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Epiphany is one of the Church's major and spectacular 

feasts. It occurs on January 6th, the final day of the 12 days 
of Christmas (in some locations it is transferred to the Sunday  
between January 2 - 8). In some places it is also called                       
Twelfthnight or Three Kings Day. This is the day the Church        
commemorates the Magi arriving to give homage to the newborn 
King of Kings with their gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, 
symbolic of all the Gentile nations coming into the Kingdom of 
God. In many places around the world, this was the traditional  
day of gift-giving in celebration of Christmas. 

In the East this feast is quite a bit more elaborate than in the 
West. For the Eastern Church, Epiphany is the celebration of not 

one, not two, but three 'epiphanies', or revelations of Christ: the arrival of the Magi with their kingly gifts, the 
Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, and Jesus' first miracle at the wedding feast of Cana. These three        
biblical events are theophanies, or visible manifestations of who Jesus really was—God incarnate. In some 
locations a fourth event was also historically celebrated on this day, the Nativity of Christ. 

Read more at How to Celebrate the Rites & Blessings of Epiphany - The Catholic Company®    

We Ask You to Pray for All Who Are Ill 

Especially 

 Lupita Alonzo, Bill Arnold, Betty Brown,                     
Lourdes Campos, JoAnn Chisarik,Vic Conyers,        
Geney Cowgill, Carl Cundari, Se’Vera Dowe,        

Malcolm Efta, Darrell Ehlers, Patrick F.,              
Dutch Gallinger, Ken Gannaw, Jane Gakwa,          
Elisa Hilson, Kaden Hollis, Faustina Kariuki,           

Christian Kumar, Barbara Landan, Scott Lloyd,        
Fame Mack, Trina Major, Ann Ogonowski, Debbie & 
Jorita Proietti, Jim Samoya, Marina Serena, Jim & 

Joan Sheffield, Chris Sims, Bob Schilz,                  
Joseph Thomas, Myk Ugarte, Adam Wiseman,        

Shonda & JC Wynn 
Please pray for everyone in the military both at home and 
abroad, men and women who put themselves in harm’s 

way to protect us. And, let us pray for their families.           
If you would like a name added or removed from          
the prayer list, please contact the parish office at 
bfincher@holyspiritkent.org or 253-859-0444. 

Local Catholic Services 
St. Vincent de Paul Society: 206-767-6449 

Catholic Community Services: 253-854-0077 

King County Resource Line: 2-1-1  

 

  Servicios de                                   
Locales Católicos 

Sociedad de San Vicente de Paul: 206-767-6449 

Servicios Católicos de la Comunidad: 253-854-0077 

Recursos del Condado de King  Linea: 2-1-1  

https://www.catholiccompany.com/christmas-c1237/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/we-three-kings-c2773/
https://www.catholiccompany.com/magazine/epiphany-blessings-traditions-6182?mrkgadid=&mrkgcl=254&mrkgen=&mrkgbflag=&mrkgcat=&acctid=21700000001657482&dskeywordid=&&device=c&network=o&matchtype=b&locationid=110932&creative=&targetid=dat-2329177944709837:loc-19


 

 
Thank you to all of the ministers and volunteers 

who made our December masses and other       

special holy day and holiday events possible.               

Your help is deeply appreciated.  

 

 

Gracias a todos los ministros y voluntarios que 

hicieron posible nuestras misas de diciembre y    

otros días festivos especiales y eventos festivos. 

Su ayuda es profundamente apreciada.  

 

 

Asante kwa wahudumu na watu waliojitolea wote 

waliofanikisha misa yetu ya Desemba na matukio 

mengine maalum ya siku takatifu na likizo. Msaada 

wako unathaminiwa sana.  
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Prayer for Pope Benedict 

O God, true shepherd of all the faithful, look with kindness on 
your servant Pope Benedict XVI, whom you set as head and 
shepherd of your Church. 

We give you thanks for your grace at work in him as he has led 
us by word and example: in his teaching, in his prayer, and in 
his great love. 

Grant him your strength in frailty, comfort in sorrow, and          
serenity amid the trials of this world; and guide your Church, 
built on the rock of Peter, with the power of your Spirit as we 
continue on the path that leads to you. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-pope-benedict-xvi 
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Our parish office will be closed Jan. 16th to     

honor Martin Luther King, Jr.                                               

and Jan, 18th for convocation. 

Inclusion Ministry presents:  

“YOU ARE MY 
FRIENDS” (Jn 15:14) 

an Archdiocesan-wide 
Virtual Social Gathering 

and Dance 
   Virtual Event via Zoom                  

             Wednesday, January 25th, 2023  6:30 – 7:30 PM 

Join the Inclusion Ministry community in welcoming the winter months during an hour 
of fun, fellowship, games and – of course – dancing! We are actively celebrating       
people of all abilities in the Catholic Church! 

The Archdiocese of Seattle Inclusion Ministry serves and works collaboratively with 
our parishes and schools to promote the inclusion and meaningful participation of 
people with disabilities in the life of our Catholic faith community. 

To RSVP – https://archseattle.org/ministries/outreach-ministries/inclusion-
ministry/inclusion-ministry-event-rsvp-form/ 

Questions? Please contact Joe Cotton at joe.cotton@seattlearch.org  

https://archseattle.org/events/you-are-my-friends-jn-1514-an-archdiocesan-wide-virtual-social-gathering-and-
dance/ 

https://archseattle.org/ministries/outreach-ministries/inclusion-ministry/
https://archseattle.org/ministries/outreach-ministries/inclusion-ministry/inclusion-ministry-event-rsvp-form/


The Work of Christmas Begins: A Poem by Howard Thurman  
By Jemar Tisby  Dec 26, 2020 

Christian theologian and mystic Howard Thurman wrote a poem to describe the ongoing work of Christmas 

after the day passes. 

 

The day after Christmas can be a letdown. For weeks, sometimes months in advance, we prepare for the 

coming of this single day. 

We write Christmas lists, gather lists from others, go shopping for gifts, put up decorations, listen to 

seasonal music, plan elaborate meals, light candles on the Advent wreath and then the day comes and goes 

in 24 hours just like any other day. 

Then what? 

All of that build-up for a brief few moments that 

swiftly join the stream of history leave us with a 

sense of both fatigue and bewilderment. What 

comes next? 

Christian theologian and mystic, Howard 

Thurman, viewed the days after Christmas from  

a spiritual perspective. He wrote a poem, “The 

Work of Christmas Begins,” to express his   

sentiments. 

Properly understood, our work is only just  beginning after Christmas. 

Followers of Christ have been commissioned to walk the path he did. To bind up the broken-hearted. To 

preach good news to the poor. To proclaim liberty to the captives. 

Christmas brings the incarnate God, the Prince of Peace, to humanity. In this prince’s kingdom mercy, 

justice, and love reign. 

As citizens of this heavenly kingdom and members of this royal household, Christ’s followers serve as 

ambassadors of this kingdom ethic. 

Now the day after Christmas, our work is only just beginning. 

From The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations by Howard Thurman 

When the song of the angels is stilled, 

when the star in the sky is gone, 

when the kings and princes are home, 

when the shepherds are back with their flocks, 

the work of Christmas begins:       (Continued on other side) 

Photo of Howard Thurman 
 

https://substack.com/profile/22548204-jemar-tisby
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fec9c31e6-25a5-4897-b081-be88eb194dd6_1280x720.jpeg
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fec9c31e6-25a5-4897-b081-be88eb194dd6_1280x720.jpeg
https://amzn.to/3hjUvcC
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/f_auto,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fbucketeer-e05bbc84-baa3-437e-9518-adb32be77984.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fec9c31e6-25a5-4897-b081-be88eb194dd6_1280x720.jpeg
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(Continued from other side)  

to find the lost, 

to heal the broken, 

to feed the hungry, 

to release the prisoner, 

to rebuild the nations, 

to bring peace among the people, 

to make music in the heart. 

To learn more about the remarkable life and ministry of Howard Thurman, read the recent biography by 

historian Paul Harvey.  Howard Thurman and the Disinherited: A Religious Biography 

https://jemartisby.substack.com/p/the-work-of-christmas-begins-a-poem 

 Why is the Holy Name of Jesus 

celebrated on January 3?  

      By Philip Kosloski - published on 01/02/23 
 

The feast of the Holy Name of Jesus is connected 
to the biblical event of Jesus' circumcision. 

During the Christmas season, the Roman Rite celebrates the 

optional memorial of the Holy Name of Jesus on January 3. This feast is placed 

roughly a week after Christmas to recall the circumcision of Jesus. 

In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus receives his name at the time of his circumcision, eight days after his birth. 

And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. 

Luke 2:21 

This was according to Jewish custom and was followed by Mary and Joseph, the parents of Jesus. 

Historically the Roman Rite has celebrated a variety of feasts to commemorate this occasion. For example, 

before 1962, January 1 was celebrated as the feast of Jesus’ circumcision. Furthermore, there was also a 

separate feast dedicated to the Holy Name of Jesus that was placed on a few different dates. 

During the 19th century, the Holy Name of Jesus was on the 2nd Sunday after Epiphany. Then in the early 

20th century, it was moved to the Sunday between January 2 and 5. 

By 1962, the feast was placed on January 2 and after Vatican II it disappeared from the Roman Calendar, but 

was reinstated on January 3 in 2002. At the time, January 3 was the closest date to January 1 without an 

obligatory memorial. 

The feast of the Holy Name Jesus is a beautiful celebration that recalls the power of Jesus’ name as well as 

the biblical event of his circumcision. 

Why is the Holy Name of Jesus celebrated on January 3? (aleteia.org) 

Stig Alenas | Shutterstock 

 

https://amzn.to/2KUDN7G
https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/
https://aleteia.org/2023/01/02/why-is-the-holy-name-of-jesus-celebrated-on-january-3/?utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_content=Newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_term=20230103
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