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CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    Saint Clare 

 

WELCOME 
 

A   warm welcome to  all who have come to worship with  us. If you are visiting, we are honored  by your  presence.   

If    you   are   interested  in  becoming a member, please call the rectory.  Our Parish  serves  the   needs   of  this 

community in many ways.  We offer preparation for  Sacraments, education for children and adults,  social activities,  

assistance  to  those in difficulty, comfort to the sick and those who mourn a loss.   
 

If  we  can  be  of  service,  please  let  us  know.   

For your convenience, we have blue  “Let Us Know” Cards in  back  of  church.   

 

PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Fr. Eric Kunz, Pastor 

Deacon Harvey Dubbs 

Deacon TJ Wild 

Mass Times 
   Saturday                   4:30 PM 

    Sunday                         8:00 AM 

                              10:30 AM 

   Monday — Friday        8:00 AM 
 

 

LATIN MASS 

First Friday of each month 

8:00 AM  

 

Confessions 
Saturday    3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

     Eucharistic Exposition 
    Thursday 8:30 AM  - 2:40 PM 

Benediction  
   Thursday  2:40 PM 

 

    Prayer Chain Contacts  
   Joyce Willis 629-2573 or  

Sherry Reed 629-7535 

January 27, 2019  — 3rd Sunday Ordinary Time 
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"He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up." Did 

you  grow  up  in  a  small town? Whenever you see 

stories of tight-knit communities, a common refrain is 

that everybody knows everybody and that's very 

difficult to change. If you leave and return, people 

expect you to be and act a certain way, and it's 

strange for them if you do not. In today's Gospel, we 

see that Jesus was already moving "in the power of 

the Spirit and news of him spread throughout the 

whole region. He...was praised by all." His ministry has 

begun! News of his growing popularity must have 

proceeded him to Nazareth. 

 

Upon his arrival, he "went according to his custom 

into the synagogue on the sabbath day." For the first 

few moments, he is what they expect - their home-

town  boy  returning  to  pay  his  respects. As was 

common of men at the time, he takes a turn reading 

a passage of Sacred Scripture. It is a bold passage, 

one he selects intentionally. "He unrolled the scroll 

and found the passage where it was written: The 

Spirit of the Lord is upon me." After reading about 

holy anointings, liberation for the poor and prisoners, 

and physical healings, Jesus does the unthinkable. 

"'Today  this  Scripture  passage  is  fulfilled  in  your 

hearing.'" 

 

We are all called to imitate Christ wherever we are. 

This might mean doing the unexpected! All too often 

we're content with the daily status quo, and so are 

the people around us. When we take a stand for 

Christian values, change our lifestyle to reflect the 

Gospel, and work for justice in society, we may 

make others uncomfortable. But Jesus doesn't call us 

to  the  same  life  we  lived yesterday or the year 

before that. He is calling all of us - each and every 

one of us - to deeper conversion of heart. No matter 

what other people expect, will you love in the Spirit 

of the Lord today? 

March For Life Held January 18th in Washington, DC 

 

Pope Francis has said that respect for life is not just about the 

unborn  child  in  the womb, but also about the least of our 

brothers and sisters.  Yes, it is even upon the undocumented 

resident alien who has no voice but ours. As followers of Jesus 

Christ, we are all called to protect the voiceless. 

 

    Let us pray... 
 

 

Good and gracious God, 

you blew into our nostrils the breath of life. 

You are the One to whom we owe our very existence. 

 

Give us the courage to take that unpopular position 

of protecting those who have no voice, 

the unborn child in the womb 

to the person taking his or her last breath. 

 

The life you have given us is a gift beyond measure. 

Embolden us to speak the truth 

about protecting the child, the elderly, 

and the one without a voice in the public square. 

 

With thankful hearts, 

we ask all this of the One God, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

As  some  of  you  may  know, our 

school  building  was  hit   by  

vandals who left graffiti written all 

over it as well as on the back 

door.   
 

Thanks goes to Chad Horton and family for 

helping “undo” the damage.  We will still 

have to repaint the door but the writings are  

off the brick.   
 

Also, special thanks to Mark Mayer and his 

uncle for shoveling the snow from the front of 

church.  It sure made a difference! 
 

Lastly, thanks to everyone who helped take 

down Christmas.  The KC’s helped with the 

outside manger and Shane Collins, Luke 

Collins, Corey Myers, and Arianna Myers 

helped with all the inside work.  It is a big job 

and their help was invaluable.  
 

Thank you everyone for helping!  

 

 

 

Tired  of  the  snow  and  cold  weather yet?  Well, 

next Saturday is Groundhog day and we shall see 

when the cold leaves and we can look toward spring 

weather.  

Where  does  Groundhog  day  come from?  It is a 

Pennsylvania Dutch superstition that if a groundhog 

emerging from its burrow on this day sees a shadow, it 

retreats to its den to go back to sleep and we have 

six more weeks of winter.  If it doesn’t see it’s shadow, 

spring will arrive early.   

While the tradition remains popular in modern times, 

studies have found no consistent correlation between 

a   groundhog   seeing   its  shadow  or not and the 

subsequent arrival time of spring-like weather.  But we 

can hope!  

 

This weather lore was brought from German-speaking 

areas where the badger is the forecasting animal.  An 

enhanced version of the lore states that clear 

weather on Candlemas day leads to a prolonged 

winter as well.  

 

We  will  just  have  to wait  for  Punxsutawney Phil in 

Gobbler’s Knob to predict the upcoming weather.  

We can only wish for a cloudy day and nicer weather 

to come! 

 

Saturday 

February 2nd 

RELIGIOUS ARTICLES ROOM OPEN NEXT WEEKEND 

Saturday, February 2nd and Sunday, February 3rd 
 

It will be the first weekend of the month, 

and your opportunity to purchase religious 

items from the Ladies Sodality Religious  

Articles Room. 
 

Save a trip out of town and shop local!  

There are many items to look at and 

choose that special gift for communion or 

upcoming confirmation.  Need a rosary, 

there are many to choose from and you 

are sure to find one that you like.   
 

The room will be open after every Mass 

during this weekend.  Please use the side 

stairs for entry. 
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Other Events/Activities . . . . . .   
 

Pro-Life Holy Hour — Monday, January 28th, Our Lady of 

Lourdes Adoration Chapel, Washington, MO.  Prayers 

and  Benediction  for  Respect  for  Life,  offering  

reparation for 60 million babies killed by abortion, and 

that American will once again protect the lives of the 

unborn.   Come  join  them  as t hey  pray  for  God’s 

forgiveness for  the  evil  that  lurks  throughout  our 

society.  

 

Trivia — Saturday, February 2nd, St. Francis Borgia Grade 

School,  Washington, MO. Grab 8 — 10 people & bring 

a plate of snacks.  Award given for best themed  

     table.  Doors open 6:00 pm and starts at 7:00 pm.   

$15/per person.  Must be 21 to attend.   No outside 

booze allowed.  Cash Bar.  Silent Auction. RSVP to  

     sfbriviaknight@gmail.com 

PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Year-end donation reports will be mailed by 

 January 31st.  If you don’t receive one and  

expected one, please notify the parish  

office at 629-0315. 

Week of January 27th — February 2nd 
 

Since  1974,   National  Catholic  Schools  Week  is  the  annual  celebration  of  Catholic 

education in the United States. If you are interested in sending your child to a catholic 

school,  this  is  the  time  to  visit  them  and check them out.  Many special events are 

happening  in  our  neighboring   schools   including   Immaculate   Conception,   Union;  

St. Anthony, Sullivan, and St. John’s the Baptist (Gildehaus), Villa Ridge.  
 

Don’t forget that there are many scholarships available to help with tuition.  The Evelyn 

Oliver Scholarship and the Today & Tomorrow Scholarships through the Archdiocese offer 

different amounts available helping with elementary tuition and books.  On the high 

school level, the Daughters of Isabella have a scholarship available for entering freshman 

from our parish.  For more information, please contact the parish office at 629-0315. 

St. Francis of Assisi Sweetheart Dance 

Saturday, February 9th 

8 PM until Midnight 
 

$25/couple ($30 at door) 

$15/single ($20 at door) 

Snacks, Soda, Set-ups 

included (BYOB) 

 

Live Auction and Silent Auction as well.  

 Must be 21 to enter. 

 

RSVP to parish338@archstl.org or call  

636-629-1717. 

Register Now! 
 

11th Annual Catholic Men For Christ Conference 

 

Saturday, February 2nd 

7:00 am—5:00 pm 
 

Touhill Performing Arts Center (UMSL) 
 

Speakers:  Ralph Martin, Deacon Larry Oney, Rev. 

Thomas Vordtried, and Jesse Romero. 
 

For more information or to register visit 

catholicmenforchrist.org or call 314-516-4949 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

 DATE EVENT TIME 

Mon 01/28 Mass  8:00 am 

Tues 01/29 Mass  8:00 am 

Wed 01/30 Mass 8:00 am 

Thurs 01/31 Mass 
Adoration 

8:00 am 
8:30 am  

Fri 02/01 Latin Mass 8:00 am 

Sat 02/02 Confessions 
Mass 

 3:30 pm 
 4:30 pm 

Sun 
 

02/03 
Mass 
Mass   

  8:00 am 
10:30 am 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   -   FEBRUARY 2ND & 3RD  

DATE SERVERS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC  GIFT BEARERS 

02/02 

4:30 pm 
Gary Papin 

CeCe DeMaris 
Sheria Yancey 

Sheria Yancey 

Pat Gebken 

John Percival  

Family 

02/03 

8:00 am 

Messenger Brothers 

Wyatt & Cole Horton 

Keegan Horst 
Joyce Willis 

Tammy Alsop 

Sharon Freeman 

Larry & Debbie 

Hanks 

02/03 

10:30 am 

David Braun 

Arianna Myers 

Volunteer 
Dan McLaughlin 

Kay Blanke 

Jeanine Lewis 

TJ Wild 

Family 

 

02/03 Collection Counters:   Janet Lindemann, Teri O’Brien, Anna Grasso 

Readings For The Week 
 

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4, 5-6  

             [1a]/Mk 3:22-30 

Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10/Ps 40:2 and 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11  

             [8a and 9a]/Mk 3:31-35 

Wednesday: Heb 10:11-18/Ps 110:1, 2, 3, 4 [4b]/Mk  

             4:1-20 

Thursday: Heb 10:19-25/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/ 

            Mk 4:21-25 

Friday: Heb 10:32-39/Ps 37:3-4, 5-6, 23-24, 39-40 [39a]/ 

            Mk 4:26-34 

Saturday: Mal 3:1-4/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 19 [8]/Heb 2:14-18/ 

            Lk 2:22-40  

January 26th  —  February 3rd 
 

    WEEKEND, JANUARY 26TH & JANUARY 27TH 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  ERVIN LINDEMANN 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

              10:30 AM   †  WAYNE MYERS 
 

                 MONDAY, JANUARY 28TH 
 

                      8:00 AM     †  MSGR. WILLIAM H. DRENNAN 
       

     TUESDAY, JANUARY 29TH 
 

              8:00 AM    †   JANICE GREEN 
                                                  

       WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 30TH 

   

               8:00 AM    †   CAROLYN WILLIAMS  
         

                                THURSDAY, JANUARY 31ST 

 

               8:00 AM   †   REV. WILLIAM B. AHRENS 
                        

     FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1ST
   

              8:00 AM     †   STAN SCHILLING 
 

    WEEKEND, FEBRUARY 2ND & FEBRUARY 3RD 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  EVELYN MCCARTY 

              10:30 AM   †  EDGAR HAGEDORN 

 

 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 

OUR MILITARY MEMBERS  
          Please remember in your prayers  
      the following military personnel: 

 
 

SGT Drew Alsop — US Army,  Erin Arent — US Navy,  
Jeff Arent — U.S. Marines, SGT Jamie Bucher—USAF, 

Jason Burton — US Navy,   
PFC Timothy Colton—US Army 

Scott Daugherty, Coty DeClue — USAF, 
SGT Cameron Earley — US Army,  

SGT Tyler Earley — US Army,  
Clay Fisher — US Marines,  

SPC Tyler Grogan —  US Army, Matthew Martin — US Navy, 
Logan Moore — USAF, Monty Perkins,   
 And Andrew Snodgrass — US Navy. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR LOVED ONES 
May God Provide Health and  

Comfort to: 
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November 
Jewel Woodcock, Sandy Stahl, Maggie Hopkins, 

Joann Haynes, Alberta Kindel,  

Gordon Monk, Claude Friend,  

Sharon Schuermann, Sharon Havin, and 

 Richard Williams. 

December  
Raymond Rolley, Marilyn Decker, and John Evans. 

January 

Elena Vance, Gordon Friend, Charlotte Hagedorn,  

Tiffany Shults, Debbie Clark, Jackie Windler, Tim Davis,  

Dillion Shadrick, Wendy Peters, John Vogelgesang,  

Lori Mayer and Sandy Stecher. 

Weeks of January 13th & 20th 
 

Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $   5,298.00 
Loose Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                199.00 
Initial Offering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    55.00 
Solemnity of Mary . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   10.00 
 
 Total Money For Operating Capital               $    5,562.00 
 

Restricted Funds 
  

Parish Improvement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               65.00 
Catholic Services of St. Clair . . . . . . . . . . . . .              200.00 
St. Louis Review . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               350.00 
Building Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       2.00 
   
  Total                                                                $         617.00 
 
Carolyn Williams Memorial . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $         175.00  

  

           Monthly Offertory Total To Date:  $  9,952.44 

      January Collection Goal:              $14,800.00 
 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of our Parishioners! 

“Go, eat rich foods and drink sweet drinks,  

and allot portions to those who had  

nothing prepared…”  
                                                           -Nehemiah 8:10 
 

Ezra’s instructions to the people show us that 

God does not forbid us from enjoying the good 

things  in  life.   He   wants  us  to  be happy!  

However,  God  expects us to be grateful for all 

that He has given us and to generously share 

our blessings with those who are in need without 

expecting anything in return. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN 

YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS 
 

Remember that time when you arrived at school to 

take a test or quiz on material you failed to read? 

Maybe  it  was  on  a classic book or a chapter in a 

science textbook. Did your blood pressure go sky high 

and  the  sweat start to show on your forehead? 

Squirming in the seat, you wondered what you could 

have done to avoid feeling this way. Then it came to 

you: you should have read what you were supposed 

to read! 
 

Procrastination, indifference, poor scheduling of time, 

and  stubbornness  are  all reasons why we fail to be 

prepared for a situation that arises in our lives. We lack 

commitment in doing what we are asked to do or 

what we know we should do. This is certainly true in 

our spiritual lives as well. We may choose to bear the 

label of  disciple  or  good  steward,  but  we  don't  

really prepare ourselves for the daily journey of life.  
 

Sacred  Scripture  can  prepare us more fully for the 

circumstances of life, but not if we fail to read it. The 

words contained there are Spirit and life for us. They 

help us to understand where we fit into the Body of 

Christ and how we are to respond to the daily call of 

Christ. Everyday Stewards should be committed to 

reading and reflection of the Word of God. We know 

we should spend time with God's Word, but too often 

we  fail  to  due  to  the  same   reasons   already  

mentioned. When we failed to read in school, perhaps 

we failed the test and it hurt our grade. When we fail 

in life due to lack of preparedness, sometimes the 

consequences are more severe. 

 

   -- Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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