
As I enter my third year as president, I am continually im-
pressed and moved by the level of connection our alumni 

have with Lourdes Academy. It has 
become clear to me that this connec-
tion deserves its own forum, and that 
is what you’re looking at right now. 
The Shield was created as our alumni 
newsletter, and it exists to promote 
and celebrate the many people who 
have helped make Lourdes Academy 
into a supportive, faith-filled commu-
nity. Our goal is to make The Shield 
a quarterly publication. We will be 

sending it to your most current address, and we hope to 
distribute it electronically as well. If you haven’t already, 
please take the time to pass along your email so that we 
can keep you up to date on Lourdes Academy news.

Each issue of The Shield will feature your stories. It will 
commemorate your successes and connect you directly 
to the students, faculty members and administrators who 
are benefiting every day from your legacy. Inside, you’ll 
find stories about our students, teachers, and your fellow 
alumni. You’ll hear about our work in the classroom, as 
well as our artistic and athletic efforts. 

Ultimately, The Shield is designed to celebrate the present 
while honoring the past and offering all of us a glimpse 
into our bright future. I am proud to write its initial intro-
duction, and I am thrilled to share it with you, our alumni. 
Please, enjoy the stories of our success and the lasting 
impact of your legacy.Like Lourdes Academy on Facebook and 

follow us on Twitter #WeAreAllKnights

21%
Tuition

Your dollars at work—The cost to 
educate a student at Lourdes Academy:

21

%

19%

Number of exchange students 
from Africa, Asia and Europe.

60
Third source funding 
(includes events and 
philanthropic support)

Parish subsidy from 
Most Blessed Sacrament, 
St. Jude the Apostle, St. Mary Omro, St. Mary 
Winneconne & St. Raphael the Archangel 
Parishes

On August 1, 2012, Unified Catholic Schools of Oshkosh 
officially became Lourdes Academy. Catholic education 
has seen many changes throughout the last 50 years 
in Oshkosh, but one thing has remained constant and 
recognizable – Lourdes. The difference now is that Lourdes 
Academy doesn’t 
just refer to the high 
school. It includes 
the middle school, 
formerly St. John 
Neumann, and both 
elementary school 
campuses, formerly St. Frances Cabrini and St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton.

Lourdes Academy marks the beginning of a new era that 
will transform Catholic education in Oshkosh for the 21st 

Lourdes Business Office has moved
The Lourdes Academy Central Business Office and 
Suzuki Music Program have moved to 
250 N. Sawyer Street. Stop in and visit us!

Mark your calendars!

See UNVEILING...page 2

Lourdes Dinner Auction | Saturday, Nov. 2, 2013
Lourdes Academy High School, 110 N. Sawyer St.

Visit lourdesacademyoshkosh.org to learn more.

Madrigal Dinner—December 6-7
Bill Behring Commons, 6 p.m.

Lourdes Academy celebrates 
future by honoring past

Bob Biebel, president of Lourdes Academy (left) and Mark Vanden 
Berg, creative director and co-owner of Leibold, unveil the new 
Lourdes Academy logo at a Christening ceremony on August 8, 2012.

Special thanks to Bart Putzer, Class of 
1984, for assisting with the layout and 
design of The Shield.
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LAST BUT NOT LEAST... FAST FACTS

From the President

Bob Biebel, President



Lourdes Academy recognizes 
alumni at awards dinner

The room was filled with nostalgia and stories of Lourdes 
past as award winners reminisced about their high school 
experience at the third annual Awards Recognition Dinner 
on April 12. There was plenty of laughter and a deep 
sense of appreciation for Lourdes as guests recounted 
some of their fondest memories.

The Awards Recognition Dinner was started in 2011 to 
honor the dedicated staff, volunteers and alumni who 
have shown exemplary service to their school and com-
munity and have demonstrated success in their careers. 
Each year, Lourdes Academy presents the Outstanding 
Alumni Award to an alumnus who has demonstrated ex-
ceptional career accomplishments and the Distinguished 
Stewardship Award to an individual whose service to 
Lourdes has surpassed expectations; and it honors a new 
Athletic Hall of Fame Inductee.

Former Lourdes Academy Teacher and Principal Tom Baum 
presented Jim VandeHei (Class of 1989) with the 2013 

Outstanding Alumni Award. Vande-
Hei is the co-founder of POLITICO, a 
nonpartisan media company cover-
ing national politics and Washington 
governance. VandeHei started his 
career covering sports for the Oshkosh 
Northwestern and eventually moved 
to Washington DC in 1995 to pursue 
a career in political journalism. He has 
worked for The Washington Post and 

The Wall Street Journal, is a regular political analyst on 
MSNBC’s “Morning Joe,” and is a member of the Pulitzer 
Prize Board. Vanity Fair recently named VandeHei among 
the 100 most powerful Information Age thinkers for help-
ing create the “model for the new media success story.”

Former Lourdes Academy Elementary School Principal 
Alison Fett presented the Distinguished Stewardship 

Award to Dr. Laurie (Schuster) Muller 
(Class of 1991). Muller has been a 
dedicated volunteer and friend of 
Catholic education for nearly 15 years. 
She has been a member and president 
of the St. Elizabeth Ann Seton PTA, 
a Cub Scout co-leader, Battle of the 
Books team leader and event coordi-
nator to name a few. She also teaches 
classes in the community covering 
infant care, bullying prevention, eating 

disorders and first aid.

Patrick Kriz (Class of 1994) was inducted into the Lourdes 
Academy Athletic Hall of Fame during a touching speech 

by his twin brother, Andy. Kriz was 
a three-sport athlete who earned 
10 letters at Lourdes Academy in 
baseball, football and wrestling. Kriz 
was an All FVCC Honorable Mention 
Defensive Back in football, as well as 
team MVP and All FVCC 2nd Team 
Outfield in baseball. Kriz also excelled 
at and set records in wrestling that 
still exist today. He placed at the State 

Wrestling tournament four years in a row, finished 2nd at 
the Oshkosh On The Water Classic in 1993 and was the 
WISSA Regional Champion in 1994. He holds the Lourdes 
Academy record for the fastest pin in 0.08 seconds, which 
still stands today.

Lourdes Academy also recognized Dr. Stanley J. Span-
bauer, who received the First Annual Oshkosh Leadership 
and Education Award at Oshkosh’s Celebrate Education 
event March 25. The award, which will be presented 
every year in his name, will be given to a business or indi-
vidual who has demonstrated a long-term commitment to 
the overall quality of education in the Oshkosh area and 
inspired life-long learning.

Please plan to join us for the fourth annual Awards 
Recognition Dinner on Friday, April 11, at LaSure’s Hall in 
Oshkosh. We invite you to nominate an individual for any 
of these awards. For information or to submit a nomina-
tion, contact Carla Huizenga at 920-426-3626, ext. 540 
or carla.huizenga@lourdesacademyoshkosh.org. 

As summer fades into another memory and the nights are 
cool but days still get warm, it can mean only one thing: 
I’m full swing into another school year at Lourdes Acad-
emy! It’s a ritual that I’ve been practicing for 29 years. 
Even though it’s been nearly three decades, it never gets 
old, it’s always rewarding and new challenges just keep 
coming! One of my old college professors visited me in 
my classroom shortly after I started at Lourdes with this 
adage: “Paul, your job will be a ton of work, you will 
experience frustration and reward, but being with the 
kids day in and day out will keep you young.” He couldn’t 
have been more right!

As I reflect back to my early years at Lourdes, I can see 
change and yet some things are the same. First, there 
certainly have been changes. Tom Baum was principal, we 
still had Home Economics, and each parish had an inde-
pendent K-8 school; there was no middle school. Year to 
year, we still had an occasional priest, sister or brother on 
staff. My room was full of outdated 1960’s equipment, 
and a personal computer was still very rare. I owned an 
Apple 2e and could have bought a nice used car for the 
same price. I taught Biology and Health Science.

We got our first school computers around 1990. We got 
four IBMs; two went to administration and two for class-
rooms. I volunteered to accept one and take a weekend 
seminar through IBM to get some training. I also got a 
bunch of floppy disk software to teach biology concepts. 
The computer age was launched! Today, I maintain a 
science computer/microscope lab next to my classroom 
with 28 stations. I could easily document many additional 
examples of change over time, but you probably get the 
idea. Education does not stand still; if you are in it for the 
long haul, you better be flexible and be willing to work 
hard for change and improvement.

I’m most happy to discuss what has stayed the same. 
From day one, I genuinely felt welcome here and believe 
that we have really good people associated with Lourdes. 
I teach the best kids I could want to have in my class-
room. That means that there are great parents with good 
values and a strong desire to support the best education 
they can find for their children. That’s a formula that has 
kept me coming back to this institution year after year. 
Sure, the image of a school might be brick and mortar; 
it’s a plus to have a nice classroom with shiny floors and a 
beautiful courtyard to look out over, but a school is really 
a community. It’s the people—students, staff, parents, 
alum and supporting friends—that make Lourdes what it 
is. We work hard to keep that formula intact, and I hope 
we always will.

For several weeks this summer, the Castle Gym was 
closed for improvements. The process began with a team 
of experts sanding down the gym floor to bare wood. 
Then, one brush stroke at a time, they recreated OUR 
new knight image at center court. The floor wasn’t the 
only area to see improvements as we hung new banners 
honoring past Lourdes Academy State Championship 
teams. New wall pads were also installed in the Castle 
and in the wrestling room, and all the basketball hoops’ 
cables and motors were updated for safety and efficiency.

These improvements were made possible thanks to a gen-
erous athletics donation from an anonymous supporter. 

“This generous gift has not only allowed us to update 
our logo to be consistent with our new image, but it has 
helped provide a safe and special environment for our 
many student athletes and added to the overall atmo-
sphere of Lourdes athletics,” said Bob Biebel, Lourdes 
Academy president. “We invite and encourage all of our 
alumni to visit us and see the new improvements.”

For a listing of athletic events in the Castle, log on to 
lourdesacademyoshkosh.org or call 920-426-3626 to 
schedule a tour.

century with a focus on growth and excellence while 
holding true to the Christ-centered values upon which it 
was founded. 

“Lourdes students, teachings and values have been 
woven into the fabric of this community for more than 50 
years,” said Lourdes Academy President Bob Biebel. “We 
want to honor that tradition as we set the direction for 
our future as Lourdes Academy.”

In keeping with tradition, Lourdes Academy retained the 
Knight mascot, named in honor of the Knights of Colum-
bus organization that provided athletic equipment and 
support in the first year of the school’s history.  A new 
logo created by Leibold –a branding, packaging and 
marketing firm–was unveiled.

“Lourdes Academy Elementary students start out as Pages 
and eventually graduate to Squires as they become middle 
school students,” Biebel said. “Ultimately, students enter-
ing high school become Knights. Knights are traditionally 
recognized for courage, valor, integrity, generosity and re-
spect—qualities we want to inspire in our students today.”

WIN!  Knight pride head to toe!
The Shield will be published in print quarterly for the 
first year then will be sent electronically. We’d love 
to stay in touch. Please provide your email address so 
we can continue to share the good news at Lourdes 
Academy. Log on to the alumni link under “News” at 
lourdesacademyoshkosh.org. One newsletter was 
sent to each household. If you would like additional 
copies sent to individual members of your household, 
please contact Linda Wolfgram at 920-426-3626, ext. 
541 or lwolfgram@lourdesacademyoshkosh.org with 
your information.

Email entries received by December 31, 
2013, will be entered into a drawing 
for a chance to win head to toe 
Lourdes Academy apparel.
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DEJA VU!   By Paul Trader, TeacherRecognizing Excellence
Castle Gym gets upgrade

The Lady Knights volleyball team, posing in the updated Castle Gym, 
cinched the Conference Championship at the time of publication.

Jim VandeHei, 2013 
Outstanding Alumni

Laurie Muller, 2013 
Distinguished 
Stewardship

Patrick Kriz, 2013 
Athletic Hall of Fame


