
each student in kindergarten through 
high school receiving their own 
Chromebook. Curriculum-driven 
technology is being incorporated into 
each class, and staff have received 
professional development training on 
using technology in the classroom. In 
the event a class or the system has to 
transition to e-learning at any time 
in the coming year, students will be 
ready.
 The Lourdes Academy Knights 
and Lady Knights are also excited to 
kick off their fall sports seasons with 
football, volleyball, boys soccer, girls 
tennis and cross country. WIAA gave 
schools the option to continue with 
fall sports under a modifi ed schedule, 

1959 2019

 The hallways are fi lled with 
chatter, and classrooms are buzzing 
with knowledge as Lourdes Academy 
students returned to in-person learn-
ing on August 25. Safety protocols 
have been implemented to protect 
students and staff, including modi-
fi ed schedules, daily temperature 
checks, modifi ed pick-up and drop-
off procedures, and social distancing. 
Outdoor spaces are being put to 
good use to provide much needed 
mask breaks. Students in middle and 
high school also have the option to 
join classes virtually via Lourdes’ e-
Academy.
 Lourdes implemented a 1 to 1 
Technology Program this year with 
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Safety protocols help keep students and staff 
safe in a hands-on learning environment.

Lourdes Academy kicked off its Fall sports 
season with a modifi ed schedule.

1 to 1 Chromebooks keep students 
connected in the classroom and beyond.

postpone all fall sports until spring 
or cancel the season completely. 
Lourdes Academy decided to move 
forward with all their high school 
and middle school fall sports under a 
modifi ed schedule.
 Activities Director Kevin Wopat 
said, “We plan to promote live 
streaming of as many events as 
we can. Patience will be a key as 
there are likely to be many schedule 
changes throughout the fall.”
 At this time, only families of 
athletes will be able to attend games, 
but fans can cheer on the teams 
from home. Watch for livestream 
links on Lourdes Academy’s Facebook 
page and YouTube channel.



It’s a Great day to be a Knight!It’s a Great day to be a Knight!

Class of 2011 graduate Ben Johnson (left) and Kevin Ripley 
(right) were ordained to the priesthood in July with 
Bishop David Ricken. Fr. Ben is serving as the associate 
pastor at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Manitowoc. Fr. 
Kevin is serving as the associate pastor at St. Raphael the 
Archangel Parish in Oshkosh and as the new chaplain at 
Lourdes Academy.

Athletes are riding to games in style in two new vans 
purchased by the Lourdes Academy Booster Club. A 
great big thank you to all who have supported the 
Booster Club to make the purchase of these vehicles 
possible. Special thank you to Bergstrom Automotive and 
Image 360 for the vans and awesome graphics.

Lourdes Academy High School students celebrate Mass 
with a special Eucharistic Procession to kick off the 
school year and bring “Jesus” home to the chapel.

Mass brings Jesus back to Lourdes

Booster Club donates branded vans

Alumnus ordained to priesthood

The Heinzen Family (pictured Zoe - Grade 3) and Botany 
students, Tyler Budde (‘21) and Rudy Kuklinski (‘21), 
rolled up their sleeves for courtyard cleanup. The court-
yard provides respite for mask breaks and quiet refl ection 
(socially-distanced of course).

Courtyard gets makeover

A full course of golfers came out for Lourdes Academy’s 
Tee It Up for Kids Golf Outing at Lake Breeze Golf Club 
on August 21. The event, sponsored by Ganther Con-
struction/Architecture, raised more than $47,000, which 
helps bridge the gap between tuition and the actual cost 
to educate a student. The Starshak family (from right): 
Trista (‘25), Christine (‘21), Michael and Michael (‘23) 
teamed up for the event.

Golfers fi ll course at Lake Breeze

Ruth McKone celebrated 
her 99th birthday on 
September 16. Mrs. 
McKone helped keep 
the high school offi ce 
running and in good 
order for many years 
as the school secretary. 
Congratulations! God’s 
blessings to you Ruth!

Happy 99th Mrs. McKone
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Haasl’s work brings designs to life

By Brett Baehman (Class of 2012)
 Vicki Haasl’s (‘67) living room walls are fi lled with two 
things: photos of her family and quilt designs created by 
her mother, Hilda. Family and sewing are two words that 
best defi ne Haasl’s life journey.
 Once Haasl graduated from Lourdes, she was unsure 
what her calling would be, and was not yet fascinated by 
sewing.
 “I didn’t really have a sense of direction after high 
school,” Haasl said. “I wasn’t college material.”
 Since one of her sisters worked at Oshkosh B’gosh, 
Haasl decided to give it a try and worked at the store for 
four years. After that, she decided to make a job change 
and accepted a position at King Industries.
 “This gave me the opportunity to learn so many types 
of sewing construction.”
 Her coworkers, made up mostly of working mothers, 
helped Haasl realize how intrigued she was about sewing. 
Once lunch hour came, most coworkers would shift gears 
and start sewing articles for their children.
 “Maybe there was something to this sewing thing af-
ter all, rather than just being a job,” Haasl said. “I was just 
blessed to be around them. That is truly what made me fall 
in love with (sewing).”
 King Industries closed in 1990, or Haasl insisted she 
would have worked in the factory much longer.
 Due to the closure, Haasl had an opportunity to seek a 
new adventure.
 Hilda convinced her daughter to start her own sewing 
business, Fabricreations by Vicki, in the Haasl household. 
Vicki did not do any advertising. She relied on word-of-
mouth and relationships to make her business successful. 
Even though Vicki discontinued her business last year, fam-
ily and friends are still calling to have alterations done, and 
she happily complies. 
 “It’s hard to say no,” Haasl said. “They need the work 
done, and I make sure to keep expenses really low for 
them. It’s just my nature to keep prices low.”
 Opening a business from home allowed Vicki to create 
a special bond with her mother.
 Through the years, Vicki and her mother worked on 
hundreds of quilts together. Most had a story or a name 
connected to them. Each quilt was unique in its own way. 
Hilda created the designs, then Vicki backed and batted 
the fabric to fi nish the quilt.
 Since Vicki and her six siblings all attended Lourdes, 
she felt the need to give back to the school in some way.
 The mother-daughter duo was able to do so by donat-
ing quilts for the auction dinners and making alterations to 
costumes for Madrigal dinners and musicals. Never once 

did they ask to be compensated.
 “My mother was very generous. She never did it for 
the money.”
 After Hilda passed away in February, St. Jude wanted 
to pay their respects in a special way. Hilda donated nu-
merous quilts to the church for annual craft fairs and an 
altar cover after her husband, Fred, passed away in 1998. 
After all this time, St. Jude kept the altar cloth and used 
it at Hilda’s funeral service, a deed that brought tears to 
Vicki’s eyes when she realized it.
 Vicki also decided to donate several of her mom’s fab-
rics to First English Lutheran. Some quilts were auctioned 
off at a fundraiser while others will be brought on mission 
trips to help the less-fortunate all around the world.
 Vicki, however, kept some of the patterns for herself to 
fi nish the quilts and see the fi nished product fi rsthand.
 Whenever Vicki works with fabrics, she feels that the 
piece deserves her best.
 “I never wanted it to be, ‘Oh, that’s good enough’ or 
‘They’ll never see that. They’ll never know,’” Haasl said. 
“There’s something about me that it has to be my best and 
what I am capable of.”
 Haasl credited her teachers at Lourdes for pushing her 
past her limits that allowed her to create this mindset.
 “(Lourdes) left its mark. I was blessed for the sacrifi ces 
my mom and dad made to make sure we had a good edu-
cation. I loved it (at Lourdes).” 
 Haasl is able to realize her journey through life had a 
fl ow that she was unaware of at the time, including her 
time at Lourdes.
 “It’s amazing how your life, when you look back at 
it, is full of moments that you think ‘if this wouldn’t have 
happened then this wouldn’t have happened.’ There is a 
little fl ow to it...and I am extremely blessed.”

Vicki Haasl’s (‘67) quilts consist of unique designs and beautiful 
colors, many of which were created by her mom, Hilda Haasl.



By Brett Baehman (Class of 2012)
 Who knew getting stuck on a ride 
at Six Flags Great America would lead 
to a couple creating a clothing business?
 For John (‘81) and Jana (Sitzberger-’81) Carrick, that 
happens to be their story. After getting stuck on the De-
mon at Six Flags, a young romance blossomed. The couple 
stayed together through college and eventually married. 
 John took a job at Northwestern Mutual, and the 
Carricks moved to Milwaukee. Jana found herself working 
in the human resources department for various machining 
and manufacturing companies. However, she never lost her 
knack for fashion and design. In 2017, Jana began working 
for Cabi Clothing. This allowed her to create clothing lines 
to match personal taste and choices. Something still felt 
off, and Jana was not getting the fulfi llment she desired.
 After John retired in September 2018, the couple 
decided to start their own clothing business in May 2019, 
Jana Carrick Designs, LLC. Jana acts as the designer while 
John handles the behind-the-scenes work: accounting, 
ordering materials, website design, and more.
 Jana was fortunate enough to stumble upon a quality 
fabric that she felt comfortable with. The fabric and design 
she envisioned for her fi rst piece could double up as a 
casual outfi t or a cornerstone for a classy wardrobe.
 The fi rst product took roughly eight drafts to complete 
the fi nished product and only consisted of one style: a 
black crew neck short-sleeve dress.
 The Carricks decided to offer multiple styles know-
ing that this is what the consumers sought. That one style 
quickly turned into four other styles that were available 
in 8-10 colors and prints. The couple also decided to sell 
dress accessories, something John never envisioned once 
they began the company.
 Other than their website, John and Jana have partici-
pated in pop-up vendors, private appointments and Makers 
Markets to spread the awareness of their products.
 With success, also comes challenges. These tasks 
include trying to create the next product, keeping mo-
mentum with new products, fi nding sewers and pattern 
makers, building and maintaining relationships within the 

profession and trying to compete with low-cost, overseas 
competition. Jana also works at Trace-A-Matic when she is 
not designing her next product.
 “There’s a lot we can learn from this about the industry, 
suppliers and how you produce products,” John said. “We’re 
certainly not expert marketers so we have a lot to learn.”
 Even with the challenges, John and Jana fi nd great ap-
preciation in their new business. It allows the couple to do 
something together and fi nd a common goal. A main goal 
for them is to give back to the community. They were able 
to do this by partnering with the Make-A-Wish Foundation 
for a project. In doing so, the Carrick’s established unique 
friendships within the industry.
 Jana also fi nds great joy in helping other women 
fi nd confi dence and allowing them to “style their story” 
through her designs.
 “It goes back to being able to watch the transformation 
of someone that goes into a dressing room not feeling 
comfortable, great, and coming out standing taller every 
time they try something else on,” Jana said. “Our dress has 
helped women feel more confi dent in themselves. To be able 
to take that and give back fi nancially has been rewarding.”
 John credited a teacher during his time at Lourdes for 
breaking out of his professional shell and taking on this 
journey.
 “People like Bill (Behring), when he was my teacher 
with all the science classes, he always encouraged people 
to try new things,” John said. “That’s how I got into com-
puter programing. (Behring) was willing to explore things. 
Over the years, that’s what we’ve been able to do.”
 The couple currently targets the Milwaukee area for 
consumers but is hoping to expand to the Fox Valley and 
other parts of the state soon.
 If you are interested in John and Jana’s latest products, 
visit their website, janacarrickdesigns.com, fi nd them on 
Facebook at facebook.com/janacarrickdesigns or on 
Instagram at instagram.com/jana_carrick_designs/.

Jana and John (‘81) Carrick run Jana 
Carrick Designs, LLC

Lourdes is accepting Award 
nominations through October 31
Outstanding Alumni | Distinguished 
Stewardship | Athletic Hall of Fame

Nominations are now being accepted for several 
Lourdes Academy Awards, including Outstanding 
Alumni, Distinguished Stewardship and Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Winners will be selected by the end of the year, 
and awards will be presented at the 10th 
Annual Awards & Recognition Banquet on Friday, June 
11, 2021. Nomination forms and details can be found 
at www.lourdes.today/awards. For more information, 
contact Karen Boehm at (920) 426-3626 ext. 546 or 
kboehm@lourdes.today.

Clothing line instills confi dence



Amanda Zinthefer - Pastoral Youth Minister
 Lourdes Academy is excited to 
welcome three new staff members 
to the middle and high school this 
school year.
 Amanda Zinthefer joined the staff 
as the pastoral youth minister. Prior 
to joining our Lourdes Academy 
Family, Zinthefer taught Theology 
at St. Mary Springs Academy and 
was a high school coordinator at 

Holy Family Church, both located in Fond du lac. She is 
looking forward to getting to know our Lourdes Academy 
students and creating an organized framework for stu-
dents to participate in their faith outside of the classroom.
 When talking about her own faith, Zinthefer says, “I 
love Jesus a lot! I try to spend every day loving Him and 
being loved by Him...with varying success of course!”
 With degrees in Theology and Psychology from 
Marquette University, in addition to coordinating oppor-
tunities for students to practice their faith, Zinthefer will 
assist in the middle school counseling offi ce; lead lessons 
in middle school classrooms; and support students in 
their overall social and emotional health. 

Audrey Conley - MS Math and Science Teacher
 Audrey Conley is excited to join Lourdes Academy 
as the 6th grade math and science teacher. Growing 
up, she attended St. Mary’s, a local Catholic school in 
Marathon, WI. Because of this, Catholic education has 

a special place in her heart. After 
high school, Conley attended UW-
Madison.
 “I was blessed to be able to at-
tend UW-Madison,” said Conley. 
“The St. Paul Center on campus 
helped form my faith while my 
classes deepened my knowledge 
of the natural world.”
 Conley returned to St. Mary’s in 

Marathon after graduating from UW-Madison and taught 
middle school science for three years. During this time 
she married her husband Andrew, and welcomed her 
daughter Clare into the world. Andrew’s job at Oshkosh 
Corporation brought Conley and her family to Oshkosh, 
and she says, “The Lord’s providence guided me to the 
community at Lourdes. I am so blessed to be here!”
 Conley shares the following about her approach 
to teaching, “In my classes I strive to show the wonder 
and complexity of God’s creation. Math and science 
are amazing subjects to study because they can help us 
glimpse how God ordered the universe. Chatting with 
students about what in nature ignites their curiosity is my 
absolute favorite part of teaching.”

Alyssa Dillon - MS Reading and Social Studies
 Alyssa Dillon grew up in West Bend, WI, and is the 
daughter of two teachers. She pursued her fi rst degrees 
at UW-Stevens Point and graduated with Bachelors in 
Dance, German, and Business Administration. After 
graduation, she moved to Appleton and for nine years 
worked as a dance instructor. A few years ago Dillon 
decided to go back to school at UW-Oshkosh to pursue 
her love of teaching. 
 “I am excited to help students grow in their devotion 
to their studies and draw even closer to God, the source 
of all knowledge,” said Dillon. “I look forward to 
teaching both reading and social studies, and hope to 
help students become life-long learners.”
 Dillon and her husband got married two years ago 
and have two dogs, Della and Starfi re. Outside of school, 
she enjoys traveling, hiking, camping, reading and 
spending time with her family.

Lourdes welcomes new staff membersLourdes welcomes new staff members

Amanda Zinthefer

Audrey Conley

Lourdes Fund supports 
faith-based learning
 Lourdes Academy strives to keep tuition afford-
able for all families who desire a faith-fi lled learning 
environment. The Lourdes Fund provides valuable 
resources that “bridge the gap” between tuition and 
the actual cost to educate a student at Lourdes. Some 
of the ways these general operating dollars support 
our students and staff include:
 • Learning resources: Guided Reading books,  
  science equipment, electronic textbooks & MORE.
 • 1 to 1 technology: K-12 students each received 
  their own Chromebook this year.
 • Tuition assistance: Lourdes is committed to 

making Catholic education accessible to all 
families regardless of income. 

 • Cleaning supplies: Returning to in-person 
learning requires a commitment to provide a safe, 
healthy and clean environment for students and 
staff. Thousands of dollars will be spend this year 
on hand sanitizer, masks and disinfectant alone.

 • Athletics: Lourdes kicked off its fall sports 
season, albeit with limited fans, restrictions and a 
shorter season. Go Knights!

 • Arts: New instruments were purchased adding 
  depth to the band.

 Help us advance our mission with a gift to the 
Lourdes Fund. Look for your Lourdes Fund mailing in 
November or give online today at 
www.Lourdes.Today/LourdesFund. 

Thank you for your support!
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Alumni Memorial Mass
Tuesday, November 24, 2020 • 9:30 a.m.

St. Raphael the Archangel Parish, 830 S. Westhaven Dr.
A meal will not be served following the mass this year due 

to COVID. 

Lourdes Academy Dinner Auction
Saturday, April 24, 2021 • 5:30 p.m.

EAA, 3000 Poberezny Rd.
This will be a hybrid event with an option for in-person 

attendance and online involvement.

2020 & 2021 Awards & Recognition Dinner
Friday, June 11, 2021 • 5:30 p.m.

Best Western Premier Waterfront Hotel, 1 N. Main St.
Lourdes Academy will recognize its 2020 and 2021 award 

winners at this event.

61st Anniversary “U-Knighted for Life” 
All-Class Reunion

Saturday, June 12, 2021
Lourdes Academy Middle/High School, 110 N. Sawyer St.

Join alumni, faculty and friends of Lourdes as we 
celebrate the rich history and traditions upon which 

Lourdes was built.

2021 Tee It Up for Kids Golf Outing
Friday, August 20, 2021 

8 a.m. registration, 10 a.m. shotgun start
Lake Breeze Golf Club, 6333 Ball Prairie Ln.

For more information and event details, click on the 
“Signature Events” link at www.lourdes.today.

Or contact Jody Ruark at 920-426-3626, ext. 541 or 
jruark@lourdes.today for assistance.
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Lourdes Academy has evaluated the timing of its events to ensure that they are being held at a time that allows for 
maximum participation and involvement. Lourdes Academy is excited to announce a new event schedule for 2020-21.


