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“I am with you always.”
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ON THE COVER: African 
missionary Kathy Pepple is 
surrounded by children while 
visiting one of the outposts 
near the diocesan Mission in 
Kenya.

PAGE 20: A group of students 
were part of the diocesan 
pilgrimage to the National 
March for Life in Washington, 
D.C. on Jan. 20.
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The month of March always finds us celebrating the 

great penitential season of Lent and this year is no 

exception.

However, just as it happens in Advent, so it happens 

in Lent that the Church celebrates some beautiful 

and special feasts which give us a break in the 

discipline of the season. During this month, we will 

celebrate the solemnity of Saint Joseph, Spouse of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, on March 19, and the feast 

of the Annunciation of the Lord on March 25.

It is not just a coincidence that the Church celebrates 

these two feasts, but it is intentional that we honor 

the two persons chosen by God to be the mother 

of His Son and the foster father of His Son and the 

guardian of the Holy Family. In fact, if we meditate 

on the lives of Our Blessed Mother and Saint Joseph, 

we will learn better what it means and what it takes 

to follow the Lord and do His will in daily life.

Mary’s assent to God’s will for her at the 

Annunciation not only fashioned the rest of her 

earthly life, but it made her the very pattern of 

holiness for the Church. Her fiat should be ours. 

Lent helps us rid ourselves of all that prevents us 

from saying with her, “let it be done to me as you 

say.” Lent helps us correct our priorities so that we 

do God’s will and not our own.

While we do not have a single word recorded of Saint 

Joseph, what we have is a powerful description of a 

good and just man who lived his life of obedient faith 

trusting in God’s will for him and his spouse and the 

Child she carried. Lent helps us cultivate the faith 

of Saint Joseph, an obedient faith, just as it helps us 

cultivate the Marian faith of submitting to God’s will 

and making His will my will. 

So, as these two beautiful feasts of the month of 

March occur, be sure to be at Mass and give to Saint 

Joseph and to Our Blessed Mother the honor we 

must give them. In doing so, we extol the greatness of 

the Lord God and give Him glory just as Our Blessed 

Mother and her chaste spouse, Saint Joseph, gave 

Him glory. In Saint Joseph and Our Blessed Mother, 

we have the two best models for us to emulate in 

daily life. Enjoy these two feasts this Lent and, 

better, allow Lent to strengthen your faith, hope and 

charity in anticipation of the greatest moment in 

human history, the Resurrection of the Lord Jesus 

from the dead. 

Draw strength for Lent
from saintly examples!

BISHOP’S SCHEDULE MARCH 2023

Holy Father’s 
Prayer Intentions 

for March
FOR VICTIMS OF ABUSE
We pray for those who have 
suffered harm from members 
of the Church; may they find 
within the Church herself a 
concrete response to their 
pain and suffering.

BISHOP IN ACTION

Photo by Deacon Joe Krupinsky: Bishop Kagan interacted with the altar servers 

before the Mass for Catholic Schools Week at the Church of Saint Anne in Bismarck 

on Feb. 1.

Bishop  David D. Kagan

FROM THE BISHOP

March 5 Confirmation at the Church of St. Martin, Center, 10:30 a.m.

March 6 Women’s Care Center Board Meeting, Chancery, Bismarck, 5 p.m.

March 9 Finance Council, Center for Pastoral Ministry, Bismarck, 10 a.m.

March 10 Cabinet Meeting, Chancery, Bismarck, 10 a.m.

March 17 Home on the Range Board of Directors Meeting, Center for Pastoral Ministry,

  Bismarck, 12 p.m.

March 23 Confirmation at the Church of Christ the King, Mandan, 6 p.m.

March 25 Confirmation at the Church of St. Mary, Hague, 4 p.m.

March 26 Confirmation at the Church of St. Joseph, Beulah, 10 a.m.

March 31 Staff Retreat, Bismarck
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March 4-5, 2023
Diocese of Bismarck

African

Appeal
MISSION

Building on the
Foundation of

Faith and Service
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“We can do no great things, only small things with 
great love” is one of my favorite quotes by St. Teresa 
of Calcutta better known as Mother Teresa. It 
reminds me of what the Mission here in Kenya has 
done for over 30 years…small things with great love 
in service to our African brothers and sisters.
 
The African Mission started in 1990 with a group 
of four missionaries from the Bismarck Diocese. 
Through the years, by God’s grace, the dedication 
of those who have come to serve here, and the 
support of the people of our diocese, the African 
Mission has continued to develop. As a result, 
we have reached a point where it has become 
necessary to expand the mission to better serve our 
orphans and other vulnerable children. With the 
purchase of three acres of land, known here as a 
shamba, this expansion is now becoming a reality. 
Since our arrival here in Kenya in December 2021, 
my husband, Wes, and I have witnessed firsthand 
the development of the shamba from its infancy to 
its present state. The project began with the clearing 
of the land. Then came the planting of Napier grass 
and maize, the drilling of the water well and the 
construction of the caretaker house and barn.
 
With the addition of a barn, we will be able to operate 
a small hobby farm here at the mission—something 
we always wanted to do back home, though I don’t 
think we would have been raising mbuzi (goats)! 
Instead of buying animals, we will now be able to 
raise the chickens and goats that are given away to 
students who maintain good grades each year. We 
will also be able to house the cows that are donated 
to the heifer program instead of having to keep them 
elsewhere.

Diocesan African Mission
Serves 463 Orphans

Kathy Pepple
African Missionary

DOING SMALL THINGS WITH GREAT LOVE

Currently, the construction of the mission house 
is underway. It is interesting to watch the building 
process here, as it relies heavily on manual labor. 
When the house is completed, one of the most 
important structures will be built–the gathering 
space for the orphans.
 
The gathering area will be the place where the 
children will meet on mission Saturdays to receive 
their monthly allowances and rations of maize. It 
will be nice for the orphans to have an area that is 
protected from the rain and hot sun, as they must 

often wait for several hours for their names to be 
called. The gathering area will also house a library 
and a computer lab. Some of the schools here offer 
on-line remedial studies, but few children have 
access to a computer much less the electricity to 
run one, so the lab will be an excellent addition. The 
gathering space will also be used for other functions 
such as wellness seminars and the annual Christmas 
party. Finally, this area will have room for storage, so 
we can purchase needed items in bulk such as maize, 
five-gallon buckets, 210-liter water drums, etc.

“We can do no great things, only small things with great love.”
 — Mother Teresa

Water with Blessings

Housing
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As we anticipate a move to the new mission site, 
Fr. David Morman, Wes, and I are looking forward 
to having additional living space and the ability 
to store the supplies for our different programs 
in one location. The extra bedroom in our current 
home contains the Water with Blessings project 
supplies, laundry tubs and pails to wash clothes, the 
ironing board and anything else that doesn’t have a 
home. Our living space is comfortable and I am not 
complaining, but if I am to be honest, I will be very 
grateful to have a few amenities “out here in the bush” 
as they say: two faucets—hot and cold—which will 
eliminate the need to boil water for dishes, laundry, 
cleaning, etc.; kitchen cupboards with doors instead 
of open shelves covered with curtains (it gets quite 
dusty during the dry season); a dedicated office 
space that will replace the kitchen table as our work 
area; and finally, a generator for occasions when the 
power goes out (which can be quite frequent). 

The mission house will also have a chapel—a place 
to celebrate Mass and spend time with our Lord. 
Finally, it will provide spare bedrooms that can be 
used when family, friends and guests come to visit. 
Having accommodations on site will also allow those 
who may be considering a call to serve here at the 
mission the opportunity to witness firsthand the 
work of the mission and Kenyan culture.
 
With each new phase of construction, the expanded 
mission continues to take shape. Soon, we and 
the orphans who are part of the mission programs 
will be able to call this new space home. We are 
very grateful to be part of this expansion and 
to serve God and the mission in this time and 
place. We and those who will come after us will 
be better able to assist and support the people 
here as the mission’s programs continue to grow 
and flourish. 

To the people of the Bismarck Diocese, we extend a heartfelt thank you. We greatly 

appreciate your prayers and financial support through the annual African Mission 

Appeal. Your ongoing generosity provides hope to our brothers and sisters here in Kenya. 

You provide living proof that each of us can “do small things with great love.”  
 

Wellness Seminar

Mattress Giveaway
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Serendipity can be defined as the occurrence and 
development of events by chance in a happy or 
beneficial way. Of course, I don’t believe things 
happen just by chance; the providence of God is 
mysteriously behind all graces.

It was providential, serendipitous, that upon my 
arrival at Mundelein Seminary in August 2021, one 
of the first persons that I encountered was Fr. Maina 
Waithaka, the Dean of Formation. I asked Fr. Maina 
where he was from. He told me he was a priest from 
the Archdiocese of Chicago and that he was a native 
Kenyan. I perked up. I told them that Kenya was the 
only country in Africa that I had visited. He perked 
up and asked, “When did you visit? Where did you 
go?” I told him that I had accompanied my bishop 
(Bishop John Kinney) to Kenya in 1992 and that we 
visited Nairobi and our mission in Bura-Tana. His 
face lit up even more saying, “I grew up in Bura! 
What diocese are you from?” I responded, “The 
Diocese of Bismarck.” He smiled and asked, “Then 
you knew Jim and Henrietta Nistler, Kathy King and 
Fr. Bruce?” Indeed, I did and do.

Fr. Maina then went on to describe what a difference 
that missionaries from Maryknoll and the Diocese 
of Bismarck made for him and how providential 
their ministerial presence was in his life. After our 
conversation, I truly sensed that Fr. Maina and I 
were meant to meet. Providence.

The first missionaries
The Bismarck Mission in Kenya is coterminous 
with my priesthood. Bishop Kinney formally 

commissioned our first missionaries on July 1, 1990, 
during solemn vespers on the eve of my presbyteral 
ordination. In the late afternoon of a very hot 
Sunday, we gathered in the Cathedral to prayerfully 
send them on mission in our name. To this day, we 
continue to serve the people in Kenya (now in Kisii) 
and, to this day, it is one of the more important 
things we do as a diocese.

Throughout last year, Fr. Maina and I began to 
discuss the possibility of a return visit. Finally, we 
agreed on three weeks in July. I really wanted him, 
a native Kenyan, to expose me to the Kenya that 
many do not see. I wanted to be with the people and 
experience the realities of their daily lives. I also 
wanted to make sure we went west to the mission 
in Kisii to visit Fr. David Morman, Wes and Kathy 
Pepple.

Return to the diocesan mission
And so, after a week visiting Fr. Maina’s family in 
Nyeri in the highlands north of Nairobi, we drove six 
hours through the Rift Valley to Kisii and the mission 
in Gekano. There, we spent a full week staying with 
our missionaries as well as Rogers and Grace, a 
Kenyan married couple, who work closely with the 
mission team. It was a thoroughly remarkable and 
memorable experience.

But, as striking as the beauty of the land, the beauty 
of the people far surpassed it. It is something that 
I remembered when I visited Kenya 30 years ago. 
Kenyans are joyful, gentle, engaging, faith filled. 
Their celebrations of Mass incorporate their rich 

A Chance Meeting
Brought Me Back To Kenya

Fr. John Guthrie

MISSION IS WHO WE ARE AS CATHOLICS

culture. The Word of God is processed in with music 
and dance. So too the gifts, not only the bread and 
wine for the altar but other gifts in support of the 
mission of the parish. Those who are able offer 
monetary gifts, but the offerings also include daily 
staples: maize, wimbi (millet), goats, chickens, 
avocados (parachichi), bananas, detergent, to name 
a few. Time is never a consideration. The length of 
the Mass is not on people’s minds. They come to 
glorify God and to celebrate their common faith. 
Kenyans have a spiritual freedom that we in the 
West struggle to find.

I had the chance to concelebrate Mass with Fr. David 
several times. It was wonderful to see him in his 
element with the people and to marvel at his growing 
command of Kiswahili. It takes great courage to leave 
all behind to serve in mission so many thousands of 
miles away from family and the diocese. Fr. David, 
Kathy and Wes do such good work there and their 
presence is appreciated by those they serve.

Fr. Maina and I learned that Saturday mornings 
are very important in the mission. Each Saturday, 
the mission team goes to different parts of the area 
to visit with a variety of orphaned and vulnerable 
students the mission supports. Fr. David, Kathy 

MISSION IS WHO WE ARE AS CATHOLICS



14 | Dakota Catholic Action March 2023 www.bismarckdiocese.com  Dakota Catholic Action | 15

Father John Guthrie has been a priest of the Bismarck Diocese since 1990. He is currently Director of 
Worship and Formation Advisor at Mundelein Seminary in Illinois.

and Wes speak with the students, pray with them 
and then, one by one, each student begins the ritual 
they have come to know: visiting with Fr. David 
about their grades and their experience of school, 
picking up a tuition check to take to their respective 
schools, and receiving a monthly allowance as well 

as a portion of maize for food. The children and 
youth range in age from first graders through high 
school. But, whatever the age, they know that they 
are supported and loved. Their schooling is crucial 
for their lives.

During the week, Wes and Kathy spend time going 
out to conduct water purification training sessions 
for the Water With Blessings initiative. Local women 
attend the sessions, and they receive the purification 
apparatus and the instruction necessary for its 
proper upkeep. Approximately two hours is needed, 
and the people are more than willing to give the time 
because of the benefit they will receive. We were all 
able to see the dirty water purified and then drink it, 
with all pathogens removed. Clean water is always a 
significant concern for many in Africa.

Of course, there are many other aspects that make up 
missionary life. It is not simply what our missionaries 
do; it is who they are. Their presence and the Lord 
they represent act as leaven to the people they serve. 

Mission is not just one aspect of our life as Church. 
It is what Church is all about. At the end of Mass, 
we are sent to carry Christ to our families, schools, 
workplaces and the world. We are to do this not 
only individually but communally, as a diocese. The 
African Mission, therefore, is not simply something 
we do but is constitutive of who we are. Over the last 
32 years, we have been blessed to have missionaries 
who are willing to sacrifice so much for the sake of 
the Gospel. We have been blessed to share what we 
have. We have been blessed to receive the beauty 
and gifts of another people and culture. A healthy 
Church is one where we grow and support one 
another on the road Christ asks us to walk. Our visit 
to the mission in July reminded me once again of 
this truth, of why we are Church.

SHAMBA TIMELINE

February 2022  |  2.7 acres of land purchased from a local man to build a new home for the Bismarck Mission

Over the course of the next year, progress included clearing of land and construction plans took shape for a latrine, 
water tower, gatehouse, caretaker house, missionary housing, barn and crops were planted. Work continues day by day.

Highlight  |  Dec. 28 - First residents of the shamba moved in – two goats Fr. David was given as Christmas presents!
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In 1931, in the town of Schafer, North Dakota, the 
Haven family of five mysteriously vanished. Months 
passed and the town folk became suspicious.

Why would the Havens have left without saying 
goodbye to a single soul? Suspicion of murder landed 
on Charles Bannon, the Haven’s hired hand. He was 
an odd fellow from a very strange family, and he had 
taken over the property. 

But the Sherriff was moving too slowly to suit the 
community, so mob justice took over. It is a story told 
in the movie, “End of the Rope,” directed by Bismarck’s 
Daniel Bielinski through Canticle Productions, the 
company he founded in 2018 to celebrate the history, 
land and culture of North Dakota in film and theater.

A special showing of the film was held for North Dakota 
legislators and other special guests at the Grand 
Theatres in Bismarck in January. This emotional 
drama from the pages of North Dakota history packed 
the house.

Theater program instructor
Bielinski talked about this latest movie and about how 
he came to serve as Chair of Dramatic Arts at the 
University of Mary in Bismarck where he lives with 
his wife and five children. 

“It will limit your career,” Bielinski’s manager had 
told him when he heard that Bielinski was invited by 
the University of Mary to apply as an instructor in 
their theater program. He had a master’s in acting 
from Columbia University and was supporting his 
family through acting. 

“I had not planned 
to go into teaching, 
but I visited and it 
seemed like a great 
place to raise my 
family,” Bielinski said. 
“We were living in 
Manhattan. My wife 
was working as a 
musician in sacred 
music while I was 
working as an actor mostly trying to support her and 
our new son.”

Bielinski admitted that theater is a challenging 
industry to be in as a Catholic. “My wife helped 
to keep me centered and grounded while in New 
York,” he said. “Coming to North Dakota helped 
me to realign as a Catholic. I don’t think Canticle 
Productions would have existed otherwise. The 
name was my wife’s idea. It means Praise God. It 
helped me discern what kind of stories give glory to 
God and what kind are worth telling.”

Personnel at the University of Mary had heard about 
Daniel’s work as an undergraduate at Ave Maria 
University in Florida, where he had directed, acted 
in and produced plays. “I have the conviction that it 
was the hand of God that brought us here. Bismarck 
is an amazing community.”

Stories that glorify God
He started by making small films. “I began to clarify 
the mission and goal to glorify God by telling stories 
that honor the good, the true and the beautiful. 

Local Movie Director Strives
To Stay True To His Catholic Identity

Patti Armstrong
DCA Writer

CELEBRATING N.D. HISTORY ON THE BIG SCREEN

Telling stories from North Dakota history offers the 
opportunity to do that. I never wanted the message 
to be in the forefront of the work where people feel 
they are being preached at and the story is secondary. 
I believe in weaving faith into the stories which is 
more effective and more interesting as a storyteller.”

Future projects, according to Bielinski, include 
one about the rise and fall of Marquis de Morès in 
the North Dakota Badlands and the story of Hazel 
Miner who died while protecting her brother and 
sister by keeping them warm with her body during a 
spring blizzard in 1920. “It’s a very Christlike story,” 
Bielinski said. “She froze and died in the shape of a 
cross. As a parent, that story strikes me very deeply. 
It’s a North Dakota saint story.”

He also hopes on work on some saint stories. “I’m 
excited about telling more stories that are Catholic 

on the surface and Catholic underneath but still 
focused on good story telling. The Jesus story really 
is the greatest story ever told. Every story that we 
find moving, in some way, captures that. We find 
snippets of the Christ story, everywhere…Beauty 
and the Beast, Robinson Crusoe, in great literature.”

Latest movie
His current movie, End of the Rope is based in the 
town of Schaefer that faded away when the railroad 
came to nearby Watford City instead. “The only 
things left of the town are depressions in the ground 
and the old jail which we used in the film,” Bielinski 
noted. 

The story of a hanging was such a secretive matter 
that it’s only recently that people have been willing to 
open up about it, according to Bielinski. “For many 
years, if it came out that someone was in any way 
involved, they could have been brought to court.” 

In the end, emotions hit a boiling point. The sheriff 
is a hero, but there are no easy answers. Bielinski 
shared that following the first showing to the North 
Dakota legislators, one of them told him, “I feel 
like I’m that sheriff being confronted with moral 
dilemmas.” 

Its release will begin with select theaters in North 
Dakota in March and April before it shows in 40-
50 theaters around the state and in Minnesota, 
Montana, South Dakota and potentially other states 
and Canada. 

“We want to bring it to North Dakota as much as we 
can,” Bielinski explained. “We will have red carpet 
premiers with cast and crew present beginning with 
Watford City as a way to remember Dennis Johnson. 
He wrote the book [by the same name] that told the 
true story. He is listed as an executive producer to 
the movie and died on Thanksgiving Day 2021, just 
a few months after we finished filming. He became a 
good friend to me before he died.” 

For a complete listing of North Dakota premier Red-
Carpet showings, go to: EndofTheRopeFilm.com. 
Following will be a Q&A with the cast and crew and 
End of the Rope merchandise will be available. 

Director Daniel Bielinski’s newest movie, “End of the Rope,” is 

opening in local theaters this spring.

Daniel Bielinski



The Reverend John P. O’Leary, 95, passed away at 

Good Samaritan Society – St. Vincent’s in Bismarck 

on Jan. 31, 2023. A Mass of Christian Burial was 

held Monday, Feb. 6, 2023, at Cathedral of the Holy 

Spirit, Bismarck, with the Most Reverend David D. 

Kagan, Bishop of Bismarck, as celebrant. The priests 

of the Diocese of Bismarck concelebrated. Burial 

took take place at St. Mary’s Cemetery, Bismarck.

Father O’Leary was born on Jan. 5, 1928, in Minot, 

N.D., to John and Myrtle (Schofield) O’Leary. He was 

raised in Minot where he attended St. Leo’s School. 

He graduated high school from Mt. Carmel High 

School in Los Angeles and attended Los Angeles 

College for two years. He received his seminary 

education at St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. and 

was ordained a priest for the Diocese of Bismarck by 

Bishop Lambert Hoch, Bishop of Bismarck, on June 

7, 1954, at the Church of St. Mary, Richardton.

Father O’Leary’s first assignment in the Diocese of 

Bismarck was assistant at the Church of St. Mary, 

New England. For the next five years, he served as 

pastor of the Churches of Sts. Peter & Paul, Amidon, 

and Our Lady of Lourdes, Gaylord. In Aug.1962, he 

became Pastor of the Churches of St. Anne, Berthold, 

and St. Vincent de Paul, Des Lacs. He was a teacher at 

Bishop Ryan School for some time. From 1970-1979, 

he served as assistant at the Church of St. Patrick, 

Dickinson. His next assignment was assistant at the 

Church of St. Joseph, 

Dickinson, until 1988. 

During his time in 

Dickinson, he served 

as chaplain at Trinity 

High School. He 

served as parochial 

vicar at the Church of 

St. Francis of Assisi, Burlington, until it closed July 

1, 1994. In 1991, he became parochial vicar at the 

Churches of St. Mary, Foxholm, St. Ann, Berthold, 

and St. Vincent de Paul, Des Lacs, and served there 

until 1994. Father O’Leary’s next assignment was 

parochial administrator of the Church of St. Martin, 

Center, for one year. He was then assigned as 

parochial vicar of the Catholic Indian Mission. These 

parishes included: St. Peter, Fort Yates; St. Elizabeth, 

Cannon Ball; St. James, Porcupine; St. Philomena, 

Selfridge; and Sacred Heart, Solen, where he served 

until July 1996. Father O’Leary’s last assignment 

was pastor of the Church of St. Anthony, New Town, 

until July 1, 1998, when he retired. He resided at the 

Emmaus Place for several years before moving to St. 

Vincent’s. In his retirement, Fr. O’Leary continued 

to substitute in parishes throughout the diocese and 

he also provided Sunday Mass at the Church of St. 

Vincent, Crown Butte from 1999-2007.

Father O’Leary is survived by numerous cousins. He 

was preceded in death by his parents.

The Reverend Casimir A. Paluck, 88, passed away at 

the Benedictine Living Community in Bismarck on 

Jan. 29, 2023. A Mass of Christian burial was held 

Friday, Feb. 3, 2023, at the Cathedral of the Holy 

Spirit, Bismarck, with the Most Reverend David D. 

Kagan, Bishop of Bismarck, as celebrant. The priests 

of the Diocese of Bismarck concelebrated. Burial will 

be held later at St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Dickinson.

Father Paluck was born on Sept. 2, 1934, in Belfield, 

N.D., to Casmir and Rose (Custer) Paluck. He was 

raised on the family farm near Belfield and attended 

rural grade school and later graduated from the 

Assumption Abbey High School in Richardton, N.D. 

Father Paluck continued his education at St. John’s 

University, Collegeville, Minn. for two years followed 

by two years at Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary, 

Winona, Minn. He then continued his studies at St. 

Paul Seminary, St. Paul, Minn. He was ordained by 

Bishop Hilary B. Hacker, Bishop of Bismarck, on May 

20, 1961, at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit, Bismarck. 

Father Paluck’s first assignment in the Diocese of 

Bismarck was assistant pastor at the Church of St. 

Mary, Bismarck until 1967. He earned an M.A. in 

Guidance and Counseling from the University of 

North Dakota, Grand Forks. He then served as 

administrator at the Churches of St. Hildegard, 

Menoken, and St. Anthony, Driscoll. For several 

years, he was a teacher at St. Mary’s Central High 

School, Bismarck. His next assignment was assistant 

pastor at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit for two years. 

He then returned to the Churches of St. Hildegard 

and St. Anthony as pastor until 1973. Father Paluck 

then became pastor at the Church of St. Mary, New 

England and as administrator at the Church of Sts. 

Peter & Paul, Amidon. 

He spent the next 

10 years serving 

as pastor at the 

Church of St. Patrick, 

Dickinson. From 1993 

-2001, he was the 

pastor of the Catholic Indian Mission. These parishes 

included: St. Peter, Fort Yates; St. Elizabeth, Cannon 

Ball; St. James, Porcupine; St. Philomena, Selfridge; 

and Sacred Heart, Solen. For the next four months, 

he served as parochial vicar at the Church of St. 

Joseph, Mandan. His next assignment was pastor at 

the Churches of St. Joseph, Bowbells and St. John 

the Baptist, Portal until 2003. He also served as the 

administrator at the Church of St. Patrick, Crosby, 

and St. Luke, Noonan, for three months. Father 

Paluck then became parochial vicar at the Churches 

of Christ the King, Mandan; St. Martin, Huff; and St. 

Anthony, St. Anthony until he retired July 1, 2004. In 

his retirement, Father Paluck continued to substitute 

in parishes throughout the diocese and served as 

the director of continuing education for clergy and 

provided Sunday Mass at the Church of St. Vincent, 

Crown Butte.

Father Paluck is survived by his sister, Bernie Jacobs; 

nieces and nephews, Jon (Traci) Jacobs, Laura 

(Fred) Selensky, Ryan (Trish) Jacobs, David (Aileen) 

Paluck, Mark Paluck, and Mary Jo (Cesar) Lopes; 

sister-in-law, Mary Ann Paluck; and numerous great 

nieces and nephews.

He is preceded in death by his parents; his brother, 

Ray; and brother-in-law, Melvin Jacobs. 

OBITUARY FR. JOHN P. O’LEARYOBITUARY FR. CASIMIR A. PALUCK
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May almighty God bless us with his peace and strength, the Father and the Son and

the Holy Spirit. May the Angels lead thee into Paradise. May the Martyrs receive

thee at thy coming and take thee to the Holy City. May the Choirs of the Angels

receive thee and mayest thou have rest everlasting. Eternal rest grant unto him,

O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. Amen.
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NATIONAL MARCH FOR LIFE – WASHINGTON, D.C.
JANUARY 20

N.D. MARCH FOR LIFE – BISMARCK, N.D.
JANUARY 20
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“It is the simple things in life that can bring the greatest joys” is 

an expression that I have heard multiple times in my life. The 

phrase is a communication masterpiece that can encapsulate 

one’s ability to appreciate the various situations that arise in life.

 

Like many, I have been blessed to have scores of those “greatest 

joys.” Recently, my greatest, simple joy was a walk and talk with 

my spouse. 

 

I am “long of tooth” as a young friend of mine introduced me to 

an associate. I chuckled and agreed—because of the color of my 

hair and the speed at which I move. 

 

It was a nice, warm day, temperature in the mid-30s and no 

wind. I was preparing to set out on the daily mile or so walk 

doing chores. I heard, “Can I walk along?”

 

“Absolutely,” I said to my bride of over five decades. “I’ll feed 

the cat while you get dressed.” So, off I went to support mouse 

control in the shop, returning five minutes later.

 

“I feel like the Pillsbury dough boy,” she lamented as we 

departed. It was not date night but it was fun to share time 

together. Everything was white, serene and picture-perfect. We 

talked about a lot of things. 

 

This was a simple sharing of love that tugged at my heart. The walk 

was joyful, an outcome of a relationship which has undergone 

multiple makeovers that, at least from my perspective, has given 

way to experiencing and seeing God in everyone.

 

My spouse and I covered lots of topics but spent more time on 

one topic: abortion. I recounted that I had been able to witness 

the N.D. March for Life gathering on the state capitol steps in 

January during what I refer to as “right to life week.” 

While I was unable to stay for the entire event, the enthusiasm, 

the love, the support for life, was contagious. Here were young 

people from across the diocese celebrating God’s love and 

promoting life (they could because they had not been aborted). 

 

The passion of the focus of these young people has elevated my 

respect and hope for the future. I shared this with my spouse as 

we reflected on the blessings of our own children.

 

So, as my wife and I walked about, time seemed to move a little 

slower. God, however, was not worried about the speed because 

love comes in all sizes, shapes, speed, color, creed and gender.

 

As I reflected on this, I remembered God’s spirituality is a part 

of me. It is my responsibility, as a creation of God, to make the 

conscious choice to stand firm, to fulfill my oath of loyalty to 

God, to strive to honor God.

 

Respect for life is a most basic precept of God’s love. Jesus 

manifested God and I need to see God in the lives of my sisters 

and brothers, simple things like a walk about with my spouse 

and witnessing the fervor of young people supporting life.

 

I recognize action is necessary. I need to pledge to confide in 

God through prayer, through reflection, through self-sacrifice. 

This means commending my life to God.

 

Lent is here and this is a perfect time to see God’s love 

demonstrated through the works of those with whom I interact. 

This is the time to start over, seeing God in others—and hopefully 

sharing God’s love in life. I pray I am up to the task. 

 

Care to join me?

A Walk Is A Chance
To Witness God In Action

James Odermann

AG ATTITUDES

Odermann lives with his wife, Leona, on the family farm in Billings County. They are members of the Church of St. Patrick 
in Dickinson and assist with Eucharistic celebrations there as well as at the Churches of St. Bernard (Belfield) and St. Mary 
(Medora). 

Vocations Jamboree March 14-16
All are welcome to attend the annual University of Mary 2023 Vocations Jamboree Tuesday, March 14 
through 16 in Founders Hall at the Lumen Vitae University Center (LVUC) on campus. Wednesday at 7 
p.m., The Catholic University of America former president John Garvey will receive the university’s most 
prestigious Lumen Vitae Medal and then give a keynote. Visit www.umary.edu/vocjam for more details. 

Marriage Encounter Weekends
Show your spouse how much you appreciate them with some quality time together. Experience a Worldwide 
Marriage Encounter Weekend and discover the beauty of your relationship. The next Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend in the region is March 17-19 in Grand Forks and March 25-26 in Owatonna, Minn. 
Early registration is highly recommended. For more information visit our website at ndwwme.org or contact 
Rob and Angie at Applications@ndwwme.org or 701-347-1998.

Diocesan Chrism Mass is April 3
All are welcome to join Bishop Kagan as he celebrates the Chrism Mass on Monday, April 3 at 11 a.m. at the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit. Seating for the public will be limited.

Search Weekend Dates
Search for Christian Maturity is a weekend retreat experience which provides youth an opportunity to 
think, talk, question and dive deeper into their faith. The weekends are for any high school or college age 
person at least 15 years old. The program is both rooted in the Catholic faith and open to young people 
of any denomination or creed. Search weekends are held at the Badlands Ministries Camp just south of 
Medora. The final weekend for the season is April 14-16. Find more information at bismarckdiocese.com/
search1.

Sacred Music Workshop April 14-15
All are invited to a sacred music workshop April 14-15 at St. Wenceslaus in Dickinson presented by 
Dr. Jennifer Donelson-Nowicka, Director of Sacred Music at St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park, Calif. 
There will be talks about the Church’s vision for sacred music and praying with sacred music, instruction 
in reading and singing Gregorian chant, sung liturgies, opportunities for confession and prayer as well as 
fellowship with area musicians. Fee is $40 and includes meals. Registration deadline is March 27. Go to 
bit.ly/sacredmusicnd for more information. Contact keogh@ndsupernet.com with questions. The event is 
sponsored by St. Wenceslaus and Trinity High School.

Calling Those Who Want to Build a Culture of Life!
The Diocese of Bismarck Respect Life Office is offering a six-week formation on how to pray, reflect and 
accompany a woman in an unexpected pregnancy. Utilizing the series composed by the Sisters of Life and 
the McGrath Institute for Church Life, “Into Life: Love Changes Everything,” you will be formed in what it 
means to deeply listen to and understand the heart of another, how to rejoice in the beauty of the individual 
person and what it means to truly accompany someone into God’s life and freedom. Join us every Saturday 
in Lent — 3/4, 3/11, 3/18, 3/25, 4/1, at 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. (optional 8 a.m. Mass at Cathedral) at the 
Center for Pastoral Ministry, 520 N. Washington St. in Bismarck. To RSVP or to learn more, contact Alyssa 
Horn at ahorn@bismarckdiocese.com.

UPCOMING EVENTS
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Every legislative session—except during the pandemic—the North 
Dakota Catholic Conference hosts a dinner for legislators. The 
dinner provides an opportunity for the bishops and conference 
board members to show their appreciation for our elected 
officials and enjoy a time of fellowship and meal. As a rule, we 
do not engage in any lobbying and do not make the legislators sit 
through a presentation.

This year was different. The new ethics law, ironically, requires 
such events to include lobbying, which the Ethics Commission 
calls “an educational component.”

To comply with the new law, I gave a short talk on the sources 
and the process that the bishops use when they take a position on 
a bill. Because Catholics in the state might also wonder how the 
process works, what follows is a revised version of my talk.

It starts with Sacred Scripture. All of it, from Genesis to Revelation, 
divinely reveals the truths about the human person, the ordering 
of society and our interactions with each other. This is especially 
true for the Gospels because Christ is the complete Revelation.

In fact, the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 
which was promulgated by St. Pope John Paul II to summarize 
the Church’s social doctrine cites Scripture over 600 times. 
Everything the North Dakota Catholic Conference does is rooted 
in Scripture. This is the first “rule” of the conference.

Through the years, the Church gained a greater understanding of 
the foundational teachings found in Scripture. The Compendium 
puts it this way: “[Social Doctrine] has its roots in Sacred 
Scripture, especially the Gospels and the apostolic writings, 
and takes on shape and body beginning from the Fathers of the 
Church and the great Doctors of the Middle Ages, constituting 
a doctrine in which, even without explicit and direct Magisterial 
pronouncements, the Church gradually came to recognize her 
competence.” 

This brings us to the Church Fathers, such as St. John 
Chrysostom—probably the only saint I have quoted in legislative 
testimony. And, St. Basil the Great, who, as a bishop, appealed to 
the local Roman governor to build a bridge, not because Scripture 
said, “build a bridge,” but because, applying the principles of 
Scripture, he concluded that it was needed for the common good.

Among the western Church Fathers, there was St. Augustine. He 
not only wrote City of God, but, with his fellow bishops in North 

Africa, created what could be called the first Catholic conference. 
The bishops hired a layperson, who was also a lawyer, to protect 
the rights of the Church and the poor before the Imperial Courts.

In the Middle Ages, we have St. Thomas Aquinas. He showed how 
the governing of society can be expressed in the Natural Law. 
The Natural Law can be knowable by people of goodwill with the 
use of reason and without appeal to Divine Revelation alone. For 
example, the Ten Commandments state “Thou shall not steal,” 
but people who have never heard of the Ten Commandments can 
conclude that stealing is wrong.

This is the second “rule” of the North Dakota Catholic Conference. 
A position must be knowable in the Natural Law. 

Later in the history of the Church, we have the social encyclicals. 
They provide magisterial teaching about the economy, labor, 
the environment, social conditions, peace, war and more. All 
the teachings of the encyclicals are rooted in Scripture and 
expressible in the Natural Law. Along with the encyclicals, we 
have the documents of Vatican II, the Catechism, and, finally, the 
Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church.

The result is the body of Catholic social doctrine. The bishops then 
examine contemporary issues, including bills in the North Dakota 
legislature, in light of this doctrine. The North Dakota Catholic 
Conference’s role is to provide the bishops with information and 
carry out their decisions. The conference, therefore, contributes 
the Church’s voice to legislation and issues facing our lawmakers. 

At times, a legislator may disagree with the bishops. This brings 
us to the third rule of the Catholic Conference. Disagreement 
does not mean that the legislator is a bad Catholic, a bad Christian 
or a bad person. The conference’s role is to contribute to the 
development of public policy, not to judge whether someone is a 
good or bad Catholic, Christian or person.

In summary, the positions taken by the North Dakota Catholic 
Conference must be rooted in Scripture, expressible in the 
Natural Law, made by the bishops of North Dakota and done in a 
manner that judges the bill, not the legislator. 

On a personal note, I want to share what I told the legislators at 
the North Dakota Catholic Conference dinner. “For me, someone 
who loves the law, the political process and the Church, I cannot 
imagine a better vocation. And I cannot think of a better place to 
exercise that vocation than North Dakota.”

Father, some of my Christian friends are wondering why 
Catholics focus on Jesus’ death when He is already raised from 
the dead. They think we should remove our crucifixes and, 
instead, focus on Christ’s Resurrection. How can I respond?

Our Blessed Lord’s Resurrection is the crowning truth of our faith 
in Christ. Even nominal Catholics know the central importance 
of Easter being recognized as the most important day of the 
liturgical year. (Only Christmas could give it a run for its money 
in popularity!) Catholics, as well as other denominations, know 
how to celebrate Christ’s Resurrection properly and exultantly. 
The very source and summit of Catholic Christianity is Jesus’ 
Body truly present in the most Holy Eucharist. The Holy 
Eucharist is nothing less than His Risen Flesh, the glorified 
Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity of Our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ. 

Additionally, the reason Catholics come to Mass on Sunday 
rather than any other day of the week is because that is the day 
that Jesus rose from the dead—the day of the Resurrection. 
Focus on the Resurrection doesn’t come from any lack of 
attention to the Crucifixion but rather a result of our focus on it.

Those who want to set side Jesus’ suffering and death in favor 
of His Resurrection are setting themselves up for confusion 
towards the paschal mystery, that is, the central mystery of the 
faith: Passion, death, Resurrection and Ascension. Although 
these four events happened at different intervals of time, they 
cannot be interpreted or celebrated without each other.

Since focus on our Lord’s Crucifixion takes nothing away from, 
but rather enhances our celebration of the Resurrection, we 
ought to focus on our Lord’s Crucifixion as best we can. Here 
are three ways we can deepen devotion to the Resurrection by 
way of Our Lord’s Passion: (1) by meditating on Our Lord’s own 
words, (2) by considering the actions of the disciples first to 
witness the Resurrection and (3) from the aspect of Christianity 
lived throughout the centuries.

First, from Our Lord’s own words, when the apostles James and 
John expressed their desire to share His glory in heaven, Jesus 
reminded them that they must first be willing to drink the cup of 
suffering (cf. Mk 10:37-38). This, we can say that Our Lord’s own 
desire is that we not forget the suffering we must endure in this 
life if we hope to be able to enter into the resurrection with Him.

“Even Satan wants to hide the crucifixes from
our churches and our homes because he knows 
they express the power of the Passion of Christ 

and reveal how much He loves us.”

Second, think about those disciples who were closest to Him at 
His Resurrection. Mary Magdalene was there first; then came 
running Peter and John. Isn’t it quite telling that they were the 
last to abandon Him in His agony? Of course, Peter did deny 
him but not without first showing his willingness to fight to the 
death with the sword and even followed Jesus up to the place 
where they were condemning Him before his courage failed 
and he denied Christ. John went even further to the foot of 
the cross, bravely standing by Our Blessed Mother and looking 
upon Our Lord as He died. And, of course, Mary Magdalene who 
clung to Jesus’ feet and wept bitterly. What we learn from Sts. 
Peter, John and Mary Magdalene is that authentic witness to 
the Resurrection comes only through closeness to Jesus in His 
Passion and death. We would be wise to do the same.

Lastly, the witness of 20 centuries of saints who profess their 
faith in the Resurrection—every single one of them come 
faithfully to the cross of Christ and recommended it to all who 
wish to follow in their footsteps. Saint Ignatius of Antioch spoke 
of an immense desire to suffer with Christ, because only then 
could he experience the glory of His Resurrection. Saint Francis 
of Assisi ignited the fire of devotion to the Risen Lord in the 
hearts of all the faithful for centuries by promoting the way of 
the cross (Stations of the Cross). Devotions to the cross of Christ 
is the very gateway to the glory of resurrection. It is our only 
hope for heaven.

Even Satan wants to hide the crucifixes from our churches and 
our homes because he knows they express the power of the 
Passion of Christ and reveal how much He loves us. Let’s not 
remove our crucifixes or lessen our devotion to the Passion of 
Christ. Instead, while we continue in this valley of tears, longing 
for the glory of resurrection, let us not hesitate to stand next 
to Our Blessed Mother at the foot of the cross. We must follow 
the examples of all the saints and be inspired by the words of 
St. Paul, “For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified” (cf. 1 Cor. 2:2).

Educating On The Role Of
North Dakota Catholic Conference

Q:  Why Do Catholics
Focus on Jesus’ Death?

Christopher Dodson Fr. John Paul Gardner

BALANCING CHURCH & STATE QUESTIONS I WAS AFRAID TO ASK

Dodson serves as executive director of the N.D. Catholic Conference, the official liaison for the dioceses of Fargo and 
Bismarck in matters of public policy.  

Fr. John Paul Gardner is parochial vicar at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck. If you have a 
question you were afraid to ask, now is the time to ask it! Simply email your question to
info@bismarckdiocese.com with the “Question Afraid to Ask” in the subject line.
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For full schedule and free registration,
visit umary.edu/VocJam.

VocationsVocationsVocations
Jamboreeamboree

MARCH 14-16, 2023

for Life.

JJoin the University of Mary for its
eighth annual Vocations Jamboree 
Meet members of religious communities from around 
the country, ask questions, schedule personal meetings 
with vocations representatives, and learn more about 
opportunities to serve God and the community.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
(Open to the Public)
John Garvey, former president of 
The Catholic University of America
Wednesday, March 15 at 7:00 PM
Lumen Vitae University Center, University of Mary

Featuring a message from John Garvey. 

Mr. Garvey was the President of �e 

Catholic University of America from 

2010 to 2023 and is now an Ordinary 

Professor at Catholic University’s 

Columbus School of Law. He is the 

author and coauthor of numerous books 

and has been awarded the Catholic 

Press Association award and the Alpha 

Sigma Nu Jesuit book award. 

“Many people mistake our work for our 
vocation. Our vocation is the love of Jesus.” 
— Mother Teresa

Mar. 1 Fr. Keith Streifel
Mar. 2 Deacon Jim Wosepka
Mar. 3 Br. Herman Kim, OSB
Mar. 4 Sr. Carol Axtmann, OSB
Mar. 5 All Lay Ministers
Mar. 6 Fr. Roger Synek
Mar. 7 Deacon Stephen Young
Mar. 8 Seminarian Jacob Schepp
Mar. 9 Abbot Daniel Maloney, OSB 
Mar. 10 Sr. Madelyn Louttit, OSB
Mar. 11 Sisters Ministering in Williston
Mar. 12 All Seminarians and Religious in   
 Formation
Mar. 13 Fr. Nicholas Vetter
Mar. 14 Deacon Ron Zachmann
Mar. 15 Br. Charles McDaniels, OSB

Mar. 16 Sr. Karen Warren, SSND
Mar. 17 Fr. Josh Waltz
Mar. 18 Deacon Bob Zent
Mar. 19 Campus Ministers
Mar. 20 Fr. Boniface Muggli, OSB
Mar. 21 Sr. Nancy Miller, OSB
Mar. 22 Seminarian Isaiah Jilek
Mar. 23 Fr. Justin Waltz
Mar. 24 Deacon Ben Auch
Mar. 25 Deacon Jim Baker
Mar. 26 Fr. Ben Wanner
Mar. 27 Deacon John Bachmeier
Mar. 28 Sr. Rita Miller, OSB
Mar. 29 Sr. Renee Branigan, OSB
Mar. 30 Fr. Terry Wipf
Mar. 31 Seminarian Joseph Richter

PRAY FOR THE PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS, DEACONS SERVING OUR DIOCESE 
AND THOSE IN FORMATION AND LAY MINISTERS

An invitation from the Bismarck-Mandan Serra Club

NEWS BRIEFS

EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER DIRECTOR

St. Joseph Catholic School in Williston is looking for a gifted and highly motivated director for Little Joe’s Early 
Childhood Center. This new state-of-the-art facility is expected to be completed by May 1, with its opening planned 
for the beginning of September. Starting salary is $55,000 with a $5,000 signing bonus and excellent benefits. To see 
a complete description of the position’s duties and benefits, please visit the parish and/or school websites at www.
stjparish.com or www.stjschoolwilliston.com. To apply, please send your resume to Fr. Russ Kovash at rkovash@
bismarckdiocese.com or Principal Narcel Clark at Narcel.Clark@k12.nd.us. 

SAFE ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM IN FULL COMPLIANCE

Each year, the Diocese of Bismarck is required to undergo an audit to ensure compliance with the articles of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s Charter for the Protection of Children and Young People. Bishop David Kagan 
is pleased to announce that, for the audit year 2021-2022, the diocese was found to be in full compliance with the 
requirements in the Charter.

EVANGELIZATION JOB OPENING

The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit is actively seeking a full-time team member for the Office of Evangelization to assist 
with evangelization efforts for our parish and community youth, collegians, and young adults. Prior experience in the 
area of evangelization is required. We offer a competitive salary, health insurance, vision and dental insurance, paid 
time off, and 401k matching. All offers of employment are pending a clear background check and reference check. 
Please submit cover letter, resume, and three references to our office manager, Dianna Trnka, Cathedral of the Holy 
Spirit, 519 Raymond St., Bismarck, N.D. 58501.
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This Could  
Be You! 

Contact Jon for 
Career Opportunities

Wayne Cherney, FIC, LUTCF 
Devils Lake  

701-662-4420  
701-739-8143 

wayne.cherney@kofc.org  

Sam Owan, FIC 
Williston/Minot  
701-609-1918  

samuel.owan@kofc.org

Joel Herman, FICF 
Wahpeton, Jamestown  

701-219-5847 
joel.herman@kofc.org 

Don Willey, FIC 
Bismarck  

701-202-9089  
don.willey@kofc.org

© Knights of Columbus, 1 Columbus Plaza, New Haven, CT 06510

Jamison Fettig 
Napoleon  

701-325-0712  
jamison.fettig@kofc.org

Our signature product. Insure your life for life.

Affordable protection for temporary needs.

Retirement income you can count on. Guaranteed.

Protect your assets. Get quality care. Prepare for the future.

Receive an income even when you are sick or can’t work.

Permanent Life Insurance

* As of 01/2021, rated A+ Superior by A.M. Best

Disability Income Insurance
Long-Term Care Insurance 

Retirement Annuities 
Term Life Insurance 

The Knights of Columbus offers a full-line of quality, flexible products  
backed by our highly-rated financial strength* to help protect your Catholic family.

A Portfolio of Protection 

Jon Beebe 
General Agent 

(605) 882-8689 
jon.beebe@kofc.org 

www.kofcbeebeagency.com
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PERIODICAL

PROTECTING OUR CHILDREN
The Diocese of Bismarck is firmly committed to the health and protection of our children, young people and vulnerable adults. With the hope of healing 
the pain and suffering from sexual abuse in the Catholic Church, we encourage anyone who has suffered from this abuse to please come forward and 
let us know. To report allegations of sexual abuse, please contact: Dale Eberle, Chancellor, Diocese of Bismarck, PO Box 1575, Bismarck, ND  58502-
1575.  Phone: 701-223-1347 or 1-877-405-7435. Email the victim assistance coordinator, Joyce McDowall, at victimassistance@bismarckdiocese.com.

CODE OF CONDUCT
The Catholic Church must be exemplary: Clergy, staff, whether diocesan or parish, and volunteers are held accountable for their behavior.  To enable 
the highest level of accountability, there must be a clear and unambiguous definition of appropriate behavior. To this end, this Code of Conduct is 
defined for the Diocese of Bismarck and it provides a foundation for implementing effective and enforceable standards for all personnel. View the 
Code of Conduct at www.bismarckdiocese.com.


