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HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 
Saint Martin de Porres’ Story 
December 9, 1579 – November 3, 1639 
“Father unknown” is the cold legal phrase sometimes used on           
baptismal records. “Half-breed” or “war souvenir” is the cruel name  
inflicted by those of “pure” blood. Like many others, Martin might have 
grown to be a bitter man, but he did not. It was said that even as a 
child he gave his heart and his goods to the poor and despised. 

He was the son of a freed woman of Panama, probably black but also 
possibly of indigenous stock, and a Spanish grandee of Lima, Peru. His parents never married each other. Martin 
inherited the features and dark complexion of his mother. That irked his father, who finally acknowledged his son 
after eight years. After the birth of a sister, the father abandoned the family. Martin was reared in poverty, locked 
into a low level of Lima’s society. 

When he was 12, his mother apprenticed him to a barber-surgeon. Martin learned how to cut hair and also how 
to draw blood—a standard medical treatment then—care for wounds, and prepare and administer medicines. 

After a few years in this medical apostolate, Martin applied to the Dominicans to be a “lay helper,” not feeling 
himself worthy to be a religious brother. After nine years, the example of his prayer and penance, charity and  
humility, led the community to request him to make full religious profession. Many of his nights were spent in 
prayer and penitential practices; his days were filled with nursing the sick and caring for the poor. It was               
particularly impressive that he treated all people regardless of their color, race, or status. He was instrumental in 
founding an orphanage, took care of slaves brought from Africa, and managed the daily alms of the priory with 
practicality, as well as generosity. He became the procurator for both priory and city, whether it was a matter of 
“blankets, shirts, candles, candy, miracles or prayers!” When his priory was in debt, he said, “I am only a poor 
mulatto. Sell me. I am the property of the order. Sell me.” 

Side by side with his daily work in the kitchen, laundry, and infirmary, Martin’s life reflected God’s extraordinary 
gifts: ecstasies that lifted him into the air, light filling the room where he prayed, bi-location, miraculous 
knowledge, instantaneous cures, and a remarkable rapport with animals. His charity extended to beasts of the 
field and even to the vermin of the kitchen. He would excuse the raids of mice and rats on the grounds that they 
were underfed; he kept stray cats and dogs at his sister’s house. 

Martin became a formidable fundraiser, obtaining thousands of dollars for dowries for poor girls so that they could 
marry or enter a convent. 

Many of his fellow religious took Martin as their spiritual director, but he continued to call himself a “poor slave.” 
He was a good friend of another Dominican saint of Peru, Rose of Lima. 

Reflection 

Racism is a sin almost nobody confesses. Like pollution, it is a “sin of the world” that is everybody’s responsibility 
but apparently nobody’s fault. One could hardly imagine a more fitting patron of Christian forgiveness--on the part 
of those discriminated against—and Christian justice--on the part of reformed racists—than Martin de Porres. 

Saint Martin de Porres is the Patron Saint of: 

African Americans      Barbers  Hairdressers  Race Relations  Radio  Social Justice 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-martin-de-porres 
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  L  C  S  
St. Vincent de Paul Society: 206-767-6449 

Catholic Community Services: 253-854-0077 
King Count y Resource Line: 2-1-1  

S   L  C  
Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul: 206-767-6449 

Servicios Católicos de la Comunidad: 253-854-0077 
Recursos del Condado de King  Linea: 2-1-1  
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   We Ask You to Pray for All Who Are Ill 
Especially 

  Rose Benedicto,Se’Vera Dowe, Darrell Ehlers,        
Esthefanie Frias, Ken Gannaw, Elisa Hilson,           

Kaden Hollis, Alex Jones, Paul MacDonald, Aleki Mafi,        
Pat Massengill, Barbara  Purnell, Richard Robles,    

Jim Samoya, Marina Serena, Jim & Joan Sheffield, 
Chris Sims, Joseph Thomas, JC Wynn 

Please pray for everyone in the military both at home and 
abroad, men and women who put themselves in harm’s way 

to protect us. And, let us pray for their  families. 

If you would like a name added or removed from the 
prayer list, please contact the parish office at          
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org or 253-859-0444. 

Why Do We Need  Intercession             
of Saints?  

A listener calls in with a ques on of faith: “I was re-
cently in a debate with a Presbyterian friend of mine, 
and his conten on is that if the only way to the Father 
is through the Son, which is repeated throughout the 
Bible, then where does the intercession of saints play a 
role for Catholics? Why do we need that? Why do we 
pray to Mary? Can you help me with this?” 

RELATED: Video: How Does the Catholic Church Declare 
Someone a Saint? 

First, Father Dave recommends that the caller check 
out a recent Facebook Live event dedicated to the top-
ic of saints, in which this ques on was among those 
answered. Then, Father Dave explains: 

“We find in Scripture … that Jesus is the only ‘way to 
the Father,’ the only intercessor and the only interme-
diary really. All of those mes [that this is men oned in 
the Bible] refer to salva on, they don’t refer to prayer. 
… He’s saying, ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 
It’s because of my sacrifice on the cross [that you] have 
access to the Heavenly Father for all of eternity.’ He’s 
not saying in any of those instances that we can’t pray 
except by praying directly through Jesus.” 

RELATED: Saint Mom: Why Are There So Few Saints Who 
Were Mothers?   

The caller struggles with the idea of why we need the 
saints to intercede for us. Father Dave responds: “The 
answer is: We don’t need them … but they help us to 
get in touch with God. In the Catholic Church, we be-
lieve in ‘sacramentality,’ [meaning] that there are ways 
in which we encounter God and experience God’s grace 
that are mediated through much more human experi-
ences. And we take this from the fact that it was God’s 
idea, not ours, to become Incarnate. … Anything we do 
is mediated by our humanity.” 

Father Dave also delves into a familiar topic on the 
Busted Halo Show — explaining that evidence for some 
Catholic prac ces is not always found directly in the 
Bible, and how Protestants who believe in a “Sola 
Scriptura” form of Chris anity struggle to understand 
this. (Original Air 08-24-17) 

h ps://bustedhalo.com/podcasts/need-intercession-
saints 

Remember to put your Remembrance Leaf in 
the basket. We’ll pray for the dear souls the 

entire month of November. 

Recuerde poner su Hoja de Recuerdo en la 
canasta. Oraremos por las queridas almas 

durante todo el mes de noviembre. 
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Please pray for the souls of our  

parishioners who died recently. 

Ore por las almas de nuestros feligreses 
que han fallecido recientemente.  

Socorro Guardado 

Vincent O’Connor 

May God bless and comfort their            
families. 

Que Dios bendiga y consuele a sus                
familias.  

Se busca ayudante 
Tiene un par de horas libres los jueves? ¿Qué 
tal los viernes por la mañana? Nos vendría bien 
tu ayuda. Necesitamos voluntarios para incluir 
los encartes en el boletín. Esta es una manera 
fácil de retribuir a la iglesia y ayudar a nuestra 
comunidad parroquial. Si puede ayudar o si 
tiene preguntas, comuníquese con Brenda en la 
oficina parroquial al 253-859-0444 ext. 214. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Help Wanted  
Do you have a couple of hours to spare on 
Thursdays? How about Friday mornings?  We 
could use your help.  We are in need  of     
volunteers to stuff the inserts into the bulletins.  
This is an easy way to give back to the church 
and help our parish community.  If you are 
able to help or if you have questions, please 
contact Brenda in the parish office at         
253-859-0444 ext. 214.  



      Benefits the Terrific Tuesday Meals Ministry          

@ Holy Spirit

Bring socks to Mass or the parish office 

 

Preferred Sock types: Wool blend socks like
sold at Costco, or athletic 

 Holy Spir it  Parish Youth Group Sock Drive

November 13-14 & 20-21

SOCKS TO ROCK



w w w. c r s f a i r t r a d e . o r g

‘‘No existe peor 
pobreza material, 
que la que no 
permite ganarse  
el pan y priva  
de la dignidad  
del trabajo”.

—Papa Francisco

El programa de comercio justo  
de CRS nos ayuda a llevar los  
valores fundamentales de nuestra 
fe a las decisiones que tomamos 
como consumidores—decisiones  
que tienen el poder de sacar a 
nuestros hermanos y hermanas  
de la pobreza.

El comercio justo y ético está 
arraigado en el cuidado de las 
personas y el planeta. Se trata  
de honrar a Cristo a través de 
nuestras compras.  

ethicaltrade.crs.org

CREDITO FOTOGRÁFICO:
Arriba: Philip Laubner/CRS
Medio: Oscar Leiva/Silverlight para CRS
Abajo: Shirl Giacomi para CRS



EDUCANDO
Conozca por qué su compra importa.

COMPRANDO ÉTICAMENTE
Compre productos que apoyan a los trabajadores  
y el medio ambiente.

REFLEXIONANDO
Ore por la dignidad de los trabajadores de todo  
el mundo.

HACIENDO UN IMPACTO
Catholic Relief Services reinvierte una parte de lo 
recaudado de cada compra que usted hace de nuestros 
socios en comunidades de artesanos y agricultores en 
todo el mundo.

¡PARTICIPE CON NOSOTROS!
n Compre joyería, ropa, obras de arte, café, chocolate y 

mucho más de los socios de  
comercio justo de CRS.

n Organice un evento de compras de comercio justo en 
su parroquia, oficina, escuela o comunidad.

ethicaltrade.crs.org

866-608-5978

viva su fe 
en el mercado

©2016 Catholic Relief Services. Todos los derechos reservados.   US16277



‘There is no worse 
material poverty …  
than the poverty 
which prevents 
people from earning 
their bread and 
deprives them of  
the dignity of work.’

—Pope Francis

The CRS Ethical Trade program  
helps us bring the core values  
of our faith to the choices we 
make as consumers—choices  
that have the power to lift our 
brothers and sisters out  
of poverty.

Fair and ethical trade is rooted  
in caring for people and the  
planet. It is about honoring  
Christ through our purchases. 

ethicaltrade.crs.org

w w w. c r s f a i r t r a d e . o r g

PHOTO CREDITS:
Top: Philip Laubner/CRS
Middle: Oscar Leiva/Silverlight for CRS
Bottom: Shirl Giacomi for CRS



EDUCATE
Learn why your purchase matters.

PURCHASE ETHICALLY
Buy products that support workers and  
the environment.

REFLECT
Pray for the dignity of workers around the world. 

MAKE AN IMPACT
Catholic Relief Services reinvests a portion of the 
proceeds from every purchase you make from  
our partners in artisan and farmer communities 
around the world. 

ENGAGE WITH US!

n Buy jewelry, clothing, artwork, coffee, chocolate  
and more from CRS Ethical Trade partners. 

n Host a fair trade shopping event in your parish,  
office, school or community.

ethicaltrade.crs.org  

866-608-5978

live your faith 
in the marketplace

©2015 Catholic Relief Services. All Rights Reserved.   US16277
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