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Dear Parishioners, 

 
For this Sunday’s Gospel, we see Jesus return to his home town of Nazareth.  It would be easy to 

judge the townspeople of Nazareth.  How could they have been so blind as to fail to recognize the Messi-
ah in their midst?  But it is impossible to say who would not have reacted similarly in the same circum-
stances.  The incident reveals the “extraordinary ordinariness” of the Son of God.  He lived a life so low-
ly, unassuming, and unremarkable that the possibility that the omnipotent God was present in him was 
simply incomprehensible to many who knew him.  It is not the first time that the lowly ways of God have 
perplexed and disconcerted his people.  Isaiah had prophesied a Suffering Servant of God who, before 
his great work of atonement, would grow up unrecognized in the midst of the people.  God desired his 
work of redemption, the reconciliation of humanity with himself, to come not from without but from within: 
our redeemer is one like us in all things, except sin – He is the God-man.  When Jesus was challenged 
by his own community, he did not argue or defend, or reject his neighbors; he continued being who he 
was and continued the work of his mission.  The questionings of others did not move him to question 
himself, but remained a question mark in the minds of those who thought they knew the answers.  Jesus 
left his watchers and listeners scratching their heads by his teachings, miracles, and mighty deeds.  We 
may have scratched our heads many times at these ways.  We are meant to rebel against the tyrannies 
of unrealistic expectations and grow into the free state of allowing God to be our loving Lord of our entire 
life.  Do we invite God into our hearts so we can experience his transforming love, even when we face 
rejection?  What matters is what God thinks before what others think.  How do our thoughts and actions 
give glory to God in all that we do?   

 
This Monday, July 5th, the Parish offices will be closed, and there will be no morning Mass 

on that day.  We are no longer livestreaming a weekend Mass.  Now that we are allowed to in-
crease our church seating to full capacity, we want to encourage our parishioners to return to Mass in-
person to worship God as a community, united in faith, as we receive the real presence of Jesus in the 
Eucharist – Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity. 

 
After Labor Day weekend, beginning on Sunday, September 12th, our new Sunday morning 

Mass times will be: 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM, & 11:30 AM.  This change is to allow for parking lot safety 
for our parishioners and to alleviate the congestion between our current 8 AM and 9:30 AM Mass-
es.  Adequate spacing between our morning Mass times will be a better fit for our community.  
There will be NO change to 3:30 PM Confessions and our 4:30 PM Mass on Saturday.  There will 
be NO change to our weekday Mass time of 8 AM on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday.  
There will be NO change to our Wednesday Mass time of 8:15 AM (school Mass time).    

  
Part-time Facilities assistant – We are seeking a part-time maintenance assistant for our parish 

and school.  This is a non-benefited position of 20-25 hours per week.  Responsibilities will include cus-
todial tasks, event setups, some landscape work and various maintenance duties around the campus.  
This may include changing light bulbs and other ladder work.  Must be able to lift at least 40 lbs.  All ap-
plicants will adhere to Diocesan Hiring Guidelines including a background check and PGC requirements. 
Please submit a resume to secretary@saint-dennis.org. If you have any questions, please call Victor Le-
on at 815-838-2592, ext. 123. 

 
Any financial contribution to support our parish, along with your time and talent is greatly appreci-

ated.  We thank you for your generosity. You can also consider giving online through E-Giving located 
at www.saint-dennis.org You can make a one-time donation, or set up an account so that it re-
curs. Thank you for your support and continued prayers, as we all grow in our relationship with Jesus 
Christ and His Church. You remain in my daily prayers. 

 
 
Sincerely in Christ, 
Fr. Shaun 

  

http://www.saint-dennis.org/


 Revision to Diocese of Joliet  
Covid-19 Protocols at St. Dennis 

 
Effective June 11, 2021 

 

 Full capacity seating is allowed for all liturgies in our church.  
 Social distancing is not required.  If you would like to have more distance from oth-

ers, we can arrange for chairs to be setup in the Narthex.  For Holy Communion, 
you can merge into a line in the church, or remain at the inner Narthex door of the 
church, and the minister will come to you.        

 Masks are optional for all persons.  It is recommended that children below the age 
of 12 continue to wear masks, but we will leave that to the discretion of the par-
ents.   

 Sign-up for Mass is no longer required.   
 Holy water fonts are to remain empty. 
 As before, no physical sign of peace. 
 Teens can volunteer to be Eucharistic ministers, Lectors, Ushers, greeters, etc., 

with approval of their parents.   
 Altar Servers are permitted, and we will resume with servers in the Fall when 

school is back in session (we need to recruit and re-train our Altar Servers).        
 The Gift procession will take place when we resume with Altar Servers.   
 No passing of the collection baskets.  Baskets will remain in the Narthex as you 

enter into the church.   
 Singing is allowed.  At this time, still no choirs are allowed (3-4 cantors in the choir 

loft can sing without masks).  Wind and brass instruments are still not allowed.    
 We will go back to Communion lines.  Two lines up the center aisle, side pews will 

follow the center aisle people and process forward, and then proceed around back 
to their pews.  Four Eucharistic ministers will distribute Communion in the front of 
the church.  The priest and one other EM in the middle (next to the priest) and for 
the other two, one on each side in front of the first pews.  The EM distributing 
Communion on the Mary side of the first pew, will first distribute Communion to the 
choir loft, and then return to assist the priest up front.   

 There will be no hand sanitizing before reception of Holy Communion.      
 As before, no additional chalices for Communion. 
 Mask and face shield are no longer required for our Eucharistic ministers.  If some 

ministers feel uncomfortable and still want to wear their mask and a shield, the 
shields will remain on the credence table for usage.   

 We will provide a bottle of hand sanitizer on the credence table if Lectors and Eu-
charistic ministers want to hand sanitize before and after their ministry (it is only an 
option).    

 Sanitizing the church once a day after the last liturgy is still required.    
 At this time, dispensation from the requirement to attend Mass is still in place. 
 If people do not feel well, they should not attend services or gatherings.   
 Missals, hymnals, prayer books, bulletins, posters, etc., will be permitted as we 

consider the appropriate time and logistics for their usage in the future.     



 
 
 
 

Mass Intentions 
 

July 9 
8:00 am—  

Don Silvestri by  
Ron & Joan Jones 

 
July 10 

4:30 pm—    
Angela Welter 

by Cindy Georgantas 
& Tyler Kero 

 
 

Verne Gajewski by 
Clara Gajewski 

 
Sally Alward  
Bday Remb by  
Patti Johnson 

 
Judith A. Mussario 

by Family 
 
 

July 4 
8:00 am—                                           

Anthony Piersanti 
by Carolyn 

 
 

Rich Ramos 
by Patti Johnson 

 
 
 

9:30 am—  
The People of St. 

Dennis Parish 
 
 
 
 

11:15am — 
Tina Kral 

by  
Frank & Elena  

DiFalco 
 

Kausak Family     
Intentions 

by Marie Kausak 
 

 

  

 
Reflection from Sister Sharon Marie Stola,  

Director Office of Divine Worship and Catechumenate 

 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Home Town and Country.  In the gospel today, Jesus 
astonishes the home town folks who then poke fun at him.  
But Jesus still did what he could by preaching and healing a 
few.  Even when things seem not to go right, we still embrace 
our town folk and our country.   
 
 What astonishes me about my own town and country 

members?   
 How can I still converse with them even if we disagree on 

some issues?   
 In what good and right ways will I behave toward them 

because it is good and right?   

PRAYERS NEEDED 

Please pray for those who have entered  
eternal life 

 
Patricia Ellen Rubel 

 
Janet Geissler Hutchinson 

 
Chuck Kalousek 

 

 
 

Mass Intentions  
 
 
 
 

July 3 
4:30 pm—    

Josephine and 
Frank Suski 

by Family 
 

4:30pm — 
The People of St. 

Dennis Parish 
 
 

July 4 
8:00 am—                                                                            

Jim & Donna  
Tierney 

Wedding Anniv 
Remb 

by Family 
 

 

Mary Kehlenbach 
Bday Remb 

by Joe 
 

 

9:30 am—  
Steven Bierwirth 
by Guzman Family   

 

 

David Wozniak 
by Annette Kuzma 

 

 

11:15am — 
Beco Bremmer 
by Jim & Anita  

Prosise 
 

Sofia Pytlik  
by Family Friends 

 
 
 

July 5 
 

NO MASS 
 

July 6 
8:00 am—   

John Coconato  
by  

Ron & Joan Jones 

 
 

July 7 
8:15 am—  
Jack Gaca 

by  
Ron & Joan Jones 

 
 

July 8 
8:00 am—  

Frank Houser 
Bday Remb  
by Family 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

OFFERING  
There are offering baskets             

stationed at the entrance to the 
church that you can drop off 

your donations.  You can also 
drop off or mail to the parish     

office. Thankyou to all who have 
been so generous during these 

challenging times with 
COVID19.                                                               

 
AUTO DEBIT 

Our parish has been using  
automatic debit withdrawal for 
almost 10 years. Many parish-
ioners use this means for their 
weekly donation to the parish. 

The use of an authorized  
automatic direct donation from 

your savings account or  
checking account to our parish 

account certainly helps the  
parish budget and can save you 
time. If you would like to set up 
church contributions from your 
bank account, complete this 

form ( CLICK HERE)  or contact 
the Business Manager, Chris 
Deters at the Parish Office at 

815.838.2592 x 121 or 
cdeters@saint-dennis.org  

Thank you  
for your commitment  

to our parish and supporting our 
church and school.  

 
WELCOME  

NEW PARISHIONERS  
To join St. Dennis Parish  
or learn more about us,  

contact the parish office at  
815-838-2592 x123 or                               

email  
secretary@saint-dennis.org 

You will be provided                                  
a registration form.  

You will also be added to our 
“Constant Contact” notices 

which distributes weekly bulletin, 
Mass sign up and prayer line.  

Visit our parish website at 
www.saint-dennis.org. 

 and our church  
FACEBOOK page.   

Sunday Collection for June 27, 2021 
 

Sunday Collection (174) transactions, loose cash $335.00)  $    6,739 
Weekly Auto Debit                    $    2,361 
Monthly Auto Debit Weekly Avg                           $    3,695 
Total          $  12,795 
 

Weekly Budget        $   16,106 
Year to Date Budget        $ 837,500 
Year to Date Actual                                                $ 781,868 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2020-June 30, 2021  
 
     

Thank you for your continued generosity and support. 

 

Improvements Collection this weekend. 
Fish Pantry Collection — 1st Sunday of each month 

Thank you for helping those in need. 
 

JOB OPENING 
Part-time Maintenance Assistant  

We are seeking a part-time maintenance assistant for our 
parish and school.  This is a non-benefited position of 20-25 
hours per week.  Responsibilities will include custodial tasks, 
event setups, some landscape work and various maintenance 
duties around the campus.  This may include changing light 

bulbs and other ladder work.  Must be able to lift at least 40 lbs.  
All applicants will adhere to Diocesan Hiring Guidelines including 

a background check and PGC requirements. Please submit a 
resume to secretary@saint-dennis.org. If you have any ques-

tions, please call Victor Leon at 815-838-2592, ext. 123. 

Thank you for your generous support in last week’s  
Peter’s Pence Collection.  As a parish, we collected 

$765.00. Our contributions, combined with those from 
our brothers and sisters around the world, provide      

essential support for the Holy See’s activities and help 
Pope Francis with relief for the victims of wars,          

oppression, and natural disasters around the world.  It 
is not too late to give; go to:  https://

file:///C:/Users/Parish Secretary/Desktop/ACH debit wthdrawal form.jpg
http://www.saint-dennis.org
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Religious-Center/St-Dennis-Church-Lockport-IL-182049583189/


The CMAA’s Second Follow Up Mailing from Bishop Hicks was mailed this week to parish-

ioners who have made a gift to the Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal (CMAA) in the 

past, but have not made a gift to this year’s appeal. We  encourage  you to participate 

by making a gift to the CMAA if you have not yet done so. 

 
CLICK HERE TO GIVE A GIFT DONATION TO THE 2021 ANNUAL APPEAL 

 

Thank you for all you do, and we wish your parish much success with the 2021 CMAA! 

Should you have any questions about the CMAA, please do not hesitate to contact the 

Development Office at (815) 838-8515. 

 

CMAA Pledge Report for  St. Dennis 

Thank you for pledging a gift to the CMAA! Monthly pledge payments should be 
made in the next few days. It is important these pledges be paid, so our parish will 
reach our goal. Once we have reached our goal in paid pledges, 70% of the amount 
over goal will be returned to our parish for our needs. Below is our progress: 

 
 

2021 Catholic Ministries Annual Appeal through 6/27/2021 

St. Dennis Parish — Lockport 
 

                                ___2021                              2020                         Inc/Dec                          2020 (Final) 

Goal   $75,300  $75,300   $0   $75,300 

Amount Pledged $58,041  $42,740           $15,300               $45,195 

Amount Paid $54,359  $37,729           $16,631   $45,060 

Balance Due   $3,681   $5,012           ($1,330)        $135 

Donor Count     240      206      34      227 

2021 Rebate                  $0 

https://jolietdioceseappeal.org/sectioncontent.php?secid=4


OUR GARBAGE DUMPSTER IN OUR PARKING 
LOT IS FOR OUR PARISH AND SCHOOL        
GARBAGE ONLY.  IT IS NOT A RECYCLE BIN.  
OUR GROUNDS ARE PRIVATE PROPERTY, AND 
OUR DUMPSTER IS NOT AVAILABLE FOR        
PARISHIONERS OR THE GENERAL PUBLIC TO 
DISPOSE OF THEIR GARBAGE FROM THEIR 
HOMES.  HOWEVER, THE WHITE RECYCLE 
CLOTHES BIN IS AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL  
PUBLIC.   
THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING. 

ON MONDAY, JULY 5TH, 
THE PARISH OFFICES 

WILL BE CLOSED, AND 
THERE WILL BE NO 
MORNING MASS ON 

THAT DAY. 



 
After Labor Day weekend, beginning on 

Sunday, September 12th, our new Sunday 
morning Mass times will be: 7:30AM, 9:30 
AM, & 11:30AM.  This change is to allow for 
parking lot safety for our parishioners and to 
alleviate the congestion between our current 
8AM and 9:30AM Masses.  Adequate   spac-
ing between our morning Mass times will be 
a better fit for our community.  

  
There will be NO change to 3:30PM     

Confessions and our 4:30PM Mass on     
Saturday. 

 
 There will be NO change to our weekday 

Mass time of 8 AM on Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday.  There will be NO 
change to our Wednesday Mass time of 8:15 
AM (school Mass time).   

 







Dear St Dennis Families, 

Faith Formation Registration will go out mid-June. There will be a registration party 

on July 11 after 9:30 & 11:15am Masses with donuts & ice cream! 

 Faith Formation offerings will be as follows: 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (PK - gr6) 

Offered weekly for 1.5 hrs 

Mondays 4:30-6, Mondays 6:30-8pm, Wednesdays 5-6:30pm 

Monthly Family Mini Retreats 

In order to offer enough spots for all who would like to have this option we 

are still in need of 5 catechists 

  

Encounter Family Formation 

Monthly Family Mini Retreats 

At home curriculum with Alive in Christ text book 

  

First Reconcilication & Eucharist Formation 

Requires enrollment in either Catechesis of the Good Shepherd or Encounter 

Family Formation 

Monthly Mini Retreats beginning in December 2021 

  

Confirmation Formation (Gr 7+) 

2 years of formation 

Monthly Family Retreats held on Sundays 

  



Interested in Becoming  
Catholic or Completing  

your Sacraments? 
 

Email mfurjanic@saint-dennis.org  
to inquire about the RCIA. 

 
Fast Facts: 

--Typically begins in September and 
concludes on Pentecost Sunday; 
 
--Weekly meetings; 
 
--Communal journey of Faith with 
fellow parishioners & catechumens. 

mailto:mfurjanic@saint-dennis.org


A Summer Prayer 
Long warm days… 
The pace of life slows… 
A time for picnics and rest in the shade… 
Lord, help me to rest awhile 
in the cooling shade of your presence. 
Slow down my restless heart and fill me 
with gentle compassion for all your people. 
Amen. 

 
– Author unknown  



St. Dennis Music Ministry presents 
St. Dennis Night at the Ball Park on Friday, July 16 

 
Cheer on the Slammers and the St. Dennis Music Ministry  
as they sing our National Anthem before the 7:05 pm game  

on Friday, July 16.  
 

Enjoy the fun and stay for fireworks after the game.   

St. Dennis Music Ministry presents 
 

St. Dennis Night at the Ball Park  





St. Dennis Bible Study Dates:  2021-2022 
 

Location:  Fracaro Hall 
Time:  9:30Am—11:00AM 
 
2021 
September 9, 23, 30 
October 7, 14, 28 
November 4, 11 
December 2, 9 
 
CHRISTMAS BREAK 
 
2022 
January 6, 13, 27 
February 3, 10, 24 
March 3, 10, 24, 31 
April 7, 28 
May 5, 12, 26 
 
BIBLE STUDY WILL NOT MEET ON SENIOR LUNCHEON DAYS, THANKS-

GIVING, THE THURSDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS, AND  
HOLY THURSDAY. 





Caution advised against church email scams 
 

Several churches have a high number of e-mail scam inci-
dents. “In one version of the fraud scheme, con artists send 
out emails purporting to be from the Pastor of the church 
asking for emergency donations to help someone in need. 

The email, which uses the staff members name but a phony 
email address, instructs the recipient for a favor or to provide 
the money by purchasing an gift card/ donation and mailing 
it to a different address.” At first glance, the e-mail you re-

ceive from a trusted staff member, appears to be                  
legitimate, it is NOT!  

Contact the office if you have questions. 

ST DENNIS CHURCH 
LOCKPORT FACEBOOK

You do not need an 
account to view our 

posts and videos.  
Just click “Not Now” 
when account login 

prompts 

  St. Dennis Church   
1214 S. Hamilton Street  Lockport, IL  

  

    
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 

STAFF 
Principal 

Mrs. Lisa Smith 
lsmith@saint-dennis.org 

815-838-2592 x 103 
  

Marketing Director 
Joy Kucharski 

 
School Secretary 

Linda Linch 
815-838-2592 x 105 

 
Tuition Office 

Lori Egner 
815-838-2592 x 106 

 
SACRAMENTS 

Reconciliation 
Confessions are available 

every Saturday from 3:30– 
4:15 PM in  

the Adoration chapel.  
 

Baptism 
Prepare for your child's first 
sacrament of initiation into 

the Church. 
To receive the sacrament  of 

Baptism for your child,                       
our parish asks you to  at-
tend our Preparation class 

online “Belonging” videos. 
At this time private                   

baptisms need special                
approval based on the priest/
deacon schedule, any special 

circumstances and                        
the church & cleaning 

schedule.  Gatherings are 
limited to 50 persons.  
Registration form and                 

Godparent eligibility need to 
be completed.                                    

Please call 815 838-2592 
ext.123 for more details. 

 

Marriage 
Call Office at least 6 months 
in advance. Please contact 

the church first. 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
Contact the parish office  

or emergency line  
on weekends 

 

Faith Formation 
Contact Venus Wozniak 

 

  

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30 pm  
Sunday 8:00 am, 9:30, 11:15  

    Daily Mass  8 a.m. 
*See weekly bulletin for changes                                

 

Parish Office Hours  
Monday-Friday  
8:00 am to 4 pm  

815-838-2592 
 

STAFF 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Shaun Cieslik 

frshaun@saint-dennis.org 
815-838-2592 x 118 

  
Business Manager 

Christine Deters 
cdeters@saint-dennis.org 

815-838-2592 x 121 
 

Pastoral Associate 
 Matt Furjanic 

mfurjanic@saint-dennis.org 
815-838-2592 x 110 

 
 Faith Formation Director 

Venus Wozniak 
vwozniak@saint-dennis.org 

815-838-2592 x 113 
 

Faith Formation Asst. 
WebMaster 

Selena Roberts 
sroberts@saint-dennis.org 

815-838-2592 x 114 
 

Faith Formation Asst. 
Michele Pall 

mpall@saint-dennis.org 
815-838-2592 x 112 

 
Youth Minister Director 

Maria Isabel DeLeon 
mdeleon@saint-dennis.org 

815-838-2592 x 111 
 

Parish Secretary&Bulletin Editor 
Nancy Hauch 

secretary@saint-dennis.org 
815-838-2592 x 123 

 
Ministry Scheduler 

Mary DeSando 
 

Music Director   
Patti Johnson 

pjohnson@saint-dennis.org  
 

Facility Manager 
Victor Leon 

Volunteers Needed to help with Liturgy  
USHERS, GREETERS, SPRAYERS for those 
entering the Church and for pre-Holy Commun-

ion are needed for Saturday, 4:30pm and               
Sunday, 11:15am Masses.  Cleaners always 
needed after all Masses. Please contact the 

Parish Office or Captain at Mass to volunteer or 
email secretary@saint-dennis.org  

 
CALLING ALL EMAILS! 

The prayer line and online bulletin including 
weekly signup link for Mass 

now comes from  
CONSTANT CONTACT,  

If you want to be added or if you have a prayer 
request, send an email  

to secretary@saint-dennis.org                     


