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Shaping lives of young men 
 For more than 20 years, Lourdes Academy has been 
Dennis Ruedinger’s home away from home. When he started 
out his coaching career back in 1999, Lourdes was like a 
second family to him. But after having his own two kids go 
through the system and becoming close to other families in 
the meantime, Lourdes is his family. 
 Ruedinger has decided to retire from coaching Lourdes 
Academy boys basketball and while reminiscing about high-
lights from his career, there was a common theme through-
out the memories.
 “The biggest highlight of my career was getting to know 
so many wonderful people,” Ruedinger says. “From players, 
families, administration, etc., I was able to build so many 
relationships, and that is what I take away most from my 
experience at Lourdes.”
 Ruedinger also says the many victories that were celebrat-
ed through his coaching were an added bonus to the job.

Basketball story...continued inside

The End of a Successful Coaching Era

(Left) Coach Dennis Ruedinger gives a pep talk to his players after winning the state championship. 
(Right) Coach Ben Huizenga has a sideline chat with son and player, Jack Huizenga (‘21). Both coaches are stepping down.

 In the 2020-2021 season, the Lourdes Boys Basketball 
Team made its way to a state championship and brought 
back the gold basketball which now is proudly displayed in 
our trophy case. When Ruedinger looks back on the victory 
and the picture of each player surrounding the trophy after 
the game, he sees what made the journey to state a success-
ful one.
 “The quality of young men that Lourdes consistently has 
in our program is what makes a victory happen,” Ruedinger 
says. “With the traits kids have been taught from a young 
age and the family structure that is woven into their lives, 
that is what creates coachable and hardworking players that 
we got a chance to work with each and every year.”
 Ruedinger believes that each student that makes up 
every team he has coached was there for a reason. When 
asked if any player sticks out in his mind, he had a quick 
response of, “all of them.”
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Support LourdesSupport Lourdes

Introducing: 
Lourdes Academy 
Calendar Raffle

Lourdes Academy is proud to partner with Catholic United 
Financial and Quandt Plumbing for our first-annual calendar 
raffle! 

Cash prizes ranging from $100 - $1,000 will be drawn 
weekly. More than $7,000 in prizes will be given away 
and each calendar is only $25! 

The deadline to purchase a calendar raffle ticket is Friday, 
Sept. 30. For more information and for full contest rules, 
visit www.lourdes.today/raffle or contact Karen Boehm at: 
kboehm@lourdes.today to purchase yours.

All proceeds will benefit Pre-K through 12th grade 
Catholic education and we thank you for your support!



   “Each player brings 
a unique quality and 
trait to your team and 
sometimes, it’s not even 
basketball related,” 
Ruedinger says. “We 
owe it to every person 
and every member of 
the team to try to help 
them grow as much as 
possible both on the 
court and off, and that is 
the most important part 
of coaching.” 

 Even though his time as a Lourdes coach has come to an 
end, the legacy he left for Lourdes and each player he has 
coached will last for many years to come. And it’s safe to say, 
you won’t be seeing the last of him.
 “One of my greatest joys in life was watching my kids 
grow through athletics,” Ruedinger says. “I’m excited to be 
able to watch Preston (’21) in college and cheer on Delaney 
(’25) for the remainder of her time she is here with Lourdes, 
and being able to commit more time to them is something 
I’m really looking forward to.”

Fun = Success
 Lourdes has always provided students with opportu-
nities and success. But this statement also holds true for 
many adults that are now connected with Lourdes, and for 
basketball coach Ben Huizenga, a simple connection with 
one person, created 21 years of memories.
    Huizenga started coaching in 1999 alongside Ruedinger. 

Ruedinger needed an 
assistant coach and 
Huizenga stepped into 
not only the role, but 
the Lourdes family. 
From coaching JV to 
being an assistant 
varsity coach, he saw 
many successes during 
his 21 years coach-
ing. Huizenga has also 
decided to retire from 

coaching, but still reflects on the memories he has made 
over the past two decades.
 “You need to have fun in order to succeed,” Huizenga 
says. “When I think of different memories I have of coaching, 
the memories don’t focus on basketball. Instead, I remember 
the kids and seeing them have fun and be proud of their 
accomplishments and for me, that’s what it’s all about.”
 Both coaches agree that Lourdes provided the key to 
help make their jobs a lot easier when coaching: the parents.
    “One thing that makes Lourdes in general a special 
place, is the families,” Huizenga says. “The support we 
received from the parents really meant a lot to us coaches, 
and you could tell this carried to their children and the 
team because everyone always seemed to have each other’s 

backs, and that’s the 
family atmosphere 
Lourdes has.”
 Huizenga says 
that his time with 
Lourdes has given 
him a blueprint for 
life of what things 
are successful when 
raising his own kids 
and has gotten more 
back from coach-
ing than he could 
have imagined. He’s 
now looking forward 
to spending more 
time cheering on his 
children including his 
daughter Allison (’25) 

who plays in various sports with Lourdes. 
 “It was never about records or winning titles,” Huiz-
enga says. “It was about the success of our kids once they 
left the walls of this school. We did win a lot along the 
way, but again our first goal was making it an enjoyable 
experience for the kids and letting them be the best they 
can be.”

Leading with your heart
   When alumnus Brett 
Baehman (’12) tossed 
his hat in the air after 
graduation, he knew in 
his heart that he wasn’t 
bidding Lourdes farewell. 
After graduating, he 
helped coach basketball 
and summer leagues, 
and he can now add a 
prestigious title before his 
name: Head Coach. 
    Baehman was brought 
onto the coaching staff 

last year as he and his brother, Ryne (’09) coached the JV 
basketball team. Similar to Ruedinger and Huizenga, there’s 
something besides the love for basketball that makes this 
feel like a perfect transition to head coach.
 “It’s all about the feeling of being a family,” Baehman 
says. “No matter what you do after you graduate or where 
you go, you can rely on the people that you connected 
with during your time at Lourdes, and I was lucky to make 
lifelong friendships and relationships that I’m still very close 
with today.”
 Baehman attended Lourdes from preschool through 
high school, and Lourdes has always been a big part of 
who he is. He is excited to become an influence to future 
players that step on the basketball court.
    “I’m very fortunate to be able to shape the next group 
of kids just like coaches Ruedinger and Huizenga did for 
me, because they really set me on the right direction,” he 

Coach Ruedinger and his son, Preston (‘21), 
cheer on the team.

Coach Huizenga smiling after a Lourdes Victory

(Center) New coach Brett Baehman 
(‘12) poses with coaches Ruedinger and 
Huizenga, and his brother, Ryne (‘09).

Coaches Ruedinger and Huizenga share a hug 
after Lourdes won the 2021 State Championship

Basketball...from page 1



says. “It’s a feeling you 
don’t know until you are 
a part of the Lourdes 
family, and I can’t wait 
to show more kids what 
it means to wear red 
and white with pride.”
 Even though he 
has big shoes to fill, his 
now predecessor has 
complete confidence 
in his ability to be a 
successful coach for the 
students.
 “Coach Baehman 

is going to do a phenomenal job and I would tell him to 
always trust his heart, because his best trait is his heart,” 
Ruedinger says. “He is coaching for the right reasons, and 
he really wanted the job and got the job because he loves 
Lourdes and cares about kids first.”
 For Baehman, his main goal is to shape the lives of 
our kids and he wants to be a part of their lives after they 
graduate, like his coaches were for him. 
 “Basketball is a really easy way for me to connect 
with the students,” Baehman says. “You can learn how to 
coach, but not every knows how to teach young men the 
aspects of life they are going to need outside of basketball 
and high school, and I can’t wait to be a role model for the 
guys I coach.”
 While the end of a successful coaching era has come 
to a close for Lourdes, we are excited to see what new 
opportunities and victories are in store for the boys basket-
ball team with a new coach who shows Lourdes pride in 
everything he does. And maybe, Coach Baehman can get 
similar takeaways that coaches Huizenga and Ruedinger did 
during their tenure.
 “Lourdes is a place where loyalty, trust and apprecia-
tion live together under one roof, and that is so hard to 
find in the world right now,” Ruedinger says. “I felt com-
fortable being here and like I was having an impact on the 
lives of our future, and I can’t wait for Coach Baehman to 
feel the same things I did while coaching here.”

Coach Ruedinger and Brett Baehman (‘12)

Prepared for Life
 For many Lourdes Academy athletes, playing various 
sports is a way to showcase and discover God-given tal-
ents and gain skills that last a lifetime. For Robbie Klemen 
(‘12), the time he spent on the basketball court and with 
his coaches, has made an impact on his life for many 
years to come. Check out what he has to say about his 
time at Lourdes:

What is your fondest memory of Lourdes Academy?
Looking back at my time at Lourdes, many great memo-
ries come to mind - too many to actually pick one. Nar-
rowing it down, I would say having the opportunity to 
experience state basketball and state baseball, and being 
able to compete in sports with my best friends on a daily 
basis are a few very special ones. All three of these have 
one common theme: family. Lourdes was a very tight knit 
family that will always hold a special place in my heart. 
Many of the friendships I made back in high school are 
still going strong to this day. 

What did playing basketball for Lourdes mean to you?
Playing basketball at Lourdes was some of the best times 
of my life.  The bond our teams formed was absolutely 
amazing.  That bond was molded by some of the best 
coaches I have ever had.  Not only did they teach us 
about the game of basketball, but they also taught us 
about life. There are many lessons I use to this day be-
cause of my time playing Lourdes basketball.

What did you learn from your coaches that helped 
prepare you for your future?
There are many life lessons Coach Ben and Coach Rudy 
taught me to navigate my life the best way possible. I 
would say the two most important ones are the impor-
tance of respecting others, and having a strong work eth-
ic. Those two drove me to be the man I am today.  They 
are father figures to me and always will be.  I would not 
be the person I am today without those two by my side.

(Left) Coach Ruedinger and Robbie Klemen (‘12)
(Right) Robbie Klemen credits Coaches Ruedinger and Huizenga for 
inspiring him to be the person he is today.

Do you have memories of your 
time at Lourdes that you want to 
share for a future article? Or was 
there a teacher or staff member 

that made an impact on your life? 
If so, we would love to hear from 
you! Contact Andrew Schaick at  

aschaick@lourdes.today or  
(920) 426-3626 ext. 550.



Awards and Recognition DinnerAwards and Recognition Dinner

 Lourdes Academy’s annual Awards & Recognition
Dinner was held on June 2 at LaSure’s Banquet Hall in 
Oshkosh. Continue reading to learn more about our win-
ners and to read a full description of each, visit 
www.lourdes.today/awards.

Outstanding Alumni - Richard Knobloch (‘68)
 Rich’s entire career was spent teaching math at 
Lourdes, and he had a lasting impact on his students. So 

many have credited him 
for being a significant 
and positive influence in 
their lives and for teach-
ing them life lessons that 
went beyond the walls at 
Lourdes.
    He was named coach 
of the Year in 1992 for 
the girl’s softball team 
and led his teams to 
numerous victories.
     After his retirement 
in 2011, he continued to 
tutor students in math, 
and the impactful legacy 

he left at Lourdes will be felt for generations to come.
     The 2022 Outstanding Alumni Award was ac-
cepted by Rich’s wife, Sue Knobloch, on his behalf.

Distinguished Stewardship - Todd & Lisa Kaull
 Todd and Lisa exude Knight Pride, and they will do 

anything to elevate and 
enhance Lourdes Acad-
emy.
 Lisa has served on the 
Dinner Auction Commit-
tee for the past two years 
and has worked to bring 
excitement and fresh ideas 
to the event. Todd also 
teamed up with Dr. Jake 
Jacobs as the Master of 
Ceremonies for the auc-
tion in 2016 raising valu-
able funds for the system.
Todd served as the Boost-
er Club Vice President and 

then President from 2014-2020 during which time the 
Booster Club saw record levels of revenue. In 2020, they 
stepped up to serve on the one by One Campaign Lead-
ership Team to expand our campus and were instrumen-
tal in helping raise $10.5 million.

Athletic Hall of Fame - Jared Reichenberger (‘99)
 Jared Reichenberger (‘99) was co-captain of the 
football team, MVP, and still holds the record for career 
rushing yards at Lourdes.
 He went on to play football for four years at St. Norbert 
College where his team won All Conference Champion-
ships. He then coached football for the Lourdes Squires 
from 2014-2017.
 Being a part of the Lourdes family has always meant 
a lot to him, and he takes pride in handing these values 
to his children.

Athletic Hall of Fame - 1988 Girls Track Team
 The 1988 Girls Track Team was the first to win a girl’s 
state championship in school history and also won the 
1988 FRVCC Indoor meet, along with the FRVCC relay. 
 This team set the foundation for future generations 
of Lourdes Academy athletes to succeed.

Silver Sword Awards - Emily Schmidt, Kris Cater & 
Kevin Wopat
 Silver Sword Awards are presented to one staff 
member at each level (elementary, middle & high school) 
who goes above and beyond to foster a love of life-long 
learning.

Dr. Stanley Spanbauer 
Education & Leadership
Award - Barb Muza 
Reed (‘74)
 High School Science 
Teacher, Barb Muza Reed, 
has dedicated her career 
to teaching “hands-on, 
minds-on science.”
 She has developed 
curriculum and labs to 
teach students about 
pertinent issues such 
as climate modeling, 
gene therapy for disease 
prevention, and cancer 
research to name a few.
 Prior to coming to 
Lourdes, Barb was a graduate and medical instructor in 
Washington, DC; a college science instructor at Northern 
Virginia and Marian University; and a science teacher at 
Oshkosh North and West High School where she also es-
tablished a hands-on curriculum and shared her passion 
for science in the classroom and beyond with students of 
all ages. 

Retirees - Julie Ringlien and Sue Dolan
 God’s blessings to each of you as you begin your 
new adventures.

Milestones - 10 Years
 Thank you Lucas Spanbauer and Carolyn Kollat for 
your commitment to Lourdes Academy.

Todd & Lisa Kaull win the 2021 
Distinguished Stewardship Award

Richard Knobloch posthumously wins 
the 2022 Outstanding Alumni Award

Barb Muza Reed wins the Dr. Stanley 
Spanbauer Education & Leadership Award  
presented by President Dr. John Dinegan.
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UPCOMING LOURDES REUNIONSUPCOMING LOURDES REUNIONS

U-Knighted for Life All-Class Reunion  Saturday, June 10, 2023 • 5-10 p.m.  Lourdes Academy High School, 110 N. Sawyer St. 
Mark your calendars for a one-of-a-kind reunion for all classes as we celebrate Lourdes Academy’s 63rd anniversary! Join us for mass 

celebrated by alumni priests, a military fly-over tribute, tasty food by alumni-owned restaurants, entertainment, and plenty of memories 
and nostalgia! Visit www.lourdes.today/uknighted for more information about the reunion and family friendly events taking place 
at Lourdes before the event. We are looking for volunteers to be part of this exciting event! If you are interested, please contact Karen 

Boehm at (920) 426-3626 ext. 546 or kboehm@lourdes.today.
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Like Lourdes Academy on Facebook; follow us 
on Twitter @lourdesacademy1; follow us on 
Instagram at instagram.com/lourdesalumni/
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Class of 1971 
51st Class Reunion
Sat. August 27, 2022

Elks Club Oshkosh 
175 W. Fernau Ave., Oshkosh

Save the date!  
More details to follow.

Class of 1962
60th Class Reunion

Sat. Sept. 17, 2022 | 2-6 p.m.
Lourdes Academy Commons 
Event catered by The Roxy 

Please email Pat Schumerth your current 
phone number and address:  

pmschumerth@att.net

Class of 1972 
50th Class Reunion
Thu. August 18, 2022
The Waters Oshkosh 

1393 Washington Ave., Oshkosh
More information to come!

Planning a reunion? Contact Andrew Schaick for assistance: (920) 426-3626 ext. 550 or aschaick@lourdes.today


