
“Love God, serve God, everything is in that” 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    Saint Clare 

December 8, 2019 — 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

  Eucharistic Exposition 
               Thursday 8:30 AM  - 3:00 PM 
 

          Prayer Chain Contacts  
                     Joyce Willis 629-2573 or  

      Sherry Reed 629-7535 

MASS TIMES 
 

           Saturday                 4:30 PM 

           Sunday                    8:00 AM 

                                       10:30 AM 

          Monday — Friday   8:00 AM 
 

LATIN MASS 
First Friday of each month at 8:00 AM  

 

 PARISH  

INFORMATION 
 

Fr. Eric Kunz, Pastor 

Deacon TJ Wild 

Deacon Harvey Dubbs — Retired 

WELCOME 
 

A   warm welcome to  all who have come to worship with  us. If you are visiting, we are honored  by your  presence.   

If   you   are  interested   in   becoming  a  member,  please  call  the  rectory.   Our  Parish  serves  the   needs  of this   

community in many ways.  We offer preparation for  Sacraments, education for children and adults,  social  

activities,  assistance  to  those in difficulty, comfort to the sick and those who mourn a loss.   
 

If  we  can  be  of  service,  please  let  us  know.  We  hope  you  will  come  again soon.  

For your convenience, we have blue “Let Us Know” cards in back of church.  
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK 

GOSPEL      MEDITATION     —      ENCOURAGE       DEEPER       UNDERSTANDING       OF       SCRIPTURE 

Before we began our PSR classes this year, we 

subdivided the two classrooms in the church 

basement into four rooms.  The new classrooms 

have  been  working  out  very  well and are a 

perfect size for our PSR classes.  Recently I had 

name-plates made up for the rooms downstairs to 

give a patron saint to each room.  So if you hear a 

room downstairs referred to by it’s saint name 

you’ll know what we’re talking about.  The room I 

teach out of and the Deacon’s office is called the 

St. Clare room, the room next to it is the St. Francis 

room and the two rooms cross the hall are the St. 

Anthony  room  and  the  St.  Marianne  room.   All 

of these  saints are Franciscan saints just as our 

parish  patron St. Clare.  The food pantry also has 

a patron saint, St. Elizabeth of Hungary, also a 

Franciscan saint who was very devoted to the 

poor.  The larger room where the quilters work is 

called Assisi Hall.  Let’s pray that the saints will help 

everyone who works in those rooms to do God’s 

will. 
 

This  weekend, we commemorate the second 

Sunday of Advent.   Although  it  is Dec. 8th, the 

Solemnity  of  the  Immaculate Conception gets 

transferred to the 9th because the Second Sunday 

of  Advent  takes  precedence.   However, the 

obligation   to  attend  Mass  does  not  transfer, 

so, long  story  short, the Immaculate Conception 

is not  a  Holy  Day  of  Obligation  this year.  We 

will  of course  celebrate Mass  in  honor  of the 

Immaculate Conception on Monday and we will 

conclude the Novena at the end of Mass, if you 

can come to Mass on Monday to honor Our Lady, 

I’m sure it will be a rich source of grace. 
 

If you would like someone’s name remembered in 

the Poinsettia Memorials please submit it this week 

so  we can make sure their names get into the 

bulletin.  Also, please remember to get your gift 

cards through our SCRIP program which helps the 

parish with a percentage coming back to us. 
 

This is the season of preparation to welcome our 

Dear  Savior,  if you  see  someone  in  Church 

who you do not know or you believe is new 

please feel free to welcome them!  Introduce 

yourself, invite them to consider joining one of our 

parish organizations or ministries and make them 

feel at home.  If you are new to our parish please 

introduce yourself to me or Deacon Wild and if 

you would be so kind, give the parish office a call 

so we can register you. 
 

We  are  still  looking  for  a  cantor/song  leader 

for our 4:30pm and 8:00am Masses.  If you enjoy 

singing and would like to offer your talents to the 

Lord, please let me know, we can work with you 

to prepare you for this ministry. 
 

God is so good to us, have a blessed week! 
 

Fr. Kunz 

What does it mean to be worthy?    There  are  a  few 
different ways to approach this question. Today’s Gospel 
highlights two: the way of the Pharisees and the way of 
John the Baptist.   Our faith  values good  works  and  
discipleship. Perhaps,  then,  we  “earn”  our worth by 
adhering to  the right doctrines  and following the right 
pious practice. The Pharisees thought they were worthy. 
Due to their religious pedigree and proper procedures, 
they were self-satisfied. John the Baptist’s words to them 
are strong. “Do not resume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our father.’” Of course, Jesus (and 
John)  don’t  omit the responsibility for moral behavior. 
John  gives  the  Pharisees  quite  a strong warning in 
that regard.   “Produce  good fruit as evidence of your 
repentance … every tree that does not bear good fruit will 
be cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
It’s a question of attitude. Of disposition. It’s a matter of 
the heart. If anyone would be worthy in  this scenario, it’s 

John  the  Baptist.   Jesus himself will name him the 
greatest of prophets and a great man. John, however, 
recognizes  his  own  lowly  place  in  the grand scheme 
of things. “The one who is coming after me is mightier 
than I. I am not worthy to carry  his  sandals.”    The 
Pharisees take pride in being “better” than others. John 
embraces humility in Christ being “better” than him. We 
don’t self-generate our own worthiness. We receive it as 
a gift from God. 
 
In  a  few short weeks, we’ll celebrate the birth of Christ. 
Bishop Ven. Fulton Sheen wrote about the Nativity in his 
“Life of Christ”: “Because [Jesus] was born in a cave, all 
who wish to see Him must stoop. To stoop is the mark of 
humility. The proud refuse to stoop and, therefore, they  
miss  divinity.”   God invites us to prepare our hearts this 
Advent. When you consider your own life, where are you 
looking for  your   worth?     This  Christmas,  are  you 
prepared to stoop? 
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Christmas Poinsettia’s Envelopes 
 

Each Christmas we take 

donations towards  the   

Poinsettia’s  that decorate 

the church for Christmas.   

If you have envelopes, there is one 

marked  in  your   mailings.    More 

envelopes are available in back of 

church  for  those  that  don’t  use 

envelopes but would like to donate.  

Please make sure if you are honoring 

a family member, to write or print the 

name legibly.  Deadline  for  inclusion 

in bulletin listing is December 15th.   

John wore clothing made of camel's hair and had a leather 

belt around his waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea, and the whole region 

around the Jordan were going out to him and were being 

baptized     by   him   in   the    Jordan    River    as     they 

acknowledged their sins. - Mt 3:4-6  

 

B I N G O    N I G H T 
Tuesday, December 10th 

Doors open at 5:00 pm  

Bingo starts 7:00 pm (KC Hall) 
 

       The Bingo Buy-In is a 9-On for $15.00 

Additional 9-On’s are $10.00 each 

Additional 6-On’s are $5.00 each  

          (must purchase one 9-On first) 

The Cover-All 50/50 Sheet is $2.00 each 
 

See You There …. A great night of fun!  
 

Refreshments available starting at 5:00 pm 

If school is cancelled due to weather, 

Bingo will be cancelled. 

  

                   CARD PARTY    

     Thursday, December 12, 2019 

                        KC Hall 
 

                $4.00 to play 1:00 - 4:30 pm. 

Beverages, snacks, a dessert, prizes. 

$1 to enter 50/50 drawing 

For more information, call 636-629-3719. 
 

Bring canned goods and play FREE! 

Proceeds benefit St. Clair Catholic Charities 

Christmas baskets 
 

Sponsored by the Daughters of Isabella Circle 

#1082 
 

If school is cancelled due to weather, the card 

party will be cancelled. 

2020 Calendars are Here! 
 

We are grateful for Russell Colonial Funeral 

Home for  providing  these religious   

calendars  for  our parishioners.  

Please pick one up in  

back of church. 

Don’t forget to upDate 

Your information for the 

parish directory!!! 

Have you had an address or phone number change? 
Do you want your phone number unlisted? 

Updated info needed by Dec. 11, 2019 
When completed, a copy of the directory will be mailed  

to all parishioners.  



PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Other Parish Activities . . . . . . . . . . . 
 

Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe—Saturday,  

 December 14th, St. Francis Borgia Church,  

 Washington, MO.  11:30 am Rosary ; Noon 

Mass; Reception to follow in Jesuit Hall on the 

3rd floor.  Please bring a covered dish to share. 

  Church Cleaning 

Coordinated by Ladies Sodality 

December 14th 

8:30 am 

Take some time and help get church ready 

for the Christmas Season.  Men of the parish 

are invited to help — especially with the 

heavy lifting.  Teenagers, your help is also  

requested.  Remember that many hands 

make small work of the project.  

Supplies are provided but you might want to 

bring some rags.  No need to let us know in 

advance, just show up!  

Have you started your Christmas 

Shopping Yet?  We can help!  

Scrip Cards (Store Gift Cards) are 

a popular gift item or stocking 

stuffer.  Order your Scrip Cards 

through St. Clare Parish and we 

receive a percentage and you 

get the full value of your card 

purchased.   

A win-win for everyone!  
 

Did you know that we carry some Scrip Cards on 

hand and they are available “same day”?   
 

Check out our most popular on the last page in 

the  bulletin  or  see the complete list on the 

“take-home”   form  in  back  of  church.  

Through  November  there  are  some  smaller 

denominations available as listed on the order 

form.  Place your order on Sunday or Monday 

and you can pick them up by the weekend.   
 

To place an order or for any questions, contact 

the parish office.  

 

RELIGIOUS ARTICLE ROOM IS OPEN THE FIRST 

WEEKEND OF THE MONTH. 

 * crosses/crucifixes   

 * baby gifts 

 *1st communion 

 * many other items. 

 

PLEASE USE SIDE STAIRS IN FRONT OF RECTORY.  

Other times call Elaine Heck 629-4519. 

Dynamic Catholic, Alive! — Mary as a Model 

We  may  know   a   lot   about   the   Blessed 

Virgin  Mary—celebrating  her  Immaculate 

Conception, her birth, The Annunciation, her 

glorious Assumption, etc.    How  can we sum 

it up?  This way: Mary  is the  only human 

creature who shows us that God’s original 

plan for us—that we could always choose in 

accord with His Divine Will—was possible.  

Think about it—without  Mary,  how  many  of  

us would be wondering if any of us could 

even get close?  Let her “yes” inspire us. 
archstl.org/dynamic 
 

 NOTICE: 
There will be no Mass on December 11th, 

12th, or 13th. 
Deacon Wild will have communion service 
and adoration on Thursday, December 12th 

and communion service at Crabapple  
Village on Friday, December 13th.  

“Therefore, every tree that does not bear good 
fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.”  

          —Matthew 3:10 

Do  you  bear  good fruit for Christ? Or, do 
you spend your time, talent, and treasure 
constantly acquiring more toys, clutter, and 
junk. Our time, our talent, and our treasure 
are gifts that God has given us. What we 
do with them is our gift back to God. What 
gifts are you planning to give to the Lord 
during this upcoming Christmas season? 
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

 DATE EVENT TIME 

Mon 12/09 Mass 8:00 am 

Tues 12/10 Mass 
Bingo (KC Hall) 

  8:00 am 
  7:00 pm 

Wed 12/11 
No Mass 
Legion of Mary 
PSR Classes 

8:00 am 
8:30 am 
6:00 pm 

Thurs 12/12 No Mass  
Card Party (KC Hall) 

8:00 am 
1:00 pm 

Fri 12/13 No Mass 
Crabapple Village (Deacon Wild) 

8:00 am 
10:00 am 

Sat 12/14 Confessions 
Mass  

3:30 pm 
4:30 pm 

Sun 
 

12/15 
Mass  
Mass  

  8:00 am 
10:30 am 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   -   DECEMBER 14TH & 15TH 

DATE SERVERS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC  GIFT BEARERS 

12/14 

4:30 pm 

 

Gary Papin 

CeCe Demaris 
Ruth Cordia 

Art & Ruth  

Cordia 
Volunteers 

12/15 

8:00 am 

Messenger Brothers 

Cole Horton 

Wyatt Horton  
Chad Horton 

Rita Davis 

Celeste Bruns 
Volunteers 

12/15 

10:30 am 
Schreck Family 

Children 
Joyce Willis 

Joyce Willis 

Jeanine Lewis 
Volunteers 

 

12/15 Collection Counters:   Betty Hinson, Joyce Willis, Nicole Hinson 

December 7th  — December 15th  

 

    WEEKEND, DECEMBER 7TH & DECEMBER 8TH  
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  THERESA TILLISON 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  PEOPLE OF PARISH 

              10:30 AM   †  EVELYN MCCARTY 
 

                 MONDAY, DECEMBER 9ND 
 

                      8:00 AM    †  CAROLYN WILLIAMS  
    

     TUESDAY, DECEMBER  10TH 
 

              8:00 AM    †   PETE GREEN 
                         

       WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 11TH 

   

               8:00 AM    †  NO MASS 
                                                 

                                THURSDAY, DECEMBER 12TH 

 

               8:00 AM    †  NO MASS 
                                                      

     FRIDAY, DECEMBER 13TH 

 

               8:00 AM     †  NO MASS 
                    

    WEEKEND, DECEMBER 14TH & DECEMBER 15TH 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM    †  THERESA TILLISON 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  JOE MORGAN 

              10:30 AM   †  PEOPLE OF PARISH 

  

Readings For The Week 
 

Monday:  Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [1]/ Eph 

 1:3-6, 11-12/Lk 1:26-38 

Tuesday:  Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt 

 18:12-14 

Wednesday:  Is 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt 

 11:28-30 

Thursday:  Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a/Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17 

 [cf. 8]/Lk 1:5-25 

Friday:   Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6/Mt 11:16-19 

Saturday:  Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-

 19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 

OUR MILITARY MEMBERS  
          Please remember in your prayers  

      the following military personnel: 
 
 

SGT Ian Ives  — US Army 
SGT Drew Alsop — US Army,  Erin Arent — US Navy,  
Jeff Arent — U.S. Marines, SGT Jamie Bucher—USAF, 

Jason Burton — US Navy,   
Scott Daugherty, Coty DeClue — USAF, 

SGT Cameron Earley — US Army,  
SGT Tyler Earley — US Army,  

Clay Fisher — US Marines,  
James Taylor Gragg — USAF, SPC Tyler Grogan —  US Army, 

Matthew Martin — US Navy, Logan Moore — USAF,  
Monty Perkins,  And Andrew Snodgrass — US Navy. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR LOVED ONES 
May God Provide Health and  

Comfort to: 
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October 
Terry Shadrick, Sgt. Ian Ives, Jennifer McClure (Jones),  

Howard Hoffman,  Mark Hoffmeister, Tim Davis,   

John Vogelgesang, Lori Mayer, and Sandy Stecher. 
 

Week of December 1st 
 
 

Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $   2,522.00 
Loose Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                230.00 
 
 Total Money For Operating Capital               $    2,752.00 
 

Restricted Funds 
  

Parish Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       70.00 
Christmas Flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .       80.00 
Thanksgiving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .      280.00 
                        
  Total                                                                $        430.00 
 

 

           Monthly Offertory Total To Date: $     2,752.00 

      December Collection Goal:          $ 14,500.00 
 

 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of our Parishioners! 

E v e r y d a y       S t e w a r d s h i p 
 

Jesus Is Headed Your Way 
 

One day, we heard the news that a possible tornado 

was heading  our way.  We live off of a highway, and 

it was  traveling  along that very road. My wife and 

kids huddled in the downstairs bathroom. Not many 

tornadoes surface in North Carolina, so our children 

were particularly worried because it was something 

they had never contemplated happening before. The 

tornado never did come  into our neighborhood, but 

it did cause one our sons  to express that he needed 

to go to Confession as soon as possible. He hadn’t 

done anything too over the top sinful, but coming 

face-to-face with a tornado had cause him to have 

some second thoughts about his preparedness for 

meeting God. Hopefully, a tornado doesn’t make a 

path through your city or town this Advent.  
 

Sometimes, reminders of our mortality find their way 

into life. The passing of a loved one, a car accident, 

or a health scare can all cause us to reflect on where 

we  are in our relationship with God. Without those 

moments, we can find ourselves living daily without a 

mindfulness  of  where  God  is  in our life and if our 

actions are pleasing to Him … or if they drag us further 

away into the world.  
 

Advent is the time to take inventory of where we are 

with God.   How  are  we  living  as  good stewards 

and mature disciples? What do I need to make 

amends for in the healing power of the sacrament of 

Penance? A tornado may not be coming, but Jesus 

will  be  returning  someday. Hopefully, you will run 

outside of your home to meet him, and he won’t find 

you huddled up afraid in your bathroom. 
    — Tracy Earl Welliver, 

November 
Judy Tyree, Brandy Wells, Sandy Belew, Joan Wells,  

Art Cordia, Russell Wallen, Bob Stecher,  

Angie Hagedorn, Maggie Hopkins, Joann Haynes,  

Alberta Kindel, Gordon Monk, and Claude Friend. 

December 
John Evans, Dalton Via, Paul Freeman,  

Roberta Charboneau, Richard Ottomeier, 

Jim Charboneau, Marvin Nevills, Helen Frick,  

and Erlene Ellert. 

Due to early submission of bulletin for printing, the 

Stewardship totals were not updated in the Dec. 1st 

bulletin and are as follows: 
 

 Week of November 24th 

 
Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ..     $     4,245.00 

Loose Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              318.00 

                                                                         

Total Money for Operating Capital              $     4,563.00 

 

Restricted Funds 

 

Christmas Flowers .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 630.00 

Good Samaritan Supper . . . . . . . . . . . .                    50.00 

Parish Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     65.00 

Thanksgiving . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       5.00 

 

Total                                                                $          750.00 

 

Monthly Offertory Total to Date:       $       14,429.02 

November Collection Goal:              $       14,500.00         
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