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2022 Tee It Up For Kids Golf Outing

THE
SHIELD

Thank you everyone for an amazing 2022 
Tee It Up For Kids Golf Outing. This year’s 
outing took place on August 19 at Lake 
Breeze Golf Club. 
 
The annual event brought together a 
record-high 156 golfers and made more 
than $53,000 that will benefit our pre-K 
through 12 system.
 
To see photos from the event, visit 
www.lourdes.today/golf.

Save The Date

August 18, 2023
Lake Breeze Golf Club

2023 Tee It Up For 
Kids Golf Outing

Lourdes Tee It Up For Kids Golf

Outing Event Summary

Pick of the Course Winners
Oktoberfest Trip: Wihlm Family

Westgate Getaway: Jason Quandt
Spirit of Oshkosh: Mark Budde

Raffle Winners
Lourdes Academy Cornhole Set: Dave Behring

Ooni Pizza Oven: Sam Salzsieder

Funds Raised
Bucket Raffles: $2,460

Pick of the Course: $3,500
Stack the Deck: $745

Hole Game Pass: $2,120
50/50: $1,490

Raised over
$50,000

Golfers
156 (RECORD HIGH)



It’s a Great day to be a Knight!It’s a Great day to be a Knight!
First Day of School

After nine months of construction and renovation, Lourdes Academy opened its doors Aug. 23 for the first day of 
school. Pre-K through 12 students united under one roof.

Eucharistic Procession
Jesus was brought back to school from St. Jude during the annual Eucharistic procession.

Blessing of the School
Fr. Louis Golamari of St. Jude, Fr. Tom Long of St. Raphael and Fr. Jerry Pastors  of Most Blessed Sacrament blessed 

Lourdes Academy students and the building to start the 2022-2023 school year.

Do you have memories of your time at Lourdes that you want to share for a 
future article? Or was there a teacher or staff member that made an impact 
on your life? If so, we would love to hear from you! Contact Brett Baehman at  

bbaehman@lourdes.today or (920) 426-3626 ext. 550.



From Law Enforcement to 
Woodworking

Alumni SpotlightsAlumni Spotlights

 Many alumni make career changes after graduating 
from Lourdes Academy. For Michael Wagner (‘10), his ca-
reer path made that switch a little sooner than anticipated.
 Wagner left Lourdes with a strong interest in architec-
ture, and started pursuing a degree in the field at 
UW-Oshkosh. 

 Epiphany number 1.

 However, his first police course with now Oshkosh 
Professional Standards Division Lieutenant Matthew 
Harris flipped his interest towards law enforcement. In just 
three years, Wagner earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal 
justice. His interest at the time was to pursue a career in 
criminology and study crime patterns, specifically behav-
ioral patterns of illicit drug users. The University of 
Cincinnati offered Wagner a fellowship as he looked to 
earn a master’s degree in criminology. 

 Epiphany number 2.

 For a reason unbeknownst to Wagner, he decided to 
turn the offer down and focus on getting a job closer to 
home. The decision allowed Wagner to graduate from 
the Law Enforcement Academy at Chippewa Valley in Eau 
Claire in the fall of 2013. Wagner knew he did not want 
to work in a big department but also was ready to prove 
why he got in law enforcement: to improve the com-
munity while completing different tasks each shift. After 
being offered positions with multiple departments, Wagner 

decided to return home. He accepted a position with the 
Winnebago County Sheriff’s Office as a deputy in Decem-
ber 2013.
 After working as a deputy for a few years, the career 
started to take a toll on Wagner. He felt himself morphing 
into a different person. Outside of a handful of family and 
friends, he began to dislike others’ company. A man that 
put family first was becoming less and less family-oriented. 
The general public was upsetting the guy that was happy-
go-lucky every time he walked out the door.
 “While it was often addressed in our department, the 
changes that law enforcement can make to a person’s 
mental health can be quite harsh,” Wagner said. “You see 
a completely different side of the community and are often 
surrounded by loss, violence, and individuals who have 
wronged an innocent person.”
 It got to the point where Wagner had to make a 
choice. Either continue down this path and let it interfere 
with his life outside of work or make a life-altering change 
and get out of the law enforcement field.
 While still working in law enforcement, Wagner turned 
toward a connection within the Lourdes Family. Through 
his own family connection, Wagner linked up with Daniel 
Weisheipl (‘73) to begin working on detailed wood proj-
ects together. After apprenticing under Weisheipl, Wagner 
gained many skills and found a correlation within their 
career paths to woodworking.
 “Dan was a high school teacher before getting into 
woodworking professionally,” Wagner said. “His knowl-
edge of woodworking, and ability to teach woodworking 
techniques has been invaluable.”
  The more Wagner got into woodworking, the more he 
realized it was something he envisioned doing full-time.
 
 Epiphany number 3.
 
 Wagner officially started his own business, Wagner 
Woodworks, in February 2018 and ultimately decided to 
leave law enforcement. 
  “There are many reasons that I decided to go full time 
with Wagner Woodworks. First and foremost, I love what I 
do. I love to design, build, and ultimately deliver a product 
to a customer or organization that I know will appreciate 
it for years to come. There are many reasons that I had for 
leaving the department, but looking from my perspective 
now I can reflect on why it was a good decision to leave 
when I did.”
  With all the excitement that comes with starting a 
small business, Wagner realized there would be obstacles, 
as well. Uncertainties included lifestyle changes outside of 
work, community support and financial goals. Fortunately, 
Wagner’s work spoke for itself and word started to spread 

Michael Wagner (‘10) with his daughter Grace (left), wife 
Kate (‘11) and son Howard.

By: Brett Baehman (‘12)



One of Charley Spanbauer’s (‘08) most vivid memories 
of his high school career included sleeping in the court-
yard during his senior year. They had permission, (or so he 
thought, at least) and that one event still sticks out in his 
mind as a positive memory of that time in his life. Little did 
Spanbauer know on that night under the stars what his life 
would have in store for him.

After graduating from Lourdes,  he went to college 
for mathematics, then furthered his education with grad 
school at the University of Illinois Public Health. He then 
went on to work on clinical trials at the Department of Vet-

eran’s Affairs for 
a year and a half 
before moving to 
Milwaukee to at-
tend the Medical 
College of 
Wisconsin and 
began the doc-
toral program 
in biostatistics. 
Spanbauer works 
at the University 
of Minnesota as a 
biostatistician do-
ing research into 
statistical meth-
ods to analyze 
genetic data in 
public health, or 
more specifically, 

Alzheimer’s research. 
As much as Spanbauer misses the Usinger’s bratwurst 

from Wisconsin, he enjoys his work in 
Minneapolis. He appreciates how his research has the 
potential to positively impact people who are struggling 
with medical issues and how working in academics is a 
wonderful environment to collaborate and interact with 
others. Spanbauer’s job is always changing and adapting to 
new innovations, so learning new things helps him stay in-
volved. Spanbauer states that data is one of the backbones 
of scientific research and everyone obtains results out of 
the data that they have gathered. Due to this, statisticians 
frequently end up collaborating with researchers from 
many different fields in areas that they are not trained in. 
Spanbauer’s work has the ability to change lives, as well as 
change the face of research as it is known today.

Life in high school for Spanbauer was a good one. He 
enjoyed attending events and going to sports games. He 
also states that the education at Lourdes Academy posi-
tively impacted and prepared him for life after high school. 
Spanbauer appreciates that beyond the personalized edu-
cation that Lourdes offers, the smaller student body makes 
for close-knit relationships and instills a sense of com-

throughout Oshkosh.
  “Word of mouth and recommendations from previous 
customers have almost entirely held this business up. My 
number one goal with each customer is to not only leave 
them satisfied with the product, but to leave them im-
pressed.”
  Wagner stays humble with his early success and looks 
for opportunities to donate his work back to the commu-
nity, including past Lourdes dinner auctions.
  Wagner is back to living a healthier lifestyle, one that 
he takes a lot of pride in. His family is his top priority. His 
new career allows him to enjoy time with his wife Kate 
(Cuttill) (‘11) and watch their children Grace (3) and 
Howard (11 months) grow up.
  Wagner is also quick to recognize Lourdes for the role 
they have played in his life. Michael’s mother, Lisa (‘80), 
brother, Ryan (‘12), grandmother-in-law, Sally (‘62) and 
father-in-law, Mike (‘83), all attended Lourdes.
  “I certainly wouldn’t be where I am today without 
Lourdes…The Lourdes family produces some of the best 
individuals in our communities. Individuals who create 
businesses, who employ hundreds of people in the area, 
and who have helped our community grow to become a 
better place for families in the area.”
 Follow Wagner Woodworks on Facebook at 
www.facebook.com/WagnerWoodworksLLC.

A full cabinet done by Michael Wagner at Wagner 
Woodworks.

A Boy Under the Stars: Charley 
Spanbauer’s Success Story

Charley Spanbauer at the Medical 
College of Wisconsin

Lourdes Academy Alumni
Memorial Mass

November 22, 2022
Mass: 9:30 a.m. Brunch: 10:30 a.m.

Most Blessed Sacrament
St. Peter's Site
449 High Ave., Oshkosh

RSVP: Jody Ruark
920-426-3626 ext. 541
jruark@lourdes.today

By: Kathleen O’Connor



The Lourdes class of 1971 held its 51st class reunion on 
August 27, 2022 at the Elks Club in Oshkosh.  It was 
attended by 54 people who enjoyed seeing each other 
again after waiting 11 years since their last reunion.  A 
good time was had by all as evidenced by people having 
a hard time leaving the hall when the event was over.   
Some who could not attend on August 27th did come to 
an informal gathering the night before at Oblios Bar.

Millie, Class of 2039

Daughter of Justine Siep-
mann Haslanger (‘03) and 
Peter Haslanger (‘03)

Granddaughter of Jan 
Kellerman Haslanger (‘65) 
and Mark Haslanger

Future Knights

Upcoming Events

Saturday, November 19, 2022
Lourdes Academy ~ 110 N. Sawyer St.

8:00 AM ~ 3:00 PM

Over 150 Vendors!           Crafts Galore!       
     

Bake Sale & Concessions!

Event Parking Shuttles Available      $3.00 Admission

For more information, contact Kim Stelzer
Phone:  (920) 252-3458    Email:  stelzerks@yahoo.com

Hadley, Class of 2039

Daughter of Gabrielle 
Burns Jacobs (‘07) and 
Kurt Jacobs

Granddaughter of Ann 
Luker Burns (‘85) and Todd 
Burns (‘82)

The Lourdes Class of 1972 held their 50th class reunion 
on Thursday, August 18, 2022. Classmates enjoyed 
a night together at The Waters. Mary Salzer Gomoll 
shared a welcome, along with thoughts and a prayer for 
those classmates who have passed away and are dearly 
missed. The turnout was awesome with 62 classmates 
in attendance, plus spouses and several teachers. The 
50th reunion was planned by Sue Schmid, Claire Mueller 
Kleinschmit, Patti Grill Frohrib, Mary Salzer Gomoll and 
Patti Brown Benz.

Class Reunions

munity and empathy in its students. Spanbauer believes 
that the values that Lourdes fosters have benefited him 
throughout his life. Unfortunately, Spanbauer cannot 
pick a favorite teacher, but would like to give thanks to 
his math teachers as his job is mostly quantitative. He 
believes that all of his teachers together provided a well-
rounded education to prepare him for the rest of his life.

Today, Charley Spanbauer lives in Minneapolis with 
his wife, Catie, their dog, Lucy, and their grumpy, black 
cat called Puck. They enjoy hiking along the Mississippi 
river in the warmer months, gardening, and cooking. In 
Spanbauer’s line of work, that sort of balance is key. 

Charley Spanbauer’s story is an inspirational one. With 
the work ethic and skills that he gained in high school, 
he thrived in college and achieved a successful life. Char-
ley Spanbauer, in the courtyard of his senior year, was 
just a high school kid with possibilities as infinite as the 
stars above him, and where his life took him is a journey 
everyone can admire.
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UPCOMING LOURDES ALL-CLASS REUNIONUPCOMING LOURDES ALL-CLASS REUNION

Planning a reunion? Contact Brett Baehman at 920-426-3626, ext. 550 or bbaehman@lourdes.today for 
assistance. Lourdes Academy offers free mailing lists and facilities usage for Lourdes class reunions.

THE SHIELD
Lourdes Academy Alumni Newsletter

Lourdes Academy
250 North Sawyer Street
Oshkosh, WI 54902

Like Lourdes Academy on Facebook; follow us 
on Twitter @lourdesacademy1; follow us on 
Instagram at instagram.com/lourdesalumni/
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Mark your calendars for a one-of-a-kind reunion for all classes as we celebrate Lourdes Academy’s 63rd anniversary! Join 
us for mass celebrated by alumni priests, a military fly-over tribute, tasty food by alumni-owned restaurants, entertain-
ment, and plenty of memories and nostalgia! Visit www.lourdes.today/uknighted for more information about the re-
union and family friendly events taking place at Lourdes before the event. We are looking for volunteers to be part of this 
exciting event! If you are interested, please contact Karen Boehm at (920) 426-3626 ext. 546 or kboehm@lourdes.today.

Additional funds raised by the event will go directly to the Bill Behring Staff Endowment Fund. 

U-Knighted for Life All-Class Reunion
Saturday, June 10, 2023 • 5-10 p.m. 

Lourdes Academy High School, 110 N. Sawyer St.


