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Special Meeting of Parish Council January 25, 2022  
Meeting Minutes   

 

Attendees: 

Enid Heskins 

Florina Fernandez 

Christine Kesler 

Andy Puffer, Chair 

Nancy Sparrow, Secretary 

Not in Attendance: 

Kathy Paper 

Staff: 

Fr. Scott Wimsett, Pastor 

Gregory DuPont, Parish Director 

Jeff Beavin, Principal 

Morgan Wissing, Assistant Principal 

 

Guests: 

Linda Carter 

Tim Graviss, with JRA Architects 

Steve McSwain, with Generis, performing Feasibility Study  

Property Committee: Norm Noltemeyer and Bob Wimsett via Zoom; and Jack Ruf 

Finance Committee:  Jack Ruf 

School Advisory Committee: Jennifer Huber and Mallory Krish 

 

Meeting began at 6:30pm with prayer. 

 

Fr Scott welcomed a new member to the Parish Council, Christine Kesler.  

 

Father welcomed members of the Property, Finance, and School Advisory Committees. 

 

Renderings were displayed showing a preliminary design for the school and campus expansion. 

 

Father gave the background on the factors which led to the school expansion project: 

-The enlarged enrollment in our Pre-K  

- The recommendations from the series of focus groups gathered in 2019 before the Covid shut down 

-The desire to find a space outside of school areas to resume offering bereavement meals 

-The current inconvenient location of restrooms for the kindergarten students and the need to upgrade 

restroom facilities and classrooms for the upper grades  

 

-The need to separate the church and the school for security reasons 

-The need for additional parking that is convenient and accessible for both weekday Masses and funerals 

when school is in session and school doors must remain closed 
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-The desire to create a “makerspace.” A “makerspace” is a creative zone where tools, tech and other 

resources are provided to students to try out ideas, do inventive things, etc. 

 

When the idea of expanding the school was proposed, JRA Architect Mark Trier, a parishioner, was 

brought in to do a walk-through of the school. His first recommendation was to improve the security of 

the school. Based on his report, several steps were taken immediately to make the school more secure 

such as locking glass doors that connect the church and school during the school day. 

In addition, Father described meetings with retired teachers and with the current staff to get their 

suggestions and listen to their questions about the proposed expansion. 

 

Tim Graviss, JRA Architects presentation: 

 

Tim began by commenting on the amount of research and consultation the Parish has done prior to 

approaching JRA. Tim said that has made JRA’s work easier in drafting the initial plan.  

 

Using the three renderings, Tim then described the current proposal. The major parts of the plan are: 

An addition will be build on to the school on the flagpole side of the building. All school offices would 

be housed in the new addition. This new area would include a more identifiable, separate, school-only 

entrance. One goal is to insure the school addition would be an open, well-lit, and well-ventilated space. 

Once the offices are moved, then work on the upper floors would begin. This work will include restroom 

renovations, the makerspace, enlarging the art room, etc. 

 

The 512 Breckenridge Lane building, where the Sisters of St. Benedict now live, would be totally 

renovated/rebuilt. The Parish offices would move into this building.The office building would be visible 

from Breckenridge Lane and easily located by visitors and vendors. It would include a large multi-

purpose room with nearby restrooms and a small kitchen which would be used for bereavement meals. 

There would be a walkway connecting the building to the church. The new offices would provide 

greater privacy for staff and for people meeting with staff. The Sisters would be offered the option of 

moving into 500 Breckenridge Lane. 

 

New parking will be added in the area in front of the church and in the backyard of the 500 

Breckenridge Lane house. This will accommodate parking for weekday Mass and most funerals and will 

keep church visitors separate from the school areas when school is in session. Plans are being worked on 

to close some roadway access to the school during the school day. The goal is to prevent drivers from 

cutting through the property at high speeds and endangering students, teachers and Parish guests.  

 

Phases and Timeline of project: 

 

When asked how long the project is projected to take and which parts come first, Tim G said they are 

still early in working out the entire phasing process, but the school entrance and school addition would 

be the first phase. He projected that it would take six to eight months to complete. The work cannot be 

completed during a summer break but since the school has multiple entrances it shouldn’t be too 

disruptive to work during the school year. 

 

 

Landscape:  

The consequences of tree removal were discussed. Tim G said a landscape architect will be involved in 

the design to be sure we address “greenspace” and other local, state and ADA requirements. 
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The plan will address issues such as making electric available for the summer festivals and other campus 

activities. If additional lighting is needed, a study will be conducted and JRA will also speak with 

neighbors to insure lighting is not intrusive. 

 

Steve McSwain-Feasibility Study Presentation: 

 

Steve explained that his company, Generis, supports churches around the United States who are 

undertaking a capital campaign. A feasibility study is conducted to tell the Parish if the remaining funds 

needed to complete their Project can be raised. Steve then discussed the methodology he will follow in 

conducting this study. Parishioners will be surveyed by either in-person interview or online, using a 

questionnaire to determine several things: is this the right plan, is this the right time to attempt this 

project, will they support the project, and to what degree will they support it financially. He said it 

would be ideal to speak with every Parishioner, but time-wise would be impossible.  

Linda Carter will assist him with making these contacts. Linda has been a Parishioner for over 50 years 

and she and her children and grandchildren attended school at OLOL. The amount still to be raised is 2 

to 2.5 million. When the study is completed, Steve will come back to us with a very specific prediction 

about how much money the Parish can raise through a campaign. 

 

Discussion: 

It was recommended that an Annual Report be prepared to update Parishioners on the financial status of 

the Parish prior to asking them to support and contribute to a Capital Campaign. Fr Scott and Gregory D. 

agreed this would be done. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20pm with prayer. 

 

The minutes of the October 2021 Parish Council meeting were approved by email subsequent to 

the meeting. 


