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December 31, 2023 

Feast of the Holy Family 

 
When Jesus was born into the world, he was born into a family. Today we celebrate the Holy Family, a model 

for us all to emulate.  Do we love and respect our children as Joseph and Mary did their Son?  Do we love and 

honor our parents as Jesus did his own?  Do we nurture the bodies in our family as the Holy Family did?  On 

this final day of the year, let us resolve to pray to the Holy Family for guidance and support as we look to them 

for inspiration.   

 

Today we hear practical guidance and wonderful inspiration regarding treating those close to us, particularly 

family members.  Sirach, which has provided moral teachings since the second century BCE, speaks of the 

honor we owe our parents, especially as they age.  Saint Paul counsels the early Christians in the virtues that 

should direct how we treat others.  Luke relates the profound responses Jesus elicited in the temple when Mary 

and Joseph presented him to the Lord.  

 
 

Saturday, December 30 (5:00 pm) 

  Susan Weaver by Joseph & Diane Csizmar 

 

Feast of the Holy Family 

Sunday, December 31 (8:30am) 

 People of the Parish 

 

 New Year’s Day, Monday, January 1 (8:30 am) 

 Solemnity Mary, Mother of God 

 

Tuesday, January 2 (No Mass) 

 

Wednesday, January 3 (8:15 am) 

 Kevin Boliver by Steve & Jane Monnat 

 

Thursday, January 4 (8:15 am) 

 Nathan Hirschey by Candy & Bob Kirch 

 

Friday, January 5 (8:15 am) 

 Linda Gerow by Norma Monnat 

 

Saturday, January 6 (5:00 pm) 

 People of the Parish 

 

Sunday, January 7 (8:30 am) 

 Ruth Meyer by James & Karen Hoch 

 

Pray for the Sick 

 
Bill Eades,Tina Woolschlager-Lavery, Doug 

Wolff, Jim Hall, Mason Queary, Venetha 

Houppert, Heather Lehman, Stella Updegraft, 

Tom Tooker, Everett Lehman, Shayleigh Proulx, 

Cindy Bush, Linda Bush, John Lashbrooks, and 

all ill at home, in the hospital, or nursing homes.  

Your Support for The Parish 

Adult Envelopes:       $ 3,104.00 

Plate:           $    466.00 

Christmas       $ 6,074.00 

(75% of Christmas offering will go to the   

diocese for the Priest’s Retirement Fund) 

Sanctuary Candle 

 

 
 

The Sanctuary Candle is lit in memory of  

Carl Schack 

By 

The Family 

http://www.ststephenscroghan.org/


                                                                         

 

    

                     

 

  

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

                                                                                                      

 

 

 

  

know? ... 

The Diocese of Ogdensburg requires all volunteers 

(adults and minors) to sign a Code of Conduct as part of 

their safe environment requirements. This is in addition 

to the criminal background check and safe environment 

training. Violations of the Code of Conduct are 

generally considered boundary violations and must be 

reported to a supervisor. Boundary violations do not 

necessarily mean abuse has taken place, but they must 

be investigated with corrective action implemented as 

appropriate. For information on how you can report 

misconduct, visit Safe Environment (rcdony.org) 
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Feast of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother 

of God 

 
 

The Feast of the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God is 

this Monday, January 1st.  Though this feast is not a Holy 

Day, it is an important celebration in our church calendar 

as we honor Mary in the most ancient title given to her 

by the Church.  

 

Here is a prayer for the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of 

God: 

O God, who through the fruitful virginity of Blessed 

Mary bestowed on the human race the grace of eternal 

salvation, grant, we pray, that we may experience the 

intercession of her, through whom we were found 

worthy to receive the author of life, our Lord Jesus 

Christ, your Son  

 

  Coffee Hour 

January 7, 2024 

 
 

The Knights of Coumbus will host our next coffee hour 

on Sunday, January 7 after the 8:30 am Mass.  All are 

welcome!  

 

 

Religious Education/Confirmation 

 
Classes will resume on January 7, 2024, for grades K-9 

after the 8:30 am Mass.  Confirmation candidates will 

meet that night at 6:30 pm.  

Retirement for Religious Retirement for 

Priests 

 
The Diocese of Ogdensburg’s Retirement Plan for Priests 

has long been supported by a percentage of contributions 

from the annual parish Christmas collection. This year, 75% 

of the Christmas collection will be allocated to support the 

Plan, with the parish keeping the balance. Currently, 40 

retired priests, and 13 active priests aged 70 and older, are 

expected to receive pension benefits of approximately one 

million dollars in the 2023-24 fiscal year. In addition, 100% 

of the cost of health insurance premiums for retired priests, 

estimated at $250,000 this fiscal year, will be paid by the 

Plan. Your generous contribution not only supports current 

retirees but will also help provide for retirement needs of 

priests who will retire in the future. 

 
Thank you for your generous gift to our Christmas 

collection. Like every North Country parish, we forward 

75% of the collection to the diocese to fund pensions for 

retired priests. Pension needs for the future as well as 

obligations for the next year are being met thanks to your 

generous donation. 

ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP 

 
On January 1, Feast of Solemnity of Mary, the Church asks 

us to join in prayer for the World Day of Peace. Beginning 

in l967 with Pope Paul VI, each Pope addressed Heads of 

State and Governments especially, and all people in the 

world. We are called to create a culture of care as a path to 

peace, one that will promote justice and peace between 

individuals, communities, peoples, and nations. 

 

Eucharistic Adoration 

 

Join us for Eucharistic Adoration on Friday, January 5, 

from 6:30-7:30 pm.  

2024 Calendars  
 

2024 Calendars are available at the church entrance.  We 

are grateful to Jim Scanlon and his funeral home for 

providing the Parish with this annual religious calendar.  

Happy New Year! 

 

New Year's prayers can help you look ahead to the new year 

with hope and trusting God. Jeremiah 29:11 tells us, "for I 

know the plans I have for you," declares the Lord, "plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 

and a future." No matter what your goals are at the 

beginning of the year - more physical strength, emotional 

health, or financial stability, the power of prayer can help 

you achieve your goals as you seek God's plan for your life! 
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