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The Epiphany of the Lord
JANUARY 8,  2023

Adoration of Magi scene in Cathedral of Santa Maria Assunta 
(Duomo) Francesco Zanella (1671 - 1717)
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Submit announcements for parish publications at www.StIgnatiusSF.org

Download Order of Worship

Office Hours

Monday–Friday | 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
*Offices Closed Mon. Dec. 26, 2022

In All Things Bookstore

Monday-Friday | 10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Sunday | 11:00 am – 5:00 pm

LITURGY AND WORSHIP

Daily Mass

Monday–Saturday | 9:00 am

Weekend Mass

Saturday Vigil | 5:00 pm
Sunday | 8:00 am, 10:00 am (+Livestream), 5:00 pm

Reconciliation

Saturday | 3:45 pm and by appointment

PARISH STAFF DIRECTORY 
 

Fr. Greg Bonfiglio, S.J.
pastor

415.422.6398
gbonfiglio@usfca.edu

Maureen Corrigan
database manager &  
development assistant

415.422.2188
mfcorrigan@usfca.edu

Don Crean
baptisms, weddings, and funerals

415.422.6520
crean@usfca.edu

Fr. Paul Devot, S.J.
associate pastor

415.422.2371
pddevot@usfca.edu

Lisa Freese
director of faith formation

415.422.2195
lcfreese@usfca.edu

Eddy Gutierrez
deacon

eddy.gutierrez@yahoo.com

Quincy Krashna
sacristan & building manager

qkrashna@usfca.edu

Emily McFarland
director of development

415.422.6503
giving@stignatiussf.org

Sr. Theresa Moser, RSCJ
parish administrator emerita

moser@usfca.edu  

Rick Votava
assistant sacristan

ravotava@usfca.edu

Maggie Warner
director of liturgy & music

415.422.6021
mwarner2@usfca.edu

Fr. John Whitney, S.J.
associate pastor

415.422.3272
jwhitney@usfca.edu
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Audio devices for the hard of hearing and
gluten-free Eucharist available upon request.

WEEKLY MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday, January 7, 2023

5:00 pm | Maurice Smith II (D)

Sunday, January 8, 2023

8:00am | Mary O’Connell (L)
10:00 am | For the Parishioners of St. Ignatius
5:00 pm | Kathy Baumann (L) sick

Monday, January 9, 2023

9:00 am | Angelo, Mary and Eleanor Minnetti (D)

Tuesday, January 10, 2023

9:00 am | Ron Sulewski  (D)

Wednesday, January 11, 2023 

9:00 am | Dr. David Sugarman (D)

Thursday, January 12, 2023

9:00 am | Leticia Mondero Cayabyab  (D)

Friday, Januar 13, 2023

9:00 am | Renato Abalahin (D)

Saturday, January 14, 2023

9:00 am | Loretta Vitullo Cichon (D)

SACRAMENTS
Baptism
Registered, active parishioners should contact Don Crean two 
months prior to baptismal date. crean@usfca.edu, 415.422.6520

Weddings
Registered, active parishioners should contact Don Crean six 
months prior to wedding date. crean@usfca.edu, 415.422.6520

Anointing of the Sick
Please call the Parish Office at 415.422.2188.

Funerals
To arrange a funeral, contact Don Crean, crean@usfca.edu, 
415.422.6520

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults
Contact Mary Romo at romom@usfca.edu, or 415.307.6846

READINGS

Sunday, January 8, 2023

Reading I Isaiah 60:1-6
Jerusalem shall be a light to all nations.

Responsorial Psalm:  Psalm 72:1-2,7-8,10-11,12-13
Every nation on earth shall worship the Lord.

Reading II Ephesians 3:2-3a,5-6
Gentiles are coheirs in the promise of Christ.

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12
The Magi seek out Jesus and do him homage.

Sunday, January 15, 2023

Reading I Isaiah 49:3,5-6
Responsorial Psalm Psalm 40:2,4,7-10
Reading II 1 Corinthians 1:1-3
Gospel John 1:29-34

PRESIDER SCHEDULE

Saturday, January 7, 2023

5:00 pm | Fr. Greg Bonfiglio, S.J. 

Sunday, January 8, 2023

8:00 am | Fr. John Whitney, S.J.
10:00 am | Fr. Paul Devot, S.J.
5:00 pm | Fr. John Whitney, S.J.

Saturday, January 14, 2023

5:00 pm | Fr. John Whitney, S.J.

Sunday, January 15, 2023

8:00 am | Fr. Greg Bonfiglio, S.J.
10:00 am | Fr. Greg Bonfiglio, S.J./Deacon Eddy Gutierrez

5:00 pm | Fr. Alejandro Baez, S.J.
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It is a story I have known since my child-
hood, when I watched the animated 
version of The Little Drummer Boy with 
my parents, or sang We Three Kings at 
church. The subject of countless paint-

ings, in various cultures and styles, it is almost 
as familiar as the story of the stable itself, and 
of that night when Mary and Joseph, rejected 
by the inn keeper, sought shelter among the 
cattle as Mary gave birth. 

Magi—astrologers from Persia, known for 
their wisdom in reading the night sky—travel 
into Roman occupied Israel, after witnessing 
the rising of a new star. Believing that this star 
portends the birth of a great king, they go first 
to the ancient seat of the Israelite kingdom: 
to Jerusalem. There they meet with Herod 
the Great, who holds the title, King of the 
Jews, through the power of the Roman army, 
and who knows nothing of the signs spoken 
of by the magi. Calling the priests from the 
temple of Solomon, he asks them to search 
in the treasury of Scripture for some clue to 
understand the magi’s message, and learns 
that ancient prophecies predict that one “who 
is to shepherd my people Israel” will be born 
someday in Bethlehem, in the region of Judah. 
Though Herod, like all those in power residing 
in Jerusalem, is “greatly troubled” by the idea 

of a new-born king—who could threaten the 
status-quo and stir up Roman reprisals—he 
tells the magi of the prophecy, and promises 
to follow them, if they find the child. So, they 
leave Jerusalem, and as they travel, the star 
returns, leading them to a place where they 
find the child with Mary, his mother. And 
there  they kneel to honor him, opening gifts 
of gold, a sign of kingship; and frankincense, 
an offering for a god; and myrrh, the precious 
balm used to prepare the dead for burial. 
And afterwards, having laid their cryptic gifts 
before the child, they leave, returning not to 
Herod in Jerusalem, but to their own country 
by another route, never to appear in Scripture 
again.

Later traditions added many legendary piec-
es to this story—e.g., that there are three 
magi (though Matthew never tells us this); 
that they are actually kings; that their names 
are Balthasar of Arabia, Melchior of Persia, 
and Gaspar of India. Yet, as described in the 
Gospel of Matthew, the magi are intentionally 
mysterious, like the priest of Salem, Melchize-
dek, who greets Abram in the book of Gene-
sis, carrying bread and wine, and proclaiming, 
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, the 
creator of heaven and earth” (Gen. 14:19).

In the Margins 
The Magi & Me

The Child we seek / doesn’t need our gold.
On love, on love alone / he will build his kingdom.

His piercéd hand will hold no scepter, / his haloed 
head will wear no crown;

his might will not be built / on your toil.
Swifter than lightning / he will soon walk among us.

He will bring us new life / and receive our death,
and the keys to his city / belong to the poor.

-Gian Carlo Menotti-
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Similar to Melchizedek, whom later writers 
see as prefiguring Christ, the magi and their 
gifts foreshadow the life and death of Jesus, 
and symbolize the way the gospel will be 
accepted by gentiles, even while threatened 
by those to whom knowledge of God was orig-
inally entrusted. Thus, while we may wonder 
about the historical accuracy of the magi’s 
visitation (as with much in the infancy narra-
tives), there is no doubt that the story itself 
has a symbolic dimension, intended to open 
our hearts and challenge our own sense as 
disciples and followers of Christ and of the 
Spirit who leads us to him.

As I have grown older, I have come to realize 
how much more important it is to be among 
the magi, the pilgrims, than it is to be like 
those in Jerusalem: blessed with every gift and 
grace, who find such pilgrims troubling. For 
the magi, with little or no knowledge of the 
covenant of God or the promise of Christ, fol-
low the star they encounter through observa-
tion and reflection. Like so many good people 
I know—both within the Church and beyond 
it—these magi are moved by experience and 
discernment. They are watchers, who try to 
read the signs given to them without fear or 
ideology. And because they are willing to look, 
they see the star rising in the darkness of the 
world, and follow it into that darkness, even 
without fully understanding where they are 
going. 

Through hardships and deserts, among the 
homeless and the displaced, at the side of 
children and non-believers, they journey: 
sometimes in joy and sometimes in sorrow. 
And though, in following their star, they may 
end up in the wrong place for awhile—believ-
ing that the palaces of power and prestige, of 
tradition and knowledge will bring fulfillment 
to their quest—they come eventually to rec-
ognize these as places of disappointment. 
For while Herod and the chief priests have 
everything they need to find the Christ—have 
the books of Moses and the teaching of the 
prophets, the covenant given to Abraham and 
the power to complete the search—they are 
unwilling to go along the path of the magi, 
and are threatened by the very light their 
tradition recalls. Thus, they stay in Jerusalem, 
behind walls of money and power, racial priv-
ilege and intellectual superiority—walls that 
mark their slavery and betray the very gifts 
their ancestors received. Those who refuse to 
become pilgrims lock themselves in ideologies 
and ideas of truth, even while failing to pursue 
the living truth that burns in their hearts, as 
the star burns in the sky.



6
  |  A Welcoming and Inclusive Jesuit, Catholic Community 

Yet, for the magi, the end of their pilgrimage 
comes only when they leave the centers of 
power and ideology. For these women and 
men, the guiding star always leads from theo-
ry and fear into encounter and hope. Indeed, 
the star always comes to rest where one may 
encounter the living Christ Jesus: among the 
poor and outcast, the despised and desper-
ate, among those whom the world rejects but 
who hold in their hearts the fullness of God 
and the light of the Spirit. Here we must lay 
down our gifts.Here we find our fulfillment.
Many years ago, while visiting Rome, I hap-
pened upon the church of Sant Agostino near 
the Piazza Navonna. There I found a painting 
by Caravaggio, Our Lady of the Pilgrims, which 
moved me deeply. Highly controversial in its 
day, the painting shows two pilgrims—a man 
and a woman—at the door of Mary’s house. 
The doorway itself is chipped and the wall be-
side it has plaster missing, revealing the bricks 
beneath. 

Mary, with only the slightest line of a halo 
circling her head, stands at the door, bare-
foot and dressed in red, her leg bent and 
feet crossed as she supports the body of her 
naked child. She is a poor woman, who clearly 
loves her child, and who looks, kind but weary, 
upon the barefoot and kneeling pilgrims on 
her stoop. Though not intended as an image 
of the magi, this painting has replaced for me 
all earlier images—images of camels and car-
avans, chests of gold and wise men dressed 
in the elegance of the east. For in the craggy 
faces of those two pilgrims, in the worn staffs 
they hold and the patched clothing they wear, 
I see myself—and all the other pilgrims who 
have followed the star, seeking this epiphany 
of love.

Fr. John Whitney, S.J., Associate Pastor

(“In the Margins” is inspired by the Ignatian practice of 
finding God in all things, especially in the margins of 
society and in those most in need.)
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sign up for our newsletter to stay up to date on all events, programs and activities at
www.StIgnatiusSF.org/newsletter

Thank You! For “Gifts of the Magi” 
Supporting Epiphany Center!

Thanks to all who brought gifts on 
Christmas Eve to support our neigh-
bors at Epiphany Center, who work 
to provide care for families.

Advent Giving Tree Thank You!

Your generosity supported 12 local 
non-profits and provide over 290 
gifts to those who might not have 
received Christmas gifts.  Special 
thanks to all our energetic elves 
who created gift tags, decorated, 
sorted and delivered gifts.

Simple Needs Collection Sunday, 
January 22, 2023

Simple Needs Drive this month will 
happen on January 22. This drive 
will support the Missionaries of 
Charity. Please bring cans of hominy 
to donate. 

Children’s Faith Formation Resumes 
January 8, 2023

All Children’s Faith Formation 
classes (including First Communion, 
and Confirmation) resume on this 
weekend, January 8. 


