
Pastoral Council Candidates 

 

Emily Zehr 
Since I can remember, my family has been tied to St. Stephen's Church. I was baptized here in 1990 by Father 

Wiley. I am married to Kyle Zehr and we have had four children, three here with us and one son in heaven. Our 

oldest daughter attends Augustinian Academy in Carthage. I work at Purcell Construction in Watertown as the 

Vice President of Finance & Marketing. Our family attends Mass weekly at either St. Stephen's or St. James in 

Carthage. My Catholic faith has shaped my life and continues to do so. I would welcome the opportunity to use 

my talents to assist the St. Stephen's parish in whatever way I can. 

 

Shawn Thorton 
My name is Shawn Thorton.  I am very honored to have been nominated for the Parish Council.  As a nominee, 

I was asked to write a short paragraph on what it means to me to serve as a member of the Parish Council.  

Since I am a new member of the Parish, I thought I would begin with a very brief introduction of myself.  

 

Born in Carlsbad, New Mexico; my father is a career military officer, and my mother was a schoolteacher and 

later a Methodist Minister.  Following in my father’s footsteps, I also became a career military officer in the 

Navy, traveling all over the world. 

 

Living a somewhat nomadic military live for 40 years, it is difficult to appreciate the importance of community, 

until you find your community.  I was introduced to St. Stephen’s community 20 years ago.  Although just on 

brief visits at first, I quickly realized how special this community is.  Moving back to Croghan full time four 

years ago, it did not feel as if I was moving to a new and different place; it felt like I was moving home.  

Croghan and St. Stephen’s had become my home. 

 

What does it mean to me to be a member of the Parish Council?  It is an opportunity to serve my community.  

To help grow and strengthen the parish for the future.  And to introduce St. Stephen’s to others who might be 

looking for their home. 

 

Rebecca Knight 
My name is Rebecca Knight (Becky).  I was raised in Lewis County and have lived my entire life here.  I started 

out at St. Anthony’s Church in Indian River where I grew up and attended Father Leo Memorial School until 

the school shut down after my fourth-grade year.  I am one of three children of Milton and Janet Monnat.  I 

have two brothers, Todd (Georgia) and David (Watertown).  

 

I am married to Richard Knight and we have three beautiful children.  Dillon (a lawyer in Boston), Matthew 

(11th grade) and Emily (10th grade).  We have an angel baby, Lucas Anthony, who was Matthew’s twin and died 

at six weeks old. 

 

I would like to be part of the Pastoral Council to see if I can make a difference in our church.  I love our church 

and wanted to become more active in outside duties so I was honored to think someone had nominated me. 

 

I am a paralegal with the Law Firm of Timothy A. Farley, P.C. in Carthage and have worked for Cummings, 

McGuire, Duckel & Company, and was the Confidential Secretary to Supreme Court Justice John S. Parker. 

 

I am a Croghan Fireman and an EMT with Lewis County Search and Rescue and several other outside 

communities. 

 

 



Storm Fitzgerald 

My name is Storm Fitzgerald.  I have been nominated for the Pastoral Council.  I graduated from BRCS in 

2021.  I work at Lydall in Beaver Falls.  I was just baptized into the Church this past summer.  I would like to 

learn more about the functioning of our parish. 

 

Rosalie Ritz 

I am the 7th of 9 children and reside in Croghan.  For the last 35+ years, I have worked at Lewis County Head 

Start and am currently the Nutrition Manager/Administrative Secretary.  I serve as lector, eucharistic minister 

and with the music ministry for funerals and special events.  In the past, I have been a religion teacher, a 

member of the pastoral council, leader of the prayer group and served one term on the Diocesan Pastoral 

Council.  My community services include Chaplain of the Croghan American Legion Auxiliary, committee 

member for Croghan Street Fairs, fund raising for various organizations/events as well as cooking/delivering 

meals to the elderly.  My hope s that St. Stephen’s continues to move toward becoming more of an outreach 

church that is welcoming to all faith denominations as well as forming a bereavement committee that 

intentionally follows up with families for a period of time after the death of a loved one.  

 

Darin Chartrand 

Hello all! My name is Darin Chartrand and I would like to ask you to please consider giving me the opportunity 

to serve you and our parish as a member of the Parish Council. I am the oldest of five boys born to Charles and 

Bessie Chartrand. I married my wife, Michele (Gavigan) Chartrand here in St. Stephen’s church in 1994 by Fr. 

Leo Wiley. We have four Children, Shane (25), Anne (21), Jacob (8) and Ruth (3). In January, 1996, I joined 

the New York State Police and after the six month academy in Albany, was stationed in Massena. During my 23 

½ years with the State Police I was a Field Training Officer, spent ten years in the Bureau of Criminal 

Investigations and ultimately attained the rank of Zone Sergeant when I retired from service in May, 2019. 

During my time in Massena I, along the entire family, were very active in our Parish, Saint Peter’s Parish. I was 

a Eucharistic Minister for many years and front door greeter/usher as well. Michele and I co-taught third grade 

faith formation classes for a number of years. Michele and I have also successfully completed the Lay Ministry 

program and have been commissioned Lay Minsters since 2015. During my time in Massena,I also served as a 

member of their Parish Council, as well as serving on the Advisory board of the St. Lawrence, Franklin and 

Adirondack Deanery. Our family recently moved back into the Parish and now reside on the Artz Road in 

Castorland. We are excited to finally have returned home and I thank you for your consideration to serve on our 

Parish Council. Be well and God Bless! 


