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Readings: Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | USCCB 

 

Complete the phrase… 

If there’s something strange, in the neighborhood… who ya gona call? Ghost 

busters!  

If it aint broke… don’t fix it! 

Like a good neighbor… state farm is there! 

What doesn’t kill you… makes you stronger! 

Why did the chicken cross the road? To get to the other side… 

(Camarón que se duerme, se lo lleva la corriente. A quien madruga, Dios 

le ayuda. Yerba mala nunca muere. ¿Qué tiene el rey en la panza? ¿Por qué la 

gallina cruzo la calle?) 

There are certain phrases that become so overused, almost everyone knows 

them and can complete them without giving it much thought. When we first hear 

them they may be novel, we might use them in meaningful ways, but over time they 

lose their impact. 

Life can feel like that sometimes, like an overused phrase. When we start 

something new, things are exiting and meaningful, and we are naturally inclined to 

notice and be attentive to those around us. But, over time, once the routine kicks in 

and things slowly become predictable, boring, we begin to lose that sensitivity, and 

what was once joyful meaningful becomes pointless, and that is a very dangerous 

place to be. A consequence of sin, when what I do falls victim to routine and life 

becomes boring, it is difficult to notice the needs of those around me, and in my 

attempt for meaning, I look towards myself, in what can satisfy me. As a result, 
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instead of living for others, I end up living for myself, often at the expense of 

others. 

 Let’s speculate and imagine that this is what happened to the scholar of the 

law who stood up to ask Jesus a question. As a scholar of the law was like a lawyer 

in today’s terms, he had an important job – he was tasked with learning, knowing, 

and applying religious law to the lives of everyday people. Not anyone could be 

one, so he must have been very intelligent and critical, and with a heart for helping 

people. Imagine how excited he must have been at the beginning of his career, he 

must have joyfully spent hours reading, studying, and memorizing the law, and 

what made it even more exiting is that the law was the word of God, and the word 

of God was considered powerful, so powerful that with just one word, creation 

came into being.  

To bring this powerful word of God to the lives of people as a lawyer and help 

them in their problems must have been incredibly life-giving. But, I imagine that 

over time, he fell into the routine of things… getting up every day at the same time 

to do his religious prayer…. reading the same texts over and over… repeating the 

same phrases over and over… enforcing the same laws over and over… in a matter 

of time what once had given him joy and purpose became meaningless. 

So what happened to him? Since he no longer found meaning in being a 

scholar of the law, in helping others, in an attempt to not lose joy he ends up using 

his knowledge of the law to simply make himself look good in the eyes of others, so 

that others might see how smart and learned he was. That gave him meaning. 

Routine made him a narcissist.   

We can see that in the question he asks Jesus, “what must I do to inherit 

eternal life?” It was a pointless question because he and everyone else already knew 
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the answer, it was written in the law and it was something every Jew had to pray 

every day called the shema as found in Deuteronomy: listen oh Israel, the Lord 

your God is one…  you shall love the Lord, your God, with all you heart, being, 

strength, mind… and your neighbor as yourself self…  

There was nothing new about it, nothing new about God or the law… people 

would have just repeated the correct answer and say “yep, that’s it, that is what we 

need to do to inherit eternal life… moving on…” and the actual power and meaning 

of those words would be lost. 

I can relate to that. We grow up hearing the tangents of the Christian faith… 

the ten commandments, we repeat the Our Father and Hail Mary’s ad-nauseum, we 

know it is all about loving God, neighbor and self… Mass is the same, homilies just 

repeat the same talking points. Once in a while we might hear something new or 

novel, maybe controversial, but for the most part it is the same God is love, Jesus 

loves you… Jesus died for you… serve others… Yep… that’s it… that what we need 

to do to inherit eternal life, got it… ok moving on… 

When faith becomes victim to mere routine, it also becomes irrelevant, and 

the power of God in and over our lives goes unnoticed. Faith is meant to move us 

towards finding purpose in serving others. But when faith becomes boring, we 

either abandon it, or use it to serve ourselves, like the scholar. 

Returning to this interaction, he was either expecting Jesus to answer correctly 

so that as a scholar he could affirm his answer, or expecting Jesus to answer 

incorrectly, so that as a scholar he could correct him. In either way, he would get to 

show off his smarts and feel good about himself. He ends up answering his own 

question, Jesus affirms his correct answer, and then comes a follow up question: 

“Who is my neighbor?” He continued fishing for compliments, it was another 
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question every Jew could have easily answered because that was another thing that 

was written in the law. According to Leviticus and Deuteronomy, a neighbor was 

any children of your own people, meaning other Israelites. 

This is where Jesus realizes the extent of his narcissism and responds with a 

story to help him realize how he had fallen into the sin of using the law for his own 

benefit. 

Important details about the story: the man beaten and left for dead was coming 

from Jerusalem, most likely from the temple, the presence of God, so we know this 

man was a fellow Jew. Other Jews, his supposed “neighbor” were making their way 

to the temple and saw their neighbor in need, but decide to cross the street to the 

opposite side because they didn’t want to come in contact with his blood. 

Otherwise, they would no longer be able to enter the temple unless they waited a 

few days and did several cleansing rituals since the law also stated that coming in 

contact with bodily fluids made you unclean.  

In other words, they were using the law for themselves and easily ignored the 

need of the neighbor. Surprisingly, who ends up helping the man was Samaritan 

whom they would have regarded as an enemy, not a neighbor, someone who had 

absolutely no obligation to help a Jew.  

What Jesus was telling this man was clear: through this story he helped him 

realize he had lost his sense of his vocation, the reason he had become a scholar of 

the law in the first place, he had stopped using the powerful word of God in the law 

to help others, and instead was merely helping himself.  

It was a moment of realizing his sin, he was both the one crossing the street 

ignoring those in need, but also as the one wounded by his sin of selfishness. What 



Homily | Year C | 15th Sunday of Ordinary Time | 07/10/2022 

 

pg. 5 

 

helps him break away from this sin caused by falling into a routine way of life is 

experiencing Jesus as the good Samaritan, as the one filled with mercy.  

Notice how Jesus, despite knowing his sin of narcissism, he didn’t ridicule 

him, didn’t make him look bad, or get him to answer the wrong thing only to 

correct him in front of others… in both cases, Jesus got the man to answer correctly. 

Jesus cared about him, did not want to ridicule him, meaning the scholar was able to 

experience firsthand the mercy Jesus was explaining in the story. That experience of 

mercy is what restores him and makes him capable of doing the final admonition: 

go and do likewise.  

Family, the invitation today is to reclaim the awe and wonder, the purpose of 

our lives, and that begins with realizing our woundedness and our need for God’s 

mercy, so that we can realize our purpose is found in being merciful to others.  

If you are experiencing that life has become routine and it is sucking the joy 

out of you… if you no longer get excited about your marriage, being a sibling, a 

student… if faith has become dull and you are not getting anything from being here, 

today Jesus comes to us as a good Samaritan to restore our life purpose and not fall 

victim to narcissism so that we can correctly serve our family, friend, and 

community. Thanks to Jesus, the law is now in us, written in our hearts, powerful, 

meaningful, making visible the invisible, there is nothing ordinary about that. 

So, why did the chicken cross the road? Maybe he was being a good 

Samaritan… so go and do likewise.  

(Entonces, ¿por qué la gallina cruzo la calle? Tal ves estaba siendo un 

buen samaritano, así que vallan y hagan lo mismo.) 


