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HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 

HUNGRY?  
Are you or someone you know short on food? Do you run out of 

food before the next check?  We can help. Our parish Food 

Panty is now open!  You don’t even have to be a parishioner to 

get food!  Please call our parish office for information and open 

hours —  53-859-0444.  

¿HAMBRIENTO? 

¿Usted o alguien que conoce tiene poca comida? ¿Te quedas sin      

comida antes del próximo control? Podemos ayudar. ¡Nuestro Food Panty parroquial ya está abierto! 

¡Ni siquiera tiene que ser un  eligrés para obtener comida! Llame a nuestra oficina parroquial   para 

obtener  información y el horario de atención: 253-859-0444. 

5 FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT POVERTY 
The cost of coffee 

The average cost of one Frappuccino at popular coffee outlets — approximately $3 — is more 
than the median income of people in the developing world. 

A suggestion to reduce poverty 

A 2012 Oxfam report mentioned that as per their calculations, if the world's 100 richest people 
would have pooled their collective earnings, they could eradicate extreme poverty four times 
over. 

Why poverty awareness is so important 

According to a survey, eight in 10 Americans had no idea that global poverty levels were          
declining gradually before 2020; they assumed it was the opposite. 

One billion children live in poverty 

That makes it almost half the number of children in the world, since official records show there 
are approximately 2.2 billion children in the world. 

Children should complete secondary education 

At least according to UNESCO, who state that global poverty could be cut by 55% if all children          
completed their secondary education. 

 

WHY POVERTY AWARENESS MONTH IS IMPORTANT 
It brings attention to poverty 

Poverty Awareness Month demands that we all take a longer, harder look at the disparities in our 
society and change the situation any way we can. 

It influences lasting change 

People across sectors and backgrounds come together for a shared goal — awareness of pov-
erty and its effects, which could result in people’s lasting commitment towards poverty allevia-
tion. 

We change how poverty is viewed 

As we begin to understand more about poverty and what causes it, we are slowly opening our 
minds and changing our attitudes towards people affected by poverty. We're slowly bringing 
about another social change.      POVERTY AWARENESS MONTH -January 2023 - National Today  

https://nationaltoday.com/poverty-awareness-month/


 

Holy Spirit Online Giving 
If you use Online Giving and made a change to your Stewardship 

pledge, please remember to update your Online Giving at       

https://www.osvhub.com/holyspiritkent/giving/funds.  Please    

contact Kristi with questions at kvasquez@holyspiritkent.org     
253-270-0848. 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 

Lost & Found 

If  you’ve lost something in 
the church, check with an 

user, we  may have it! Items 
left will be donated at the 
beginning of  each month. 

Perdido y 

Encontrado 

Si alvido a perdido algo en 
la iglesia a lo major lo      

temenos guardado! Pregunte 
a los ministros de Hospital-
idad. Lo que quede seré do-
nado a principicios del mes. 

https://www.osvhub.com/holyspiritkent/giving/funds
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Pope Francis meets Anglican Archbishop Ian       

Ernest, the archbishop of Canterbury's                 

representative in Rome, and Orthodox                       

Metropolitan Polykarpos of Italy, the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate's representative in Rome, during an 

ecumenical evening prayer service marking the 

end of the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at 

the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls in Rome 

Jan. 25, 2023. (CNS photo/Vatican Media) 

 

 

God suffers and grieves when those who profess to believe in him do not love the people he loves 
and do not work for the justice he desires, Pope Francis said. 

"God suffers when we, who call ourselves his faithful ones, put our own ways of seeing things       
before his, when we follow the judgments of the world rather than those of heaven, when we are 
content with       exterior rituals yet remain indifferent to those for whom he cares the most," the 
pope said in his homily Jan. 25 at an ecumenical evening prayer service. 

Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Anglican and Protestant representatives joined the pope at Rome's        
Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls for vespers closing the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.            
Members of the Ukrainian Council of Churches and Religions joined the mostly Rome-based        
religious leaders for the service. 

The Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Christian Unity and the Commission on Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches entrusted the preparations of the 2023 week of prayer to a group 
convened by the Minnesota Council of Churches. 

Acknowledging "the injustices perpetrated in the past against native peoples and in our own day 
against African Americans," Francis said, the group chose as the theme for the week "Do good; seek 
justice" from Isaiah 1:17. 

In the face of "various forms of contempt and racism, before indifference, lack of understanding 
and sacrilegious violence, the word of God admonishes us: 'Learn to do good, seek justice,'" the 
pope said. "It is not enough to denounce, we need also to renounce evil, to pass from evil to good." 

"In other words," he said, God's "admonishment is meant to change us." 

In Isaiah's time -- and even today, the pope said, "it was generally thought that the rich, who made 
great offerings and looked down upon the poor, were blessed in God's eyes. Yet this was, and is,          
completely to misunderstand the Lord. It is the poor that Jesus proclaims blessed, and in the     
parable of the final judgment, he identifies himself with those who hunger and thirst, the stranger, 
the needy, the sick and those in prison."   
                  (Continued on other side) 

VATICAN NEWS   CINDY WOODEN    CATHOLIC NEWS SERVICE     Rome — January 25, 2023 

God 'suffers' when believers injure, ignore those 
God loves, pope says 

https://www.ncronline.org/sections/vatican/news


 

(Continued from other side) 

Even more, Francis said, God is offended by "sacrilegious violence," the violence of destroying an-
other person, made in God's image and likeness. 

"We can imagine with what suffering he must witness wars and acts of violence perpetrated by 
those who call themselves Christians," the pope said. 

With all the knowledge people have of spirituality and theology, he said, "we have no excuses" to              
believe that God would want faith to be used to harm another. 

"Still, there are those who appear to feel encouraged or at least permitted by their faith to support          
varieties of narrow and violent nationalism, xenophobia and contempt, and even the mistreatment 
of those who are different," the pope said. 

In fidelity to God, he said, "we must be opposed to war, to violence and to injustice wherever they 
begin to appear." 

Francis prayed that St. Paul would "help us to change, to be converted; may he obtain for us some-
thing of his own indomitable courage." 

Such courage is needed to continue on the path to full Christian unity, he said, and to overcome the 
temptations to be impatient or to focus only on the needs of one's own church. 

God 'suffers' when believers injure, ignore those God loves, pope says | National Catholic Reporter (ncronline.org)  

PrayerPRAY

ER 

We cannot merely pray to you, O God, to end war; 

for we know that You have made the world in a way that people must find their own path to peace within 

themselves and with their neighbors. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end starvation; 

for You have already given us the resources with which to feed the entire world, if we would only use them 

wisely. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to root out prejudice; 

for You have already given us eyes with which to see the good in all people, if we would only use them 

rightly. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end despair; 

for You have already given us the power to clear away slums and to give hope, if we would only use our 

power justly. 

We cannot merely pray to You, O God, to end disease; 

for You have already given us great minds with which to search out cures and healing, if we would only use 

them constructively. 

Therefore, we pray to You instead, O God, for strength, determination and will power, 

To do instead of just pray, 

To become instead of merely to wish. Amen. 

  
— Rabbi Jack Riemer 

 

The Beatitudes give us Social Justice teachings to follow. (4lpi.com)  

https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/vatican-news/god-suffers-when-believers-injure-ignore-those-god-loves-pope-says
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/nothing-ordinary-here


 

                  What We Believe, Part 37:   
              Anointed and Sealed     

            in Confirmation 

How do we understand the meaning of the sacramental ritual of confirmation? In St. Paul’s Second Letter to 

the Corinthians, we see vocabulary emerge, describing what happens at Confirmation when the Holy Spirit 

descends upon the Christian: “But the one who gives us security with you in Christ and who anointed us is 

God; he has also put his seal upon us and given us the Spirit in our hearts as a first installment” (2 Cor 1:21-

22). The words “anointed” and “seal” are used to describe the work of the Holy Spirit upon and in the soul 

of the individual baptized believer. That’s what the Spirit does: anoints and seals. 

The word “anointed” itself contains even more meaning and insight. The Greek verb for anointed, χρίσας, is, 

of course, similar to the word “Christ” (the phrase in 2 Cor 1:21 actually reads: Χριστόν καί χρίσας). This 

gives us an even more profound sense of what confirmation does: by the gift of the Holy Spirit we are 

anointed, or in a sense “Christ-ed.” Remember early Christians saw Christ’s baptism and Spirit-driven desert 

experience as a pattern of their own experience? This is why. Because the Anointed is the pattern for the 

anointed. 

We find this terminology in other passages of the New Testament, too. For example, in Ephesians we read 

about believers “sealed with the promised holy Spirit” (Eph 1:13). That’s why, as it says later in Ephesians, 

believers shouldn’t use foul language so as not to “grieve the holy Spirit of God” by which they were 

“sealed for the day of redemption” (Eph 4:29-30). That Christians were “sealed” by the Holy Spirit evoked 

the image of being owned by Christ. Soldiers, for instance, were marked by their generals, then enslaved by 

their masters. So, for the Holy Spirit to “seal” the believer meant that he or she was owned by the Holy  

Spirit to be, as Paul said of himself, “a slave of Christ Jesus” (Rom 1:1) — a Lord, certainly, whose yoke is 

easy and burden light, but who is Lord all the same (Mt 11:30). 

Beyond the Scripture, we find the same pattern and vocabulary in the tradition. The Apostolic Tradition — 

an ancient Church manual from the third century — describes confirmation this way: 

“And the bishop shall lay his hand upon them invoking them and saying: ‘O Lord God, Who did count these 

worthy of deserving the forgiveness of sins by the laver of regeneration, make them worthy to be filled with 

Your Holy Spirit and send upon them thy grace, that they may serve You according to your will.’ … After 

this, pouring the consecrated oil and laying his hand on his head, he shall say: ‘I anoint thee in the name of 

Christ’” (The Apostolic Tradition, No. 21). 

Recall that a typical baptismal ceremony in the early Church saw catechumens baptized in the nude (men 

and women baptized separately). Stepping down into a large font, they were immersed in water three 

times. Coming out the other side, they were dressed in white robes. Sometimes they were given honey and 

milk, symbols of entering the Promised Land. And then immediately, the newly baptized would go into    

another room and there meet the bishop where he would lay hands on the newly baptized and anoint them 

with chrism, a perfumed oil used at ordinations and coronations, symbolizing the new Christian’s share in 

the kingship of Christ. St. Cyprian, who lived in North Africa, describes this: “They who are baptized in the 

Church are brought to the prelates of the Church, and by our prayers and by the imposition of the hand  

obtain the Holy Spirit, and are perfected with the Lord’s seal” (Letter 73).           

                   (Continued on other side) 

HOLY SPIRIT PARISH / PARROQUIA DEL ESPÍRITU SANTO 



 

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
Please join us for our Open House at Holy Family Catholic School on 

Tuesday, January 31st from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. or from 1:00 p.m. 

until 2:00 p.m.  Come see our school in action! Holy Family School is 

located in Auburn at 505 – 17th St. S.E.  If you need more information, 

please call (253) 833-8688 Ext. 214.  We hope to see you.  This is part of our annual observance of    

Catholic Schools Week, beginning Sunday, January 29. This year’s theme is “Catholic Schools; Always 

Reaching Higher,” which celebrates our focus on academic excellence, faith, leadership, and high moral 

standards. 

(Continued from other side) 

We see the same from St. Ambrose; but from him, we learn even more. “For after the font,” he wrote, “it 

remains for the perfecting to take place.” He too calls confirmation a “spiritual seal.” But he links the gift 

of the Holy Spirit to the gifts mentioned in Isaiah 11:2-3: “a spirit of wisdom and of understanding, a    

spirit of counsel and of strength, a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the Lord.” The Catechism of the 

Catholic Church calls these the “gifts of the Holy Spirit” (No. 1303). These gifts Isaiah described were        

interpreted in early Christian tradition to be gifts belonging to Christ, as a prophecy about Jesus. So, 

when St. Ambrose said that, at confirmation, these gifts were now given to the Christian, he was                   

describing the intimate moral and charismatic union made between believers and the Lord in the         

Sacrament of Confirmation. The newly baptized now possessed these prophetic and Christ-like gifts. 

These Messianic gifts are now given to the Christian through the Holy Spirit. Again, the anointed become 

like the Anointed. 

Now, what are the gifts of the Holy Spirit? St. Thomas Aquinas described them perfectly, saying such gifts 

give the believer an “ardent desire” for virtue and make the person who possesses them hungry for virtue 

(Summa Theologiae, I-II 69, Answer 3). For example, we all have an innate sense of justice since it’s written 

into the natural law. If I paid one person $100 and another person $50 for doing the same job, the      

person who was underpaid would undoubtedly feel the injustice of it and likely complain because, of 

course, his or her sense of justice is innate. And the person who was paid $100 will also sense the           

injustice of it too, and he or she may even ask that the other person is paid more, or he or she may share 

the extra money. Now Aquinas says the gifts of the Holy Spirit make a person desire justice more. That is, 

the person possessing the gifts of the Spirit would not consent to such iniquity but would passionately 

want to do something about it. That’s what these gifts do. Everyone has a sense of justice, but the gifts of 

the Holy Spirit enhance a Christian’s natural moral sense with desire. 

And so, biblically speaking, we understand confirmation in terms of being anointed and sealed. These 

two images give us a sense of the Christological reality of confirmation, how confirmation perfects our 

union in Christ beginning in baptism. These images and this pattern continued throughout the tradition. 

They are the basic elements of Catholic theology and the practice of baptism and confirmation. But    

confirmation is part of the single twofold event of baptism and confirmation, which for much of Christian 

history was celebrated within a single ceremony. Baptism and confirmation belong to the same spiritual 

reality, forming us into one Christ. But these eventually became separated as we know today. 

Father Joshua J. Whitfield is pastor of St. Rita Catholic Community in Dallas and author of “The Crisis of 
Bad Preaching” (Ave Maria Press, $17.95) and other books. Read more from the series here. 

What We Believe, Part 37: Anointed and Sealed in Confirmation | Simply Catholic  

https://www.simplycatholic.com/tag/what-we-believe-series/
https://www.simplycatholic.com/what-we-believe-part-37-anointed-and-sealed-in-confirmation/?utm_source=Newsletter&utm_email=Omeda&utm_campaign=NL-Simply+Catholic&utm_term=8464G0013034H8S&oly_enc_id=8464G0013034H8S


 

Nothing Ordinary Here!  Rev. Mark Suslenko • Jan 20, 2023  

There is nothing ordinary about Ordinary Time. This couldn’t be truer today when Zephaniah 
reminds us of the mysteriousness of God’s way and Jesus lays out his Gospel blueprint in his 
Sermon on the Mount. God’s ways certainly are mysterious. Those who are first are  actually 
last and those who have the most will end up with the least. There is an ironic twist to God’s 
wisdom and this is no more evident than in the Beatitudes. Of the Beatitudes, St. Oscar 
Romero states: “These are the paths along which true Christians travel.” Indeed, the Beatitudes 
embody the heart of the Gospel and define what it means to be Christian. 

There is a tendency, however, to overly spiritualize and individualize the message of the        
Beatitudes. This keeps them at a safe distance, engaging them merely as interior virtues necessary for personal holiness. 
Seeing them exclusively as dispositions needed for the salvation of our souls, sidesteps what Jesus intends. Whether we 
want to admit it or even like it, the Beatitudes have dramatic implications for how we structure our lives and treat our broth-
ers and sisters. Bl. Pier Giorgio Frassati, dubbed by Pope John Paul II as the “Man of the Eight Beatitudes” said, “We will 
never be truly Catholic unless we conform our entire lives to the two commandments that are the essence of the Catholic 
faith: to love the Lord, our God, with all our strength, and to love our neighbor as ourselves.” The Beatitudes are definitely a 
matter of personal holiness, but only when accompanied by radical action. The Beatitudes are all about putting things in 
right relationship.   

How do we love our neighbor? Consult the Beatitudes! Loving our neighbor as ourselves cannot be reduced to simply pray-
ing for them or wishing them well. Loving our neighbor means that what I desire and want for myself I desire and want for 
my neighbor. In addition, it means that my actions and lifestyle must work to achieve those goals. Our resolution of conflict 
must serve the good of our neighbor and reflect peace. Our economic life must work in service of all so that all of God’s 
children have access to the goodness of God’s creation and are able to engage in profitable work. The kingdom of heaven, 
the fullness of which is eternal, begins here. What we do here must mirror the life to come. Bl. Pier Frassati adds that, 
“charity is not enough, we need social reform.” It is the hope of heaven that gives us the courage to work for justice here. 

Some find discussion of the social implications of the Gospel unsettling. St. Oscar Romero’s words offer insight, "Christians 
cannot allow sin, the enemy of God, to reign in the world. Christians must work to banish sin and establish the kingdom of 
God. To struggle for this kingdom is not communism; to struggle for this kingdom is not meddling in politics. It is simply 
what the Gospel demands: that Christians today commit themselves more fully to history.” There is a great tradition of 
Catholic  Social Justice teaching that exists in our Church. This reflects the Church’s attempt to translate into action the 
profound words and vision found in today’s Gospel. The cries of injustice are heard throughout history and continue through 
today. The Church can draw from the Gospel the very things that can resolve these ills and bring them to peaceful ends. 

One of the most notable social justice teachings in our history is Pope Leo XIII’s encyclical Rerum Novarum (Rights and       
Duties of Capital and Labor). In it, he discusses the condition of the working class, the relationships and obligations         
between labor and capital, as well as governments and citizens. Subsequent popes also echo this teaching in encyclicals   
of their own. Our own United States Conference of Catholic Bishops has detailed the Social Justice teaching of the church, 
highlighting seven principles: the life and dignity of the human person, a call to family, community and participation, rights 
and responsibilities, an option for the poor and vulnerable, the dignity of work and the rights of workers, solidarity and care 
for God’s creation. It is incumbent upon every Catholic to familiarize themselves with these essential teachings. We all have 
to learn how the Church tries to unite respect for human rights and respect for the duties that flow from these rights. 

We need faith. We need love. But we also need to know how to translate all of this into action. Jesus pulled no punches 
and clearly told those listening that what they did to ONE of the least of these they did to him. People are victims of famine 
and starvation, struggling with mental illness, being abused, and being sold and used for profit. Innocents are killed in 
senseless wars, families are stressed trying to make ends meet, and people are victimized. There is no scarcity of injustice 
and greed, corruption, lust, power, envy, anger, gluttony, and pride reign supreme. None of this needs to be. It can all be 
fixed. 

Take an honest look at our world. Now, picture Jesus standing on the mountain delivering the sermon on the Beatitudes. Is 
this the world he was envisioning? It’s very unlikely. How did it all go so wrong? 

The basic themes of Ordinary Time, which lead us into the fullness of the mystery of our loving God, are nothing ordinary at 
all. In fact, they are quite unordinary. Piercing the truths of the Gospel and delving into the teachings of our faith, we find a 
radical and more equitable way of living coming into focus. Sadly, it has yet to be really tried. For some reason we have        
successfully skipped around where the Gospel message is intended to lead us, preferring instead a style of living of our 
own design. Human beings struggle with their need to cling to things, foolishly thinking that’s where security lies. What’s 
mine is mine and yours is yours and we become frightened and defensive when challenged to think out of the box. After all, 
doing precisely that sent Jesus to the Cross. 

Parishes and individuals do amazing acts of charity for those in need: clothing drives, food collections, diaper drives,           
serving in soup kitchens, and the like. All of this is good and necessary and deserves commendation.  However, charity is 
only one piece of the bigger picture. It is also necessary to study our great treasure house of Social Justice teaching, to 
begin to acknowledge, understand and work to change the systemic causes of poverty and injustice. Education is key. 
Once we open our minds and eyes, we begin to recognize how even some of the little things we do contribute to the larger 
problems of our world. A little education and enlightenment go a long way. 

      The Beatitudes give us Social Justice teachings to follow. (4lpi.com)  

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-oscar-arnulfo-romero/
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/saint-oscar-arnulfo-romero/
https://www.usccb.org/topics/youth-and-young-adult-ministries/blessed-pier-giorgio-frassati
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Leo-XIII
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiii/en/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum.html
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching
https://www.4lpi.com/blog/nothing-ordinary-here


 


