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Thursday, April 7, 2022 

Final Report of the Synod at St. 
Ignatius, San Francisco, California: 
Recommendations for the Universal Synod 

Preface - Structure of the Synod 
The Synod at St. Ignatius was structured along the lines recommended in the 
Preparatory Document—especially paragraph 26—in which we are invited (1) to call 
to mind our experiences of “journeying together” in our particular Church; then (2) to 
reflect upon those experiences, looking for joys and obstacles, wounds and insights 
which are elicited; and finally, (3) to gather the fruits to share from these reflections. 
Through three Sessions, each of which offered two opportunities to gather, over 100 
of the faithful told their stories and listened to the stories of others, then reflected 
on the compiled stories of the community, and brought forth the following fruit for 
the good of the Church and as a call from the Spirit to the Synod of Bishops that 
will gather in Rome in October 2023. 

What follows are the consensus conclusions of the Synod at St. Ignatius. 

1. The sense of communion, which both arises from mission and fosters a 
deeper sense of mission, is seen as a primary grace found in the Church. 
That which wounds this communion—especially clericalism, legalism, 
and other forms of inauthentic leadership—are the greatest sadness. 

- The majority of people participating in the Synod spoke of grace emerging from 
experiences of community, of personal welcome, of compassionate care, and of the 
opportunities for common enterprise for social justice as the key blessings found in 
the Church. In these ways, as well as homilies and liturgies that speak to the human 
experience, the members of the Synod experience the abiding presence of a Christ. 
There is a common yearning to be with God in the body of Christ, and, thus, a deep 
sense of loss when the Body of Christ is fractured by the loss of members, especially 
when caused by rigid and inhumane structures or by ministers (e.g., priests, bishops, 
Vatican offices) who seem more concerned with rules than with persons. 

2. The deepest wounds in the Church are caused by preferring theological 
ideas over persons. Thus, the first call of the Spirit is the inclusion of 
women at all levels and in all ministries, including ordained ministries, 
of the Church. 

- The consistent experience and reflection of this community calls the Church to 
embrace more fully the universally welcoming message of Christ, which is too often 
dissipated by structural inequities and human traditions contrary to the teaching and 
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life of Jesus. Nowhere is this more profoundly felt than in the continuing exclusion of 
the lives and voices of women from the pulpit and the leadership of the Church.  

- The failure to give women full voice and ministry within the Church is seen as a 
fundamental reason that young people are turning away from the institution—as 
they perceive a structural bias supported by weak theology and contrary to justice, to 
the movement of the Spirit, and to the clear example of Jesus Christ. 

- The Synod at St. Ignatius calls for revisions to the structure and the teaching of the 
Church to allow women to exercise the ministries—both structural and sacramental—
to which each may be called by virtue of her baptism, the gifts she has received, and 
the movement of the Holy Spirit in her heart.  

- This would include, but not be limited to, the reestablishment of the ordained 
diaconate for women, as is currently under study, so that the voice of women 
might be heard consistently from the pulpit, and they might be available to assist at 
weddings, baptisms, and in other sacramental contexts. 

- Further, the abilities of women should be recognized in all roles of governance within 
the Church (as Pope Francis has begun to do), and steps should be taken to include 
them at every level, from the parish, to the diocese, to the Church universal. 

- Finally, teachings regarding women, on issues such as family life, should be 
examined to ensure that historic structures of inequity do not continue to be included 
within the teaching of the Church. 

3. The Spirit calls in our time for the full, authentic welcome of LGBTQ+ 
persons, and a reform of teachings, using current scientific, 
psychological, and theological understanding. 

- The experience and reflection of this community calls the Church to reexamine and 
reform our relationship with LGBTQ+ persons, welcoming them as sisters and 
brothers in their desire to live authentically, and lovingly the way in which God has 
created them. Too many good women and men are pushed from the Church by 
language and questionable theological  principles which condemn their authentic 
desire to live integral and authentic lives.  

- The Synod at St. Ignatius believes that the institutional leadership of the Church 
needs greater humility and a more scientific approach, which recognizes the 
mysterious and complex questions of human sexuality and gender identity. We 
believe that concepts such as “intrinsically disordered” should be removed from our 
teaching, and a preference for the persons—beginning from experience—should be 
our starting point. 
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4. Given the experience of disconnection between the ordained ministers 
and those they are called to serve, we believe a more synodal model of 
the Church—which includes discernment and an increased listening to 
voice of the baptized—is needed at every level of the Church. 
Leadership must begin with humility, in the model of Jesus, and a 
sincere desire for reconciliation. 

- A strong sense emerged in the Synod at St. Ignatius of disordered and often arrogant 
leadership in the Church, at every level. Pastors and bishops, especially, were 
identified as mired in legalism at the expense of persons, and as promoting political 
ideology at the expense of gospel values. 

- Bishops were seen lacking the “smell of the sheep”—i.e., as men isolated from the 
experience of the faithful both by their own choices and by structures which do not 
permit or encourage authentic consultation and deep listening.  

- A desire was noted, and widely supported, for more inclusion of the baptized in 
the selection of pastors at all levels—especially in the episcopate—as was seen, in 
various ways, in the ancient tradition of the Church. Bishops, who have been 
assigned at times more to regulate than to pastor the faithful are seen contrary to 
the gospel and to the example set out in Scripture. 

- Many bishops and leaders in the Church are seen to act not as teachers but as scolds, 
not as pastors but as rule-monitors, who do not inspire through the Spirit, but rather 
enforce often hair-splitting rules that divide and alienate the community of faith. 
Legalism and pharisaism—especially (but not exclusively) in areas of liturgical 
practice and moral theology—were seen as the rotten fruit of an isolated and 
clericalized caste, which too often ignores the experience and voice of God’s People.   

- Specific examples of this clericalized isolation include the “weaponizing of the 
Eucharist” for ideological reasons, a lack of transparency in the training of priests, 
and an over-emphasis on the issue of abortion (to the exclusion of other issues of 
life especially environmental degradation and global warming). 

- The Synod was praised as the first time many of the baptized have ever been asked 
for real input, but this praise was mitigated by the many bishops who have failed 
to have meaningful and comprehensive participation and dialogue. 

- There is a need to trust that the Spirit is at work among the People of God, and that 
the whole People of God—and not just the bishops—are capable of discerning 
together the call of the Spirit in the Church. This differs from the defensiveness and 
anti-incarnational pessimism which seem so prevalent among many of the bishops 
and other leaders in the Church.  
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5. The example of Jesus calls for a profound commitment by the Church 
and its leadership to the welcome of all persons, and to the practice of 
reconciliation that seeks true healing for past wounds. 

- The departure of many young people, raised and educated in the faith, connects to 
areas already mentioned, but also to the sense among the members of the Synod at St. 
Ignatius, that the Church needs to focus on the failures to include and welcome so 
many who nurture a spiritual life, but find the Church either irrelevant or injurious to 
their experience of God. 

- Though the exclusion of women and of LGBTQ+ persons were the particular issues 
most often mentioned, there was also consensus in opposition to other forms of 
alienation and marginalization in the Church. If the people of God are the primary 
Sacrament in the Church, as Vatican II maintains, then the Church should hold them 
with even more care and compassion than it does the Eucharist, given for them. 

- There is a need to address systemic and historic racism, especially in the US 
Catholic Church, which leaves Peoples of Color and Indigenous Peoples on the 
margins of ministry and practice. The notion of the Church as a monoculture, 
which has moved away from inculturation or kept people of color out of places of 
leadership has been particularly harmful. 

- There is a need to reconcile divorced and remarried Catholics, who often are driven 
out of the Church for being faithful to the person to whom they are currently 
married. Though perhaps theologically challenging, the pastoral need to welcome 
these people back into the community, and to support them in the fidelity of their 
lives calls for greater effort on the part of the Church. 

- There is a need to care for those often marginalized by age or condition. The elderly 
and the disabled, the single and the young are, as one person put it, “placed in the 
shadows,” and need to be brought into the light. 

- Finally, true reconciliation following the global sexual and leadership crisis continues 
to be lacking in many ways and in many parts of the Church. The sense that fixing 
structures to prevent future abuse is enough fails to heal the experience of survivors 
of direct abuse and of the many who—even if not abused themselves—have been 
wounded by the Church’s institutional failure. True repentance, with humility and 
acceptance of responsibility by those in power and by the institution itself (at every 
level) is perceived as lacking by those who still feel betrayed, and who stay away 
from a Church whose lack of transparency makes connection difficult. 

Many other points were raised in the Synod at St. Ignatius that cannot be included in 
these few pages. Accompanying this report are two appendices. Appendix A presents a 
redaction of the experiences recorded during Session One. Appendix B presents the 
themes and reflections brought forth in Session Two. We encourage those who read this 



 

5  Report of the Synod at St. Ignatius 

report, if they wish to know the source of the above recommendations, to look to these 
appendices. 
Submitted on behalf of the members of the Synod at St. Ignatius, San Francisco.
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Appendix A: Experiences of the Church 

Synod at St. Ignatius, Session One 
Experiences of “communion, participation, & mission”  
in the Church 
Note: to retain anonymity, groups are not ordinarily identified and internal identifiers 
have been redacted, unless essential to the story; what follows are all comments made 
in groups on both Sunday 6 Feb. and Thurs. 10 Feb, without distinction of date or 
group. (The numbers here are randomized.) 

We have tried to put all stories in first person, so as to be faithful to the story-telling 
format of Session One. Some phrasing may be modified to make it more readable (since 
spoken and written content may slightly differ). This redaction tries to accurately 
capture all the notes submitted by the various scribe, as they were given. 

Please read through the following pages, and prayerfully listen for common themes, so 
that we may hear the voice of the Spirit together. What issues are coming forth? What 
is the movement of the Spirit. In Session Two, we will draw out these themes in 
communal conversation and discernment. 

Group 1 

- It seems the Church takes every opportunity to keep the horror of abortion as the 
only moral issue. I saw the rise of Black Lives Matter and the pandemic, was reading 
books on racism and listening to webinars—heard about calling out culture—but all it 
seems from the Church is abortion. In my previous [Jesuit] parish, the priest gave a 
homily about euthanasia, which was refreshing. 

- I am uncomfortable with the Archbishop’s marching against vaccines and putting out 
misinformation. It seems embarrassing to have this kind of leadership. 

- A friend left the Catholic Church to become an Episcopalian, but still Catholic at 
heart, and what made her leave was the treatment of women and married clergy. 

- I have liked St. Ignatius because the homilies seem connected to real life, not just 
pushing agenda. 
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- I was involved in action groups [in my previous home] working on immigration 
issues, and was happy that I could be involved through my [Jesuit] parish. I met 
others and saw how Methodists were so active for justice. 

- I knew two people who were devoted and very pious Catholics, but because they 
were gay, they could not find a Church in [my former city] that would welcome 
them. I also had friends in [another city] who went to [a Jesuit church] and had 
lesbian friends who wrote the Archbishop there and told him how they wanted to 
stay in the Church. He wrote back, which was good, but then defaulted to Church 
teaching, so she left. 

- I went to Most Holy Redeemer, which someone told me was called the “Gay Catholic 
Parish” and found it the most welcoming church I’ve ever attended. We haven’t been 
socialized to that kind of hospitality; doesn’t seem the Church does it well. So often 
my experience has been that it is hard to break in if you don’t have a group you’re 
part of. Seems like a lot of social time is for parents to talk. 

- At St. Ignatius, Home for Dinner helped a sense of hospitality, drawing people in. 
And volunteering has helped, but couldn’t keep doing it, so felt alone. 

- Met [a priest] through my father’s funeral. I always seem to be coupled to the Church 
through relationships. There was another priest, who is 80 years old, in tune with 
young people.  

- I see people who can’t go to Catholic schools because of the cost, but can’t leave the 
Church because of the people I know. People draw me in, and some people push me 
out. It’s about loving it, hating it, being held by it. 

- My son went to a [Jesuit university] and they opened him up through classes on other 
religions, and what various faiths have in common. Would love to see that attitude 
more broadly embraced, and help us to see what we can learn from other faiths. 
There was a rash of teen suicides and we met with various faith groups to talk about 
how different religions deal with suicides. Reading Madeline Albright, “Mighty and 
Almighty” and heard about her journey and her sense of connection among faiths. 

- I consider myself lucky to have gone to Mercy High School and to have those Sisters 
teach me. In high school, one of the nuns showed us various forms of contraception, 
trying to talk to us about real life and choices.  
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- I have been a member of AA for 50 years and in 2002 I had lost contact with God 

Group 2 

- I have been a member of AA for 50 years, but in [xxxx] I lost contact with God, and 
was encouraged to go to St. Ignatius to talk to a priest, who told me about RCIA. But 
it didn’t start until December and I heard about St. Agnes, so I went there and it just 
felt warm and welcoming. What’s funny is that I was with a woman who found it 
cold and distancing. I had [xxxxxxxxx] for a spiritual director for RCIA and just felt 
right. Welcomed. And when I took a trip to Rome, the “home of the Catholics,” I 
came back to RCIA and wanted to be involved—first as an altar server, then a 
Eucharistic Minister—which made me feel part of things. I have slowed down 
because of cancer, but still stayed connected through doing church mailings. 

- I was confirmed right before the sex abuse crisis broke. It got to me at first. I thought: 
what a mistake I have made, but then I said to myself that I thought it was the right, 
so I stuck with it. And being a Eucharistic minister has been important for me. The 
best thing is just seeing the people—all shapes and sizes—all marching up in their 
own way to communion is just the best time for me.  

- I don’t know if I believe everything the Church espouses. I read Rohr and others and 
it gives me a broader sense, an experience of the Church that is evolving. I am [xx 
years old], so I look for others to bring me new experiences. I really believe in the 
Holy Spirit, and come from a Pentecostal background. As a Baptist, I liked the calling 
down of the Spirit, and miss the charismatic movement in the Catholic Church. 

- I have come to a better understanding that we are saved as a people of God and not 
just as individuals, though I don’t always feel that in the US. I came from an Irish 
Catholic “Mafia” in [region], and I had an uncle who was pastor or [St. X] Cathedral. 
I went to public school but was in the Scout troop of my local parish, and during that 
time, our Pastor committed suicide. In Junior High, I ran into a couple of priests who 
turned out to be predators—and though they did not abuse me—it really affected me. 

- In college, I wandered a bit, and then joined the military through Desert Storm, and 
that is where my faith really opened up. I could sense God in the air and sand, in the 
breath and water. It really opened up my faith in God. 
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- Out of the military, I went into construction, and then traveled to Greece where I 
studied St. Paul with a famous biblical scholar. This encounter, 7 years of bible study, 
opened me and got me into the sense of the liturgical year. Met Fr. [X] who helped me 
get into serving the homeless. Had an encounter where I realized we only had meet 
sandwiches to give out on a Friday, and had to realize, “You have more important 
things to be concerned about than feeding meet to the homeless on Friday in Lent.” I 
came to realize, I liked living my faith in the practical stuff. The Knights of Columbus 
became a part of that. I experience the mission in these things. Serving the poor is 
number one, and supporting military chaplains—I was speaking to one once and just 
started crying, and I didn’t know why. But the practical things matter. 

- I’ve been a Catholic, converting awhile ago, and I haven’t had the feeling others seem 
to have of communion. I have lots of questions, and don’t agree with all the tenets of 
the Church. The questions bother me, but I feel satisfied with what I hear at St. 
Ignatius—its where, even with questions, I feel welcome. When I was a child, I used 
to listen to sermons and think, “What a waste!” But today, I am interested when they 
give me new ideas—I love the wide variety of books to consider. I have become 
involved in Ignatian Companions with other retired persons, because I like the 
spiritual and service combination. I like the tutoring programs, started by 3 Sisters, 
which has been a blessing for me; and Sister Parish programs with opens me to and 
enriches me. I find communion in community. It’s more than just Eucharist.  

- I work on bias against wealthy people, but I have found them no different from me. 
Working together has been a good experience, a way to break through the wall. Social 
justice is key for me in the Church. 

Group 3 

- I found the parish weeks ago, and moved to San Francisco months ago. I!ve noticed 
there are very different parish cultures and have been looking for a parish that was 
more welcoming, which St. Ignatius seems to be. I am very invested in my faith and 
shaping it moving forward. Some parts of the Church do not feel welcoming to me, 
for example, the Church!s engagement with LGBTQ people. I want to be comfortable 
with my faith and hold on to find a balance. 

- While in university, I had a really great Catholic chaplaincy and a group run by 
students. There were a lot of international students at the university. The experience 
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was wonderful to be able to share deeply, to feel being with Catholic students, shared 
experience, being able to look out for one another. Looking back on the experience, I 
saw faith expressions from people all over the world. I also saw a large inability to 
express doubt or take certain stances (e.g. disagreement with church teaching): to 
voice dissent was unwelcome and so no one said any of those things. At the same 
time, I was meeting people from all over the world who weren!t Catholic so I saw that 
my experience growing up in the faith is not true for everyone. I also was shocked to 
see the diversity of parish cultures. A shock to see that there are groups within the 
Church also doing harm, and that is very real. Another example was being surprised 
that I wanted to organize an activity on Feminism and Faith and was told that no one 
would go to the event because one cannot be both Catholic and Feminist.  

- I was raised Catholic and faith is very important to my grandmother and mother. 
What keeps me coming back is the lighting of the Advent candles, fasting during 
Lent, the beauty of the Church, familiarity, how important this sacred space is where 
everyone is striving to be holier, attain the best they can be. At the same time, there is 
criticism and doubt and moment of criticism: I think of my friend who came out as 
gay and Catholic recently, and the challenge of me loving my friend and my faith, 
and yet seeing the Church harm my friends. It has me questioning how I participate.  

- I follow lots of resources on Instagram/podcasts (e.g. Catholic Feminist), and see them 
push Catholic Social Teaching as core: if we were to try to push legislation to increase 
equity for everyone, be aware of inequities and alleviate them: that is Catholic and 
that is very inspiring.  

- I worked in college for a priest and we spoke once about BLM and Juniper Serra. It 
helped me see that his legacy is great AND there are negative consequences in some 
of the work/missionary efforts he did. We cannot wash it away one way or the other. 
I realized I need to ask how we take a more nuanced look, because turning a blind 
eye to the harm is bad. I spoke with the priest and asked why the Church does not 
teach about nuanced issues. He said the Church!s job is not that, but to provide 
religious tools so we lay people can make changes. I am grappling with that. I think it 
is the Church!s responsibility to do both and it is the responsibility of lay people to 
shape the Church and the world. The conversation did not have any clear resolution 
and I am left asking how we resolve this, where responsibility lies, and how this 
happens on a widespread institutional level.  
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- I knew people who were interested in attended Mass but did not. My friend who 
recently came out to me has not come out to her family because they are extremely 
Catholic, and given other things that she has seen in her family, it would be risky to 
come out. She fears rejection. The Catholic Church is not a welcoming culture and so 
that leaves her feeling not welcome in the faith. This is a struggle for her.  

- If my grandmother were here, she would express a lot too. Her pastor retired 
recently. He cultivated a strong parish community, but the new priest is going very 
traditional and she feels they are going backwards. She loved Vatican II because she 
loved no longer having Latin and finally feeling like she was worthy of taking 
communion and did not need to feel ashamed. She felt Vatican II made mass feel 
approachable, welcoming, and a true community. Now her Church is moving 
backwards, it feels more exclusionary, and the priest is not facing the people during 
the Eucharist. She feels the thing that she has loved for so long is being taken away 
from her and she does not know what to do with that. 

- My experience of the Church has been one of loving it and wanting to grow and stay 
a Catholic, and also noticing that there are different ways to be Catholic I saw this 
especially in college where I had friends who were traditional Catholics as well as 
some who were seminarians and those who were moderate to progressive who were 
engaged in campus ministry and service work. The latter seemed to be happier and 
more fun, whereas the former were rigid and often very judgmental. As the years 
have gone on, my faith became complicated when people who were LGTQ would 
explain their wrestling with their experience of faith, as well as women. I wondered 
how to make sense of people whose lives were full of love when the Church 
continued to issue statements that wounded these people. This is something I 
struggle against the institutional Church – its inability to take seriously the way it 
harms especially LGBTQ and women Catholics.   

- At the same time, while living in New York, I went to St. Francis Xavier Church 
which gave me a different vision of communion and community. They were just 
north of the Village and many of their parishioners in the 80s and 90s were gay men 
who developed HIV/AIDS. Many died. When the larger Church was sending hateful 
messages about homosexuality and AIDS, St. Francis Xavier welcomed people 
because they were their parishioners. It taught me a lot about what it means to be 
church.  
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- I think about Mission often very organizationally–like a mission statement, the 
purpose statement, why we exist. I answer that as because of Jesus, God becomes 
human, enters our world, and proclaims he is for the marginalized. I think of Luke 4 
as his mission statement – to reach out to the marginalized. And so our mission as 
church is to listen and see how the Church can understand people as they are, see 
how we might have something to learn, and help people experience Jesus as he is.  

- I think we have a profound opportunity to rethink how we welcome people with 
COVID and how we welcome them back. I think this includes listening to their 
dissents and tensions because there we grow. And certainly in their experiences, the 
Holy Spirit is present.  

Group 4 

- I’m uncomfortable with questionnaire from Archdiocese of SF. Doesn!t address how I 
live and practice my faith. I am introspective; I pray, particularly the Examen, which 
changed my way of thinking. I!m a cradle Catholic, went to Catholic grade school and 
high school but then got interested in liberation theology, and Zen Buddhism. My son 
went to [a Jesuit university] and brought me back to the faith by telling me if we went 
to St. Ignatius he!d go every weekend, so we drove down from Marin to attend Mass 
at SI. SI is my spiritual home and the Jesuits are my spiritual directors. The 
community at SI is aligned to what moves my heart and my soul.  

- There are other ways of practicing our faith and going deeper than what!s in the 
survey. It felt cliquish. Does not seem to encompass our diversity enough and how 
we practice our faith. Puts me in a box, which is what led me away from the church in 
the first place.  

- I feel burdened by the Church. I’m a “cradle Catholic” from a big Italian family, good 
and devout. In college things changed. Laws and labeling of sins that the Catholic 
Church has been doing. Today!s homily–that is what Jesus was really describing. He 
loved us all even though we are sinners–he became human to share our experiences. 
He didn!t judge us for it–the whole judgment thing–the constant guilt–has been a 
problem for me. I was in an abusive marriage and had to leave my husband and in 
the eyes of the Church, I committed a mortal sin. I love SI because it!s inclusive–I 
remember a homily Fr. Greg gave where he made a point of letting us know that he 
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loved us all–that Jesus loved us all. SJ and Jesus!s teaching is about loving people. Fr. 
John W.’s homily was pivotal–what he said is what the Church should be saying. I 
had a priest tell me when I was a little girl in the confessional that I was a blasphemer 
because I couldn!t remember all the prayers. What kind of priest does that? All the 
ways they would monitor our sex lives–all the right to life things–the Church needs 
to focus on love and acceptance.  

- Attended school with IHM sisters, who marched in Selma and were thrown out of the 
church. There’s my personal relationship with Christ–and then there!s the Church. 
The Church is a vehicle, the driver can be variable. The Church!s support of Prop 8 
was what really sent me away from the church–two of my kids are gay. St. Barb!s and 
St. Ignatius have been supporting. I separate being a good person from man-made 
rules. I know someone who was married to an abusive man who turned out to be 
gay–I believe it was a faithful, God-like decision to leave that marriage–these women 
care about themselves and their children and need to make good lives for themselves. 

- I have a huge problem with all the Right to Life pressure from the Archdiocese of SF 
and can!t even be in the same room with the Archbishop. "You push Right to Life and 
won!t get vaxxed.” In the full synod group, 2⁄3 seemed to be women—even though in 
the Church the leadership is male and the women are the footsoldiers.  

- I left the church after my brother died. He was a Vietnam vet who didn!t want to 
fight–he wanted to go to Canada but our mother stopped him. He was a peaceful 
guy, so peaceful. He came home with PTSD and killed himself 10 years later. Because 
it was suicide, the church said he was damned to hell and the priest refused to give 
him a Catholic Mass or Service. Our family was devastated. One Christmas, I agreed 
to go to Mass with my family after not going for years and during the homily on 
Christmas the priest said that divorced people are all going to hell. Why does the 
church take this stance? Why does the priest have to say that on Christmas? These 
laws are all man-made. Jesus would not reject my brother and I believe he is with 
Jesus now.  

- I made a decision that I would not darken the threshold of the cathedral as long as 
Archbishop Cordelione is there. I went through RCIA in 1994 and St. Ignatius is the 
only parish I have ever known. I missed it so much during the pandemic. I love that 
Fr. Greg openly challenged the Archbishop. The message ABC puts out is that he is 
angry and beleaguered–his vaxx position shows that he is angry, isolated, and 



 

9  Appendix A 

pitiable. I would like the church at large to be more like St. Ignatius, including 
hearing the voices of women.  

- The Sisters planted the seed in my heart. The men in the church, well they hurt me a 
lot. In confession they would ask why did you kiss a boy? You!re going to hell. The 
women sat in my heart and gave me inspiration. The IHM Sisters, the Maryknoll 
Sisters, they taught liberation theology. The Sisters are the carriers of the love of Jesus. 
Fr. Greg just shared who he is–there!s authenticity. He!s real. I relate to real people–
that!s what keeps me in the church.  

- Fr. Bob Stadler–avant garde priest who started parish councils–he had lay homilists. 
It would be good to hear varied voices even if they are male. Relying on the 
congregation to offer a lay homilist is really valuable. St. Luke!s had a lay homilist–it 
was profound. Even after 20 years I remember it. More women!s voices and varied 
voices allow you to contemplate the gospel and your role as a Catholic Christian. 
Once a month we should have a lay homilist. If people are put off, they don!t have to 
attend those Masses.  

- The love we get at this parish (St. Ignatius) is really great. Fr. Paul Devot is so 
supportive of divorced Catholics–everyone in the parish has a journey. Affected by 
God!s love. Cordelione is to be pitied and ignored. He is a hindrance to my 
participation in the church–a damaged human being and loved by God. I am 
disaffected by the hierarchy but I am hopeful this process will work.  

- We have to remind ourselves: we are the strength, we are the power, we are the voice.  

- I!m pretty active in my faith; I!ve attended the Cornerstone program and done a 
witness talk. My faith journey through high school was basically the life of a child 
trying to figure out this church and where it didn!t jive with what I was 
understanding. October 1962 I started HS, right as Vatican II was happening. I went 
to Catholic University in DC. Wonderful thing, rewarding and fulfilling. High point 
for me. I!m very much at peace with what!s wrong–it!s an institution, and institutions 
are flawed.  
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Group 5 

- I was raised in a Catholic family – Catholic schools K through 12 – married for 42 
years to a man who is Jewish – one child is Jewish and one child is Episcopalian – 
raised children with an ecumenical perspective– exposed them to all beliefs. My 
Catholic faith was chiefly formed by being in school during Vatican II – when the 
church was more about justice. Several influential religious figures in my life who 
have reinforced that that is what is Christianity is all about – what faith is all about. I 
can!t limit myself to believing that the values I hold dear only belong to Christians (as 
I have a Jewish husband and child). What I learned about Catholicism was back when 
the church was more open, more caring about the poor. I have a gay brother and I 
was always upset that the church didn!t welcome him – that the church was not 
responsive to the real world – and with the abuse scandals and the money playing 
too big of a roll. I hang on to my faith by my fingertips. I can separate what is wrong 
with the institutional church and my values, but I am disappointed. I am hoping with 
Pope Francis that justice and social issues and caring for  the least among us will 
become how the church is identified – more like  it  was when I was younger 

- My mom is very involved at St. Ignatius Parish, but I have not been involved in the 
church for a very long time. I am here because I love my mom and she wanted me to 
be here. I grew up Catholic and attended all Catholic schools, going to church 
multiple times a week. We talked about church after Sunday Mass and we would 
reflect on what we learned. I stopped being an altar server when I told my dad that I 
was being molested by our priest and it turned out to be an open secret in our church 
that the priest was doing this. My religion teacher told me that being gay was a sin 
against God and that gay people  were not welcome in the church – this was very 
painful. I chose to leave this community that had been my life and that was very 
hard. I had to find a new communion because the communion that I grew up with 
rejected me. 

- I do not participate in the church  - I volunteer on a suicide hotline and 4 out of 5 calls 
are because of religion – kids whose religion is telling them they are wrong. A lot of 
homeless kids are LGBTQ because their families have rejected who they are. There is 
nothing for me to gain by sharing this with you – I feel nothing but rage because of 
the pain inflicted on so many people by an organization that says “We represent God 
and we deem what is worthy of God!s love and if you are not part of that, then you are not 
worthy“– and that is fundamentally cruel – I hope in my heart that my mom!s faith 
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that this truly an effort to find reconciliation, is true. I do appreciate you all listening – 
I do hope from the bottom of my heart that my mom!s faith is well placed. 

- I!m a greeter and very involved at St. Ignatius – I went to all Catholic schools – I am 
divorced and then remarried and the church would not baptize my child – I was told 
that I was not wanted by the church because of my sin. 

- I stopped going to church and I only recently returned in the last few years because 
my husband really wanted me to come. I found a place in the Jesuit community. I 
find Pope Francis a child of God and a true Christian. I didn!t take communion for a 
while but eventually I took it upon myself to take it even though in the church!s eyes I 
am a sinner as a divorced woman. 

- I come from India and am doing my doctoral studies at JST -my parents are Hindu – I 
joined the Jesuits at 15 – I converted – I personally feel as a priest that my sense of 
commitment has been challenged – how do I live out the prophetic witness of my 
journey – as I come to know church in its  falls and rising – this Synod has challenged 
my religious life  - the challenge live out my prophetic call – I struggle and I continue 
to be with that. 

- I am not a parishioner of St. Ignatius but I can hear the pain of everyone who has 
shared. I love Pope Francis not because he is the Pope but because of who he is and 
what he represents. No church leader has every asked me how I feel but he has asked 
me and he genuinely wants to know.  

- I was a traditional Catholic, I drank the Kool-aid – I went to seminary to study as a 
Franciscan in the 60s. That really informed who I am. I left the church and was very  
angry and I can get into that very easily. It!s not that I!m not angry—but I am here. I 
am part of the church and I am not leaving. That church wants to know what I think, 
what I feel and what needs to change and I!m going to tell them – because I am loved 
by God and I!m called and I!m sent on a mission to tell people like the people on this 
call that there is a God that loves you. I work at Martin de Porres – there we welcome 
all. I am grateful for this opportunity. Yes, I!m angry. I have been looking to join a 
place like this. I am grateful to the Jesuits because I believe that everything that is said 
here will get back to Pope Francis 
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- I am a lifelong Catholic and work for the parish and USF. I studied at Jesuit School of 
Theology as a lay student mostly with people who were becoming priests. I grew up 
in the Bronx of primarily Irish Catholics and at a very early age, in 8th grade, started 
to volunteer to answer the phones at the church. The people there were real people 
and really created a family. I was exposed to diocesan priests who were good, funny, 
healthy people who gave me a Church that was not institutional – that was real day 
to day – then I went to a Jesuit high school and college. I struggle with my 
relationship with the institutional church because I feel as if I don!t challenge it 
enough and I don!t hold the people who have such pain because the of the Church. 
Sometimes I shoo it off. Why am I part of this Church? I struggle with this; but this is 
where my experience of the living God is and, for me, that transcends the b.s. I see 
around me. I struggle with needing to challenge the institutional church more. I write 
a lot of that off very quickly. The focus on my work on myself is encountering the 
living Christ and living God that I see before me in the pain, struggles and joy and it 
is here that I see that. It!s where I encounter it. It’s where I!m fed. But others are 
blocked from that, as folks struggle with not belonging. It’s not the Church who says 
you belong or not, it!s the living God – those are nice words but I don!t know – I don!t 
know who else to be besides a Catholic. It!s how I!m embodied in the world. It’s not 
to say that this family I belong to is not flawed and hurtful. But also the family to 
whom I belong shows me who God is. I!m blessed. I!m grateful for that experience 
and I pray for the strength to not write off that which is unjust in this community 

- I!m a gay man who has been in a relationship for 30 years and that has helped me 
discern my vocation, and I was helped to be a healthy gay Catholic man. It was the 
Church that loved and accepted me and taught me how to love myself. Folks say to 
me “Why don!t you become a deacon in the church?” But it!s deacons and their spouses, 
which wouldn!t be allowed for me, so that doesn!t feel like that was my call 

- I grew up Catholic and went to all Catholic schools. I left the Church because I 
couldn!t reconcile the treatment of women as not worthy of the priesthood. It just 
doesn!t make sense that a God that created this amazing universe would really be 
setting down in law that women could not be representative of all that the clergy are 
in this faith. That is so clearly patriarchy and not something from God  

- I feel so wounded by the  mind-boggling abuse of children. The Church should not 
being saying anything about the morality of abortion because that right was lost 
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when so much exploitation of children was allowed. The unfathomable suffering that 
results from forcing women to have unwanted children and from a child growing up 
unwanted with the high potential for abuse and neglect (which makes them more 
vulnerable to predators) is far more of a sin against what is fair and just than an 
abortion.   

- Along with this though there is still so much good in this institution. The parts that 
are about caring for one another. Dorothy Day and the fight for justice, standing 
strong against the inhumane machines of our society. Those are the parts I!m 
reclaiming as being a Catholic. 

Group 6 

- I have positive experience from online homilies by Fr. Gary Regula, Bishop Greg 
Homering, Fr. Mike Schmitz and Bishop Barron (rosaries, too); from Sacred music, 
live- streamed prayer group/rosaries led by Fr. Paul Marquis on Facebook and 
Catholic groups. Also on Facebook, I find help from resources such as Vatican.va, 
which are sources of Spiritual joy and edification for my husband and me. Negative 
homilies extinguish the flame of faith as does politics from the pulpit.  

- Mission occasionally appears in the form of discussions with atheists who object to 
my faith declaration on Facebook science groups. Initially, they were mob angry, then 
civil. Now there is actually a religion/science group on FB. Some are actually asking, 
"What did exist prior to the big bang?”  

- Some priests in their homilies are urging Catholics to come back to church. They are 
worried that watching Mass on live-stream will become a habit and Mass attendance 
will go from bad to worse and they may be right. Therefore, our pastor reminds us 
that missing Mass is a sin. My husband and I are not avoiding in-person Church out 
of habit or laziness. There is the reality of the pandemic. In our locale according to the 
CDC, 20% of the people who get covid-19 die, 29% who live down the road where we 
shop for groceries, die. All I can say is that my husband and I cannot take the chance 
of getting Covid and our faith is not so fragile that it is diminished by missing in-
person Mass. He is 83 and I am 74 with a weak immune system, but we are strong 
Catholics. Staying home is our best defense against Covid and it has brought us 
closer to Jesus and each other through live-streamed Masses and daily rosaries. The 
more pressure that is applied to return to Mass, the more we wonder if our pastor, 
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who does not insist on masks in church, has the Church!s best interest at heart. We 
have lost five residents in our village to this disease and one was a member of our 
parish. Also, another parishioner just died of covid after giving birth to her 7th child.  

- Watching uplifting live-stream Masses and daily rosaries has deeply enriched our 
spiritual life. My husband and I send our offering to our beloved former church in 
[our former city] every month and especially enjoy their live-streamed Masses. As far 
as missing out on the Eucharist, no one has the right to limit God in any way. To say 
the Eucharist is the only way God communes with His people is a bit presumptuous, 
I think. The Spiritual Communion prayer that we recite is beautifully written and 
says exactly what we are feeling. We will rejoice one day when we are able to safely 
receive Holy Communion again, but until then we are confident in our Savior!s 
redeeming love and Grace.  

- Remember when Joshua was upset when two people who missed the anointing were 
prophesying in God!s name? God said more people of Israel should be like them. 
Also, those followers of Jesus who cast out demons in the name of Jesus upset His 
disciples, but Jesus said, "Whoever is for me, is not against me”. What would Jesus say 
about those who live-stream the Mass? Would He make us feel guilty for not 
attending in person or would He delight in this solution to our temporary 
estrangement from Mass?  

- The church has, over the years, survived persecution in the past by going 
underground. This pandemic is not quite the same, but divisions in the church are 
complicating an already traumatic time for most Catholics. Parishioners are dying of 
Covid and masks are still not popular in some churches. Wearing a mask can mean 
being required to sit in another building where you watch the Mass taking place next 
door on a television screen. We do not want to do that.  

- Since the pandemic, we also loved watching Padre Serra!s beautiful Mass in 
California where Dr. Paul Ford insists on masks and will mention proper wearing of 
the mask if any noses happen to be exposed during the Mass. Also, we have never 
seen Holy Communion administered on the tongue in this church, which is a plus for 
anyone worried about the transmission of germs. Attendance is obviously very good, 
the choir/music is amazing and they just announced one of their young alter servers 
will be attending seminary. So, this is a growing church in the midst of a pandemic by 
making good decisions. Instead of having feet of clay, ignoring the synod and being 
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bitter against Pope Francis, why not be obedient to him? Why not examine reasons 
for a declining attendance at Mass other than the pandemic?  

- Bishop Barron speaks of the "nones”, those who have no religious affiliation and how 
this population has exploded of late, especially among former Catholics. These young 
"nones” say they just don!t believe in God. Why? Podcasts such as former atheist 
Jordan Petersen are vital in reaching the "nones”, but we need to hear the Gospel from 
the pulpit, the Good News with conviction. Instead of reminding parishioners that 
missing Mass is a sin, why not create a safe environment like Padre Serra so that 
everyone who wants to return to Mass can do so safely, without feeling shunned and 
excluded? Padre Serra!s Dr. Paul Ford proves it can be done with firm, committed 
leadership.  

- Reasons to be Joyful Catholics:The Eucharist is the Sacrament of love; It signifies 
Love, It produces love.The Eucharist is the consummation of the whole spiritual life. 
As Thomas Aquinas says. 

- Our love of God is shared by the church universally. How can we live in harmony? 
First we need to know we are all madly in love with the same God. Catholics have the 
Book of Wisdom: Of all the pursuits open to men, the search for wisdom is most 
perfect, more sublime, more profitable, and more full of joy.  

- We have the hope of resurrection. I love to see the resurrected Christ at the altar. To 
me, this is so hopeful for life after death, the promise we are given by Christ. All 
Saints in Brunswick, Maine, and St. Bernard in Scottsdale, Arizona, have such a cross. 
Also, FB Watch has a music video that captures the joy of Jesus#!resurrection in the 
Gather Vocal Band!s “ He!s Alive”, a musical narrative of what happened after the 
passion and death of Jesus.  

Group 7 

- My pastor took a survey of the parish: how has the Church served or how has the Church 
not served you?  The responses almost entirely revolved around gay children or gay 
grandchildren and how they were not welcomed into the church and the heartache 
that caused. Our pastor addressed that issue with different groups and at one point 
gave a homily asking the parishioners to forgive him as a priest and our pastor.  
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- I am an "Italian Catholic.” I am divorced so I don’t go to church. I feel that my religion 
and church are separate. I disagree with the church on abortion, divorce—it is 
unhealthy to stay in a relationship that is damaging—and the idea that women can!t 
be ordained, or that priests can!t marry, but God has been there for me. I try to love 
God and he will take care of me. 

- My experience is that the Church has become dysfunctional.Priests are stretched too 
far. Everyone in church is over 50.  We need to get to those under 35. 

- We have 3 kids and they don!t go church anymore. It bothers us… it is depressing, 
discouraging. One of our kids did fill out the survey and is participating tonight. We 
tried to participate in our current parish, but it never seems to work out. We never 
felt they welcomed us. 

- I feel fortunate to be in my current parish, because of all the social justice ministries, 
and opportunities to live out the gospel. 

- Church for me is LOCAL. We chose our parish.  It!s a gift to us. Our experiences there 
are supportive and enriching. But our children do not go to church. I am not really 
hopeful about the Synod.  It seems we are talking to ourselves. We need to focus on 
youth! 

- I am an older person and I joined through the livestream Mass. We!re enjoying the 
conversation tonight. 

- Church does NOT confront the real issues people face.  We need to attend to issues, 
not rules, e.g, forming one!s conscience, help us discern stuff, deal with women!s 
issues, more about my relationship with God. My church is outside my parish. 
Homilies need to bring the gospels alive! Priests need training.  

Group 8 

- The sex abuse issues devastated my faith, inspiring a lot of anger towards the Church. 
I don’t know if I believe in the "one, holy, catholic church." I had an experience of abuse 
as a child, and know first-hand how the priests who perpetrated the abuse were 
destroying lives. I remember how I had once adored/valued priests. I feel no 
compassion for how the Church handled the situation - and I have found this 
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devastating. I feel many leaders approached this as a corporation, whose primary 
concern was for the institution, rather than those hurt in this situation.  

- I am a parishioner in San Francisco, and I feel that certain devotional practices seem 
to have been "kidnapped" by far-right or "get down on your knees"-style Catholics. 
Rosaries and litanies in particular. I honor and appreciate these devotions but I 
approach the church in a different way. I feel frustrated by the political split in the US 
Church—it feels to me as though the Church reflects society and its divisions, rather 
than serving as an example of unity to the world. I am the parent of a gay man, and 
feel tremendous anger that he isn't accepted. As a mother, I know there is something 
wrong with the Church’s approach to sexual and identity issues. LGBT folks are 
wonderful human beings. The fact they are excluded hurts me and them and the 
church quite a bit.  

- I am a parishioner in SF. My husband and son had just joined the church through 
RCIA when the sex abuse scandal was revealed. That was hard. And I feel frustrated 
over the exclusion of LGBT people from the Church. Frustration has led to a desire to 
leave the church. Ignoring the science and the love that exist in LGBT families is just 
wrong—Christ is about LOVE! I had a challenging experience when my parents 
divorced and remarried, and then they were denied communion. I also feel great 
frustration that the Archbishop of SF refused the vaccine - and I feel that this is not a 
pro-life choice to make. Rather the choice was political and immoral. I love being 
Catholic, especially at St. Ignatius, because of the sense of caring. We are all one 
family throughout the world, we can learn that there is more about life than our own 
experience. At this parish, I feel I can learn from others and be connected by being 
involved for others. 

- I attend church remotely, since Covid. I have been searching for a parish like St. 
Ignatius near my hometown - one with a sense of social justice and community. I 
don’t feel the same sense of welcome in the parishes in my hometown. I have a 
beautiful gay daughter who wasn't able to be married in the church. I’m a former 
Maryknoll missioner, and my 2 daughters have both left the church due to the LGBT 
issues and the sex abuse crisis. Still, my daughters are supportive that "mom needs 
church." I feel peace at St. Ignatius - the Jesuit homilies reinforce my sense of identity, 
of groundedness, of belief in myself and my decision to remain Catholic. I especially 
feel strongly that reducing my LGBT daughter to a single identity/trait means 
missing out on so much.  
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- I also attend remotely. I received my childhood sacraments before Vatican II, and 
then I left the Church in 1972, and didn’t come back again until 2010. Before Vatican 
II, the nuns' message wasn't helpful for the family dysfunction I experienced - 
especially alcoholism, and early death it caused. I spent time in other religious 
practices, found peace in Judaism for a time, but my daughter attended USF and 
decided to get a tattoo of Our Lady of Guadalupe. This led to me to feel that maybe I 
was being called by Mary back into the Church. I found Mary Karr's book helpful - 
and it led me to look around for a church, and then went to mass at St. Ignatius. 
Though I struggle with a lot of issues—LGBT, divorce, the treatment of women—I’m 
still here; the attitude towards social justice is important to me.  

- I am a parishioner in San Francisco and spend time at St. Ignatius, St. Agnes, and 
with the Paulist Fathers. I like the Jesuit focus on education and social justice, the 
sense that discernment brings something "on the edge" to mass. The time the Jesuits 
spend with scripture to prepare homilies is important to me. It’s not just a class or a 
abstract theological discussion. I am so grateful for the candor of the people in this 
group and for the sharing. "Church authority" doesn't have all the answers. When we 
hold on to one another, that's where we find community. I feel that God will judge us 
by what we have done for one another. Our faith and God is bigger than the church. I 
have strong concern for how leaders in the church don't listen to parishioners when 
big issues happen "what people are thinking and feeling." I have a lot of feelings about 
sharing and listening in church. It's important that leaders pay attention with 
intention, and understand where people are coming from. I am very angry about the 
archdiocese only using the survey for the synod; but I am encouraged/hopeful that 
Jesuits will capture "what's really going down." Hopes the Jesuits will ask these 
questions all over the world.  

- I am a parishioner here in San Francisco. I came to the Church late in life. I had a kind 
of “Methodist-ish” upbringing but really only had limited church experience. I think I 
see my family values reflected in Catholic church, but I became connected to the  
Catholic Church through my wife. Together as a family, we toured different 
churches. St. Ignatius stood apart, especially when Fr. Gagan talked about "our doors 
are open to everyone." I entered the RCIA in 2001. Remarried in the church, and my 
son was baptized and received through RCIA. My experience - me choosing the 
church—was important. Not everyone gets that opportunity. Came into the church 
with eyes wide open. I had an opportunity to take what's good and make it my own. I 
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looks at the leaders with problems as individuals, not representative of the church as 
a whole.  

- I am a parishioner in San Francisco. I have been very frustrated and ashamed by the 
sex abuse crisis and the response of the Church. I am really embarrassed to be part of 
a "club" that would do this to innocent, vulnerable kids. They were taken advantage 
of, and leaders in positions of trust squashed kids' lives. Breaks my heart. And it 
shows such hypocrisy for the Church to do something so vile, and still preach about 
morality. I like St. Ignatius because it is forward-thinking, and I feel happy and safe 
when attending mass. Homilies are like a class that you want to go to. They give you 
something to think about. Lots of love for Fr. Gagan and Fr. Greg. But I also find a 
great spiritual connection in nature in the Bay Area—God is not just in Church.  

Group 9 

- I am a new parishioner (here with my wife) from [another town] who goes to St. 
Ignatius as it!s where we feel we need to be. It's a beautiful Catholic Church. Faith is 
the one thing that holds my whole life together, the thread that reaches back to my 
childhood and that unites me to myself and my history. My wife and I are 
progressively engaging with the church, even though we are not there. The 
institutional church has been a disappointment (priests, leadership in the national 
level), so we’re pushing more towards spirituality and prayer. We feel strengthened 
by spirituality and guided by outreach and volunteer service, which is where I see 
Christ in the people served.  

- I have been attending mass at St. Ignatius since [xxxx]. I graduated from USF where I 
met her future husband, so the church is special to me. I volunteered as a Euchatistic 
Minister for many years to give back and out of sense of obligation. As an Asian 
woman, I have felt unseen in the church, where many fellow parishioners and clergy 
couldn!t remember my name. I don’t want to minimize myself, and because I was 
always drawn to St. Ignatius, I have stayed on. When I moved to the Peninsula to 
raise a family, I had to decide if I would continue with St. Ignatius, or find another 
parish closer to home. Eventually I decided to fully commit to St. Ignatius. A few 
people had reached out directly to ask me to take on more visible leadership roles as 
a volunteer, even though I had self-doubts. But the Holy Spirit has always been my 
north star (and how I got through the “impostor syndrome”) so I accepted knowing 
that I has the potential to contribute. That!s how my faith journey has evolved, a 
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journey of action. My faith and service commitment to St.Ignatius have only grown 
stronger.  

- Catholicism has been a thread all me all of my life. I have 3 children and when my 
3rd child “came out” to us, I was torn as to whether to stay in the Catholic Church. It 
was a “dark night of the soul” – coming to church to find strength and comfort in a 
place where my son may not be accepted. I struggle with what I like in the Church 
and fight from within. It is sad to see so many people have dropped out, family 
members who have hit crisis points, where the church didn!t meet them where they 
were, so they moved to an Episcopalian church, or no longer attend mass—including 
all of my children. It makes me sad that many don!t feel nourished and strengthened. 
St. Ignatius is the right place despite the frustrations about the church and the tone 
deafness of men who are making the rules. I was one of only a few women attending 
Mass in grad school, and I was offended by the use of only male pronouns in the 
Profession of Faith, or of men making the rules when they don!t play the game (like 
on the issue of contraception). I am happy to live in San Francisco, which is a 
wonderful spot to practice my faith.  

- My faith journey started when I was 2 years old, when my parents (my dad was 
Jesuit-educated in Ireland) would go to St. Ignatius. At age 4, I would sit on the St. 
Mary!s side near Parker St. so that my parents could easily get me out if I raised a 
raucous. Sitting there, I’d stare at a single light bulb and be fascinated as I'd make it 
into a starburst image. This was the beginning of the path that moved its way to 
many countries and experiences; but I always found myself drawn back to the 
Catholic Church. With my wife and children, the church gives each of us structure 
and relief—though it was a continuing effort, interspersed with many years of 
traveling; I felt magnetized and drawn back to the church because of its extraordinary 
impact. It brought great grace to me and my wife. I am not sure where the synod is 
going but I have strong feelings about what the church could be. 

- I want to see the Church supporting the minority communities in San Francisco so 
more minorities are drawn into our activities..  

- I am on the roster of St. Agnes but not a participant, even though I appreciate the 
parish. I came from the East Coast, and was born and raised as an Irish Catholic with 
12 years of Catholic education, where we paid both tuition and taxes. I had 
wonderful nuns and witches along the way. I came from a working class background 
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with great political understanding. Personal ideas can be political— like the view on 
role of women in the Catholic Church. I am not a Marxist, but I appreciate class 
differences. I have been involved as a community organizer, and I understand how 
networks can create social changes. I have also seen how the Catholic Church has 
sided with the wealthy and the powerful. It!s a scary time for me in this country now.  
I am concerned about the lack of transparency in the Church  (e.g. financial aspect of 
the Church), and people being left out in the margins. We have to listen to the 
Beatitudes, for when they became concrete is when it all starts to get off the rocks—
and when they don’t is when we go on the rocks. I love many of our hymns and 
rituals. I joined this group so I could clearly state my dismay and question, because 
historically those who spoke out on these issues would be assassinated (that!s why 
we have martyrs). The archbishop that we have, who I know attempts to be loving, is 
someone I cannot believe in and I find it impossible to follow him intellectually.  

- I was born and raised in CA, attended mostly public schools through most of college. 
I got involved in youth activities, including CYO retreats, peer ministries, etc. from 
high school to college. This is where I really learned about the Church and where the 
roots of my vocation started. Community has always been important to me, a 
diocesan church, but I needed to look at religious life. I have been pastor at [a Jesuit 
church] for almost 10 years, my 4th job as a priest, and this is my favorite assignment. 
I loves the work and the people I gets to do it with, and I consider it a great privilege. 
I see in the people what the Church and its potential is. But I acknowledge that I am 
also part of the church hierarchy and I recognize my own blindness. The 
Archbishop!s influence has grown and has been emboldened people to say things that 
may not be inclusive. It!s painful for me to hear of others' experiences as people 
shouldn!t have to work so hard to be in church. This synod is going to be huge. What 
gives me hope and consolation is knowing that this is not our church but God!s. 
Where is God calling us to be? We live in interesting times and I feel privileged to be 
doing this with all in this community.  

 

Group 10 

- I have been in the parish for 10 years. My first experience of the impact of religion 
was during his college years at [a Jesuit university], specifically because to a Jesuit 
priest. [This university], at the time was in a ghetto area, surrounded by a mostly 
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black neighborhood. It was there that I experienced a mission to help others, 
something that has remained with me throughout my life. I continue to be involved 
in charitable functions. The second important thing I want to highlight is my vocation 
to marriage. This has been a gift of the Holy Spirit. Me and my wife have been 
married for 58 years. The Jesuit from my college gave me my first exposure to the 
Jesuits, and I like the Jesuits’ approach to religion, that’s why I sent my children to 
Jesuit High school. [This Jesuit] had a lasting impact on my life. 

- I went to an all-girls high school and belonged to a Sodality in [another city] and 
participated in a lot of social outreach work through children!s organizations. I have 
continued to participate in these activities with other groups after my marriage. In 
[other city], for example, they reached out to women who had been abused and 
babysat with their children so the mothers could go shopping and run errands.  I am 
very pleased that we have found St. Ignatius parish in San Francisco. I relate to the 
parish community and its values, and I like Fr. Greg. 

- I am from St. Agnes, a cradle Catholic who grew up in [mid-west city] where there 
were many poor people in the town. A significant moment for me when growing up 
was the experience of giving Thanksgiving baskets to the poor in [mid-west].  I went 
to the University of Notre Dame for college, where there was "a lot going on.”  And 
from there, me and my wife have been particularly involved in supporting schools. 
Although we go to St. Agnes, I also feel close to St. Ignatius. 

- I was born and baptized into a Catholic family, but my parents were not religious. I 
did not attend religious schools or college, but came to religion through the art world.  
A Vatican Art exhibit came to San Francisco when I was in my 30s, and I was very 
moved by the religious art—a few works in particular really moved my heart—and 
the tapestries, as well. I found the beauty in these religious and Christian art works 
very powerful. "Beauty is truth and truth is beauty.” At St. Ignatius, I find a lot of 
interesting things that connect with my deepest desires. 

Group 11 

- I conflicted about the church’s teaching and being the mother of a gay man.  
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- I feel dismay that The Rosary and other devotional prayers have seemingly been 
"kidnapped” by more "hardlined,” right leaning, more politically active groups in the 
Church.  

- I feel"#disenchanted” by the Church, I but still desire a Catholic Church funeral.  

- I have a"#selfish” desire for continued participation, and this desire is greater than any 
felt or existing disagreements.  

- I feel a"#disbelief” in The Nicene Creed declarations.  

- The child sexual abuse issue took a "major toll” on my faith. It wasn!t the actual 
abuse, but the way it was handled by the Church. The Church seems more self 
protective than concerned about its victims.  

- I am not a parishioner, but I was urged to join the Livestream St. Ignatius Masses 
more regularly. The Church!s treatment of divorced people is really problematic for 
me.  

- The election by Archbishop Cordeleone to not get vaccinated feels to me both 
immoral and political in nature.  

- I would appreciate more identifying with and sharing with the needy. It should be a 
lifestyle more encouraged.  

- I agree with others who have expressed gratitude for the number and quality of 
friendships available in the Parish.  

- I am a virtual participant, and the mother of a gay child, and I have great frustration 
over a lack of a Social Justice emphasis in any of my local parishes; and so I have 
appreciated St. Ignatius for theirs.  

- I have great sadness, as I sense others do, for the fact that my children no longer go to 
church. It makes me heartsick.  

- I had"#been away” from the Church from 1972-2010, but I have gratitude to the 
Church for its being a great support when I was growing up in a very dysfunctional 
family. I have now returned and I have an increasing need to "belong” but that is 
made harder by Church views on gay people and the divorced.  
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- I have great respect and gratitude for the Jesuit "edge,” which I perceive results from 
their emphasis on discernment.  

- I appreciate the way scriptures get tied to current events/behaviors in homilies, 
keeping them fresh and relevant.  

- The Church is fallible. Our Faith is bigger than the Church! God is bigger than the 
Church!  

- Appreciate the efforts to listen towards the goal of understanding.  

- I am a convert to Catholicism, and I appreciate the "inclusive” invitation of St. 
Ignatius. I chose the church. I made what is good in the church mine. I love the social 
aspects of the parish, and I feel “lucky” to be here. 

- I feel ashamed of the church!s child sexual abuse, authority figures hurting kids”  

- I feel happy, safe and accepted at St. Ignatius, and perceive Frs. Greg and Gagan as 
"walking the talk.”  

- I am a lifetime parishioner and I have great gratitude for St. Ignatius!s support during 
a very difficult personal time.  

- I think the Pope!s listening to women is hopeful and inspiring. No one who has been 
firm in God has ever been confounded.  

Group 12 

- I am a virtual parishioner—a "covid convert” to St. Ignatius, and I travel to SI once a 
month for Mass. My relationship with Church "all over the place” from intimate to 
divorced to reconciled. I entered the convent too young at 17 years and left at age 27, 
realizing I could do the same things outside of the order. At one time, I felt not 
worthy to be in the Church, not reconciled. Then it felt like the Church separated 
from me. I felt unwelcome and left out. The Church excludes too many people – 
divorced, gay, unforgivable sinners. I was separated from the Church for some time.  
But now I am at peace with God. I don!t believe some things the Church puts out.  I 
think I am okay. 
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- I do not see a Church of young people – the high school and college age. I have a lot 
of young people in my life, and the Church has no relevance to them. It is not 
attractive.  That is sad. 

- I am a virtual St. Ignatius parishioner from the "suburban wastelands” of the Church; 
but I grateful to be at SI where Mass is welcoming, reverent, respectful, holy. I was 
raised in Catholic schools, married, had two children—neither of whom identify as 
being in the Church. One child is gay and not welcome and the other will not attend 
where a sibling is not welcome. 

- Feels that the Church is like my family: they are mine no matter what. Even if a 
family member should commit a felony or something awful, they are still my family.  
My children do not see it that way. Feels like a great tragedy in my life that children 
do not have God in their lives.  I feel responsible for that.  It saddens me. 

- I find communion in SI and the Jesuit Retreat Center. In both communities I feel 
people are holy.  I participate as a Director of 19th Annotation Spiritual Exercises.  
Pre-covid, participated in ministries at my parish. 

- I am also a virtual parishioner, its a gift to be referred to St. Ignatius for liturgy. I 
entered the seminary at age 14 and left after my second year at college. I guess I 
wanted to have my cake and eat it too. I have been married for 19 years, have two 
sons, and now I’m divorced and remarried. It was painful for me to break up my 
family.  A few years later I remarried without an annulment. I thought about it, 
talked to a couple of priests—one said I probably could get an annulment. I talked to 
one son who said he was glad I didn!t get an annulment because then he would be 
illegitimate. Who can I confide in about that [remarriage without an annulment]?  I 
am active in my parish, but they do not know I remarried without an annulment. I 
am currently making the 19th Annotation retreat with [a priest] at JRC. World is a 
mess. I would not have the strength or courage to do what I need to do without the 
Church. 

- I have always been out of step, and I feel at home being out of step. I belong to Jesus.  
I have been claimed by Christ at my Baptism and no one can put me out. This is the 
God I believe in. I learned from my mother who managed in her eighties to put it all 
together.  When she learned that my brother was gay, HIV positive, and victimized 
twice, once by a priest and a second time by a Brother in his Catholic schools, she 
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said, "I love him and I will stand by him.  My son is mine.”  And, she did the same 
with the Church. 

- I learned from African Americans who had to sit in the choir loft of the Church, "I!m 
not leaving.” And from immigrants from Mexico who say "Our Lady of Guadalupe 
stands with me.”  I believe that Jesus never put up boundaries. Even though my heart 
breaks at some of the acts of the Church, my God has been faithful to me.  The 
sacramental life of the Church is the richest part.  This is my table. 

- Good to be asked by the Pope through the Synod to speak about Church and to be 
listened to. 

- I feel the hurt when others reject the Church. 

- I feel a lot of sadness and love for the people here and the Church. 

- Grateful to have found a home around the table. 

Group 13 

- I came tonight because there is rift between the institutional church and the way I live 
my life. Pope Francis is trying to get rid of that rift. I see the Pope and the Curia like 
the English Royal Family . .  lovely . . captures my imagination and my attention . .  
but not relevant to the way I live my life.  My experience of Church is with women 
religious. They raised me in school and as an attorney I continue to work with them 
in advocating for issues of human trafficking and other social justice issues. These 
women are and always have been models of how to be a woman living in the world.  

- I work with this coalition of Sisters now, most of whom are in their 80!s and these are 
the people I am most in communion with because they are doing the work of the 
Gospel. The curia is abusive to these women. Often sidelining them and their work. 
The painful inquisition a few years ago of American nuns . .  Investigating how they 
are true to their calling as religious orders . .  But these women despite this insult 
continued their work in the way of the Gospel. They hunkered down in their work 
They did the work of the Gospel when the curia was not . .  If this is the way that the 
hierarchy treats women religious, what will they do to me as a lay woman in the 
church? Regardless, I see the work of the Gospel in them, not in the hierarchy.  
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- The hierarchy is so far from the reality of what is going on. It is only through 
embracing others that we see how the church is changing from this and living in that 
reality. There is an arrogance factor among the men in charge in the church . .  They 
are making decisions apart from reality. And this is the sentiment of young people, 
my children. They see this and they write it off . .  it is not attractive, and just pushes 
people away.  

- This parish, during the pandemic, as I live [in the South Bay] showed me the opposite 
of that. Here I was welcomed, appreciated, respected, invited, my virtual experience 
of this community was amazing and I am excited to be a part of this conversation 
tonight . .  again, invitation to be a part of . .  this is the church. This was a blessing of 
COVID, finding a place, even distant in miles, that gives me a chance to open up my 
understanding of church and that is open. The chat boxes during virtual mass were a 
Godsend . . . Connecting with people from my isolation at home during mass made 
the Body of Christ real rather than just a building. 

- I love this experience, being in a small group and sharing . .  this is valuable . .  I want 
to tell a story of a homily I heard at another church: There was a Catholic priest who 
was a chaplain in WWII and was wonderful in his ministry caring for everyone. He 
died and the people wanted to bury him in the Presbyterian cemetery. They would 
not allow him to be buried IN that cemetery . . . he was Catholic , not one of them, so 
they buried him just outside the fence. He was close, but not in . .  Years later when 
people came to visit that cemetery they noticed that the priest was indeed buried 
within its grounds. The question was asked . .  did you move his body inside . .  the 
answer . .  no . .. we moved the fence farther out . . That!s what we need to do . .  
move the fences farther from the Curia!s perimeters. Our God is a God of surprises. 
We need to be open to and respond to those surprises and that God.  

- We all have ways we struggle with the institutional church. We are on the road as 
Christians, and we offer each other support along the way. 

- As a [member of a religious order] from India my experience was becoming a 
Catholic in a country where my family and most of the people around me were not 
Christian and Catholic, and entering the [religious community] at a very young age. 
Being a [religious] in this environment . .. one that was counter to what was around 
me has formed me. This has given me a relational approach to life: How am I in 
relationship with those around me? My challenge is to respond to the issues of 
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minorities. I am called to relate to and be in relationship with people struggling on 
the outside of society. I am trying to figure out what it means to be a prophetic 
witness.  

- With the church, My experience as a [religious] and a priest makes me an insider, but 
I am challenged to respond to those on the outside. By listening to others my identity 
as a [religious] is challenged. The challenge comes in how I as a [religious] respond: 
Am I serving as that prophetic figure with the needs and experience of the 
marginalized in the forefront of my mind?  

-  Again, the Sisters provided a safe place for me growing up and this safe place 
allowed me to grow. That community of safety to grow is Church for me. I am 
concerned as the numbers of women religious declines. Nobody is replacing them. 
Who will do for others what these women did for me? 

- Treatment of Sisters is just awful. We wanted to spread  the word to Catholic schools 
about an ant-human trafficking event. Some Sisters reached out to our Archdiocese to 
get help in that process. Phone call after phone call, and so many other attempts by 
these women to communicate went unanswered. No response . .  dead silence for 
months. Why? Who knows. So many missed opportunities. 

- That!s the challenge of the future. A priest in a parish—a single male—this is not 
reflective of the world. Vocations are down. We need to be open to married, clergy . . 
women clergy, lay people and others participating in leading rather than just a bunch 
of men. I had a friend who was called to priesthood, a call she truly truly felt. She 
went ahead and pursued this calling and was ordained. As an ordained woman she 
was excommunicated—the ultimate rejection. The Church rejected her and her desire 
and her actions to be a Christ-like person. What is our response going to be? 

Group 14 

- My comments today are on the Church in general. Church has been largely silent on 
issues pertaining to BIPoC, and on how to support folks that are not middle class 
white people.The Church needs to take a stand on issues to stand against people who 
take a literal interpretation of the Bible and use those interpretations as a means to 
justify harmful treatments of others.  
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- There is an acknowledgment that this current Pope is trying to take a stand and move 
the needle. He has tremendous influence and could be more forthcoming in his 
pronouncements. The Catholic Church is wrestling with many thorny issues but in 
the end we all have to answer to God and the Catholic Church is not exempt nor 
absolved. 

- I can acknowledge that God has been a guiding force in my life and has "ordered my 
steps”. And I am clear in my gratitude for what "God had brought me through and 
delivered me from.” I attended Catholic school through high school. Family life was 
rooted in faith and Church. (We also belonged to the AME Church). Attended two 
services every Sunday. 

- I am a “cradle Catholic,” and was brought up in a rich cultural, spiritual experience of 
the Latin American Catholic Church, which was at odds with the current Irish/Italian 
Catholic version of Catholicism present in the neighborhood. After a while I began to 
attend Mass at parishes that matched the Latin American understanding of 
Catholicism, and I found it more comfortable. 

- I feel a disconnect between the hierarchy of the Church with my personal spirituality. 
The Church was the first global corporation. After visiting the Vatican for the first 
time, I was appalled at the vast wealth, in contrast with the experience of having 
Catholic schools closing down in lower income generally minority neighborhoods. 
All this only contributed to the feeling that the Church had nothing to do with 
spirituality or religion. 

- Jesuit theology has acted as a doorway for me into seeing God in all things. I am 
appreciating God!s grace in the world and in my life through her family and 
privileges.  

- The Church needs to step up and deal with the migrant issue and send funds and 
humanitarian aid immediately. In Latin America, the Church has been a historical 
nightmare, wielding tremendous power yet choosing to not use its influence to 
protect the most vulnerable. 

Group 15 

- I was raised very Catholic, in a family of five, in [a midwestern] suburb. I was very 
active in the church, school, which was two blocks from the house. Everyone on the 
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street was part of the parish and very involved with school and church. I had a 
positive experience being in a Catholic elementary school. I felt like family was 
friends with the priests and nuns; compared to other stories I hear, it was a very 
positive experience. I was in the choir, and have positive memories. I didn!t go to a 
Catholic high school and moved to San Francisco in [1970’s], went to USF and became 
a nurse. I was a way of living the giving, compassionate side of me. For a while, I 
went to an Episcopalian church, made friends; but I went back to the traditional 
comfort of the church, eventually.  

- I don!t go as often as I would like; just going to mass and listening to the sermons. I 
got a lot of good values, not from just my parents—very giving mother and spiritual 
father—and I keep thinking of the 10 commandments. How I want to live my life 
according to those! I am very concerned about today!s society – no good morals or 
values, people don!t think anything of stealing or killing. Why is this? The tribalism, 
the divisiveness, in our own communities. Is it because people are not part of an 
organized religion anymore? Very concerned about young people. I know young 
children not baptized. Not everyone has to be part of organized religion, but many 
people have very solid values. Generally, I think something is missing in our world.  

- I don!t agree with all the teachings of the church, but I have been able to put that 
aside, and I have a personal relationship with God. The traditions and the peace, 
mean I can’t just separate myself from the church. It is of value to me, along with my 
own personal spirituality. I do also meditate every morning, try to integrate my 
philosophy. 

- I think when it comes down to it, I!m so envious of people who are cradle catholics—
who had school and family. I mean, you know how to say the prayers really fast. The 
first hint that I had of the Catholic church was through my parents. My dad was 
commander of the Tamalpais recreation area, I was in Tamalpais High, and they put 
me up in the Dominican convent. As the oldest of six children, I walked into that 
convent and oh boy, I thought, I can read a book without being interrupted, no 
siblings to take care of; the most peaceful place! I began going to Mass every morning 
with the Sisters. I even went to confession once and burst out crying, and the priest 
told me to get out. My parents had a strict rule that I was NOT to be converted—my 
grandmother had been at that school, so I was let in as a legacy, but not to be 
converted. So I became an anthropologist, studying different religions in depth. I 
once studied for three years to convert to Judaism, but then, after being questioned by 
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a rabbinical group, I was sitting out in the hall and decided it wasn!t going to work. I 
also looked at Hinduism and Buddhism. But then I retired. I went to a country place, 
a beautiful place I!d owned for thirty years. I was totally isolated, 10 miles to the 
nearest store; curvy, one-lane road. . . [missing details] I decided to convert. 

- How horrible it was to my friends for me to convert. “You!re out of your mind” I was 
told. Although it!s extremely difficult for me not to get angry about the social issues 
with the church, I actually lost friendships as a result of becoming catholic. That!s 
crazy, to lose a friend of 40 years! I had no idea that there was such a thing as anti-
Catholicism.  

- One of the big issues I have a difficult time with is that women are considered second 
class citizens. This is something that is common in all cultures, despite a few 
matrilineal societies. I really hate that, the patronizing attitude, but I am such a fan of 
pope Francis. How is he is still alive? 

- I go to St. Agnes, and decided to join this synod discussion because St. Agnes#!
sessions were all in the evening and I!m a morning person, but I am familiar with St. 
Ignatius, got my Master!s degree at USF and am a graduate of St. Ignatius prep; 
taught confirmation classes before COVID and a health crisis of my husband!s.  I was 
looking for a Jesuit parish and St. Agnes#!seemed more "humble” and had a "hippie 
vibe” (I grew up in Santa Cruz) that I felt at home with. 

- My mom was Catholic, my dad was Christian Science, then became an atheist; but 
mom made sure we were baptized, went to Mass, though I was not confirmed – I was 
very shy in public school and just didn!t want to go to the classes. Then in the 70!s, 
my mother was very upset at the anti-birth control stance of the church and she left 
the church at that point.  

- At a Catholic church I attended, I noticed the holy water font was empty and that 
made me upset, so I went and got a bucket and filled it with holy water and put it in 
the font on my own,  but I didn!t know there was a crack in it; the secretary rushed 
out and scolded me and I was mortified. 

- Another time, one of the nuns caught me getting the bugs out of the outdoor 
fountain, was very concerned that everything should look proper and good. Growing 
up, I really lost interest in Church until my son was little and I had to think about 
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schools for him. The Catholic schools in our neighborhood weren!t very good. When 
asked by the schools I called if I was Catholic, I said no, because I was not a practicing  
Catholic, though I should have said yes. I  ended up putting him in  a Protestant 
church school—it was evangelical—and in terms of social issues, I had issues with it 
like the ones I have with the Catholic church: too much telling you how to behave, 
what to believe. When my son was grown, I went back to St. Agnes, just to sit in the 
back of the church, just to listen, but was soon drawn into the midst of it. I love the 
community, and I love scripture. I have a fascination with those strange old books 
and what people through millennia have discovered about God and what is right and 
true and just. I have loved the sense of reverence in the Eucharist. I had a good 
teaching partner with the confirmation classes and wanted to have the hard 
conversations.  

- I have not been in person at church during the pandemic, and joined a group at Grace 
cathedral for morning prayer, a lifeline for me. I think the hard thing for me, 
currently is being told "it!s time to come back in person.” I don!t like paternalism, 
though I am open to being persuaded, but not being told what to do. I could be 
rebellious, but church should not be for giving orders in terms of telling people "be 
this way.” Rather it should provide a community for love and grace. 

- I thought I!d deliberately go last since the Catholic Church always has women last, so 
that!s one of my problems with the church. I went to Catholic grade school, high 
school, and then college with Jesuits. [I work at a Jesuit school] Growing up my 
parents were separated and I saw a cruel side to the Catholic Church. Separated 
spouses were a “scandal” so I!m hypersensitive to that issue. I love retreats and 
Ignatian Exercises; thoroughly enjoyed being in Mexico with the Franciscan nuns. I 
have an absolute total devotion to anyone in need, no questions asked, which 
reminds me of my parents and grandparents. During the pandemic I!ve been online, 
and I think it is fantastic and we should embrace it as a grace from God. Remember 
Fulton J. Sheen? We!ve done this before. The Archbishop keeps telling us to Come 
Back – he might try asking the people. 

- I like being Catholic and I am ashamed of being Catholic – of the support for racism, 
sexism, anti-vacc, etc.  Pope Francis is the best thing to happen. There is a very 
simplistic attitude from the hierarchy, which is not my idea of the way the church 
should be. My Jewish therapist told me, You sound like an old Jew, you argue and wrestle. 
You only wrestle with people you really care about. I am going to miss Fr. Coleman a 
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lot, his homilies. All the priests have different gifts, doing wonderful work, lots of 
wonderful and good things, but very frightening as to what is happening with the 
church, as it seems aligned with the Donald Trumpists, which is very wrong. 

- When I was working down in Tijuana, there was Bodega Day. We would go to the 
farmers market, and I drove the truck. The nun said to follow her. She talked to the 
first man and started having a conversation, then moved on. She was just talking to 
and praying with about 20 people at different stalls; she never asked for anything, but 
when we got back to the truck it was full. This was the miracle of the loaves and the 
fishes. God keeps working even if we are not. We can!t get hung up with our anger 
for the institution. God is with us. Treat people with dignity, love, respect, and God 
will do the rest. 

- I wasn!t sure if this process would be worthwhile, but the love that we have for the 
church despite our differences with it has been very comforting to me to hear. [some 
notes were lost because of a glitch in recording] 

- Very early on, I felt my mother!s influence. She a very compassionate woman. We 
lived in [N. Africa], and I remember going to a wedding dressed in a velvet dress. 
The little girls kept coming up to me to feel the velvet, so I was always very aware of 
the have!s and the have not!s. My mother and I have been in San Francisco since 1990, 
lived in [a midwestern city] before, and I have been married for 50 years. There are 
ups and downs in every family, but faith is very important to us. The prayers we say 
at nighttime together are very powerful. 

- I am very worried about the Church and young people – we went to 8 weddings in 
one year, and not one was in a Catholic church, even though all the families were 
Catholic. How is the Church addressing these young people? They are smart and 
involved and concerned about social issues—which may be more important to them 
than going to church every Sunday. What is the church doing to address this?  

- There have been two important influences on my life as a Catholic. The first was my 
mother, who could never bake a batch of cookies without giving half of them away, 
was always giving, always kind, and taught us that the reason we were $there#!was to 
help other people, to be kind, to be patient, and give away what you have. The 
second influence was a schoolyard game we used to play at [my Catholic] elementary 
school "#%Going to heaven/Going to hell”. We would draw a line on the asphalt and 
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one person would be Lucifer with others as devils and one person would be Michael 
the Archangel, in charge of other angels, and we would pull other kids back and forth 
across the line, saving souls from hell or sending them to hell. The one with the most 
kids on their side when the school bell rang was the winner. I was most often in the 
role of Michael, and I think it turned into my own mythology about myself: that I was 
supposed to "save” people and help them get to heaven. That has pretty much been 
my outlook all my life, and I would like to see the church have that more as a 
mission—helping the poor, the downtrodden, everyone in need, without regard to 
what kind of life they live – no judgement, just help. 

Group 16 

- How far back do you want to hear?  I was born and bred Catholic, bought into it.  I 
have seen all the changes and I approve. Some things that haven!t happened are 
disappointing.  For example, we have seen divisions in the Church when we lived in 
South Carolina. Racial segregation in the South, with separate parishes for blacks and 
whites. I did Cursillo [retreat] which was powerful. 

- Time and time again, I have encountered Priests who were holy, showing the way to 
be closer to God. I went to USF. There were no failures as Priests, no abuse, that I 
experienced. It was overwhelmingly positive.   

- I am a USF parent, been in St. Ignatius many times, and am now a virtual parishioner.  
My own parish failed to connect during the pandemic. I am also born and bred 
Catholic, with 12 years of Catholic education. I was a Jesuit Volunteer and met Fr 
Greg then. The Holy Spirit speaks to me, and I am happy that the Pope is guiding us 
toward that. I can remember the crisis of the transition of Vatican II. 

- I am a convert, and my husband is a cradle Catholic. Our local parish did very little 
during the pandemic and they don!t wear masks. I have been listening and live-
streaming many different Catholic groups—music, rosary, Mass etc. Negative 
homilies extinguish the flame of faith for me, especially from the pulpit.  I also dislike 
politics from the pulpit. I believe faith and science can co-exist.  Our pastor in 
[southwestern state]  is reminding us that missing mass in person is a sin, but we 
can!t take the risk of getting sick. Does our pastor have the best interest of the church 
at heart if he!s encouraging people to be in church unvaccinated and unmasked?  
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Livestream Mass and daily rosary enrich our spiritual life. But we continue to donate 
to our former parish where we feel a connection to the pastor. 

- The priest in our former parish had all his baptisms revoked by the Vatican because 
of one wrong word in the ceremony. I don!t understand that. The priest didn!t speak 
English as a first language, but the Mass used to be in Latin and I didn!t understand 
Latin. I don!t get why would people want Mass back in Latin. 

- I started attending St. Ignatius when it reopened. I am going through RCIA. I!m in a 
different phase of Catholicism from the others in this group. St. Ignatius’ focus on 
service is what brought me to the parish. I feel very strongly about mission work. My 
mom was Catholic, but left the decision up to me. I do social service / non-profit 
work: that!s my mission, my passion. I went to tour the Missions in California, and I 
felt so welcomed at San Antonio de Padua. Yet, the adobe structures are being white 
washed, while the native burial areas were overgrown and neglected. What does it 
mean to honor the history of the Church in California, how do we acknowledge that?  
I love the history of going in to beautiful cemeteries, but there!s no mention of the 
native population. The homilies at St. Ignatius are so thoughtful, and activating for 
me to go out and do my work. 

- I was also born and bred a San Francisco Catholic. My parents taught CCD, very 
involved in the life of the parish. I had 12 years of Catholic education, then off to 
[UC].  College was the time I had a lot of friends who were not Catholics and I 
thought about what it meant to be Catholic: why did I go to church? What did I 
believe? Even though I questioned, I still got married in the Church, and raised our 
kids Catholic, sending them to Catholic school so they would have the same basis of 
values that we had—even though I didn!t have complete faith. We started attending 
St. Ignatius because the Mass schedule worked for us, and the beautiful choir. But we 
stayed for the homilies that are thoughtful and thought provoking. My vocation and 
my mission in my spiritual life is marriage, my own and helping others who are 
struggling in marriage. The Church, and the parish, support me in this work and I 
think of it as my way of serving God!s people. 

- I experienced a very dogmatic Catholic education. Questioning teachers on the 
reasons behind Catholic beliefs at my Christian Brothers’ school was not welcome.  
My elder brother was a Catholic priest. In the early 80!s, he demonstrated that the 
rules were optional as both he and the other priests from his order had girlfriends 
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and boyfriends and disregarded any other aspects of Catholic faith that did not suit 
them.  I maintained the pretense of being a good Catholic for the sake of my children 
but maybe they saw through the pretense because neither of them are practicing 
Catholics. I had completely abandoned the Church before and during the breakdown 
of my marriage. I participated in the Retrouvaille program for marriages in crisis in 
spite of the fact that it was associated with the Catholic church.  My experience of 
Retrouvaille and the support of Retrouvaille by Saint Ignatius are the reasons I am a 
practicing Catholic again.  My ministry is the support of other couples in crisis.   

Group 17 

- My story of my relationship with the Church is a simple and common one, I think. As 
a child, I went to church every week with my father and my brothers. I received the 
usual sacraments: baptism, reconciliation, communion, and confirmation. I was an 
altar server, and I was very proud of that. But as a college student, and as a young 
adult, I drifted away from the church. I did not attend, and I was not a member of 
any parish. In my late 20s, I decided to come back to the Church. I made a call to the 
local parish, met with a priest, had reconciliation for the first time in years, and joined 
that parish. It was life changing. I became involved. I met other people. My overall 
life improved. Soon, I met the woman who became my wife, and it was at a function 
that was related to a group I was involved with at church. Since then, every aspect of 
my life, of our lives, has been related to our faith and life within the church. Looking 
back, maybe it was not just MY decision to come back to the Church. Maybe it was 
the Holy Spirit calling me. I expect I will live my life as a faithful person for the rest of 
my life. 

- My story is not very different from [the first speaker]. I was raised Catholic, went to 
Catholic schools, including Catholic High School. After high school, I wandered a bit, 
and I was not religious. But when I entered college, I began to be more religious 
again. But I found my life was really in three parts. I was married, I had a medical 
career, and I was sort of religious. I was concerned about social acceptance. But 
eventually, I joined a Franciscan parish, became more involved, including at St 
Anthony!s. At some point I came to St Ignatius Church. I found it very welcoming. I 
was invited to participate. I felt at home. I will probably stay here at this parish for 
the rest of my life. 
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- I am attending this synod out of curiosity. I!m Catholic, but what is the purpose of 
this synod? Is it the Pope!s way of trying to "rev-up” the enthusiasm in the Church? Is 
it calling on the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit has been acting in the Church since the 
Resurrection. So, why are we doing a synod? I pray that it works out okay. 

- I was born in [out of the US], and I was raised Catholic. I attended Catholic schools 
(in [my home country]) through high school. My dad was an honest and upright 
man, who did not have patience with Catholic rites and hypocrites; my mum was 
devout. They raised my brothers and I to conduct and lead our lives with honesty, 
honesty and in a Christian manner. I came to San Francisco to attend college at USF, 
and used to hear Mass at St Ignatius when it was a Church for the University. Later I 
moved to Chicago for graduate studies and attended Sunday services at the campus 
Newman Center. I liked that - being among other students, with priests focused on 
university students, not parish matters. Later, when I returned to San Francisco, I 
continued attending services at St. Ignatius. This was when it was a Church for the 
University - before it became a parish. In fact, I voted against St. Ignatius becoming a 
parish as I liked the university community connection. I got to know a few people in 
this community, and they were nice. I have been attending services for >30 years 
now.  

- Up to now, I have held the parish at a distance, not getting involved. I don!t know a 
lot of people. I know [two of the speakers here], and I have not got involved with 
parish matters. But I have volunteered for >20yrs years - when Fr. Gagan was pastor - 
helping the Sacristan, delivering meals to AIDS patients in SI/Project Open Hands in 
the late 1980s/1990s; Shelter Meals, etc.; whenever there is a call for volunteers.  

- I am not sure what is needed in the parish and in the synod. Unlike the others here 
who delight in being parish members, I prefer to stay uninvolved in parish matters in 
the belief that I, as everyone else, has a direct line to Jesus and God. I am curious 
about the need "to belong”. Does belonging to a parish make you more Catholic? Is not 
your Catholicism/Christianity direct to God? One person is concerned with his 
children being estranged from the Catholic Church. I am sure they are honest and 
good in themselves without attending mass. Can you tell me why you are concerned?  

- I was born into a Catholic family and raised Catholic. But when I went to [an Ivy 
League University], I had an on-again, off-again relationship with the Church. I 
became friends with a Chaplain, and we argued about many things. I brought 
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philosophy and philosophers to the table. We would argue over coffee about 
Nietzche!s ideas and so many other things. Yet we remained friends, and eventually, 
years later, he married me to my wife, who is not Catholic. She and I met at [college]. 
And when we graduated, we separated – I to go to medical school (in Baltimore) and 
she to join the Government (in Washington DC). We married ten years later. We went 
to a conference for marriages to a non-Catholic spouse. It was in Gloucester, MA, of 
all places, and it really turned her off, for the idea was that she would raise our 
children Catholic. Eventually, she agreed to that, and we had four children. One of 
my children has died, and three have survived. She was a great mother to them, and 
she was good to raise them Catholic.  

- We were at St Mary!s Cathedral for many years until there was a change of Bishop 
and Rector, and we did not wish to stay. So, we came to St Ignatius parish. That is 
where our children were confirmed (the Cathedral did not do Confirmations). We 
have been at St Ignatius for seven years, and I have been active. But my issue is that 
all three of my children are lost to the Church. One of my sons is gay, and he cannot 
abide the Catholic Church. My daughter has allied with him, and so she has left the 
Church, too. And my eldest son left the Church to join the Parsis sect, the religion of 
his wife. I am not happy about that. Now, I am older, and I am ill, and all my living 
children are outside of the Church. The only one of my children who is still within 
the Church is the one who has died. 

- I was a nun for many years. When I moved to Washington, DC, I left the convent and 
became a lay person. It was in Washington that I met my husband. We had our 
children there. Then we came to San Francisco. What is a life of faith? I have had 
discussions with my husband about that. We have lived in, and participated in, active 
parishes, and we have been active members. When we came to San Francisco, we 
were looking for a good parish. I thought I should look at the Jesuit parish, for our 
Washington DC parish, which was very good, was a Jesuit parish. We met Fr Gagan 
on the Fulton Street steps, and I said, "We were members of Holy Trinity Parish in 
Washington DC, and we are looking for a good life-affirming parish like that here.” 
He said, "There is nothing in San Francisco like Holy Trinity Parish. But if you come 
here, we can make this place like that! I would really like to have you join us here.” 
(Note that was before St Ignatius was restored to parish status.) Well, we did come to St 
Ignatius Parish, and we have been here ever since.  
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- At times over the years, I have been angry sometimes about things here. But 
regardless of any one thing, it is the community of people here that is what is 
important. I look at the congregation. That is why we are here. The people of our 
parish are a source of life for us. And we give life to them, too. Of our children, now 
grown, only one of the three is a regular church goer in a Catholic parish. The other 
two do not attend church regularly, though none has explicitly rejected the Church. I 
am hopeful they will return to the Church someday. 

Group 18 

- (Note that I provided a statement on February 6. I did it here at this meeting as well, 
just to get the group started.) My statement was much the same as before, except that 
I added more about my current relationship with the church. I said that my life in the 
church these days comes from two things: (1) a scripture group that meets weekly to 
read and reflect on the Sunday readings, not to analyze them as scholars, but to ask, 
"What does this reading tell me about my life, how I should live, what I should do, 
how I should improve my relationship with God and with my fellows here on Earth; 
and (2) my participation in the liturgies at church, singing in the choir, reading as a 
lector, providing communion as a eucharistic minister, and being with the other 
people who do these things out of faith. 

- I am a cradle Catholic with both parents Catholic. My mother!s faith, especially, was 
strong. I remember in Jr High or in High School realizing that "This is my faith.” It 
was a living thing that I held in my heart. I did Stations, Decades, daily mass in Lent. 
Sometimes I would have to run to get to school on time because it was difficult to get 
there on time after mass. I raised my child as a Catholic. This is the philosophy of my 
life. There are two parts of the Church: (1) the Church Formal; and (2) the Church 
People. I relate more to the Church People. The reality of it is that we are people of 
faith. 

- As a child, I was immersed in the spirit of Catholicism. Our whole block was 
Catholic. The parish was a few blocks away. I was influenced especially by an aunt 
who "brought the family back in” as she went to Church one day and said, "I want to 
learn.” In turn, she taught us all. Also important was my mother-in-law, who was my 
mentor. She taught so much, not by what she said, but by what she did.  
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- In college, I thought the church was on the wrong side of so many things. It did not 
seem the church understood very much about the human condition. I did not leave. I 
made a bargain: "I!m not sure I believe in you. But I!ll stay to ask Questions.” Later, in 
Graduate School and marriage I found that children change everything, and I became 
more regular in my faith and Catholic actions.  

- My issue is that lot of people are going to Catholic schools, but the schools aren!t 
graduating Catholics. It is disturbing. A lot of what is in church is not about faith, but 
it seems like secular politics.  

- In family life, I don!t know how we would live without faith. I have a daughter who 
battles with mental illness. Grace is when you use all your efforts, your heart, your 
mind, your soul, and you know you cannot solve a problem, but you work at it 
anyway with all you!ve got. 

- Tonight I wish to focus on my faith in the last few years. I receive a lot of my faith 
from participating in liturgies at church. But there is a lot of stuff at church that is not 
really what Church is at all. And when I am angry about those things, I step back and 
remember my experience in a scripture group. For the last 15 years or so, I have been 
part of a group that meets weekly. Those are the people I rely on for my faith life. We 
stick together, and we even did during the worst of the pandemic. We met in the back 
yard. We put on blankets, we used propane heaters. So, going back to church was not 
like starting over. I had that faith group with me. What do those people mean? I 
mean, what if you had to call someone at 2:00 a.m.? Whom would you call? It would 
be one of them. Whom would I trust? It would be one of them. 

Group 19 

- I am returning to church after many years, and it has been a lifeline. I am challenged 
at being physically present but I still enjoy the unifying factors of the church 
community.  

- The Church before Vatican 2 presented a lot of guilt and punishment. I struggle with 
that. Being staunch didn!t make much ground, and I have strong opinions on what 
Catholicism meant. I had a very private catholic upbringing - In the hands of 
religious orders. The deal was to only go to parish for certificates (as in only go for 
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functional reasons, not spiritual). The church in which I lived was very inward. $Try 
and save your soul!.  

- Vatican 2 opened many doors and allowed for more outreach and compassion—like 
the English mass. I am moving forward in faith and maturity and what it means to be 
a Catholic. That is what brought me back to church because of this. $There is room for 
everyone#!sentiment.  

- In traveling, it was good to meet people who were not Catholic. Interreligious 
dialogue was an important part of my experience. Letting go of the pre-Vatican 2 
staunch Catholic doctrine helped in that. World religions was a very different older 
adolescent experience. The Sisters were out of habit and into street clothing – notable 
progress.  

- My thoughts changed through reading books. $Original Blessing#!(versus original sin) 
for example. I also was influenced by books by Thomas Merton, T Barry and Keating 
to learn new ways of thinking. 

- It feels like the Catholic church is divided just like the country. Today we still find 
some over-scrupulous about sin. Cardinals and bishops are mean spirited, denying 
communion to politicians, etc. The Church also seems divided along cultural 
differences too, for example in the view of places like El Salvador, a very different 
view of life and Church.   

- I like the Jesuits, and specifically St. Ignatius as a Jesuit parish. It is forward thinking, 
and doesn’t just rubber stamp the Vatican. Glad we found Jesuits. The intellectual 
tradition of the Jesuits makes St. Ignatius a great parish.  

- I had a harrowing life experience but had the support and spirit from Fr Gagen. It 
truly helped me through the experience. 

- I am happy to welcome less traditional teachings. I hope that the Synod will bring 
together people of different perspectives – I want us to find room for all of us and be 
kinder to each other. I hope that this Synod will be a sharing experiences and will 
support a better, more inclusive church. The country and church are divided. Need 
more universality in our approach to Body of Christ  
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- I love the church – it has been a way to God and forged a spiritual dimension in my 
life. Troubles of absence of spiritual connection, we need that dimension in some 
form.  

- One way forward is through young people – we need to forge a connection. It is 
important young people grow in virtue (they seem very idealistic, led by Internet, 
completely different level, not naive or as malleable as we were). We used to “buy” 
Pagan babies, not because we were bad, but because we were so innocent/inward 
focused.  

- How do we nurture young people and guide them to be part of the solution and not 
buy into the hopelessness (some students come to school looking for love)? 

- I am a teacher and I see that there is a great level of empathy and passion amongst 
young (I see it in 4th and 5th graders).  Today young people face dire condition of 
planet that is imperiled and they are seeking what can be done. But there is strong 
resiliency and a sense of communal strength –all breathe same air—but we were not 
taught like that growing up. We look to young people to have faith/spirituality, but 
they need guidance - keep in prayers. I don!t know what would attract young people 
to a spiritual life 

- Counseling and child psychiatry are now part of our culture for young people. 
Besides prayer we should all set examples in public.  

- I really respect Pope Francis. He is really liked by young people which may give them 
more interest in the Church. The tasks on hand may be too overwhelming for Francis; 
he needs more of a pragmatist. He has enemies in the Vatican, and he doesn’t see able 
to confront complexities. We need a leader that can combine spirituality and 
pragmatism. 

- Institutions are not perfect, it!s not necessarily the Church – the institution is 
weighing it down 

- I think the Church is too Italian for American Catholics (and too Irish, too). Francis is 
opening doors in developing world. He!s from Argentina. He is making it more 
integrated. Cardinals and bishops are assigned to places that never had a Cardinal.  
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- Role of women in Church needs to be seriously addressed. Church would never have 
got started without women. They had a major role over years role, but this 
diminished and now they just do service, where did it all go wrong? Blame the 
deacons. Why are there no women cardinals? You don!t have to be ordained to be a 
cardinal.  

- We have made some progress, but not enough (altar boys/girls). It seems 9 out of 10 
eucharistic ministers are women. Women are preachers, but not consecrated. 

- I think we need Vatican 3. If Francis wants to hear from the people, thought to 
include lay people in the Council. By coming together and developing good will – we 
can achieve. There is room for everyone. Hopeful for the Synod.  

Group 20 

- I went to a Jesuit high school and became an activist during the Vietnam era. I have 
great love for the Jesuits, and trust the way that the Society is organized. But I am 
disappointed in the way our bishops have responded to LGBTQA Catholics. I wish 
that the bishops would stop fostering division. I am concerned for the shortage of 
priests and hope that we could have women priests, and married clergy.  

- I was Jesuit educated, married and started a family at the beginning of Vatican II. It 
was both a blessing and a curse, due to the experience of vitality and participation 
that lasted for 20 years or so. I now live in Marin County, and feel as if I live in a 
desert. There is not the same degree of life here that lives in the parish. I have been a 
widow for 10 years, and have an appreciation and enthusiasm for involvement in the 
church, but I feel sorry that none of my 4 children and 9 grandchildren have any 
attachment to the church (though it is for good reason.) They are on their own 
journeys. Looking back on the years immediately following the Council, I desire to 
regain some of the momentum that followed Vatican II. 

- I was raised Episcopalian - with very engaged parents—but I didn!t really feel 
connected to the faith. I found [a Catholic parish] in [Arizona] and there I met Jesus. 
With my husband and my 3 kids, we met Jesus in a powerful way: through relatable 
homilies. My sons are Jesuit educated, and my daughters went to the diocesan school. 
I found a vast difference between the Jesuits and diocesan—and I feel very 
disconnected from the Catholic church as a whole. There is great danger in NOT 
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moving forward in relation to LGBTQ issues. The Jesuits treated my sons with 
gentleness; while the diocesan school treated the girls with a black and white 
approach to rules. I long for a way to invite our children back. I wonder even about 
the Synod: where does this process leave women? Amazed by VII, and recognized 
the possibility, but I don’t think it has been followed through. 

- I had 16 years of Catholic education, and I was assaulted by a priest. I was and am 
still angry and skeptical. I was the Church that made me an angry person. 30 years 
have passed, and I felt like something was missing; felt as if something had been 
stolen from me. The time I was away from the Church was a very lonely time. Then I 
started to pray again, and sought an advanced degree in theology. I assumed that my 
journey was my own, but also discovered that my spouse was also longing for this 
something more. At first, I just wanted to be able to pray again and have a 
relationship with God. Going to Church has fostered deep deep community. I have 
come to appreciate the gift of this particular community. Recent travel increases that 
feeling of gratitude for St. Ignatius, because I feel like they are wholly Catholic in the 
sense of community and prayer. On a positive note: this Synodal process is 
significant, I think. Being a listening church is healthy and important. 

- I grew up with Catholic Mother, and a Protestant Father. My mother got everyone to 
church every Sunday, but I was not "well into the church.” I received sacraments, but 
was not Catholic educated. When I got married, I was trying to have "a good Catholic 
family,” but lived where the Church didn!t have a school. Still, we managed to send 
the children to a Catholic school—which turned out to be a disaster. All three of my 
children were very badly turned off by the experience. We moved to San Francisco 
and we were directed to a vibrant parish with great pastors and active adults our 
own age. But the church aged and pastors died, pastors came who weren!t filled with 
life. None of our three children practice the faith and they do not have a good feeling 
toward the church. It crushes and scandalizes me that the leaders of this church are 
not on board with trying to make the Church a living thing. 

- My daughters feel like second-class citizens in the Church, and their children were 
offended by the hypocrisy of the church. My daughter is a human rights/women 
rights lawyer in Ireland. “Why are you catholic, “her daughter asks. “Aren’t you 
turned off by it?” And all I can answer is "Because I believe in Jesus.” My daughter 
confirmed the same, she believes,  has a special dislike for the Church. 
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- I went to Church as an obligation as a young person and never wanted to make my 
children feel that way. There are very few churches that are that way - churches that 
make you *want* to go. When you talk to other people about going to church, they 
don’t feel invited or drawn. If it were a company, you would not buy stock on the 
Catholic Church. 

Group 21 

- I went to Catholic schools—diocesan—and had a powerful formation regarding 
service. I am supported by"#miracles in the every day,” and by a focus on happiness. 
This has served as a foundation for my entire life. Secondary education was less 
"religious” and more centered. I began at St. Ignatius as a college grad. Moved to 
another city later in life, and encountered 2 fantastic priests: inspirational sermons. 
But the parish lacked a strong sense of community for the family, perhaps because 
they weren!t part of the school community. After my son attended a retreat, parents 
wanted to get more involved. Then a parish priest was transferred and a new pastor 
arrived and the children begin to challenge what he was saying and now they don!t 
want to attend Mass any more. Then, COVID hit, they were disassociated from their 
parish, and they began attending virtually at St. Ignatius. We end up competing with 
social media and trying to engage her children with their faith… and struggling to do 
so. I do believe in love. It!s so easy to speak from judgement. But we don’t hear love 
enough, and the kids feel the judgment. 

- I was raised as a "cradle Catholic,” with a deeply religious Catholoic family. And 
came of age during the implementation of the Second Vatican II. Felt really listened to 
and loved. Drifted during college years, but still kept praying and going to Mass. 
Found Most Holy Redeemer in the Castro during the AIDS crisis, and was 
transformed by that experience.  

- When our child was born, we reengaged a local parish; and I started teaching 
confirmation, and the community was incredibly welcoming and supportive of 
children. About a decade ago there was a strong conservative movement that swept 
through my parish, centered on Proposition 8—standing again gay marriage. And I 
left when my parish asked us to openly oppose it. My son is no longer practicing. I 
am still a part of a faith sharing group, and I parish hop. I felt more welcomed as a 
virtual parishioner at St. Ignatius then at my local parish. I started to attend outdoor 
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Mass post-COVID, parking-lot Mass; and I feel a strong desire for in-person 
connection. I have tried to go back to my former, more "conservative” parish, but I am 
struggling with the liturgical preferences and rigidity of our priests. I feel a lack of 
joy. I feel like I!m looking for something… like I!m still searching… I won!t give up. 

- My first knowledge of faith was first communion. Then I experienced Ignatian 
spirituality for the first time at St. Ignatius Prep. It really transformed my relationship 
with God. I connected with the Newman Center in Berkeley. I was married in the 
church by a priest who really "got it.” I attended church, but felt like it was soulless; a 
priest just going through the motions and so we drifted. But we came back at 
Christmas and Easter, when we found St. Ignatius, and then I was invited to the 
Triduum. I attended a discernment series with John Coleman and crossed this 
threshold of feeling like we were being spoken to as adults. 

- I experienced a period of disengagement. I value being listened to, being included. I 
see a desire for spiritual fulfillment, but don’t find it inside our church. I listen to 
others and it seems that everyone in our group sees young people seeking. So why is 
it that our church isn!t answering that call or longing that young people have. Why 
are we not the answer? 

Group 22 

- From [the Peninsula], I was raised in the Catholic church in Canada. All my brothers 
were educated by the Jesuits. I came to San Francisco after finishing nursing school. 
Most of my life has been educated in the Catholic space. My only exposure to 
religion. Back then, where I was, you had to choose either Catholicism or Judaism. I 
have stayed in nursing professionally, and I have a passion for nursing which started 
in 1962. I like diversity, and applied specialties. I did some traveling, and worked in 
Mexican state penitentiary. Went back and did teaching. I was diagnosed with cancer, 
and went through 5 months of chemo and treatment. And then was told "nothing 
more we can do”. I explored the options to go to Lourdes. I went in a wheelchair, and 
6 months later had no pain. Then I started walking, and did a 5k walk soon after! And 
the cancer receded. Involved with Assisted living with the Sisters of Mercy, and I am 
passionate about social justice and equity for all. I find great reward in working with 
mentally ill, low-income, and elderly.  
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- I was born and raised Catholic. Confirmed in 8th grade. Went to public schools my 
whole life. I changed schools in junior year. I was surrounded in those days by a very 
active youth group—and worked on a retreat program called Search. I also did Peer 
ministry. I got very involved in it. In reflection, in was critical in my development, in 
that I found and grew in a community of peers. There was a deep sense that we were 
all in it together trying to figure out this God thing. Then, I ended up finding a calling 
for a vocation to serve God. I went through some painful time trying trying to keep 
the walls of the Church open to all. I have a mission to try to keep doors widely open. 
I believe that we live in a local church to serve the community. When pastoral 
leadership says no to people being included in service, that makes me upset. 
Catholicism isn!t working well if kids aren!t attending, even if parents are doing all 
the right things as instructed by Church leaders. There!s more to be done here. 

- I am 77 years old and live in the East Bay. I have been attending St. Ignatius for 
almost a year now, virtually. Even though my body is "falling apart,” I am so happy 
and I love St Ignatius. I was brought up in a household where they "hated God”. My 
mother would’t go to services and disliked prayer. Me and my siblings wanted to be 
Catholics. My parents went to the Church to ask for baptism, but were rejected 
because the priest said they needed to be married in the Church. Then at 18, I 
converted to Catholicism. I stayed Catholic for a long time, except for a little time 
when I explored Anglicanism. Now I’ve found a deeper love and a mystical love for 
Jesus Christ. I enjoy reading Thomas Merton, and find him inspirational and 
challenging. I am trying to be "better” and not resent the childhood of unbelievers, 
and be at peace with things. I have feelings about being included in the Church and 
looks forward to the chance of meeting people. I look forward to going to attend 
church in person with my kids. I was trained and worked as a nurse, and I am 
interested in social justice. I studied at UCSF. I enjoy the community and loving 
aspect of the people. 

- I am a lifelong Catholic, from the Midwest. I went to Catholic schools all the way 
through. I did go through a period of time when they fell away from church. But I 
was brought back to work in the Latin American church in El Salvador. It was a 
pivotal experience in may life. I worked with the Jesuits. And now I work with a 
Sonoma county parish. I am active in the peace and justice group, which has been 
very important. Most important experience has been being a part of a small faith 
sharing group. We meet monthly, now online. I love the Eucharistic experience, 
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which is powerful to me. I take communion to people!s homes. The period of 80s in 
liberation theology spoke to me, and continues to inspire me. Church has meant the 
world to me, though there are times of disillusionment. Today I have serious issues 
with the Church and the teachings from Rome. 

- This is my first year at St Ignatius though I am a long-time Catholic. I love the 
inclusive aspect of St Ignatius. I grew up in a male dominated and authoritarian 
church. As a woman, I had to work my way around things. I am a lawyer, so I 
understood working around a male dominated field. When going through the 
Archdiocesan survey, I did not like some of the questions. Specifically the one who 
are asking if we are "man or woman”. I feel for the gay community, just left out of the 
picture. Looked at the Boston survey and thought it was better. St Ignatius Survey 
also seemed very evangelical and the parts around money/income didn!t settle well. I 
proudly support feminism and gay rights as an activist in the Church and society. I 
feel proud we have raised our children right, with that spirit. Overt insults towards 
the gay community makes me upset.  

- I am a [religious] and have been a part of this Church [St. Ignatius] since the start of 
the pandemic. I have always heard the gospel through the lens of justice. I always feel 
stronger being a part of the community. My nieces and nephews are no longer a part 
of the church because they didn!t feel connected. I am hopeful that this process brings 
more people together. A distinct moment I remember was when someone asked a 
pastor if they could attend service, as their son is gay, and the pastor said no. I was 
shocked by that response, and I hope that more change in the future can come about. 
That was such a painful experience that was revealed in my journey but I have hope 
for change in the future as we reflect on God!s word. 

- I was baptized at St Ignatius and have been actively involved as a young adult leader. 
I help with the children!s liturgy of the word, and also make video. My sibling reads 
and acts the gospel. All the ways to serve make me happy. I go to Catholic school and 
I like it. My teacher went on maternity leave and we had a big party; it was fun to 
celebrate together. One thing I want to see changes is that girls should be able to be 
priests. As it is today, it is a job that only boys can do, but girls should be able to do 
too. 

- I am a [grade school religion teacher], and I have encouraged my students to take the 
survey from the Archdiocese. I grew up in Ohio, with Catholic parents. My father 
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converted to Catholicism. Mom comes from a big Catholic family of 10 kids. My 
earliest memories are about visiting mom!s large family. Singing songs in the car is 
also a fond memory of how we spent time together as a family. I am happy that there 
was a Catholic survey to make feedback more accessible. I believe faith becomes 
stronger when it is challenged. Turning to God in times of trouble has been the most 
wonderful thing. The more I learn, the stronger my faith gets. I have the wonderful 
opportunity to work with children and it has revealed more chances to serve. Having 
to teach and answer questions on the Gospel has deepened my own faith. Being a 
part of the teaching community has revealed my own curiosity and the gifts present 
in all of us. I am so glad to be able to teach children on the Pope, Laudato Sí, climate 
change and all the things going on with the world. The latest thing has been 
regarding sharing the stories, like the creation story in the Old Testament. I am 
looking forward to having them learn more about the Synod process as well. 

- I was born into a Catholic household, and recall feeling a great comfort in the Church 
as a child—compared to my sibling!s experiences. I kept faith regularly until high 
school (public school). As an immigrant, I wanted to pursue the modern American 
Dream story. I felt lucky to have had many early life success. But in hindsight, I didn!t 
give thanks to God, as faith no longer was first, not even in the top 10. I had stopped 
attending church or having an active relationship with God. I had begun to prize my 
career, and thought of giving my family security. I got married and I seemed to have 
it all together. But there was hidden chaos in my heart. The marriage revealed that 
my spouse had deep childhood trauma. It brought a lot of pain and hardship over 
many years. Through prayer and counseling, I realized it wasn’t the fault of my 
spouse. I needed to take responsibility and to break the cycle of trauma, so as to 
redirect both our lives. I found the strength to make the choice to divorce, so as to 
allow for individual healing.  

- While on sabbatical, I had a spiritual experience in nature where God!s love was felt 
in a new way. Since moving to San Francisco, a few years ago, the spiritual journey 
has unexpectedly deepened. I have started going back to Church and attending mass 
again. I joined St Ignatius last year. The more I engage with Jesus, the more Jesus#!
direct presence is felt in my life. It is like a spiritual muscle. It’s humbling my mind to 
realize how my faith is transforming as I put God more in the center of my life. Now, 
what guides my day is knowing Jesus and sharing his love. 
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Group 23 

- There is an important need for the Church to believe women. Between the 
extremes/hot button issues of the abuse crisis and women!s ordination are other 
areas where women!s voices need to be heard. In creating space to listen, the church 
can create a more receptive/safe space for women to be our fullest selves. 

- In my experience, an overemphasis on certain issues has led men to anti-woman 
actions. For example, overemphasis on abortion/pro-life issues out of proportion to 
the seamless garment of life has led many men to draw uncharitable conclusions and 
pursue legislative goals that are not compassionate to women’s life circumstances. 
Another example is an overemphasis on chastity forcing sex interests into hiding and 
deep conflicts about one's value/worth. 

- These overemphases interact with patriarchal and machismo cultures and ways that 
men feel they need to "perform masculinity"/"show face" or in certain family 
dynamics, "make the family look good." This dynamic has created situations where a 
woman is not seen as a person but as a tool to fulfill certain external expectations or 
signal one's allegiance with a particular political dynamic.   

- I read with hope about work that campus and youth ministers are doing to create 
more inclusive/open spaces to discuss identities and interests that might not be 
"classically" or "conservatively" associated with being a "good Catholic." The 
compassion created in these spaces gives me hope that people can come to peace with 
themselves, and in so doing, more authentically pursue a relationship with God and 
be in right relationship with others. 

Group 24 

- Being a woman has shaped my encounter with the church. I am a cradle Catholic.   
Almost all of the people in  my biological and chosen family were/are Catholic.  
Growing up I took all this for granted and then when I was older I asked myself what 
do I want to be spiritually and my answer is the community. I think community is so 
important. I work at the University and it has offered so many opportunities to 
practice my spirituality – things like "Lent for busy people”.  Maybe there are ways of 
forming communities outside of the physical church as a way to keep people 
connected. The Jesuit commitment to social justice really resonates with me.  It has 
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pushed me away from the church when things are so obviously not just.  It bewilders 
me that woman can!t be priest.  My sister is so wise and spiritual and why can!t she 
be a priest?   It doesn!t make any sense to me.  I have a lot of friends who identify as 
LGBQ  and it angers me and seems un-Christian to not welcome them. I am child-free 
and Pope Francis said we are selfish if I love my pet. Frances - you!re not a parent 
either, your around a bunch of dudes, you don!t know why woman choose to remain 
child-free.  If there were more female perspectives then something so utterly absurd 
and silly would not have been said publicly.  That is what pushes me away.   

- I commute to attend St. Ignatius since 2016. I am a convert. I was very attracted to the 
Catholic faith because of the Jesuit ways and because of Pope Francis.  I am 
dissatisfied but I!m also satisfied. 

- This is what I want: men and women who are divorced are fully blessed allowed to 
take communion – no more shame; blessings on LGBQ relationships; Women 
Deacons; more openness to connecting with other faiths – interfaith community 
events.   

- I!m a little dissatisfied with our Bishop – seems like he doesn!t support evidenced 
based science – he needs more of big tent, more unity, do away with divisiveness. 

- I am a Cradle Catholic – grew up [the midwest] but I have been in CA since 1990. I 
have dabbled in a lot of churches but never felt connected with any one church. I!m 
single and everything was so family based – if you didn!t have a kid everyone 
ignored you. Pope Francis got me excited though. I like him and I like Jesuits – I feel 
so welcome in this church. I feel like I found a home. When I travel for work I try 
other churches but they are so disappointing. Why can!t more people be like the 
Jesuits? Be more like Jesus?  Anti-this  anti-that and reading the letter of the law – 
take it in context – that is something I am learning with the Jesuits. More Jesus like 
things in the church – welcome everyone - figure out what it take s to make people 
feel included. 

- I was raised Catholic – my father was a convert from Judiaism. He followed the law.  
My own experience has been one with the Eucharist – that has reached me so deeply 
and sustains me in a church that doesn!t meet my other needs.  It!s very hard for me 
as a well-educated women to keep going in the this church.  I have recently had a lot 
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of exposure to the contemplative path and I wish there was more of that.  I wish there 
was more flow with the best of the best of all these traditions. 

- I am unbelievably weary of a certain type of male voice in the church – there just isn!t 
a female voice.  A recent sermon on abortion was so incredibly dismissive of woman 
and made me want to leave the church. This lack of a woman!s voice is making me 
question staying. I really honor the sacraments and that lineage and I don!t take this 
lightly at all  – but I don!t want to perpetuate this. I!m really troubled by this. I!m 
finding myself in a hard place. 

- I really I don!t see Francis making any movement towards women and it!s like 
WHAT?  REALLY??  St. Agnes has figured out how to let woman do homilies but it!s 
bizarre what hoops they have to jump through to allow it -  just so it doesn!t look like 
they are violating any rules.  I just don!t#!know. 

- I wasn!t able to have children – the church has such an oppressive sense of the 
normative family being the center.  But look at the pews – it!s a lot of single women – 
include them! 

- St. Ignatius with Fr. Greg keeps me here but this is a bureaucratic institution locked 
up on a certain level. It $s all men perpetuating their own well-being and their own 
system.   

- The lineage of the mystics and their contemplative history is a gem – if woman saw 
how this has been silenced, they would be appalled – Peter pushed Mary Magdeline 
out. I wish there were more formats where our female voices could be validated and 
encouraged. 

- I grew up in the Philippines and church there is more reverential – you feel like 
everyone is worshipping together and singing together and it!s packed. During holy 
week you can feel everyone!s reverence for doing the stations of the cross. I really 
miss that – the tradition of going to 7 churches at midnight.  I miss the feeling of 
everyone worshipping together as a nation. 

- I!ve been coming to St. Ignatius since 1983. Fr. Greg is my second parish priest. I do 
enjoy coming to St. Ignatiua because the homilies are so good.  When I go to other 
churches I say “Why don!t you just buy a book and read their homilies.” 
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- The church is stuck on one issue and it!s very hard to get past that  - it!s very hard to 
find God these days.  That ideas of finding God in all things. USF keeps using cura 
personalis [“the care of the person”]– you can!t choose what!s good for you and what!s 
good for everyone else.  Stop using that word – you are not acting on it. I feel like 
reverence is missing – that kind of deep respect.   

- I enjoy stations of the cross, washing of the feet. I!ve had a love/hate relationship 
with the church – I left and I have come back. The one thing I!m worried about … I 
raised my daughter in the Catholic faith. Now she won!t go at all – can!t even get her 
to step into the church now.  This is not a church that embraces her as female and she 
will not for one second tolerate that.  When women are being empowered in so many 
other aspects of their lives, why would they choose a church that looks at them as less 
than? 

- I hope within our own church we can have some conversations with women – 
acknowledge our experience, I hope within our immediate parish there can be 
something we can do within our parish for women – you can start to feel isolated and 
alone but better to strengthen each other in the journey – some kind of forum for 
women here at our parish.   

- The church would rather die out then change – that is so sad. At the bare minimum 
make the language inclusive – stop referring to God as only male – what about the 
girls/women in the room who were abused by their fathers?  Why continue to use 
that language?  Let the 8 year old girls in the church hear about a God in their image 
– why wouldn!t we want that?   

- I am super surprised to hear a community of folks who share my deep care about 
this. I!m super sorrowful that these are such long running issues that have been 
ignored – there are so many women in the church and we stick around but it does not 
align with the values we hold. This conversation is making me realize that I didn!t 
know how deeply sad it makes me that woman are so silenced and denigrated. I have 
so much joy right now  in finding that there are people who think about this and who 
want to change this for the next generation of women in the church. 

- There is no reason why women are by denied ability to be deacons.  
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Group 25 

- I was in HS in 1961–native San Franciscan, educated by the Sisters of Mercy and the 
Jesuits. I volunteered at my parish at the HS and college level–I taught CCD and was 
in the Sodality. I went to USF and was active all through my early adulthood. I never 
married, and there is no place I found in the church for a single person. There was the 
Mothers#!Guild and the Fathers#!Club, but nothing for singles. Except for Lent, Easter, 
and Christmas, I stopped going to church regularly. When I went to University in the 
Northwest, there was a darker period for me. My mom was sick, I had job 
challenges. I spent time praying, asking what was I going to learn from all of 
this.  There was a renewed interest in my faith and in learning more. At my mother!s 
funeral, two people were there–a priest and a dear friend, and they brought me back 
to the church. I!m active in my local SF parish, but during the pandemic I started 
going to St. Ignatius virtually and participating in communion at Parker Avenue. I 
look for what community meets my needs intellectually and spiritually. I!m excited 
about this process, but there!s a thwarting. The promise of Vatican II hasn!t come to 
fruition—history takes time. I find great hope in Pope Francis. 

- I was born and raised in SF. Catholic grammar school, HS, college. I liked being 
Catholic because it felt like a sorority—I had friends that were similar in their values 
to me.  I went overseas when I got older and did volunteer work with the 
Missionaries of Charity and Maryknoll.  I!m not a regular churchgoer—I!ve probably 
committed a million mortal sins. I made up my own rules. I!ve been angry at the 
church for the past 28 years or so—so hypocritical, with the pedophilia scandal and 
all the sex scandals. I!m angry with Archbishop Cordileone, especially during the 
pandemic. Everyone in the wedding industry—all these photos of all these church 
weddings with so many people—as if they are above the law and the protocols. So 
much damage has been done to the Indigenous peoples in Canada, as well. The 
Catholic church took the indigenous people from their homes. I don!t understand this 
emphasis on being "American;” when I was growing up, people were Irish or Italian.  
Who was "American?” No one. The bishops need to atone for their sins. 

- I grew up in SF and went to a very conservative parish. Now I consider myself a 
cafeteria Catholic. I had a strict upbringing, Irish Catholic household. I was married 
22 years and my husband passed away about 10 years ago. He wasn!t born Catholic; 
he had converted after an English-speaking tour of St. Peter!s Basilica. I had to make 
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decisions about birth control, etc, after we were married. I was an EM at one of the 
churches in SF—it was a good experience but I didn!t like the response I got from a 
particular priest. I was disappointed in the offhanded way he treated me. I have a 
great affinity for the Blessed Mother. I lost both my sister and my brother within 
seven months of each other not too long ago, and I just ask "Why?” It tested my faith.  
I think I!d like to go back to Mass more and use it in my life. I do love the Jesuits very 
much. They are welcoming and open-minded, and they give me a lot of hope. 

- One of the things I find hard to be in communion with the local (meaning ADSF) 
church as an adult with a reasonably formed conscience, and the Archdiocese 
insistence on following rules. When I was growing up it was the Baltimore 
Catechism—this paternalistic attitude and hypocrisy—which still makes it hard for 
me to be in communion with the ordinary diocese. I resent being told what to do. 
There are some positives, but so many negatives. It makes it hard to see the 
Archbishop as my pastor. It is a feeling that has grown stronger over the past couple 
of years. I see the contrast between Francis and CST which Archbishop Cordelione 
seems to ignore in so many ways. In 2022, I see that women continue to be dismissed 
in the diocese: is that really what Jesus is telling us to do?  The gospel is harder to 
follow than a checkoff list.  I!m asking myself now, do I make a change in my parish? 
How do you fit in with a parish? I!m glad the Jesuits are doing this [the Synod].  I 
don!t think we!ll get that same chance locally.  My parish isn!t doing anything. 

- My mother was widowed when I was five and had to work, so our Mass attendance 
was spotty. Missing Mass in those days (Baltimore Catechism) was a mortal sin, so I 
was deathly afraid for her. I once asked the nun who taught our CCD class if my 
mother would go to hell for not going to Mass and the nun said, “Don!t worry, when 
you get to heaven you!ll be so happy with Jesus you won!t care who isn!t there.”  To 
say that to a child worried about her mother going to hell—how can you even say 
that?  We CCD kids were treated so much worse than the Catholic School kids 
anyway.  We had to sit on the sides of the auditorium, never in the center, and when 
the Catholic school kids were bad they had to sit with us. I!m a cafeteria Catholic—
that!s their ball—so I have to decide, do I want to play or do I not want to play? I!ve 
sort of floated around.  If I find a good place, I work and am engaged, but the 
disappointments are all these regulations and the institution itself.  I!ve always voted 
with my feet.  I!m grateful now to be with a good parish. 
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Group 26 

- I belong to another parish, but there seems to be no commitment to the synod, so I 
searched and found this group. Very grateful. Communion, participation, and 
mission really began for me with Vatican 2. I was in elementary school during V2 and 
prayed every day for the Pope and for the council. I was in 4th grade and felt part of a 
world movement beyond our family or national boundaries. As the council 
progressed, I found that although liturgy and the sacraments and moral living were 
important, something more was needed, something outside my particular family and 
friends. I got confirmed at 11, joined the Legion of Mary branch in my school with a 
teacher as the president, a local priest as the spiritual director, and seniors at my high 
school as officers. I never lost the sense that this one thing was needed, so spent 
career teaching in Catholic schools. I am retired now and volunteering with the 
church and I love what I do. I remain grateful to Vatican 2 for my sense of what it is 
to be Catholic.  

- Very briefly, I feel abandoned by the Church. The closing of the churches and the 
plight of the sick and dying during this time [of pandemic] continues to shock me. 
Historically the Church and humanity have endured 'dungeon, fire, and sword' and 
both priests and lay people have been severely punished for persisting in practice and 
in sacraments. These people were not foolish, they valued something beyond the here 
and now, and they had the freedom to make the choice of hiding a priest or not, of 
attending prescribed services or not. This time, the Church herself gave us no 
choice. I pray that should some dire circumstances again occur, our Churches will 
remain open and the priests who wish to provide the sacraments or liturgy be 
permitted to do so.  

- I am 81 years old, and was raised Catholic – Catholic schools, Holy Names College — 
during Vatican 2.  I was married in the church and felt a part of Catholicism, but then 
I lost my 3rd child—who what a full term baby, and just died. At that point, 
something changed – and I kept wondering: “Who is responsible – doctor, me, God?”At 
that point my faith took on a different dimension, all about looking for answers 

- I was in a great Vatican 2 parish in [northern city] and was fully involved. I did the 
Ignatian Spiritual Exercises, Marriage Encounter, and charismatic prayer groups. As 
my kids got older, I taught religion at [a Catholic High School]. I used to teach from 
St. Mary!s press books—a wonderful set of Vatican 2 press books. In most schools, 
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books have become much more conservative, which I find harder to support. My 
whole life has been in the Church – and the learning and experience has been very 
gratifying. I find happiness in my faith and all it has brought me. 

- I retired at 60, then I got very involved at [my current parish] where I helped form 
worship groups and dialogue between Hispanic and Anglo parishioners. Then the 
original pastor died and a conservative bishop arrived and suddenly everything was 
different. Now, nothing is happening in my parish. The bishop we have is not 
interested in Vatican 2, and those interested in Vatican 2 are dying off. Things look 
bleak. 

- I was 13 years at St Ignatius. I had been a professor before that, and being at St. 
Ignatius taught him why connecting and praying with people was important. I keep 
asking, “What do we want, what challenges us? Who are we and who we are called 
to be?” In working around funerals I considered how we deal with death. Funerals 
challenge us about questions about pastoral outreach: how to be with people and not 
just on the days of a funeral. I used to do a second liturgy a month after initial death 
with close friends – otherwise I don!t get into depth of mourning. It is about the 
recognition that people have lost someone who matters to them. 

- I like being able to gather with people over coffee and tea – learn who they are and 
what are they struggling with and what they want. I think how much I’ve learned 
from others in the parish – how to pray, and questions I should ask 

- Today I am one of 70 priests at [this retirement center] and I miss being in a parish. I 
always used to feel sorry for diocesan priests who don!t have community when they 
retire or sometimes even in their parish. I just think having community with 
parishioners and other priests is essential. 

- I worry about so few young people at our parish. How do we get younger people? 
Spirituality? This seems to me an issue that is stunning and important for every 
parish. Underscores what others have said. 

- I was in same parish as [other priest] growing up, although our paths didn!t cross. I 
was always captivated by church and continued to be throughout my life. But the 
numbers at church are not what they were 60 years ago. I remember packed churches 
when I was a child, and ushers squeezing people into pews. After church, we packed 
the sidewalks. People were there and our whole lives centered around church. Our 
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social groups were families in the parish, centered around our catholic school. I have 
no desire to go back to pre-VII. But I look at today!s church post-COVID and it is very 
empty. There were only 100 people at mass last week, with 1 man in his early teens, 
otherwise no one under 25. This is the experience of my own family. My nephews 
and nieces likely don!t participate in church things. What happened? 

- I look at the people and they—including my nieces and nephews—are very involved 
with people; they exhibit very Christian values in their care and concern for others. 
One is a nurse, another works at a Catholic school in admissions, another is a fireman 
and medic. They are living their Christian faith more explicitly—other than his 
"churchy stuff”. How do we gather those people together to pray? Young people 
gather and celebrate things. How does the mass truly become a celebration? 

- I work at [a Catholic High School] and we have prayer service once a month, with 
1500 young people and 200 adults in the gym. Everyone is quiet and respectful. There 
might be singing and dancing, and everything is done by students. It’s beautiful. The 
only thing that was missing from a full Eucharistic ministry was the consecration. 
Why can!t we get that same spirit at our liturgies? We!re locked into the same words 
all the time. There is a lack of freedom of expression. There should be guidelines, but 
these two things should be brought together, and I would love to see how they could 
be. 

- Several months into COVID – all the churches closed down and everything was done 
virtually. How many families gathered around the table and did some prayer? Was 
there bread and wine offered during "mass” by mom and dad in this unusual 
situation? How many even thought of doing it? Why didn’t I feel the freedom to be 
able to say why don!t we go out and do that? I don’t know. 

- I am a lifelong Catholic. I joined Dominican order, but then realized it wasn’t for me 
and left. I got married and became a founding member of [my prior parish] in [north 
Bay city]. Being in on the ground floor of starting a parish was the best experience of 
community ever. Then leader of the parish, Gary Timmons, turned out to be a 
pedophile. But God works through sinners, and somehow he brought many people to 
the Lord. There is no real community in my current parish. I have been a music 
minister my whole life, but there is no connection with the congregation in my 
current community. The parishes that flourish are those where you learn about each 
other on a personal level. I watch St. Ignatius every Sunday despite doing music 
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ministry at mass every Saturday at my home church. Community building helps 
people come to Jesus. 

- I was raised Catholic, and I did the sequence of faith formation all the way through 
confirmation. I did it because it was expected and because that!s what my peers did. 
Then I went to college at [midwest Jesuit University] and that!s where my faith 
flourished. It began the first weekend of college – I went to the Mass of the Holy 
Spirit and was awed that the church was standing room-only. I continued to go to 
mass each week with friends and my future wife. Friendships flourished due to this 
shared connection and shared dinner in the dining halls after mass. 

- On the other hand, I!ve also been saddened by what appears to be a falling away 
from the church over the past decade by people my age. Masses at [my college] are no 
longer standing room-only; they have to rope off the back pews to encourage people 
to sit near the front. Few friends are regular mass goers, and the only one who I can 
think of who goes to mass regularly is in Jesuit formation. 

- I feel that the magisterium in Rome is not in tune with the lived experience of the 
people on the ground. There is so much focus on the "culture wars”– abortion, gay 
marriage, etc. Those may have a place in Catholic teaching, but why are those where 
the dividing lines are drawn? There are so many sins that we all commit, why are 
those the most important? Why do some of our local and national bishops focus so 
much on deciding who can!t be Catholic because of what they!ve done or who they 
are, rather than focusing on reaching out to those who want to find God or need to 
find God in their lives? Fr. John Whitney said it well during a recent homily about 
some bishops clamoring for "a smaller church” rather than the true mission of the 
Church of bringing all in its fold. 

- Similar example: I read yesterday about an archdiocese in Arizona that publicly 
repudiated a parish priest, who, for the last few decades, had performed baptisms by 
saying "We baptize you in the name of the father, and of the son, and of the holy 
spirit” rather than "I baptize you…”. The priest was forced to resign and the 
archdiocese declared all the baptisms he had performed invalid. What a load of crap. 
The focus on words and rites certainly is important for the Catholic Church, but the 
spirit is the most important. And those leaders chose dogma over the spirit and 
intent. How many souls did they lose yesterday by announcing that? I wager it is 
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thousands or even tens of thousands. The leaders of our church too often do not 
model or reflect the intent of the Gospels. 

- These things are pushing people away from the church. 

- Laudato Si, the Pope's encyclical is a BIG Deal, but hardly any parishes are doing 
anything to respond including ours.This particular encyclical (Laudato Si) is telling 
everyone everywhere, Catholic or not, that we are in the middle of an existential crisis 
but that we can fix it. Tremendous climatic disruptions and extreme weather events, 
food and water shortages and things that cause death are going to accelerate and in 
action is not an option. What Pope Francis has told us in the document is that we 
must do everything we can to prevent great loss of life.  Laudato Si is the new “pro-
life" movement  or it should be. There are approximately 12 people who show up on a 
regular basis that pay attention to Laudato Si in our parish. Does that seem to make 
sense to you? We are facing the biggest threat to life.  The facts are in.  The science is 
clear. The leader of our church is clear in his message and yet we do not move 
quickly to message this widely? It has been seven years. Let's pay attention and start 
acting like a community who is brave and  ready to act on the solutions. 

Group 27 

- I considers myself to be a spiritual, not religious person. A cradle-Catholic from a 
large family, I feel excluded by my family because I am not a practicing Catholic. My 
best experiences in the Church stem from my early involvement in the JVC where I 
felt I was "truly living my faith.” Subsequent experiences involving priests caused me 
to feel "unworthy” because I was female. When the Church hierarchy shut down the 
Dignity Masses, many priests I knew were gay, so I decided to leave the Church. 

- The Church!s attitude toward women make my feel "disempowered” and "devalued”. 
These feelings cause me to hesitate to return to the Church. I believe that "the Church 
is the people, not an institution.” I feel drawn to St. Ignatius Parish because of the 
welcoming people I have encountered and a priest I admire for his compassion and 
kindness. 

- I was also a cradle Catholic and I went to Catholic schools K-16. I want to share a 
story which I has held for over 30 years: When she was expecting my son, I was 
confined to bed for 6 months by my doctor. I called the rectory many, many times to 
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see if I could get a priest to come to bring me the Eucharist. The parish was just down 
the street. Fortunately, my sister was an EM at another parish and brought me the 
Eucharist weekly. I also watched a tape of Mass weekly - the best I could do under 
the circumstances. The priest/pastor visited me only once in 6 months and  when I 
mentioned that my sister had been bringing me the Eucharist, he reacted strongly and 
negatively, asking what parish the sister was in. 

- Over the years I have served in many ministries in parishes, some with significant 
authority. I have attended retreats, served in liturgical roles, participated in Outreach 
ministries, Scripture groups, etc. I has appreciated the ability to work in/with the 
parish community. What kept me in are the ways I could be nurtured in my faith.  

- An encounter with a priest led me to leave the Church for 3-4 years when I gave an 
opinion in a ministry, which he abruptly dismissed. It felt like a door was slammed in 
my face. 

- It pains me to see a concelebrated Mass with no women at the altar. For me, the 
ordination (or lack of ordination) of women is an important issue. My work 
experience as a professional has caused me to believe that this is a significant issue. 

- I am another cradle Catholic, and I was estranged from the Church for nearly 10 years 
off and on. My challenging experiences in the Church include a sacramental 
Reconciliation after a long absence when the priest was shocked and angry that I had 
returned to the reception of the Eucharist but had not been sacramentally absolved. It 
was not a "Prodigal Son” welcome, but one of anger. I made me wonder.  

- My great gifts from the Church include the sacramental life, opportunities to serve in 
ministry, outreach, attend Scriptural studies, retreats, and serve as a sponsor in 
sacramental preparation welcoming both children and adults into the Church.  

- On one occasion, when the Church ramped up the ugliness about "the gays” as 
disordered, etc., the members of my parish hosted an evening panel of fellow-
parishioners who were affected by this stance in the Church: parishioners who were 
parents of gay adult and younger children, gay parents, gay adults, allies, etc. It was 
an event filled with tears, compassion, kindness. It changed people. It was the Church 
at its best. 
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- I am troubled by the way women are regarded in the Church. As a former employee 
in 2 parishes, I have worked with pastors who were dismissive of the female staff, 
female ministers and female parishioners/parents. I have worked with pastors who 
"ghosted” parishioners, particularly women. It is just not the Church it’s supposed to 
be. 

- I!m in my 40s, and only recently came to the US. I grew up in Poland, which is 
considered a Catholic country, influenced strongly by our Pope John Paul II. My 
family was religious, and I was attending religion classes in my local St. Antonio 
church in Gdansk since being a kid. Every Sunday we were attending the service. 
And the Church I grew up in seemed to be OK… but for some reason there was 
always something cold, distant, and unwelcoming in that Church. I didn!t know what 
it was. There was some distance between “sacrum" - the priest, altar, church as a 
building, and “profanum” - ordinary people. And it felt like we - the people - were the 
sinners, who didn!t deserve respect. At around 16, I started distancing myself from 
that Church. Although there was always something, some Spirit, that from time to 
time was brining me back. 

- Then, when I was in my 20s I lived in London for a couple of years. There for the first 
time I had experienced Church as a real community. And it was a great discovery for 
me. People meeting with the priests after the service, having coffee together, 
connecting, building real relations, taking care of each other. It was such a contrast to 
what I knew, that I didn!t even feel comfortable at the beginning. Suddenly I felt 
something valuable, authentic, warm - a communion. This experience, I believe 
helped me to understand the real meaning of Church. And this is how I feel when I 
come to St. Ignatius Parish, even to a bigger extend. The very first time I came to a 
Sunday service, I had received such a warm welcome. It was right after I had arrived 
in SF, being here alone. After the mass I met so many friendly people caring about 
me, interested in who I am, and why am I here. They really cared, and I had this great 
feeling of being a part of the Real Church again. It was really touching experience, 
and it continuous week after week. Even though I am alone here, I know that I have 
my Friends, my new "Family” in the Parish. This is a real treasure, and something 
uplifting me so much. I really appreciate it, and it helps me much to move forward 
with my life. 
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In Session Three, we hope to create specific recommendations for 
consideration by the Roman Synod, which meets in 2023.  

! Though this Synod, like our own, is advisory and not legislative (it advises the 
Pope, but has no authority to change Church law or practice), we want our 

voice to be part of its deliberations.  

! According to guidelines, we are limited to a document of about 3-4 pages.  

! All the other notes—from Sessions One & Two—will be included as 
appendices, sent to key people including the Archbishop, the Jesuit 

Provincial and the Superior General of the Society of Jesus. 

! In Session Three, then, we face the action question: 
When we present to God in prayer all we have heard and read over 

these two sessions, let us ask God the questions: “What is important to 
You? What are You asking of the Church”  

Then let us sit quietly and listen, noticing what emerges from the depth 
of our hearts. It is the fruit of this prayer that will be the subject of 

Session Three. 

! In Session Three, we will take some time for prayer, but we hope people will come 
having prayed over all that we have done around communion, participation, and 

mission, so that we might find points of consensus. 
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Appendix B: Prayerful Reflections on Experience 

Synod at St. Ignatius, Session Two 
Reflections on the Experiences of “communion, participation, & 
mission” in the Church 
Note: to retain anonymity, groups are not ordinarily identified and internal identifiers 
have been largely redacted; what follows are summaries of comments made in groups 
on both Thursday 24 February and Sunday 27 February, without distinction of date or 
group. (The numbers here are randomized.) 

The goal of Session Two is to identify the key themes and movements that emerged 
from people’s reading and praying over the stories of Session One. This redaction tries 
to accurately capture all the notes submitted by the various scribe, as they were given. 

If any Facilitators did not manage to submit their Session Two notes, or you don’t see 
them here, please send or resend them to John Whitney, SJ, as soon as possible at 
jwhitney@usfca.edu . These will be added to the current collection of notes. 

Please read through the following pages and the movement of the Spirit that is here 
represented. Although Facilitators were asked to come to a sense of the whole group 
and get the group to respond, if something crucial from your group is misrepresented 
or missing, please contact jwhitney@usfca.edu and amendment will be made. These 
themes and reflections will be used in Session Three to come up with specific proposals 
to send forward to the Roman Synod. 

Editor’s Preface 

Unlike Session One of the Synod at St. Ignatius, in which people were invited to share 
their experiences of communion, participation, and mission in the Church, Session Two 
aimed at reflection upon the stories offered. Consequently, the method of reporting 
was far more diverse. As you will see here, these reflections take many forms according 
to the dynamic of the various groups. One of the goals of the Synod is to hear the voice 
of the Spirit within each group, and that is what this diversity signifies. I very much 
hope that you will read all the reports provided, and see the spiritual riches within the 
heart of this community. 

To prepare for the final Session of the Synod, however, I offer in this Preface a summary 
of some of the principal themes that seem to be reached by these many differing paths. 

mailto:jwhitney@usfca.edu
mailto:jwhitney@usfca.edu
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Though not definitive, nor exhaustive, what follows is intended as an aid to reading the 
group notes that follow. Others may, likewise, discover important themes missed in this 
summary: 

Consolations (though not always found, these are things about the Church that kept 
people coming and loving the Church—nurtured communion, participation, and 
mission.) 

& The Sacramental Love of Jesus: In many ways, people noted their love for the 
Church and their feeling of the presence of God in the Sacraments and the 
community. The search—even in those who had left, or in the children so often 
missed—for a spiritual home is a deep desire, sometimes fulfilled and often missed. 

& People repeatedly spoke of their love of Jesus, and much of their sorrow 
arises from the ways in which this love becomes hard to realize because of 
structures that interfere. 

& Communal Life in a Parish: though stated in many ways, people found great 
consolation in parishes where community was primary, and welcome came in many 
ways. Some of the things noted:  

& When the care and welcome of persons is primary, the Parish becomes a place 
of great consolation. Mutual support and encouragement in faith is key. 

& Homilies and other opportunities that deal less with legalism and rules and 
engages life struggles and the tension of competing goods. 

& Places where all feel welcome, and there is an effort to include (“to see” as it 
was often noted) all groups—e.g. LGBTQ+, women, racial minorities, elderly 
people, youth—in the mission of the parish. 

& The Call to Service: many found consolation in the Church’s commitment to social 
justice, and felt strengthened in their faith when solidarity was at the center of life—
being like Jesus, more than following the rules perfectly. 

Desolations (those experiences that keep people from experiencing God’s grace in the 
Church, that thwart the sense of communion, participation, and mission). 

& Alienation of Large Groups of People from the Church and in the Church: the 
most consistent theme of all the groups was the desolation that comes from the 
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institutional Church’s tendency to push people away from the Church or to 
suppress their ministry from within. The overall characteristic of alienation has 
specific and distinct forms: 

& The Injustice Towards Women: named in every group is the theme of the 
injustice towards women on many fronts—from admission to the ordained 
life (i.e., deacons, priests, bishops), to the denial of power and voice in the 
community (i.e., even in non-sacramental roles, women’s voices and 
experiences are marginalized, as in the governance of the Church).  

& Also noted how the emphasis on women’s roles—in marriage and 
reproduction—without the inclusion of women’s experiences increases 
the injustice, and unites it to much cultural misogyny. 

& The emphasis on abortion as, seemingly, the only moral issue, was 
mentioned repeatedly as part of this misogyny. 

& The denial of ordination, and so the absence of women’s voices in 
liturgy, especially, is mentioned as both a sorrow for those who remain 
and a cause of many leaving the Church (itself a desolation). 

& The Marginalization of People of Color: another desolation comes from the 
avoidance of acknowledging racism and the patterns of disempowerment of 
black, indigenous, and other people of color. In this area, people mentioned 
not only obvious racism, but the many subtle ways that those who strive to be 
part of the Church are left in the shadows—their unique cultural and person 
experiences avoided in the dominant paradigm. 

& The Condemnation and Marginalization of LGBTQ+ People: second only to 
the mention of women, was the concern over the Church’s condemnation of 
LGBTQ+ persons. Seen as a great cause of disaffection and departure from 
the Church, especially by young people, the teaching that homosexuality is 
intrinsically disordered, and that, therefore, LGBTQ+ people are somehow “less 
than” is a repeated theme tied to desolation. 

& Divorced remarried persons: like LGBTQ+ people, the notion that divorced 
and remarried people are inherently less deserving of presence in the Church, 
as it is felt the hierarchy teaches, is a source of great desolation, and seems 
contrary to the experience of Jesus among many in the community. 
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& The Invisibility of the Elderly, Disabled, Young, Single, etc.: a number of 
other groups were also seen as “invisible” in the Church, especially in a 
Church which seems centered on traditional nuclear families. 

& The Absence of Our Children: a great desolation, often mentioned is the 
absence from Church of the children and siblings of those in the Synod. Not 
all of this comes because they are part of the groups mentioned, but because 
they find the Church irrelevant or even destructive due to the emphasis on 
rules and on who cannot be part of the Church.  

& Predominance of Rule-mentality over Spirit-mentality: the second most consistent 
theme, which comes in many forms, is the disaffection and desolation caused by a 
hierarchy (and others) who are perceived to emphasize rules at the expense of 
persons, and who are too quick to condemn rather than reconcile and heal.  

& Shepherds who do not smell of the sheep: just as there is consolation in the 
good pastors who are compassionate and welcoming, there is strong 
disaffection with those—especially bishops—who seem disconnected from 
the communities they are sent to serve. Specific examples were offered. 

& Legalism and Divisiveness in the Hierarchy: repeatedly mentioned was the 
way in which the emphasis on rules caused or enflamed the alienation of 
many from the Church. The teaching on homosexuality, on women’s roles in 
the Church, on sacramental hospitality to divorced and remarried Catholics 
(and others) were three of the key areas in which the law was seen to be a 
club used against people, not to aid them.  

& Clericalism: coming out directly and indirectly was the desolation that arises 
from clerics using their authority to close the door on discussion and on those 
in need of reconciliation. Issues on people’s hearts were often shut down. 

& This is why many appreciate the Synod, as the first time they have ever 
been asked to contribute their experiences and thoughts. 

& The Unreconciled Abuse Crisis: many mentioned, directly or indirectly, the 
failure of the hierarchy to truly engage in a process of reconciliation. The 
sense of brokenness and wound that continues to exist in the Church is a 
major source of the lack of authenticity perceived by young people and 
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others, and a major source of despair both for direct survivors and the many 
whose faith was wounded. 

As you will find in the group reports that that follows, there is much else both of 
consolation and desolation among those who participated in the Synod. At heart, 
however, it seems that the source of consolation is grounded in the hope of the Second 
Vatican Council: i.e., a Church that begins in the whole People of God, and where every 
person is part of this priestly people. And our desolation emerges from those structures 
and practices that thwart this action of the Spirit. 

Notes of the Reporting Groups  

Group 1 

- The sex abuse scandal uncovered other issues springing from unchecked clericalism 
in the greater Church including the way women, minorities, the marginalized, the 
LGBTQ populations, and the laity in general are treated. Church hierarchy and 
customs/traditions have created an insular caste system in opposition to the People 
of God. They use this system to control the people through threats, isolation and 
humiliation. 

- The sex scandal has not been adequately dealt with. There should be more 
transparency in the process including what measures are being taken for prevention 
of recurrences. This could require (more) public recrimination of proven perpetrators 
and those who colluded to keep the silence, public penance by the Church and 
restitution for the victims. 

- The way the Church has treated the LGBTQ community and those who love them is 
unconscionable and undermines who we believe we are to be as "Church” (unanimous 
in group). It is one of the chief reasons why people are leaving the Church. ("The 
Church seems to have problematic views regarding sexual identity, gender and 
sexuality, in general.”) 

- There is deep concern about so many Catholics leaving their faith coupled with the 
lack of vocations. The Church must re-examine the harsh policies on the LGBTQ 
community, divorced and remarried Catholics, the call to ministry and preaching of 
lay persons and women/married clergy.  
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- Clergy have used their position to support specific political views. Some have made 
public statements regarding refusal of sacraments to certain politicians for their 
political views.This is exploiting their role and should be sanctioned. 

- -Qualified women should be permitted to preach and be considered for ordination to 
the diaconate (at least). They should have all the rights and privileges afforded men 
in the Church. 

- -Many (non-Jesuit!) priests are not well-trained in Canon Law or the primacy of the 
individual, well-informed will. They often lack an understanding of what is/is not 
"required” for sacramental preparation/reception.This has tragic consequences for 
individuals. The role of sound liturgical practice can be high-jacked by unfounded 
thinking at odds with the Church proper. The priests need to be better trained! 

- -Many bishops seem increasingly divorced from their "flock”. They do not "smell like 
the sheep”. There are few chances in normal parish life for the priest to LISTEN to his 
people. There are none for the bishops. It is telling that his Synod is the first of its 
kind! (Two of the 6 members of our group attend SI remotely because they feel 
welcome, but also because their bishops are doing nothing in response to the Pope!s 
call for parishioner input.) There is not enough accountability in the system nor any 
way to register complaints. (Several mentioned that they have been told that they 
must return to in-person Mass or they will be committing a "mortal sin”. This, 
apparently, regardless of health/access issues.) 

- -The Catholic Social Teaching principle of the "seamless garment” seems to include 
only the highly politicized abortion issue for the US bishops. We need more work on 
racism, euthanasia, immigration, capital punishment, war, etc. (Several mentioned 
that the disclosure that the archbishop of SF is "anti-vaccine” is an example of a 
public stance that is political in nature and potentially harmful to his constituents.)  

- -Empowerment of the laity is a critical issue. This requires a dramatic re-thinking of 
the roles of the ordained priesthood - those in parish life as well as in diocesan 
"palaces”. We are all called to serve. Empowering the People of God will help create a 
balance of power sorely needed in the Church today. 
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Group 2 

- Number of groups who feel unwelcome and excluded in the Catholic Church is 
surprising, especially LGBTQ+ and their parents.  Other such groups include: 

! Young women who do not want to be in a Church that is male dominated and 
controlled, 

! Divorced and remarried, especially when they feel that the second marriage is the 
"real” marriage, and 

! Sexually abused. 

- A more open and more welcoming Catholic Church is needed, less guided by rules. 

- Catholic Church has been "putting on the brakes” since Vatican II, thereby pushing the 
faithful away. 

- Women should have a stronger role. 

- Being "community” inside and outside the physical building is where we find 
"Church.”  Community inspires people to become more involved. 

- "Church trying to tell us more than what they know,” when the Church becomes political 
and pressures us to accept that which we believe is outside the teachings of the 
Church. 

- Beyond the discussion of themes, two of the four in this group (not counting the 
facilitator) were drop-ins from other non-local parishes. Both pointedly remarked that 
they had chosen St. Ignatius during the pandemic because the parish distinguished 
itself through its generous welcome of outsiders and a generally friendly attitude. 

- Moreover, the whole Jesuit demeanor of being non-judgmental and offering excellent 
homilies has held them.  They were effusive in their high marks for the Jesuits and 
the SI Parish.  
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Group 3 

- Joys: St Ignatius is fitting place for many. Appreciation to Jesuits for making 
difference Happy that we can find a place where we feel belonged to (St Ignatius 
Parish) 

- Growth in hope because of the change happening in the Church. Pope Francis and his 
way of living gives us hope in the growth of the Church 

- Online liturgy provided an option for the laity to choose a befitting church 

- The Wounds That Need Healing: Feeling of exclusion/ not welcomed experienced 
by women, LGBTQ  

- Church, delaying and taking indefinite time in responding to the concerns of the laity 

- Unavailability of priests to listen to the flock 

- Dissatisfaction over the dichotomy between the church of laws/rules and church of 
integrity; between Jesus#!way and Church!s way 

- Dichotomy between preaching and living (homilies). Homilies should be effective.  

- There seems to be a lack of courage to see with the eyes of Jesus. Church is not above 
Jesus and his kingdom. 

- Need for proper communication between the church leaders and the laity. 

- Need for a caring and healing church. What we need is a clinic which attends to 
immediate ailments instead of one caught up in  lengthy procedures. We need a 
caring and healing church 

- Among Church leaders there is a lack of appreciation for the diversity of the 
congregation—a marginalization of Women, LGBTQ, Young, Old, Black, white, 
brown, disabled people. 

- There is a lack of passion in celebrating and participating in the sacraments. 
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Group 4 

- Anger 

- Patience 

- Tolerance 

- Disappointment/Disapproval 

- Some hope 

- "Cradle Catholics” and "Converts” – different paths but same seeking 

- The community has an ache to belong and to be affirmed, (said in a variety of ways) 
a deep desire for real community and the opportunity to serve. A desire to be active 
in social justice and other needs. The primary thing is the deep ache and the 
frustration over being excluded. 

- The heartache of people, especially the parents with LGBTQ children: the Church has 
caused a division in these families; a wedge driven by the Church’s teachings—but 
more than just how the Church talks about LGBT people and life, but what it does to 
both the LGBT and those who love them. It breaks their hearts.   

! Shocked at Putin!s recent reference to "unnatural” kinds of people (i.e., gays) and 
chilled to think that the Church is aligned with this very antiquated view of human 
nature. 

! One member with an Evangelical background, who was actually a Presbyterian 
minister (woman) for 40 years, notes that she understands the people!s feelings 
against LGBTQ,: they!re afraid of "offending” God. But there needs to be a deeper 
dive into and a grappling with Scripture to help people see these modern issues 
differently. She has hopes that Pope Francis can lead the Church in talking about 
this with more thoughtfulness. 

- What I came away with, and was struck by, in the comments was how people equate 
their relationship with God as equal to their relationships with people, and trying to 
find God in other people. Apparently they think it should be the same thing, [and are 
disappointed when it!s not]. Comments like "This one priest told me.....” and "I didn!t 
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feel welcome” –then lead people to reject God. Perhaps they want a community, but 
according to their own definition, they!re all from other places—so it!s harder to put 
together a $community#!of disparate people. 

- I find the church is oftentimes actually a reflection of society instead of a vanguard 
for changing. What we see in the Church is us / our society, with the same 
differences and dynamics. [note: all agreed this is a major idea and very very 
interesting.]  

! In not recognizing or not accepting/understanding the gay community or divorced 
persons, what happens is the church in effect denies the opportunity to these 
people to deeply explore their own spirituality, and their faith in relation to God 
and service to society.  

- Our mission of service is integral to who we are. This is a sin against the spirit.   

- We have a challenge in one certain area: how to accommodate private devotion with 
communal prayer. Some people have problems with "old” devotions like novenas, 
rosaries, etc., but people who are engaged in those rituals feel left out, considered 
"archaic”.  

! How can we best work with these dynamics so EVERYONE has a place in the 
church community (like monasteries, whose monks and nuns do "nothing” but pray 
all day—they enlarge and enlighten the world with their prayers—
“Contemplatives in Action”).  

- The Church is being called, in this last century, with the Catholic Worker movement, 
and Focolari movement—they have broken down the barriers to Love – it must be 
offered to everyone, the brotherhood of all.  All of humanity is not primed for a truly 
spiritual resurrection. 

- Reaching out to young people is crucial.  

- Catholic Parents whose children do not go to church are sad and can!t figure out 
"what they did wrong”—there must be a way to bring their children back to the church. 
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! A study that interviewed Vietnam War POW!s coming home – the "older men” who 
had been in WWII, and raised religious, had a stronger survival response 
compared to younger men raised without a regular religious influence. 

! Grown children find the church irrelevant—until they have kids of their own, then 
they head back (often). 

! Teenagers really don!t like church, don!t want to be there, don!t get it. They would 
be more interested in getting involved in social issues than attending Mass. 

- Change and Progress in the Church.  

- Church is moving glacially towards things that other churches had done already; but 
it is difficult work, takes time and patience. Attitudes toward women, gays, divorced, 
other "sinners”.  

- The sense that there should be no exclusion from the altar: As Pope Francis said, "the 
Eucharist is not a reward for good behavior.” 

- The Church has a great opportunity right now to be an example to other world 
powers on how to acknowledge one!s "corporate sin”—how to process it—and 
acknowledge the need for forgiveness—lay out an atonement procedure. To be an 
example of how its own spiritual strength manages sin and change. 

- The Church is not an agent of change in itself (vis-à-vis the secular world); it lives in 
the Present Moment—and we in our present moment become the agents for change 
under the auspices of a Church truly dedicated to love and compassion; people must 
feel free and be supported in order to move, to act on behalf of our mission. 

! Life is found in tidal pools, where everything is constantly changing.  

- Education and Deep Study:  

- We need to go deeply into Scripture to help stop and heal the schisms caused by the 
inexcusable treatment and exile of LGBTQ persons, divorced persons, and women in 
general. 
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- Saying the Rosary, like other traditional practices, is something that needs to be 
taught with love and reverence; it serves the same purpose as the stained glass 
windows in churches in old times when the people were illiterate—the stories were 
told in the pictures, just as the entire story of Jesus and His Mother is told through the 
rosary. 

- How does the Magisterium work? How does the Church make dogma? Right now it!s 
a complete black box, mysterious and unknowable.  

- For many developing nations, the Church offers an opportunity for education, 
growth, a way out of poverty and a dim future—the church is growing in places like 
that, as $sociologically#!it is more than just a faith—it!s a way to grow and improve 
one!s life.  

Group 5 

- Theme One: Exclusion & Inclusion 

- Some are excluded from the Church.  The Church is seen as similar to a corporate 
organization with its rules and regulations.  In this model, everything is clean and 
tidy, and if someone does not measure up in that model, they are excluded. We want 
to experience church as a community, a place of welcome and hospitality. 

- Life is a journey and peoples#!life experiences can be messy, not neat and tidy.  Some 
find there is no place for them in the church if they are divorced and remarried or 
remarried without an annulment.  If they are LGBTQ or have same-sex partners, they 
also don!t belong. These and other matters like them concern sexuality. These 
examples do not fit into current church categories for approval. Yet they are part of 
the life journey of many good people. There is a need for more understanding of 
human sexuality  

- Here is an example of the kind of thing that needs to happen.  The chaplain at a 
mortuary said that a person could not be buried in the Catholic part of the cemetery 
because the person had committed suicide. The person was then buried on the fenced 
off Protestant side of the cemetery.  After the chaplain left, the staff moved the fences 
so that the person was now included on the Catholic side. 

- Theme 2: Models of God that are not Based on Gospel but Rules 
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- Where is God?  Who is God for us?  God meets people where they are, not where the 
model says they should be.  We need to find and hear about God in the Gospels, in 
spiritual direction, in discernment about decisions to be made.  The single- issue 
focus on abortion by some in the church is like hearing a record over and over again, 
drowning out the calls of Jesus in other situations that call for attention.  

- Theme 3: The Loss of Our Children from the Church 

- Where are the children?  The young people?  Members of one generation grew up in a 
"Cultural Catholicism” context, Like an Irish Catholic neighborhood where all went 
to church and Catholic schools and Father knew best.  Many of today!s children do 
not experience a Catholic culture like that.  Their world is more diverse and secular, 
and they turn away if they do not experience a welcoming community in the church, 
one that helps them find God in their own very different life experience. 

Group 6 

- Main themes: 

- Women's role in the Church. 

- Marginalized people having no voice nor acceptance in the Church. 

- The complete failure of the hierarchy of the Church to respond to its members, with 
the exception of Pope Francis. 

! There is distinct dissatisfaction with our current archbishop, who seem particularly 
unresponsive. 

- Yet, at the same time, people still experience their connection to God through the 
Church 

Group 7 

- Too caught up in rubrics, and specific issues when there is a desire or hunger for 
relationship and categories of spirituality; How can our bishops be so out-of-touch? 
St. Ignatius is teaching the Gospel; and the hierarchical church is teaching rules and 
rubrics. 
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- Many people "like me”—“Cradle Catholics,” Catholic-educated, and very active in the 
Church often times take a break from the Church and then return. It!s hard to define 
exactly what it is that broke many people away from the Church—things like the 
stance on birth control and contraception, for me—but I came back out of an 
obligation to my children.  

- In a time when I needed comfort and consolation, I didn!t find that comfort in my 
home parish, and eventually found Mercy Center. When I first when to communion, 
my EM was my old physics teacher, who called me by name. But stronger than that, I 
was consoled by the presence of women in the liturgy. I saw myself reflected in these 
women, and felt welcomed in my identity, in a home of women. "I feel so badly now, 
having read through the document, that so many have the same wound, and I am afraid that 
there is no reconciling.” 

- The three themes that stuck out for me were: women, young people, and LGBTQA+. 
I stayed away from the church for many years because of the women’s issue. I was 
just so discouraged by that, and the lack of movement in a direction for women.  

- The other thing that was so painful was to read about young people, and the parents 
whose children no longer go to church or have any interest. "How much pain these 
parents must have.” And so many of these young adults are leaving because of the 
LGBTQA and women!s inequality issues.  

- I do think, or hope, and pray, that if women were fully recognized in the church, as 
well as gay and lesbian people, young people would be more inclined to stay 
involved. In my mind, these issues are really related. When I was young—I!m a 
“cradle Catholic,” too—I went home from school and asked my mother "Mom, why does 
God love boys more than girls.” When a child sees no one but a man behind the altar, 
what does that teach us about God!s love? So when these young adults look around 
and see other traditions with open arms toward all people, they!re going to be 
inclined in that direction. I think when young people feel judged, they don!t feel 
loved. That!s what upsets me about the church: it doesn!t come across as open and 
loving. My mother said "don!t worry, the church will be different when you!re my age.” 

- What struck me, was that underneath the pain and frustration, there is this deep 
desire to connect: to God, to one another. To live Holy Lives with the Church. There 
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is this compromise, that in the midst of feeling as though the institution is failing, 
their hearts aren!t failing them.  

- This touched me… people still have a desire for God, community and connection 
and the sacraments is still… so present. It!s such a tense place, that I!m not sure how 
to reconcile right now. That could lead the way… my heart, my connection to the 
sacraments… the "underneath” that pulled me toward the Church, feels as if it has 
reach a breaking point.  

- It’s the institution. And I work in eduction, so I see so many institutions all around 
us that are failing. But the people, and their desire, and their will, it!s so curious. I see 
people continuing to show up and that desire is earnest. Whatever that means… just 
the whole notion of God has to bust open.  

- People are having deep God experiences. And that experience is so raw. But I am also 
so troubled by the women!s issue… the compromise has been so painful. And yet, my 
love of the sacraments has become so tense. And we are in a position in which there is 
a relationship of they, where other people outside of us are making decisions for us. 

- Nobody can take God away from me. My niece has a daughter and a son, a young 
woman. And she has decided not to raise her children in the church. But I!m it. Could 
we take back our church? 

- In reading it, I hear several categories of people: those who are already parishioners, 
and St. Ignatius "converts” but the pages are filled with people who have been 
thinking about these issues really carefully for years. I have always felt though, like 
the church is "there,” and I!m working out my salvation. I told my mom at a young 
age that I didn!t care for confession, and she said "keep that to yourself.” I have released 
that sense of obligation and guilt. For example, the many people who shared their 
stories about a break, or breaking point.  

- A constant theme was also our current leadership. In this community, can we look at 
these barriers and do better? Can we move beyond these archaic rules? And toward 
love and charity and kindness and inclusiveness. But that is hard - especially those of 
us who have been trained or indoctrinated - there was only one way. But we have all 
lived lives that are more complicated than these rules. 
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- The division we feel politically is also felt in the church. I don!t know what the 
answer is but I feel a great sadness. That we aren!t listening to Jesus. What can we do 
except support one another.  

- For me, it!s just so much easier to have a relationship with God than to have a 
relationship with the church.  

- Young people are leaving the tradition, but there is a hunger for a spiritual identity.  

Group 8 

- "Wound” Themes Identified by our group: 

! How poorly the church treats people who are LGBTQ+ and puts up walls that seek 
to prevent them from participating in the church. 

! Lots of responses were from people who had felt excluded or not welcomed by the 
church. A deep sense of pain here. 

! Many responses talked about grappling with what belonging to the church means 
to them when that same institution does harm to the people they care about. 

! Parishioners feel that women have been excluded from the church and the church 
looks down on them. 

! Some spoke of injustices affecting certain groups that the church has failed to 
condemn. 

! Parishioners are not happy with the archbishop and the leadership of the church. 

! Young people are no longer involved in the church, and there is a sense of loss 
from many parishioners that their sons and daughters, nieces and nephews do not 
participate. 

- "Joy” Themes identified by our group: 

! The community that people feel when engaging with the church – there is power 
and connection when they share with each other. 
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! Despite criticisms of the church hierarchy, people still find peace and joy in things 
like Adoration - why they hang on through the other criticisms they might have. 

! People have hope for the church and what it could be, as evidenced by why they!re 
so willing to share the wounds the church as caused them. 

! People are drawn to St. Ignatius specifically because of the pastors and homilies 
tend to meet people where they!re at – they are non-judgmental. There is a true 
message of love and forgiveness here. 

! Livestream for COVID was a joy and allowed people to participate in new ways. 

! Lucky to have a bold, passionate, like-minded parish. We can be a model for other 
parishes, and we can use that momentum in a more positive manner to share who 
we are. 

- How can we get kids involved in Synod process? 

- How can we use the information we!ve collected to improve what we!re doing at St. 
Ignatius, not just on the whole church level? 

- What spiritual practices or habits do fellow parishioners do that has helped them to 
become closer to God? 

Group 9 

- The one phrase that struck out to me: the church would rather die out than change. 
That is so sad. At least make the language inclusive. The church is on a sinking ship. 
They are at the captain!s table and we are trying to decide if we should go into life 
boats. The theme of women and treatment of LGBTQIA+ folks being marginalized 
and mistreated. 

- I started jotting down topics and scoring which things came up. Women!s role in the 
church definitely won out as highest. Then LGBTQ and 
hospitality/training/education were number two. Then marriage and divorce and 
how we address that, and remarriage in the church; how do we address the past 
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sexual abuses in the church. All those three came out with same numbers. That!s a 
pretty good start, if we make some changes. 

- I was pleased and struck by the emphasis on social justice and how important it is to 
people. That was very heartening. The role of women in the Church is a concern. 
The idea of relationships, our view of the church is based on relationships that 
emanate from the church, whether that!s a church person who reached out, or who 
condemned us. Relationships as key.   

- I was disappointed that what I said last time got reported from a particular 
viewpoint; I had tried to convey that I saw my engagement with the church with its 
up and downs. When I!m engaged in a good Catholic community, I give a great deal 
and get so much more than I give. I came away feeling good about the drive and 
commitment of the people who want something more from the church and will work 
to make that happen. 

- The issue of the treatment of women and LGBTQIA+ people was often cited.  
Additionally, the nones and the age of the population participating in the liturgical 
life of the church was something of a theme. 

- I!d like to talk about the survey [from AB Cordelione].  It took me five times to 
complete it. I went to the Boston website to see their survey. I!m annoyed. They asked 
about actual issues. Additionally, you could decline to answer about gender or 
ethnicity, etc.  Whereas SF, there were, for example, two options only for gender. 

- The role of women in the church. There should be an expanded role of women in the 
Church.  If we are going to have a Synod, what are the questions that they are 
answering? Why not have a woman pope at some point?  There could be a whole 
path forward, a plan for something like this developed at this Synod. 

- Is there a gender difference that females could not consecrate a host. Let!s craft a 
question for the Synod about at what point women could be ordained. We could look 
at the Celts, e.g.. We can look at history for means to do this study. We are not 
generating a priesthood and populating that. We are participating in more than just 
Mass on Sundays. We want a higher level of participation in the various aspects of 
the church.  We need to address that and the plan that we come up with. Are there 
intermediate steps we can take to apply and go a bit beyond the norm. 
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- We didn!t know the ages of folks participating when we signed up.  Two of the three 
of my children will never come back to the church. I understand when there is a hoax 
that is dark and disturbing, that people will not be a part of the church. I have niece 
and nephew who are practicing Catholicism which looks so extreme. I need to 
identify myself as somewhat of an outsider, but I!m really from a different part of the 
country. 

- My kids likewise won’t come to Church. They would be embarrassed by some of the 
views that the church is putting forth. 

- It is sad to think of the future of the church. We (the people in our small group here) 
are not going to be here forever, and we are not going to be able to be as active as we 
are now. 

- My youngest goes to a church that has gone back to the time prior to Vat II.  So, we 
end of with this strange vein of a throw-back Catholicism.  Is this a question to have 
investigated? 

Group 10 

- People care about the Church; some feel the Church has left them. Feeling torn 
between Church teachings and what our discernment tells us is real.  Hurtful when 
people come to worship, as a sanctuary, to build community, to be in fellowship and 
the Church undermines that feeling by emphasizing regulations/ being too 
rigid.  Making them feel excluded, but comfort in ritual persists.   

! There!s tentative optimism that the Church will listen. Many have been hurt by the 
Church and are still showing up with hope. Belief and hope in the Pope, and 
disappointed in our Archbishop.  Also, a contrast between the Church and the 
Jesuits/ our parish, with St. Ignatius seen as welcoming and accepting.   

! Specific efforts to create community (e.g. Home for Dinner) and be of 
service.  Gratitude and joy for St. Ignatius vs the structural Church, the 
hierarchy.  Communion in community, in contrast to the hypocrisy of the 
hierarchy. 



 

20  Appendix B 

! Spirit is moving in the participants, the sincerity and candor, sharing their 
stories.  Lack of anger, kindness, simplicity of faith is striking.  Groundbreaking 
work to start the conversation.  Grassroot effort, to "own the Church” and not a top-
down process.   

- Hoping for a greater acceptance of all people (specifically women, LGBT, divorced 
people), inclusivity into the Church.  Accepting the brokenness of us, the people of 
the Church.  Invitation to participate. Need to find ways for us as individuals to be 
more welcoming, build community, and provide healing and hope to each other.  

- Concern for those who aren!t here, specifically young adults, others who are turned 
off by the Church.  There!s a connection to the loss of youth participation and the 
reputation of the Church for being inflexible.  How do we change to make the Church 
welcoming to those who have left? 

Group 11 

- I noticed the expression of a lot of anger. And it made me think:  "Where is my anger?  
What do I do with the things that upset me?”  

! I used to sing in the choir at St. Agnes and I would watch the people come into 
mass.  There would be local people, but also people from all over.  And I would ask 
myself, "Why are these people coming here?  What are they wanting from the Church?  
What am I wanting from the Church?” 

! Right now, I am worried about how the Jews are being treated, including the 
recent attacks on synagogues.  I feel as if I need to to something about this.  This 
activity is like the canary in the coal mine.  And I hear nothing from the Church 
about it. 

- I found that a lot of people seem to be happy at St. Ignatius Parish, particularly in 
comparison to my parish in [norther county].  St. Ignatius has several priests and an 
active staff, while my parish has only one priest. 

- Of the themes I noticed in the stories, two stood out:  First, women are not included.  
Second, members of the LGBTQ community are excluded and LGBTQ youth, in 
particular, are being ignored.  The Church does not welcome them. 
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! A positive theme is that people are happy to be involved in St. Ignatius Parish 
because of the Jesuits.  They are progressive, they don!t necessarily rubber stamp 
the messages from the Vatican, they are not reluctant to express differences with 
the hierarchy, including the US Catholic Bishops. 

! The US Catholic Bishops seem to have one issue, which is abortion, and they 
ignore other issues that are important to the people, such as the environment and 
capital punishment.  The bishops are seen as being aligned with Donald Trump. 

- Another theme is that people want to follow their own consciences while the 
bishops seem to be obsessed with following the rules. 

- Another theme that arose repeatedly was a distinct unhappiness with the way the 
Church handled, and continues to handle, the sex abuse scandal.   

- Another theme was the alienation felt by divorced Catholics who have been made 
unwelcome.  

- Also, there is a sense of a failure of leadership by the hierarchy. 

- Two larger themes that seem to be common to all of these themes are, first, a strong 
feeling of alienation from the hierarchy.   

- Second, there was a strong sense among the stories that people are trying really 
hard to be part of the Church, part of a community and the bishops seem 
determined to erect obstacles to that participation, in ways that are sometimes 
mean and cruel.  It seems to me that these people are following a call from the Holy 
Spirit to be a part of the Church, so when the bishops block the people!s participation, 
they are also interfering with the work of the Holy Spirit. 

- The most disturbing stories were the ones where people told about the things priests 
had said to them. It is scandalous how harsh the priests can be. Who do they think 
they are? The people are rejecting the image of God that is being portrayed to them 
by these priests.  I feel a deep sadness and grief that people are looking for God, and 
then you see what they have been told by priests. 

- The number of people who are participating in the Synod process, even though 
they are alienated by the Church, and some have even left the Church, is touching.  
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It illustrates what Jesus says in scripture:  My sheep will hear my voice. The people 
are hearing the shepherd!s voice and are saying, "No one can turn us away.”  It is 
very moving that people would be so cruelly rejected and yet stay. 

- The institution that is supposed to be attentive to the Holy Spirit seems to ignore 
the Spirit.  It is evil and wrong to say gay people aren!t good enough. 

- I am not as hopeful as others that the Synod will make a difference. It seems a 
political decision was made to assign very conservative bishops to the various 
dioceses in Northern California. These bishops have emphasized the rules and the 
liturgy; this will go on for years.  It is not clear that the Synod will help.  We will need 
to find spirituality on our own in small groups. 

- I meet with a group every Monday evening to discuss the readings for the following 
Sunday.  It is a helpful way to learn about scripture and about the faith and adds to 
my experience of St. Ignatius Parish to belong to this group. 

- Will there be a Synod meeting at the Vatican?  Will any lay people be invited? Any 
press?  The Catholic Church tends to operate in secret. This is bad.  The Episcopal 
Church is far more transparent in their processes.  As a result, the people feel 
ownership in the institution.  There is no ownership with the Catholic Church. 

- It is helpful to look at other professions, such as the medical profession. They have 
made great strides in recent decades in integrating women. Similar changes could be 
made in the Church. Lay people could become more involved. 

- It was heartening to see in the stories that even though the participants were all 
coming from different experiences, we also have a lot in common. On the positive 
side, many people find joy in their personal relationships with others in the 
Church, and it is clear that many are also happy to find a home at St. Ignatius Parish 
with the Jesuits. 

- On the negative side, many stories showed that people share similar complaints 
about the Church. Participating in this Synod process has caused me to realize that I 
prefer to ignore certain rules and behaviors in the Church that I would not tolerate in 
any other institution in which I was a member. I am forced to consider whether 
tolerating the intolerable is doing some kind of damage to my soul. 
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- We should distill a list of themes.  Both the negative themes and how we address 
them and the positive themes that need to be encouraged and broadened. 

- [A group discussion produced the following]: Positive Themes: 

- People from all over find joy at St. Ignatius Parish. 

! The Jesuit priests are highly educated, progressive and give great homilies. 

! People stay in the Church because they find Jesus here, they are nourished here. 

- Negative Themes: 

- There is a rift between the people of the Church and the hierarchy. 

! The hierarchy is out of touch, judgmental and lacking humility. 

! Clericalism is a serious problem in the Church. 

! The hierarchy does not listen to the people. 

! The hierarchy ignores the experiences of the people, particularly women, the 
LGBTQ community and divorced Catholics. 

Group 12 

- These stories elicited many joys: rootedness, family, cradle Catholicism, growing up 
in the Church, the role of ethnicity in faith, all of these provoked a lot of joy. We 
have our small church and our larger church as larger family. At the same time, in all 
families, there is a level of dysfunctions. Wounds that came up are a sense of 
disconnect from the Magisterium to the lived lives of Catholics. 

! People who are queer, divorced – stories between the lived lives of people and 
what the Church teaches.  

! On other aspects, the Church challenges us to look out for our fellow human 
beings.  
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- The Spirit is trying to tell us to use our imagination to rethink Church and teachings 
in ways that addresses the lived needs/wants/experiences of people. I also struggle, 
I have my own faults and sins and so I recognize that I come with a lot of humility. I 
am not here to point but also recognize my own limitations in how I spread the 
Gospel with my life, and sometimes fail to live up to the follower of Christ.  

- I feel the Church keeps me grateful and on the critical path because life is only so 
finite and sometimes we want to divert from the main highway. The Church has 
always pulled me back to the main highway in all the things that I have to do in life, 
and so I am very grateful for that. I am grateful that the Church has prepared me, told 
me ahead of time what to expect in life, and how to handle these things, to be on the 
right side of time space and matter. It is good to have a compass, and so that is a joy a 
compass that programs us how to think well, how to make decisions, how to put 
together our values so that we can help other people. The Church gives me clarity.  

- This is the first I have engaged in this process, and did read several pages of this. I 
was surprised how frank the comments were. In reading this, I could see the sheer 
honesty in which people brought to the conversation. I find this very refreshing, and 
don!t find this in many meetings that I am part of.  

- This raised lots of issues people have with the Church and it makes it clear why so 
many people are not going to church, and why there is cynicism around issues 
around LGBT+, how the Archbishop is not in line with science for COVID, role of 
women in the Church.  

! The wounds show us that the Spirit is trying to tell us, like Francis knew this 
needed to be done, to look at the Church in today!s world. I wonder if he has some 
of the same struggles.  

! In reading this, I realize what the young generation/next generation of families, 
grandchildren, children are not there – it is the same adults that are older. In 
coming to St. Ignatius there is more of a diversity of age in the Parish compared to 
my previous parish. The parish is very welcoming; not all parishes are offering this 
synodal process.  

- I thought maybe I was just in a group where people spoke honestly, and then it was 
over and over and over the same groups said the same thing. I was edified in that so 
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many people were able to express their praise and their hurt and frustrations with the 
Church. I was also saddened by what I read because it was consistent.  

! I see tremendous praise for Pope Francis, for his sense of mercy and justice, 
commitment to justice and the environment. There was a lot of praise both for St. 
Ignatius and St. John of God for the quality of the priests, and the quality of the 
preaching especially during the pandemic, especially as parishes kept people 
connected.  

! People found a tremendous source of grace. Lots of praise for online liturgy, 
scripture study groups, prayer groups. These are all positive graces echoed over 
and over again. I saw that people love the emphasis on social justice especially in 
Jesuit parishes. 

- There is a lot of woundedness about women!s places in the Church: why women 
cannot be more active, why not to be deacons and preach because women are such a 
big part of the Church; people feel they are not integrated into the Church.  

- There is a lot of anger about LGBTQ inclusion: a number of parents talked about 
having gay children and being very hurt that their Children are not welcomed. 

- Additionally, woundedness around divorce and remarriage – the annulment process 
is cumbersome, and in some cases, it was not possible to contact the first spouse 
without opening more problems.  

- The US bishops are preaching too much politics => almost as if Donald Trump is 
Jesus Christ and we don!t need Jesus anymore. People are bothered that the bishops 
are trying to exclude so many people from the Eucharist and have made abortion the 
most important issue - this seems totally out of balance.  

- In Fr. Paul!s homily and generally with Jesuits there is an emphasis on the mercy and 
love of God. That is not what people are hearing from a lot of the hierarchy which 
is instead very judgmental negative (e.g. you must do this or you are excluded). This 
a disciplinary approach rather than a loving approach.   

- I read lots of woundedness around LGBTQ issues (20+ examples), and lots of 
tensions about women!s role of the Church. This produced in me a reaction that 
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many people love their faith AND they see the institution is falling short because 
it is focused on rules and not people.  

! I think Jesus comes in conflict with such people – we see in the Gospels with the 
Scribes and Pharisees, for example, not seeing the beauty of healing but instead 
that it happened on a Sabbath. The Gospel calls us to inclusion and we need to 
rethink our outdated categories and ideas, and ask if we want to be with Jesus or 
the Pharisees.  

- The Church as a compass has always been as an Irish person but I cannot support 
much of the current Church Structure. That is why I was really surprised to see the 
honesty.  

! For me, it is challenging that young people are not staying with the Church. We 
are all here because the Church has offered us a spirituality and yet it is 
inaccessible to young people given the Church structure. This for me in lies the 
conflict. 

! Additionally, the political rhetoric that the Church has taken on really to the 
exclusion we could have/should have had, and this has limited the growth in the 
Church. It is unfortunate that many do not see that.  

- Another big issue that came up during the last election is how the Bishops sided 
with the Republican politics whereas in the past they were better about saying the 
fullness of Catholicism is not encapsulated by a party.  

- Also  I feel AB Cordileone has been very hurtful to me as a gay man, and the 
insistence on the primacy of abortion above all moral issues.  

! It is hard for me to pray for the Archbishop and I have to say to God this. I read his 
document on the abortion primacy – he seemed to be saying that Biden, Pelosi, and 
ANYONE who voted for abortion is excommunicated. This is not Church teaching. 

! I also was stunned when he volunteered that he had not been vaccinated – 
everyone assumed he would have been vaccinated and he wasn!t and this is just 
shocking. This is so unjust. This gives me and makes me very angry, and I don!t 
like to go to mass and be very angry, but this happens sometimes due to AB 
Cordileone.  
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- As a health care provider, to see the politicization of things during this pandemic 
has been disheartening; it says a lot about where we are as a society and where our 
spirituality should be taking us and is not. We need to get back to a spiritual 
grounding and depart ourselves from the political. I mean this is a Church, and as 
bishops. I wonder if we came back to our teachings of Jesus, I think this would center 
us and help us grow as a Church. This is my hope that this will happen through this 
process Pope Francis is calling us to, and that is the hope I have in the process.  

- It makes me wonder about the spirituality of Jesus, as seen in Luke 4 and throughout 
the Gospels. What if we focused on the poor, marginalized, would that increase our 
credibility? 

! I would love to see empty convents, rectories to lease them to the city for the 
homeless – let!s be part of the solution, even if temporary while more affordable 
housing was being built. I remember when the AIDS crisis first hit SFO – the other 
hospital that jumped in to start an AIDS ward with first class care was ST. Mary!s 
Hospital, the Mercy Sisters.  

! The Catholic Church – the people of the church, the ministers – responded 
beautifully to the AIDS crisis, and I Would like to see us the Catholic Church on the 
lead on our contemporary situation, just like in 1950s Jesuits integrated sports team 
right here at USF.   

- When I was in grammar school in the morning, we found out that our Associate 
Priest was in mourning because the elder priest had died. That really stuck me with 
all these years: this priest who was otherwise joyful was in mourning. The reason this 
stuck with me is that I think the Church prepares us to have right attitudes and 
prepares us for mourning– the times that we have to be sad, react to bad things 
happening and even if that is caused by the Church itself, so I think there is some 
mourning going on, the fear that the Church is going to disappear the way we know 
it, that it can!t respond to everybody!s needs in enough time; the Church itself is an 
endangered species.  

- I agree; anytime I have grief, the Church has been a foundation for me. At the same 
time, I am grieving for the Church because I am afraid that it will disappear. I teach 
young people and they are not connected to the Church. This grieves me.  
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- What really grieves me is that for these last 50 years this Church has fallen 20 stories 
because there was a time when the Church was on prime time via Fulton Sheen. 
Today the Church is peripheral; it is sad that an institution that was so prominent on 
a pedestal would fall these 20 stories.  

- The Church used to embrace technology. The gift of online liturgy for people to 
watch it delayed or not be able attend – this is a tremendous gift that we should 
embrace, and instead the Church is insisting people come back to Church due to 
"holy obligation.”  

- At the time, Sheen used the media to preach the Gospel. We need to embrace new 
modes of communications like social media. James Martin, for example, has 
Facebook/Instagram – how do we adapt to the new circumstances in terms of 
preaching the good news.  

- Jesuits were on the frontiers of science, for example, naming lunar craters. How do 
we remember Jesuits as part of modern science, technology, (e.g. Jesuits started 
Vatican Observatory). The Church was there at different points of history – how do 
we help people remember this as people have forgotten this? How do we return to 
doing cutting edge things? How do we become or remain relevant today?  

- Despite the failings of the authority of the institutional Church, we can have our 
spiritual center here and that says something, that is profound, and that has to 
continue to grow and hopefully this process will be a strong beginning. 

- The Church  taught me, and pointed out for me proper relationships to authority. I 
think of people who talk like Pontius Pilate and others like Nazis who want people to 
denounce their religious and cultural beliefs. I remember when people tried to talk us 
out of our faith. It is call to remember the type of authority that is speaking to us. The 
Church in the olden days was something that is given to us that we want to hold 
onto, but people today do not think it is precious and want to surrender our beliefs to 
another authority. We cannot surrender our faith to other people. Maybe Pope 
Francis wanted the Synod so we would speak up for what we believe our faith to be. 

Group 13 

- I!m a parishioner, with a degree in nursing. I was at [another parish], but I prefer St 
Ignatius Parish. 
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- I used to attend noon mass at Saint Ignatius, though I!m a member of Saint Agnes. I 
love the Jesuits. I always felt very accepted at Saint Ignatius. I see the Jesuits as a 
global group. I am a eucharistic minister at Saint Agnes. 

- I attended the first session of the Synod. I saw it as a personal chance to reflect on my 
own faith. I found it very valuable. There is a big division between the church!s 
stances versus a person's acceptance on issues such as LGBT, abortion, women 
leadership, the archbishop, and the archbishop's refusal to get vaccinated. I don't 
agree with all of those stances. I value attending mass.  

- I'm really concerned about young people. I have two stepsons with 12 years of 
Catholic education. Their behaviors represent Catholic Jesuit ways, helping others, 
the poor. They do not attend mass. I'm not sure of the value to them of being part of 
the community. 

- I enjoyed the testimonials of the previous Session of the Synod. Listening to the 
stories of a group of parents who have children who are gay, was painful. One had 
left the church, felt she could not go back to the church. Another parishioner was 
concerned her son might not feel welcome. I would feel comfortable welcoming those 
people. Greeting them in a positive way. I have heard people murmuring that 
someone is gay. For older parishioners it was a concern that others were gay.  

- Divorce was a common theme. My wife's parents were divorced, and left the church 
because of that. Eventually they came back to the church but that was not very 
satisfying.  

- I was married and don!t have any children. I don't have any gay children. At Saint 
Agnes my greatest friend is gay. I don't think about gayness. It's tying me down, 
thinking about the bigger things in life. COVID is a time of resurrection. It's a time of 
learning. If we close out learning, why have we had COVID? We don't know, but it's 
a question we all have to ask. I am still growing. And we all need to keep growing. 

- I enjoyed showing up to the first session; an honor to hear stories and what keeps 
people coming back; gives me strength 

- So many with kids who are not attending church. The separation between what 
we!re talking about and what I see church is and how my kids perceive the church; 
if we don!t pay attention to what they need, won!t have a church in a generation 
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- Divorced Catholics: the strict rules people feel they have to conform to. I can stay 
because I can distance self: Just rules made by humans but there needs to be more 
compassion for how things really are in people!s lives: 

! Abortion: it!s more complex than the conversation allows. The Church needs to be 
compassionate and supportive. The church needs to care for the lives of people, 
who are just trying to live.  

! Reading the stories made me feel very sad and mad – people being pushed out of 
church who could be getting lots of consolation and help 

- There is a richness the church has to offer that many people don’t have access to 
because they feel pushed out by those in authority and the rules that seem more 
important.  

! The pain about divorce and remarriage.  

! Gay people not feeling welcome.  

! The pain of parents, who have done everything right, and their children want 
nothing to do with the church. I am struck by people feeling like this.  

- The Synod sessions are a good experience of church. This connection and sense of 
community.  

! Struck by the hurt the church has visited on people. People who are gathering here. 
They want to belong to the church, and have great hopes for the church. Maybe 
we are stubborn. Those hopes we have are getting fed, although it may be a 
starvation diet. We have hope.  

- How is the church hospitable? Welcoming? There is a desire by people who have 
been hurt, can they experience enough of what we have experienced here. We know 
the church can do that. There is a lot of holy desire that people are having in this. It's 
not easy, but it is simple. It's hospitality. People want to belong. We want to be a 
church where people feel like they belong. 
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! I think it is up to each of us to allow that to happen. We have to meet that a-ha 
moment. We have to pray to the Holy Spirit. So we can be aware and respond as 
we are called to it. 

- I feel disappointed in the church. There are so many missed opportunities. We are the 
church. It is not a democracy. I can't vote for the Archbishop, the Pope. Also I feel a 
loss of power. But I still have my faith and am a strong believer in God. 

- I feel it, a sense of community. Divorce is not an ugly word. The fact that our kids are 
not following directly into the church is not a new thing. A lot of this these concerns 
are echoes of the past. I feel a lot of connection to people testimonies. 

- I feel sad. There are a lot of missed opportunities. The church has a lot to offer us, 
to deal with things like the war in Ukraine, the climate crisis, personal stuff. I feel a 
little bit of hope.  

! We still have our faith, even though we don't have the power. I feel the sense of 
community. There is a longing for community. I'm very excited about what we're 
learning here, and what we were doing with Home for Dinner. There is sadness 
and hope. 

- I think a lot of people we heard do not want to belong to the church because it does 
not align with our values. People want community, but not if it does not reflect our 
values. I feel powerless, except to participate in this. As it gets sent up, I don't feel 
we'll really be heard. 

- We have to let go of our fears. I tell myself "Let go, let God." I'm pretty shy in a way. 
We have this new thing in church. Somebody new, we haven't seen before. We go up 
to them and say hello. I saw a man in the pew. I went to him, he had never been to St. 
Agnus. When I went up to him, it was such a release to him, to be able to talk to 
someone. We need to use the common sense that the Lord God has given us. Use 
that quiet little prayer "Please God help me.” I was a nurse, and someone wouldn't get 
the IV in and I knew it would be my turn next. As I went up to do it, I said "Please God 
help me.” If you really have trust, everything works out for good.  

- Community, that's what the church brings. Sometimes I wish our kids could sense 
that. There are so many good people in the world. I've told my son, find good people. 
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They don't have to be like you. But kind. Sometimes I think they are losing that, and 
it's sad.  

! We talk about abortion not being black and white. That's personal. I don't like 
the fact that the church tries to tell me how to feel about that. If you take it away, 
you don't learn from that experience. Amy and I had an experience of that. A 
young woman came to us. She was pregnant.  Her parents wanted her to get an 
abortion.. She did not necessarily know who the father was. She did not know what 
she wanted to do.  We did not say "Abortion is bad.”  WE let her think and feel.   

! The church could do things.The church could open their hearts and their 
pocketbooks. Telling these young people you have a choice instead of making it 
a black and white issue.  She decided to have the baby. We were able to help her. 

- Addressing what was said, will this make a difference? So many diocese like our own 
are not doing much. We don't have any agency in the archdiocese, but we can as 
they say, "Think globally, act locally.”. I am taking this very seriously. I hope it will give 
direction to how we move forward. Could we do this every year? 

- Ask parents whose kids have fallen away and listen to them. Ask what it would 
take to get them back. What would make us attractive? If they said they didn't like 
the lack of women leadership, we couldn't change that at St. Ignatius. 

- Some things are being done. Bringing women into the church might rejuvenate it. 
And bring people who are not in it.  

! I wonder how much it is cultural? The idea "I am spiritual, not religious.”? There has 
to be a commitment to others.  

- We feel the need to bring in our children, and make Church important to them. I 
think it goes both ways, born Catholic and converted. They are going to bring people 
in. The young people they will bring others in. It's amazing, the influence they can 
have on each other.  

! My son went to a Catholic High School, he got the full experience. It was after high 
school that he fell away. He has a lot of friends, who had experiences with their 
parents, and they left the church. 
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! My children fell away, they may never come back. Something happens. People 
come into the church, say "I haven't been here in a year.”or "years”. But something 
happens. They come back and say "It feels so good to be here.” 

- Themes from the Group:  

! Disappointment in the church’s missing of so many opportunities to welcome 
people back into the community. 

! The need for hierarchy, but balanced with a realization that we are the Church. 

- It is not a democracy, but there is a loss of power. 

- Yet, even without power, we still have faith 

! The importance of this sense of community that comes with the Church. 

- We are living similar experiences: e.g., children not following into church, 
divorce no longer a dirty word, etc. 

! Hope comes, but individuals need to show up to welcome others, being around 
others who remind us of how we want to show up in world.  

- I need to keep turning to the light to be the person I want to be, or I will spiral to 
despair 

- I don!t want to be bullied out of my church, but I want to make room for anyone who 
wants to show up 

- Conflicted to belong to the church when the church is missing out on all the 
goodness that gay people can bring to the community. 

Group 14 

- Joys: 

! There is an intense love of our faith; intense/positive experience keeps people 
holding on; tenacity; persisting in hope in the face of challenges 
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! Needs that get met through St. Ignatius participation: 

- Connection 

- Community 

- Liturgy 

- Love & acceptance 

- Virtual liturgy mentioned specifically  

- Challenges: 

! The boundaries of inclusion/exclusion; feelings of being unwanted/unwelcome: 

- LGBT persons; 

- Divorced persons; 

- Women; 

- Those who struggle with mental health, including those who commit suicide and 
may be deprived of burial; 

- Single women and men, without a family connection; 

! The continuing effects of sex abuse, and the response. 

- We went into a detailed discussion of how these challenges affect not just the person 
with the identity/experience described above, but also how that desolation/pain 
spreads ripples/affects everyone in their lives. One specific example mentioned: 
parental guilt imposed by children feeling distanced from the church.   

- We went into a detailed discussion of how these challenges interfere with 
Millennial/Gen Z connection to the faith, how these generations have life 
experiences and pressures that are different than that of prior generations 

- We went into a detailed discussion of some pastoral things that can more effectively 
help meet/enhance the connection to St. Ignatius and enrich the participants' lives: 
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! Parishioners attending virtually take some time to get connected to supplemental 
materials. Mass and email bulletin announcements not always getting 
through/feeding their needs (e.g., Adult Faith Formation series stood out as one 
they would like to know about) 

! What's working: OWLS and Breaking Open the Word were mentioned as 
enriching experiences they value 

! This group desires formality in the liturgy, hopes the former format at pre-
pandemic 11am Mass will be offered again 

! Desire to hear more about the lives of the saints in homilies, honoring feast days 
mentioned by more than one participant 

! Desire from virtual participants to know more about what's happening with social 
justice activities - ways to get connected? 

! Comment about technical glitches with the livestream (lighting levels) 

Group 15 

- What jumped out at me reading the notes from session 1 was community, 
community, community: 

! The number of people who talked about the gay and lesbian community being so 
excluded. That jumped out at me because it seemed so glaring in so many ways. 

- Several things jumped out – but the whole thing of pain and suffering  

! Pain and suffering around the child abuse crisis. 

! Pain and suffering around the emphasis on abortion to the exclusion of all other 
moral issues. 

! Pain and suffering around divorced Catholics. 

! Pain and suffering around the exclusion of LGBQ. 
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- Really loved the image of the fence being moved out to include all these people who 
have been rejected and hurt. 

- One of the themes that jumped out at me was parents who were trying to raise their 
kids in the tradition and their kids don!t want anything to do with religion.  I am 
another disappointed parent in this same boat. 

! I have a lot of sympathy for my children – if I were 30 or 40 years old would I 
choose this communion?  Probably not. 

! I have two beautiful children and neither attend mass. One is gay. Neither feels 
comfortable in the Catholic church and that saddens me so incredibly much. 

- So sad to be so far behind in our understanding and acceptance of gay and lesbian 
people. 

- It was heartening to hear the stories of people who are part of a parish that really was 
welcoming to them. 

- There are just too many issues in which the church feels out of step - from climate to 
women!s issues. 

- My son is happy to help us help people – but he won!t attend mass. 

- Can we stop hurting people – that!s what I care about – nobody brought up the 
theological issues – they are not talking about those kinds of issues. They are talking 
about being excluded and hurt – that they can!t be part of this club.   

! I can imagine women priests, married priests – then we could focus on  the really 
big issues of the day. 

- Where is the spirit leading us – the themes are so common – we recognize the issues 
so clearly – there must be something in that.   

- Many common themes -  

! Give women greater equity in the power structure;  
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! Stop talking about abortion- an institution that enabled child abuse as much as it 
did religious worship should not be advocating for more unwanted children who 
are easier to prey on;  

! Stop guilting women for having abortions; open the tent and accept all. 

- It doesn!t seem complicated at all -  it seems so obvious.  What we need to do is 
so obvious. 

- In the stories there were so many different encounters with priests – some were so 
hurt, raped by their priest as children – and some had such healing wonderful 
experiences.  How can I be so understood and so accepted at St. Ignatius and 
another priest somewhere else be so rejecting? 

! So moving that Fr. Greg baptized the child of the gay couple. How powerful it can 
be to create inclusion. 

! Pope Francis offers hope that we can move in a better direction. I know he has to 
move slowly. 

! The Pope going to the Russian embassy – what a wonderful gesture,  when we all 
need to be praying and fasting on the Ukranian people – that he would have the 
imagination  to do that – I was so moved by that. 

- Division of the Church: We might become two separate churches – one grounded in 
Social Justice and the other hung up on the past, patriarchy, rules. 

- How powerfully drawn people are despite the hurt.  The sense that there is so much 
richness,  

! For example, social justice messaging, wanting something beyond my small sphere 
beyond my self-interested circle – something beyond me that is our core.  Without 
that it wouldn!t resonate.  If it wasn!t about caring for others, what would be the 
point? 

- My son spent years working on a PhD and the academic world is very hostile to 
religion. You have to hide that you are religious in the same way LGBQ people had 
to hide that they are gay.  Our culture is toxic to religious faith.   
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! My progressive friends "allow” me to be religious. I agree with them about the 
things that are wrong. I don!t argue with them about it. 

! Everything that is divisive is exploding in the media. What are we supposed to do 
as Catholics?  As Christians we need to be together on this.   

- In my home parish the priest mentioned the Ukrainian issues and it was the first time 
in years that they had mentioned social justice issues.  That!s bad and sad. 

- Where you see the most misogyny around the world you also see the most anti-
LGBQ. 

- How many people are victims of structural violence around the world. For me the 
spirit is leading to not accepting any of that.  

! Like Paul Farmer – so many took it for granted that people are going to die in poor 
countries and he said no I don!t take that for granted and he found all these 
solutions.   

! I think the church should be like that – we should be the leader in showing the 
world how to be better. 

! That is what religion has to offer – caring for others beyond your own self-
satisfaction and consumerism.  Our church offers people what is really important 
in life.  But we can!t do that if we are hurting people. 

! The message of the good news is that we are supposed to care about the stranger, 
love one another. 

! Maybe the role of church is to foster being for others.  There is a lot of goodness in 
the world.  The spirit is moving in the culture as well as the church and that 
inspires me. 

- I have been so inspired by the Russian people who are protesting the invasion 
and they are risking so much persecution.  Is the sprit guiding me to  protest 
more – to speak out against all this misinformation. Take my cue from those 
incredibly brave Russian people. 
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- We need to fight back against the religious conservatives within Catholicism. The 
ones who are attacking the Pope.  We need to be more active in this. 

! The US Catholic Bishops are so conservative – it!s so discouraging.  Is that the 
church?  When kids are at a march and they don!t see anything that represents the 
catholic church, you can understand why they are so disaffected by religion.   

! I understand why it!s hard to be religious when you see so much evil. They aren!t 
crazy.  

- But I was struck by the people who have such a strong desire for something, they 
want to the connection with God and with each other. 

- When you look at the good the church does – Catholic Charities and Catholic Relief 
Services, they are extraordinary in what they are accomplishing. 

! Can we just claim the good parts and reject the bad parts.   

! The day Biden took office and the Pope sent such a wonderful and encouraging 
message and our Bishop sent admonishment.  

! But what kept me from finding another church – is all the good at St. Ignatius, my 
community here and I!m not going to abandon that.   

! I have no problem being a cafeteria Catholic – I take what I want and what works 
for me. But my responsibility is to make the church stop hurting people. I feel 
responsible to use the synod to voice these concerns.   

- I recently read a book by Francis Collins – head of national health – an evangelical.  
There seems to be a strain in evangelical with a strong animus of anti-intellectuals.  
People who are not religious tend to tar us with the same brush even though we run 
great educational institutions – we are not an anti-intellectual church.  How could 
we better market ourselves that we are not anti-intellectual. 

! Ayn Rand, a strident atheist and William Buckley and devout catholic and her first 
words were – you are too intelligent to believe in God.  We are being tarred with 
the same brush as the willfully ignorant.  We need to address this.   
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! How can we better marry science with our faith and use it to do the right thing.   

Group 16 

- I am just grateful that someone from the Church is asking my opinion on something. 
It is the first time in 76 years. 

- I am reflecting on wounds, especially the church not being welcome to the LGBT 
Community.  

- I am reflecting on the sadness of people!s children not being in church or coming to 
church. Not having an experience of sharing their life of faith in a place like St. 
Ignatius.  

- The Holy Spirit is saying to us Open doors:  

! How are we opening doors to the LGBT community;  

! To new possibilities of women being ordained, of women in leadership roles; 

! Opening doors to the divorced;  

! How are we developing new positions on how to make people feel included and 
welcome?   

- Women make up a majority of the church . . . Including women in decisions is 
crucial.  

- I didn!t come her just to complain complain. Here are positives:  

! At Mercy Burlingame I feel welcome.   

! Here at St. Ignatius I feel welcome.  

! The Holy Spirit is telling me to be more inclusive and to make people feel 
welcome.  

- My daughter is coming home for Easter and she told me she wants to go to Mass.  
That is an incredible feeling for me. I want to bring her to a place that makes sense for 
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her and for me. People like her are hungry for ways to find out how to be better 
people. The church can offer that, but not always. That is what we have to foster.  
People are hungry for a spiritual connection, open to guidance, but guidance that is 
real, that makes sense and that is not over bearing.  

! When people are away from their families, how is the church helping to give them 
the support of a family.   

- In terms of the bishops, I have a big struggle honoring the office and some of the 
people in those offices. I honor the office, and I see the importance of the role of a 
bishop. But this bishop is so out of touch with what is important I feel sometimes. 

! He has forgotten what it means to be assigned to a parish.  

! The other thing I struggle with is that getting rid of someone I don!t agree with is 
not the answer.  This is the way that our nation thinks with red and blue . .  if you 
don!t agree with me you have to go . . this is awkward if it applies to the church. 

! We are many parts, but at the same time how do you address that which is unjust? 
How do we not alienate people. This saddens me.   

- The joy comes when people like me from Mercy Burlingame feel welcomed in a 
community. 

- The sadness is those groups who do not welcome.  

- I must say that I have enormous HOPE because Francis was elected. . . Somebody 
elected him . . There is hope that Francis was elected and that we are here to 
experience that. This is the Holy Spirit.  

- I have sadness in the thought that the children of Catholics are not getting involved. 
They see hope in Francis yes.  

! It is like siblings that are estranged. .  we love each other but we have trouble 
finding our connection.   

! Francis calls us to love . . . you are still a family . . . How do we encourage young 
people to see and understand this.  
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- Nobody should be excluded from accessing Jesus. Jesus is inclusive . .  he sat down 
with Judas, Jesus included him in love at the table.  

- Young people find religious practice irrelevant. Some people find God in nature . .  I 
am puzzled to think about what would bring people who think like this back to the 
Catholic Church.  

- For me inclusion harkens back to what it was like to go to Church with your 
family. You look around you and you have some connection to everyone.  Whoever 
we are, we are all here together. That!s why we come here, to see and experience God 
in one another. 

! Ignatius talked about that how we help one another to discern what is important to 
you. People help you do that. This is where God is. It is helpful for us to be a 
discerning community, and to find God in all things.  

! After 9/11, we got together. We found God in one another and we had the church 
and one another to fall back on. There was God.  

- Just because our children are not going to church does not make them bad people. 
They are practicing and living their spirituality. How can the church help them to 
realize that and INVITE them to share that with us? 

- I was away from the church for 30 years. I had a good life. I did not need anything. I 
had all I wanted. But, one day I went to church and I was flooded with this feeling 
that I am home. I didn!t know that I was missing something until I did, and it was in 
the Church that I felt whole, because I was welcomed to discern that here.  

- Young people often face emptiness. People are searching for something that has 
meaning. How are we creating opportunities for grace?  

! This is the counterpoint to what an Archbishop might say or do that is not 
inclusive. This is what our priests at Saint Ignatius say at mass. Their call to us to 
be Holy. This attracts young people.  

- I have given up trying to change the hierarchy, how do I do this in my pod of things.  

- I backed away from the church because of women!s issues.  
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- I came back to the church when I was looking for consolation, and I found it.  

! I wasn!t against the church, I just wasn!t engaged.  Then I was offered consolation, 
this is what engaged me, and invited me to do the same.  

- [Another member of the group] shared his struggle trying to discern how to deal with 
people who call schedule a Baptism when they don!t go to church anywhere. How do 
you encourage them to do so?  

- One comment was how we should appreciate the rules, yes; and only then do we 
bend them. Rules express meaning, so how do we teach about that meaning? 

- Another comment was do you need to be in the family to come to dinner? It is when 
they come to dinner that we can have a conversation.   

Group 17 

- Consolation: is an experience of accompaniment:  

! "Someone else has similar feelings to mine. These are Catholics who are dealing with reality.  
They have their feet on the ground. "  

! "We!re giving hope to one another.” 

- Frustration:  Especially about the disconnection of local church leadership.  

! "How we are to follow the bishops when they don!t follow the Pope?”  

! Disturbed that our local archbishop is prolife but won!t get vaccinated. "That!s not 
prolife.”     

! Also, upset that he is asking for money and then spending too much on Catholic 
San Francisco, "a glossy publication, Catholic San Francisco, which is not read.” 

- Pain from all those excluded from the church:  

! Divorced people; 
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! Those who are LGBTQ; 

! Women.   

! Some quotes: "Jesus came to call sinners.” "We!re all part of the family of Jesus.” 
"Exclusion has led to broken families.” 

- Grateful for the Jesuits and the "Jesuit Way” and for St. Ignatius Parish as a 
welcoming, inspiring, and inclusive community. 

- Agreed that the church needs to do much more to serve the underserved, to reach 
those on the margins. 

Group 18 

- The main theme that I saw was hospitality. 

- Bureaucratic division: Struck by the need to remember that bureaucracies exist for 
themselves, and their own expansion; which helps me to understand my own 
ugliness. 

! Splitting oneself off from the ugliness by bearing down on the Holy Spirit and 
grace in the Church—but going into a separation mentality wasn’t healthy. 

! RCIA helped me to connect, and to overlook some of the craziness. 

- Heartbreaking to read many of the experiences: 

! There is a strong love of God and the Church; 

! Not of the human-centered rules that are not part of God. 

- Alienation:  

! Want to belong, want to be part of Mass and prayers, but rules enforced against 
people—gays, women, etc—is heartbreaking. 

! I want the Church to recognize differences. 
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! Love God and show charity and compassion. 

- Repeated themes in the readings from Session One: 

! Saw the goodness of the gospel, that we should not reign-in the work of the Holy 
Spirit. 

- Who cares if someone is gay, or female, or divorced and remarried, if they are 
manifesting the Holy Spirit? 

- Hospitality and Volunteering are key. 

- What hits me were all the stories about people who felt excluded as a person left in 
the shadows, ignored or avoided: 

! People of color, or others who are faithful but left in the shadows. 

! People who don’t remember your name, it feels because you don’t count. 

- Clericalism: Pope Francis seems aware of what is needed by ordinary people, but 
there seem to be a lot of people who just like rules. 

! We need to speak up to priests, even in this parish. Not hold them as above us. 

! We need to see the humanity of priests. 

- St. Ignatius has been so welcoming, which is great. 

! “Good Shepherd” who knows his flock and he knows them. 

! It can be hard to go to the pastor and say we don’t like this or that—and that hangs 
on, even in good parishes. 

- We are dealing with a hierarchy that cares more about rules than about people. They 
want things neat and controlled. 

! St. Ignatius is good because it is messy and complicated. No easy answers. 
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- There is a bias against the disabled, that makes us invisible—not so much 
discrimination, but just a distancing. 

! It has been wonderful to help and grow, a way of connecting, until you get too old 
to do it and then it is like you disappear. 

! Old buildings, with infrastructure that doesn’t help with disabilities is part of it. 

- There is also the invisibility of old people, and especially old women. Not just in 
the Church but in society as a whole. 

! Almost got run over by a young person just outside the church, who just did not 
see me. 

! Even fighting back, still remain invisible. 

- Many forms of invisibility: 

! Women 

! Children  

! Minorities 

! But one thing, and one reason why the Synod is significant is that the people who 
are “invisible”—the people who lack power are often the people most open to 
change.  

- This is not about blame—it just is. And we need to find how to grow through it. 

- The loss of young people: Another thing that stood out is the loss of so many young 
people, even though they love the spiritual things. 

! I have a daughter who says she never even thinks of spiritual things.  

! The Catholic Church to her is just a cult, which turns her off completely.  

! I hang onto the Church I know that unites faith and reason. Following God’s grace 
in my life.  
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! The loss of my children from the Church is a huge grief, because it is such a gift. 
But they are not able to get into it, because so many things seem to push them 
away. 

- The ordination of women: one of the great separations of the Church from its people. 
Truly a scandal that women are not ordained. 

- Clear messaging that Catholics want to be part of an inclusive Church, not a Church 
that works so hard to push some people out. 

! Women, especially, and a woman’s right to choose. The absolutist idea about 
abortion, without conscience is just evil. There is an excessive emphasis on 
abortion, to the exclusion of so many other moral issues. Seems to be about 
controlling women. 

! LGBTQ+ people are pushed away and called disordered for something they are, and 
the love and goodness they bring is missed. 

! Women need to be ordained [a strong theme among many comments] 

! We need married priests. 

- We would get farther looking at Jesus, instead of the catechism and the law. 

! God’s rule of love over all the hell and damnation that is called into play. 

- The bishop doing an exorcism because of a statue being pulled down is part of 
that whole hell and damnation thing. 

- If God forgives me, I can accept forgiveness and forgive myself. The power is 
with God, not with human rules. 

- The Role of Women: not just in the Church, but in marriage and family life, women 
are put on the margins and made second-class citizens. 

! The right to choose, as a matter of conscience, seems key. 

! The ability to be ordained, at least as deacons, seems obvious. Women should be 
able to preach, and their voices need to be heard. 
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- On Friday, when there is no priest, we have lay women leading the liturgy of the 
Word, and it is a blessing to hear the women’s voices. 

- There needs to be greater lay ownership of the Church, not just everything run by 
priests and bishops. 

Group 19 

- It was a very diverse group who responded in Session One, and I was moved: the 
first time I was ever asked what I think. It led, in my group, to tears. No two stories 
were alike. 

- I read a book by Mary Maloney, and it informed a lot of my thinking.  

- The most striking and the saddest thing that came out of Session One was the 
number of people who were left out, and experience being unwelcome in the 
Church: 

! LGBTQ+ people; 

! Divorced and remarried people; 

! And especially women, who have so many forms of being marginalized or pushed 
out when they can’t take it. 

- The partnering rules, that keep women subjugated, and the Church’s teaching on 
sin, which so often about women’s lives: abortion/contraception/etc. 

! The Church seems dominated by rule makers who can be inhuman. 

- When I was young, a friend committed suicide and could not be buried in 
consecrated ground because of the rule. Terrible for his family. 

- The dominant theme in the group I was in was the terrible pain of the children who 
are no longer a part of the Church. 

! We have 3 children and none of them consider themselves Catholics. 
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- The great sorrow of children, educated at Catholic schools, who have left the 
faith, even becoming atheists. 

- Young women who have left and become non-Catholics because they don’t want 
to be treated as 2nd class citizens.  

- Alienation: Much of my life, I could not use my own name [variation of “Angel”], 
because my father thought I was too full of the devil. I felt alienated from Western 
culture because I am a person of Indigenous background, and then I did the Spiritual 
Exercises with a Jesuit. He told me a quote from Rumi: “God (wholeness) is like two 
people on a boat, bumping into each other, and laughing.” 

! We have lost God—the joyful bumping into one another. People aren’t caught 
anymore. There is no humor at bumping into each other today. 

! We need the joy of working out our humanity together, otherwise we just become 
victims and rescuers in our model of God. 

! Live in the Mission, and it’s not safe to walk there anymore—we are all living in 
trauma—and God, the God of joy, doesn’t seem to be there. We need to treat the 
trauma and find the joy. 

- Reconciliation: this seems a fundamental need and underlying theme. 

! Sexual Abuse Crisis: the healing of the sexual abuse crisis never really came—it 
hasn’t happened in the great Church. Real repentance and penance on the part of 
the hierarchy is missing. It is all about legal issues, not spiritual healing. 

! With Native Peoples: what happened in the schools wasn’t just in Canada, but 
around us. The Church participated and participates in the marginalization of 
Native peoples in a spiritual and physical genocide.  

- We are on Native land, even at St. Ignatius, and we need to acknowledge and 
heal that history. 

- The Native people welcomed the Jesuits, discussing who we would allow, but 
we still need to reconcile, not to silence this. 
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! To be Native is to be invisible at St. Ignatius and in the Church generally. 

! But I keep coming back, “God is everywhere, even in the Church.” 

! Striving to live our lives in love and mutual support. 

! Seems our sense of welcome depends so much on where we go to Church—where 
we are able to find home. 

- Church is rooted in social justice teaching of the Church, not about personal 
salvation through the following of rules.  

- In some places one finds community and volunteerism gives life, while other 
places are dying. 

- The Power of Welcome: At St. Ignatius, although I am divorced and remarried, and 
not “allowed” to come, I still do. 

! I am kept by the rules from participating, but I feel God’s love in the Mass and the 
Community. 

! My husband was abused as a young boy, yet we found a home and feel like part of 
the family at St. Ignatius. 

- Communion First then Conversion: 

! There are a lot of problems, but I feel called to say the good, and that I find joy. 

! A priest once told me, “It shouldn’t be conversion and then communion. It should be 
communion first and that leads to conversion.” After all, Jesus fed the people first, and 
then they came to understand and follow. 

- Legalism Drives People Out 

! The story of the priest who used “we” instead of “I” is just another example of what 
drives people away from the Church.  

- Rules are not our ticket into heaven, but our intentions are. 
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- These priests and bishops who seem to worry about some perfection, becoming 
perfect before you can enter. 

! The Church in El Salvador is an example of an authentic community, authentic to 
the life of Jesus and his way, not to the rules. 

! I look at Pope Francis who emphasizes Jesus’ life and how we live like him, instead 
of the rules (“kerygma instead of canons”). 

- Response: “Yes, Francis is great, but my sister left to become a Methodist because some 
things Francis says seem more problematic.” 

! Critical teaching I got from the Jesuits: We are all sinners.  

- Racism: we need to hear from people who come from other racial/ethnic traditions, 
and need to work to include these different experiences into the pattern. 

- Family/Friend Bias: especially with single women, who do not have children, there 
can be an invisibility, when the parish is so focused upon families.  

- Top Down to Bottom Up:  

! The Church needs to stop being seen as the people on top dictating rules, and start 
with the bottom—the true Church—and the lives of ordinary people. 

! People moved by love, learning from each other, we need equity not merely 
equality. 

! Like VCII, where the Church becomes defined not as the hierarchy but the People 
of God, we need to start living and functioning that way. 

- Primary Themes: 

! Those Alienated From the Church: 

- Women, especially, who are disempowered by the social structures, by the 
understanding of ordination, and in other ways that silence them from full voice 
and power in the structures of the Church, even though they do much of the 
work. 



 

52  Appendix B 

- LGBTQ+ women and men, who are told that their identity is intrinsically 
disordered and often feel pushed away from the altar. 

- Racial minorities whose cultures are underrepresented in power and voice. Often 
marginalized. 

- The elderly (especially older women), the disabled, and the young. 

! The Need for Greater Authenticity in the Church Hierarchy 

- The preeminence of rules over people—many of the bishops seem more 
concerned for trivial, legalism, instead of with the ordinary suffering of the 
People of God. 

- The unwillingness of many in authority to see beyond abortion in moral 
discussions, and the way harshness and dogmatic visions repress conscience. 

! Reconciliation 

- The politicization of the hierarchy, especially around issues like abortion, 
LGBTQ+ rights, vaccination—in which, again, the voice of the shepherd does not 
seem to reflect, or hear, the voice of the people. 

- The continuing failure to attain true reconciliation from the sexual abuse and 
leadership crisis. There is not a perceived sense of penance and reconciliation, 
but more of a legal solution and desire to move on. Continues to have effects. 


