
fl ing of divisions based on schools not 
playing, limited in-person fans and 
having to wear masks, the list of 
athletic accomplishments for this 
year’s team is long. Preston Ruedinger 
(‘21) received 1st Team All Conference 
honors, joined the 2,000 point club, 
was named Conference Player of the 
Year, and fi nished his season in the 
top 17 for career scoring in Wisconsin 
Boys Basketball history.
 Joshua Bauer (‘21) was also 
named 1st Team All Conference, and 
Jack McKellips (‘21) and Jack Huiz-
enga (‘21) received 2nd Team All Con-
ference. Nathan Slagter (‘21) over-
came a torn ACL earlier in the year to 

 “There’s nothing I love more 
than to make people smile, and in 
a year when we all need something 
to smile about, we were able to 
provide that just for a little bit,” said 
Lourdes Academy Boys Basketball 
Coach Dennis Ruedinger in a press 
conference following the WIAA State 
Championship game. 
 The Knights overcame a 20-point 
defi cit in the fi rst half to take home 
the gold ball in a buzzer-beater game 
against The Prairie School, securing 
their fi rst WIAA State title. The 
Knights won a WISAA State 
Championship in 1999.
 Despite challenges like the reshuf-

Volume 8, Issue 3   Spring 2021

Athletics develop character, provide hope

THE
SHIELD

Lourdes Academy Knights won the WIAA Division 4 State Championship in LaCrosse in a buzzer-beater fi nish on March 5.

score the game-winning basket.
 The season was not about the 
culmination of great basketball talent 
however, said Dennis Ruedinger. It 
is measured by character, heart and 
passion.
 “You motivate and inspire those 
around you,” he added in an address 
to the team. “Your legacy is not gold 
balls; it’s the type of man you 
become.”
 The Knights and Lady Knights 
found success beyond the state 
tournament.
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 Hope Burns (‘21) joined the 
1,000 point club, received 1st Team 
All Conference and was named 
Conference Player of the Year. Molly
Moore (‘23) received 2nd Team All 
Conference, and Charley Mullen 
(’24) received Honorable Mention.
 In other sports, Mason 
Carpenter (‘24) took fi fth place in 
the D3 Individual State Wrestling 
Tournament at the 106-pound 
weight class. Owen Konop (‘23) 
broke a 32-year-old relay record as 
part of the Oshkosh North/Lourdes 
swim co-op in their sectional meet.
 “I’m most proud of our kids 
and coaches not creating excuses 
and appreciating the opportunity to 
participate,” said Lourdes Academy 
Activities Director Kevin Wopat. 
“They maximized their opportunities,
and all teams and coaches should 
be proud of their accomplishments 
throughout the winter season.”

ATHLETICS...from Page 1

Hometown Heroes! Future Knights gather for a picture with the boys basketball team at a 
welcome back parade following the State Championship game.

Mason Carpenter (‘24), with Coach 
Steve Heinzl (‘98), placed 5th in 
the D3 Individual State Wrestling 
Tournament.

Owen Konop (left-’23) broke a 32-year-old record 
as part of the Oshkosh North/Lourdes swim co-op 
in their sectional meet.

Hope Burns (‘21) joined the 1,000 point 
club this year.

Class of 1962 
60th Reunion

Mid September 2022
Details to be Determined

Contact Pat Schumerth for 
more information

920-379-6058 

Awards Dinner still slated for June 2021
(Note Date & Location Change)

Thursday, June 10, 2021 | 5:30 p.m.
Oshkosh Convention Center, 2 N. Main Street

Lourdes Academy’s 10th Annual Awards & Recognition Dinner will 
recognize 2020 and 2021 winners. 

The event has been moved to the Oshkosh Convention 
Center to allow plenty of space for social distancing.

2020 Winners
• Outstanding Alumni - Karlene 

Grabner (‘92)
• Distinguished Stewardship - 

Mary (Kerrigan) Buttke (‘70)
• Athletic Hall of Fame - 1969 

State Track Team & George 
Benz (‘71)

• Stanley Spanbauer Education & 
Leadership - Lasky Family

• Silver Swords - Maddie Van 
Vreede, Karen Coats, Carrie 
O’Connor

2021 Winners
• Outstanding Alumni - Pending 

Acceptance
• Distinguished Stewardship - 

Patty (Putzer) Neubauer (‘79)
• Athletic Hall of Fame - Dave 

Lambert (‘88)
• Stanley Spanbauer Education 

& Leadership - Andrew Thorson
• Silver Swords - Rob Mullen, 

Alissa Schade, Dan Heiser

For more information or to register, visit Lourdes.today/Awards or contact 
Jody Ruark at (920) 426-3626, ext. 541 or jruark@lourdes.today.



Erik Schwartz poses with his side-by-side race car. He is currently in 
his fi fth season of racing and credits Lourdes for his success in racing 
and engineering.
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 When Erik Schwartz graduated in 2014, he knew he 
wanted to pursue his passion of being an engineer. But 
there was another passion he wanted to pursue as well: 
racing. For some, it might have been hard to connect the 
two. But for Schwartz, he found his niche pretty quickly. 
 After graduating, Schwartz went to Lake Superior 
State University and graduated with a Bachelor’s of Science 
degree in mechanical engineering with a concentration in 
robotics and automation. For some, the transition to col-
lege life can be challenging and scary. But for Schwartz, the 
transition from high school to college was pretty seamless.
 “The transition from high school to college was some-
thing we always talked about at Lourdes,” Schwartz said. 
“There were many similarities between my college life and my 
life at Lourdes that focused around that small school feel.”
 After graduating college, Schwartz started at Plexus in 
Neenah as a mechanical engineer. From there, he moved 
to the automated solutions group within the company 
where he currently works.
 It was shortly after starting his career that he branched 
off into his other passion which was racing. 
 Schwartz is now the owner-driver of Schwartz Off 
Road Motorsportz, a professional UTV race team that com-
petes in the Championship Off Road Series in the Pro Mod 
SXS class. The team is made up of and driven by family and 
friends and is currently in its fi fth season.
 “It’s fun to see how far we have come as a team and as 
a family,” Schwartz said. “Four to fi ve years ago, these side-
by-side cars were brand new to off-road racing, and when 
everyone wanted in, we were one of the fi rst teams to get 

in on it and see the sport evolve to what it currently is.”
 This opened the door to some nationally-recognized 
sponsors like Bikeman Performance, Crash Addicts and 
Ultimaker to name a few. 
 “To partner with big international companies and to 
back us with their names on the side of our car has been 
so fulfi lling for us,” Schwartz added. “We are super 
grateful to be able to work with them.”
 Schwartz credits much of his success in engineering 
and racing to his time at Lourdes Academy. He said 
Lourdes laid a good foundation for a work ethic which he 
applies to his world of racing, but also in his professional 
career of engineering.
 “This sport is really hard and there are guys out here 
that do this for a living, and I’m trying to compete against 
them,” Schwartz said. “So we work extra hard to compete 
with these guys and be on the same level, which takes a 
lot of work ethic, and Lourdes helped me prepare for this.”
 Schwartz also says his math classes at Lourdes set him 
up to be in a really good place when entering college. He 
says this has played a major role in his racing and engi-
neering success. And even though it has been six years 
since graduating from Lourdes, some things are still at the 
forefront of his memory.
 “Dr. V’s (Ron Vandenhouten) calculus classes were 
always special for me, and he was a phenomenal teacher 
who made math fun,” Schwartz recalled. “He would always 
talk about natural logs, which is a math term, and then pull 
out a literal log that he cut down on his property. Now every 
time I use natural log in my professional life, I think back to 
his classes and smile.”

Amy Albright, Executive Director,
Oshkosh Convention & Visitors Bureau

 The word “pivot” 
has become more than 
just a Friends catch-
phrase over the past 
year. For many, this was 
a way to ensure busi-
nesses stay open during 
a global pandemic. 
 For those in the 
tourism industry like 
Amy Albright (‘89), 
Director of the Oshkosh 
Convention & Visitor’s 
Bureau (OCVB), helping 
businesses pivot to a 
new way of operating 

Accelerating Towards Success
Lourdes Alumnus takes his math and science skills to 
the race track

Leading Business Through Change
Graduate helps keep Oshkosh businesses open 
through new marketing initiatives 



helped keep businesses open when they were forced to 
physically close when the pandemic hit a year ago. 
 As a non-profi t organization that is primarily funded by 
room tax dollars and focuses on tourism, the OCVB had to 
get creative on how to market to the tourism industry.
 “We really encouraged people to be a tourist in their 
own town because if you can’t travel somewhere, how 
about you use some of those dollars to support local 
businesses in your community that you care about,” 
Albright said. 
 She also said that restaurants that pivoted to takeout, 
delivery and curbside service saw the most success. Some 
businesses like Pete’s Garage even stepped up their delivery 
service to offer some light during a dark time.
 “Pete’s garage was delivering food in costumes and 
doing anything they could to get people’s attention and 
make it fun for those who were working, and those who 
were getting food,” Albright said. “Sometimes you would 
see someone dressed in a banana costume riding on a 
moped delivering food, or the Kool-Aid Man delivering food. 
It was so refreshing to see some fun during a dark time.”

 Albright credits her time at Lourdes for being prepared 
to help businesses fi gure out how to market themselves or 
navigate through the hard times.
 “Lourdes provided a great environment to try a lot of 
new things and the relationships you build can also carry 
you through life,” Albright said. “I still connect and consult 
with friends and colleagues from Lourdes that are near and 
far, and I value those relationships so much.”
 Albright said with as much as Oshkosh has progressed, 
she hopes alumni who moved away can come back and 
see how much the community has changed.
 “I think what people don’t realize is how much 
Oshkosh has progressed since they were in town last,” 
Albright said. “We are really in an upswing and have a lot 
of momentum even during and after the pandemic, so I 
encourage people to come here and check in and see what 
all is going on.”

Navigating Through the Unknown
2012 graduate helps downtown Oshkosh businesses 
fi nd new ways to operate during pandemic

 When Lourdes 
alumna Jessica 
Meidl (‘12) started 
her new role as 
manager of the 
Downtown Busi-
ness Improvement 
District (BID) of 
Oshkosh on March 
2, 2020, she didn’t 
know what she 
was in for. Two 
weeks after she 
started, most busi-
nesses were shut 
down because of 
the pandemic and 
the fear of the 
unknown was imminent. 
 “Not only did I have to learn this job pretty quickly, but 
I also had to fi gure out how I was going to help all of these 
businesses that were forced to close their doors,” Meidl 
said. “I had to help fi gure out a plan on how to keep them 
going, even though they were physically closed.” 
 The Downtown BID was created in 1987 to assist 
downtown business owners in coordinating their marketing, 
promotion, property management, revitalization and 
retention program efforts. The BID also assists with new 
business development initiatives and gives property and 
business owners a role in directing the activities. 
 Even though the BID has more than 30 years of experi-
ence helping businesses grow and succeed in Oshkosh, it 
faced a new challenge: fi nding ways for businesses to stay 
open when they were forced to close their doors. That’s 
where Meidl came in to help.
 “I have a background in digital marketing, which was 
helpful in fi nding ways for businesses to adapt and maybe 
take sales online and fi nd ways to get the word out there a 
little differently than they probably had in the past,” Meidl 
said. 

Jessica Meidl helps businesses navigate 
uncharted territory in her role with the 
Downtown Business Improvement District.

Employees at Pete’s Garage dressed up in costume to add some fun 
to their delivery service.

Downtown Oshkosh businesses see more activity as places expand 
curbside service and maintain social distance guidelines.

DOWNTOWN...Continued on next page



 After graduating from Lourdes 
Academy in 2012, Meidl went to 
UW Oshkosh and graduated with a 
degree in interactive web 
management which at the time, 
was a newer and smaller program.
 “One thing I loved about going 
to Lourdes was the sense of com-
munity and closeness it provided,” 
Meidl said. “I think that sense of 
community is what developed 
me into someone who is passion-
ate about working within a close 
community, and I feel that is how I 
ended up where I am today.”
 Miedl said that the downtown 
businesses have been really resilient 
during these hard times and have 
embraced change and each other 
to fi nd new ways to be creative in 
selling items, services and reaching 
new people and customers.
 And even in the darkness, new 
life and growth is emerging. Meidl 
credits this to how the community 
is coming together and standing 
strong in the wake of a global 
pandemic. 
 “We have had a lot of businesses 
expand in some ways and open 
which is crazy to think about, but 
again, says a lot about the resilience 
of these downtown Oshkosh busi-
nesses,” Meidl said. “We had three 
new businesses open so far in 2021 
which makes it feel like there is still 
some momentum and excitement 
within our community.”
 As many businesses are trying 
to look towards the future in hopes 
of fi nding normality and stability 
return, Meidl is confi dent Oshkosh 
will continue to prosper for years to 
come.
 “I think everyone is feeling 
eager to get back to normal, and I 
feel there is a light at the end of the 
tunnel,” Meidl said. “I think a lot of 
people in the community supported 
local more than they ever had in the 
past, and this will continue to help 
these businesses grow and 
succeed.”

Join alumni and friends as we celebrate Catholic Education

Purchase raffl e tickets for a chance to win
• Jet Ski with Trailer ($100 / ticket)

Sponsored by Quandt Plumbing & Friends of Lourdes

• Nordic Mountain Family Season Pass ($75 / ticket)
Sponsored by Lourdes Board of Trustees & Foundation Board

• CZ Supreme Field 12-Gauge Shotgun ($50 / ticket)
Sponsored Friends of Lourdes

• 10 Cubic Foot Chest Freezer & Meat ($25 / ticket)
Sponsored by SBG Financial & Crossroads Market

Contact Jody Ruark at jruark@lourdes.today or 
920-426-3626 ext. 541.

Event Sponsor

See what’s in store
• Silent Auction Items: including sports memorabilia, 

home decor, kids games & more
• Knights Top Hits: 

DOWNTOWN...from previous 
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43rd Annual Virtual Auction43rd Annual Virtual Auction

Saturday, April 17, 2021 • 6:30 p.m.Saturday, April 17, 2021 • 6:30 p.m.
Attend virtually at no charge!Attend virtually at no charge!
www.Lourdes.Today/Auction www.Lourdes.Today/Auction 
to register or for more informationto register or for more information

~ Gaga Ball Pit

~ Aaron Rodgers 
   Autographed Jersey

~ Beautiful vacation 
   properties in Whitefi sh, 
   MT; Summit Lake, WI; & 
   Captiva Island, FL

• Experience Lourdes: Get a behind-the-scenes 
look inside our classrooms

• Hear Our Story: Students, staff, alumni & families 
share why they love Lourdes!

• “Hats Off to Education”: Show your Knight Pride 
with caps, beanies or bucket hats
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Rescheduled - Mark Your Calendar for 2022

U-Knighted4Life ReunionU-Knighted4Life Reunion
Celebrating Lourdes’ 60th 62nd Anniversary
Saturday, June 11, 2022 • 5-10 p.m.
Lourdes Academy High School, 110 N. Sawyer St.

TO VOLUNTEER OR FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Karen Boehm at (920) 426-3626, ext. 546 

or kboehm@lourdes.today.
WWW.LOURDES.TODAY/REUNIONS 

Help the Lourdes Alumni Association bring 
this exciting event to life!
Contact Karen Boehm for 
information on volunteer opportunities.

• Mass with Lourdes alumni/faculty 
priests

• Food from local alumni-owned 
establishments

• Memorabilia, prizes & games
• Fun, interactive music & 

entertainment

Join us in 2022 for a one-of-a-kind reunion for all 
classes to celebrate Lourdes Academy’s 62nd anniversary.

Lourdes pursues campaign to 
unite students on one campus

 Lourdes Academy is in the early stages 
of the one by One capital campaign that 
will address the need to bring all 4K-12th 
grade students on one contiguous campus 
and upgrade its technological offerings. 
 “We are thrilled to have the support 
of Bishop Ricken and Fr. Dan Felton, as 
well as Fr. Louis Golamari from St. Jude the 
Apostle, Fr. Tom Long from St. Raphael the 
Archangel, and Fr. Jerry Pastors from Most 
Blessed Sacrament,” said System President 
John Dinegan. 
 We have also engaged key leaders from 
our community to serve on a Campaign
Leadership Team to share the campaign 
with others in our community. Our initial 
conversations have been fruitful, and we 
are already more than halfway to our over-
all goal of $10 million, Dinegan added.
 Alumni will be receiving information on 
how they can best support the campaign in 
the coming month. Please pray for the suc-
cess of the campaign and for the wisdom 
our leaders need as they chart this new path.


