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1. Adaptation: a trait that helps an animal meet its needs in the place where it lives. 

2. Hibernation: when some animals become inactive over cold winter months. 

3. Inherited: passed on from parents to their young. 

4. Instinct: behaviors that animals are born to do 

5. Larva: when a butterfly hatches from its egg. We usually call them caterpillars. 

6. Migrate: to move from one place to another. Some birds migrate south in the 

winter. 

7. Pupa: when a butterfly is in a hard covering, or chrysalis.  

8. Trait: a body feature passed on to an animal from its parents 

9. Vertebrate: an animal with a backbone. Animals without a backbone are called 

invertebrates. 

 

Groups of Vertebrates:  

- Fish: spend all their lives in water, most have slippery scales and breathe through 

gills. 

- Amphibians: Most young amphibians are born in water, and then spend part of 

their lives in water and part on land. As they grow, most develop lungs to breathe 

oxygen; frogs, toads, salamanders 

- Reptiles: Mostly have dry, scaly skin and breathe through lungs; snakes, lizards, 

turtles, crocodiles, alligators 

- Birds: They have feathers, bills with no teeth, and breathe oxygen through their 

lungs; cardinals, flamingos, owls 

- Mammals: Have hair at least part of their lives, grow in their mother, breathe 

through lungs and feed milk to their young; humans, cats, dogs 

 

Groups of Invertebrates: 

- Sea jellies 

- Worms 

- Mollusks: octopus, squid, clam, snails 

- Arthropods: insects, spiders, crabs 

 



Types of adaptations for protection and examples: camouflage, armor, mimicry, poison; 

flamingo’s curved bill, a porcupine’s quills, pelican’s webbed feet, a walking stick 

looking like a twig 

 

Different types of fossils: 

Fossil mold: a space in the shape of an animal in rock 

Fossil cast: when a fossil mold gets filled with rock material over time. 

 

What all animals need to survive: water, oxygen, food, shelter 

 

Butterfly Life Cycle: 

 

Frog’s Life Cycle: 
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