddock will be holding their 
annual fall festival on Sunday, Oct. 9 in the church 
basement from 4:30-6:30 p.m. The meal consists of 
chipped beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, hamburger 
rice, coleslaw, carrots, relishes, homemade buns 
and pie. There will be a silent auction, raffl  e prizes 
and bingo at the Braddock Community Hall 
starting at 5:30 p.m.
St. Theresa Octoberfest Oct. 16 
The Church of St. Theresa in Carson has their 
annual Octoberfest on Sunday, Oct. 16 from 11 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. MT at the Grant County Fair building. The 
menu off ers fl eischkuechle, strudel, sausage, kraut 
nip, German potato salad, glorifi ed rice, knoephla 
soup, borscht soup, coleslaw, kuchen, blachenda. 
Cost is $12 for adults, $6 for children ages 4-12 and 
free for children ages 3 and under. There will also 
be bingo, midway booth, kid’s games, raffl  e and 
silent auction.
Fall dinner in Minot Oct. 30
St. John the Apostle in Minot is hosting a fall 
dinner on Sunday, Oct. 30 from 11a.m. - 4 p.m. 
in the parish hall. The menu includes roast beef, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, corn, coleslaw, rolls, 
special pumpkin dessert, coff ee and milk. Gluten-
free options are available upon request. Take out 
dinners are also available. Cost is $15 for adults and 
$8 for children. There will also be a craft and bake 
sale. 
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By LeAnn Eckroth
DCA Writer

In the sixth feature of “A Day in 
the life of a Sister” series, Sr. Ivo 
Schoch shares her faith journey 
with the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame (SSND).

Sister Ivo attributes her loving 
parents, Jerome and Emma 
(Binstock) Schoch, for raising 14 
children in the Catholic faith and 
her SSND teachers in both grade 
school and high school for leading 
her to the call of religious life.

The family farmed between 
Schefi eld and New England, N.D. 
where she garnered a strong work 
ethic and prayer life. With fi ve 
brothers and eight sisters, she 
learned how to interact and live 
with others. She milked cows 
by hand, fed chickens, hoed the 
garden, shocked grain, cooked 
and baked, along with many other 
daily chores.

Sister Ivo celebrated her 62nd 
year as a School Sister of Notre 
Dame, an order that has been 
ministering in the Diocese of 
Bismarck for more than 100 years. 
The SSND’s deep emphasis on 
education drew her to join them. 
Sister Ivo’s current ministry is 
parish outreach at the Church of 
Corpus Christi in Bismarck. 
How did you begin to hear the 
call to religious life?

As early as fourth grade, I heard 
that voice within, “Be a sister!” 
Sister Aquiline had asked that we 
share what we hoped to be when 
we grew up. Without hesitation, 
I declared, “I am going to be a 
sister!”

The goodness and happiness of 
Sr. Emma Buresh, my sixth-grade 
teacher most inspired me and 
infl uenced my decision. I observed 
that besides being happy, Sr. 
Emma liked being who she was. 
My eighth-grade teacher thought 
my personality and conduct were 
much too “vibrant” to be a sister. 
But the “tangle of voices” prodded 
me to keep thinking, praying and 
discerning.

Today I want to say to young 
girls, “Have you thought about 
being a sister?” Or to fourth and 
fi fth graders, “It’s not too early to 
pay attention to how God might be 
calling you.”
When did you make your final 
vows?

I made my fi rst vows in 1960, 
and my fi nal vows in 1966, all in 
our motherhouse chapel at Good 
Counsel in Minnesota. During 
the pandemic of 2020, my class 
and I celebrated our 60th jubilee 
virtually. This summer, in our 
historic chapel, I attended the 
jubilee celebration of 29 of our 
sisters celebrating 75, 70, 60, 50 
and 25 years of religious life.
What is your typical day like?

After rising for prayer at 5:30 
a.m., I am dressed for work by 7 
and I do more prayer while I am 
walking; then start work for the 
parish by 8 a.m.

Waking up rested, I welcome 
with gratitude the new day God 
has given me and, in ending my 
day, I journal in gratitude for the 
ways God touched my life through 
the people I encountered.

As SSND, we are faithful 
to praying lauds and vespers, 
morning and evening prayers 
of the Church. Daily meditation 

and quiet are important to me. 
I appreciate attending Mass at 
Corpus Christi parish where I have 
been ministering for 38 years. 
When a sister’s funeral is held in 
our provincial house in Mankato, 
it is wonderful to celebrate her life 
with our community via Zoom. 

Since the pandemic, I join, 
daily, a community in London 
using the “Pray as You Go” app, 
listening to the readings of the 
day followed by a refl ection on the 
Gospel. Also, weekly, via Zoom, 
I take the opportunity to sit in 
contemplation for 20 minutes with 
SSND across the U.S.

Doing an annual retreat and 
having spiritual direction have 
helped nourish and sustain my 
vocation. Exercise is an important 
part of my day. And in the life 
of every sister there is cooking, 
cleaning, laundry and shopping.
What is your current ministry?

Currently, my work is to 
minister to the sick and dying—
assisting with wake services and at 
funerals and working with grieving 
families. I facilitate grief support 
groups through LOTUS (Looking 
Onward to Understanding and 
Serenity).

I visit parishioners who are 
homebound, in nursing homes 
or hospitalized to lend a listening 
ear, pray with them and bring 
Communion. I often assist with 
Communion services and pray the 
rosary at nursing homes. Other 
supportive services to our people 
are connecting with them via 
phone, sending a card, delivering 
prayer shawls, Corpus Christi’s 
clinging crosses and seasonal 
gifts from the parish. I also enjoy 
serving at “The Banquet”— the 
local non-profi t organization 
feeding the hungry. Sometimes 
people come visit me at the offi  ce.

What is most important to me 
is to let our people know that the 
Church is here for them. We at 
Corpus Christi want to be part of 
people’s lives. Wherever we are, 
we need to be with people not only 
in their joys, but in their burdens, 
suff ering and needs.

I hold a bachelor’s in education, 
a master’s in pastoral ministry and 
certifi cation in grief counseling 
and support services. The fi rst 
two decades as an SSND, I served 
as teacher and administrator in 
the Catholic school systems in 
North Dakota, South Dakota and 
Minnesota. A highlight of my 
teaching career was at Saint Anne 
School in Bismarck from 1966-
74. Later, I served as community 
leader at our provincial house in 
Minnesota.
What is the application process 
like for the community?

Discernment is key to fi nding 
whether a woman has a calling to 
religious life. This occurs through 
personal and communal prayer, 
spiritual direction, celebrations, 
ministry opportunities and other 
gatherings where professed sisters 
share their life’s journey. Usually, 
a woman is between the ages of 18 
and 45.

She is encouraged to visit 
several diff erent congregations 
to learn about the varied 
congregational charisms and see 
which resonates with her call. 
When she has come to know the 
SSND and feels called to take the 
fi rst step of commitment, she 

applies to be an affi  liate—a period 
lasting between six to 18 months. 
This is a time to further acquaint 
herself with the SSND life through 
a vocation director.

Postulancy follows, ordinarily 
a period of two years, where 
the postulant continues her 
discernment through life in 
community, prayer, study and 
ministry. Novitiate follows 
with two years at our one 
congregational novitiate in Rome. 
During this time, she has the 
opportunity to deepen her prayer 
life and experience intercultural 
community living in preparation 
for temporary profession. After 
completing the time of temporary 
vows and through mutual 
dialogue and discernment to a 
life commitment as an SSND, 
the woman is invited to profess 
perpetual vows.
What is the apostolate for the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame?

We minister in formal 
education, and we are retreat 
and spiritual directors, youth 
and pastoral ministers, grief 
counselors, doctors, lawyers, 
artists, companions to prisoners, 
the homeless, immigrants/
refugees, to Native Americans 
and Latinos, advocates for others 
marginalized and much more. 
For us, education means enabling 
people to reach the fullness of 
their potential as individuals 
created in God’s image and 
assisting them to share their gifts 
for the well-being of all.
How would you describe 
religious life for you?

I receive so much more than I 
give in grace and friendship. As 
an apostolic woman, religious life 
for me is to daily choose to live a 
“vocation choice,” that is to live my 
vows faithfully and generously and 
our SSND constitutions, and to do 
so in the spirit of our foundress, 
Blessed Mary Theresa of Jesus 
Gerhardinger.

Our congregational charism is 
“to make one”—to be about unity. 
I want to be Jesus personifi ed 
who others meet and experience. 
I want, as a School Sister of Notre 
Dame, to have made a diff erence!
What do you do for fun?

I am a person who has many 
likes. Having taught the president 
of the Minnesota Twins, Dave 
St. Peter, at Saint Anne School 
in Bismarck, I recently enjoyed a 
Twins game in St. Paul. I treasure 
nature, fi nding God as I walk 
outdoors or as I exercise with 
others at the YMCA.

I love coff ee times, parties and 
gatherings, be they with my SSND 
sisters, family or friends. I relish 
being around supportive, positive 
people who enjoy visiting in a 
sharing/listening exchange. I love 
Sudoku, other brain games, and 
reading as I believe these are helps 

to keep me mentally alert. Doing 
something new, diff erent and 
creative always gives me renewed 
energy and new life. To sum it 
up—God, people and leisure make 
up my day!
Is it rewarding to be a sister?

Absolutely! I am so blessed, so 
privileged to be a member of an 
international congregation. My life 
has been enriched by relationships 
and connections with God, 
SSND, family, friends, ministry, 
opportunities and experiences, all 
sources of nourishment and grace 
that have helped me respond to 
the many calls to follow Jesus’ 
mission in bringing God’s love 
wherever I have lived and served. I 
like being a sister and I am happy. 
I know I have chosen well.

I am so pleased that my 
congregation has made the 
commitment to the Laudato Si’ 
Action Platform, an initiative 
by Pope Francis to the entire 
Catholic Church to engage all 
sectors of the global Catholic 
Church in a seven-year journey to 
global sustainability and spiritual 
conversion. 

Currently, 2,000 vowed SSND 
minister on fi ve continents and in 
30 countries. Our congregation 
was founded in 1833 in Germany. 
Just 14 years later, our foundress 
brought sisters to the United 
States. I entered the congregation 
in Mankato, Minn. where our 
sisters came to minister as early as 
1865. The fi rst SSND arrived in the 
Bismarck Diocese in 1917 where 
hundreds have ministered these 
past 105 years. Though there was 
never a convent established here, 
65 young women from our diocese 
became a School Sister of Notre 
Dame.
Other SSND sisters ministering in 
the diocese

Sister Ivo’s sibling, Sr. Ann, 
is also an SSND and does 
outreach to Native Americans 
hospitalized and in nursing homes 
in Billings, Mont. Also residing 
and ministering in Bismarck is 
Sr. Karen Warren. In addition, 
three SSNDs—Sr. Annette 
Dobitz, Sr. Gladys Reisenauer 
and Sr. Rosemarie Dvorak—live 
and minister in education and 
healthcare in Dickinson. 

For more information about 
SSND visit www.ssnd.org or www.
gerhardinger.org.

Sister Ivo’s sibling, Sr. Ann (left), is also 
an SSND and does outreach to Native 
Americans hospitalized and in nursing 
homes in Billings, Mont.

Part of Sr. Ivo’s ministry is visiting parishioners who are homebound, in nursing homes or 
hospitalized to lend a listening ear, pray with them and bring Communion.

Day in the Life of a Sister
School Sisters of Notre Dame have ministered in the diocese for more than 100 years
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Sr. Cerella  
Sister Cerella Baumgartner 

was born in 
Strasburg, 
and, in 1952, 
she made first 
profession 
with the School 
Sisters of 
Notre Dame 
in Mankato, 
Minn. That 
same year, she 
began her ministry, teaching in 
Minnesota until 1953. For the 
next six years, she taught at St. 
Pius in N.D., and from 1959 to 
1961 in South Dakota. She then 
went to teach in Washington 
state from 1961 to 1965. During 
this time, she earned a bachelor’s 
degree in education from Mount 
Mary College (now University), 
Milwaukee. Throughout the 
mid-1960s to the early 1970s, 
she served in Minnesota schools. 
She then taught for one year in 
Milwaukee before serving as 
administrator at Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, Mankato. She 
returned to Milwaukee from 1975 
to 1976. She taught in Minnesota 
for seven years, before returning 
to Milwaukee in 1983. She came 
back to Mankato in 1996, where 
she served as coordinator of 
hospitality at Good Counsel 
Education Center before serving as 
a tutor at Good Counsel Reading 
Center. Sister Cerella served as 
transportation coordinator from 
1997 to 2006 and currently resides 
at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
engaged in community service.

Sister Mary Myles
Sister Mary Myles Schwahn was 

a native of Strasburg and, in 1952, 
she made first profession with 
the School Sisters of Notre Dame 
in Mankato, Minn. She spent 
the early years of her ministry 
teaching in North Dakota schools, 

including St. Mary, New England 
from 1953 to 1957; St. Wenceslaus, 
Dickinson from 1957 to 1962; and 
Saint Anne, Bismarck from 1962 
to 1966. During her early ministry 
years, she received a bachelor’s 
degree in 
education from 
Mount Mary 
College (now 
University), 
Milwaukee. 
From 1966 to 
1967, she taught 
in Montana 
before returning 
to Bismarck/
Mandan where she taught and 
served as administrator at St. 
Joseph until 1969. She then went 
to Minnesota, where she taught for 
five years. It was during this time 
that she received a master’s degree 
in religious education from Fort 
Wright College, Spokane, Wash. 
Beginning in 1974, she taught 
religious education for five years 
at St. Joseph, Mandan, and then 
for five years at Our Lady of Grace, 
Minot. She spent one year as a 
student at Gonzaga University, 
Spokane, Wash., before serving in 
pastoral ministry for three years 
in South Dakota. From 1988 to 
2002, she served at parishes in 
Orient, S.D. She then moved to 
Minnesota, ministering at parishes 
there until 2013. Sister Mary 
Myles was engaged in community 
service from 2013 to 2018. She 
passed away on April 26, 2022, 
and is buried at Our Lady of Good 
Council Cemetery, Mankato.

Sr. Gloria 
Sister Gloria Degele is originally 

from Dickinson, and, in 1962, 
made first profession with the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame in 
Mankato, Minn. Beginning in 
1964, Sr. Gloria devoted her early 
ministry years to homemaking 
and housekeeping. She served 

at St. Mary, New England and in 
Minnesota parishes. Beginning in 
1976, she served as a beautician in 
Minnesota until 
1990. From 
1990 to 1992, 
she studied 
textile arts at 
Minneapolis 
Technical 
College and 
then was an 
upholsterer 
from 1992 to 
1995. She then 
ministered to the elderly through 
Sisters Care, St. Paul for 12 years. 
Sister Gloria currently resides 
in St. Paul engaged in volunteer 
ministry.

Sr. Lavonne 
Sister Lavonne Krebs is 

originally from 
New England, 
and, in 1972, 
professed first 
vows with 
the Sisters of 
Notre Dame in 
Mankato, Minn. 
After profession, 
she served 
as a clerical 
staff member 
at Our Lady of Good Counsel 
Academy, Mankato. She received a 
bachelor’s degree in mathematics 
from Mount Mary College (now 
University), Milwaukee in 1974. 
Starting in 1975, Sr. Lavonne 
spent the next 33 years teaching 
in Minnesota schools. In 2008, 
she went to Rome where she was 
engaged in community service at 
the Generalate for six years. After 
returning to the U.S., Sr. Lavonne 
was engaged in community service 
at Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Mankato for one year and then 
was a member of the support 
staff at Catholic Health Initiative-
Riverview, Fargo, from 2016 to 

2019. Currently, Sr. Lavonne is 
serving as a volunteer throughout 
various locations in the School 
Sisters of Notre Dame Central 
Pacific Province.

Sr. Faith
Sister Faith Wanner is originally 

from Dickinson, and, in 1972, 
made first profession with the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame 
in Mankato, 
Minn. In 1973, 
she received 
a bachelor’s 
degree in 
history from 
Mount Mary 
College (now 
University), 
Milwaukee and 
then taught 
at St. Francis de Sales, St. Paul, 
Minn., for two years. From there, 
Sr. Faith went to St. Michael, 
Minn., teaching there until 1978 
when she moved to Iowa, teaching 
for one year. She then returned 
to her home state and spent the 
next five years teaching at St. 
Mary’s High School, New England. 
In 1984, she received a master’s 
degree in library science from 
Spalding University, Louisville, 
Ky. Sister Faith then served as a 
librarian at a school in Minnesota 
for three years. She then went to 
St. Mary’s Central High School, 
Bismarck, where she was a 
librarian from 1987 to 2000 and 
an administrative assistant from 
2000 to 2002. After earning an 
advanced library science degree 
online from the University of 
North Texas, Denton, Sr. Faith 
served as librarian and head of 
technical services at Dickinson 
State University, Dickinson, for 
11 years. Since 2014, she has 
been in Fargo, where she has 
been a support staff member 
at Catholic Health Initiative 
Riverview Place, and currently is 
a test administrator at Pearson 
Professional Center.

We honor and celebrate the years of religious profession of the sisters and brothers who live 
and serve here and those who live elsewhere and have ties to the diocese. Join us in prayer 
and thanksgiving for all who have dedicated their lives in service to God’s people.

Sister Cerella
Sister Mary Myles

Sister Gloria

Sister Lavonne

Sister Faith

60th Jubilee

50th Jubilee

70th Jubilee

Saint John Bosco is quoted, “Do you want to 
do a holy thing? Teach the young!”  

The goal of the local rosary makers group is 
to do that by placing a rosary in the hands of 
Catholic children anywhere in the world.  

Over the years, the group members 
have connected with different people and 
organizations, such as school principals, 
priests, religious and educators responsible 
for Catholic education. These connections 
have helped the group distribute rosaries 
throughout the country and 20 percent of 
their rosaries are sent overseas to countries of 
various origins.  

In a recent email, the Superintendent of 
Hawaii Catholic Schools, based in Kaneohe, 
thanked the local rosary making group after 
arranging a shipment. He wrote, “Maholo 
(thank you) … Your rosaries were well received 
and greatly appreciated by our schools! They 
are the perfect reminders of our Catholic 
identity and our treasured prayers. It would be 
an honor and pleasure to accept your offer and 
distribute those rosaries to our schools! You 
and your group in North Dakota have touched 
the lives of many people thousands of miles 
away here in Hawaii, and I shall never forget 
your kindness and generosity! You are all 
angels of the Lord, and we are blessed by your 
ministry!”

Learn how to make rosaries
A major part of the group’s mission over 

the years is to help hand down the knowledge 
of how to craft beautiful rosaries so that 
others could join the holy work. In the April 
issue of the Dakota Catholic Action (available 
at bismarckdiocese.com/dca), a history of 
the efforts of the rosary makers group was 
published, as well as an invitation to join those 
efforts. 

Everyone is welcome to come and spend an 
evening learning how to make rosaries with 
the group at the Church of Saint Anne parish 
hall in Bismarck or take that knowledge back 
home to their parish and start a rosary making 
group. Both afternoon and evening classes are 
available for convenience of busy schedules.

Class dates
The six class dates offered are: Friday, Oct. 

14 at 7 p.m.; Monday, Oct. 17 at 2 p.m.; Friday, 
Oct. 21 at 7 p.m.; Monday, Oct. 24 at 2 p.m.; 
Friday, Nov. 4 at 7 p.m.; and Monday, Nov. 7 at 
2 p.m.   

Those interested should call Don Lucas at 
223-8526.

At each class, a discussion will take place 
about the single most important item: setting 
up a rosary table in each parish. Upon leaving 
class, participants will take more starter 

rosaries and instructions to supplement their 
efforts. Each person will depart with rosary 
materials in hand, contact lists for places to 
send rosaries and the ability to make and ship 
rosaries.                 

The group at the Church of Saint Anne in 
Bismarck has been making rosaries for almost 
20 years. Group coordinator, Don Lucas said, 
“We have avid supporters who continue to 
make them, people who will help one another 
when assistance is needed and many people 
who can’t help but think often about the 
children of our world who need a rosary and 
those who will help teach them to pray. Each 
thought centers on the goodness of people 
always remembering a single phrase, ‘As you 
did it for one of the least of mine, you did it for 
me.’”

— Staff report

Rosary making group offering classes
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“� ank You for your
generous support of the

2022 God’s Share 
Appeal.”

DEANERY 1 - BISMARCK AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

Ascension, Bismarck $135,345.00  $148,065.50   48% 46%
Cathedral, Bismarck $250,512.00  $398,669.00  42% 41%
Corpus Christi, Bismarck $264,833.00  $294,523.50 36% 34%
Saint Anne, Bismarck $170,215.00  $195,936.72 48% 41%
St. Mary, Bismarck $156,864.00  $141,941.81 37% 36%
St. Hildegard, Menoken $27,509.00  $30,390.00  53% 52%
St. Bonaventure, Underwood $13,921.00  $8,822.00 50% 50%
Sacred Heart, Wilton $13,970.00  $12,232.00  47% 46%
St. Catherine, Turtle Lake $7,167.00  $7,445.00  68% 68%
St. Edwin, Washburn $13,809.00  $11,440.00  42% 40%
St. Mary, Hague $8,755.00  $9,340.00  43% 43%
St. Paul, Hazelton $8,104.00  $11,655.00  64% 64%
St. Anthony, Linton $46,428.00  $40,567.50  50% 50%
St. Michael, Linton $6,171.00  $14,245.00  100% 100%
Sts. Peter & Paul, Strasburg $21,441.00  $19,208.00  63% 62%
St. Katherine, Braddock $7,378.00  $3,670.00  26% 26%

If you have not yet made your donation to the
2022 God’s Share Appeal but would still like to

support Bishop Kagan’s ministry, you may do so by 
sending your donation to: 

God’s Share Appeal, PO Box 1137,
Bismarck, ND 58502-1137

or by clicking on the “Gifting Opportunities” tab
at bismarckdiocese.com.

A Special Thank You to our Parish Leadership
Priests, secretaries, and all the individual volunteers who 
gave so freely of their time and talent to  make the annual 

God’s Share Appeal a huge success.

2022 God’s Share Appeal
“Put your gifts at the service of one another.”

— 1 Peter 4:10

DEANERY 2 - MANDAN AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Joseph, Beulah $40,662.00  $45,296.97   46% 44%
St. Theresa, Carson $10,147.00  $5,610.00 41% 41%
St. Martin, Center $12,843.00  $9,735.00 43% 41%
St. Vincent, Crown Butte $9,780.00  $11,825.00 53% 49%
St. Lawrence, Flasher $15,471.00  $14,915.00  49% 48%
St. Peter, Fort Yates $5,674.00  $3,700.00  10% 10%
Sacred Heart, Glen Ullin $26,202.00  $28,019.00  99% 73%
St. Martin, Hazen $29,302.00  $35,095.00  44% 44%
St. Martin, Huff $6,597.00  $9,130.00  67% 67%
Christ the King, Mandan $86,382.00  $92,510.72  46% 44%
St. Joseph, Mandan $106,684.00  $135,173.00  39% 36%
Spirit of Life, Mandan $120,192.00  $234,625.00  33% 32%
St. Pius, New Salem $21,651.00  $15,265.00  39% 38%
St. Gertrude, Raleigh $6,312.00  $2,692.49  60% 60%
St. Anthony, St. Anthony $7,018.00  $14,375.00  46% 46%
St. Philomena, Selfridge $2,197.00  $1,795.00  32% 32%
St. Elizabeth, Cannon Ball $174.00  $175.00  14% 14%
St. James, Porcupine $890.00  $1,020.00  20% 20%
St. Joseph, Grant County $2,714.00  $6,020.00  90% 86%
St. Mary, Almont $3,722.00  $4,340.00  83% 83%
Sacred Heart, Solen $559.00  $680.00  44% 44%
St. Ann, Hebron $13,997.00  $17,809.00  53% 49%

DEANERY 3 - DICKINSON AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. John, Beach $41,251.00  $31,042.10 72% 71%
St. Bernard, Belfi eld $40,487.00  $31,995.00 53% 52%
Queen of Peace, Dickinson $128,166.00  $109,551.80  47% 46%
St. Joseph, Dickinson $70,296.00  $76,547.00  44% 38%
St. Patrick, Dickinson $131,889.00  $78,873.52  47% 47%
St. Wenceslaus, Dickinson $94,532.00  $78,744.00  46% 43%
St. Thomas, Gladstone $4,390.00  $6,322.00 72% 72%
St. Mary, Golva $18,248.00  $12,344.13  98% 97%
St. Paul, Halliday $7,587.00  $10,960.00  66% 66%
St. Joseph, Killdeer $35,263.00  $104,364.00  61% 61%
St. Elizabeth, Lefor $8,860.00  $2,985.00  44% 44%
Sts. Peter & Paul, New Hradec $5,219.00  $4,680.00  62% 62%
St. Mary, Richardton $28,401.00  $27,922.00  42% 41%
St. Mary, South Heart $15,707.00  $19,365.50  63% 63%
St. Mary, Medora $2,761.00  $1,408.88  82% 73%
St. Stephen, Stark County $5,556.00  $6,375.00 55% 55%
St. Charles, Bowman $33,461.00  $40,352.00  48% 45%
Holy Trinity, Hettinger $19,486.00  $13,485.00  41% 41%
St. Vincent, Mott $25,536.00  $21,943.00  56% 54%
St. Mary, New England $27,212.00  $21,534.00  45% 45%
St. Henry, Regent $9,219.00  $11,080.00  65% 61%
St. John, New Leipzig $3,998.00  $4,075.00 49% 49%
St. Mary, Marmarth $1,810.00  $3,250.00  23% 23%
St. Mel, Rhame $3,253.00  $9,360.00  66% 66%
Sacred Heart, Reeder $4,650.00  $4,000.00  53% 47%
Sacred Heart, Scranton $10,458.00  $5,292.00  38% 36%

2022 God’s Share Appeal Goal: .........$3,263,100
2022 Total Commitments:  ...............  $3,612,398
Total Number of Donors:  .......................... 9,171
Figures as of September 7, 2022

DEANERY 4 - MINOT AREA
TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION

 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Nicholas, Garrison $27,699.00  $38,760.00  48% 44%
St. Mary, Foxholm $9,734.00  $12,775.00  53% 49%
St. Philomena, Glenburn $6,615.00  $9,135.00  60% 60%
St. Agnes, Kenmare $15,432.00  $8,205.00 48% 48%
Immaculate Conception, Max $6,526.00  $7,610.00  48% 48%
Little Flower, Minot $55,594.00  $53,911.50  54% 51%
Our Lady of Grace, Minot $143,069.00  $151,187.05  38% 37%
St. John, Minot $80,436.00  $74,617.63  40% 38%
St. Leo, Minot $106,140.00  $91,018.50  47% 46%
St. Jerome, Mohall $11,017.00  $14,898.00  60% 60%
St. Ann, Berthold $7,932.00  $10,060.00  77% 77%
St. John, Lansford $4,823.00  $8,175.00  48% 45%
St. James, Sherwood $10,120.00  $6,597.00  53% 53%
St. Joseph, Bowbells $5,178.00  $7,740.00  58% 58%
Sacred Heart, White Shield $1,959.00  $1,150.00  19% 19%

DEANERY 5 - WILLISTON AREA
   TOTAL RESPONSE PARTICIPATION
 PARISH GOAL GIFTS RATE RATE

St. Patrick, Crosby $15,240.00  $9,405.00 43% 39%
St. Anthony, Mandaree $5,884.00  $1,430.00  19% 15%
St. Anthony, New Town $13,099.00  $38,418.00  45% 45%
St. Bridget, Parshall $6,623.00  $4,795.00 36% 32%
Holy Rosary, Stanley $34,721.00  $53,840.00  49% 47%
St. Thomas, Tioga $16,641.00  $16,502.00 54% 54%
Epiphany, Watford City $44,958.00  $27,705.00  35% 35%
St. Joseph, Williston $96,104.00  $131,300.25  35% 33%
St. John, Portal $4,145.00  $3,385.00  79% 79%
St. Luke, Noonan $4,887.00  $3,520.00  88% 69%
St. Boniface, Grenora $6,743.00  $15,240.00  100% 100%
St. Joseph, Twin Buttes $4,935.00  $4,680.00  22% 22%
St. Elizabeth, Makoti $3,516.00  $1,945.00  73% 73%
Sacred Heart, Plaza $5,179.00  $1,900.00  63% 63%
St. James, Powers Lake $8,694.00  $13,350.00  37% 37%
St. Michael, Ray $8,616.00  $8,746.47 58% 58%
Our Lady, Alexander $5,554.00  $2,475.00  33% 28%
St. John, Trenton $5,929.00  $4,842.50 45% 43%
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By Sonia Mullally
DCA Editor

Tepeyac Leadership Inc. (TLI), 
an Arizona-based, non-profit 
organization, is in the business of 
forming Catholic leaders.

Catholic professionals are 
invited to take part in a five-
month program meeting virtually 
one night a week from February 
through June. The TLI program 
forms lay Catholics to go out to 
insert themselves into discussions 
in the secular world to be Catholic 
influences in their workplaces and 
communities. The goal is to be a 
Catholic voice where decisions are 
made such as healthcare, finance, 
education, government, among 
other industries.

Author and Bismarck news 
anchor Monica Hannan, who 
serves on TLI’s Central Regional 
Advisory Board, noted that TLI 
is primarily meant to help lay 
Catholics to become leaders, 
both in their professional realms 

and their communities while 
integrating their faith into every 
aspect of life.

“Our chosen leaders determine 
much about our lives—from what 
taxes we pay to what we teach 
in our schools. TLI’s focus is on 
forming leaders who not only live 
their faith but turn to it when 
making those important decisions 
that impact all of us,” Hannan 
commented.

The online sessions often 
start with discussion on a brief 
reading handout provided the 
prior week. Participants then 
hear from two or three speakers 
per night. Then, the facilitator 
starts a virtual Q&A panel, where 
the participants interact with the 
experts. The sessions typically 
end with an exercise or dynamic, 
such as discussion in small 
groups (through virtual breakout 
rooms) meant to help participants 
digest the content and grow in 
fellowship. 

The sessions are in-person 
virtual format and never pre-
recorded. The panelists are 
Catholic professionals and 
seasoned lay leaders from 
around the world with expertise 
in different areas of secular 
life. About 90% of speakers are 
lay Catholics. A small number 
of presenters are priests or 
consecrated religious.

The TLI program is for all 
Catholic professionals looking to 
bring their faith from the pew and 
out into the world—putting faith 
into action. 

“I think it’s clear from a young 
person’s response to what is 
societally correct, that they are 
compelled to do what society 
has told them is ethically right,” 
Hannan explained. “Rather than 
having the court of common 
opinion determine what that is, I 
believe it’s important for today’s 
leaders to better understand the 
tenets of their Catholic faith and 

use that as their guide both in 
business and in life. After all, those 
laws were given to us by our Lord.”

Open enrollment is from Oct. 
1 to Nov. 10. Flexible payment 
plans are available. An early-bird 
discount is available if applied and 
admitted by Oct. 20.

Available Oct. 1 will be a short 
documentary film, “The Hour of 
the Laity,” which features Bishop 
Emeritus Thomas Olmsted, of 
the Diocese of Phoenix, and talks 
about the need for lay Catholics 
to engage society as leaders. It 
will be available on their YouTube 
and Facebook accounts. They will 
also offer a virtual open house for 
prospective participants to ask 
questions on Thursday, Oct. 13. 
Those interested must sign up for 
this private virtual event at this 
link: tliprogram.org/event/virtual-
open-house/.

For more details about Tepeyac 
Leadership Initiative and program 
costs, go to tliprogram.org.

By Ben Ottemoeller
Catechesis and Youth Office

Every summer, the Diocese of 
Bismarck takes a group of youth 
from across the state to St. Paul for 
the Steubenville Youth Conference. 
This year’s theme was “Fearless,” 
inspired by John 16:33: “I have 
told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world 
you will have trouble. But take 
heart! I have overcome the world.” 

This year, interest was so great 
that the wait list warranted renting 
another bus, making three buses 
in total of 138 participants and 
chaperones who attended in late 
July. 

The group arrived a day early 
to the conference, to tour the 
Cathedral of St. Paul and volunteer 
at a charity called “Feed My 
Starving Children,” a Christian 
non-profit where meals are packed 
and shipped across the world 
to those who go without. In the 
approximate hour and a half, 
the group of 138 packed enough 
food packages to feed 190 hungry 
children across the world for a 
full year. At the conclusion of 
the session, many teens bought 
merchandise like t-shirts, bracelets 
and necklaces, coffee, and honey—
all sourced from the local farmers 
sponsored by the non-profit. 

A rosary was prayed on the 
return to the campus followed 
by Mass, Eucharistic adoration, 
reconciliation and concluded 
with fellowship over soccer, 
spikeball, frisbee and abundant 
pizza. The rest of the weekend 
included separate sessions for 
the young men and women. Talks 
included relevant questions in 
our age such as the dignity of 
life from conception to natural 
death: questioning abortion, 
racism, poverty, violence, and 
euthanasia. Confessions were 
heard throughout each day, and 
the conference culminated in 
praise and adoration. Many teens 
had profound encounters with the 
Holy Spirit during this intense 
evening and experienced gifts of 
joy, laughter, tears and peace. 

We are very proud of our young 
people for having the courage to 
reserve time in their summer to 
encounter the Lord in a foreign 
place amongst new people. They 
slept in dormitories without air 
conditioning in sleeping bags on 
the floor or in cots and endured 
long hot days in an auditorium 
filled with people. But they 
endured these trials to worship the 
Lord and pursue Him. 

Authentic lay Catholic leadership for the world

The graces of Steubenville

Online program offered February through June

Large pilgrimage from the diocese attends conference

Submitted photos
The Steubenville group outside the Cathedral of St. Paul.

Members of the Steubenville group assembled packages of food at the non-profit 
organization, “Feed My Starving Children,” to be shipped to children in need across the 
world.

Chaperone, Shawna Helbing (front left), St. Joseph Parish in Mandan, with members of 
the Steubenville group.

Reflection by a parent of a Steubenville attendee:
Our daughter returned with so much joy and conversation and “spiritual 

energy” that it was hard for her ...and us....to focus on one part of the whole 
experience. To say she was deeply moved and excited in a great young 
teenager way, would be an understatement. It truly seems that every 
“piece” of the Steubenville conference made an impact at some level.

She has spoken often now, about how she cried at adoration and listens 
to worship songs on the radio now that she heard at Steubenville. She texted 
“good morning mom” at 6:15 one morning. I texted back, “You’re up early” 
and her instant response was, “I have morning prayer at 7:00.” 

It’s so beautiful to experience this as her parents, because she lives a 
solid Catholic life, at home and at school. She’s involved in music ministry 
at Mass and loves her faith. To see her deepening of desire and true joy for 
what she came home with, helps us all to understand the power and depth of 
being a Catholic. It has touched us all deeply, and we are very grateful…

God’s blessings, our gratitude,
Parents of Steubenville Attendee
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New book helps those with loved ones who have turned from the faith 
By Paul Braun
Diocese of Fargo

Most of us know someone who was raised 
in the Catholic faith, but no longer practice 
their faith. They may have switched to a 
Christian denomination, maybe attend a non-
denominational church, or quit practicing any 
faith all together. Some of these people are 
members of our own families. For the faithful, 
it can be frustrating and may leave one feeling 
powerless over how to bring the fallen back to 
the fold.

A new book co-written by two North Dakota 
Catholic authors explores the challenges faced 
by those who have loved ones or friends who 
are no longer practicing Catholics. Roxane 
Beauclair Salonen of Fargo, author and 
monthly contributor to New Earth through her 
“Sidewalk Stories” series of articles, and Patti 
Maguire Armstrong of Bismarck, host of the TV 
talk show “Ladies of Another View” and author, 
teamed together to write the book What Would 
Monica Do? St. Monica is the mother of the 
great theologian St. Augustine, who prayed for 
years for the conversion of her son.

What is the basic premise of this book, and 
why did you want to write it?

Salonen: The basic premise for our book, 
What Would Monica Do?, can be found in 
the book’s subtitle: “Consolation, hope and 
inspiration in the spirit of St. Monica for 
those bearing the cross of a loved one who is 
away from the Faith.” We wanted to write it 
to console and encourage parents and others 
whose loved ones have left the Catholic faith. 
Our Lord has a special affinity for the broken-
hearted, so we are at the Lord’s service in 
trying to offer perspective and companionship 
in this vale of tears. To help us do so, we have 
a fitting guide in St. Monica, who has trod this 
road before us, and came out the other side 
rejoicing.

What made St. Monica so extraordinary that 
you felt her story needed to be told?

Armstrong: Many Catholics are familiar with 
St. Monica but not all know about her or they 
simply know that she prayed for her son for 
many years. By delving into her life and seeing 
her as a flesh and blood mother praying for her 
wayward son, the centuries melt away and we 
are sisters in Christ. The beautiful part about 
our sister Monica is her powerful example of 
perseverance and the fact that as a saint in 
heaven, she can intercede for us in our own 
situations.

Who is the book written for?

Armstrong: I’ve met children praying 
desperately for their parents who are far from 
the Church, so they too would be able to relate. 
There are Godparents, aunts and uncles, 
siblings, friends… so many concerned for loved 
ones. Ultimately, since this book inspires us to 
nurture relationships, let go of anger, give and 
receive forgiveness and mercy, and go deeper 
in our own faith, every Catholic can benefit.

Does Monica’s story speak to you personally 
as an author? 

Salonen: Yes, or we wouldn’t have written the 
book. We are both in this predicament, with 
some of our 15 combined children not currently 
practicing the faith that we have tried to pass 
onto them as the gift given to us. As much as 
we wish our earlier efforts would have been 
enough, free will is real! And the world ravages 
and waits to consume our children. But we 
are not left without a defense, and in Monica’s 
story, we find clues to how we, in this time and 
place, can respond, in love and in faith.

What did you learn about St. Monica 
during your research—her pain, heartache, 
steadfast faith, and eventually jubilation?

Salonen: We want 
readers to discover 
that for themselves 
in reading our book. 
We hope they will 
approach the book 
with curiosity to 
learn more about 
Monica and her life, 
but our book isn’t 
just about Monica. 
It’s filled with stories 
from everyday people 
who have shared 
their heartbreaking 
experiences with 
us and how they 
have managed to 
take up this cross 
with tenacity, as 
did Monica. It also features stories of other 
saints, perspectives of what is happening in 
the culture to cause this exodus of faith in the 
young, and, hopefully, some powerful doses 
of inspiration, shared by other holy and wise 
people of yesterday and today.

Armstrong: I learned not to count the days but 
just to proceed in faith and prayer entrusting 
all of our family—regardless of where they are 
in their faith life—into God’s hands through his 
Blessed Mother and all the angels and saints. 
We can try our best when raising our children, 
but we cannot control everything. Rather than 
throw up our arms and quit trying, we need to 
instead, put our energies where they will now 
count the most.

The book is available for purchase locally 
in Bismarck at the Rainbow Shop - Parable 
Christian Store and at Mayo Pharmacy or 
online at ascensionpress.com.

—Reprinted from New Earth,  
Diocese of Fargo

Published by Ascension 
Press, What Would Monica 
Do? is a new book co-
authored by Roxane 
Beauclair Salonen of Fargo 
and Patti Armstrong of 
Bismarck.

L I F E  I N S U R A N C E  •  D I S A B I L I T Y  I N C O M E  I N S U R A N C E  •  L O N G - T E R M  C A R E  I N S U R A N C E  •      R E T I R E M E N T  A N N U I T I E S  

This Could  
Be You! 

Contact Jon for 
Career Opportunities

Wayne Cherney, FIC, LUTCF 
Devils Lake  

701-662-4420  
701-739-8143 

wayne.cherney@kofc.org  

Sam Owan, FIC 
Williston/Minot  
701-609-1918  

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Joel Herman, FICF 
Wahpeton, Jamestown  

701-219-5847 
joel.herman@kofc.org 

Don Willey, FIC 
Bismarck  

701-202-9089  
don.willey@kofc.org

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Jamison Fettig 
Napoleon  

701-325-0712  
jamison.fettig@kofc.org

Our signature product. Insure your life for life.

Affordable protection for temporary needs.

Retirement income you can count on. Guaranteed.

Protect your assets. Get quality care. Prepare for the future.

Receive an income even when you are sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

* As of 01/2021, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance 

Retirement Annuities 
Term Life Insurance 

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products  
backed by our highly-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

A Portfolio of Protection 

Jon Beebe 
General Agent 

(605) 882-8689 
jon.beebe@kofc.org 

www.kofcbeebeagency.com

Beebe_Feb 2021_C.qxp_Beebe_Feb 2021_C  2/15/22  8:40 AM  Page 1

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE AND 
THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS
An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

Oct. 1  Fr. Brian Gross
Oct. 2  Deacon Stephen Mays
Oct. 3  Br. Bertrand Vogelweide, OSB
Oct. 4  Sr. Chiara Thérèse
Oct. 5  Sr. Agatha Muggli, OSB
Oct. 6  All Lay Ministers
Oct. 7  Fr. John Guthrie
Oct. 8  Deacon Rex McDowall
Oct. 9  All Seminarians & Religious in 

Formation 
Oct. 10  Sr. Barbara Weber, OSB

Oct. 11  Fr. Fred Harvey
Oct. 12  Deacon Joel Melarvie
Oct. 13  Fr. Thomas Wordekemper, OSB
Oct. 14  Seminarian Deacon Steven Vetter
Oct. 15  Fr. Jerry Kautzman
Oct. 16  Sr. Gerard Wald, OSB
Oct. 17  Deacon Gary Mizeur
Oct. 18  Abbot Daniel Maloney, OSB
Oct. 19  Fr. Marv Klemmer
Oct. 20  Seminarian Ryan Martire
Oct. 21  Deacon Eugene Morman

Oct. 22  All Liturgical Ministers
Oct. 23  Fr. Russ Kovash
Oct. 24  Deacon Brent Naslund
Oct. 25  Seminarian Eric Artz
Oct. 26  Fr. David Morman & African 

Missionaries
Oct. 27  Sr. Kathleen Kuntz, OSB
Oct. 28  Fr. Bruce Krebs
Oct. 29  Deacon Ryan Nelson
Oct. 30  Sr. Janet Zander, OSB
Oct. 31  Fr. Doug Krebs
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Every election year, the Catholic 
bishops of North Dakota, working 
through the North Dakota Catholic 
Conference, examines issues facing 
Catholic voters.

North Dakotans will decide, in 
November, whether to legalize 
recreational marijuana. The North 
Dakota Catholic Conference 
opposes the measure. The proposal 
is nearly identical to HB 1420 from 
the 2021 legislative session. In its 
testimony against that bill, the 
conference stated that the proposal 
“does not advance the common 
good and poses harms to families, 
children, our most vulnerable and 
the community. Instead, it signals 
that marijuana is safe, without 
regard for those families and 
communities it leaves behind.”  
The full testimony can be found on 
the conference’s website at 
https://bit.ly/3d5R8IZ.

When it comes to candidates, the 
Catholic Church does not support 
or oppose any candidate or political 
party. Instead, it encourages 
Catholics to examine the 
candidates through the eyes of faith 
and reason. To assist Catholics, 
the conference provides questions 
that Catholics should ask about 
their candidates or, if the occasion 
arises, ask the candidates directly. 
Some of the questions concern 
issues that are more important 
than others. Some concern 
policies, like attacks on human 
life, that a Catholic can never 
support. Catholics can, however, 
legitimately disagree about how to 
address some other issues. All the 
issues deserve our attention.

Where does the state candidate 
stand?
Creating a sanctuary for life

• Promoting and funding policies 
and programs that help pregnant 
women, mothers and newborns?

• Maintaining bans on abortion, 
assisted suicide, euthanasia, the 
death penalty, human embryo 
research and commercial 
surrogacy?
Religious liberty

• Protecting the exercise of 
religion?

• Protecting the right of religious 
organizations to serve the public in 
accordance with their beliefs?
Family and education

• Enabling parents, fi nancially 
and in other ways, to choose the 
best educational setting for their 
children?

 Opposing policies that mandate 
acceptance of false gender 
ideologies?
Poor and vulnerable

• Ensuring access to health 
care while respecting human life, 
human dignity and the religious 
and conscience rights of health care 
providers?

• Providing services to those in 
need, especially families facing 
fi nancial hardship and persons 
with disabilities, mental illness and 
addictions? 

• Protecting families and 
communities with a criminal 
justice system that focuses on 
restoration, rehabilitation, 
prevention and elimination of 
racial and ethnic bias?

• Welcoming properly-vetted 
refugees, regardless of race, 
nationality or religious affi  liation?
Economy and environment

• Ensuring a just wage, economic 
initiative and pro-family work 
policies? 

• Promoting family farms, rural 
communities, and a food system 
that respects the dignity of labor 
and workers?

• Respecting the right of local 
communities to manage their own 
aff airs for the common good?

• Fostering stewardship of our 
natural resources?

Where does the federal candidate 
stand?
Human life

• Protecting unborn human life 
and ending abortion nationwide?

• Repealing the federal 
government’s use of the death 
penalty?

• Prohibiting the use of federal 
funds to pay for abortions?

• Protecting the right of the states 
to create sanctuaries for life by 
legally protecting unborn human 
life?

• Promoting and funding policies 
and programs that help pregnant 
women, mothers and newborns?
Religious liberty  

• Protecting the exercise of 
religion?

• Protecting the right of religious 
organizations to serve the public in 
accordance with their beliefs?
Family and education

• Enabling parents, fi nancially 
and in other ways, to choose the 
best educational setting for their 
children?

• Opposing policies that mandate 
acceptance of false gender 
ideologies?
Immigration

• Achieving comprehensive 
reforms that off er a path to 
citizenship for the undocumented 
who live in the U.S. and do not 
have a criminal record, expand 
family reunifi cation, secure our 
borders and establish humane 
border enforcement?

• Welcoming properly-vetted 
refugees, regardless of race, 
nationality or religious affi  liation?
Poor and vulnerable   

• Ensuring access to health 
care while respecting human 
life, human dignity and the 

religious and 
conscience rights of health care 
providers?

• Providing services to those in 
need, especially families facing 
fi nancial hardship and persons 
with disabilities, mental illness and 
addictions? 

• Maintaining and increasing 
funding for poverty-focused 
development assistance to poor 
countries?

• Acknowledging the harm done 
to Native Americans by the federal 
government’s assimilation policies?
Economy and environment

• Ensuring a just wage, economic 
initiative and pro-family work 
policies?

• Promoting family farms, rural 
communities, and a food system 
that respects the dignity of labor 
and workers?

• Respecting the right of local 
communities to manage their own 
aff airs for the common good?

• Fostering stewardship of our 
natural resources?

When all candidates hold 
a position that promotes an 
intrinsically evil act, the voter may 
take the extraordinary step of not 
voting for any candidate or, after 
careful deliberation, vote for the 
candidate deemed less likely to 
advance such a morally fl awed 
position and more likely to pursue 
other authentic human goods.

Catholics have an obligation 
to participate in the democratic 
process. Remember to vote and, no 
matter what the outcome, become 
involved in the legislative process.

    Dodson serves as executive direc-
tor of the N.D. Catholic Conference, the 
offi  cial liaison for the dioceses of Fargo 
and Bismarck in matters of public 
policy.  

Balancing Church & State
CHRISTOPHER DODSON

Questions that Catholics should 
ask about the candidates

Why do Catholics prefer bodily burial to 
cremation? 
To answer this question, we must grasp the Church’s profound 
respect for the physical body of Christ’s as well as the body of each 
believer. Saint Paul teaches us that just as Jesus’ own body has been 

raised, so too He will raise our mortal bodies to be like His own in glory (cf. 
Phil. 3:21). 

This teaching is at the heart of the Catholic faith. In his First Letter to the 
Corinthians, St. Paul reminds us in no uncertain terms ”...if Christ has not 
been raised,...your faith is in vain.” Everything we believe as Catholics, 
as Christians, rests completely on this truth: after He died, Jesus Christ’s 
physical BODY rose from the dead. This crucial truth is found both in the 
Apostle’s Creed and the Nicene Creed. One should pay particular attention 
to these two phrases of the Apostle’s Creed, “I believe…the third day He rose 
again from the dead” and “I believe… the Resurrection of the body…”

Since we fi rmly believe Jesus’ body rose incorrupt and are expecting Him to 
raise each of our bodies up; in faith, we ought to care for our bodies not only 
during life, but even after death. Once dead, it is still essential to show the 
greatest respect for the body and to treat it with the understanding that it 
will be raised from the dead. Here, we begin to see that bodily burial ought 
to be preferred to cremation.

Without a doubt, it has become more and more popular in the modern 
world to choose cremation for varying reasons, and it should be noted that 
almost all those reasons have nothing to do with faith. Here are a few of the 
more common reasons people choose it: “I want a cheaper funeral,” “I don’t 
want to have to look at the deceased,” “I’m concerned about how others 
might judge my appearance when I’m dead,” “I don’t want to be a burden to 

my family or others” and “I think I’ll feel claustrophobic in the ground.”

Despite these numerous secular reasons for cremation, the Catholic Church 
realized there were some pastoral circumstances where cremation was 
needed and, on Aug. 15, 1997, the bishops of the United States approved 
an appendix for cremation for the funeral liturgy. While granting permission 
for cremation for these special circumstances, this same appendix goes on 
to clarify what Holy Mother Church prefers with these words: “Although 
cremation is now permitted by the church, it does not enjoy the same value 
as burial of the body. The Church clearly prefers and urges the body of the 
deceased to be present for the funeral rights, since the presence of the 
human body better expresses the values which the church affi  rms in those 
rites.”

So, if a person decides they want to be cremated, the Church allows it, but 
does not prefer it. The decision to cremate should not simply be reduced to 
personal preference. The Church always strongly desires and encourages 
that the body of the deceased be present at the funeral. Even if cremation is 
chosen, the Church prefers cremation take place after the funeral. 

Remember, this preference is based on our faith in the Resurrection of 
Christ. Baptized into Christ, we fi rmly hope that our dead body will be raised 
up like His. Even though cremation is allowed, great care must be taken so 
that our fast-paced, convenience driven, throw away culture doesn’t drive us 
to choose cremation at the cost of loss of respect for each person’s body. 

With St. Paul, we fi nd an even deeper appreciation for the body when he 
asks, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you…?” The Christian body has been baptized; it is holy to God. The 
respect we show by burying the dead body remains one of the seven great 
corporal works of mercy. Our bodies have received the Body of Christ in the 
Holy Eucharist in this life and expect to receive Him again when our bodies 
have risen from the dead. Our Mother Mary held the dead body of her Son 
in her loving arms and buried Him in the tomb. Let us imitate her faith and 
so experience the Resurrection promised us by Christ.
 Fr. John Paul Gardner is parochial vicar at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in 
Bismarck.  If you have a question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask 
it! Simply email your question to info@bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question 
Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.

Questions
I was afraid to ask

FR. JOHN PAUL GARDNER

A:
Q:
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Ag Attitudes
JAMES  ODERMANN

Repentance is necessary 
to bring relief

I turned the corner and there, 
in the middle of the road, stood 
the red bull, the ton of masculinity 
I had spent the last couple hours 
trying to locate. He looked 
bewildered, wondering why he was 
being tracked. 

The big rascal had somehow 
escaped the pasture (perhaps the 
grass really is greener somewhere 
else) causing me to search 
through pastures and around the 
neighborhood. I contemplated a 
variety of scenarios, all with bad 
endings, about what could have 
happened. 

The fact that he was still 
breathing, walking and bellowing 
caused me to exhale with relief. 
I just hoped the damage he may 
have caused during his escape was 
minimal to nothing. Next, I had to 
get him out of harm’s way.

So, I thought I would just “walk” 
him back to where he belonged. 
I grabbed my trusty sorting stick 
(which I usually have in my 
pickup) and began to trail him to 
his “home” pasture.

It was a good journey following 
the animal, walking, jogging and 
even running (albeit slowly). The 
1.5-mile trek—and subsequent 
return to my pickup—gave me lots 
of time to think. 

My mind wandered for a little, 
but I recalled St. Luke’s gospel 
messages. One was especially front 
and center: “. . . there will be more 
joy in heaven over one sinner who 
repents than over ninety-nine 
righteous people . . .”

And later in the same gospel 
talking about the prodigal son: “. . . 
he was lost, and has been found.”

These thoughts worked through 
my mind as I walked the bull back 
to his pasture. I started to think 
about the times that I was lost, 
when I took the easy road, when 
I caved into peer pressure rather 
than stood up for my sisters and 
brothers.

I was lost. I was a sinner, 
exercising free will in a way that is 
out of kilter from God’s call, which 
skewed my opportunities to use 
or share my thoughts, words and 
actions to boost humanity.

I pondered further and prayed 
for grace from the Holy Spirit 
to follow the precepts Jesus 
taught while walking this earth. 
Such deeds would lead to my 
repentance, to being found and 
reunite me with God so I could 
really be a true disciple. 

The confl ict continues daily but 
with the grace and love of God, 
combined with a commitment to 
God, I hope to carry the crosses 
God grants to me. I hope God 
breathes a sigh of relief. 

Care to join me?

  Odermann lives with his wife, 
Leona, on the family farm in Billings 
County. They are members of the 
Church of St. Patrick in Dickinson and 
assist with Eucharistic celebrations 
there as well as at the Churches of 
St. Bernard (Belfi eld) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is fi rmly committed to the health and protection 

of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suff ering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage 
anyone who has suff ered from this abuse to please come forward and let 
us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, 
Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-1575.  
Phone: 701.223.1347 or 1.877.405.7435. Email the victim assistance coordinator, 
Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff , whether diocesan 

or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous 
defi nition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is defi ned 
for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing 
eff ective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the Code of Conduct 
at http://www.bismarckdiocese.com.
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By Tom Ackerman
Special Contributor to the DCA

Sanctifi ed is a western fi lm set in the late 
1800s. It tells the story of an outlaw who is 
rescued from death by a nun traveling through 
the North Dakota Badlands. She nurses him 
back to health in exchange for him guiding 
her to a church in Williston. A deep friendship 
develops between these two unlikely people 
as they learn to work together to survive their 
dangerous journey. 

Sanctifi ed was shot in the Badlands of North 
Dakota in May of 2021 and was produced 
by local production companies Canticle 
Productions and DN Cinematics along with 
Minnesota production company Headwaters 
Entertainment. 

Sanctifi ed premiered in Bismarck at the 
Grand 22 Theatres Sept. 30 and Oct. 1. Tickets 
are $20 and can be purchased through the 
website www.sanctifi edfi lm.com. Additional 
showings are scheduled thereafter throughout 
North Dakota with locations, dates, and times 
also listed on their website. These one-night, 
red carpet showing events also feature cast and 
crew Q&A, available Sanctifi ed merchandise, 
and a behind-the-scenes look at the making of 
the North Dakota fi lm.

“It was a long journey to bring Sanctifi ed 

to the big screen,” says the fi lm’s producer, 
Dan Bielinski, and who is also program 
chair of Dramatic Arts at the University 
of Mary. “It began with a successful kick-
starter campaign back in early 2020, and 
then our production was postponed due to 
COVID. Finally, we were able to put together 
a fabulous team and shoot the fi lm in May 
of 2021. It’s a very beautiful, exciting, and 
action-packed story, and we were fortunate 
to have some wonderfully talented artists 
on the team. The fi lm is also a fantastic 
showcase of North Dakota scenery.” 

Bielinski says it was a priority for the 
production to use mostly local talent. Dean 
Bellin, technical director of theater at 
Bismarck State College, is the production 
designer for the fi lm. Michele Renner, of 
Capitol Shakespeare, is the costume designer. 
Several students from the University of Mary 
serve in various roles both on and off -screen. 

Previous work from Canticle Productions 
and DN Cinematics includes A Heart Like 
Water which premiered in theaters across 
North Dakota in December 2021 and is now 
available for streaming at AHeartLikeWater.
com. 

Follow the fi lm on Facebook for updates at 
www.facebook.com/sanctifi edfi lm. 

New North Dakota fi lm set to premiere
Story is of an outlaw rescued by a nun traveling through the Badlands
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FOR MORE INFORMATION, USE THE QR CODE TO REGISTER OR VISIT 
 BISMARCKDIOCESE.COM/YOUTHCONFERENCE 

OCTOBER 29, 2022
T R I N I T Y  H I G H  S C H O O L ,  D I C K I N S O N

DIVE DEEPER INTO JESUS' INVITATION TO YOU AS HIS DISCIPLE. THIS YEAR'S DIOCESAN
YOUTH CONFERENCE FEATURES KEYNOTES FROM OUR GUEST SPEAKERS AND LOCAL

HOSTS.  FOLLOWED WITH A POWERFUL TIME OF EUCHARISTIC ADORATION AND
CONFESSION PROVIDED WITH MUSIC FROM OUR LOCAL BAND.

THE CONFERENCE IS OPEN TO BOTH MIDDLE SCHOOL AND HIGH SCHOOL (GRADES 6-12)

FEATURED SPEAKERS AND HOSTS:

CHRIS MUELLER ERIC GALLAGHER FR. CHRISTIAN SMITH ED KONIECZKA

"FOLLOW ME"

Thousands of North Dakotans helped through our programs:
* Adults Adopting Special Kids(AASK)
* Counseling for individuals, couples and families
* Guardianship for adults with intellectual disabilities
* Pregnancy, Parenting, and Adoption Services(PPAS) 

Bismarck Office: (701) 255-1793
Minot Office: (701) 852-2854 

www.CatholicCharitiesND.org

Become A Seven Sister
  •  One holy hour
  •  one priest
  •  each week
  •  one heart of prayer

Interested in more information or
willing to join a Seven Sisters Apostolate 
group to pray for a diocesan priest or 
Bishop Kagan? Send an email to
sevensistersbismarck@gmail.com or
call Kathy at 701-389-2253.
More information on the Seven
Sisters Apostolate can be found at
sevensistersapostolate.org. 
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