
“Love God, serve God, everything is in that” 

 
 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

    Saint Clare 

April 24th , 2nd Sunday of Easter  
 

 

Confessions 
Saturday 3:30 PM - 4:15 PM 

 

 

  Eucharistic Exposition 
   Thursday 8:30 AM  - 3:00 PM 

 

 

          Prayer Chain Contacts  
                 Joyce Willis 629-2573 or  

  Sherry Reed 629-7535 

MASS TIMES 
           Saturday                 4:30 PM 

           Sunday                    8:00 AM 

                                       10:30 AM 

           Monday — Friday   8:00 AM 
 

 

 PARISH  

INFORMATION 
 

Fr. Eric Kunz, Pastor 

Deacon TJ Wild 

Deacon Harvey Dubbs — Retired 

WELCOME 
 

A   warm welcome to  all who have come to worship with  us. If you are visiting, we are honored  by your  presence.   

If   you   are  interested   in   becoming  a  member,  please  call  the  rectory.   Our  Parish  serves  the   needs  of this   

community in many ways.  We offer preparation for  Sacraments, education for children and adults,  social  

activities,  assistance  to  those in difficulty, comfort to the sick and those who mourn a loss.   
 

If  we  can  be  of  service,  please  let  us  know.  We  hope  you  will  come  again soon.  

For your convenience, we have blue “Let Us Know” cards in back of church.  
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GOSPEL      MEDITATION     —      ENCOURAGE      DEEPER     UNDERSTANDING     OF       SCRIPTURE 

Even Thomas struggles to remove his boulder! 

Being very pragmatic and determined, he wants 

to see the risen Christ for himself! Thomas’s 

boulder is heavy with mistrust. Many of ours 

are too. A certain amount of skepticism is good, 

as it can save us from being duped or misled. 

But we can become so skeptical of things that it 

erodes our ability to trust anything we see or 

hear.     Skepticism    can    actually    be    a 

well-disguised defense mechanism that we use 

to prevent us from being hurt or perceived as a 

fool. Having too much ego protection is a real 

risk. Thomas, because of the boulder blocking 

his vision, could not even trust the word of his 

friends. 

 

Boulders are hard to move. It’s difficult to seek 

change or take a risk, especially when we are so 

afraid to  be vulnerable  or reluctant  to  trust 

another’s word. When we are closed minded, 

overly pragmatic, unwilling to see things in a 

different way,  stubborn  or  defensive,  it  is 

difficult to be surprised by God and stretched. 

We need to be less guarded, self-assured, and 

self-absorbed.   God  cannot  break  into  the 

ordinary moments of our lives and inspire us 

when we cling to doubt.  If we  are going  to 

discover resurrection faith, we have to believe 

that what the witnesses say is true, especially 

when they are credible. We also have to trust 

that the risen Christ is alive in us, too! 

 

While the first witnesses to the resurrection 

have faded into history, there are many others 

who have come after them. They continue to 

inspire by walking the talk of faith. They are the 

martyrs who offer their lives for the Gospel, the 

simple holy people in our communities who 

cling so steadfastly to their faith, those who 

have touched despair and found new hope and 

the ones who,  even in spite of ridicule,  still 

pursue their hunger and thirst for God. They are 

our friends, acquaintances, biblical heroes, and 

saints, and many others who are convinced that 

they have seen the Lord! The risen Christ may 

not surprise us with the same kind of visit as he 

did the first disciples, but God finds other ways. 

All we have to do is open our eyes, remove 

whatever is  preventing us  from  seeing  and 

believing and exclaim: “My Lord and my God!” 
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PARISH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PICNIC STEERING COMMITTEE  

VOLUNTEERS & CHAIRPERSONS NEEDED!  

 
Our annual parish picnic will be on Saturday, August 20th.  This year we are asking              

for volunteers to help on the steering committee to help plan the picnic. 
 

The planning picnic meeting will be held on Thursday, May 5th                                                

in the church basement at 6:30 pm.  (Use the food pantry/PSR door) 

 

 THE RELIGIOUS ARTICLE ROOM IS OPEN THE FIRST 

WEEKEND OF THE MONTH AFTER MASS OR CALL 

ELAINE HECK 629-4519 FOR APPOINTMENT. 
 
 

We have first communion sets and gifts, 

confirmation gifts,  

baptismal gifts, rosaries,  

crucifixes and so much more—check it 

out! 
 

PLEASE USE SIDE STAIRS IN FRONT OF RECTORY.  

 

The CONGREGATION MESSENGERS 

OF FATIMA is looking for ALL boys 

and  girls  who  are  interested  in 

participating  in  the Fatima Days 

celebration.  This is an annual event  

and  they  need  boys  to play Clave-

Rhythm (sticks) and girls as Flower 

Dancers in the procession of Our 

Lady of Fatima.  Please contact Nhan 

Wallen @ 314-397-4665 ASAP so she 

can take measurements and make the 

girl’s dresses and get the boys their 

shirts.  Event will be on Saturday, June 

25th.  Children can invite all your 

friends to participate with you. 
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Dynamic Catholic, Alive! —  
Do we reflect Christ to others? 

 

In the Gospel, Thomas says to the other 
Apostles, “Unless I see the mark of the nails 
in his hands and put my finger into the nail 

marks and put my hand in His side, I will not 
believe.”  Later, when Jesus appears to the 

Apostles, Jesus rebukes Thomas, “Have you 
come to believe because you have seen me?  

Blessed are those who have not seen and 
have believed.”  We all know people like   
Thomas who need evidence to believe  

something.  This is one of the reasons it is  
essential for us to allow everyone we meet to 
see the evidence of God working in our lives.  
Have you ever met someone that exudes the 
love, joy, and peace of Jesus in everything 
they do?  People like this are contagious,  
because everyone wants what they have.  

They reflect Christ to others.  If we all could 
strive to allow Christ to shine through us we 

would be able to give all those like Thomas a 
glimpse of what they are seeking.  This week 
would be a good time to ask the Holy Spirit to 

transform our hearts and help us to allow 
Christ to shine through us.   

The Annual Catholic Appeal will begin this week in our parish.  By now all parishioners should 
have received an appeal letter including a pledge card.  You may mail in your gift or, to save a 
stamp, drop it in the donation box or give to one of the volunteers in the back of church.  If you 
need help, we will have a duplicate pledge card in case you didn’t receive your letter.  Heather 
Savage or Joyce Willis will be in the back of church to assist you today and next weekend. 
 
Just as in this weeks Gospel, the Apostles preached the Good News to people of all nations and 
we are called to do the same.  The Annual Catholic Appeal helps us to do that.  You can pick up 
your card after Mass or give us the pledge card you received by mail. 

EASTER FLOWER DONATION MADE IN  

MEMORY OF: 
 

Lawrence & Naomi Ware 

Donald, Paul and Dave Ware 
 

(missed at time of publication) 

Volunteer Cook for Bingo 
 

We have heard from so many people   

eager to start our parish Bingo again!   

Volunteers have expressed their            

willingness to get started again as well, 

but we are in need of a cook.  One of 

the things that make our Bingo  

successful is preparing delicious food 

for our patrons.  If you would be  

interested in helping in this way please 

contact the parish office. 

Parish Musician Wanted 
 

St. Clare Catholic Church (St. Clair, 

MO) is seeking a weekend Organist; or 

Pianist open to learning organ       

technique.  Masses are 4:30pm on   

Saturday and 8:00am and 10:30am on 

Sunday with the 10:30am Mass being 

the priority for musical  

accompaniment.  Musician to be paid 

per Mass based on education and  

experience.  Opportunities to play for    

Funerals, Weddings, Holy Days, etc.  If    

interested please contact the Parish      

Office at: 636-629-0315 or 

parish358@archstl.org. 

mailto:parish358@archstl.org
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LITURGICAL MINISTERS   - APRIL 30TH & MAY 1ST 

DATE SERVERS LECTORS EUCHARISTIC  GIFT BEARERS 

4/30 

4:30 pm 

 
Mike Boyer Jenny Via — — 

4/30 

8:00 am 

Messenger Brothers 

Cole Horton 

Wyatt Horton 
Tammy Alsop — — 

5/01 

10:30 am 
Messenger Brothers 

Wild Children 
Erin Wild — — 

5/01 Collection Counters: — Kathy Maupin, Debbie Marshaus, Rita Davis 

April 23rd — May 1st 

 

 WEEKEND, APRIL 23RD & 24TH  

  SAT.      4:30 PM   †  FRANCIS OVERSCHMIDT 
  SUN.     8:00 AM   †  PEOPLE OF PARISH 

              10:30 AM   †  PAT STEINBACH 

               

  MONDAY, APRIL 25TH 

                      8:00 AM    †  DAVE HECK, SR 
  

      TUESDAY, APRIL 26TH 

                      8:00 AM    †  WILLETTA VOGELGESANG 

 
    

       WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27TH 

                 8:00 AM   †  LOUIS & PERKINS FAMILES 
                                                                                                     

                 THURSDAY, APRIL 28TH 

                8:00 AM   †  SHIRLEY TODD 
                           

     FRIDAY, APRIL 29TH 

                8:00 AM   †  LEGION OF MARY 
  

    WEEKEND, APRIL 30TH & MAY 1ST 

   SAT.     4:30  PM   †  HARLEY HEDGE 
  SUN.     8:00  AM   †  JOANNE & LEN MEINERS 

              10:30  AM  †  PEOPLE OF PARISH 
 

Readings For The Week  
 

Monday:  1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17/Mk 16:15-

 20 

Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5/Jn 3:7b-

 15 

Wednesday:  Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9/Jn 

 3:16-21 

Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20/

 Jn 3:31-36 

Friday:   Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14/Jn 6:1-15 

Saturday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19/Jn 6:16-21 

THIS WEEK IN OUR PARISH 

 DATE EVENT TIME 

Mon 4/25 Mass 8:00 am 

Tues 4/26 Mass    8:00 am 

Wed 4/27 Mass 8:00 am 

Thurs 4/28 Mass 
Adoration 

8:00 am 
8:30 - 3:00 

Fri 4/29 Mass 8:00 am 

Sat 4/30 Confessions 
Mass  

8:00 am 

Sun 5/01 Mass  
Mass  

  8:00 am 
10:30 am 



PLEASE PRAY FOR 

OUR MILITARY MEMBERS  
          Please remember in your prayers  

      the following military personnel: 
 

Captain Gionna Casatelli — Us Army, 
SGT Ian Ives  — US Army, 

SGT Drew Alsop — US Army,  Erin Arent — US Navy,  
Jeff Arent — U.S. Marines, SGT Jamie Bucher — USAF, 

Jason Burton — US Navy,   
Scott Daugherty, Coty DeClue — USAF, 

SGT Cameron Earley — US Army,  
SGT Tyler Earley — US Army,  

Clay Fisher — US Marines,  
James Taylor Gragg — USAF, SPC Tyler Grogan —  US Army, 

Matthew Martin — US Navy, Logan Moore — USAF,  
Monty Perkins,  And Andrew Snodgrass — US Navy. 

MSgt Jeffrey Haynes—USAF 
Dalton Roller—US Navy 

 

WE PRAY FOR OUR LOVED ONES 
May God Provide Health and  

Comfort to: 
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Week of April 17th 
 
 

Offertory Envelopes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .            $    2,175.00 
Easter Collection . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               2,002.00 
Loose Collection  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                 498.00 
Total Money For Operating Capital                 $    4,675.00 
 

Restricted Funds 
   

Good Friday—Holy Land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .          200.00 
Holy Thursday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               127.00 
Retired Priests Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .             357.00 
St. Clare Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .               456.00 
Palm Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                20.00 
Parish Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  70.00 
Total                                                                    $      1230.00 
  

         Monthly Offertory Total To Date:    $  12,971.10 

     April Collection Goal:                       $ 14,500.00 
Thanks be to God for the generosity of our Parishioners! 

February 
 Walt Bruns, Jerome Ritter, Tony DeMoor, Mary Suntrup,  

Carol Krassinger, Andrea Moore, Loraine Shaw,  

Jennifer Harter, Joann Haynes, and Gordon Monk. 

 

March 
Ron Bragg, Letha Holts, Fr. Joseph Diep, Gary Merkel, 

Tom Osterkamp, Gale Cordia, Wendy Peters,  

Lloyd DeGuire, Kay Blanke, Loretta Gravagna,  

Leslie George, Pat Cordia, Larry Hanks, Rodney Bryan, 

John Evans and Dalton Via. 

April 
Jim Ellert, Lisa Hults. Walt Bruns,  Charles Cikovic,  

Katherine Haynes (Joann Haynes great-granddaughter), 

Leona Collins, Kim Overschmidt Schroeder,  

Josh Garrett, Sgt. Ian Ives,                                                                           

Mark Hoffmeister, and Lori Mayer 

“Jesus said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 
As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.’”   (JOHN 20:21) 

Peace – the first  gift of the risen Lord.  Just as 
Jesus sent the apostles out into the world, so too, 
He sends us.  As disciples of Jesus, we are called 
to be compassionate and merciful; and not with 
just those who are our friends, but also with our 
“enemies.”  Think of someone in your life who you 
need to reconcile with.   Call them right now or 
better yet, go visit them. 

E v e r y d a y       S t e w a r d s h i p 
 

If you’re a parent, you know this to be true: the world 

is watching. All it takes is one slip-up — one bad word, 

one selfish action, one uncharitable commentary, 

and that’s the thing your child seems to notice. 
 

When he or she calls you on it, the only thing you can 

do is come clean. “Yep, I did that,” you have to say. 

“I’m a work in progress, but luckily, God never stops 

working.” 
 

I think it’s fair to say that we don’t think enough about 

the wounds of Christ. It’s a little understandable, of 

course. Our human bodies flinch at the sight of such 

pain  and  mortification.  It’s  a lot to handle,  the 

physical trauma of a crucifixion. It carries an R rating in 

a PG world.  
 

But the wounds of Christ are the only thing that could 

make Thomas believe. Literally nothing else was so 

powerful, not even the testimony of his most trusted 

friends. Only by looking at and feeling the torn flesh — 

by beholding that messy reality — did this Apostle, this 

actual companion of Christ, come to believe in the 

Resurrection. 
 

“Christ has no body now but yours,” goes the famous 

quote  attributed to St. Teresa of Avila.  What she’s 

saying is that we have become the means through 

which God chooses to accomplish His will in the world. 

Us, the broken. Us, the weary. Us, the imperfect. Yes, 

miraculous events and apparitions still occur from time 

to time, but by and large, if a person is going to come 

to believe in Jesus Christ in this day and age, it will be 

because of something we Christians do or say.  
 

Christ has no wounds now but ours. Our brokenness, 

our weariness,  our imperfection — our reality.  It all 

belongs to him, and the world is watching.        

      — Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 
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