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WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS 
 

To join St. Dennis Parish or learn more about us, contact the parish office at 815-
838-2592 or fill out the online registration form on our website. You will also be 
added to our “Constant Contact” notices which distributes weekly bulletin and 

prayer line. Visit our parish website at www.saintdennis.org   
and our church FACEBOOK page.   

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Saturday 4:30pm  

Sunday 7:30am, 9:30am, 11:30am 
    Daily Mass  8:00am                                
Parish Office Hours  

Monday-Friday  
8:00am to 4:00pm  

815-838-2592 

Congratulations 
 

Scott Milcarek 
&  

Olivia Guzman 
 

On the celebration  
of their marriage  

July 9, 2022 

Mass Intentions 
 
 

July 16 
   4:30 pm— Angela Welter by Mother,  
Cynthia Georgantas and Son, Tyler Kero 
Robert Solley by Shirley Hickey and  
Marlene Comer 
July 17 
   7:30 am— People of St. Dennis Parish 
   9:30 am— Betty Luzbetak by Carol &  
Terry Bergin 
LTHS Class of 1990 by Lisa Scarcelli 
   11:30 am— Peter Coneset by Family 
July 18 
   8:00 am— Don Bendis by Patti & Rob  
Weierman 
July 19 
   8:00 am— Don Bendis by Frank & Mary 
Pagano 
July 20  
   8:00 am— Ligaya Garcia by Cathy Pauly 
July 21 
   8:00 am— Don Bendis by Cathy Pauly 
July 22 
   8:00 am— Russell Odrowski, Anniv of 
Death, by Wife, Susan Odrowski 
July 23 
   4:30 pm— Tom Marchio, Bday Remb, by 
Molly, Michele, & Tara 
Florencio Santos Espiritu, In Memory, by 
Encarnacion Family 
July 24 
   7:30 am— People of St. Dennis Parish 
   9:30 am— Don Bendis by Suzy Balicki 
Allie Graczyk by Family 
Thomas Bussey, Sr. by Mary Ellen Trotta 
   11:30 am— Hugo Pesavento by Sister, Sr. 
Mary Grace, and Religious Sisters of Saint 
Mary-of-the-Woods 
William Doyle by Cathy Pauly 

Wednesday Morning Mass at 
8:00am until school resumes.  
Please note time change from 

8:15am. 



Dear Parishioners, 
 
In today’s gospel reading, Jesus teaches us that “Mary has chosen the better part.” Whereas Martha was busy with all the de-
tails of hospitality, what Jesus really wanted her to do was just to sit down, like Mary, and spend time with him. As I am set-
tling back into the rectory after forty-two years, various memories are resurfacing, even in my dreams. This was the last par-
ish that my parents were both able to visit with me. Father Berst took us all out to eat in a simple restaurant on Route 7. 
Eventually I will remember which one it was. It may have changed names. It will eventually come back to me. 
 
I especially remember how compassionate Father Berst was once he met my mother, who by then had been a cancer patient 
for five years.  When I returned from visiting my parents in Indiana, he often inquired about how my mother was doing. Lit-
tle did we realize that it would be my father that would go to heaven first, for he died about a month after I was transferred 
from Saint Dennis to the Cathedral in Joliet. My mother went to heaven about three years later. Father Berst graciously came 
to both their funerals. May he rest in heavenly peace as well! 
 
With this personal story in mind, let us return to the theme of choosing the better part of spending time with people whom we 
love, especially Jesus. That is what the national Eucharistic Revival (EucharisticRevival.org) is all about. When we spend 
“quality time” with Jesus, we experience spiritual change for the better. We celebrate liturgies even more reverently, and we 
take time to visit the Blessed Sacrament more often as well. Spiritual preparation for Holy Communion helps us to worthily 
and fruitfully receive Our Lord in the Holy Eucharist. This makes our spiritual bond with Jesus even more profound. 
 
Because we are welcoming such an Honored Guest as Jesus into our hearts at Mass, we conscientiously attend to all the ritu-
al details of the liturgy like Martha, but we keep our focus on just “being with Jesus” like Mary. The American Bishops’ doc-
ument, “The Mystery of the Eucharist in the Life of the Church,” invites us to receive the Eucharist, worthily, often, and 
well. The Vatican document, “Guardians of Tradition” and subsequent instructions, lead us to reverently pray the liturgy the 
way that the Roman Missal book on the altar instructs us, without any additions or subtractions. In these ways, the virtues of 
both Martha and Mary impact our spiritual lives. 
 
Last week, we talked about church bells. Well, these bells “toll for thee,” calling us to stop everything and spend time with 
Our Lord in prayer, like Mary in today’s gospel reading. The Roman Missal book on the altar refers to the importance of 
church bells, but in particular about certain altar bells. Here is what paragraph 150 says: “A little before the Consecration, if 
appropriate, a minister rings a small bell as a signal to the faithful. The minister also rings the small bell at each elevation by 
the Priest, according to local custom.” At this time of our national Eucharist Revival, I believe that this is a hallowed tradi-
tion to devoutly reinstate in all our parish churches. 
 
And so, in memory of my parents, and Father Berst too, I have decided to personally donate altar bells for our church. Hope-
fully they will arrive by August 14, the day on which my four brothers and two sisters will be gathering to posthumously cel-
ebrate my mother’s one hundredth birthday. Like a gentle alarm, may these memorial altar bells wake us up to the reality that 
we need to just spend time with the Lord in prayer. Especially when we “do this in memory” of him every time we celebrate 
the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, may we, like Mary in today’s gospel reading, remember to “choose the better part” and 
prayerfully dwell in the presence of Our Lord. Then we can all say that “surely the presence of the Lord is in this place.” 
 
Father James 





STAFF 
Principal                
Mrs. Lisa 

Smith 
lsmith@ 

saint- 
dennis.org 

  
Marketing  
Director 

Joy  
Kucharski 

815-828-2592 
x201 

 
School  

Secretary 
Lori Egner 

815-838-2592 
x105 

 

OFFERING  
There are offering baskets  stationed at the en-
trance to the church that you can drop off your 
donations.  You can also drop off or mail to the 

parish office.  
 

AUTO DEBIT 
Our parish has been using automatic debit  

withdrawal for almost 10 years. Many parishioners 
use this means for their weekly donation to the 

parish. The use of an authorized automatic direct 
donation from your savings account or checking 
account to our parish account certainly helps the 

parish budget and can save you time. If you would 
like to set up church contributions from your bank 

account, contact the Business Manager, Chris 
Deters, at the Parish Office at 815.838.2592,x121 

or cdeters@saint-dennis.org  
Thank you for your commitment to our parish and 

supporting our church and school.  
 

DAYBREAK SHELTER 
We will be serving dinner to the homeless at Daybreak Shelter on 
Wednesday, July 20th and breakfast on Thursday, July 21st.  If you 
would like to arrange for your donation to be picked up, you can 
call Ron or Joan Jones at 708-528-5436. Place monetary (cash only) 
donations in an envelope marked DAYBREAK with your name on 
it and place in the collection basket.  THANK YOU. 

 

Sunday Collection for July 10, 2022 
  

Sunday Collection (152 transactions), (loose cash $569.00)  $    6,606 
Weekly Auto Debit                    $    2,069 
Monthly Auto Debit Weekly Avg                           $    3,974 
Total          $  12,649 
  

Weekly Budget        $  15,900 
Year to Date Budget        $  31,800 
Year to Date Actual                                                $  30,760 
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2022-June 30, 2023 
                          ENERGY NEEDS COLLECTION — TODAY  
                                                                                
 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR ADVERTISING SPONSORS.  


