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Radio talk show hosts make a living on it. Day after day, they 
bring before our eyes stupid, unjust and wasteful situations in 
order to provoke outrage. We love to listen and get ourselves all 
worked up. Our indignation keeps us tuned in, which makes 
their advertisers happy. 

It’s easy to focus on the outrageous things done by some     
government   official, or some other nation or some dumb yahoo 
from the next town. It’s easy to clamor that this intolerable      
situation must come to an end now. For to say this requires little 

or nothing from us–our demand is that others do something about it, that others mobilize and take action, 
that others be set straight. 

When it comes to confronting our own sinfulness and foolishness, we tend to lose the sense of urgency. We 
procrastinate, make excuses, and change the subject. That’s one of the very points that the Lord makes in 
this Sunday’s gospel. “If your hand is your difficulty, cut it off! Better for you to enter life maimed than to keep 
both hands and enter Gehenna.” 

The Lord is not encouraging self-mutilation here. He is rather calling for aggressive action, even action that 
hurts and costs us something precious. Of course, our hands, feet, and eyes are just bodily organs. Of  
themselves, they can’t cause us to sin and damage our relationship with God. But some places that our feet 
take us, some things we do with our hands, some things we focus our eyes upon, these are the things that 
are our problem. Going to a particular club may not be in itself sinful, but for a particular person, it may be a 
near occasion of sin. Every person is a child of God, and nobody is “all bad,” but hanging around with certain 
children of God may present an occasion of sin to us. 

We tend to try to manage it. “I’ll keep my cable subscription, but just not watch that channel.” “I’ll keep surf-
ing the web, but just won’t visit that site.” “I’ll go the club, but stop after two drinks.” 

If it works, great. But when it doesn’t, many of us go on fooling ourselves that it will–the next time. We keep 
trying half-measures, avoiding the necessary treatment because it will sting too much, cost too much. 

Jesus says to wake up, get real, and take aggressive action. If the internet is your problem, shut it down. If 
TV is your problem, turn it off. Better you go through life unplugged and offline than spend eternity in Satan’s 
internet cafe. 

However, to avoid taking aggressive action against our own personal compromises with the devil, we         
frequently change the subject. “That miracle can’t be authentic–after all, that faith-healer’s theology is off-
base.” “Who do those Muslims think they are railing against abortion when they tolerate suicide bombers?” 
“How dare those liberals uphold Papal social teaching when they disregard the Pope’s liturgical regulations?” 
“Those arch-conservatives have no right to talk about the authority of the Council of Trent when they put 
down Vatican II.” 

God is not political. He will welcome virtuous action by anyone, regardless of how imperfect their doctrine, 
how flawed their character and who they hang around with. “Anyone who is not against me is for me.” 

Persistently, he brings us back to the real issue, the issue we want to avoid. He bids us to forget about     
others’ issues and attend to our own--our own divided hearts, our own hidden hypocrisy, our own little     
compromises. 

Fortitude, one of the four Cardinal Virtues, is not just about enduring evil and hardship for the sake of doing 
good. It is also about taking aggressive action against evil. If it is uncomfortable, too bad. If it hurts, so be it. 
If we see evil in our lives, we mustn’t tolerate it, make excuses for it, and procrastinate. We must pounce on 
it.  
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COVID-19             

Vaccinations          
here Saturday,          

October 9th            
4:00pm-8:00pm 

 
Vacunas COVID-19 

aquí Sábado           
9 de octubre de         

4:00pm a 8:00pm 



 

 

  L  C  S  
St. Vincent de Paul Society: 206-767-6449 

Catholic Community Services: 253-854-0077 
King Count y Resource Line: 2-1-1  

 
 

S   L  C  
Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul: 206-767-6449 

Servicios Católicos de la Comunidad: 253-854-0077 
Recursos del Condado de King  Linea: 2-1-1  
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www.wacatholics.org/cornerstone-2021 

   We Ask You to Pray for All                
Who Are Ill Especially 

  Se’Vera Dowe, Darrell Ehlers, Esthefanie Frias,          
Ken Gannaw, Kaden Hollis, Mike Lemar, Paul MacDonald, 

Pat Massengill, Antonia Morfin, Barbara Purnell,                     
Richard Robles, Marina Serena, Jim Sheffield,                      

Chris Sims, Joseph Thomas, JC Wynn 
Please pray for everyone in the military both at home and 
abroad, men and women who put themselves in harm’s 

way to protect us. And, let us pray for their families.   

If you would like a name added or removed from the 
prayer list, please contact the parish office at          
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org or 253-859-0444. 

Job Opening: Gethsemane Cemetery (Federal Way) 
has an immediate opening for a Grounds Foreman.  
This is a regular, full-time union position, supervising 
grounds staff, performing burial services, operating 
heavy equipment, irrigation, and general cemetery 
tasks. Successful candidates must support the mission 
and ministry of Catholic cemeteries and have the       
following experience: five years landscape or cemetery 
grounds operations and supervisory experience. For a 
complete list of position responsibilities and qualifica-
tions and to submit your resume, email Fred Morley: 
fredm@mycatholiccemetery.org 



 

Blessing of the Animals  
October 4th is the Memorial of St. Francis of  Assisi, patron saint of   
animals and ecology. Bring your well behaved pets of all types to the  
area in front of Holy Spirit at 6:00pm on Monday, October 4th for a 
blessing.  

Look in the bulletin next week for more information about the events of 
that day. 

Bendición de los animales  

El 4 de octubre es el Memorial de San Francisco de Asís, patrón de los 
animales y de la ecología.  Quien guste puede traerle mascotas de todo 
tipo que se porten bien para una bendicion al área de frente al Espíritu 
Santo a las Lunes 4 de octubre 06:00 pm.  

Busque en el boletín el próximo fin de semana para obtener más infor-
mación sobre los eventos de ese día. 

COME WALK WITH US  
It’s CROP Walk time again!  Holy Spirit Parish is again taking part in the CROP   Hunger 
Walk, helping in the fight against hunger. We team with other Kent area churches for the 
walk because No one should be hungry. 
 

25% of the fundraising will benefit the Kent Community Monday & Thursday Night Suppers. They are in TAKE 
OUT form during the pandemic. 75% will benefit the sponsoring organization CWS.   
Please join us on the walk. You can register and help raise funds or you can walk with us without registering and 
raising money.  Either way, the walk will be outside on the course at West Fenwick Park on Kent’s West Hill . 
This location is family friendly with a new chutes and ladders type playground with ADA accessible playground 
equipment. 
 
The website has a new look this year. Locate our parish information by the link provided below or by team name 
Holy Spirit Catholic. There are different options provided or give any amount that you wish. Every contribution 
greatly appreciated! There is also an option on the donation page if you wish to donate to an alternate agency, 
for example Catholic Relief Services. You do not have to register if you simply want to walk with us.  The walk   
is 1:00pm on Sunday October 3rd. We meet at the park near the picnic shelter.  The walk will take place rain  
or shine.  West Fenwick Park is at 3808 Reith Rd., Kent, WA  
 
We appreciate your past support and look forward to your participation this year. Walk, give, make a difference  
in the world. Believe there is good in the world, be the good in the world. For information, please contact the 
parish office for Brenda at 253-859-0444.  
 
Click here to register or enter the URL https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/accept?challenger=marie--
13&team=holy-spirit-catholic in your browser's address window. 
  
Learn more about CROP Hunger Walk at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021?challenger=marie--
13&team=holy-spirit-catholic. 
  
You can make a donation on the parish page at https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/holy-spirit-catholic     
   
Thank you, 
Peace and love, Marie Z. 
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