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What is the Difference Between Catholic and 
Protestant Bibles? 

A caller named Jackie asks if the Catholic Bible should 
be interpreted differently from the Protestant Bible. 
She points out that she knows that the Catholic Bible 
has more books, but wonders if the meanings of the 
words change as well. 

Father Dae responds, “So interestingly, she uses the 
phrase ‘Catholic Bible.’ It is probably important to point 
out that there are many different Catholic Bibles. By 
that, we mean different translations or even publica-
tions of the Scriptures that are appropriate for use by 
Catholics. The Catholic Church doesn’t forbid us from 
looking at any version or any translation of the Bible, 
but based on how I’ll answer this question, maybe it 
will become a bit more clear why we would steer peo-
ple towards one version or translation over another.” 

“When we talk about the Catholic Bible versus a Protestant Bible, that essentially stems from a disagree-
ment among many. There had been books of the Bible that had been used by the Church. We also have 
to remember that the Reformation, not everybody was walking around with their own Bible because of a 
lack of literacy and lack of a printing press. Bibles were mostly in the possession of the Church, Church 
leaders or monasteries. In fact, the only way we would reproduce other copies or even other versions of 
the Bible would be from monks sitting copying over the manuscripts.” 

RELATED: How a Different Bible Translation Changed My Perspective 

“There wasn’t a difference between Catholics and Protestants until the Protestant Reformation of the 16th 
century. Prior to that, there were probably a couple of translations … Right around the middle of the 16th 
century and the 1530s, 1560s we see different translations or versions of the Bible. Now we have to look 
at what that means because Jackie’s question is, ‘Is a Catholic bible a different interpretation?’ There are 
a couple of words we want to look at: version, translation, and interpretation. A version usually means a 
different translation. Most likely a bunch of scholars and experts in language and culture and all sorts of 
other things endeavor to go back to the original text and translate it.” 

“Then there are different versions of the Bible that are approved for Catholics. For instance, for our listen-
ers and viewers in Canada, the version of the translation that we use at Mass in Canada is called the 
NRSV. If you had an NRSV Bible cracked open to Matthew chapter three, and you had an NAB that we 
use here in the United States open to Matthew chapter three, it would look pretty identical, but there 
might be a different turn of phrase. I think where Jackie’s question comes into play, though, is are there 
some words, or at least some scenes that we’re translating that somebody who’s translating it from a   
different Christian tradition might already have a theology and a worldview that might cause them to 
translate a word or a phrase in a different way that might have different theological meaning? The          
answer is yes.” 

RELATED: What Translation of the Bible Should I Read? 

“That’s why we do recommend that Catholics Bibles that are exclusively just produced by Catholics. Because 
of the tradition of the Church that informs who we are as Catholics, we hear, for instance, words like, when 
you say, ‘Jesus, his mother and brothers.’ The word in English, we translate as brothers. If you look at the 
footnote in the in the NAB or one of these Catholic versions of the Bible or Catholic study Bible, it will tell you 
that, we didn’t want to translate that word in a different way, but we know fairly positively that in that  
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   We Ask You to Pray for All Who Are Ill 
Especially 

  Se’Vera Dowe, Darrell Ehlers, Esthefanie Frias,          
Ken Gannaw, Elisa Hilson, Kaden Hollis, Alex Jones, 

Paul MacDonald, Aleki Mafi, Pat Massengill,           
Barbara  Purnell, Richard Robles, Jim Samoya,       

Marina Serena, Jim & Joan Sheffield, Chris Sims,   
Joseph Thomas, JC Wynn 

Please pray for everyone in the military both at home and 
abroad, men and women who put themselves in harm’s way 

to protect us. And, let us pray for their  families. 

If you would like a name added or removed from the 
prayer list, please contact the parish office at          
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org or 253-859-0444. 

Continued from page 2   What is the Difference 
Between Catholic and Protestant Bibles? 

culture and at that time they would use that very 
same word that could rightly be translated as 
brother … It could mean sibling, but they would 
use that same word for extended family as well. 
We don’t change the word as Catholics. We 
don’t say ‘cousins’ … Even though we believe 
wholeheartedly, without a doubt that Mary only 
gave birth to Jesus and she gave birth to no oth-
er children. So therefore Jesus did not have lit-
eral siblings in the same way that we would use 
that word. Whereas, other Christians would just 
say, ‘If it’s not in the Scriptures, we’re not going 
to use any other sources.’ Many of them would 
agree that that word could mean something like 
cousins, or it could mean sibling.” 

Father Dave also points out that during the 
Protestant Reformation, seven books were      
removed from the Bible. “The Catholic Church’s 
response was, ‘We have been considering them 
part of the Bible for 1500 years. Why would we 
change that now?’ Maybe you will hear other 
Christians say that Catholics have seven extra 
books in their Bible. Why’d you guys add those 
books? We didn’t add any books. You guys took 
some books away for some reason. We could go 
back into the specific reasons, and it was a    
persuasive reason at the time, but the Church’s 
response to that is we don’t believe that the Holy 
Spirit would have been leading us astray for 
1500 years and having us stand up every     
Sunday and proclaim these words as Scripture if 
they weren’t. Jesus says right before he leaves 
and goes home to the Father, ‘I’m going to leave 
you the Holy Spirit that will guide you, protect 
you, teach you, remind you, admonish you.” 

https://bustedhalo.com/podcasts/what-is-the-difference
-between-catholic-and-protestant-bibles 

Remember to put your Remembrance Leaf in the 
basket. We’ll pray for the dear souls the entire 

month of November. 

Recuerde poner su Hoja de Recuerdo en la canasta. 
Oraremos por las queridas almas durante todo el 

mes de noviembre. 
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First Friday of  the Month 

Primer Viernes del mes 

7am–-9am & 9:45am—noon 

Every Wednesday / Cada miércoles 

6pm—7pm & 7:45pm—9pm 

Blessed Sacrament Adoration 

Adoración del Santisimo Sacramento 

St. Anthony Chapel   

 Capilla de San Antonio 

 

 

 
Please pray for the soul of our  

parishioner who died recently. 

Ore por las almas de nuestros feligreses 
que han fallecido recientemente.  

Samuel Aguilar Castillo 

Pablo Magallanes del Real  

May God bless and comfort their           
families. 

Que Dios bendiga y consuele a sus                
familias.  

Se busca ayudante 
Tiene un par de horas libres los jueves? ¿Qué 
tal los viernes por la mañana? Nos vendría bien 
tu ayuda. Necesitamos voluntarios para incluir 
los encartes en el boletín. Esta es una manera 
fácil de retribuir a la iglesia y ayudar a nuestra 
comunidad parroquial. Si puede ayudar o si 
tiene preguntas, comuníquese con Brenda en la 
oficina parroquial al 253-859-0444 ext. 214. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted  
Do you have a couple of hours to spare on 
Thursdays? How about Friday mornings?  We 
could use your help.  We are in need  of     
volunteers to stuff the inserts into the bulletins.  
This is an easy way to give back to the church 
and help our parish community.  If you are 
able to help or if you have questions, please 
contact Brenda in the parish office at         
253-859-0444 ext. 214.  


