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CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    Saint Clare 

 

WELCOME 
 

A   warm welcome to  all who have come to worship with  us. If you are visiting, we are honored  by your  presence.   

If    you   are   interested  in  becoming a member, please call the rectory.  Our Parish  serves  the   needs   of  this 

community in many ways.  We offer preparation for  Sacraments, education for children and adults,  social activities,  

assistance  to  those in difficulty, comfort to the sick and those who mourn a loss.   
 

If  we  can  be  of  service,  please  let  us  know.   

For your convenience, we have blue  “Let Us Know” Cards in  back  of  church.   

 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Fr. Eric Kunz, Pastor 

Deacon Harvey Dubbs 

Deacon TJ Wild 

Mass Times 
    Saturday                   4:30 PM 

    Sunday                         8:00 AM 

                             10:30 AM 

   Monday — Friday        8:00 AM 
 

 

LATIN MASS 

First Friday of each month 

8:00 AM  

 

Confessions 
Saturday    3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

     Eucharistic Exposition 
    Thursday 8:30 AM  - 2:40 PM 

Benediction  
   Thursday  2:40 PM 

 

    Prayer Chain Contacts  
   Joyce Willis 629-2573 or  

Sherry Reed 629-7535 

December 16, 2018  
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In Christianity, we hear often about the "Good 

News." We might often associate it with Jesus' 

compassion  to  the  poor,  his  healings  and  

miracles,  and  the  salvation  he  won for us. In 

today's Gospel, we read of John the Baptist. 

"Exhorting them in many other ways, he preached 

good news to the people." Yet as we examine the 

rest of the reading, we see examples of John's 

preaching. If you have two cloaks, give one 

away.  Don't  cheat  others out of their money, 

extort, or lie. And, of course, the warning that the 

Messiah is on the move and "his winnowing fan is 

in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to 

gather the wheat  into  his  barn,  but  the chaff 

he will  burn  with unquenchable fire." Merry 

Christmas? 

 

Not only do John's listeners enjoy his message, but 

they  seem  to think he might be the awaited 

Messiah!   To  understand  today's  Gospel,  it's  

important to understand the Jewish people. For 

most of their history, God's chosen people had 

been under someone else's heel. They were slaves 

in Egypt. Their kingdoms were ravaged first by the 

Assyrians, then the Babylonians. Now they were 

under the yoke of the Roman Empire. Familiar with 

being strangers in a strange land, welcoming the 

stranger, caring for the vulnerable, and enacting 

justice  was  incredibly  important  to  them  as  a 

people. While John's words may seem odd or 

strong to our modern ears, this call to justice was 

welcome, even if it was directed at the hearer. 

 

The truth is, no one is exempt from John's call to 

repentance.  We  all  have  further to go in the 

Christian life. We can all grow in virtue and love 

our neighbors more generously. The Church gives 

us the Advent season to examine our own hearts. 

Did any of John's warnings resonate with you? 

That could be a great thing to bring to Jesus this 

week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Christmas Mass Schedule: 
   

      Monday, December 24th — 4:30 pm 
     Midnight 
      Tuesday, December 25th — 9:00 am 
     (There is no 8:00 am Mass on Christmas Day)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 New Years Mass Schedule:   
 

 Monday, December 31st — 4:30 pm 
        (There is no 8:00 am Mass on New Years Eve) 
 

 Tuesday, January 1st — 9:00 am 
     (There is no 8:00 am Mass on New Year’s Day)  

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 

Lighting Devotional Candles  - A Special Prayer & Petition 
 

We light candles before images and statues of Our Lord, Our Lady, and the saints, not as an attempt at worship, 

but as a symbol of the light of faith with which we ask for God’s help. The flame also alludes to the Old Testament 

offering of a burnt sacrifice, made in petition, adoration, or reparation for sins. 
 

We usually see this type of candle in churches, but many people also choose to use devotional candles at 

home, and place them in a prayer corner or on a table while they pray.   
 

While  we  can  certainly pray and petition without candles, the physical act of lighting a candle, and perhaps 

giving a small monetary offering, is a chance for us to bring our entire person—body, mind, heart and soul—into 

the act of praying.  Our candle donation amount is $3.00 for the large 6-day candles and .50 for the small ones. 
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Seminarian Collection  

During Christmas 
 

Last    week    Bryce    Weindel  

from Immaculate Conception, 

Dardienne Prairie spoke to us 

about  being a Seminarian. 
   

We thank him for taking the time  to  tell  us  a  little   

about   himself  and  his  perseverance  to become 

a priest. 
 

At Christmas, the church takes up a collection to help 

the  Seminarians  in   their  endeavors.   Please  be  

generous in your donations and pray for many future 

priests.  
 

“If you like your priest, donate generously.  If you 

don’t like your priest, give more and we will make 

better priest.”  

 

Catholic Services of 

St. Clair would like to thank 

everyone who donated to 

the pantry so that they 

could help those in need.   

 

  This past year they helped: 
 

 -  1559 people 

 -    433 families with food 

 -    127 families with electric, water, gas  

                        & medical needs  

 

God Bless and have a Blessed Christmas!  

  

              Christmas Ministry Schedule 

 
 

   4:30 PM  Christmas Vigil  
 

    Lector . . . . Jackie Daugherty 

    Eucharistic Ministers . . . . 

           Jeanine Lewis, Joan Wells 

    Gift Bearers . . . .Volunteers 

    Servers . . . . Volunteers 

 

 

Midnight Christmas Mass  
 

 Lector . . . . Holly Hoffman 

Eucharistic Ministers . . . . 

    Pat Gebken, Rita Davis 

Gift Bearers . . . .  Volunteers 

Servers . . . . Volunteers 

                      

     9:00 AM Christmas Day Mass  
 

    Lector . . . . Erin Wild 

    Eucharistic Ministers . . . . Joan Wells, Mary Jane Milller  

    Gift Bearers . . . . Volunteers 

    Servers . . . . Volunteers 
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Religious Give Thanks. 
 

 "This money is pure gift," 

writes a religious sister of 

the   support  made    

possible by the Retirement 

Fund for    Religious.  "It 

enables us to continue 

providing  care for our 

elderly sisters." Your gift to 

last week's collection 

helps hundreds of religious       

communities meet  

pressing retirement  needs  

while  continuing  to  

serve  the People of God. 

Thank you for  

your generosity! 
 

St. Clare Parish forwarded  

$ xx to the Retirement 

Fund for the Religious.  

 

In a world so often filled with darkness and sin, 

Jesus, You are the rising Son! 

When the night of our lives feels longer  

than we can bear, 

Jesus, You are the hope of a new dawn! 

When we are anxious for what the future holds, 

Jesus, You are the morning star that never sets! 
 

 

 

In all our confusion and division, 

Jesus, You are the light of the world! 

Heavenly Father, in this Advent season,  

we await Your Son’s coming with anticipation. 

Send Your Spirit to sustain and carry us 

through these final days of Advent preparation, 

as we await the dawning of the Light of the World! 

Amen. 

3rd Sunday of Advent 
 

In the same sentence where he reminds his listeners that he 

has cured the blind, the lame, the deaf, the sick, and even 

raised the dead, Jesus concludes by adding, "The poor have 

the good news proclaimed to them." How did that make the 

list of supernatural cures? What's so miraculous about good 

news? The poor are not just those in physical poverty, but 

those whose sins have impoverished their souls. This of course 

applies to us. The poverty of our own sinfulness can be over-

come  by  the  forgiveness  offered  to us in Christ. Because of 

t h i s ,  w e  h a v e  c a u s e  t o  r e j o i c e ! 
 

And on this Third Sunday of Advent, Gaudete Sunday, we are 

encouraged to rejoice. Gaudete Sunday derives its name 

from the opening prayer of the Mass for this day, where we 

pray,  "Gaudete in Domino semper"  ("Rejoice  in  the  Lord  

always"). So in the midst of Advent fasting and devotions, we 

rejoice  because  the  time  we  have  been preparing for is 

almost  at  hand. We pause in this season of anticipation to 

remember that, in truth, our hopes have already been fulfilled. 

He is among us, saving us even now! 

2018 Is Almost Gone!   
 

This  is  a  good  time  to  

update  your  address and 

phone number with the 

parish    office    if   you  

recently had a change. 
 

This ensures that you get 

the mailings that are sent 

throughout the year.  

 

Winter Solstice   
Prayer for the Coming of the Light 

*Winter Solstice is the darkest day and the shortest day of the winter season—December 21st 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

 DATE EVENT TIME 

Mon 12/17 Mass 8:00 am 

Tues 12/18 Mass   8:00 am 

Wed 12/19 Mass   8:00 am 

Thurs 12/20 Mass   
No Adoration 

8:00 am 
8:30 am  

Fri 12/21 Mass   8:00 am 

Sat 12/22 Confessions 
Mass 

 3:30 pm 
 4:30 pm 

Sun 
 

12/23 
Mass 
Mass (Decorating Church Afterwards)    

  8:00 am 
10:30 am 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   -   DECEMBER 22ND & 23RD  

DATE SERVERS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC  GIFT BEARERS 

12/22 

4:30 pm 
Gary Papin 

CeCe DeMaris 
Jackie Daugherty Jerry & Mary Jane Miller Volunteers 

12/23 

8:00 am 

Messenger Brothers 

Wyatt & Cole Horton 

Keegan Horst 
Tammy Alsop 

Pat Gebken 

Tammy Alsop 

Paul Savage 

Family 

12/23 

10:30 am 

Ariana Myers 

Ben Myers 

Cordelia Schreck 
Karen Tauchert 

Sue McLaughlin 

Erlene Ellert 

Bryan Martin  

Family 

 

12/23 Collection Counters:   Kathy Maupin, Debbie Marshaus, Rita Davis 

Readings For The Week 
 

Monday:   Gn 49:2, 8-10/Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17 [cf.  

         7]/Mt 1:1-17 

Tuesday:   Jer 23:5-8/Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19 [cf. 7]/Mt  

         1:18-25 

Wednesday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab,  

         16-17 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 

Thursday:   Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 7c and  

         10b]/Lk 1:26-38 

Friday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a/Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,  

         20-21 [1a; 3a]/Lk 1:39-45 

Saturday:  1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd  

        [cf. 1a]/Lk 1:46-56 

December 15th  —  December 23rd 
 

WEEKEND, DECEMBER 15TH & DECEMBER 16TH 
 

    SAT.       4:30 PM   †  HARLEY HEDGE 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  KEVIN DULWORTH 

              10:30 AM   †  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 
 

                  MONDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
 

                      8:00 AM    †  REV. PAUL J. KERSGIETER 
      

      TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH 

 

              8:00 AM    †   JAMES ‘ED’ HAYNES 
                                                  

       WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19TH 

   

               8:00 AM    †   MAE VEASMAN   
             

                                   THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20TH 

 

               8:00 AM   †   REV. JOSEPH J. WELSCHMEYER 
                        

     FRIDAY, DECEMBER 21ST 

   

              8:00 AM     †   MARY ALICE BRUEGGMANN 
 

    WEEKEND, DECEMBER 22ND & DECEMBER 23RD 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  CLARA SPRADLING 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

              10:30 AM   †  CHARLES PAPIN 

 

 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 

OUR MILITARY MEMBERS  
          Please remember in your prayers  

      the following military personnel: 
 
 

SGT Drew Alsop — US Army,  Erin Arent — US Navy,  
Jeff Arent — U.S. Marines, Jason Burton — US Navy,   

PFC Timothy Colton—US Army 
Scott Daugherty, Coty DeClue — USAF, 

SGT Cameron Earley — US Army,  
SGT Tyler Earley — US Army,  

Clay Fisher — US Marines,  
SPC Tyler Grogan —  US Army, Matthew Martin — US Navy, 

Logan Moore — USAF, Monty Perkins,   
 And Andrew Snodgrass — US Navy. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR LOVED ONES 
May God Provide Health and  

Comfort to: 
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November 
Jewel Woodcock, Sandy Stahl, Maggie Hopkins, 

Joann Haynes, Alberta Kindel,  

Gordon Monk, Claude Friend, Gordon Friend,  

Sharon Schuermann, Sharon Havin, 

 Richard Williams, and Carolyn Williams. 

December  
Evelyn McCarty, Marilyn Decker, and John Evans. 

October 
Tiffany Shults, Debbie Clark,  

Jackie Windler, Tim Davis, Dillion Shadrick,  

Elena Vance, Wendy Peters, John Vogelgesang,  

Lori Mayer and Sandy Stecher. 
Week of December 9th 

 

Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $   3,017.00 
Loose Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  89.54 
Immaculate Conception . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    515.00 
 
 Total Money For Operating Capital               $    3,621.54 
 

Restricted Funds 
  

Christmas Flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             110.00 
California Wild Fires . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               60.00 
Building Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     1.00 
Parish Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   70.00 
  Total                                                                $         241.00 

  

           Monthly Offertory Total To Date:  $  7,484.22 

      December Collection Goal:         $24,775.00 
 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of our Parishioners! 

 

“Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by 

prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make 

your requests known to God.”  
                                          —PHILIPPIANS 4:6 

 

St. Paul reminds us that our God is an abun-

dant God, the ultimate giver of gifts. He 

promises to give us all that we need. When 

we trust that God will take care of us, it is 

easier for us to share what we have been 

given. 

Everyday Stewardship . . . . .  
 

I wish I were a better steward. I would like to think 

I am a pretty generous person, and I do work 

hard to cultivate the characteristics of a good 

Everyday  Steward  in  my life.  However,  steward-

ship  is  about  more  than giving. It is also about 

prudence and wise planning. It is about storing up 

grain for the lean years and making sure there is 

enough oil to light your lamps when the power 

goes out. If I were a better steward, I would have 

that $1,000 emergency fund to dip into when I 

need  a  car repair.   I   would  save  more  for  

retirement and vacation. I would have more food 

in the garage freezer because I bought more on 

sale and prepared for when money was a little 

tighter. In a nutshell, I would be prepared for 

whatever comes my way, good or bad. 
 

Advent  is  a  time of preparation. We not only 

prepare for Christmas, but for the day when Jesus 

Christ returns again. Unfortunately, we too often 

act like this is the only time to prepare for such 

events. We should be preparing all throughout 

the year. 
  

If we only focus on our spirituality at Advent and 

Lent, then we are poor stewards of our time the 

rest  of  the  year.   The  wise  steward  is  always 

cultivating their faith and working to improve their 

relationship with God. They know that they need 

to be prepared for anything at any time. They 

stand ready, waiting for the call of their God. 

  

   --Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

 October 100 Club Winners  
 

Mark & Pam Haynes 
 
 

November 100 Club Winners 
 

Jerome & Norma Ritter 
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