
Saint Nicholas Catholic Church 
His Eminence Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 
 

Pastor: Rev. Fr. Eliseus Ogbonna Ibeh, MSP   
Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9am – 4pm 9am – 4pm 9am – 4pm 9am – 4pm 
 

2502 Clay (Church)     2508 Clay (Rectory)     Houston, Texas 77003- 4498 

e-mail: 2508clay@sbcglobal.net Phone:  (713)223 – 5210   Fax: (713)222-0424 http://www.stnicholashouston.org 
Cassandra’s Office 

Hours 
Tuesday  Wednesday Thursday Friday 

8:30am – 2:30pm 8:30am – 2:30pm 8:30am 2:30pm 8:30am –2:30pm 
 

 
Pastoral Staff Fr. Eliseus Ogbonna Ibeh, 

MSP Pastor 

stnichpastor@gmail.com                   (979) 661 -0834 

Cassandra Edmondson Administrative Assistant 2508clay@sbcglobal.net     

Ester Angafor Sanosi DRE Director       

        

Anita Dubie Sendze Sacristan        

Alvin Gabriel Finance Council President        
 

Parish Mission Statement 
At St. Nicholas, we are a welcoming Community guided by the Holy Spirit and we celebrate the 
presence of Jesus Christ in our lives, in prayer, in liturgy, in religious education and in scripture.  
Joyfully we reach out to everyone and invite them to serve the Lord in the spirit of love. Join us in 
working for peace, justice and in building a community that welcomes and accept all people as 
children of GOD.  

DECEMBER 3, 2023–  FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT   

Mass Schedule and Devotional Prayers 
Sunday: Rosary – 8:30am and 10:30am 

Mass Schedule: Sundays at 9:00am  11:00am and 1:15pm 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday: Holy Hour 7:00am-Mass 8:00am 

Reconciliation: Saturdays 10:00 – 11:30 am or by request 
Tuesday Mass 

Tuesday – Holy Hour 5:00pm Mass 6pm; Legion of Mary Devotion 5:00pm                            
Sacraments Information 

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick 

Please call the Parish Office (713) 223 – 5210   

Baptism 

Registered parishioners must contact the Parish Office for an interview with the Pastor.  Pre-Baptism classes are 

required before Baptism. 

CCE Education 

Classes are available for children who need preparation for First Communion and Confirmation.  Classes are 

held on Saturdays from September through May. 

Funeral Services 

In the event of the death of a parishioner, please contact the Parish Office before finalizing any arrangements with the 

Funeral Director 

Sacrament of Holy Matrimony 

Registered engaged couples must call the Parish Office at least one year before their expected wedding date. Six to eight  

  months are required for marriage preparation. Pre-Cana or Engagement Encounter is required. 

mailto:2508clay@sbcglobal.net
http://www.stnicholashouston.org/


 Sick and Homebound - Stewardship of Time 

Please pray for the sick and homebound  of our 

parish and all who have asked for our prayers: 
Mary Broussard, Gardenia Champ, Wilmer John Champ, 

Wilmer John Champ Jr., June Cushingberry, Diane Elkins,  

Preston Reed, Anita Garvey, James A. Garvey, Genevia 

LaFleur, Gladys Njiti, Kourtney Njiti, Elise Richmond, Marie 

Southern,  Lillie Taylor, Eleanor Williams, Velocia Ulmer, 

Peggy Castenda, Benjamin Petteway, Elaine Mullone, Diele 

Ekaney, Catherine Fombang. 

                   Prayer for the Sick 
Dear Lord, Thank you for the lives of everyone in our church 

parish. We pray that you heal the sick amongst us, taking away 

their sufferings. We burn all chronic and lomg-term illnesses 

with the fire of the holy spirit, help them overcome their 

illnesses. Give them all the power and strength to battle through 

their diseases. Bring them divine healing in the name of Jesus. 

AMEN. 
. 

. 

Stewardship Offering Contributions- November 26, 2023 
                  
         

         

         Bag of Gold 

        Total-$408.00 

 

                    

    On Line Church Repairs 

              9am-$75.00 

   On Line Mass Intentions 

            11am-$50.00 

        

Sunday Offerings Day 

          9am- $539.00 

11:00am- $1,604.00 

    1:15pm- $300.00 

     Total- $2,443.00   

              

         On Line Offerings 

             9am-  $140.00 

            11am-$315.75 

            Total-$455.75 

 

         

           

 

Maintenance/Fund 

   11:00am-76.00 

 

         
      
     

       

     

     

 

DSF GOAL 2023 

 
        $9,000.00 

Paid $4,941.00  

Remaining to be 

paid $4,059.00 

 

 

 

    

           Weekly Readings 
Dec 04:Isaiah 2:1-5; Matthew 8:5-11 

Dec 05:Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 

Dec 06: Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37   

Dec 07: Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21, 24-27    

Dec 08: Genesis 3:9-15, 20; Ephesians 1:3-

6, 11-12; Luke 1:26-38 

Dec 09: Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26;  Matthew 

9:35, 10:1, 5a, 6-8  

                                                         LECTORS 
                                     9am                                11am                                 1:15pm 
      December 3       Tara/Sheila                 Jean Paul/Rebecca        Elijah/Agnes  
                               
                                Extra Ordinary Ministers 
                                              
     December 3         Theresa/Cassandra           Joe/Dorothy                    Japhet/Egide 

    December 3 Altar  Servers -11am- Gima, Samumuel, Aiden, Vianney 
     

  

Mass Intentions 

9:00am  Birthday blessings for Rose Kelly and  Ashton Gabriel-by Anita Garvey 

     

11:00am For the repose of the souls of Tchadjui families- by Pamela  Sinju  

     For the repose of the soul of Rev Samuel  Igbafe, MSP- by the Esther  Intercessors. 

     For the peaceful repose of our father, Pa Joseph Atia Asong and all deceased family members -by the    
     Asong  children 
     In thanksgiving for God’s healing of Ma Tegina Esung,  Ma Mado and all sick members of CWA - by CWA ICB  
                        For repose of the souls of her husband S.K. Kilo and her son Charles Kilo and all  deceased members    
     and  friends of the  Kilo family -by Johana Kilo          
    For the repose of the souls of the deceased family members of Ma Bertha Etta, Ma Sidonie Ambe, Ma     
    Jackie Atang, Mami Samson and Ma Marie Njowo -by CWA ICB 
    For the repose of the souls of all deceased family members of Ma Agnes Chuba, Ma Helena Nki, Ma     
     Beatrice Tangeh, Ma Johana Kilo  & Ma Mariam Kilo Chindo-by CWA ICB 
    For the repose of the soul of Handel Njodzeka, may he find repose alongside his sister-by Fonlon family 
    For the repose of the soul of Mami Emerentia Fonlon Finiakiy, Amabel Njodzeka Ngochi & Bernard Ngafin   
    Fonlon-by Fonlon family 
    For the repose of the souls of Yamah Crecencia Nkwa, Honorine Ngeneveu and Isabelle Achu-by Valeria Awah 
    For the repose of the souls of Manyi Grace Kah Tangwa and all deceased family members of the Tangwa &   
    Wando family-by Gilbert Tangwa  
    For the repose of the souls of Edna Akpan, Magdalene Welashey, Helen Wamey, Aloysius Welahey and Mami Mary Njowo  
   and all members of the Youdjeu and Mafiamba families-by Alida Welahey 
   For the repose of the soul of Laura Bailey deceased mother of Ices, Winslow, Samuel and Kendrick-by Samuel Bailey 
 

1:15pm  For the People of the parish 

                         



                  

      Zelle Account for St. Nicholas is: 
 Stnichpastor@gmail.com 

 
            Advent Wreath Prayer Week 1-Hope 
Heavenly Father, Advent is a time for remembering and 
reflecting on the birth of our Lord and savior, Jesus 
Christ. Father, I pray that you will turn our hearts 
toward myou as a Christmas approaches. Let us not get 
caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season this 
year and miss the chance to celebrate the gifts of hope, 
peace, joy, love, that you sent to us on that first 
Christmas.  
Father God, every word in scripture points to the gift of 
hope that we have because of Christ Jesus. The 
Christmas story wasn’t the beginning of that message of 
hope because the old testament is full of glimpses of 
your plan to redeem your people and restore them into 
a relationship with you, but we are able to truly begin to 
see and understand just how great your love for us is 
when we read the story of Jesus’ birth in scripture. 
You showed us a glimmer of that hope as you chose to send 
your son into this earth through a family tee that was a little 
bent and scarred. We glanced it again as your chose a tribe 
that was a small and a city that was lowly. It can beseen when 
we recognize that you don’t send your Son to be birthed in a 
fancy palace among the wealthy and the elite, but our King of 
Kings and Lord of Lords was born among common shepherds 
and livestock in a barn.  
 Help us to see that you are with us. Nothing is too difficult, 
too messy, or too dirty for you. Jesus came to give us the gift 
of eternal life through the salvation that only you, our 
Heavenly Father, can give when we believe on your Son, 
repent of our sins, and confess Jesus as our Lord and Savior. 
That first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in 
swaddling clothes and laid in a manager. Thank you, Father, 
for your immeasurable gift. In Jesus’ precious name, we pray. 
Amen.  

    
 Safe Haven Environment Training  
The Archdiocesan Safe Environment policy mandates all 
clergy, employees, volunteers, members of groups, 
movements and organizations over the age of 18 who work, 
volunteer, or participate in any capacity are required to 
complete the Archdiocesan Safe Environment Training and a 
criminal background check before they may begin 
employment, volunteer or participate with ministries, 
groups, movements and organizations. Log on to: 

 https://galvestonhouston.cmgconnect.org/ and 
complete the CMG Safe Haven online training. Contact Safe 
Haven Coordinator Anita Sendze @ 713-829-9575. 
Dateline to take this online course is November 
30, 2023. 

 

                   
 

 
     

  Dr. Martin Luther King Birthday 
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston 39th Observance of 

the Annual Celebration: 

       “A MASS OF REMEMBRANCE” 

Honoring the birthday of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, 

Jr. Mass of celebration will be held on Sunday, January 

14, 2024 at 3:00pm at the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred 

Heart 1111 St. Joseph Parkway Houston, Texas 77002. 

Principal Celebrant Most Rev. Daniel Cardinal DiNardo 

and Homilist Rev. Martins C. Emeh, J.C.L. Please plan 

to attend and celebrate the life and legady of  Dr. King. 

Reception to follow in the Cathedral Centre. 
        
  SAINTS  OF THE WEEK 
December 4: Saint John Damascene, Priest, Doctor of 
the Church 
December 6: Saint Nicholas, Bishop 
December 7: Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church 
December 8: IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF BVM (S) 
December 9: Saint Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
 

              Bag of Gold 
On December 3rd 2023, we will be celebrating our 136th 

Annivesary and we are asking all parishioners to donate 

$1 for each one of these years. The funds will be used 

for the renovation of the church for it’s 100th birthday on 

December 15, 2024. Thank you in advance!! 
 

    Announcements and Upcoming Events 
 Dec 7- PPC meeting at 7pm 
 Dec 8-Feast of the Immaculate Conception  
           of the Blessed Virgin Mary-Holy Day of 
          Obligation-Mass sat 8am (Office Closed) 
 Dec 12-Finance Council meeting at 7pm 
 Dec 13-Advent Confession at 6:30pm 
 Dec 19-Fund Raising committee zoom meeting  
  at 7pm 
 Dec 22-Christmas party/play for children  
  6pm-9pm in the hall 
  

              Cleaning Schedule 
Next week cleaning for December 9th will be 

done by members from the 1:15pm Mass. 
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     FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT               

As we begin another liturgical year, the readings pick up right where we left off last week: focusing on the second 
coming of Christ. Whereas in the gospel, Mark presents Jesus issuing a stern warning (“What I say to you I say to 

all: Watch!”), the prophet Isaiah sets a different tone: “Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down.” It 

seems as though Isaiah is reminding God of God’s attributes, as though he were telling God something new: You 

are mighty, you are our father, you are the potter, you are our redeemer. 

Yet throughout the reading the prophet also asks for mercy, forgiveness, and for a swift coming in glory. To me, it 

sounds like he is saying: “You will always forgive us, … right?” Or: “You are a father who wouldn’t forget his 
children. … aren’t you?”  It’s a curious blend of praise and petition, assurance and supplication. 

Yet I think that this describes our life with God quite well. We come together as a church to sing God’s praises and 

to adore God with all kinds of titles: Father, Redeemer, Lord, Savior, Shepherd, and so forth. And in almost the 
same breath we are so bold as to ask God to act in those ways: Be a Redeemer. Be a loving shepherd. Be patient 

with us. 

This is not wrong. In fact, Jesus Christ himself told us to pray this way. “When you pray, say ‘Our Father … 

Hallowed by thy name … give us our daily bread….’” Even though our Father knows what we need before we 

ask, it is right and just that we should lift up our hearts in praise, our hands in petition. 

When I first saw the 2011 translation for the text of the Mass, I was surprised at the exhortation of the celebrant 
before the recitation of the Lord’s Prayer, which now reads: “…we dare to say…”.  What a strange wording! But 

considering that we are about to invoke a very tender and intimate image of God and ask for things we 
want/need at the same time, it is entirely appropriate. Like Moses in the Pentateuch, we dare to remind God who 

God has revealed the divine nature to be. It’s as though we are saying, “If you are a loving God…”.  The sense is 

not one of skepticism; rather it is a statement of fact: “Since you are a loving God…” 

Advent is a time of waiting, and a time of prayer. Isaiah teaches us how to do both at the same time. We and all of 

God’s creation cry out, “Come, Lord Jesus!” And God says to us, in effect, “I am coming. Are you ready?” Isaiah 

puts it best: “Would that you might meet us doing right.” 

Yes, we watch and we wait. But we must do more. In prayer, song, worship, and service, we call upon our good 

God, and thus we get ourselves ready to meet the Lord at the same time. 

 
 
 
 


