
1959 2019

 Teachers got 
creative the last few 
months of school as 
they adapted their 
classroom lesson 
plans for online 
learning. For high 
school Sacraments 
teacher, Mrs. Abby 
Mikesell, this meant 
reaching out to 
members of the 
community and 
inviting them to talk 
with students about 
different aspects of 
the sacraments.
 While learning 
about the Sacrament 
of Holy Orders, 
Father Tom Long 
from St. Raphael 
the Archangel Catholic Church joined the virtual class and 
shared the process he went through while discerning to be 
a priest. He also answered questions from students – ev-
erything from “What is one thing you wish you could do, 
but can’t as a priest?” to “How did you know you wanted 
to be priest?”
 When it came time to learn about the Sacrament of 
Marriage, Mikesell arranged a virtual panel discussion with 
engaged and married couples who talked with students 
about preparing for the Sacrament of Marriage and the 
grace they received from that sacrament.
 In middle school, religion teacher Miss Jen Andrysczyk 
wanted to fi nd ways to help students continue to practice 
their faith at home. So for a class project she asked stu-
dents to create a chapel at home.
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Middle school students designed their 
own chapel at home as part of an 
e-learning project for religion class.

  Andrysczyk shared with her students, “We can-
not attend Sunday Mass right now, and will not have our 
weekly chapel day as a class — but Jesus is still inviting you 
to spend personal time with him!”
 “I think what students appreciated most about these 
discussions and projects was the opportunity to hear how 
people stayed close to God during times of uncertainty and 
discerned their vocation to marriage and the priesthood,” 
said Mikesell. “As they discern their own vocations, I hope 
they will remember that their path may take unexpected 
turns, yet our Lord will always lead them to fullness of 
life.”   
 Read more about e-learning on the Lourdes blog at 
lifeatlourdes.wordpress.com.



It’s a Great Day to be a Knight!It’s a Great Day to be a Knight!

Lourdes honors outstanding alumni, 
staff, volunteers
 Lourdes Academy’s annual Awards & Recognition 
Dinner was postponed due to COVID, but we are hon-
ored to recognize this year’s winners in the Shield. 2020 
winners will also be recognized in person at the 2021 
event on Friday, April 30 at LaSure’s Banquet Hall. For 
their full biographies, visit Lourdes.today/awards. 

Outstanding Alumni - Karlene Grabner Leitch
 Karlene Grabner Leitch (‘92) has dedicated her life to 
improving the Oshkosh Community. As the director 
of donor services for the Oshkosh Area Community 
Foundation, she has been a part of countless projects 
that have touched every corner of the city. She has raised 
millions of dollars to improve infrastructure, build com-
munity events, and highlight the arts to name a few.

Distinguished Stewardship - Mary Buttke 
 Mary (Kerrigan) Buttke (‘70) has served as a 
volunteer in the Lourdes Academy system in many 
capacities for more than 20 years. Currently, she is 
serving as president of the Lourdes Foundation, assist-
ing with the campus unifi cation project and leading the 
charge with the new Lourdes Alumni Association.

Athletic Hall of Fame - George Benz and 1969 State 
Track Team
 George Benz (’71) was a multi-sport athlete, having 
lettered in basketball and track and fi eld, setting records 
in basketball and leading the team to a conference title. 
The 1969 Track team set numerous records, went unde-
feated in dual meets and secured the school’s fi rst state 
title.

Silver Sword Awards - Carrie O’Connor (‘96), 
Maddie Van Vreede & Karen Coats
 Silver Sword Awards are presented to teachers who 
go above and beyond to foster a love of life-long learning 
in their classrooms.

Dr. Stanley Spanbauer Education & Leadership 
Award - The Lasky Family
 This award recognizes individuals who have demon-
strated a long-term commitment to Lourdes Academy and 
improving the overall quality of education in Oshkosh. 
Helaine Lasky, as well as her three sons and their wives, 
Mark and Kristen, Jason and Courtney, and Bradford and 
Maureen, are dedicated to enhancing educational oppor-
tunities for children in the Oshkosh community.

Retirees - Lori Balistrieri, Marci Escamilla and Ron 
Vandenhouten

“Tee It Up for Kids” Golf Outing & 
Party on the Patio
Friday, August 21, 2020 

Lake Breeze Golf Club, Winneconne

Golf - $125 per person
8 am registration & breakfast | 10 am shotgun start

Party on the Patio - $25 per person
1:30 pm - Old Fashioned & Mimosa tastings, food & fun!

3 pm - Happy Hour & Awards

Event Sponsor

For more information or to register, contact Jody Ruark at 
920.426.3626, ext. 541 or jruark@lourdes.today.

www.Lourdes.Today/golf

Alumni fi nd love at Lourdes
 In the past 60 years, Lourdes has celebrated many 
successes, including athletic state championships, Na-
tional Merit Scholars and national STEM achievements 
to name a few. But beyond the classroom we’re fi nding 
more success stories in alumni connections. Currently, 
Lourdes boasts more than 200 married alumni couples, 
and that number is growing. So what’s the connection? Is 
love blossoming in Botany class? Are alumni experiencing 
a love reaction in Chemistry class? We may need a math 
tutorial to calculate the probability of two alumni getting 
married so instead, we just asked them. Hear from some 
of our young alum who have recently exchanged vows or 
will be making their way to the altar soon.

See inside pages for their stories.

Alumni SpotlightsAlumni Spotlights

Pick of the Course Tickets on Sale - $50 each
Package 1: 1-week stay at a beautiful 5-bedroom 
Northwoods Minocqua cabin with hot tub, sauna, 
fi replace & game room. Sleeps 10.
Package 2: 1-week Westgate Condo Getaway. Choose 
from a variety of destinations including Myrtle Beach, 
Orlando, Las Vegas, Manhattan, Gatlinburg & Branson.

Visit Lourdes.today/golf for details.
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AUSTIN EILER & MADISON LEVESQUE 
November 28, 2020 at The Waters
 Austin Eiler (‘14) and Madison Levesque (‘14) met 
swimming through the Oshkosh YMCA swim team (OSHY). 

They swam with 
OSHY through middle 
school and became 
reacquainted with 
each other in high 
school. They remained 
friends until their 
senior year when 
Madison decided to 
ask Austin out on 
a date. The rest is 
history. They plan to 
marry this November.
 In 2018, Austin 
graduated from the 
University of Minne-

sota with a degree in Aerospace Engineering. He is work-
ing for the Department of Defense in California. Madison 
recently graduated from Abilene Christian University with 
a Master’s degree in Speech Therapy. She recently joined 
Austin in California where she will begin her clinical fellow-
ship year working at an elementary school in the area.  

What drew you to your fi ancé? 
 We both admire each other’s sense of humor, 
character, and kind personality. 

What is your favorite memory together from Lourdes? 
 My favorite memory together was going to our senior 
prom. It was the fi rst dance we went to together and the 
band Austin was in played at our prom. Austin’s favorite 
memory together was the surprise party I planned for him 
at Lourdes. Our senior year of high school he played junior 
hockey in Philadelphia. After returning home, I threw him 
a surprise party at our high school with our friends and 
family.  

What are you most looking forward to about your 
wedding? 
 We are looking forward to fi nally getting married. We 
have been apart for most of the time since graduating high 
school, and we are excited to fi nally get married and be 
together.

LUCAS & EVLYN WEBER
May 10th, 2019 at the Green Bay Botanical Gardens
 Lucas (‘16) and Evlyn (Noone-’15) Weber met running 
in high school and haven’t stopped yet. While they partici-
pated in Cross Country together at Lourdes, they became 
friends through UW Oshkosh Cross Country. They were 
married last summer in an intimate ceremony at the Green 
Bay Botanical Gardens. Lucas is currently pursuing a BBA in 
General Business online and Evlyn is working as a Special 
Education - EBD teacher at Merrill Middle School for the 
Oshkosh Area School District.

What drew you to your spouse?
 Drive and determination in the running sport and in 
life, and similar beliefs and interests. (We’re both Catholic 
and both love to run, spend time outdoors and believe 
that family is fi rst before all else). Being on the same cross 
country team, we were able to support one another and 
keep each other motivated as we continue to do today. We 
both feel that having a strong faith and trying to show that 
in everyday life is very important. 

What is your favorite memory together from Lourdes?
 Cross Country and Track meets. We both were on the 
teams and enjoyed having Paul Brown as a coach along 
with Tim Moore (’86). It’s fun to see that Tim Moore is still 
coaching today and continuing that tradition. 

What was the most memorable part of your wedding? 
 Having a small wedding with just immediate family 
was perfect. Being able to just spend quality time with 
everyone and each other was exactly what we wanted. 

Why do you think so many Lourdes alumni get 
married to each other?
 We believe that people who both went to Lourdes get 
married because they have similar beliefs and interests. In 
today’s world, it’s hard to fi nd genuine people who make 
their faith and family a priority over other activities and 
distractions.

Charlie (‘21), Joe (‘13), Gary, Fran (‘67), Joe (‘86), Melanie, Lucas 
(‘16) & Evlyn (‘15) Weber; Lois & Mickey (‘84) Noone; Olivia (‘18) & 
Mackenzie (‘10) Weber at the Green Bay Botanical Gardens.

Save the Date
Lourdes Academy Dinner Auction

Saturday, November 14, 2020
Oshkosh Convention Center



BRADY SCHNEIDER & JAYNE HELD
October 24, 2020 at St. Vincent Church (St. Jude 
Parish), Oshkosh Convention Center
 Brady Schneider (‘15) and Jayne Held (‘15) met their 
freshman year at Lourdes Academy. They spent time to-

gether with mutual friends 
and began dating junior 
year. Now, with college 
under their belt they’re 
looking forward to a 
wedding this fall.
      Jayne graduated from 
UW Oshkosh with a 
Nursing degree and is 
working at ThedaCare 
Waupaca as an ambulatory 
surgery registered nurse. 
Brady graduated from UW 
Oshkosh in Communication 

Studies and is working at Schneider National as a logistics 
sales account executive.

What drew you to your fi ancé? 
 Brady: I was drawn to Jayne’s intelligence and ability to 
have a strong balance in her life. She displayed high levels 
of maturity and ambition, which I respected greatly about 
her. Also, I knew she was trustworthy and someone I could 
always rely on. 
 Jayne: I was drawn to Brady because he had a fun and 
infectious personality. He was always making others and 
myself laugh, which is the one of the many reasons I en-
joyed being around him. We also both participated in many 
sports at Lourdes. Our common interest in sports and being 
physically active was something we appreciated about one 
another and helped to build a strong connection between us.

What is your favorite memory together from Lourdes? 
 Our favorite memory from Lourdes was walking across 
the stage together on our graduation day. We cherish this 
day because we were able to look back on the past four 
years and realize how many milestones we have accom-
plished together.

What are you most looking forward to about your 
wedding?
 We are most excited to get married in the Catholic 
church and have the opportunity to hold a celebration with 
such meaning and positive impact. Many of our guests are 
people who have shaped us into the couple we are today. 

Why do you think so many Lourdes alumni get 
married to each other?
 We believe so many couples from Lourdes get married 
because our faith-based education emphasized the impor-
tance of establishing good values and morals in life and in 
our relationships. This is something Lourdes alumni carry with 
them after graduation and stay true to beyond their years 
at Lourdes. We have learned many important life lessons at 
Lourdes and are forever thankful for our time spent there.

MICHAEL & KATE WAGNER 
August 12, 2017 at Sacred Heart Church (St. Jude 
Parish), The Bridgewood Neenah
 In 2009, Michael Wagner (‘10) sat in front of Kate 
Cuttill (‘11) in Spanish. They started talking during class, and 
six years later they were exchanging vows.
 Kate graduated from UW-Eau Claire in 2015 with a 
double major in Music Education and Spanish. After 
teaching four years at Markesan Middle/High School, she 
accepted a job as Omro Middle/High Schools’ choir director.
 Michael graduated from UW-Oshkosh in 2013 in Criminal 
Justice and Sociology. He then completed the law enforce-
ment academy and was hired as a Deputy Sheriff for Win-
nebago County. In 2019, he started his own business, Wagner 
Woodworks, which specializes in custom cabinetry and wood-
working projects for new construction, as well as remodels. 
They live in Oshkosh with their daughter, Grace.

What drew you to your spouse?
 Kate: I liked that Michael wasn’t afraid to speak his 
mind/share his opinion. He also was always cracking jokes 
and making me laugh. 
 Michael: Initially Kate caught my attention in class as 
she was one of the best students in Mr. Weber’s Spanish 
class. I thought maybe through small talk and a few jokes 
she would be able to help me get my struggling test scores 
up. Small talk turned into a few dates, and she continued 
to impress me with her hard work ethic. While my Spanish 
grade didn’t go up much, it worked out in the long run. 

What is your favorite memory together from Lourdes?
 Every day after school we would sit in the hallway 
outside of the weight room and talk with our friends. We 
can’t walk through that hall without thinking of all the 
memories we formed there. 
 
What was the most memorable part of your wedding?
 Going to Lourdes after our ceremony and taking pictures 
with our wedding party (which was largely made up of 
Lourdes graduates). We were surprised to fi nd the doors open, 
and we were able to sneak in and take pictures in the Castle! 
 
Why do you think so many Lourdes alumni get 
married to each other?
 The special part about Lourdes is the relationships you 
are able to make with your peers. We are raised with similar 
values and are looking for similar things in life. Lourdes will 
always hold a special place in our hearts. It not only provid-
ed us with a great education and extracurricular activities, 
but also friendships/relationships that will last a lifetime.

 Kate & Michael 
with Grace, who 
turned 1 in May.



ANTHONY HOLLAND & ADRIENNE GRUBER
June 12, 2021 in Oshkosh, WI
 English class might not seem like a breeding ground 
for budding romance, but that’s where love began for 
Anthony Holland (‘14) and Adrienne Gruber (‘13) when 
Adrienne was a sophomore and Anthony was a fresh-
man. They dated through high school and have survived 
long-distance romance, but the two are fi nally in the 
same state for the next phase of their education.
 Adrienne is currently in her fi nal year of optometry 
school at Midwestern University in Downers Grove, 
Illinois, and will be graduating in May 2021 as a Doctor 
of Optometry. Anthony has been doing pharmaceutical 
research in Madison since graduating from UW Oshkosh 
and will be attending medical school this fall at Chicago 
Medical School at Rosalind Franklin University.

What drew you to your fi ancé?
 We were drawn to each other when we became 
really good friends during solo/ensemble season and 
realized we made a great team. 

What is your favorite memory together from Lourdes?
 Getting to be in the Lourdes musical cast/pit together.

What are you most looking forward to about your 
wedding?
 We’re currently in a long-distance relationship and 
we’re really looking forward to starting a life together in 
the same city.

Why do you think so many Lourdes alumni get 
married to each other?
 Faith is essential in a relationship, and fi nding that 
common ground at Lourdes allows couples to grow 
closer to each other while also growing closer to God.

JESSE & MORGAN BOEHM
May 16, 2020 at St. Vincent Church (St. Jude Parish)
 Jesse (‘16) and Morgan (Genal-’16) Boehm met in 
sixth grade at Lourdes Academy Middle School and have 
been best of friends ever since. Their friendship started 

with school 
ski trips, 
lunches in the 
Commons 
and sporting 
events, and 
the two 
eventually 
started dating 
as juniors in 
high school. 
They’ve 
attended 
11 Lourdes 
dances 
together, 
and on May 
16, they 
celebrated 
their fi rst 

dance as husband and wife in their backyard, as their 
reception was cancelled due to the pandemic.
 Morgan graduated from Marian University in May 
2020 and works as a radiology technologist at Theda-
Clark Hospital. Jesse will graduate from Michigan 
Technological University in December 2020 with a 
Mechanical Engineering degree and will commission into 
the Army as a 2nd Lieutenant.

What drew you to your spouse?
 Our strong friendship and our very similar 
personalities.

What is your favorite memory together from Lourdes?
 Fast walking to lunch every day to get to the front of 
the line.

What was the most memorable part of your 
wedding?
 After coming to the realization that we would not be 
able to have the wedding that we had been planning for 
two and a half years, we decided to take advantage of 
the situation. With all of the uncertainty, we decided to 
get married two weeks earlier than we had planned with 
immediate family and move back our reception. We live 
streamed a private wedding at St. Vincent Church, and 
were pleasantly surprised to fi nd all of our friends and 
family in the parking lot after the ceremony. It is 
defi nitely a day we will never forget!

Why do you think so many Lourdes alumni get 
married to each other?
 They grow close to each other in such a close-knit 
community and share similar values.
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U-Knighted for Life All-Class Reunion
Saturday, June 12, 2021

Lourdes Academy High School
110 N. Sawyer St.

• Celebrate Mass with alumni and faculty priests. 
• Taste a variety of cuisines from alumni-owned 

restaurants. 
• Enjoy entertainment for all ages by Full Tilt 

Entertainment.

For more information about the U-Knighted for Life 
Reunion, contact Karen Boehm at (920) 426-3626, 

ext. 546 or kboehm@lourdes.today.

Also, please contact Karen if you have photos or 
memorabilia you’d like to share for the event.

Planning a reunion? Contact Jody Ruark at 920-426-3626, ext. 541 or jruark@lourdes.today for assistance. 
Lourdes Academy offers free mailing lists and facilities usage for Lourdes class reunions.

THE SHIELD
Lourdes Academy Alumni Newsletter

Lourdes Academy
250 North Sawyer Street
Oshkosh, WI 54902

Like Lourdes Academy on Facebook; follow us 
on Twitter @lourdesacademy1; follow us on 
Instagram at instagram.com/lourdesalumni/

Printing donated by:

Class of 1970 - 51 Year Reunion
Saturday, August 14, 2021

Lourdes Academy High School
110 N. Sawyer St.

Contact: Mary Buttke at mrbuttke@aol.com

Class of 1980 - 41 Year Reunion
Saturday, August 21, 2021

Lourdes Academy High School
110 N. Sawyer St.

Contact: Keith Dolan at ksdolan3@gmail.com

Visit Lourdes.today/reunions for more 
information and updates.


