
“Love God, serve God, everything is in that” 
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CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    Saint Clare 

April 5, 2020 — Palm Sunday Of The Easter Of The Lord 
 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

  Eucharistic Exposition 
               Thursday 8:30 AM  - 3:00 PM 
 

          Prayer Chain Contacts  
                     Joyce Willis 629-2573 or  

      Sherry Reed 629-7535 

MASS TIMES 
 

           Saturday                 4:30 PM 

           Sunday                    8:00 AM 

                                       10:30 AM 

          Monday — Friday   8:00 AM 
 

LATIN MASS 
First Friday of each month at 8:00 AM  

 

 PARISH  

INFORMATION 
 

Fr. Eric Kunz, Pastor 

Deacon TJ Wild 

Deacon Harvey Dubbs — Retired 

WELCOME 
 

A   warm welcome to  all who have come to worship with  us. If you are visiting, we are honored  by your  presence.   

If   you   are  interested   in   becoming  a  member,  please  call  the  rectory.   Our  Parish  serves  the   needs  of this   

community in many ways.  We offer preparation for  Sacraments, education for children and adults,  social  

activities,  assistance  to  those in difficulty, comfort to the sick and those who mourn a loss.   
 

If  we  can  be  of  service,  please  let  us  know.  We  hope  you  will  come  again soon.  

For your convenience, we have blue “Let Us Know” cards in back of church.  
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GOSPEL      MEDITATION     —      ENCOURAGE      DEEPER     UNDERSTANDING     OF       SCRIPTURE 

Human beings are united in their suffering. 

When we find ourselves in a painful moment, 

our first reaction is “why me?” as if we are the 

only person on earth who ever encountered this 

challenge. Going through life with a “why me” 

attitude only finds us wallowing in the mire of 

self-pity and never seizing opportunities or 

graces. We walk in solidarity with every human 

being in the experience of suffering. Believing 

that  the  goal  of  life  is the elimination or 

avoidance of suffering is simply an illusion that 

keeps us entrenched in a collective myth. This 

myth distorts us and limits us. 

 

There are living witnesses among us showing 

how  courage    and    determination   can 

overcome any degree of hardship, pain, loss, or 

tragedy. Folks finding the normalcy of their lives 

suddenly torn asunder are faced with options: 

opportunity or despair, stay or leave. Jesus 

stands  before  us  as  the  prime  example of 

endurance and perseverance. He is the One 

who showed humility through both the triumphs 

of  life (by learning to be humble) and the 

tragedies and injustices (by learning how to be 

obedient).     To  secular  ears,  this  may  be 

perceived as nonsense. But to those with the 

eyes of faith, they are pearls of great price. 

 

True humility tempers the temptation we have 

to  become  complacent  and  prevents  an 

excessive  relishing  of  life’s   successes   and 

affirmations.  Learning obedience keeps us 

faithful to our relationship with God so that we 

can find the courage to endure any depth of 

hardship, disappointment, betrayal, or agony. 

While we may want our cup of suffering to be 

taken away,  it simply cannot be. Somehow 

and somewhere  in the  seemingly  opposing 

experiences life can deal us, God is present with 

His reassuring, compassionate, empowering, 

and persevering love. To be true to who we are 

and who God is, we must take up the cross of 

suffering, even when it’s the hardest and most 

apparently senseless thing to do. 

 

Only our soul can understand these things, but 

our  minds  cannot,  so  they  continue  to  run 

to  secular ideas and solutions to pain and 

hardship. It goes without saying that we need to 

do all we can to eliminate as much senseless, 

unjust suffering as possible. Hunger, violence, 

abuse,  exploitation,  rejection, prejudice, 

homelessness, disrespect for life, and a whole 

host of other sins all result in suffering that is 

within our control.   Then,  when we face the 

uncontrollable kind of suffering or find ourselves 

the victim of injustice, what do we do? 
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Easter Lilies Donations 
Envelopes are in your bi-monthly 

sets recently received.    
 

For those that do not use envelopes, 

there are special envelopes in back of church.  
 

If submitting names for bulletin publication, 

please have your envelope sent in 

 by April 6th.  

Dynamic Catholic, Alive! —   
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion: Humility 

 
While  Jesus  was   experiencing   crucifixion, 
suffering the death of one who was a criminal, 
people reviled Him saying,    “You who would 
destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, 
save yourself, if you are the Son of God, (and) 
come down from the cross!”  St. Thomas Aquinas 
once wrote that  the  cross  exemplifies  every 
virtue.    Humility  was certainly among those 
virtues.  Just as Jesus experienced a most humble 
birth in a manger surrounded by animals, He also 
suffered a most humble death.  The King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords is judged by a governor and 
suffers the death of a criminal.  He could have 
come down from the cross and freed Himself of 
the pain.  Instead, He humbled Himself and died 
for you, for me, for all people.  One of the best 
responses we can have as we gaze  upon  the 
Crucified One is silence and contemplation.  We 
adore You, O Christ, and we praise You, because, 
by Your holy cross, You have redeemed the 
world.  
archstl.org/dynamic 

 

DEACON DIAPER DRIVE 
 

You may drop off diaper  

donations in the back of church 

or at the parish office.   

 

 

 
The Knights of Columbus 

will be sponsoring a 
blood drive  

April 13, 2020 
2 - 6 pm 

K of C Hall, St. Clair, MO 
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Monday– Friday 

9:00am - 1:00 pm 
Church doors will be closed at 1:00 pm on 

Mondays 

Palm Sunday Prayer 

Matthew 21:1-11; Psa 118:1-2; Psa 118:19-29 

Lord God, 

I give you thanks, for you are good, and your 

mercy is endless. 

Here I stand, at the start of this holy week, 

This week in which your church remembers      

Jesus’  passion and death, 

And I am distracted by many things. 

Turn my eyes now to the One who comes in 

your name 

The one who opens the gates of               

righteousness 

The one who answers when we call. 

I bless you, Lord, for shining your light upon 

me, 

And for sending your son to us, in human 

frailty. 

To walk the road we walk. 

Open my eyes that I may see him coming, 

And may praise him with a pure heart. 

And may walk in the way of his suffering, 

And share also in his resurrection. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God 

for ever and ever. 

Amen 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+21:1-11
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THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

 DATE EVENT TIME 

Mon 4/06 Private prayer 8:30 am 

Tues 4/07 Private prayer   8:30 am 

Wed 4/08 Private prayer 
Confessions 

8:30 am 
6:30 pm 

Thurs 4/09 Private prayer 8:30 am 

Fri 4/10 Private prayer 8:30 am 

Sat 4/11 — — 

Sun 
 

4/12 
Private prayer 
Confessions 

  9:00 am 
10:00 am 

LITURGICAL MINISTERS   -   APRIL 4TH & 5TH 

DATE SERVERS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC  GIFT BEARERS 

4/11 

4:30 pm 
— — — — 

4/12 

8:00 am 
— — — — 

4/12 

10:30 am 
— — — — 

4/12 Collection Counters:  

April 4th — April 12th 

 

    WEEKEND, APRIL 4TH & 5TH  
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  NO MASS 
    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  PEOPLE OF PARISH 

               
  

                 MONDAY, APRIL 6TH 
 

                      8:00 AM    †  ST. CLARE PURGATORIAL  

                                           SOCIETY 
     

     TUESDAY, APRIL  7TH 
 

                      8:00 AM    †  TEDDY BROOKS 
                                           

       WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8TH 

   

               8:00 AM    †  DON WILLIS 
                                                                

                                THURSDAY, APRIL 9TH 

 

               8:00 AM    †  LAWRENCE & NAOMI WARE 
                                                      

     FRIDAY, APRIL 10TH 

 

               8:00 AM     †  GERALDINE DUEKER 
                                               

    WEEKEND, APRIL 11TH & APRIL 12TH 
 

  SAT.      4:30 PM    †  NO MASS 

    SUN.     8:00 AM   †  PEOPLE OF PARISH 

               

Readings For The Week 

Monday:  Is 42:1-7/Ps 27:1, 2, 3, 13-14 [1a]/Jn 12:1-11  

Tuesday:  Is 49:1-6/Ps 71:1-2, 3-4a, 5ab-6ab, 15 and 17 [cf.  15ab]/Jn 

 13:21-33, 36-38 

Wednesday:  Is 50:4-9a/Ps 69:8-10, 21-22, 31 and 33-34 [14c]/Mt 

 26:14-25 

Thursday:  Chrism Mass: Is 61:1-3a, 6a, 8b-9/Ps 89:21-22, 25 and  27 

 [2]/Rv 1:5-8/Lk 4:16-21 

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper: Ex 12:1-8, 11-14/Ps 116:12-13,  15

 -16bc, 17-18 [cf. 1 Cor 10:16]/1 Cor 11:23-26/Jn 13:1-15 

Friday: Is 52:13—53:12/Ps 31:2, 6, 12-13, 15-16, 17, 25 [Lk 23:46]/

 Heb 4:14-16; 5:7-9/Jn 18:1—19:42 

Saturday:  Vigil: Gn 1:1—2:2 or 1:1, 26-31a/Ps 104:1-2, 5-6, 10, 12, 13-

 14, 24, 35 [30] or Ps 33:4-5, 6-7, 12-13, 20-22 [5b]/Gn 2:1-18 or 

 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18/Ps 16:5, 8, 9-10, 11 [1]/Ex 14:15—15:1/

 Ex 15:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 17-18 [1b]/Is 54:5-14/Ps 30:2, 4, 5-6, 11-12, 

 13 [2a]/Is 55:1-11/Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6 [3]/Bar 3:9-15, 32—4:4/Ps 1

 9:8, 9, 10, 11 [Jn 6:68c]/Ez 36:16-17a, 18-28/Ps 42:3, 5; 43:3, 4 

 [42:2] or Is 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 [3] or Ps 51:12-13, 14-15, 18-19 

 [12a]/Rom 6:3-11/Ps 118:1-2, 16-17, 22-23/Mt 28:1-10 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 

OUR MILITARY MEMBERS  
          Please remember in your prayers  
      the following military personnel: 

 
 

SGT Ian Ives  — US Army 
SGT Drew Alsop — US Army,  Erin Arent — US Navy,  
Jeff Arent — U.S. Marines, SGT Jamie Bucher—USAF, 

Jason Burton — US Navy,   
Scott Daugherty, Coty DeClue — USAF, 

SGT Cameron Earley — US Army,  
SGT Tyler Earley — US Army,  

Clay Fisher — US Marines,  
James Taylor Gragg — USAF, SPC Tyler Grogan —  US Army, 

Matthew Martin — US Navy, Logan Moore — USAF,  
Monty Perkins,  And Andrew Snodgrass — US Navy. 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR LOVED ONES 
May God Provide Health and  

Comfort to: 
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Week of March 29th 
 
 

Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $     1543.00 
Loose Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     0.00 
 
 Total Money For Operating Capital               $      1543.00 
 
Restricted Funds 
Easter Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            120.00 
Easter Flowers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               40.00 
Good Friday - Holy Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                15.00 
Holy Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              15.00 
Palm Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              15.00 
Parish Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               10.00 
Retired Priests Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              50.00 
Cemetery Care . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           300.00 
                        
  Total                                                                $         565.00 
 
 

           Monthly Offertory Total To Date:    $ 11,067.31 

      March Collection Goal:                  $ 14,500.00 
 

Thanks be to God for the generosity of our Parishioners! 

E v e r y d a y       S t e w a r d s h i p 
 

Easter is only a week away, and churches everywhere in the 

West are  beginning the  holiest  of weeks.    For a moment, 

even the  secular world  will bow to religious observances: 

closings on Good Friday, Easter baskets filled with treats, and 

television specials featuring Biblical figures. You and I will be 

reflecting on the meaning of Lent and how  we have died 

and risen with  Our  Lord,  Jesus  Christ.    Either  we  have 

prepared well for this Holy Week observance, or we are left 

lamenting that maybe next year will be when we get back 

on track. 
 

The    question    before   us     is:    “To    whom   are    we 

accountable?” Did our Lenten observance only have to do 

with us? Does it matter to anyone if we really took this time 

seriously or not? 
 

Both faith and community are gifts from God to us. The 

Church exists so we may live out that faith and respond to 

God’s call, being strengthened by the grace imparted 

through the sacraments and the community in which we 

find ourselves. If we are accountable to no one, then the 

community is simply an option on a Sunday morning, much  

like  golf  or  household  chores.   If  we are not accountable 

to God,  then our faith  is  simply  something  we  look  to 

periodically when we are sad or frightened. 
 

However,  if  we  are  accountable  to  each other and to 

Jesus Christ, then we must answer for our stewardship gifts  

of  faith  and community. The Body of Christ is counting on 

us. Without a strong sense of accountability, we think  our  

actions  only  affect  us.   In the end, we are connected to 

each other through Christ in such a manner that no one 

ever stands alone.  

 
—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

February 
Marilyn Spears, Jennifer Harter, Joan Wells,  

Bob Stecher, Angie Hagedorn, Joann Haynes,  

Alberta Kindel, Gordon Monk, and Claude Friend. 

March 
Sherry Erbs, Pat Cordia, Larry Hanks, Sandy Belew,  

Ray Pelton, Rodney Bryan, Patti Smith,   

Pauline Ware Scheer, Gary CurtisJohn Evans,  

Dalton Via, Paul Freeman, Roberta Charboneau,  

Richard Ottomeier, Jim Charboneau,  

Marvin Nevills, Helen Frick, and Erlene Ellert. 

January 
Tiffany Shadrick, Dillon Shadrick, Susan Knickmeyer,  

Josh Garrett, Terry Shadrick, Sgt. Ian Ives,  

Jennifer McClure (Jones), Mark Hoffmeister,  

Tim Davis, Lori Mayer, and Sandy Stecher. 

“As they were marching out, they came upon a 
man of Cyrene, Simon by name; this man they 

pressed into service to carry his cross.”  

—Matthew 27:32 

The Lord calls us to love God and to love our 
neighbor.   Every  day  we  are  presented with 
opportunities to love our neighbor and help him 
“carry  his cross.”   These  opportunities aren’t 
usually big  events,  they  are usually  ordinary 
occurrences  like  helping someone carry their 
groceries or holding the door open for them. The 
key is putting the other person’s needs before our 
own and not expecting anything in return. 
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