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 Let’s play Word Association. I will say a word, and you will say out 

loud the first word that comes to your mind that could relate to that word. For 

example, if I say “pillow” you will say something like “sleep” or “fight.” 

Ready? Snowing. Pet. Water. Car. Star. Happy. Mom. 

We easily find associations for words… things we know go together, 

but when it comes to God, things are different, because God breaks away 

from associations and constantly surprises us, making new associations that 

would otherwise sound absurd. 

For example, before the birth of Jesus, if you said “God” to people, 

they would associate words like “in the highest” “invisible” or 

“untouchable.” But in Christmas, through the incarnation of Jesus, God is 

now associated not with being high above, but with us. God is not longer 

invisible, but visible. God is no longer untouchable, but so present you can 

actually hold him in a baby.  

Same with the solemnity of the Mary which we celebrate today, we 

associate words that should have no similitude with each other. Virgin and 

mother… say what? Those two shouldn’t go together, one is not like the 

other, and certainly one does not lead to the other. We also have, Mother of 

God. Come one… God doesn’t have a mom!  

But that is how the mysterious language of God is, it gives us 

paradoxes, things that seem to be meaningless, precisely to give us meaning. 

Jesus does this all the time: you must lose your life to find it… unless you 

die to yourself, you have no life within you… say what? 

So if God gives meaning to what seems to have no meaning, then what 

is the meaning that we can find as we declare that Mary is the Virgin Mother 

of God?   
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I would like to touch on three important aspects of who God is that we 

find within this title. But first, lets start with the beginning of that all familiar 

prayer, the Hail Mary.  

All through December we heard parts of this prayer in scripture… in 

the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception and in the Nativity narratives. 

We heard how the angel Gabriel greeted her saying Hail Mary, full of grace, 

God has found favor with you… and how her cousin Elizabeth exclaimed 

blessed are you among woman, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 

This first part of the Hail Mary prayer is explicitly biblical, it comes 

directly from these two greeting. The second part, however, the Holy Mary, 

Mother of God… that is a declaration the Church has made, a title we have 

given to Mary and is not explicitly found in scripture, and yet, we claim that 

it makes sense even though it associates words that don’t seem to make 

sense. What gives these two parts of the prayer meaning, what makes them 

sensible, is that which links hem together, that which is found right in the 

middle, the fruit of the womb, Jesus. So with Jesus as the center, we can look 

at the three ways in which this title makes sense.   

First, in her title as virgin, we find God once again creating 

everything out of nothing. Just as in the beginning of creation God created 

everything out of nothing, out of an empty cosmic womb, so too, out of the 

empty womb of a woman, God once again creates everything out of nothing. 

What God creates is a new humanity. By uniting divinity with humanity in 

the person of Jesus, and making us a part of his body through baptism, we 

become a new creation. Out of the empty womb comes new life, and that 

makes her title as virgin incredibly biblical. 
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Second, in her title as Mother of God, we find the face of the Lord. Do 

you remember what was the sign the angel told the shepherds to look for to 

know they had found the messiah? A baby wrapped in swaddling clothes 

placed in a manger. And when a baby is wrapped like a burrito, what is the 

only thing you see? The face. Now, what did we hear in the first reading? The 

LORD let his face shine upon you, and be gracious to you! The LORD look 

upon you kindly and give you peace! In Mary as Mother of God, we find the 

face of God, the blessing and peace of God, and that makes her title 

incredibly biblical.  

And third, in her title, we find eternal life. The second part of the Hail 

Mary which doesn’t seem to be biblical at first but which we’ve just 

determined how biblical it really is, ends with a petition: pray for us, now and 

at the hour of our death, Amen. What do we find at the end of our hour? In 

human language, death, the end of life. But in the language of God, we find 

life. At the hour of our death, we find our birth. Say what? Mary gives us 

the confidence to trust in the promise of the resurrection which we find when, 

just like in her prayer, we place Jesus right in the middle, in the middle of our 

lives.  

Taking all of this into account, then her tittle that at first seems absurd 

but is really filled with meaning, Virgin Mary, Mother of God, makes her not 

only the mother of God but the mother of the New Creation, the Church, our 

Mother.  

Today we begin a new year. What will it bring? Who knows… it could 

be a year of triumph for some, and a tragic year for others… and that is why 

we begin our year praying with this beautiful woman, Virgin Mary, Mother 

of God, using this very biblical mysterious language of God. That being the 
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case, then it doesn’t matter what 2022 will bring, with Mary by our side, we 

are certain that Lord will shine his face upon us at all times, giving us life 

especially when there seems to be none. And so with confidence, we pray, 

Hail Mary…   


