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Readings: Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

Christian Commitment 

Facebook has been reminding me of events and posts from June 2019, one of 

them being when I took a solo-30-day-roadtrip around the US just before getting 

back for my ordination. I drove from Chicago, to Maine, down the coast to the 

Florida Keys, across the southern border over to California and up the 101 West 

Coast to Seattle. A buddy of mine told me I was taking my honeymoon before the 

weeding… 

The main goal of this trip was to visit as many national parks on the way as 

possible and take photos, so I was on the constant move. One of the photos 

Facebook highlighted for me was one taken at Guadalupe Mountains National Park 

located in northwest Texas. Guadalupe Mountain is the highest point in the state of 

Texas (which is more like a hill in Washington Standards) but it’s a good hike non-

the-less, 8,751 feet high, a good arduous hike which takes about 6-8 hours round 

trip. 

I got an early start at 6am and rushed up the mountain so I could be on the 

road again by the late afternoon. I reached the top, had my quick “thank you God 

for creation moment,” took some photos, ate my Nature Valley granola bar like in 

the commercials and began to trail-blaze my way down. 

Just around the corner I could see man at the distance, wearing blue jeans, a 

long green sleeve shirt, tan gloves, a black backpack, and a tan bush hat, making his 

way slowly up the last 100 feet to the summit. When we crossed each other, he 

stopped and made eye contact revealing his aged face and immediately engaged me 
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in hiker small talk… “Am I there yet?” I was hoping it would be a quick ordeal, but 

he continued talking so I was forced to stop. 

His name is John, 73-year-old steel worker from Texas. He proceeded to tell 

me he hiked Guadalupe Mountain alone on his 20th birthday during a definitive 

moment in his life. He was a bit of a rebel in his teens, didn’t really think much 

about life or the future, but that something moved him that day to go up that 

mountain he had driven by so many times and seen from a long distance, and how 

once at the summit, he had an aha moment where he found a new love for life and 

summits, and a resolved to commit to making his life purposeful.   

He told me how life happened after that: he got married, worked a blue-collar 

job, had kids, became a widow, never remarried, had many struggles, and through it 

all, continued hiking all over the U.S.  

Then he said that this was only the second time he was summiting 

Guadalupe… that at 20 he vowed he would not climb it again until he was content 

with his life, and it was that day, 53 years later, on his 73rd birthday, that he was 

slowly making his way to the summit, back to where it all began. 

For some reason the significance of what he was saying was not registering, I 

was still mostly wanting to continue heading down, so I quickly shared a bit about 

myself just be courteous, where I was from, the fast-passed road trip I was on. 

Probably noticing my shortness of engagement, he wrapped up the conversation as 

he said: “Well Seattle, it was nice to meet you. I’m going to continue up to the top 

now… we didn’t have these camera-phones then, so this time I’m going to get one 

of them selfies!” 

We shook hands and I quickly went passed him picking up my pace to make 

up for the time. I then hear “Hey, young man, Seattle…” I stopped abruptly and 
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looked back, and he continues: “life is going to pass you by faster than you think… 

find what is important, slow down, and enjoy the journey.”  

He turned and continuing his last few steps towards the summit as I stood 

there frozen, realizing I had just had a hallmark moment. I grabbed my camera and 

got a photo of him on his final steps to the top – the photo Facebook highlighted for 

me of. I felt like I needed to capture that moment as those words sunk in… “life is 

going to pass you by faster than you think… find what is important, slow down, and 

enjoy the journey.” I realized this was the kind of wisdom that comes with life 

experience… and as it has been a month of remembering many transitions… three 

years since ordination, one year since being assigned at Holy Spirit… I have been 

looking back as I’ve realized… yep… life is passing by faster than I realize… 

That is, in a way, what the gospel is about today, Jesus helping three 

individuals with three distinct attitudes find what is important, faith in Jesus, and 

committing to that faith. 

The first person Jesus encounters an individual who, like me, is overly 

enthusiastic. He must have heard him speak, got emotional, and decided in that 

moment that yes, he wanted to be a part of this mission without fully understanding 

what it would entail and eagerly says “I will follow you where you go!” let’s do 

this, let’s get going! 

Anyone else in the house with this type of impulsive personality? Anyone else 

tends to make decisions on the spot out of emotion without giving it much thought? 

You at least know someone I’m sure… Though there is a certain grace in 

spontaneity, acting out of impulse especially with those important aspects of life, in 

this case faith which has to do with eternity, Jesus wants us to approach him 

differently. 
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Jesus responds not with “great, come right along!” but instead with “Foxes 

have dens and birds of the sky have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest 

his head” which was a way of saying: listen, I am on a journey towards Jerusalem, 

my death, living a life of a beggar, a homeless man, I don’t even have a place to 

sleep… you are saying you want to be on that same journey as me… have you 

thought about that before saying you want to commit to being my follower? Because 

if you haven’t, you are in for disappointment! And just as fast as you are saying yes 

to me, you will leave. Decisions out of impulse do not always lead to longtime 

commitment, and Jesus does not want his mission to be taken lightly, because it is 

a matter of life and death.  

He drives that point with the second person. In that case, Jesus takes the 

initiative, he is the one who invites him to follow. Here we have the complete 

opposite reaction… where the person would like to follow, but first wants to bury 

the dead father. To him Jesus responds, “let the dead bury their dead.” Sounds harsh 

at first, but what Jesus is saying is: what I am offering you is spiritual life… if you 

don’t have life first, you yourself are dead… and there is nothing you can offer to 

your dead father… it will just be the spiritually dead burying the physically dead… 

but if you follow me, you will receive life, a life you will have even after death. 

This leads us to our third individual who probably watched this amusing 

interaction between the first and the second and thought he would not make the 

same mistake so tries to meet in the middle. Like the first he takes the initiative to 

follow, showing his commitment, and like the second, he asks to go say goodbye to 

his family first, showing he know he needs to give everything up.  

Sounds like the best of the two, until Jesus bursts his bubble by saying “if this 

is what you think you need to do… you are not fit for the kingdom of God.” 
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These last two individuals draw our attention towards how we prioritize what 

is important… Anyone else here overthinks their priorities? We know that God is 

important, that God should be first, but feel like we need to get our house in order 

first, take care of other things first, finish that career first, be financially stable first, 

let the kids grow up so they don’t distract at mass first… and once those things are 

out of the way, then we will be able to give God the time God demands. The thing 

is… life if going to pass by faster than we think, so find what is important… and 

realize that it is your commitment to Jesus. 

Yes, we all have responsibilities, but if our commitment does not lie in being 

nurtured by the Spirit first, we will have nothing to give. That is the basis for loving 

our neighbor as our self that St. Paul reminds us of – we can only love in an 

authentic life-giving way when our priority is in our first love, our relationship with 

Jesus, and that relationship takes time, takes prayer, takes study, takes commitment. 

That is why Jesus seems so harsh, but the point of this passage is not to 

neglect or give up our family responsibilities for the sake of the Kingdom, it is to 

help us understand that it is precisely for the sake of our family and community that 

will benefit from our commitment to our Christian identity. 

 This is what helps us prioritize and find what is important, and live lives fully 

committed to each other in the many different aspects of life. Statistics for example 

show that families who prioritize their faith, who pray together, who go to Church 

together, they have a greater chance at overcoming difficulties, and a stable family 

tends to yield stable children. There will always be exceptions, I am one of them, 

but there is a greater chance of living a healthy life when these conditions are made.   

 Prioritizing our faith and understanding it will also give us a better framework 

in how we are able to process and react to challenges and changes within society. 
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For example, the overturning of Roe v. Wade… there are a lot of people reacting 

purely out of emotion right now on both sides… but our Christian commitment 

pushes us to go beyond initial reactions and see how we can best love our neighbor, 

on both sides… 

 Prioritizing our faith is key to the Christian mission – to bringing life to the 

world. 

“Hey Seattle… life is going to pass you by faster than you think… find what 

is important, slow down, and enjoy the journey.”  

 After he said those words, I decided to stop, took off my backpack, and just 

sat down and finally enjoy where I was. I observed my surroundings, taking it in, 

and I was able to notice angles and take awesome photos I would have missed 

should I have continued down the path eagerly. I was able to really pray and think 

about my own journey to Jerusalem as I was headed towards ordination, and what 

that would mean… the words of that man helped me, at least at that moment, find 

what was important. 

The words of Jesus today are an invitation to return to our first love, to our 

Guadalupe, no matter at what age or where we are in life. Our summit is Christian 

love; and it is but a few steps away. As of now, my summit is here, with you, 

Mount Holy Spirit. Let’s continue our commitment to the gospel and one another… 

because yes… “Life is going to pass us by faster than we think…” 

 

  


