
 “Let us remember we are in the holy presence of 
God.” Each day at Lourdes Academy begins with those 11 
words. Three years ago, those words were brought to life 
through a Eucharistic Procession.
 The idea of the Procession came to Theology teacher 
Rick Duncan while he was praying. He saw the Proces-
sion, but didn’t want to do it. Over the next few days the 
thought of the Procession continued to persist until he felt 
he no longer had a choice.
 “I believe God the Father wanted His Son to be hon-
ored by our community in a very special way,” Duncan 
said. “I believe with all my heart that Jesus wants us to fol-
low Him in everything we do. We are truly following Jesus 
when we have our Procession.”
 Each year, the Lourdes Academy family gathers for 
Mass followed by a formal procession of the body of Christ 
contained in the monstrance from the church to the chapel 
at Lourdes Academy High School. Teachers and students 
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Fr. Michael Warden leads the Eucharistic Procession 
to the chapel at Lourdes Academy.

discuss the event prior and throughout the school year.
 “The Procession is a witness statement to the local 
community that Jesus is the reason for our school; the 
presence of Jesus is truly found in the Eucharist and the 
Eucharist has returned to our home, the chapel, to be with 
us throughout the school year,” Duncan added. “The Eu-
charist will be with us through our victories, our losses, our 
joys and the sadness that may occur.”
 The Procession also unifies Lourdes Academy as a faith 
community, added Campus Minister Kathleen Albrecht, 
giving witness to our beliefs and traditions in a public 
display of humility as we walk silently behind the priest 
holding the monstrance for all to view.
 “Too often we have let others tell our story, define 
who we are and describe what we believe,” she said. “Per-
haps ceremonies like this, now more than ever, are needed 
so that Catholics may tell our own story, the story of a faith 
rich in doctrine, theology and practice.



 Service is one of the building blocks of a Lourdes 
Academy education. It is practiced in every classroom 
at every grade level. Students serve in their churches, 
communities and school. High school students are even 
required to fulfill a service component to graduate. 
 Because service is paramount to the faith-based edu-
cation at Lourdes, the staff of The Shield is dedicating 
the next year to service. Each issue will spotlight a differ-
ent area of service, including country, God, community 
and education.
 Our first issue focuses on service to country. Lourdes 
alumni from every decade have served in every branch of 
the armed forces. A special thank you goes out to all of 
our alumni who have served or are serving in the military 
and especially to those who shared their stories on these 
pages.

Wanted to Give Back - Anthony Beaupre (‘08)
U.S. Marine Corps - 2nd Lieutenant
 During a visit to EAA, Anthony Beaupre (’08) 
watched the U.S. Navy Blue Angels aerobatic team fly 
over Oshkosh, and he knew that’s what he wanted to 
do. He also knew he wanted to go to a good college, so 
he set his sights on the Naval Academy. He worked with 
former Unified Catholic Schools (now Lourdes Academy) 
President Tony Blando, a retired Lieutenant Colonel in 
the U.S. Army.
 “Tony was an outstanding mentor and great per-
son,” Beaupre said. “He helped me through the process. 
He made sure I wanted to go in for the right reason. I did 
it because I wanted to serve my country and give some-
thing back because I’ve been given so much.”
 Beaupre entered the Naval Academy double major-
ing in International Relations and Economics and minor-
ing in Spanish. Where an average midshipman takes 
18-20 credits, Beaupre took 22 in 
addition to leadership and fitness 
classes.
 “The course load was intense, 
but it was a great experience,” 
Beaupre said. “I wouldn’t change 
a thing. You come out prepared to 
be an officer in the military, which is 
the greatest honor you can have.”
 During his senior year selec-
tion, he applied to become a 
Marine pilot and was accepted. 
He has spent the past two years in training including the 
Marine Corps’ mandatory infantry training. He also be-
came a Marine Corps Liaison Officer for U.S. Senator Ron 
Johnson and, at the time of publication, was awaiting his 
next assignment. Beaupre’s hope is to fly fighter jets but 
will serve the country where he is needed most.
 “None of this would have been possible without 

Dedicating the year to service

good mentorship,” Beaupre added. “There were times 
when I considered quitting. If it wasn’t for Tony Blando, 
I wouldn’t be here today. It shows the affect Lourdes 
Academy has on people. I still consider him one of my 
closest friends and greatest mentors. He’s a role model 
of 20 years of service.”

A Most Interesting Life - David Kasper (‘66)
U.S. Air Force - Captain, Retired
 When David Kasper graduated from Lourdes Acad-
emy in 1966, service to country was an expectation. It 
was the height of the Vietnam War and everyone had to 
give their time, Kasper recalled. So 27 days after gradua-

tion, he enlisted.
 “I chose the Air Force because 
it was more of a business way to 
be involved. It ended up being a 
wonderful experience. The decision 
I made at 18 changed my life for-
ever and the life of my family and 
children. It gave me a well-rounded 
experience.”
 His career started with Basic 
Training in Amarillo, Texas, fol-
lowed by technical school train-
ing as a radio operator. He was 

stationed at Clark Air Base in the Philippines where he 
spent the majority of his military career, along with stints 
in Taiwan, Germany, Vietnam, Okinawa and the United 
States.
 In the 1970s, he saw President Ferdinand Marcos 
declare martial law in the Philippines and lived through 

USMC 2nd Lieutenant Anthony Beaupre (‘08) has spent two years 
training as a Marine pilot and was awaiting his next assignment at 
the time of publication.

“The decision I made at 18 
changed my life forever and 
the life of my family and 
children. It gave me a well-

rounded experience.”

~David Kasper (‘66), U.S.A.F.



the worst typhoon in the country’s history, which dropped 
110 inches of rain in one year.  Kasper was awarded the 
Philippines Presidential Citation for his help rescuing people 
during that natural disaster. He was a Nuclear Missile 
Launch Officer whose missiles played a role in the demise 
of the Russian government and the fall of the Berlin wall. 
Kasper retired as a Captain with nearly 27 years of honor-
able service.
 
Dedicated His Life to Service - Randy Krug (‘68)
U.S. Army - Colonel, Retired
 When Randy Krug (’68) graduated from Lourdes he 
joined the Oshkosh infantry unit of the Wisconsin Army 
National Guard. He enjoyed his experience so much that 

he applied to Officer Candi-
date School at Fort Benning 
in Georgia where he was 
commissioned as a second 
lieutenant at age 20—the 
youngest officer in the 
Guard at that time.
   As the Cold War ramped 
up, Krug served three years 
as an Infantry officer in 
Germany then applied to 
stay on active duty with the 
Guard. His last two assign-
ments, and the two most 
memorable, took him to 

Arlington, Virginia, where he lives today. 
 Krug was promoted to Colonel and appointed a 
program manager with DARPA, the agency that invented 
the internet (ARPAnet). He worked with the two program 
managers credited for developing the internet architec-
ture. During his last active duty assignment, Krug served as 
Chief of Training for the Army National Guard. He retired 
in 2000 with 32 years of service. 
 “The military taught me the art and application of 
leadership,” Krug said. “As an infantry officer it was drilled 
into my head the famous motto 
of the infantry, ‘Follow me, do as I 
do.’ Very simple, easy to understand. 
It also  implies that you never ask 
your soldiers to do something you 
wouldn’t do yourself. It worked for 
me in the military and works for 
me in my daily life. I have very fond 
memories of my 4 years at Lourdes. 
The discipline of playing football and wrestling while keep-
ing academically qualified was good preparation for the 
long hours the military required of me.”

Enhanced Her Career - Jessica Williams (‘06)
U.S. Army Reserves - Sergeant
 Retired Lieutenant Colonel and former president of 
Unified Catholic Schools (now Lourdes Academy) Tony 
Blando, recognized Jessica Williams’ (‘06) leadership skills 
and encouraged her to consider going into the military. 
Her first reaction was “no way in hell.” It didn’t take long 

for Williams to see what 
Blando saw—that her 
leadership skills made 
her a good fit for the 
military and the military 
had many benefits for 
a new college graduate 
like Williams.
 After research-
ing her options, she 
signed on as a Human 
Resources Specialist 
with the Army Reserves, 
which would pay back 
her student loans. The 
opportunity to travel 
and to challenge herself 
physically, mentally and emotionally also appealed to her.
 “The military is about having a good balance men-
tally, spiritually and physically,” Williams said. “It helped 
enhance my career because it gave me an edge and more 
experience in my field.”
 Williams has served three of her six years and is work-
ing her way up through the ranks. She was promoted from 
Specialist to Sergeant and recently started her Masters in 
Business Administration with a Human Resources empha-
sis. Her experience at Lourdes helped prepare her for her 
military experience.
 “Lourdes was small enough where you could really 
get involved and you were able to be very diverse in terms 
of activities and being able to multi-task,” Williams said. 
“Teachers motivated me to want to better myself. They 
always went the extra mile. They want you to do well not 
just be mediocre.”

Witnessed History - Art Hill (‘70)
U.S. Air Force - Sergeant (E-4)
 Art Hill (’70) wasn’t sure he could afford college and 
he knew being drafted meant serving two years in an 

infantry or cavalry unit in Vietnam. 
So he took a proactive approach and 
enlisted in the Air Force where Hill 
surmised he had less chance of being 
shot at. His interest was in meteorol-
ogy but he was assigned to cartogra-
phy school instead.
 “That was a skill they needed,” Hill 
recalled. “It was a very interesting 

job and one that trained me for things I would do later.”
  Hill learned about aerial photography intelligence 
long before the days of Google Earth. He supported the 
Vietnam War efforts by making maps of potential landing 
facilities and strategic locations in Southeast Asia. Looking 
back, Hill sees his experience as a blessing in disguise. His 
military training gave him experience on spacial relation-
ships and how areas developed, which prepared him for 
his future job working for a city.
 “A lot of people go into the military when they’re 
young, and we think we know what we want,” Hill said. 

Randy Krug (‘68) at the Army 
War College in 1992

Jessica Williams received the Army 
Achievement Medal for Meritorious 
Achievement while serving as a 
Human Resources Specialist.

“I was in the right place at 
the right time. I will always be 

grateful to witness history.”

~ Art Hill (‘70), U.S.A.F.



“The military assesses us and looks at us in ways we 
wouldn’t think of and develops what they see as potential 
areas of strength. They’re investing in human resources 
and they have an obligation to do that on behalf of the 
country.”
 The memories Hill cherishes most are witnessing 
historic events in the early 1970s. He was there at Hickam 
Air Force Base in Hawaii when President Nixon met the 
Japanese emperor—the first time after World War II that 
the emperor had been to the United States, and in March 
1973 when our prisoners of war set foot on American soil 
for the first time.
 “I was in the right place at the right time,” Hill said. “I 
will always be grateful to witness history.”

Proud to Serve His Country - Ryan Patnode (‘93)
U.S. Army - Lieutenant Colonel
 Ryan Patnode saw his mom work at Lourdes and 
sacrifice to send him, his brother and sister to Lourdes. He 
realized that his best opportunity for a college education 
was a scholarship. Inspired by then Lourdes High School 
Principal and retired Army Lieutenant Colonel Frank Gif-
ford, Patnode applied for and received an ROTC scholar-

ship and was accepted to 
Ripon College.
   Following college, Pat-
node enlisted in the U.S. 
Army. He served a tour of 
duty in Iraq and is currently 
serving his second tour in 
Afghanistan. He is with the 
1st Cavalry Division Head-
quarters in Kandahar and is 
synchronizing Security Force 

Assistance to the Afghan forces in the province.
 “It’s been an amazing experience training, advising and 
assisting the Afghan National Security Forces,” Patnode 
said. “Serving alongside our partners and watching them 
grow in confidence has been an amazing experience.”
 Patnode’s most memorable experiences in the service 
involve being around soldiers.
 “Soldiers and their families are what make the Army,” 
he added. “As a commander of soldiers, nothing is better 
than seeing your unit progress and your soldiers recog-
nized for their hard work.”
 When Patnode returns to Fort Hood, Texas, in eight to 
nine months, he will continue to serve as the Chief of Air 
and Missile Defense Operations for 1st Cavalry Division. In 
2017, he will have 20 years of military service.
 “I would absolutely do it all over again,” Patnode said 
of his military career. “The deployments are tough and be-
ing away from your family is hard, but I am proud to serve 
my country and enjoy everything about the Army.”

Not the First Path He Chose - Robert Reimer (‘66)
U.S. Navy - FTB1(SS) Fire Control Technician Petty Officer 
1st Class (Submarine Qualified)
 Bob Reimer (’66) intended to go into electronic engi-
neering when he registered at St. Cloud University. One 

of the Christian Brothers teaching physics at Lourdes High 
School had formed an after-school Radio Club to get 
people interested in electronics, and Reimer was hooked. 
 Registration at St. Cloud was on a first come, first 
served basis and enrollment was at 
an unprecedented high in the midst 
of the Vietnam War. As a freshman, 
Reimer couldn’t register for any of 
the classes he wanted, so he audited 
them instead. This dropped his stu-
dent status to part time, and he was 
called up for the draft in 1967.
 I chose the Navy because my 
uncle was in the Navy and I wanted 
to study electronics, but I became 
a hospital corpsman,” Reimer said 
of his first assignment. “Eventually 
I took all of the exams I could take. I flunked the postal 
exam but aced the electronics exam, so they pushed me to 
subs.” 
 Reimer credits his high marks in electronics to his 
involvement in the Radio Club at Lourdes. This led to a six-
year Naval career as a submariner aboard the USS George 
Bancroft. He recalled his first assignment in the galley dur-
ing which his shipmates tied a coffee can around his neck 
until he adjusted to the motion.
 On a particularly quiet patrol during the Cold War, 
Reimer and his shipmates could hear the enemy sub play-
ing accordion music through the hull of the boat. Reimer 
completed five tours including one double when food was 
so scarce they were eating rations from the Korean War.
 By 1973, Reimer was teaching a class on sub systems. 
On his last day in the Navy as he was leaving, classmate 
Gary Youngwirth (‘66) was reporting in on that sub sys-
tem. 
 His path wasn’t exactly as he’d planned, but he has no 
regrets. After the Navy, Reimer earned a degree in Chem-
istry with highest honors from Eastern Connecticut State 
University. 
 “The military was the best thing that happened to 
me,” Reimer said. “I came out a much different guy—
much more focused and mature.”

Continuing our theme of “Service,” The Winter issue of 
The Shield will feature Lourdes alumni who have dedi-
cated their lives to service to God. This includes priests, 
sisters and other religious orders, as well as lay people 
studying or practicing Theology. Tell us about your expe-
rience for a chance to be included in The Shield. To share 
your story, contact Karen Boehm at 920-426-3626, 
ext. 546 or kboehm@lourdesacademyoshkosh.org. 

Have you been called by God?

Bob Reimer (‘66) on 
his last day in the U.S. 
Navy, December 1973.

The POW*MIA flag flies above Lourdes Academy in 
memory of William Pierson (‘65).

Ryan Patnode (‘93), U.S. Army



 Lourdes Academy invites you to remember a loved 
one or honor a dear friend or family member by com-
memorating a brick in their name in the courtyard Gar-
den of Remembrance.
 The landscaped courtyard, located in the center of 
Lourdes Academy Middle/High School is a permanent 
recognition garden where you can honor and remember 
loved ones, a place where you can say, “I love you” or “I 
miss you.” 
 In the courtyard, Our Lady of Lourdes overlooks a 
brick cross where names have been etched as a perma-
nent and lasting tribute to Lourdes family members and 
friends. The courtyard is landscaped with raised flower 
beds, perennials and annuals. 
 The minimum donation for each engraved brick is 
$100, which includes the engraving. Bricks can be pur-
chased at any time and are placed in the garden once in 
spring and once in fall.
 For more information about the Garden of Remem-
brance, click on the “Garden of Remembrance” link 
under the Resources tab at lourdesacademyoshkosh.org 
or call 920-426-3626.

Garden of 
Remembrance

50 Years of Memories

Members of the Class of 1964 were asked about 
their most vivid memories from their days at Lourdes.

It was the welcome I received on my first day. I was 
a nervous kid from Racine who didn’t know what to 
expect. As I was introduced to the “guys,” they put 
me at ease with warm welcomes. I felt like I had just 
become part of a very special extended family. That 
feeling is still with me.     ~ Jim McMahon

The wonderful experience of making new friends 
from all over Oshkosh, many of whom I stay in touch 
with today. I liked the experience at Lourdes from 
Day 1 although I must admit that a highlight was 
the year they allowed integration! All the “girls and 
guys” were allowed to dance over the lunch hour in 
the lower level.     ~ Mary Rita (Mueller) McCarthy

Sock hops with Fr. Vanderhogen measuring the 
distance between couples with a ruler and putting 
goldfish in the toilet to swim in Biology class.

~ Pat Nevers

Playing hockey against the LHS faculty on the rink 
between our house and the Schumerth’s house.

~ Phil Van Treese

Please stay in touch
 The Shield is sent quarterly to alumni in our data-
base. Issues can also be found online at lourdesacademy-
oshkosh.org by clicking on the Alumni link. To receive a 
copy of The Shield, please update your information at 
lourdesacademyoshkosh.org by clicking on the Alumni 
Shield logo on the home page. 
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Lourdes Academy Dinner Auction

November 8, 2014
EAA AirVenture Museum

For more information or to register, visit the Auction link at lourdesacademyoshkosh.org. 
Or contact Carla Huizenga at 920-426-3626, ext. 540 or carla.huizenga@lourdesacademyoshkosh.org.

Win a trip to Hawaii or Disney World, a chocolate lab puppy, snow removal 
for the 2014-15 Winter season and more on the Pick of the Knight 
raffle. (Need not be present to win.) Click on the Auction link at 
lourdesacademyoshkosh.org for details.
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LOURDES ACADEMY REUNIONS

Planning a reunion? Contact Karen Boehm at 920-426-3626, ext. 546 or kboehm@lourdesacademyoshkosh.org 
for assistance. Lourdes Academy offers free mailing lists, tours and facilities usage for Lourdes class reunions.

The Class of 1964 
celebrated their 50th 
reunion at the Elks 
Club in August.

Right: Marlene Verwiel 
Flack, Chris Mickey 
Lang, Pat Nevers and 
Mary Rita (Mueller) 
McCarthy.

Left: The Class of 
1994 celebrated 
its 20th reunion 
weekend  in 
August at Becket’s 
on the Fox River. 
They also met at 
Titan Stadium for 
a Knights football 
game followed 
by a gathering 
at Lourdes High 
School.

Right: Class of 1994 high 
school sweethearts, Kevin 
& Catherine (O’Connor) 
Klinger and Jessica 
(Noone) & Peter Gelhar, 
return for their 20th 
reunion.

Left: Betsy Baum, 
Mary Jo (Muetzel) 
Kelly, Tom Baum 
and Dione (Bauer) 
Gunther.


