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Independence Day (United States) 
During the American Revolution, the legal separation of the thirteen colonies from Great Britain in 1776 actually   

occurred on July 2, when the Second Continental Congress voted to approve a resolution of independence that had 

been proposed in June by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia declaring the United States independent from Great       

Britain's rule.[5][6] After voting for independence, Congress turned its attention to the Declaration of Independence, a 

statement explaining this decision, which had been prepared by a Committee of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its 

principal author. Congress debated and revised the wording of the Declaration to remove its vigorous denunciation 

of the slave trade, finally approving it two days later on July 4. A day earlier, John Adams had written to his 

wife Abigail: 

The second day of July 1776, will be the most memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to 

believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought 

to be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought 

to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illumi-

nations, from one end of this continent to the other, from this time forward forever more.[7] 

Adams's prediction was off by two days. From the outset, Americans celebrated independence on July 4, the date 

shown on the much-publicized Declaration of Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the resolution of        

independence was approved in a closed session of Congress.[8] 

Historians have long disputed whether members of Congress signed the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 

even though Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin Franklin all later wrote that they had signed it on that 

day. Most historians have concluded that the Declaration was signed nearly a month after its adoption, on August 2, 

1776, and not on July 4 as is commonly believed.[9][10][11][12][13] 

By a remarkable coincidence, Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, the only two signatories of the Declaration of  

Independence later to serve as presidents of the United States, both died on the same day: July 4, 1826, which was 

the 50th anniversary of the Declaration, Jefferson even mentioning the fact.[14] Although not a signatory of the      

Declaration of Independence, James Monroe, another Founding Father who was elected president, also died on  

July 4, 1831, making him the third President who died on the anniversary of independence.[15] The only U.S.      

president to have been born on Independence Day was Calvin Coolidge, who was born on July 4, 1872.[16] 
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Sixth Annual Immigration      
Summit: Catholics Engaging in 
Immigrant Justice 
Saturday, August 27, 9am – 4pm 
Seattle University, parking and lunch 
included at this free event 
 

The recent synodal process has encouraged Catholics to engage in a Culture of Encounter, which entails deep 

listening. With an open heart, this deep listening allows us to receive the hopes and aspirations, pains and    

struggles, of our brothers and sisters seeking justice. In response, we commit to accompany these communities 

and invite you to join us for a day of camaraderie, listening, learning, and action in our struggle for justice for 

immigrants. We’ll have opportunities to hear from immigrant communities, get updates on current immigration 

issues, and celebrate our diverse traditions. Specific workshops will address mental health, advocacy, legal    

issues, and refugee sponsorship. Save the date, registration will open soon, and space is limited! 

We Ask You to Pray for All Who Are Ill 

Especially 

  Betty Brown, Lourdes Campos, JoAnn Chisarik Geney 

Cowgill, Vic Conyers, Se’Vera Dowe, Darrell Ehlers, 

Dutch Gallinger, Ken Gannaw, John Glenn, Elisa Hilson, 

Kaden Hollis, Laura  Kapule, Faustina Kariuki, Ann  

Ogonowski , Debbie & Jorita Proietti, Marina Serena, 

Jim & Joan  Sheffield, Chris Sims, Clyde Schendzielos,  

Bob Schilz, Joseph Thomas,  Myk Ugarte,                           

Shonda &  JC Wynn 

Please pray for everyone in the military both at home 

and abroad, men and women who put themselves in 

harm’s way to protect us. And, let us pray for their     

families. 

If you would like a name added or removed from  

the prayer list, please contact the parish office at          

bfincher@holyspiritkent.org or 253-859-0444. 
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Wenimwemito ngeni ach ei        

familian Holy Spirit Parish!  

We are looking for advertisers for our bulletin.  If  you 

are a parishioner owned business and would like to        

advertise on the back of our bulletin, please contact 

Brenda in the office at 253-859-0444. 



 

This doctor of the church had no                  

problem giving God a piece of her mind  
 

Once caught in a rainstorm to her convent, 

Teresa fell in the mud. Looking up at the 

dark heavens she yelled, “If this is the way 

you treat your friends, it’s no wonder you 

have so few!” 

 

It’s comforting to know that holiness can 

have a little sass! 

 

The first woman ever declared a doctor of 

the church (one of only four!), Teresa of  

Avila was renowned not only for reforming the Carmelite order and for writing extensively about the 

mystical life–but also for her wit. 

 

On Saturday, July 9, you have an opportunity to learn about the human side of Teresa - from 

someone not unlike her in character and vocation. 

 

Our presenter, Tessa Bielecki, helped start a new kind of Carmelite community - one comprised of 

both male and female hermits. 

 

Over the decades as Mother Abbess, Tessa’s wisdom (and humor!) have impacted thousands of  

people. Through her life of simplicity, solitude, and stillness, Tessa has navigated the same interior 

depths as her namesake, Teresa. 

 

Both women are poetic and practical, charming and disarming. 

 

What would it be like to learn about Teresa from a woman who embodies her spirit with her very life? 

 

Join us on Saturday, July 9, for a live masterclass where you’ll learn: 

 What gave Teresa the chutzpah to reform a male order as a woman 

 Why fun is an important part of the spiritual life 

 Little-known details about Teresa’s close male friendships 

 How she united her poetic heart and pragmatic head 

 Teresa’s remedy when you can’t pray 

And so much more!  Perhaps Teresa can help us all integrate a little more sass into our spiritual lives.  

PS - This offering is part of the Women Mystics School. We’re offering a masterclass on a different 
mystic each month!  

https://spiritualwanderlust.spayee.com/s/store/courses/description/Women-Mystics-School-spring-start?
utm_campaign=6fffdda900-
EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2022_03_11_09_55_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_source=NCR+List&utm_term=0_69
81ecb02e-6fffdda900-230793549 
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The incredible Sr. Francis Dominici, the 
second oldest nun in America 

 
She is still busy inspiring others and devoting her            

life to God. 
It’s always wonderful to celebrate a life well-lived, and recently we’ve been 
doing a lot of it! From the French world record-breaking Sr. Andre, who       
became the oldest living person in the world, to an elderly priest who still        
celebrates Mass, there’s something impressive about individuals who’ve       
dedicated their lives to God. 

Now we have another senior who reached the grand old age of 109 in April, making her the second oldest religious sister in 
the United States — Sr. Francis Dominici Piscatella. (Another Dominican sister from Kentucky, Sr. Vincent de Paul Hutton, 
is a couple of years older at 111.) 

Sr. Francis Dominici’s life didn’t get off to the easiest start. She was born in Central Islip, New York, and was one of seven 
children. At just two years old she had to have her left forearm amputated. and later in life had to contend with recovering 
from a shattered right arm after a car accident. 

As a young woman she was determined to become a religious sister, but many orders refused her request due to her            
disability. Undeterred, she eventually joined the Dominicans at the age of 18, which means she has spent over 90 years 
in religious life under seven popes! Incredible! 

With a bachelor’s and master’s degree in education under her belt — or should we say the belt of her habit — she went to 
Brooklyn to teach math to first graders. From there she continued teaching for 52 years at Molloy College in New York, and 
went on to work in their financial aid office before her retirement at 84. 

In the last couple of years, Sister has had very calm birthday celebrations due to the pandemic, waving to friends and family 
from her home in East Williston, according to The Island 360. 

So this year’s celebrations on April 20 were especially festive, as she was able to mark the occasion with family members: 

“It’s nice to have a birthday, especially when you’re 109. I can’t believe it. I’m still here. I’ve enjoyed my life and I’m 
very grateful for the life I’ve had. I’m grateful all these people wanted to come see this old lady.” 

This feeling of gratitude is something that seems to embody the centenarian. Even during the pandemic she didn’t get bored 
and let the restrictions prevent her from doing what is important to her. She embraced going to virtual Masses and spent a lot 
of time in prayer. 

She currently lives with fellow Dominican Sr. Francis Daniel Kammer, who, being much younger at 81, drives Sr. Francis 
Dominici to all her appointments and accompanies her to Mass every day. Incredibly, the elderly sister still gets around 
without use of a cane. 

It is fitting that the two sisters are housemates, considering that Sr. Francis Daniel was Sr. Francis Dominici’s former       
student. Once she finished college, Sr. Francis Daniel asked her teacher to sponsor her when she wished to join the order. 
She then went on to follow a similar teaching path as the woman who inspired her. 

When pondering why she’s not been called home to Heaven yet, especially considering she survived a bleed on the brain at 
102 and has had a hip replacement, Sr. Francis Dominici simply says: “I guess God doesn’t want me yet,” as shared by 
Catholic News. “He just wants me to hang around.” 

It does seem that God still has plans for this elderly sister. And perhaps one reason is for her to inspire others by her      
amazing attitude and devotion to her faith. 
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Local Catholic Services 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: 206-767-6449 

Catholic Community Services: 253-854-0077 

King County Resource Line: 2-1-1  

 

Servicios de  

Locales Católicos 
Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul:                          

206-767-6449 

Servicios Católicos de la Comunidad:                    

253-854-0077 

Recursos del Condado de King  Linea: 2-1-1  

Rachel’s Corner   Hope and Healing After Abortion 
“Healing the brokenhearted and binding up their wounds. He brings peace to your borders.”  
Psalm 147: 3, 14  
Do you yearn to receive healing for the wound that abortion left in your life? Would you like to mend 
your broken heart with the true peace that only God can give? Join us on the next confidential 
Rachel’s Vineyard™ Retreat at the end of  August and allow it to begin! 
 

English: (206) 920-6413 / Español: (206)-450-7814    
Email projectrachel@ccsww.org. Visit us at www.ccsww.org/projectrachel or www.facebook.com/
projectrachelww. 
Project Rachel is a program of Catholic Community Services.  You are loved with an everlasting  love! 
 
 
 
 
 

Rincón de Raquel  Sanando el dolor del aborto provocado 
“Sana los corazones destrozados y venda sus heridas. Guarda en paz tus fronteras." 
               Salmos 147: 3,14 
 

¿Añora sanar la herida que el aborto dejó en su vida? ¿Le gustaría componer su corazón roto con la 
paz verdadera que solo Dios le puede dar? ¡Vaya con nosotros al próximo retiro confidencial del    
Viñedo de Raquel™ y permita que empiece la sanación!   
 

Español: (206) 450-7814 (deje un mensaje confidencial) / English: (206) 920-6413   

Correo electrónico projectrachel@ccsww.org, o visita www.ccsww.org/projectrachel. 

www.facebook.com/projectrachelww     ¡Con amor eterno te he amado! 

Life with the Holy Spirit Retreat   
Saturday, July 23, 2022  

  St. Thomas Parish 

  4415 S 140th Street 

 Tukwila, WA 98168 

 
Registration opens at 8:00 AM - Retreat begins 

promptly at 9:00 AM. We will end at 4:30 pm 

and the parish vigil Mass is following at 5:00 pm. 

You could also register early online at  wwccr.org 

or by calling the office at 206-364-2272. 

 
Sponsored by: Western Washington Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal 
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