
“Love God, serve God, everything is in that” 

165  E .  SP R IN GF I E LD  ROAD  ●  S T.  C LA I R ,  MO 63077  
636-629-0315  †  Fax: 636-629-2327  †  www.stclarecatholic.org  †  Parish358@archstl.org 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    Saint Clare 

March 24, 2019  — 3rd Sunday of Lent   
 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

  Eucharistic Exposition 
       Thursday 8:30 AM  - 2:40 PM 
 

Benediction  
 Thursday  2:40 PM 

 

          Prayer Chain Contacts  
                     Joyce Willis 629-2573 or  

 Sherry Reed 629-7535 

Mass Times 
           Saturday                   4:30 PM 

           Sunday                      8:00 AM 

                                         10:30 AM 

           Monday — Friday     8:00 AM 
 

LATIN MASS 
First Friday of each month at 8:00 AM  

 

PARISH  

INFORMATION 
 

Fr. Eric Kunz, Pastor 

Deacon Harvey Dubbs 

Deacon TJ Wild 

WELCOME 
 

A   warm welcome to  all who have come to worship with  us. If you are visiting, we are honored  by your  presence.   

If   you   are  interested   in   becoming  a  member,  please  call  the  rectory.   Our  Parish  serves  the   needs  of this   

community in many ways.  We offer preparation for  Sacraments, education for children and adults,  social activities,  

assistance  to  those in difficulty, comfort to the sick and those who mourn a loss.   
 

If  we  can  be  of  service,  please  let  us  know.  We  hope  you  will  come  again soon.  

For your convenience, we have blue “Let Us Know” cards in back of church.  

Stations of the Cross each Friday during Lent  

immediately following the 8:00 am Mass 
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GOSPEL MEDITATION -  

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING  

OF SCRIPTURE 
 

"There once was a person who had a fig tree 

planted in his orchard, and when he came in 

search of fruit on it [he] found none." We live in a 

results-driven  society.  It  can be  easy  to put 

pressure on ourselves to succeed. If we're not 

keeping up with the perceived "good life" of those 

around us, we feel anxious and disappointed. 

Some of the Gospel stories about fruitfulness can 

seem to play out in this fashion. "For three years 

now I have come in search of fruit on this fig tree 

but  have  found none.  So  cut  it  down." The 

message seems to be clear. Abide in God and 

bear fruit! Stand apart from God and be barren. 

But what happens when we're trying, but the 

growth we wanted doesn't seem to be coming 

our way? What if it feels like life just isn't bearing 

fruit? 
 

This Sunday, Jesus gives us a sign of hope. "[The 

gardener] said to him in reply, 'Sir, leave it for this 

year also ? it may bear fruit in the future." How 

quick we can be to judge! Perhaps you started 

out Lent with high hopes and big ideas for getting 

closer to God. Maybe things haven't gone exactly 

like you thought. It can be easy to lose patience 

with our failures or slow growth. We shouldn't be 

too quick to assume that God has given up on us. 

He hasn't. 
 

The same ideas apply to those around us. Perhaps 

we're  the  planter  of  the fig tree. We expect a 

certain amount of growth from someone in our 

life, and they just aren't measuring up. Let today's 

Gospel  be  a gentle nudge for mercy. As Lent 

continues to unfold, be patient with yourself and 

those around you. Wait for God to provide the 

growth. 

“Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
                                     - Luke 12:34 

A bequest is a specific provision in your will or living trust, leaving money or other assets to a person or institution. If 

you would like to bequeath money or other assets to your church, contact your parish office or the Archdiocese.  

 

St. Clare Purgatorial Society 
 

Perpetual Masses are offered the 1st Monday of the month as well as a special Mass 

each November.  The donation is $30 and you receive a certificate of inclusion.  

Contact the parish office at 629-0315 for more information. 

SEASONAL REFLECTION 
 

A Prayer to Be Open to God's Will 

Good and gracious God,  

I know that life can be unpredictable. 

Sometimes I know what is good and right, 

but I don't have the courage to do it. 

Sometimes I am so busy with my own affairs, 

I forget to see the needs of people in front of me. 

Sometimes I am set in my own ways, 

and I resist growing and learning. 

Help me, Lord, to be open to Your will. 

When You prompt me to do the right thing, 

give me the courage to do it. 

When those around me need my help, 

give me Your heart to love them. 

When I'm stuck in my own ways, 

give me the grace to grow closer to You  

every day. 

Give me the trust and confidence of Mary. 

Let it be done unto me according to Your word! 

Amen. 
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  GOLF TOURNAMENT 

Scheduled for May 4th 
at Meramec Shores Golf Course 

 

CANCELLED 

PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fish/Chicken Dinner 

Friday, March 29th 

4:00 pm — 7:00 pm 

KC Hall 
 

Menu includes: 
 

Deep  Fried  Catfish,  Cod  &  Chicken,  Potato 

Wedges, Baked Beans, Green Beans, Cole Slaw, 

Applesauce, Dessert, Coffee, Iced Tea and 

 Lemonade.   
 

Adults (Age 12 & Up)  and carry out dinners    $11.00 

Child (5 thru 11)  $5.00 

Under 5 years  Eat FREE! 
 

Sponsored by the Daughters of Isabella Circle #1082 

and the Knights of Columbus Council 4667 

Congregation Messengers  

of Fatima  

Receives Four Young Men 

Into Their Novitiate. 
 

The parish is invited to attend the 

ceremony on March 25th at the 

Fatima   Chapel  ( at 150  Hwy  WW   in  

St.  Clair).  Archbishop  Robert  Carlson    

will preside at the ceremony which 

starts  at  5:00  pm.    A  reception    will  

follow.  Those that plan to attend, if 

you could RSVP to the parish office it 

would be greatly appreciated.  
 

St. Clare Parish  

congratulates these four men 

for their work,  

dedication, and service. 

YIKES!  IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN . . . . 
 

Our annual parish picnic will be 

Saturday, August 17th.  This year 

we are asking for volunteers to 

help on the steering committee 

to help plan the picnic.   
 

If you are interested in being involved with the 

steering committee, please contact the parish 

office.  We will have our first meeting shortly after 

the Easter Season is over.  

We had a great turnout at our Special St. Pat’s Day Bingo! 
 

A big THANK YOU to all our workers (Teri Price-the leprechaun, Mike Boyer, 

Shirley Moore, Betty Hinson, Steve & Karen Tauchert, John & Jackie 

Daugherty, Tammy & Jim Alsop, Paul & Heather Savage, Dave & Cathy  

Wilson, Paul & Sharon Freeman, Steve Stolle, the Messenger Brothers, and 

our dessert volunteers including Karen Jones, Diane Overschmidt and the 

many others who donate the wonderful treats.   
 

We are thankful for the Knights of Columbus support — especially letting us have the hall  on 

such a busy weekend.  And thanks to all the parishioners and their friends who joined us for a 

night of fun!   
 

Remember that our regular bingo is the 2nd Tuesday of each month.  Our next bingo will be 

Tuesday, April 9th.  We hope to see everyone there again!  

Monday, March 25th 

The “Annunciation” refers to “The visit of the angel 

Gabriel to the Blessed Virgin Mary to inform her that 

she was to be the Mother of the Savior.  After giving 

her consent to God’s word, Mary became the 

Mother of Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
(Catechism , 484,494, Glossary, p. 866) 
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PARISH SCRIP CARD PROGRAM —  
 

Many selections are available.  See our list in 

back of church and place your order.  Use it to 

pay for your purchase and earn the parish a  

percent as well!   
 

Don’t forget that we have some in stock for 

 immediate pickup.  More information on our 

order form on the last page of this bulletin. 

Other Lenten Friday Fish Frys. . . . . .   
 

St. Pius V, Singler Hall, Grand & Utah, St. Louis, MO .  

Serving from 4:00 pm — 7:30 pm.  $10 full plate or $5 

1/2 plate.  Fried or Baked Cod and Fried Catfish.  

Join them for a night filled with live music, drinks, 

great food and a fantastic community.  The have a 

“go” room.  
 

St. John’s Gildehaus, Villa Ridge, MO.  Serving from 

4:30 pm until 8:00 pm.  Serving Fried Cod, Fried  

     Catfish, and Baked Cod.  Adults $13, Children 6 –12 

$5.00 Carry outs available.  
 

St. Francis of Assisi, Luebbering, MO.  Serving from  

     4:30 pm until 7:00 pm.  Hand-battered Cod &  

     Catfish.  Adults $11.00, Child 6 — 11 $5.00.   Dine In 

or Carry Out.  
 

St. Francis Borgia Grade School, Washington, MO.  

Catfish & Cod Fillet.  MARCH 29th Only.  Serving  

     4:00 pm until 7:00 pm.  Adults $11.00 Child 6 — 11 

$5.00.  Under 6 free.  Carry outs available.  

Fifth Sunday Breakfast — Sunday March 31st, St. John’s  

     Gildehaus Parish Center, Villa Ridge, MO.  Serving  

     from 7:30 am until 11:00 am. Adults $9, Child $3 and  

     Under 6 free.  Sponsored by KC Council #8073 with  

     proceeds to St. John’s School.  

Annual Lenten Day Of Recollection 

Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis 

Saturday, March 30th 

10:00 am until 5:00 pm 
 

The  season  of  Lent  is  a  reflective period where we 

contemplate  our  lives  as  we  journey towards the 

expectation of Easter Resurrection.   
 

But, as modern Catholics, how do we participate in the 

suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus in our daily 

lives while inundated with so many secular alternatives 

to the Gospel message? 
 

By sharing Christ’s journey to Calvary with others 

around us, we come to understand more clearly our 

own participation in the Body of Christ, able to convert 

the internal reflection of faith to external actions, and 

new way o looking at life. 
 

Parishioners,  their  guests,  and  all  throughout  the 

Archdiocese  are  invited  to  join  Archbishop Robert 

Carlson in this special day of reflection, recollection, 

and reconciliation.   
 

Free event with good will offering accepted to offset 

the cost of lunch.  Advance registrations is requested.  

Contact Mary Ann Fox at 314-373-8208.  

The monthly Deanery Pro-Life Holy Hour will be held on 

Monday, March 25th at 7:00 pm at Our Lady of Lourdes 

Adoration Chapel with prayers and Benediction for 

Respect for Life, offering reparation for 60 million  

babies killed by abortion, and that America will once 

again protect the lives of the unborn.  Come join them 

as they pray for God’s forgiveness for the evil that lurks 

throughout our society.  

Daughters of Isabella Rummage Sale — May 
 

As you start getting ready for Spring Cleaning,  

remember that the D of I will hold their rummage sale 

in May.  So gather up your donations, clean out those 

drawers and closets so that you will be ready to   

donate them for their sale.  No TV’s Or large  

appliances.  Watch for more information as we get 

closer to the event. 

Lent is a good time to decide to deepen your 

faith, and your relationship with your spouse.  
 

 Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends offer you 

new tools to improve your communication, and open 

a whole world of closeness.  Attend a Worldwide  

Marriage Encounter Weekend on April 12th — 14th in 

St. Peters, MO and June 21st— 23rd at the Chiara  

Center in Springfield, IL.  If you would like to apply or 

get more information, go to  

https://stl-wwme.org/schedule.php or  

call 314-649-7317.  

For all those who work or volunteer around our parish 

children or vulnerable adults, you need to take a 

“Protecting God’s Children Workshop” and have a 

background check.  If you are a new volunteer, 

please contact the parish office.   
 

St. Francis Borgia is having a class on Monday, March 

25th at 6:30 pm in Jesuit Hall — Franciscan Room.  You 

must be registered.  The parish office can help and 

provide you with more information.  636-629-0315 



St. Clair, MO 5 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

 DATE EVENT TIME 

Mon 03/25 Mass  8:00 am 

Tues 03/26 Mass  8:00 am 

Wed 03/27 Mass 8:00 am 

Thurs 03/28 Mass 
Adoration 

8:00 am 
8:30 am  

Fri 03/29 Mass (Stations of the Cross)  
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry (KC Hall) 

8:00 am 
4:00 pm 

Sat 03/30 Confessions 
Mass 

 3:30 pm 
 4:30 pm 

Sun 
 

03/31 
Mass  
Mass 

 8:00 am 
10:30 am 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   -   MARCH 30TH & 31ST 

DATE SERVERS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC  GIFT BEARERS 

03/30 

4:30 pm 
Gary Papin 

CeCe DeMaris 
Sheria Yancey 

Sheria Yancey 

Pat Gebken 
Volunteers 

03/31 

8:00 am 

Messenger Brothers 

Wyatt & Cole Horton 

  
Chad Horton 

Rita Davis 

Sharon Freeman 

Chad Horton 

Family 

03/31 

10:30 am 

Ariana Myers 

Ben Myers 

Josh Myers 
Dan McLaughlin 

Sue McLaughlin 

Erlene Ellert 

TJ Wild 

Family 

 

03/31 Collection Counters:   Janet Lindemann, Teri O’Brien, Anna Grasso 

Readings For The Week 
Monday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Ps 40:7-8, 8b-9, 10, 11 [8a,  

         9a]/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 
 

Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43/Ps 25:4-5ab, 6 and 7bc, 8-9  

         [6a]/Mt 18:21-35 
 

Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9/Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20  

         [12a]/Mt 5:17-19 
 

Thursday: Jer 7:23-28/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9 [8]/Lk 11:14-23 
 

Friday: Hos 14:2-10/Ps 81:6c-8a, 8bc-9, 10-11ab, 14  

         and 17 [cf. 11 and 9a]/Mk 12:28-34 
 

Saturday: Hos 6:1-6/Ps 51:3-4, 18-19, 20-21ab [cf. Hos  

         6:6]/Lk 18:9-14 

March 23rd  —  March 31st 
 

    WEEKEND, MARCH 23RD & MARCH 24TH 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  OLAF OSBORN 

              10:30 AM   †  WILETTA VOGELGESANG 
 

                 MONDAY, MARCH 25TH 
 

                      8:00 AM     †  REV. JAMES C. MARSHALL 
       

     TUESDAY, MARCH 26TH 
 

              8:00 AM    †   SHIRLEY TODD 
                           

       WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27TH 

   

               8:00 AM    †  VAL ROLLEY 
           

                                THURSDAY, MARCH 28TH
 

               8:00 AM   †   JAMES J. HANNEKEN 
                        

     FRIDAY, MARCH 29TH
 

              8:00 AM     †   LEGION OF MARY — 

                                        PRAYER LIST 
 

    WEEKEND, MARCH 30TH & MARCH 31ST 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  CHARLENE SUNTRUP 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  JOANNE & LEN MEINERS 

              10:30 AM   †  PEOPLE OF THE PARISH 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 

OUR MILITARY MEMBERS  
          Please remember in your prayers  

      the following military personnel: 
 
 

SGT Drew Alsop — US Army,  Erin Arent — US Navy,  
Jeff Arent — U.S. Marines, SGT Jamie Bucher—USAF, 

Jason Burton — US Navy,   
PFC Timothy Colton—US Army 

Scott Daugherty, Coty DeClue — USAF, 
SGT Cameron Earley — US Army,  

SGT Tyler Earley — US Army,  
Clay Fisher — US Marines,  

SPC Tyler Grogan —  US Army, Matthew Martin — US Navy, 
Logan Moore — USAF, Monty Perkins,   
 And Andrew Snodgrass — US Navy. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR LOVED ONES 
May God Provide Health and  

Comfort to: 
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March  
Richard Ottomeier, Jim Charboneau, Marvin Nevills,  

Joe Reed, John Starbuck and John Evans. 

January 

Elena Vance, Gordon Friend, Charlotte Hagedorn,  

Tiffany Shults, Debbie Clark, Jackie Windler, Tim Davis,  

Dillion Shadrick, Wendy Peters, John Vogelgesang,  

Lori Mayer and Sandy Stecher. 
Week of March 17th  

 

Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $   2,951.00 
Loose Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                170.00 
Ash Wednesday Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . .                15.00 
 
 Total Money For Operating Capital               $    3,136.00 
 

Restricted Funds 
  

Parish Improvement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                5.00 
Catholic Services of St. Clair . . . . . . . . . .                    340.63 
   
  Total                                                                $         345.63 

 

           Monthly Offertory Total To Date: $ 11,825.00 

      March Collection Goal:               $ 17,500.00 
 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of our Parishioners! 

“He said to the gardener, ‘For three years 

 now I have come in search of fruit on this  

fig tree but have found none.’”  

                                              -  Luke 13:7 

 

We can all be like the barren fig tree at times. Do 

you cling to what you have or do you generously 

share with others? How will you respond when God 

asks you what you have done with all the gifts He 

has given you? Remember, not only are we called 

to be generous, we are called to develop and 

nurture our gifts and return with increase. 

February  
Angie Hagedorn, Michelle Richards, Joe Simon,  

Alicia Filla, Maggie Hopkins,  

Joann Haynes, Alberta Kindel,  

Gordon Monk, Claude Friend,  

Sharon Schuermann, Sharon Havin, and 

 Richard Williams. 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP  
 

Perhaps this Lent you are working hard to stick with 

your devotions, avoid hamburgers on Fridays, and fight 

your  temptations  for  soda  since  you  gave it up for 

Jesus. You are planting seeds in your spiritual life in 

hopes of growing them into something beautiful and 

meaningful.  However,  you  have  been  trying  this 

approach now for many years, and it is hard to say 

that much has grown during all that time. You could 

deduce that what you are doing is not as worthwhile 

as you once believed. There is no fruit because these 

things don't matter. Or you could take a real hard look 

at your life, see where you are planting those seeds, 

and finally notice what the problem has been all 

along. WEEDS! 
 

Too often, we plant seeds over and over again in soil 

that is not rich in nutrients and is filled with weeds. The 

weeds choke the life out of any growth that comes to 

the seeds planted. We think that adding good things 

to our life will change it, and removal of sin will not be 

necessary. It is like eating two large hamburgers and a 

large  fries  and  believing  you  won't  gain  weight  

b e c a u s e  y o u  d r a n k  a  D i e t  C o k e .  
 

As good stewards who are called to discern how we 

respond to the call of Jesus Christ, we must be about 

ripping those weeds out of our lives so the good seeds 

we plant can grow.  For  each  of  us,  the weeds are 

different: money, ego, sex, greed, etc. If we don't take 

a good honest look at our lives and make some tough 

choices, no amount of devotion or good works will 

make us better disciples. We will simply wait for the 

next Lent to do the same things all over again. 
 

    -Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS  
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