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Holy Family Parish Sharing and Listening Event on 21st February 
Number of people attended: 30  

Submission to Plenary Council 2020  

Group 1: 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?  

   Go back to basics, go back to the commandments. We need to return back to reading and understanding 

the bible. We are becoming too secular and seeking popularity, rather than seeking a strong foundation with 

the source - the bible. We need to learn from other denominations like Presbyterians. We are losing our 

values for example like prayers at home with the family. Catholic school are too relaxed. We are not calling 

out the Holy Spirit to come to us. The Priest is not spending much time with the community. We are 

becoming followers rather than leaders of the community. 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

   When are we going back to reading and understanding the bible?  

   When are the Catholic schools re-introducing the bible as a source of spirituality rather than a religious 

subject? When are we starting to learn from other denominations? 

 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

   I work in a Presbyterian school where the bible is taken seriously. The teachers and students shape their 

lives according to the bible. They have strong family values and stand up for Jesus' message. As a family we 

pray the rosary, we pray before meals, we went to Sunday church but when the children turned 18 years old, 

they stop practicing their religion. 

 

Group 2: 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

To share our differences, different nationalities, etc. in the spirit of love of God. To think, pray and put into 

action good deeds.  

God wants love and peace in Australia.  



To obey God and witness God's presence in the goodness of others to witness God's calling.  

To believe that God's spirit is working in all people leading them to do good. (Inter-faith) 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

Could we look again at Divorce, annulment, reconciliation, third rite and other issues in the lives of people?  

   Can we have changes so that the liturgy has meaning for people's lives?  

   How can we encourage the young people to engage in the liturgies? E.g. singing, making music, welcoming  

   How can we initiate Parish prayers/faith renewals? 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has 

shaped you? 

Prayer is important in my life. I need to spend time to listen to God's message of healing. I often call on God 

in prayer and it gives me the strength to carry on. 

 

Group 3: 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

To integrate faith in everyday life, to become more like Christ.  

To contribute to build parish community.  

To be transparent about the problem of abuse.  

To be more compassionate, be seen to help the outcasts, to listen to those in need, to unite people, to set 

up a phone line where people could discuss abuse and help callers to make referrals. 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can we show compassion to those who are hurt by abuse and not evasive of this?  

How can we set up structures to strengthen the Parish community? 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has 

shaped you? 

Encounter with a caregiver from an orphanage who have been alone for many years. After being welcomed 

in the Parish community, the issues were markedly improved. This led us to consider that a care phone line 

could have assisted earlier. 

Group 4: 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

To be unified, to worship God meaningfully, to have empathy and to understand the lives of others, to find 

answers to the difficult challenges that confront us. The voice of the Church has to be a powerful voice. 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

   How can the church listen to the issues that are central in people's lives?  



   How can the vision and mission of the church help people to have hope in the future?  

   How can the church be more inclusive of people regardless of sexual orientation?  

   How can clergy be more involved in more pastoral rather than administrative tasks? 

Group 5: 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

The church should be more active, outreaching, and inclusive and follow the example of the disciples in 

reaching the non-believers, the disenfranchised, the youth, the old and the disconnected. 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How is the church going to evangelise the word of God to non-practising/non-believers?  

How is the church going to help the aging population and the young people after they drop out of school?  

When is the church going to speak openly about those who oppose the teachings of the church?  

How will the church attract the youth to be more connected to the church?  

What be put in place to nurture the faith of young people? 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has 

shaped you?  

A frustrating experience regarding the lack of priests so that the last sacrament was not available for my 

mother. This made me feel that old people are neglected in nursing homes. They have access to sacraments 

and this is very distressing. My brother died, and again no last rites.  

My experience is that young people have no basic foundation of the catholic faith even though enrolled in 

catholic schools. The parents are not teaching them. 

 

Group 6: 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

For the church to be courageous and face up to change.  

To look into our hearts and ask: What would Jesus do today?  

To speak from humility in the time when the church is criticised and try not to judge.  

To be a community that reaches out to the less fortunate as Jesus did. This sense of justice will inspire young 

people. In our reaching out, we are need support from liturgy and rituals that link with the living of Jesus' 

gospel in this day and age.  

We need to consider structures in the church, the community of God has people of varying gifts identical to 

the gifts that were in the scriptures.  

The Parish priest would facilitate the use of these gifts and not to be expected to be a jack of all trades.  

To go back to the original program of the gospel and be a radical rebuilding of the community. 

 



What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can ministry in the church be open to both men and women, ordained and lay?  

How can the liturgy 'fuel us up' for our own ministries in the church.  

How can the gospel of Jesus be central in all our ministries?  

How can we have the courage to transform structures?  

How can we gain advice from sound canon lawyers?  

How can we get rid of symbols (e.g. bishop's mitres, rings, etc) that don't reflect the simplicity of the gospel?  

How can we renew enthusiasm? 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has 

shaped you?  

Three people in our group remember the time of enthusiasm during the Vatican II council, and the hope for 

change at that time. Their hope was not sustained but they feel that the Plenary Council at this time might 

bring about true change. It is time to be enthusiastic again. 

 

  



Responses Plenary Session 04 October 2018 
Group 1 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

   To particularly consider the youth  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

   Does the Church need to be more relevant for young people?  

   How can Laity have more say in administering the sacraments and accepting everyone.  

   Could Priests have the option to be married?  

   Could third rite confession be promoted?  

   Greater role for the Laity. Is this possible?  

   Can the Church accept divorce?  

   How can the Church show empathy to those in different circumstances in life?  

 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

   In the past, the church is full of young people. But overnight they stopped coming.  

   Findings of the royal commission has disillusioned the young people.  

   The church is boring for kids and they would rather do sports or other extracurricular activities.  

   The church needs to address current issues. This would make the Church more relevant.  

   Single parent don't feel welcome and supported.  

   Church needs to help the vulnerable in society.  

Group 2 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

   The church that is ready to reconnect with people who are disengaged with their faith  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider?  

   Can we have a church that is:  

   humble  

   equal  

   inclusive  

   prayerful  

   intelligent, well formed in contemporary theology that is culturally plausible  

   welcoming  

   brave  

   alive  

   dialogical  

   loving (reaching out particularly to the poor)  

   valuing treasures of faith old and new  

   connected  

     



 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

We have seen a lack of structures to communicate and build relationships with the disengaged. We worry 

about disengaged family members, grandparents feels somewhat isolated from the disengaged, extended 

family and especially worry about grandchildren.  

Group 3 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time?  

That as individuals and as community we take an active role  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? (how can we see:  

    A Church that is growing and not diminishing?  

   passing on faith to other?  

   worshipping and praying as community?  

   having a strong social voice on equality and social justice?  

   being a voice for the young, the poor, men and women, indigenous and refugees?  

   a Church that is active, honest and community centred?  

   a Church that is respective and inclusive of other people's beliefs?  

   a Church that is not creating fear of hell, etc.       

     

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you?  

We have experienced diminishment in faith and in church in many ways, and church that is not outward 

looking.  

Group 4 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

Parishes should encourage more engagement with young people and retention in church when students 

leave school  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider?  

How can parishes be more open and engaging?  

How can the church be a place where people would want to spend more time together?  

     

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

There is a group that is called EDGE that is good for young people's bonding, socialisation, learning to be 

leaders. This is an important thing in our parish.  

 There is also a LEARNING group which is attractive to young people.  

 

 

 



Group 5 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

The need to discern the Holy Spirit in everyday life  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can we discern the role of women and lay people in decision making and structures of the church in 

daily life?  

How can we have open minds so that we are inclusive of everyone and not judgemental?  

     

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you?  

We experience today that we are brought here together through the Holy Spirit to make the changes needed 

to keep our faith alive.  

We have experienced that the Holy Spirit helps us to speak out even when we are afraid.  

We have experienced that that Holy Spirit makes you see more clearly,  

Group 6 

 (500 What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

Treat others as you would like to be treated  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can parents involve the next generation to be involved in the Church?  

How can traditional values be integrated with modern views and times?    

 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

We have seen the need for people to be welcome irrespective of their appearance when they come to 

church.  

We have seen thee need to share skills, knowledge and talents with others without expecting anything in 

return.  

We have seen the need to treat people as friends even if they ignore you and sometimes makes you feel 

hurt.  

Group 7 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

The need for CHANGE  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can we face the fact that some church goers find change too difficult, they want they know and 

understand to remain?  

   How can we address the fear of change?  

   Can we avoid change for change's own sake?  



Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

We have experienced the Church's public face needs to represent our values.  

We have experienced the need for Bishops to be seen publicly sponsoring Catholic ideals.  

We have seen a continuing and rapid decline in Church attendance.  

     

Group 8 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

To engage the marginalised in Church and society, to be an inclusive church, to engage young people  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can we show openness, e.g. by more leaders, altar servers, community organisations?  

How can we show welcoming, building a strong inclusive community?  

How can we acknowledge the history of the Church and what the Church did well and did not do well and 

how do we move on from there?  

How can women be more involved in the decision making?  

How can the Priests be involved in pastoral care more than in administration?  

How can the community be given roles to build the church and be enablers of the Church?  

How can there be more transparency within the hierarchy of the Church and between church leaders so that 

the decision making is made by people?  

     

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

We experienced loss of purpose that resulted in disconnection with family and community. e.g. being 

involved in drugs and alcohol, crime, and ultimately death.  

The idea of gay marriage is seen as against the belief of the Catholic Church and this leads to the 

disconnection with the gay community.  

We need to give a second chance to divorced catholics to regain their privileges and rights.  

Reaching out to people who have been incarcerated and been in jail, and re-engage them back to society 

through community activities, welcoming back to parishes.  

Reconnecting people in the community  

Group 9 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

Identifying and setting clear catholic values  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider?   

How can the church continue preaching the gospel?  

How can the church stand for traditional church values?  

How can be the church be united with the other churches?      

How can the church be involved with Catholics who are disengaged?  

How can more people come to mass with love and receive the Lord?  

 



Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you? 

The story of a son who has become drug addicted and the case seems hopeless.  

remembering the example of St Augustine and his mother.  

Story of acceptance of people as who they are and praying for them when they make mistakes.  

Story of faith, listening to God and helping others.  

Group 10 

What do you think God is asking of us in Australia at this time? 

Tolerance of others  

 

What questions do you have about the future of the Church in Australia that you would like the Plenary 

Council to consider? 

How can the Church be more welcoming of people from different ethnic group?  

How can we have more participation of women in the liturgy?  

Is it possible to reinstate women deacons?  

How can we have better stewardship of the Church resources?  

How can we reform the church to get more participation?  

 

Would you like to share a story about your experience of faith or of the Church in Australia that has shaped 

you?  

We have experienced more and more people not participating but with more genuine involvement, there 

will be a place for them in the Church.  

 

 


